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1. ABSTRACT 
 
Female circumcision and pharaonic infibulation (narrowing of the vaginal 
opening) is still performed on young female in many parts of the world, mainly in 
Africa, some countries of the Middle East and Far East, less in North America 
and Europe.Female circumcision, or female genital mutilation (FGM), is a term 
used for a num-ber of different cultural practices involving cutting, removing and 
sometimes sewing up the external female genitalia. Women who have been the 
victim of these unneces-sary genital surgeries often suffer lifelong medical and 
psychological consequences. Female genital mutilation is a violation of human 
rights for female children and it has to be the subject of a victimology 
discussion. 
 
2. INTRODUCTION 
 
An Egyptian woman doctor in the book The Hidden Face of Eve (1980) 
described as experience which occurred in 1937 ...." I was 6 years old that night 
.... I did not know what they cut off from my body, and I did not try to find out. I 
just wept and called out to my mother for help. But the worst shock of all was 
when I looked around and found her standing by my side. Yes, it was her, I 
could not be mistaken in flesh and blood, right in the midst of these strangers, 
talking to them and smiling at them as though they had not participated in 
slaughtering her daughter just a few minutes ago." 
 
IS IT TORTURE OR TRADITION ? 
 
In July 1994 A. M. Rosenthal, a columnist for The New York Times wrote, "this 
is the world's most wide-spread form of torture." She demands United Nations 
involvement and international economic sanction against a procedure that 
leaves so many small girls "in li-felong pain and sexual deprivation" and "more 
vulnerable to disease, infection and early death." Ms Alice Walker, the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning nove-list in her 1993 year best-selling novel "Possessing the 
Secret Joy" called for abolition of the FGM practice. 
 
Dr Nahid Toubia, a Sudanese surgeon and advi-ser to the Population Council in 
Manhattan said: "This is a very sensitive issue". In her book "Caring for Women 
with Circumcision" (1999) she wrote: "For many years I have been outspoken 
about this cruel and unfair tradition in my own country, Sudan, where the 
severest form of genital cutting and sewing is the norm. But I have always 
known that cruelty is not what motivate parents to subject their daughters to this 
socially prescribed requirement. For centuries they were surrounded by the 
belief that to circumcise your daughter is the proper and noble thing to do." 
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3. DEFINITION 
 
The UN, UNICEF and WHO have considered FGM to be a violation of Human 
Rights and have made re-commendation to eradicate this practice.Countries 
also need to have laws that deal with FGM cases.1995 World Health 
Organization Classification of FGM 
 
Definition 
 
Female Genital Mutilation comprizes all procedures that involve partial or total 
removal of female external organs and/or injury to the female genital organs for 
cultural or any other non-therapeutic reason. 
 
Classification 
 
Type I Excision of the prepuce with or without excision of part or all the clitoris 
 
Type II Excision of the clitoris together with partial or total excision of the labia 
minora 
 
Type III Excision of part or all of the external genitalia and narrowing of the 
vaginal opening (infibulation). 
 
Those working closely with circumcised women may notice that sexual, marital 
and relationship problems may be a regular occurrence among this group. 
 
In 1981 Efua Graham, director of the London based African Mother and Child 
Health Campaign, presented a paper to the UN Commission on Human Rights 
cal-ling for the eradication of FGM. In Sept.1987, under the title "Man-made 
problem that afflict African women", The Herald in Harare printed a map where 
most women are circumcised in Africa. On the map Zimbabwe and Soth African 
Republic do not appear.  
 
According to WHO there is no continent in the world which has escaped some 
form of FGM. Examination of Egyptian mummies shows that the practice was 
widespread. In May 1997was published: "The heads of WHO, UNICEF and UN 
Population Fund appealed recently to the International community and world 
leaders to support efforts aimed at the elimination of FGM within TEN YEARS. 
 
4. HOW DO I KNOW ABOUT THIS PROBLEM  
 
I got my medical education in Zagreb, Croatia and never even read about FGM. 
Working as a surgeon in Libya in 1976, one night a woman came from Chad in 
labour. The routine is to examine the woman lying-in and to my surprise I wasn't 
able to even enter one finger into her vagina. Immediately I phoned the obstetri-
cian for a consultation and then performed a Caesarian Section. In the morning 
with the help of a translater, I learned about the custom in Chad. The patient 
told me her life story. Since then I have collected a lot of articles abo-ut FGM. 
This interest has brought me here today. 
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5. WHERE FGM IS PRACTICED  
 
In 1987 in the local newspaper I found that this practice existed in Zimbawe 
(Kadoma in "a house of terror") . The Minister of State for Com.Dev. and Wo-
men's Affairs said in Harare that she was "shocked and disheartened" to hear 
that there were people in Zimbabwe who caried out what the Ministar termed 
"cannibalistic" practice. On years later (Jan.1988) fifteen young girls were 
circumcised at Trojal Nickel Mine, near Bindura, Remba, Yao, Tsangani and 
Che-wa. In 1999 in some parts of ZW, mainly in Binga, some farm areas and 
parts of Chiredzi and Mazowe, some societies still belived that "FGM makes 
real women and mothers out of girls". Casualty physician from the Avenues 
Clinic in Harare said:"In the past five years we have received many female 
patients who have been infected after going through the horrendous practice 
with some dying of severe bleeding". 
 
