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Sydney offers a compelling combination of sympathetic courts, supportive laws, professional capability and facilities

combination of sympathetic courts, supportive

laws, professional capability, superb facilities

and one of the world’s most outstanding

venues – Sydney.
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With the increased acceptance of interna-

tional arbitration, the demand for suitable,

neutral venues has grown accordingly.

Australia, because of the high regard 

internationally for the excellence and

sophistication of its legal profession, has

substantial grounds for consideration 

as a prime venue. It offers a compelling 

The international business community

needs little convincing about the value 

of international arbitration for resolving 

disputes in connection with cross-border

transactions. 

A carefully drafted dispute resolution

agreement at the start of a transaction 

is a crucial tool for managing business 

relationships fairly and impartially. 



Have you considered
the advantages of

Sydney as a venue?
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Sydney is an English-speaking, multi-cultural,

sophisticated city of 4.1 million people,

with a strong legal community well versed

in international commercial arbitration 

and its requirements.

Perhaps because of the splendour of

Sydney Harbour, the proximity of spectacular

beaches, the open, friendly character of its

inhabitants or, more likely, a combination

of all three, Sydney was voted “The world’s

best city” in 2003 by readers of the leading

American travel magazine, Travel and
Leisure.

As host city of the Summer Olympics in

2000, Sydney demonstrated to the world

its capacity to provide infrastructure and

service of the highest standard, a capability

that has not gone unnoticed.

In January 2003, the Sydney Conference

and Visitors Bureau reported an 85%

increase in international conference 

bookings.

All the major hotel chains are represented

and favourable foreign exchange rates 

give Sydney a significant edge in the cost

of accommodation, meals, auxiliaries and

infrastructure.

It is a constant surprise to visitors to learn

that Sydney is one of the world’s most 

culturally diverse cities. It is home to people

from 180 different nations speaking 140

different languages.

Should they be needed, Sydney’s translator

services rival any in the world, and these

services are regularly exported to assist in

meetings in countries in Asia. 

Sydney also offers a pleasant alternative 

to extremes of climate with an average

summer daytime temperature of 26 degrees

Celsius, winter daytime temperature of 

17 degrees and an average of 240 days of

beautiful blue skies and sunshine a year.
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When Juan Antonio Samaranch, former

President of the IOC, proclaimed the

Sydney Olympics “the best ever” he 

wasn’t merely referring to the outstanding

performances of the competitors.

Competitiveness and the desire to be best

are ingrained in the Australian character

and the President’s accolade was more a

comment on the excellence of the facilities,

organisation, administration, accommodation,

transport and the willingness of people 

to contribute.

Competitiveness and the desire to be best are ingrained in the Australian character

4

David Messent Photography



Have you considered
Sydney in terms 

of convenience and
value for money?

These qualities apply equally to Sydney as 

a venue for arbitration.

Sydney has meeting rooms, facilities and

staff capable of meeting all your requirements

to the letter.

The city has a first class transport system,

comprising a comprehensive urban network

of railways, buses, light rail, monorail, 

harbour and river ferries, taxis, hire cars 

and chauffeur services. 

The international airport has the advantage

of being just fifteen minutes from the 

central business district.

You will find whichever chain of hotels you

are familiar with, often with outstanding

harbour views.

Accommodation choices range from the

luxurious to the modest and all enjoy 

the benefit of a favourable exchange rate.

According to Runzheimer International

(2000), accommodation and meals cost

around half as much in Sydney as they do

in London and New York, and a third less

than Hong Kong, Paris or Buenos Aires.

There is also another important consideration

when considering Sydney as a venue.

Australia is politically stable and one of the

safest destinations in the world in an age

when, regrettably, issues such as terrorism

and the recent SARS epidemic must be

taken into account.

Paris
Room rate $US475
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London
Room rate $US415

Hong Kong
Room rate $US385

New York
Room rate $US320

Tokyo
Room rate $US280

Singapore
Room rate $US120

Sydney
Room rate $US200



Sydney enjoys significant advantages both as a neutral venue and as the seat for international arbitration

The Australian legal profession is world

class and Australian courts are highly 

supportive of arbitration as a desirable

method of resolving disputes.

