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AIR INDIA INVESTIGATICHN
S8IRC BRIRFING

The RCMP realizes that SIRC is intérast-d in CSIS~RCMP ralati{ons
and the impact these relations may have had on the handling and
outcoma to date of the Air India investigation. Undevstandabiy,
you have reviewed countleas C8I8 files and you now hava a ssnge

of the relationship and lts evelution Quring and after ths Alr

! India inoldant.

The Air Indim investigatien is the most extensive investigation
ever undertsken by the RCf{P. At one point ovar 200 ReoMp
] investigators wers invelved and the amount of information and
intslligence being collectad and analyzed daily by the RCMP coreated
an investigation on a acale never before experienced hy the Forca;
gpanning three continants and six countries. Just pricr to tha Alr
India crash, & bonbing occurred st the Narita Airport. Tha Re¥P
investigated thede two offencag in tandem, I will later refar to
Inderjit Singh REYAT, who in 1386 was convicted for possassion of

| explosives and in 1991 was convicted in relatlon te the Narita

bombing.
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The Force has always considersd our cooperation with QSIB to ke
good, both befors and after the fune 1985 Alr India cragh, 714
would be wrong, howeaver, to conolude that difficultiss in our

rslutianshiﬁ wers not exparianced,

The disastars sccurred Only one year after tha snactmant of tha
C#B Act and Sscurity Offencem Act which now govern Canada's
national security watters. This legislation oreatsd challengs
foxr the RCHP and CSIS in respsct to daveloping policiea ang
procsdures which would allow sach agency to aarry  out ity

respactive mandate,

The investigation put great strains on both agancias, Thars wera
difficultier and disagreements, bowever, vour file reviasw will no

doubt 1lllustrate we shared a common goal and we perseversd towards

it,
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At thig point I believe it will be helptul to you if I set out the
role of the RCMP with raspact to the Security Offences Act. The
RCMP 1a the principal criminal la# snforcement agancy of the
Government of Canada, Its nandate with respect o criminal

oflfances cbnstituting e threat te thalltcurity ¢f Canads im
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described in tha Security Offences Act. Saction & of the Security
Gffances Act provides that RCMP pence ocfficars "have Primary
rasponsibility to perform the dutles that are asuigned +o pPeaoce
efticers in relation to any offence referred to in 8ection 2 cr.th;
apprehension of the commisaslion of such an offence”, Subsection
2(4) of the Security offances Act refers o offances under any iayw
of Cansda arising out of econduct constituting a threat ta the

sacurity of Canada,

The RCMP’B responsibilities in the Area of national sacurity
investigaticone do not, howaver, flow directly from tha Bacurity

Offences Act. That Act dia not introduce or creata new ocffancas,

Rather, in the light of the new responsibilities ssaigned to €815,
it confirmed that those members of the RCMP who are Deaca offivers
would continue to have the responsibility to perrorm Peace officaer

dutles with respect to national sacurity offances. This haa bean

part of the RUMP‘s mandata since long hafora 1984, but the Securiry

Gffencas Act gave us for the first time in lagislation the primary

responsibility, vis-A~vis other police forcea, for law enforcensnt

i in this araa.
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in order to £ulfil its mandate in the anforcenant of criminal
law and to ensure the Protection of chadiana, whether In relation
to national security, organized criminal activity or any othar
sericus offences, the RCMP ralies on criminal intelligence and
cther information which is suitabls for judicisal procesgs and
Wltinmately for uze as evidence to support a crimina) prosacution.,
CH1E s ;znsm:z;pf:i.umpge;qsf-;!n_fz&ma&a?:ﬁ&iﬂ?ﬁﬂaﬁm of
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During 1984, thas RCOMP received information to the affect that =«
borb was to be placed on an Air Indis flight in Montrsal. This
Information was not connectsd to the Juns 1985 digasters ana our

investigation failed to aubastantiate an actual plot. Information

regarding this investigation was shared with CSIS in 1984,
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On June 5, 1985 SIS advised the RCMP Detachment in puncan, B.C,
that on June 4 they were Cconducting phnysicay surveillanca dn a
targst {later identified as Talwinder Singh Parmar} who mat with
Inderjit singh REYAT. The Duncan Detachmsnt "Occurrence Raporew
indicates CSIS reported that REYAT and tha target went on a logging
road and A gunshot was heard, c$TS requssted the ROMP provida any
available information on REYAT. Duncan Detachmant provided csrs
with datails on REYAT pertaining to firearms which ware registerea
to him. CSIS furthex advised Duncan Datachment that osis enquiriag
and surveillance centred arcund radicals in the East Indian

