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Abstract

Traits are mechanism, recently proposed by Scharli et al, for factoring Smalltalk class hi-
erarchies. By separating the issue of code reuse from the inheritance hierarchy, traits allow
one to avoid problems with methods defined too high in the inheritance hierarchy while shar-
ing common implementation. Early experience with traits in Smalltalk shows that traits are an
effective way to improve code sharing in class hierarchies. This positive experience with traits
in the untyped Smalltalk world suggests that traits may be useful in statically typed languages
too. In this paper, we present a statically typed calculus of traits, classes, and objects, which
can serve as the foundation for extending statically-typed class-based languages, sueh as J
with traits.

1 Introduction

Scharli et al. recently proposed a mechanism caltealts as a way to foster code reuse in object-
oriented programs [SDNBO3]. They have prototyped the mechanism in the context of the Squeak
implementation of Smalltalk. Using traits, they refactored the Smalltalk collection classes achiev-
ing a 25% reduction in the number of method implementations and a 10% reduction in source code
size [BSDO03]. This early experience suggests that traits are a promising mechanism for factoring
class hierarchies and supporting code reuse and may be useful for statically typed languages too.
The main contribution of this paper is to present a typed calculus of traits that can serve as the foun-
dation for integrating traits into a statically-typed object-oriented language suekia$AIG98] or

Moby [FR99, FRO3].

A trait is collection of named methods. In Smalltalk traits, these methods cannot directly refer-
ence instance variables; instead, they mustfheée behaviof The methods defined in a trait are
called theprovided methodswhile any methods that are referenced, but not provided, are caled
quired methodsAn important property of traits is that while they help structure the implementation
of classes, they do not affect the inheritance hierarchy. Traits are formed by defingigis{ing a
collection of method definitions) or by using one of several trait operations:

Symmetric sunmerges two disjoint traits to create a new trait.

1The most recent description of Smalltalk traits ([BSDO03]) allows name conflicts, but replaces the conflicting methods
with a special method bodyonflict that triggers a run-time error if evaluated.



Override forms a new trait by layering additional methods over an existing trait. This operation is
an asymmetric sum. When one of the new methods has the same name as a method in the
original trait, the override operation replaces the original method.

Alias creates a new trait by adding a new name for an existing method.

Exclusion forms a new trait by removing a method from an existing trait. Combining the alias and
exclusion operations yields a renaming operation, although the renaming is shallow.

The other important operation on traitsmgeritance the mechanism whereby traits are integrated
with classes. This operation merges a cl@ssa trait, and additional fields and methods to form

a new subclass df. Often, the additional methods provide access to the newly added fields. The
additional methods, plus the methods inherited fil@nprovide the required methods of the trait.

An important aspect of traits is that the methods of a trait are only loosely coupled; they can be
removed and replaced by other implementations. In this way traits are a lighter-weight mechanism
than either multiple inheritance or mixins.

The remainder of the paper is organized as follows. In the next section, we briefly review the
motivation given by Schrli et al. for traits as a language feature and give an informal example
illustrating the utility of traits. We then present the syntax and semantics of our typed trait calculus
in Section 3. In Section 4, we prove type soundness for our system using the standard technique of
subject reduction and progress theorems. We conclude with a discussion of related work and future
directions.

2 Background

While the purpose of this paper is not to argue the merits of tpgitsse(see [SDNB03, BSD03]

for such arguments), it is helpful to understand the motivation for traits. In languages with single
inheritance, such as Smalltalk, it is often the case that inheritance does not provide sufficient flexi-
bility for structuring a class hierarchy. Consider the case of two classes in different subtrees of the
inheritance hierarchy and assume that they both implement some common protocol. If this protocol

is not implemented by a common superclass, then each class must provide its own implementation,
which results in code duplication. On the other hand, if we lift the implementation of the protocol

up to the common superclass, we pollute the interface of the superclass, which affects all of its
subclasses. Furthermore, if the protocol is defined by building on methods defined in intermediate
classes, we will have to add these methods to the common superclass as well. This problem results
from the dual nature of classes. Classes serve as both object generators and as superclasses. In the
former case, the implementation of a class must be complete, whereas in the latter case the class
implementation may havabstractmethods that are implemented by a subclass. Traits provide a
mechanism to separate these two aspects of classes and allow code to be reused across the class
hierarchy. Multiple inheritance [Str94] and mixins [BC90, FKF98] represent two other attempts

to solve this problem, but they both introduce semantic complexities and ambigeitiesr(ulti-

ple copies of instance variables in the case of multiple inheritance, and problems with the order of
method definition in the case of mixins) [SDNBO03].

To illustrate these issues, consider the class hierarchy given in Figure 1. The root of this hier-
archy is theCDevice class that implements I/O on some file descriptor. It has two subclasses for
reading and writing integers on the device (respectively). Defining a class that supports both read-
ing and writing CIntRW) requires reimplementing one or the other of the methods (denoted by the
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class CDevice
field desc

class CIntRd
field desc
method Rd

class CIntWr
field desc
method Wr

class CIntRW
field desc

method Rd
method Wr

class CSIntRd
field lock

class CSIntWr
field lock
field desc
override Wr

field desc

override Rd

inheritance

> class CSIntRW
field lock
. field desc
missed .
inheritance override Rd
________ > override Wr

Figure 1: The readers and writers example

dashed arrow in the figure). While we could lift tRel andWr methods to the&CDevice class,
doing so would pollute the interface of other subclasges, (@ class for reading booleans). This
class hierarchy is further extended with supportdgnchronizedeading and writing by adding a
lock. Single inheritance again forces us to reimplement methods.

Traits, however, allow us to reuse code without having to define methods too high. Figure 2
illustrates the trait version of this hierarchy. In this version of the code, we have four traits that are
used to generate six classes.

3 Atyped trait calculus

In this section, we present the syntax and semantics of our typed trait calculus.