The International Arbitration Act 1974
(IAA) incorporates the UNCITRAL Model

Law on Arbitration, and includes several

provisions which enhance Sydney’s appeal

as a neutral venue.

Australia has been a signatory to the 

New York Convention on the Recognition

and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral

Awards since 1975.

6

John Porter Photography



Sydney people are 
friendly and so is 

the legal environment 
for international 

arbitrations
Sydney’s commercial courts appreciate the

independence and significance of arbitral

proceedings and are rigorous in enforcing

arbitral awards.

The courts are extremely efficient, of 

the highest integrity and noted for the 

consistency of their decisions. Participants

can engage in proceedings with a high

degree of certainty, confident of what to

expect from the courts. 

It is up to the parties to decide whether 

the arbitration will be governed by the IAA

or by a different set of arbitration rules.

Opt-out provisions in the IAA allow parties

to opt out of the Model Law and still rely

upon the remainder of the Act. 

On the other hand, parties may find it both

useful and practical to opt in to additional

provisions within the IAA that provide for the

consolidation of proceedings, interest rates

and the enforcement of interim measures.

Importantly, foreign lawyers may appear 

in arbitrations conducted in Australia. 

The IAA allows parties before an arbitration 

tribunal to be represented by qualified legal

practitioners or any persons of their choice

from any other jurisdiction. 

In light of the sympathetic legal environment,

it is clear that Sydney enjoys significant

advantages both as a neutral venue and 

as the seat for international arbitration, 

a fact appreciated by delegates to the 

6th IBA International Arbitration Day 

and LCIA Symposium hosted in Sydney 

in February 2003.

Supportive 
commercial courts

Representation
through 
foreign lawyers

Opt-in/opt-out 
provisions

International
Arbitration Act 1974

UNCITRAL 
Model Law 

New York 
Convention 1958

Sympathetic 
legal environment
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Everything you need to ensure the processes of arbitration proceed smoothly and efficiently is available in Sydney
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Australia has produced some of the most

highly regarded international arbitrators,

including such people as Sir Laurence Street,

QC, Andrew Rogers, QC, Trevor Morling, QC,

and Michael Pryles, AM.

Additionally, Australian law firms and 

members of the Bar have considerable

international experience and have earned

an enviable reputation not just for their

legal and administrative skills but also for

their cultural awareness and sensitivity.

A significant number of national law firms

with offices in Sydney employ specialist

lawyers dedicated to international arbitration.
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These firms can offer specific arbitration

advice, act as counsel or country represen-

tative of counsel, and undertake to enforce

foreign arbitral awards in Australia.

Everything you need to ensure that the

processes of arbitration proceed smoothly

and efficiently is available in Sydney.

The Australian Centre for International

Commercial Arbitration (ACICA) is based 

in Sydney to administer arbitrations and 

to provide assistance with auxiliaries and 

infrastructure. You can rely on professional

assistance from ACICA in respect of hearing

rooms, facilities, staff and cost estimation.

A similar service is also provided by the

Australian Commercial Disputes Centre (ACDC).

The London Court of International

Arbitration (LCIA) and the Chartered

Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) have local

chapters or branches in Sydney, which 

are able to provide support.

In short, Sydney has the people, the 

experience, the expertise, the administrative

and logistical support, a sophisticated legal

system, an accommodating International

Arbitration Act and a sound foundation 

in the Model Law for dispute resolution.

Plus a venue as friendly, attractive and 

stimulating as any. 

Have you considered 
the institutions, 

familiar names and 
friendly faces which can

support your proceedings?