conmunity and, 1f further assigtance was raquirad, the RCMP would

be advised,

Cn June &, 1$85 {818 also reported the June 4 incident to Vancouvar
City Police membarse of the Vancouvar Integrated Intelligence Unit
{(VIIV).  Vancouver City Police provided a report to ReMp
investigators who were responsible for conducting intervievws of
§ikh extremists regarding an upcoming viait of Prime Minicter Rativ
GANDHI to Naw York., The intent of the intervievs wag to Alasuada
extremists from any action against GANDHI who appeared to ba thair
targeat at that time. The RCMP did not reveal any specifics of ths
duncan inecident to the persons being interviewed sc as not to

Jeopardize tha ongoing CsIg investigation.
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Also on June §, 1985 the RCMP Headquartera in Ottawa asked C5IS for
A thraeat an?enamant 88 & result of correspondence the RCMP racaivad
from Air India concerning the likelihood of their aircraft being
sabotaged. This threat was balieved toc be world widm, ol Y7:]
rapliad on the zanme date that the threat potaential to all Inaian
migsions in Canada was high and thiw was intended to include Alr
India, (8IS, however, was not awara of any specifio threat to tne
sirline and furthar advigad that should they lesarn of any spesifio

threat to Air Indis, the Force would ba advised immediately,

Epat-graghs

During the firgt days wafter Flight 182 orashed, formal ana
sxtensive Lisigon wae established between C5I5 and tha RCOMP,

RCMP Tagsk Yorces were sat up in ottawa, ¥ontreal, Toronto and
vancouver. Tha framework was quickly put in place to allow

extengive Iinformation exchanges batwean the twe aéancias.
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Puring the first weeks of the investigation, cg1s providad
summaries of pre-crash intercepted conversationg Pertaining o
Talwinder 8ingh PARMAR who was the target CBIE had undar
survelllance with REYAT on June 4 whan the gunshot was heard, Tha
RCMP searched the bush area off the logging read and « Pépar bundia
wrappsr and an aluminum shunt which is Indlcative ar an alactrical

blasting cap,

As the investigation progresssd the ROMP found it nacessary to
obtain search warrants. It was Als0 necessary that spacsidic oSsTE
information be used in atfidavits which wers required for judiciaz
approval of the warrants, C8IS dindicated they wers nore
comfortable if their information was used for investigativa laesda
only and was concerned that if the information was ussd in
arridavita it would bring about dimclosure in court of csTs sourges

and methods of cperaticna.

ﬁi;"'”’{awﬁrlnt-cn uuiné'csrs'anrarmatiﬁh ThaFud et attldavitr
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e TEITUFIEY D tahdas TAGET Yhanz 3tTempting . tov furtherxhe-

EnFedtiguyisn;
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Negotiations wera carriad out during octoher ﬁnd Hovenbar 19as
batwasn thef RCMP and CSIS. 1In Novnmer C8I8 provided the Feroe

with authoirity to uss their informatien in pursuit of maargh
warrants with thas undarstanding that the information would pe
paraphrased in a certain manner so as te protect the identity or

CS8Is wources and rethods of operations, The RCHP used the

~information in this Ranner and the search warrants vare okhtained,

e
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f8nd evidence. ©515 was cautious in allowing this typs of access
énd negotiations were required. ﬁ?ﬁ“‘"ﬁ?&fﬁﬁhﬂmrmx:mﬁ&'ﬁg

&ixa“to f'i‘iu_‘_o;,g&'. We understand, however, the concarns L5185 had

about the aizclosure of their information. The outcome was that
the Force was provided “hands-on® Access and ve ware abls to

conduct our analysis.
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CSI5 information wasa necessarily cavsated and pearmission was
roquired from C5I5 if the Force wanted to share uf discusy the
information with another government agency or polica department,

C8IS was mindful of RCoMp raquirements in removing the caveaty,
CSIS caveats have not impeded the Force’s 2bllity to ashare

information on the Air India criminal invastigation,

CSI% also provided RCMp invastigators mccess to their personnel for
the purpose of interviews and taking of statements regarding
particular iggues, (8IS Personnel providad evidence at the two
REYAT triale. Furthermors, ©SIS fully cooperatsd in producing
CEIS documents which were required by the court and for disclosure

to the defence.