3.1 Syntax

We give the collected syntax of our calculus in Figure 3. Before describing this syntax, we introduce
some notation. LeF;; and M ; be disjoint, countable sets of field and method names, respectively.
Collectively, we refer to method and field names as labels. We define the following sets and naming



trait TIntRd - trait TIntWr
. class CDevice .
required field desc required
field desc field desc
provided provided
method Rd [ _."| method Wr
\/ :
class CIntRd class CIntRW class CIntWr
field desc field desc field desc
method Rd method Rd method Wr
method Wr
trait TSRd trait TSWr
required required
field lock field lock
provided provided
override Rd |- _|_override Wr
\/
\/ class CSIntRW \/
class CSIntRd field lock class CSIntWr

field lock field desc field lock
field desc method Rd field desc
method Rd method Wr method Wr

Figure 2: The readers and writers example using traits

conventions:

f e Fu field names
;
F g Fu finite sets of field names
m € My method names
f
M g My finite sets of method names
0
S g My finite sets of super-method names
Ly = Fy UMy universe of labels
Il € Ly labels (field or method names)
q
L ICn Ly finite sets of labels
f
R g Ly finite sets of required field and method names

In addition, we assume disjoint, countable sets of trait namesmH$, class names CAMES,
expression names/variableaRIABLES, and type variables IVARIABLES.

In our calculus, a program is a sequence of declarations followed by an expression. Each decla-
ration binds a trait, class, or expression to a name. To enhance the reuseability of traits, we permit
them to be implicitly parameterized by type variables. The declaration form for traits makes this
dependence explicit by abstracting the free type variables.

The syntax of our trait forms is inspired by the formal model of Smalltalk traits developed
by Sclarli et al. [SDNT02]. A trait expression can be the name of a previously defined trait, in-
stantiated with appropriate type arguments; the formation of a base trait from a method suite and
auxiliary typing information; the symmetric (or disjoint) concatenation of two traits; the exclusion
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trait declaration
class declaration
expression declaration

polymorphic trait name: € TNAMES
trait formation

symmetric concatenation

method exclusion

method alias: bind new:’ to oldm

method suite
method definition

class name: € CNAMES

empty class

inheritance (subclass formation)
constructor

expression name/variable:&xVARIABLES
function abstraction
function application

object instantiation

host object

super-method dispatch
method dispatch

field selection

field update

field record definition

field record concatentation
unit value

row

type variablexr € TYVARIABLES
polymorphic type

trait type

class body type

object and method suite type
field record type

function type

unit type

Figure 3: Trait calculus syntax



of a method from a trait; or the addition of a method alias to a trait.

We have a simple model of class definition that supports single inheritance, object initialization,
and method definition via traits. Our classes do not support abstract methods (traits provide that
capability), nor do they permit private, protected, or static members. A class definition may be
the name of an existing class, the empty class, or a new subclass formed by extending an existing
class with additional fields and a trait. Each subclass defines a constructor function, responsible for
initializing all the fields of the class. To obtain initialized inherited fields, the constructor applies
the superclass constructor function to a specified expression. It then concatenates the resulting
fields with those defined directly in the subclass. Note that in our minimal calculus, the definition
of methods is left to traits; the class forms are concerned only with the inheritance hierarchy and
object initialization.

At the core of our calculus is a simple object-oriented language with objects and first-class
functions. The language includes variables, function abstraction and application, object creation,
self reference, super-method dispatch, method dispatch, field selection, field update, and unit. In
addition, it includes operations for defining a collection of fields and concatenating two disjoint
records of fields, which we use to model object initialization.

3.2 Type syntax

Our type system, the syntax of which appears in Figure 3, has four different expression types: object
types, field record types, function types, and the Unit type. The type system also has types for traits
and class bodies, although the corresponding terms are not first-class. To accomodate polymorphic
traits, we add type variables and polymorphic types. Syntactic restrictions limit polymorphic types
to trait names. The types for objects, classes, and traits are written in terowgsg#), which assign

types to a collection of labels.

Trait types document the types of provided methods and specify the types of required methods
and super-class methofisSyntactically, trait types have the forf(d); S; R ), where row
describes the types of all required, super-class, and provided methods and the types of all required
fields. The sef contains the names of the super-methods that must be available from any class that
can incorporate the trait, while the sethames the required methods and fields. All of the names
in S U R must be given types i.

We give trait declarations polymorphic types of the fokfw).7, where7 is a shorthand for a
possibly non-empty, comma separated list of types. This form binds the type variablése trait
type . When a trait or class refers to a named trait, it must supply appropriate type arguments to
instantiate the polymorphic trait.

The type we give to a class is a function type, whose domain is the type of the class’s constructor
argument and whose range is a class body type, writteh In this type, rowd assigns types to
the collection of fields and methods defined in the associated class.

2Note that the set of required methods and the set of super-class methods are independent, in that neither is necessarily
a subset of the other. For example, a trait may define a mettind require any incorporating class to have previously
defined a method of the same name, makirgsuper-class method but not required.



3.3 Example: Synchronized readers and writers

To illustrate our calculus, we show how to code the synchronized readers and writers example
from the previous section. To improve the readability of the code, we introduce some standard
syntactic sugar and some abbreviations. In particular, we use ‘;’ for sequencing expressions and
‘el before e2 '’ for first executingel, then executing2, and then returning the result ef..

We also use the following abbreviations:

DescTy = (ReadInt :Unit — Int , WriteInt :Int — Unit ,...)

LockTy = (Acquire :Unit — Unit , Release :Unit — Unit ,...)
Intuitively, an object with typedDescTy models an I/O device that supports reading and writing
for various primitive types; objects with tydeockTy are semaphores. Finally, we assume that

we have previously coded a claSkock that generates objects of typeckTy when instantiated
with the unit value.

CDevice = A(X:Unit ).(super () )@ (desc =...)r in ... extends ...
TIntRd = (){(Rd(x : Unit ):Int {self.desc .Readint ()})y; (desc : DescTy) |)
Tintwr = (O){(Wr(x : Int ) : Unit {self.desc .Writelntx })\; (desc : DescTy) |
CIntRd = A(x:Unit ).(super () )® ()¢ in TINtRd extends CDevice
CIntRW = X(x:Unit ).(super () )® ()¢ in TIntRd + TIntWr  extends CDevice
CintWr = A(x :Unit ).(super () ) ® ()¢ in TINtWr extends CDevice
TSRd = (a) { (RA(x:Unit ):a { self.lock .Acquire ();
super.Rd () before
self .lock .Release () }wm
(desc : DescTy,lock :LockTy ) D
TSWr = (a) { (Wr(x:a):Unit { self.lock .Acquire ();
super.Wr Xx;
self.lock .Release () }wm
(desc : DescTy,lock :LockTy ) D
CSIntRd = A(X : Unit ).(super () ) @ (lock = new CLock ())r in
TSRd(Int)  extends CIntRd
CSIntRW = A(x :Unit ).(super () ) ® (lock =new CLock ())r in
TSRd(Int) + TSWr(Int) extends CINtRW
CSIntWr = A(X : Unit ).(super () ) @ (lock = new CLock ())r in

TSWr(Int)  extends CIntWr

Figure 4: Synchronous reader/writer example written in formal calculus.

