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Cock E.S.P. draws on the most extreme, subversive and
absurdist elements of both popular and experimental
Twentieth Century music and performance art, creating
abstract high-energy entertainment. Influences include
punk rock, modern composition, improvised free-jazz,
Japanese Noise music, hardcore industrial, 80’s metal
and electronica. 

Although the group has dabbled in various musical styles
and techniques over the years, the most recent and most
successful has involved the showcasing and amplifying of
mistakes and equipment failures. E.S.P. began to realize
that such unintended sounds actually had a greater
capacity for chaos and intensity than those sounds they
actually wished to create. Thus, recent studio recordings
were carefully edited to isolate and emphasize these
sounds, creating an intricate web of pure noise. 

The group's live performance has evolved drastically over
the years, starting out as a standard recital of the record-
ed music, and eventually ending up as a drunken absur-
dist theatrical production utilizing homemade costumes,
props and elaborate stage lighting set-ups; combining the
worst elements of MTV’s “Jackass” with a literally crippling
level of ineptitude.

Cock E.S.P. is often noted for injecting comedic and
absurdist elements into their music, however the group
has also been responsible for some of the most powerful
and inventive sounds produced by the harsh noise genre;
the result of an ever-increasing level of hard work and pro-
fessionalism.  Despite releasing dozens of lo-fidelity demo
cassettes in their early days, the group now embraces the
highest possible production values, while continuing to
avoid the pitfalls of many noise artists who take them-
selves more seriously than their music would suggest they
deserve.

The roots of ESP date back to 1984, when founding mem-
ber P.C. Hammeroids organized a metal-percussion noise
ensemble called Grandpa Eats Goat Cheese. Over the
next nine years, Hammeroids recorded and performed
under several names, adding more and more electronic
noise to the mix. In 1993 Hammeroids joined forces with
E.W. Hagstrom, beginning the project which would soon
become known as Cock E.S.P.

Hammeroids retired in 1996 and was replaced later that
year by Matt Bacon. Elyse Perez (Laundry Room
Squelchers) became the permanent third member in
2001.  Guest members over the years have included
Weasel Walter (Flying Luttenbachers, XBXRX), Rat
Bastard (Laundryroom Squelchers, Scraping Teeth), Misty
Martinez, La Persona (BunnyBrains, U Can Unlearn
Guitar), Paige Flash and Kazko Peasmith (Insect Deli,
Winter Carousel).

Cock E.S.P. has given more than 150 performances
throughout the US and Europe in various rock and jazz
clubs, punk houses, theatres, festival stages, art galleries,
record stores and warehouse performance spaces. The
group has collaborated with such artists as Thurston
Moore, Merzbow and Aube; has played shows with such
artists as Sonic Yo u t h , Wolf Eyes, Hair Police,
Borbetomagus, Stereolab, Impaler, Melt-Banana,
Caroliner, the BunnyBrains, Illusion of Safety, Sudden
Infant, V/Vm and the Nihilist Spasm Band; and has
appeared on compilation releases with such artists as
Andrew W.K., Derek Bailey, the Haters, Bruce Gilbert,
Today is the Day, Reynols, Harvey Sid Fisher, Bomb20,
Jansky Noise, Quintron, The Locust, His Name is Alive,
Jad Fair, John Oswald, Masonna, Hijo Kaidan, Lasse
Marhaug and Free Kitten.

The group celebrated their 10th anniversary in autumn
2003 by releasing their second greatest hits collection, a
remix CD, their first DVD, and by doing a three-week US
tour.  In early 2004 they released their third collection of
greatest hits, and did a short tour featuring the “classic”
Bacon/Hagstrom duo line-up.

In addition to Cock E.S.P., the members have played in a
variety of intriguing side-projects.  Matt Bacon has been a
drummer, bassist and vocalist with a number of punk,
metal and industrial bands including Zenith Flytrap, the
Derks and Broke Box (which was once described by Peter
Sotos of Whitehouse as being “Great!”)  E.W. Hagstrom is
also a member of the free-improv ensemble WRONG, and
the dark electro-acoustic project Origami Genitalia.  Elyse
Perez performs no wave and punk with such bands as the
Real Band and Fancy & Stink.