Jape Exasure

C3IS8 provided the RCMP with Bunmaries of the tapes which were

erased and access was also provided to the logs of the ' C8I5

translators, The RCMP does not Xknow what the erased tapes

contained, To our knowlsdge Complete transcripts of +he

conversations were not made and therefore no analysis can new ba

made to ascertain yhethar ar not the they contained further leads.

In Octohsr 1985 a RCMP Punjabl speaking member ascismted C8I8 in

translating a backley of approximately 50 CSIS tapes which haa net

beasn srased, The RCMP review of thesa tapes did not uncove

significant oriminel information.
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The CBIS BAct and the Security oOffences Act wers enzcted
simultanecusly in 1984 to pProvide a legisiativs Iranework which

Organizes Canada’s prasaent natiocngl socurity systan,

In 1964, tha Solicitor Ganaral imsued guidelines for the naw
lagislation. The main principles of the quidelines dealt with the

bassing of information hetween CSI8 and the RCMP.  Algo, in 1934
tha RCMP ana cs1g signed Memorandums of Underltﬁnding (Mo g)

Pertaining to the transter ang sharing of information.

To furthar improve tha f¥xchange of information hetween the ROMD and
CSI& the Bolivcitor Genaral, in 1986, directed that Liaison Offirers
{L.0."8) were to he exchanged at Headquarters and At kay

operational offices acrosg Canada.

R

In 1587 another MOU wasz developad and in 1589 mi] Preceding mourg

Wara superseded by one comprehensive MoU which i2 the one

aurrently in place.

The respective L.0. ‘s are bresently providad with full and complatae

access to relevant information of the other agency. This allows-q

ke —"_

timely Ldentiiicaticn of intormation relevant to  the

i rosponsibilities orf the concerned agancy .
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In 1590 an "advisecry latterw systan was dev&lapad which 18 usmaq by
CSIS to communicate to the RCMP informstion that can b relied upon
by the Force for use in judicial applicaticns for ssarch warrants
and intercepts of private communication. The letters ara drafted
in such & way that sources of information are not disclosed and the
information allows the authorizing judge to come to an independent
conclusion as to the reliability of the information. The "advigory
letter" system is the rasult of RCMP/CSIS cooperaticn and is the

Procsss by which search warrants and wire taps ars obtained under

, the Criminal Coda.’

Bole of Government of Indis

L P

Medi2 reports and books which have bean written on the Air India
disaster have speculated adout the involvement of tha Govarnment of

India. The RCHP does not have svidence to support thisx theary.

PBresent gtatus - Alxr India Investigstion

The RCMP im still investigating the Air India disaster and the RCMP

National Security Investigations Section in Vancouver is

responsibls for the inltiatives which are baing taken. Both CSI8

and the RCMP continue to share information-on all elemants af the

Alr India investigation,
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Analysis of wrackags from Air India Flight 182 which was recoverad
during the summer ef 1991 has been partially completed, It i
sxpectad that it will take some montha before all scientiric
Avanuss havoebaan axapined, No results will ba releazed until al:

examinations have basen fully complatad.

Although it hax been almoxt seven Years since the Air India
digsagter, it would ba wroeng to assume that there is no hopa in

succasafully concluding the criminal investigation.

-

Thiy dovumant ls the o the  La ardiane doourment :‘;:pmkm "
Javemmant of Canwda, It o ?nlﬂ‘?l Botivamement du Cintda. Eelyigl
10 YOI BRRROY O the WASing  crits le document b voue Earvice &
that X it not 0 b8 furthie diessminatad  Sondiien Byl ae s SHUse pas zarm
without the conksnt of the Srignniar, M sannuntement dy Fexpidtegr, [
Dhusbudon within vour sgensy ik v Sobument re dolt Hre Sistribul ay
be protested In sesordwnce withthe  ssn A vatre seevics :un Y exin o
hirmal safaguarde for lnw gefors svaen bayxin-de-esveir. On don

Infarniton, Semumidnt SOMTUIIBTENT 24X & ML

s & fa},