With these assumptions, Figure 4 shows how to express the synchronized readers and writers
from the previous section. The calculus is expressive enough to capture the full extent of reuse



in the example: the structure of this code is isomorphic to the picture in Figure 1. Note that the
TSReader and TSWriter traits are polymorphic. Consequently, they can be reused to define
synchronous versions of reader and writers for types other Ititan Figure 5 illustrates using
TSReader to create a synchronized boolean reader.

TBoolRd = (){(Rd(x : Unit ):Bool {self.desc .ReadBool ()})y; (desc : DescTy) )
CBoolRd = A(x :Unit ).(super () )® ()r in TBoolIRd extends CDevice
CSBoolRd = A(x :Unit ).(super () ) ® (lock = new CLock ())r in

TSRd(Bool) extends CBoolRd

Figure 5: Boolean synchronous reader in formal calculus.

3.4 Dynamic semantics

We have developed a big-step operational semantics for our calculus. We write the evaluation
rules in terms of environment&, which map identifers (trait names, class names, and expression
variables) to values, and storgswhich map addresses to object values. Values include trait values,
class values, and expression values: addresses, closures, records of field values, and the unit value.
The run-time representation of an object is its address, created by executingvhexpression.

We find the object’s associated method suite and fields by looking up the object’s address in the
store. We adopted a store-based semantics so that we could model imperative field update. In the
remainder of this section, we describe the evaluation rules related to traits and classes, leaving the
remaining, standard rules to Appendix B.

The judgment formE, S - P — ev o E' @ S’ says that evaluating a prograf in an
environmentE and storeS yields an expression value), an extended environmei’, and a
modified storeS’. Similarly, the judgment fornE/, S+ D — E’ ¢ S’ indicates that evaluating a
declaration D will yield an extended environment and a possibly updated store. The instance of this
judgment for trait declaration evaluation is as folloWvs:

E, SEFT —tveS t ¢ dom(FE) ©)
E, Skt=(Q)T — E+{t— (d)tv} e S
This rule says that if we can reduce a tf&ito a trait valug v, then we may augment the environment

with a binding from the fresh trait nant¢o the abstracted trait valyé’)tv. Note that this rule does
not change the stofe.

3.4.1 Trait evaluation

Trait evaluation reduces trait expressions to trait values, which have the(féfan (6) ), where

Mwv is a method suite value ardists the names and types of all the required and provided methods
and fields. The judgmerf, S + T — tv ¢ S indicates that traif” evaluates to trait valua in
environmentF and stores. For syntactic consistency, this judgment form returns the store, although
trait evaluation cannot modify it. We define this judgment form using the rules given below.

3The rule number refers to the occurrence of the rule in the appendices.
“The store can only be modified during expression evaluation.



A named trait applied to type arguments is evaluated by looking up the trait name in the envi-

ronment and substituting the type arguments for the bound type variables in the associated value:
E(t) = (a)tv

E, SEH7) — tv[T/d] e S

(9)

We use the syntaX[7/a] to denote the simultaneous substitutionrofor @ in X, where X is
either a typer or a trait valuev.

To convert a trait formation expression into a value, we need only evaluate the method suite.
Method suite evaluation uses the environmegrb create closures for each of the method bodies.

E, SFM— MvelS

B, SF (M {(8)) — (Muv: B)) #5 (10)

The rule for symmetric concatenation of two traif§ ¢ 73) merges the disjoint method suites
from the two traits. Since some of the methods required’pynay be provided by, andvice
versa the set of required methods of the new trait is defined to be the unidénarid7s’s required
methods after removing any overlap with the provided methods. The required super methods are
the union of the super methods requiredyyandTs.

E, SET — <lwmm€M1>M; {1 TlleR1> DeS

B, S H T — ("Ml (1:7/5%) ) 0§
Mih My Mszg=M;UMs R3:(R1UR2)\M3
E, S+ T1 —|—T2 — <| <Mvmm€M3>M; <l . TllG'R3> |> oS

(9)

We use the notatiop; th My to denote that the setst; and M- are disjoint.

Excluding a method from a trait causes its definition to be removed from the trait’s methods, but
it also causes the excluded method to be added to the list of required methods, which is necessary
because the method may be mentioned in one of the trait's remaining methods.

B S ET — (i, "M (1R o'§
m e M U, = (M 2 Ty, = AV)
E, SEFT\m— <.UUmmEM\{m}>M; (1: TZZERU{m}> )eS

(12)

We believe that a more refined (but more verbose!) type system could track such dependencies and
remove the method entirely if no further references exist, but we have not pursued this avenue.

Lastly, the rule for method aliasing looks up the aliased method’s definition, binds the definition
to the new name»’ and removesn’ from the collection of required names.

E, SFT — ({uv,," )\ (1:7'R) ) e S
me M m ¢ M U, = (M2 Ty, = AV)

: 13
E, S+ Tm — m] — { (uv,, "M, (m : 7 = X)) (L /€Y ) 0 8 (13)

3.4.2 Class evaluation

Class evaluation reduces class expressions to class values, which are of tie.forii v |}, where
v is a closure representing the constructor function for the clasgané its method suite. The
class evaluation judgment has the fofm S - C' — cv ¢ S, indicating that clas§’ evaluates to



class valuew in environmentr and storeS. Like the trait evaluation judgment form, this judgment
form returns the store, although class evaluation cannot modify it.

To evaluate class names, we lookup the corresponding class value in the environment.

c € dom(FE) (16)
E, SFc— E(c)eS
The root classiil evaluates to the “empty” class value.
(17)

E, St nil — {[e& A\x.()g]; Om}e S

Forming a new subclass from the combination of a syntactic constructor function, a trait expression,
and a superclass is the heart of our system. Although method suites in traits may contain references
to super, we compile such references away during class construction to simplify the representation
of class values. This simplification is possible because invocations theaygdr can be uniquely
resolved at the point of class definition. The judgment favha - Mv, — Mw- specifies that

the method suitéd/v;, can be rewritten with respect to the super-class method &fiitéo produce

the super-free method suitéd/vs. The rules defining this judgment form appear in Appendix B.