International 
Law Firms

Institute of Arbitrators
& Mediators
Australia (IAMA)

International
Chamber of
Commerce (ICC)

London Court 
of International
Arbitration (LCIA)

Australian Centre 
for International
Commercial
Arbitration (ACICA)

Australian
Commercial Disputes
Centre (ACDC)

Chartered Institute 
of Arbitrators (CIArb)



The commercial environment is underpinned by a sound system of contract and corporate law, 
an excellent judicial system and transparency in government

Sydney is a thriving commercial centre, 

the financial centre of Australia and one 

of the leading financial centres of the 

Asia-Pacific region.
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There are many reasons.

Australia has one of the best performing

economies in the Western world. It has 

the fourteenth largest economy by GNP,

eclipsing the combined economies of

Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia and the

Philippines.



Have you considered
why multinational 

companies are happy 
to call Sydney home?

Reasonable bureaucratic requirements

encourage multinational companies to

establish and run businesses in Australia.

The commercial environment is underpinned

by a sound legal system, an excellent judicial

system and transparency in government.

The commercial court system is both sound

and efficient and generally manages to

expedite cases quickly.

Importantly, Sydney is convenient to 

other major cities in the region, being only

a few airline meals, a movie or two or a 

well-deserved snooze away. 

Thirty-eight international airlines use

Kingsford Smith International Airport, 

providing regular and convenient daily

access to the world’s major cities.

The combination of commercial environment,

accessibility and, of course, lifestyle has

made Sydney the first choice for domestic

and regional headquarters for multinational

companies, industries and services.

For example, 79% of domestic and foreign

banks are headquartered in Sydney. 

Around 65% of multinational companies,

which have regional headquarters in the

Asia-Pacific, have chosen Sydney as their

base of operations.

And the Court of Arbitration for Sport,

which is headquartered in Lausanne,

Switzerland, established its second 

permanent court for arbitration in Sydney.

This Oceania Registry has been operating

since 1996.

Sydney, and other major cities in Australia,

are considered plum appointments among

foreign nationals and are among the few

cities in the region in which compensatory

hardship salary loadings do not apply.

London
Av. 10 flights daily each way

Frankfurt
Av. 10 flights daily each way

Singapore
Av. 8 flights daily each way

Hong Kong
Av. 7 flights daily each way

Tokyo
Av. 6 flights daily each way

West Coast USA
Av. 4 flights daily each way

Kuala Lumpur
Av. 3 flights daily each way
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After a hard day of arbitration Sydney can promise you a decision as difficult 
as any you face in the course of your work – where to dine? 

Both Tetsuya’s and Rockpool have been

voted among the world’s top ten restaurants

by the London magazine, Restaurant, with

Guillaume at Bennelong, Claudes, MG

Garage, The Quay, Salt and others also

beneficiaries of international accolades. 

Parties to international arbitration may

argue all day but the one thing everyone

agrees on is the excellence of Sydney’s

restaurants.

Once the world’s best kept secret, Sydney

restaurants are at last receiving long overdue

recognition for their cutting edge cuisine

and stunning locations.
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Food for thought.
Have you considered

dining at Tetsuya’s 
or Rockpool instead 

of The Savoy?In addition to the premier restaurants there

are a multitude of others offering exciting

and innovative fine dining experiences at

more modest prices, plus ethnic restaurants

including Japanese, Chinese, Italian,

French, Malay, Indian, Lebanese and

Vietnamese, all of which capitalise on the

availability of outstanding ingredients to

produce dishes the equal of – or better

than – those found in their country of origin.

Sydney offers the endless variety of clubs,

bars and pubs that you’d expect from a 

city the size of London. They range from

the ultra chic to the downright rowdy, 

with dancing, live bands, acts and comics.

Live theatre is well supported as is the

music scene, with the elaborate staging 

of operas, recitals, classical, jazz and 

contemporary music concerts. Multi-theatre

cinemas show the latest movies from the

USA and the UK while French and foreign

language movies can be seen at art-house

cinemas.

Australia is renowned for its sporting ability

and evening rugby, rugby league, soccer,

tennis and day/night cricket matches can

make an exciting diversion. 

Alternatively you can do what many

Sydneysiders do and linger over dinner. 

Dining out is a favourite Sydney pastime

and it is not unusual to spend three to four

hours over a meal.