Within the Muslim population FGM was begun in XIII century.In 1998 in South 
Africa the Commision on Gender Equality found that some communities still 
circumci-sed girls. 
 
6. STATISTICS  
 
There are between eight and ten million women and girls in the Middle East and 
in Africa who are at risk of undergoing one or another form of genital cutting. 
 
Today about 130 milion women in 65 African countries are genitaly mutilated. 
The consequences of FGM are one of the world's major public health problems. 
 
Annually, more than two million women endure this procedure, 6000 FGM per 
day, 250 per hour or five women every minute. In1997 in Italy were 30000 
circumcised women. In Britain, according to COSMOPOLITAN July 1998,  
between 3000 and 4000 girls are being genitally muti-lated every year, usually 
by traditional practitioners. Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya, Djibuti, Egypt are 
countries where more than 90 % of females have to be GM but only 10 % of 
Tanzanian females. 
 
At which age ? In some countries, FGM takes place around the age of 14. In 
Eritrea the age is 1 year and 8 months, in Mali 6.3 years, in Central Afr.Republic 
10.8 yrs, Ethiopia is perform FGM within a few days of birth, Sudanese by the 
age of 12. 
 
7. CUSTOMS  
 
Customs and traditions are vital componets of any culture. 
 
It is necessary to examine the facts attached to this widespread custom in order 
to have some idea why the African peoples cling to this custom which in the 
eyes of many Europeans, is nothing but a "horrible" and "painful" practice 
suitable only to barbarians. (Kenyatta) In Uganda if a woman is not circumcised 
she is regarded as dirty and any man married to her is exclu-ded from society. 
The man cannot hold any office or perform any public function. 
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In Aug.1991 Marcus Harrison from Gemini News Service called FGM a "sexual 
lobotomy". He informed the public that in some areas the girl is tied up for 40 
days to prevent movement after GM, and the wound takes two months to heal. 
In parts of Somalia a young wife is beaten with a whip by her husband before 
intercourse and her vulva is cut with a dagger.  
 
The blood-stained dagger is then displayed to the wedding guests as a proof of 
his virility. 
 
8. S.FREUD'S THEORY  
 
Some people believe that FGM is a barbaric prac-tice performed on girls and 
women in some remote villages in foreign primitive countries of the world. Ho-
wever, up until a few decades ago, it was still believed that the clitoris is a very 
"dangerous" part of the fema-le anatomy. Dr Sigmund Freud (1856-1919) stated 
in one of his books entitled "Sexuality and the Psycho-logy of Love" that the 
"elimination of clitoral sexuality is a necessary precondition for the development 
of femininity." 
 
In the 1940s and 1950s physicians in the US and in England used the 
procedure as a "treatment" for hysteria, lesbianism, masturbation and female 
deviance. 
 
As recently as 1979, the "Love Surgery" was performed on women in the United 
States. Dr.James E. Burt, so-called Love Surgeon, introduced "clitoral 
relocation" (i.e. type I sunna circumcision) to the medical establishment. 
("Sunna" refers to tradition as taught by the Prophet Muhammad. None of the 
Prophet's daughters was circumcised !)  
 
9. WHAT DOES THE FGM CUSTOM MEAN ?  
 
In Aug.1994 Sara Mansavage from Gemini News Service wrote the 
article"Mutilation in the name of chastity". FGM has long been performed to 
ensure chaste or monogamous behaviour by supressing female sexuality. It is 
commonly - although erroneously - attributed to religious edict. But neither Islam 
nor Christianity officially sanctions it 
 
FGM remains the door to dignity, identity and community acceptance for many 
Ugandan (Sabiny) women. If the girl cries during the procedure she will never 
be married. She will be an outcast. FGM is such a FUNDAMENTAL CULTURAL 
TRAIT FGM is a matter of proper marriage and family honour. 
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10. COMPLICATIONS  
 