The following rule defines the inheritance form for classes:

E, SFT —{ <,uv’mm€MT>M; (1:7'€R7y ) e S
E,SEC— {Ievsuper; </“]mm€MC>M]} S5
e L L R A Y

eVcon = [E £ {super — evsyper }; Ax.(super eqrgs) ® er] super ¢ dom(FE) 18)

E, St Xz :7).(super eqgs) ®er in T extends C —
{ €Veon; (v, MEMMT !, MEMTY ) o §

The first two lines specify the evaluation of the nested trait and class expressions. The third line
rewrites the trait's methods to remove referencesiper by inlining methods fronC'. The fourth

line constructs the appropriate closure to represent the constructor function for the new class. The
environment for this closure binds the fresh variahlger to the constructor function for clags,

its body merges the fields obtained frarnwith those defined directly in the new class. We added

the field concatenation operation to our expression calculus to support this usage.

3.5 Static semantics

In this section, we give an overview of the type system for our calculus, again focusing on the typing
rules for traits and classes as the other parts of our calculus are routine. For reference, Appendix C
contains the complete type system.

3.5.1 Contexts

All our typing judgments are written in terms of an ordered conkexthich lists free type variables
and maps trait names, class names, and variables to associated types. We use the following typing
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judgments to formulate our type system:

't ok well-formed context

I'kr well-formed type

'kr < m subtyping

'ET : 71 trait 7" has typer

I'F orperssae M+ 7 method suiteV/ has typer assumingsuper : Tsuper andself : 7gerr
T'kFp T method body: has typer

'eC : 7 classC' has typer

T'ke: 7T expressiore has typer

'Ht=(a)T = I'" well-formed trait declaration

Pke=C =T well-formed class declaration, yielding new environmght
T'tzx=e =1 well-formed expression declaration, yielding new environnignt
'kpP: 7T well-typed program, yielding new environmerit

3.5.2 Trait typing

In this section, we describe the rules for typing trait expressions. The first rule types trait names
applied to type arguments by instantiating the context's type for the trait with the supplied type
arguments, assuming those types are well-formed:

T(t) = A(d).7
-7 |7 =4

60
L (7)) : 7[7/d] (60)
The second rule types trait formation:
Tsuper = <l : Tlles> Tself :/\/(<l : TlleMUR>
F l_ TS“PETQTselfM : <m : Tmme > M rh R (61)

DF (M R ) s (R S R

It assigns atype td/, the method suite for the trait, under assumptions about the tygapei and

self. The type ofself, 751, cOntains each of the methods of the methd suite with the type inferred
for that method. It also contains all of the required methods of the trait with their programmer-
supplied types. The type afuper is a restriction ofrgqir to methods that must come from the
superclass. The method-suite typing judgment ensuresdhatis a subtype Ofsyper, & CONse-
guence of which is that both types are well-formed, as are the programmer-supplied types. The
condition M h ‘R guarantees that no method provided by the trait is marked as required. The re-
sulting type for the trait is a triple of the types of all of the trait’s fields and methods (both provided
and required), the set of methods that must be provided by any host supeflaasd the set of
required methodsR).

The rule for type checking symmetric concatenation of two traits is

F"Tl . <’ <l:7’lle£1>; 81; R1|>
THTy : ((1:7'2); So; Ra)
My =L1\R1 Ma=Ly\Ry Mjh My
Ry =Ri\ Mz RL,=Ra\ M
THT+ Ty o ((:7'€5Y52); S USy; RYURY,)

(62)
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This rule requires that the methods provided by the two traits are disjdifit @ Ms). The new
collection of required methods is the union of the methods requiret, lput not implemented in
T, (i.e, R}) and those required b, but not implemented iffy (i.e., R)). Shared abstract methods
are required to have the same type.

To type check method exclusion, we ensure that the method being removed was provided by the
trait (i.e, m € L\ R).
THET : ({:7'"); S; R) meL\R
CHT\m : ({:7'%); S; RuU{m})

(63)

Finally, the typing rule for method aliasing checks that the new narhgoes not already have
a binding (»’ ¢ £\ R), while ensuring that the old name does have onerf € £ \ R).

THT : ((1:7'%); S; R)
meL\R m & L\R Tm! = Tm
LCHTm —m] : ((L:7'5 m! 1)y S; R\ {m'})

The requirement that,,, = 7,,, is subtle: ifm/ is a required method i, (i.e. m’ € R), then the
condition ensures that the type assumedrfidrin 7' matches the type of method. If m' is not
required, (e, m’ € R), then the condition defines,’ to ber,,. Since we have added a binding for
m’, we removen’ from the set of required methods in the resulting trait.

(64)

3.5.3 Class typing

The key typing rule for classes is the rule for subclass formation:

T, :7F esuper © Tsuper I'z:7kep: <f:7'ff6]:>p
rET7T: (l:TllEL:T); Sr; Rr) T'FC : Tsuper—>{]l:7'll€£c]}
SrCL. Rr C(L.UF) F L. L=FULruUcL,
ZEE]}

I'F Xz :7).(super esyper) ep in T extends C : 7 — {l:7 (69)
This rule infers types for the argument to the superclass constructor function, the record of fields
defined in this class, the trdit to be incorporated, and the supercléssit ensures that the type
of the superclass argument matches the domain of the superclass constructor function. To verify
that C' satisfies all of the trait's superclass requirements, we checkShat L. Condition
Rr C (Lo U F) ensures that either or F provides all the methods and fields requiredZhyTo
guarantee that new fields do not conflict with existing fields, we checkAhatL-. The label set
L collects together the names of all the fields and methods of the new class. The formation of the
class type ensures that if the trait requires a given field or méthatth type ;, then the supplier of
I (either F or ') must give the syntactically identical type#to

3.6 Trait override

Although override is one of the primitive operations of Smalltalk traits, we did not include it as a
primitive in our calculus because it is derivable as a combination of method removal and symmetric
concatenation operations. Using the syrniax- 15 to denote overriding the trait, with 77, we

define the operation as follows:

Ti>Ty, = T1+((T2\m1)...\mn)

12



wheremy,...,m, = {m;|m; € Methods(T1)} and Methods(T') denotes the set of method
names with definitions in traif’.