Official website:
www.cockesp.com
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Albums:
• Maschienenwerk (CD, 1996) - with Aube
• Greatest Dicks (CD, 1996)
• Menasha Red Light District (CD, 1997)
• Cockworld (CD, 1998)
• We Mean It This Time (CD, 1999)
• Music for Man with No Name (CD, 1999) 

- with Merzbow
• If She Says That You Can Have It Tell Her No 

(LP, 2000)
• Excessive Size Punisher (CD, 2000)
• The Pride of North American Noise (CD, 2001)
• Greatest Dicks II (CD, 2003)
• Hurts So Good (remix CD, 2003)
• Last Train to Cocksville (CD, 2003) - with Panicsville
• Greatest Dicks III (3-inch CD, 2004)

Singles:
• Music for Man with No Name (7-inch, 1994) 

- with Merzbow
• Cockfight (7-inch, 1995) - with Dogliveroil
• Our Embarrassment is Your Pleasure (7-inch, 1996)
• As If (7-inch anti-record, 1997)
• Wreck Small Cocks on Expensive Pussies 

(8-inch lathe, 1998) - with Harry Pussy
• Super Noise Penis (7-inch, 1998) - with Smell & Quim
• Don’t Say We Didn’t Warn You (7-inch, 2000)

- with Noumena
• Monsters of Cock (5-inch, 2000) - with Evil Moisture
• After Everything Now Shit (7-inch lathe, 2004)

- with Armpit
• Locked Grooves (double 7-inch, 2004)

- with Mason Jones, Fellaheen, Ashtray Navigations

Videos:
• Making It Our Business (VHS, 1998)
• No Disrespect (VHS, 2000)
• Emotionally Stimulating Performances (VHS, 2001)
• Back in Black and Blue (DVD, 2003)
• 10th Anniversary Tour (DVD, 2003)

Compilation Appearances:
• The Japanese-American Noise Treaty 

(double CD, 1995)
• Easter, Puberty & Amplifiers (7-inch, 1996)
• Kiling Has Muertes, Cuantas Veces? (LP, 1996)
• The Kulture Shot 2 (CD, 1996)
• Screw (double CD, 1997)
• Cooking How’s & Why’s (12-inch, 1997)
• Muckraker #8 (7-inch, 1997)
• RRR500 (lock-groove LP, 1998)
• Audio Terrorism Vol. 1 (CD, 1998)
• V/Vm Falco Tribute (double 7-inch, 2000)
• Popular Music for Popular People (CD, 2000)
• Wigs on Fire - B52’s Tribute (double CD, 2001)
• Phi-Phenomena (CD, 2001)
• Why is Anything Forbidden? 

- No Limit Records Tribute (CD, 2002)
• Blackbean’s Dirty Little Secret (CD, 2002)
• No Tribute - Music of the Nihilist Spasm Band

(CD, 2002)
• Soun (7-inch, 2003)
• It’s Fan-Dabi-Dozi! (double CD, 2003)
• Neon Meate Dream of a Octafish 

- Captain Beefheart Tribute (CD, 2003)
• Macska Leves (CD, 2003)
• Short Attention Span (VHS, 2003)
• Eye Candy (VHS, 2003)
• Zatsu Ongaku (CD, 2003)
• Relax (dbl LP + 7-inch picture disc + CD, 2003)
• Cataclastic Fracture Vol. II (CD, 2004)

Forthcoming Releases:
• We Would Be Happy - A Noise Opera (CD)

- with Costes, Lasse Marhaug, K.K. Null, 
Richard Ramirez and Smell & Quim.

• Split with Waffelpung (CD)
• Six Years on the Road, 1997-2003 (DVD)
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