In Aug.1996 a local newspaper published: Amina Abdelhamid Mohammed 14-
years girl died from haemorrhage in a private hospital after a doctor performed 
a circumcision operation.In Oct.96 there was news from Cairo again: Two 
young girls bled to death in southern Egypt after a government doctor tried to 
circumcise them at their homes.In Kenya where the practice has continue 
unabated among the tribes who carry out FGM, including Kikuyu, Kamba, Kisli, 
Kalenjin, Masai and people of Somalia origin, they face a death rate of 170 of 
1000 in their population. The survey estimated that half of the deaths are 
caused by the FGM practice. A factor which also contributes to poor health 
among the victims. (1990) 
 
Immediate complications like excessive haemorrhage are not rare, but direct 
delivery complications are often. Dermoid cysts could be up to the size of a 
foetal head. The vaginal stenosis sometimes presented with urinary difficulties 
or bladder damage. Both these complications block normal delivery.FGM is an 
important health issue and certainly not a harmless traditional practice. 
 
11. KENYA 1930, SENEGAL 
 
In 1930 the question of the clitoridectomy (FGM) was raised in the House of 
Commons in Kenya because abolition of the surgical element in this custom  
means the abolition of the whole insitution to Kenians.No proper Kenyan 
(Gikuyu) would dream of marrying a girl who has not been circumcised 
 
While the Kenyan government banned the procedure in 1990, it is still widely 
performed. "Let our indigenous people fight it according to their own traditions," 
says Wikista Onsando, chairman of Kenya's largest and most influential 
women's group."It will die faster than if others tell us what to do." 
 
In 1998 in Senegal the women persuaded the various elements of their 
community that FGM should stop. They succeeded and the Clintons, on their 
State visit to Senegal, congratulated them, and encouraged them in their work. 
 
12. RAINBO  
 
RAINBO is an international not-for-profit organi-sation working on issues within 
the intersection between health and human rights of women.RAINBO has been 
conducting research and grassroot programmes internationally on women's 
repro-ductive sexual health as well as on FGM.In 1999 RAINBO published A 
Technical Manual for Health Care Providers: "Caring for Women with 
Circumcision" written by Nahid Toubia, MD. 
 
13. LAW  
 
FGM is sacred and life without it would be mea-ningless, according to the 
Bundo Society, which re-presents the Soweis who carry out of operation in 
Sierra Leone."People see it as a secret society," said a Chri-stian priest, the 
Reverend Timothy Mends, who has received dozens of threatening letters 
(1996) as a result of his public stand against the practice, "and those who are 
members are afraid to tell you what goes on behind the bush." 
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Eight Egyptian women out of 10 support the practice of FGM because they 
consider it a "good tradition", according to a study by Egypt's National 
Population Council (1997).During the same year Egypt said it would ignore 
Court recommendation to lift a ban on FGM in State hospitals. Egypt's highest 
civil court, the Council of State, recommended in May 1997 that FGM should be 
legal. 
 
The mufti of Egypt has issued a fatwa decreeing that FGM should be allowed.In 
November 1997 in Cairo the Press published that the Council of State would 
ban FGM till the end the year and that happened. The Egypt government has 
been trying to stop the custom of FGM since 1920. In Jan. 1998 
Fundamentalists ignored ban. In 2000 the Senegalese parliament voted to ban 
FGM, making the West African country the latest to outlaw the painful, 
dangerous, and widely condemned procedure. So far, Burkina Faso, the Central 
African Republic, Djibuti, Ghana and Togo have banned FGM. 
 

LAWS CAN HELP WARN BUT ONLY A PUBLIC AWARENESS AND 
EXPLANATORY CAMPAIGN WILL REALLY BE EFFECTIVE. 

 
 
14. ERADICATION  
 
FGM can only be abolished by a grassroots approach which would take into 
consideration all aspects of a particular culture and try to work within that 
system of beliefs to eradicate this practice. FGM must be seen as one of many 
harmful practices affecting women in traditional societies, and the planning of 
programmes for its abolition must involve the women concerned and their own 
perception of wellbeing and improvement. 
 
As long as the world elite remains fascinated by FGM, and reinforce their 
feelings of superiority by demonizing it this dangerous, painful and destructive 
practice will continue and could even spread further. 
 
15. CONCLUSION & SUGGESTION 
 
The debate may continue but for an estimated 2 million African girls next year 
the injury will be more than intellectual. The World Society of Victimology 
coming to the latest in this problematic field will have to be very active. 
 
My suggestion is. 
 
Would you please, as delegates to this Symposium, chose one of us and give 
this name to UN and WHO. After approval from UN/WHO the chosen expert 
would have to visit countries where FGM still exists even although positive law 
regulations exist. The expert would be the permanent coordinator between 
government officials, those countries practising FGM, and The FGM Education 
and Networking Project. Before coming here I had already informed Marianne 
Sarkis, Director, about my suggestion. 
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