The derived evaluation rule for override is:
E, SETy — ({(u, "My (1 :7/F1) e S
B, Sk Ty — ({0, (1:7/R2) o S
Ms=MiUMs R3=(Ri1UR2)\ M;j
E, SFTi>Ty — (M, o, MEMMIL (] 7[€Rs) ) o §

Note that unlike the rule for trait sum, this rule does not require that the method suites for the two
traits be disjoint.

(1)

The derived typing rule for override is:

CHT ({75 S Ry
Fl_TQ : <’ <l:7’lle£2>; 82; R2|>
Mlzﬁl\'Rl M2:£2\(R2UM1)
Ry =Ri\ Mz RL,=Ra\ M
CHETIoTy : ((1:7€FYE2) . S U Ss; RYURL)

(2)

4 Type Soundness

To show that the operational semantics is consistent with the type system, we must give types to
values, including object addresses. We cannot infer types for addresses by recursively examining
their subcomponents because stores may contain cycles. To solve this problem, we introduce the
notion of a store typin@, which maps object addresses to object types. This technique allows us

to type values independently of a particular store. This approach is reasonable because type-safe
computations always store results of different types in different locations. Judgments for typing
run-time values are written in terms of store typings:

Y F ok well-formed store type

YHFE:T environment E “has typel”

FS: % store S “has typeX

Yh@to:T well-typed trait value with free type variablés
Y (@)srsuperirserr MV 2 7' well-typed method suite value

¥ H(@)ireupersmsas MU T Well-typed method value

YFev:T well-typed class value

Yhev:T well-typed expression value

YFov:T well-typed object value

Intuitively, all object addresses are typechecked “globally,” with respect to the whole store:
Y F ok dom(X) = dom(S)
Va € dom(S) X+ S(a) : X(a) 3)
FS: X
The other rules related to typing run-time forms are largely straightforward. For completeness, they
appear in Appendix D.

We show soundness by first proving a subject reduction theorem, as is standard. To state subject
reduction, we must define some auxiliary terms first.
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Definition 4.1 (Context extension) Contextl” extendd", which we write[” < T, if IV - ok and
forall id € dom(T"), I" F I''(id) <: T'(id) and for alla € dom(T"), a € dom(I").

Definition 4.2 (Store typing extension)Store typingY’ extendsY, which we writeX’ < %, if
¥+ ok and for alla € dom(X), ¥'(a) = ¥(a).

Theorem 4.1 (Subject reduction)If T'Fp P : TandE, SFP —cve EF' eS andX - E: T
and- S : X, then there exist conteX! < I' and store typing2’ < X such that>’ - E’ : TV and
FS Y andX Fev: 7 andlV 7 <: 7.

The proof is by induction on the structure Bf It follows from a subsidiary lemma that expression
evaluation preserves types. O

To prove type soundness, we need a way to characterize whether a program terminates in our se-
mantics. In small-step semantics, nhon-termination corresponds to an infinite sequence of reduction
steps. In a big-step semantics, however, non-termination corresponds to a derivation tree of infinite
height.

Definition 4.3 (Program evaluation height) We define the evaluation height of a program expres-
sion P in environmentZ' and storeS to behg s(e), wherehg s(e) is defined in Appendix E.

Theorem 4.2 (Soundness of program evaluation)f ' Fp P : 7andX + E : T"and- S : X
and there exists an such thathgs(P) = n, then there exist a store typing < ¥, a storeS’, a
contextl” < T', an environmenf’, a type7’, and an expression valua such thaty + E’ : T
and- S : Y andE, SFP —eveE' oS andX Fev: 7 andek 7 <: 7.

The proof is by inductiom. O
Definition 4.4 (Divergence) We say a progran® divergesf there is non such thathfe(P) =n.

Corollary 4.1 (Type soundness)if e -p P : 7 then eitherP diverges or there exist a store
typingX, a storeS, a contexf’, an environmenE, a typer’, and an expression valu@ such that
YFE:Tand- S:Yande, e P —eveFeSandX Fev: 7 andet 7/ <: 7.

In English, if closed progran® has typer, then eitherP diverges or evaluates to an expression
value whose type improves upon the statically determinedtype

5 Related work

Our first attempt formalize traits in a typed setting is reported in a workshop paper [FR04]. This
paper builds on this previous work in several significant ways. Most importantly, the caclulus in
described in this paper supports polymorphic traits, which are crucial to support examples such as
the synchronized readers given in Section 2. The calculus in this paper also has a more realistic
object model, with stateful objects and object initialization. We have also fixed a number of minor
warts in the previous design.
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The starting point for our calculus was the formal model of Smalltalk traits described ByliSch
et al. [SDNT02], but our work differs in many significant ways. The two semantics have a very
different style and scope: we have taken an operational approach to specifying the semantics of a
minimal, but complete, calculus of traits, whereas they use a series of abstract mathematical objects
(e.g, finite maps) to define the semantics of method dispatch, but do not address the semantics of a
complete language. Most importantly, we address the issue of incorporating traits into a statically-
typed class-based language. The other differences are mainly syntactic. To keep our calculus small
and regular, we localized method definitions to traits, which in turn required allowing methods in
traits to refer to fields, and we defined override as a derived form. Although minimal, our calculus
subsumes the Smalltalk trait modek(, any term in their model can be translated to a term in our
model if one ignores the issue of typing).

There is similarity between our calculus of traits and the use of premethod collections to encode
classes [AC96, RR96], but previous work on premethods focused on building a complete suite
of methods and not on independent combinable traits. We have explored using the combination
of modules, object types, and premethods to encode traits in Moby [FRO3], but the encoding is
cumbersome.

While the purpose of this paper is developing the foundations of typed traits, we briefly survey
other work related to the design of traits as a language feature.

There are strong similarities between traits amgins[BC90, FKF98, OAC 03], which are an-
other mechanism designed to give many of the benefits of multiple inheritance in single-inheritance
languages without the complications. The main difference between mixins and traits is that mixins
force a linear order in their composition (it is this order that avoids the complexities of the diamond
property). This linear order introduces fragility problems and may make code maintenance more
difficult [SDNBO3]. Personalities are another trait-like mechanism designedyar, although they
are much more limited in their expressiveness [Bla98] and they do not have a formal model.

Bracha’s Jigsaw framework is often cited as the first formal account of mixins [Bra92]. While
his framework shares with traits the goal of replacing a monolithic class mechanism with simplier
operators, it is a more powerful and complicated system with operators for global renaming of
methods, static binding (or freezing), and visibility control. Traits can be viewed as a restricted
subset of Jigsaw. While Bracha gave a dynamic semantics for Jigsaw and a type system, he did not
prove type soundness.

