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September 23, 1950 
McCarran Internal Security Act 
 
Although opposed by the President and the Departments of Defense, Justice, and the CIA, the McCarran 
Internal Security Act was passed over Truman's veto and became law in September 1950. 
 
The bill required all "Communist-action organizations" to register with the government and made 
American citizens liable for prosecution for such ill-defined crimes as "fomenting revolution." 

 
 
AN ACT 
To protect the United States against certain 
un-American and subversive activities by 
requiring registration of Communist or-
ganizations, and for other purposes. 
 
SEC. 2. As a result of evidence adduced 
before various committees of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, the Congress 
hereby finds that- 
 
(l) There exists a world Communist 
movement which, in its origins, its develop-
ment, and its present practice, is a world-
wide revolutionary movement whose pur-
pose it is, by treachery, deceit, infiltration 
into other groups (governmental and oth-
erwise), espionage, sabotage, terrorism, and 
any other means deemed necessary, to estab-
lish a Communist totalitarian dictatorship in 
the countries throughout the world through 
the medium of a world-wide Communist 
organization.... 
 
(4) The direction and control of the world 
Communist movement is vested in and 
exercised by the Communist dictatorship of 
a foreign country. 
 
(15) The Communist movement in the 
United States is an organization numbering 
thousands of adherents, rigidly and ruth-
lessly disciplined. Awaiting and seeking to 
advance a moment when the United States 
may be so far extended by foreign engage-
ments, so far divided in counsel, or so far in 
industrial or financial straits, that overthrow 
of the Government of the United States by 

force and violence may seem possible of 
achievement, it seeks converts far and wide 
by an extensive system of schooling and 
indoctrination. Such preparations by Com-
munist organizations in other countries have 
aided in supplanting existing governments. 
The Communist organization in the United 
States, pursuing its stated objectives, the re-
cent successes of Communist methods in 
other countries, and the nature and control of 
the world Communist movement itself, 
present a clear and present danger to the 
security of the United States and to the ex-
istence of free American institutions, and 
make it necessary that Congress, in order to 
provide for the common defense, to preserve 
the sovereignty of the United States as an 
independent nation, and to guarantee to each 
State a republican form of government, 
enact appropriate legislation recognizing the 
existence of such world-wide conspiracy 
and designed to prevent it from accom-
plishing its purpose in the United States .... 
 
SEC. 4 (a) It shall be unlawful for any 
person knowingly to combine, conspire, or 
agree with any other person to perform any 
act which would substantially contribute to 
the establishment within the United States of 
a totalitarian dictatorship... 
 
SEC. 7. (a) Each Communist-action or-
ganization (including any organization re-
quired, by a final order of the Board, to reg-
ister as a Communist-action organization) 
shall, within the time specified in subsection 
(c) of this section, register with the Attorney 
General, on a form prescribed by him by 
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regulations, as a Communist-action orga-
nization. 
 
(b) Each Communist- front 
organization…shall…register with the 
Attorney General, on a form prescribed by 
him by regulations, as a Communist- front 
organization.... 
 
(d) Upon the registration of each Communist 
organization under the provisions of this 
title, the Attorney General shall pub lish in 
the Federal Register the fact that such 
organization has registered as a Communist-
action organization, or as a Communist-front 
organization, as the case may be, and the 
publication thereof shall constitute notice to 
all members of such organization that such 
organization has so registered .... 
 
SEC. 12. (a) There is hereby established a 
board, to be known as the Subversive 
Activities Control Board, which shall be 
composed of five members, who shall be 
appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. Not more 
than three members of the Board shall be 
members of the same political party. Two of 
the original members shall be appointed for 
a term of one year, two for a term of two 
years, and one for a term of three years, but 

their successors shall be appointed for terms 
of three years each, except that any 
individual chosen to fill a vacancy shall be 
appointed only for the unexpired term of the 
member whom he shall succeed. The 
President shall designate one member to 
serve as Chairman of the Board. Any mem-
ber of the Board may be removed by the 
President, upon notice and hearing, for ne-
glect of duty or malfeasance in office, but 
for no other cause.... 
 
(e) It shall be the duty of the Board--(1) 
upon application made by the attorney 
General under section 13 (a) of this title, or 
by any organization under section 13 (b) of 
this title, to determine whether any 
organization is a "Communist-action organi-
zation'' within the meaning of paragraph (3) 
of section 3 of this title, or a "Communist-
front organization" within the meaning of 
paragraph (4) of section 3 of this title; and 
 
(2) upon application made by the Attorney 
General under section 13 (a) of this title, or 
by any individual under section 13 Co) of 
this title, to determine whether any individ-
ual is a member of any Communist-action 
organization registered, or by final order of 
the Board required to be registered, under 
section 7 (a) of this title ....

 
 

 

QUESTIONS 
1. What was the rationale offered for this legislation? 
2. What were the duties of the Subversive Activities Control Board? 
3. President Truman claimed in his veto message that this act was unconstitutional. Do you agree? 