There are endless ways to unwind and the

beauty is you don’t have to look far to find

them.

13

Guillaume at Bennelong

Sydney
1 doz oysters
$US20

Paris
1 doz oysters
$US29

Singapore
1 doz oysters 
$US25

Tokyo
1 doz oysters 
$US33

Hong Kong
1 doz oysters
$US42

New York
1 doz oysters
$US34

London
1 doz oysters
$US31



Law Firms

Allens Arthur Robinson

Andrea Martignoni, Partner

T +61 2 9230 4485

F +61 2 9230 5333

Andrea.Martignoni@aar.com.au

www.aar.com.au

Blake Dawson Waldron

Amanda Davidson, Partner

T +61 2 9258 6560

F +61 2 9258 6999

amanda.davidson@bdw.com

www.bdw.com

General Enquiries

Bernhard Ripperger

T +61 2 9286 3591

F +61 2 9267 3125

info@sydneyarbitration.com

www.sydneyarbitration.com
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Arbitral Institutions

Australian Centre for International

Commercial Arbitration (ACICA)

Bernhard Ripperger

T +61 2 9286 3591

F +61 2 9267 3125

ceo@acdcltd.com.au

www.acica.com.au

Australian Commercial Disputes Centre

(ACDC)

Bernhard Ripperger

T +61 2 9267 1000

F +61 2 9267 3125

ceo@acdcltd.com.au

www.acdcltd.com.au

Chartered Institute of Arbitrators –

Australian Branch (CIArb)

Bernhard Ripperger

T +61 2 9267 1000

F +61 2 9267 3125

info@arbitrators.org.au

www.arbitrators.org.au

International Chamber of Commerce

Australia (ICC Australia)

Millie Edwards

T +61 2 9921 4259

F +61 3 8608 2547

millie.edwards@iccaustralia.org

www.iccaustralia.org

London Court of International Arbitration –

Australian Chapter (LCIA)

Andrew Gibson

T +61 2 9277 5073

F +61 2 9364 8455

andrew.gibson@poports.com.au

www.lcia-arbitration.com

Other contacts

Tourism New South Wales

www.tourism.nsw.gov.au

Attorney General’s Department

www.law.gov.au

Department of Industry, Tourism & Resources

www.industry.gov.au

Who to contact
Clayton Utz

Doug Jones, Partner

T +61 2 9353 4120

F +61 2 8220 6700

djones@claytonutz.com 

www.claytonutz.com 

Freehills

Keith Steele, Partner

T +61 2 9225 5575

F +61 2 9322 4000

keith.steele@freehills.com

www.freehills.com.au

Mallesons Stephen Jaques

David Fairlie, Partner

T +61 2 9296 2000

F +61 2 9296 3999

david.fairlie@mallesons.com

www.mallesons.com

Minter Ellison

Patrick George, Partner

T +61 2 9921 4509

F +61 2 9921 8148

patrick.george@minterellison.com

www.minterellison.com
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The Sydney Arbitral Venue Committee ('Committee') is made up of representatives
of each of the law firms mentioned on page 14 and 15. The Committee does not
represent any other institutions mentioned herein. For information about the
Committee, general enquiries or requests please contact the Committee under
info@sydneyarbitration.com.

The Committee gratefully acknowledges Rockpool, Guillaume at Bennelong,
GettyImages, Phil Gray Photography, David Messent Photography, John Porter
Photography and Alpine Imagination for their support and kind permission for 
the use of their photographs in this brochure.

Price comparisons given are representative only and refer to comparable standards.
Prices are from a range and are subject to a change. Reference to the number of
flights on page 11 is made on the basis of the number of direct and indirect
flights available from and to Sydney.

This brochure is intended to provide general information on and in relation to
conducting international arbitrations in Australia and the availability of legal and
administrative support in Australia, as well as information about Australia and
Sydney in general and is current at the time of printing (October 2003).

All rights reserved.

© 2003 Sydney Arbitral Venue Committee.
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