The termtraits has been used idelegationbased (orprototypebased) languages, such as
Self [US87], to describe objects that serve as repositories of methods. In Self, new objects are
generated by cloning prototype objects, which, in turn, may delegate behavior to methods defined
in trait objects. Like Smalltalk, Self is a dynamically typed language, so it does not address the
issue of statically typing trait objects.

6 Conclusion

Traits are a promising new mechanism for constructing class hierarchies from reusable compo-
nents [SDNBO03]. While this mechanism has been designed for Smalltalk, we believe it could be
useful for statically-typed object-oriented programming languages as well. This paper is the first
step in developing statically-typed traits as a programming language mechanism. In it, we have
described a statically-typed core calculus of traits, demonstrated its expressiveness via an example,
and shown a type soundness result. A number of interesting questions about typed traits remain.
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We briefly outline some of these questions in the remainder of this section.

In the interests of simplicity, we purposefully omitted a number of common features from our
calculus, including depth subtyping and privacy controls. We do not believe that the introduction
of depth subtyping will cause significant problems for type soundness. In previous work unrelated
to traits, we supported privacy using signature ascription at the module level [FR99]. In principal,
this technique should apply to our trait calculus, but we have not worked out the details of trait
signatures.

Our type system maintains information about required labels at the trait level. Although the type
system would be more verbose, we could also track per-method information about required labels
using techniques similar to those developed in work typing extensible objects [BL95]. This more
precise information would allow us to drop non-referenced labels from the required set in typing
method exclusion, achieving more flexibily.

Another, more speculative direction, is make traits and classes first-class. We have not yet
explored this possibility in detail.
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A Shorthands

We use a collection of shorthand notations for sequengésa possibly non-empty, comma sepa-
rated list of typesX [7'/a] denotes the simultaneous substitutior’dér @ in X, whereX is either
atyper or a trait valuev; |7] denotes the length of the sequentandl’ - 7 denotes the sequence
of judgement®’ + 7, ...,I' - 7,, wherer? = 7, ..., 7.

We use the notatiotif = ev /<) (f') = evys to denote selecting thg field from the record
of fields (f = C'Uffej:>|:. Similarly, we treat method suites as finite maps from their index set to
their method bodies,e., (1 : 7, = Avp) " MIM(m’) = Av,y as long asn’ € M. Finally, we
use the functioy((m : 7, = Avy,), m') = 7, @s long asn’ € M to extract the type associated
with a method in a method suite.

B Evaluation

For purposes of evaluation, we tregif as an expression variabie., self € VARIABLES.

B.1 Additional syntax to support evaluation

E = 0| Ex{t— (@)tv} | Ex{c— cw} | Ex{xz— ev} environment
S = 0 |S*{a— ov} store
tv == (Muv; (0)) trait value
Mv = {(uw,,"M)u method suite value
wv  m= (m:7T = \v) method definition value
cv = {Av; Mu} class value
ev = a object address
| function value
| fo fields record value
| 0 unit value
A = [E; Az.e] function value
fo == (f=ev; ) field record value
ov == (fv; Mv) object value
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B.2 Evaluation judgement forms

E, S-P—eve E' oS program evaluation

E, SED— Fef declaration evaluation

E, ST —tvef trait evaluation

E, SFM— MveS method suite “compilation”
E, SFu—puvesS method “compilation”

E, SEC —cveS class evaluation

E, Ste—cvel expression evaluation
Mvt+ Mvy — Muvy Method suite:super-inliing
Mv ¢ pvy = pvs Method body:super-inling

Muv, EFe; = ey o E' Expression:super-inlining

B.3 Evaluation rules

E,SFD—FE'eS

E' S+FP—cveFE" eS" 4 E, Ste—eved
E, SED;P —eveE"eS" B, Sre—cebBes O
E, SET —tveS t & dom(FE) ©)
E, Stt=(@)T —E+{t— (d)tv}eS
E, SEC—cveS ¢ ¢ dom(E) @ E, Ste—cvey z ¢ dom(FE) ®)
E,Stec=C—Ex{c—cv}eS E,Str=e— Et{z—ev}es
> E, SFM — MveS
E(t) = (d)tv : (10)
E, SFt(7) — tv[F/d] e S ©) B, SE(M;(6)) — (Muv; (6))eS
E, STy — (v, ™M)y (1: ') e S
E, St Ty — ({uv,," M) (1:7'R2) ) 0 S
Mih My M= M;UM, RgZ(RlURQ)\Mg (11)
E, SETI+T, — q <,u11mmeM3>M; <[ . Tll€R3> |> S
E, SET — ((u,," M)\ (1: 7€) ) e S
m e M W = (M : Ty = Av) (12)
E, SET\m — { (v, "M\ Iy (12 7R ) o0 5
E, SFT — ({uv,," M)y (1: ') ) e S
me M m ¢ M Wom = (M : T = M) (13)
E, SETm — m] — { {uv,,"€M, (m/ : 7y = M)y (L 7 S ) e §
E,Stm(z:mn):mfe— (m:m11 > m=[E; Nz:71).¢])eS (14)
E, St py — pv, o8 forallm e M (15)
E‘7 Sk <Mmm€M>M _ <Mvm"LEM>M. S
¢ € dom(E) i (17)
B Src—E(0)eS (16) B, St il — {[; Aw()el; (up oS
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E, SET — </w’mm€MT>M; (- TllERT> oS

E, St C — {evsuper; (v, "M o S
e L e e T "

€Ucon = |E % {super — evsyper }; Ax.(super eqrgs) ® ep] super ¢ dom(E) (18)
E, SE Xa:7).(super egrgs) ®ep in T extends C —
{Ievcon; <’LL,Um'ITLEMC\MT7 NUHmmEMT>M]} oS
20
E, Stz — E(z)eS (19) E,SFEXz:7).e — [E; \x.c]o S (20)
E, Stc— {[EFp; A\x.ep]; Mv]}eS
E, Ste; — [E1; Ax.c] e Sy E, Ste—ecveS;
E, SiFeys — evy 05, Erp £ {x—ev}, Si-er — fvoeSy
Ey £ {z+—evs}, Sobe—evelsS; a & dom(Ss)
E, Skeiles — eveSs E, Stnewce — aeSy+ {a— (fv; Mv)}
(21) (22)

E, St self — E(self) e S (23)

E,SFe—aeS Si(a)=(fv; Mv) Muv(m)=[En; A\t.€n]

24
E, Stem — [E, £ {self — a}; \z.e,,] S (24)
E,Ske—aeS; Si(a)= (fv; Mv) fo(f)=evs (25)
E, Skef—evseS
E, Steg—aeS E, Sikes—evoeSy Sya)={((f= evff€f>|:; M) (26)
E, Step.fli=ea—()oSa+{a— ((f= evffef\{f/}, [/ =evo)r; Mu)}
27
E, SF(F— (peS (7)
E, Skeg—evieS; - E S, 1Fe,—ev,05, 28)
E, Sl_<fl:elv~--7fn:€n>F—)<f1:evl7-~-afn:evn>F.Sn
E, Ste— (f= evff6fl>p051 E, SikFe— (f= evffeﬁ),:oSg 29)
E, Steg®es — (f = evffEflUfz}F e Sy
(30)

E,SF()— (eS8

B.4 Super in-lining

In this section, we present the details a method suite rewriting, which is used to resolve super-
method dispatch statically. To eliminate referencesuper, we rewrite method bodies before

they are installed in classes, essentially inlining the superclass’s method bodies. We rewrite method
bodies with respect to a superclass method suite. The rewriting works by replacing each super class
referencesuper.m with a fresh variable:,,, and augmenting the containing method’s closure with

a mapping frome,,, to the closure associated with the super class method.
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Mo+ pvy, = pv!,  forall m e M

m 31
Muv - <MUmmEM>M:> <U'U/mm6M>M ( )
Mv, EFe= ¢ o E' (32)
Muvk (m:7=[E; Ax.e]) = (m:7=[E; Az.¢/])
Mv, EbFe=¢ o F'
Muv, EFz=zeFE (33) Muv, EF ANz :7)e= ANz :7).e' o E
(34)
Mv, Ebeg = ¢ej o FE' Muv, E' ey = e, o E” (35)
Mv, E+ ejeg = €)e, @ BV
Mv, EFe=—¢ o F'
Mo, EF o 9 37)
v, Ef-new ce = newce'e Mo, EF self — self o E
Ty & dom(E) Ty(Mv,m) =1, — 7/, Muv(m) = [En; Ax.en] (38)
Mv, E - super.m = x,, self @ E £ {x,, — [En; Aself M x : 7)).en]}
Mv, EFe=—¢ o F' (39) M,Ebe= ¢ oF (40)
My, EFem=—¢.mekFE' Muv, EFef=—¢.foFE'
Muv, Ete; =€} o F’ Mv, E'+- ey = e, e E” (41)
Muv, EtFe.fi=ey=¢€|.f i =¢e, e B
42
M’U,E"<>F$<>F.E ( )
Mv, Etej = ¢€jeE; -+ Muv, E, 1te,= ¢ oF, 43)
MU7 E|_<f1:ela---7fn:en>F:<f1:e,17'-~7fn:e;1>F.En
Mv, Ete; = ¢} o F’ Muv, E'+ ey = e, o E” (44)
Muv, EFei®ey=¢, De,o L
(45)

Mv, EF ()= (o E

C The type system

All of our typing judgments are written in terms of contexts, which map trait names, class names,
and variables to associated types. They also record free type variables.

id € TNAMESU CNAMES U VARIABLES U {self, super}
a € TYVARIABLES
P == ¢|id:7|T, «

We assume that the sets AMES, CNAMES, VARIABLES, {self, super}, and TrVARIABLES
are mutually disjoint.
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C.1 Context formation rules

'k7 id¢dom(T)

(46)

e+ ok T',id:7F ok
I'kok ag¢l
I', aF ok (48)
C.2 Well-formed types
I'ok acl Latr
TFa (49) ' Ad).7
Lk (: Tll€£>
SURCL (51) T (7S5
Fl—(|<l:nl€£>;8;7€|> F"{HIT[IEL:]}
'+ ok I'tr forallle L (53) '+ ok I'kr7y forall f e F
TF (175 TE(f 7<)
I'trnn T'kmny (55) TF ok
F'-7m — 7 I+ Unit
C.3 Subtyping
'k s DH(:n') Lo C Ly
't < 71 (57) L {: TllE£1> < {l: TllE£2>
7 <o ThH < 74 (59)

/ " . ! "
Fem—1 <15 —15

C.4 Trait typing

I'(t) = A(@).7 -7+ |7 = |@|
TF7) : 7[7/d]

l€S> ZEMUR>

Tsuper — <l t T Tself = <l -7
F '7 TsupexﬁTself‘M : <m : T7nm€M> M m R

' (M; <l:Tll€R>D : Q(l:TllEMUR>; S; R)

TET : ((:n'S) S Ra) THT s (1 1'€9%); Sos Ro)
./\/‘1:51\7?,1 Mgzﬁg\Rg Mlm./\/lg
Ry =Ri\ Mz Rh=Ry\ M
DT+ Ty 2 ((1:7'S59%2) S USy: R URS)
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(47)

(50)

(52)

(54)

(56)

(58)

(60)

(61)

(62)



T : ((:7'5); & R) meL\R
CET\m : ({I:7'%); & RU{m})

THET : ((1:7'%); S; R)
meL\R mEgL\R Ty =Tn

THTim —m] : ({75 m! 1) S R\ {m'})

C.5 Method suite typing

I', super : Tsuper, self : Tge1r F i, @ 7, forall m e M
I'F Tself <: Tsuper [k Tear <: (m:7,meM)

F '7 Tsuper; Tself <Mmm€M>M : <m : Tmm€M>

C.6 Method body typing

Iez:mbFe:mn

FEm(xz:m):nfe} : 11— 7

C.7 Class typing

't ok ' ok

Tre T (67) T il : Unit — { }

I'z:7kep : <f27'ff€]:>|: T, :7F esuper : Tsuper
-7 : Q<Z:Tll€£T>; St; Rr) '-C : Tsupw—>{[l:7'll€£°]}
Sr C L. Rr C(L.UF) FhL, L=FULrUL,

[ Az : 7).(super euper) ® ep in T extends C : 7 — {1: 7'}
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(64)

(65)

(66)

(68)

(69)



C.8 Well-typed expressions

I'F ok (70) Ix:mbe: n
Ptz : I'(x) FFXx:m)e: 1 — T
I'Fep : m—1 F"C:T—){[l:Tlle‘Cl}
Tk . 'kFe:r
= (72) ez
T'kele : 7 Fknewce : ({:7""")
'+ ok (74) I'FT(super) <: (m: 7py)
I+ self : I'(self) I+ super.m : 7,
ke : 7 'ke :7 TH7 < (f:7p)
k7 < {l:7m) IhFey 7y
TFel:n (76) T'key.fi=ey : Unit
'k ok I'key : forall f € F
DH(f=ef" e s (Forf? e
ke : <f27'ff€]:1>|: 'kes : (f:TffG}—Z),: Fih Fy
ke @es : (f:TffEEU}-?),:
L' ok (80) Pkte:7 ThHr <2 7/
Tk () : Unit Tke :
C.9 Declaration typing
t & dom(T") ra+T : 7 (82) ¢ & dom(T") r-c:r
F'Ft=(@T =T, t: A(d).7 'te=C=T,c:7
x & dom(T") 'ke:r
84
l'Ce=e=T,z:7 (84)
C.10 Program typing
'D =TI I"FpP o1 (85) I'ke: T
I'tpD;P : 7 I'kFpe: T

D Run-time typing

(71)

(73)

(75)

(77)

(78)

(79)

(81)

(83)

(86)

We introduce the notion of a store type, denoted by the meta-vabalitore types map addresses

to closed types.
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D.1 Well-formed store type

Va € dom(X), e F X(a)
Y+ ok

D.2 Well-typed environment

Y+ ok
Yhe:e

SEFE:T  Skgtvir ¢ dom(E)
SEEL{t— (Q)tv}: (T, t: Ad).7)

SHFE:T SkFev:T ¢ ¢ dom(FE)
YFEt{c—cw}:T,c: 1)

YFE:T Shev:t ebT <7 x ¢ dom(E)
SFE+{z—ev}: (T z:7T)

D.3 Store typing

Y F ok dom(X) = dom(S) Va € dom(S) X+ S(a) : X(a)

FS: X2

D.4 Typing rules

R M M Tself = <l : TlleRUM> Tsuper = <l : Tlles>
X F(&);Tsuperfrself Mv : <m : Tmm€M>

Y k@ (| Muv; (1 Tll€R> EREUE TlleRUM>; S; R)

Y+ ok
OF Tself <! Tsuper O b Tsetr <: (m:1y™
Y F(@);rsuperitserr MUm * Tm forall m € M

by I_(&);‘rsuper;rself </“1mm6M>M: (m: Tmm6M>

€M>

YHE:T T, &, super : Tsuper, S€lf : Tge1r, 2 : 7' e : 7"

Y (@) ireuperiraae (M2 T = 7" = [E; Az.e]) i 7 — 1"

SEM:T = (frrf ) Y0 s@mieromy Mu s (m: Ty MEM)

s\/

S E{ v Mv]}:TH{]Z:TIZEfUM]}

Y ok
YFha:X(a)

FE:T Lo:7Fe: 71"
SFH[E; Ax.e] T — 1"

Y+ ok Ykevp:Th ebTp < 7mp forall f € F
El—(f:evffef)pz<f:7'ff€f)|:
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(87)

(88)

(89)

(90)

(91)

(92)

(93)

(94)

(95)

(96)

(97)

(98)

(99)



Y+ ok 100
YF():Unit (100)

Skfo(frf e Sk .mierumy Mo (m 1, €M)

3

Y E(fv; Mv):(1: Tlle}-UM>

(101)

E Type Soundness: Auxiliary lemmas

Theorem E.1 (Subject reduction)lf T'-p P : 7andE, SF P —ecveE' oS andX - E: T
andt S : X, then there exist contex! < I" and store typing-’ < X such thaty' - E’ : T and
FS:YandY Fev:7mandlV 7' <: 7.

Definition E.1 (Expression evaluation height) We define the evaluation height of an expression
in environment® and storeS to beh g s(e), wherehg s(e) is defined in Figure 6.

Lemma E.1 (Soundness of expression evaluatioljI' e : 7andX - F : T"and- S : &
and there exists an such thath s(e) = n, then there exist a store typiny < 3, a storeS’, an
expression valuev, and a typer’ such thatt), S+ e — eve S’ andr S : ¥ and¥ + ev : 7/
andI -7 <: 7.

The proof is by inductiom. O

Definition E.2 (Program evaluation height) We define the evaluation height of a program expres-
sion P in environmentZ and storeS to behgvs(e), Wherehgs(e) is defined as follows:

— (AT _ hp g(P) HE, Skt=(@)T —E'eS
hg,s(t=(a)T;P) = 1+ { 1 otherwise

Cem WEs(P) B, Ste=C— s
hg, s(c=C;P) = 1+ { 1 otherwise

e _ hi si(P) B, Skaz=ec— FEeS
he, s(x =e; P) = 1+ hgs(e) + { 1 otherwise
hg) S(e) = hE’,S(e)
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hE)S(x) =1
hg,s(Mz:7)e) = 1
hE“s(el 62) = 1
+ hg s(er
n hE,sl e2) ifE, Ske — [Er; Az.e]e Sy
1 otherwise
hEli{xr—»evg} Sz( ) if E, Ste — [El, /\1‘6] e .S
+ andE‘7 S1 ey — evy 0.5y
otherwise
hg, s(new ce) =
+ h,E7s( )
hEpt{z—ev}, s, (er) fE, Stc— {[Ep; Av.ep]; Mv]eS
+ andE, Ske — eve S
1 otherwise
hE”g(Self) = 1
hg s(super.m) = 1
hg, s(e.m) = 1+hg s(e)
he, s(e.f) = 1+hgs(e)
hE7s(€1.f/ = 62) =1
+ hg s(er)
n hg s, (e2) fE, Ske — evi oS
1 otherwise
he,s(()F) =1
hE,So(<f1 =€1,... afn = en>F)
=1
+ hE7 So (61)
hE’Snil(en) |f E, SU = e — evy e Sl
+ .
andE, S, otFe, 1 — ev,_ 105, 1
1 otherwise
he,s(er ® es) = 1
+ hE’S(Bl)
+ hE731(€2) |f E‘7 Sl-el —>6’U1.Sl
1 otherwise
he,s(()) =1

Figure 6: Definition of function for calculating the evaluation height of an expression.
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