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|\Parents Join to Combat Radical Youth Sect

By EDWARD B. FISKE.
Special to The New York Times

SAN  DIEGO, Feb; 20 -~
Twenty-year-old Barbara Quirk
stood at a microphone yester-
day with tears streaming down
her checks and declared: “These
kids are,possessed of the devil.
They need.the Word of God.
That's what you're going to
have to show them.”

Until'last month, Miss Quirk
wias a member of the Children
of God,” a radical religious
group whose members, mostly
in their late teens and early
twenties, forsake all worldly
possessions ‘to follow Jesus.

She, has left the Children of
God and enlisted in a’growing
movement among parents and
former members to eliminate
the group.

The parents’ movement grows
out of a'series of incidents that
have brought: bitterdess. and
dissension into scores of Ameri-
can. families.and'led to several
cloak-and-dagger efforts—~some
of them successful—by parents
and others to “rescue” mem-
bers of the sect by force.

This weekend 60 persorf,
mostly parents of members
and of former members, met
at a motel here to form.a
national Parents -Committee to
Free Out Children’ From the
Children of God (FREECOG).
They elected ' officers, estab-
lished dues and took steps. to
hire lawyers to initiate legal
action, -

They charge that the leaders:
of the Children of God have
“brainwashed”. their offsprin%
to keep them against their will,
They have also -said that the
religious group is *‘subversive:
and keeps their children in a
“slave-like atmosphere.” :
While FREECOG met here,
another group was organizing
in Dallas to demonstrate pa-|
rental support of what ‘the\
religious group is doing. It calls|
itself Thankful . Parents and
Friends of the Children of God!
(THANK COG). :

Mrs. Emery A. Good, whose:
21-year-old  daughter = Judy
joined the Children of God 16
months ago, said that the pur-|
pose of the new group was to
“‘reassure parents that all of
those ' accusations against - the|
Children just aren’t true.”

1 don't know that the
Children "of God is what 1.
dreamed of for my daughter,”
she said, “but I haven't seen
her as happy as'she is now for
a long time. I'm grateful that
she has found a purpose in her
life.” : C
Chapters of FREECOG or re-
lated groups have been estab-
lished in at least 10 cities, and
members estimate that about
600 persons are involved in
projects such-as ‘exchanging in-|
formation or ‘planning trips to
“rescue” members of the Chil-
dren of God. S

One of the steps taken this
morning at the FREECOG 'na-
tional convention, the first, was
to begin to raise funds to hire
counse! for possible legal actio
against the sect.

Such an effort will be diffi-!
cult, however, because most
members “ of the Children of
God are not minors, and gov-
ernment agencies are usually
reluctant - to tangle with re-
ligious organizations.

Detroit Office Set Up

Other steps taken today at
the convention- included a -de-
cision to set up a national of-
fice in Detroit and to- assess
each family -$10 a month in
dues, Harmen Guenther of De-
troit was elected president.

Elders of the Children-of God
said that they had already
moved to meet some of the ob-|
jections of  parents, including:
writing a new brochure that
will be sent to parents of all|
new recruits to explain the na-;
ture of the organization. )

Members of ‘the sect have
offered assistance to THANK
COG, which attracted about 30,
parents to a meeting today. \

Mrs. Good said THANK COG.
would write parents of new re-
cruits expressing regard for the!
Children of God. She said that
many members of FREECOG
“just aren’t willing to accept
the fact that their children have
grown up or that they want to
give up material possessions.”

The origins of the Children
of God are somewhat obscure,
but the group seems to have
crystallized around David Berg,
a Fundamentalist preacher in
his mid-fifties, who in 1968
began training converts for
“100 per cent discipleship.”

He is now said to live in Eng-
land and to direct activities
through his four children and
their spouses.

The group, which says it has
1,600 members, embraces . a
rigid Fundamentalist theology,
including divine judgment on
those who do not accept Jesus
Christ as.Saviour. It regards all
social structures, including capi-.
talism and communism, as cor-
rupt. :

Members of the Children of
God show their radical rejection
of society by surrendering all

worldly goods to the organiza-
tion and living together in about
80 colonies, or communeg, in
this country 'afd, recently,
Europe. . . . .
They adopt names from the
Bible, such as Hosea or Joshua;
refuse to accept secular em-
ployment, and rely for support
primarily on contributions from
businessmen and other friends,
Members spend as much
time as they can “witnessing”
for Jesus. They work in pairs
or in larger groups with one.or
two guitars, and they frequent
ibeaches and other places where
youth gather. ’ Do
Like Jesus calling disciples
from their fishing nets, they
often persuade young - people
simply to drop what they are
idoing' and go ‘off with them on
ithe:spot. . v, N
» John Treadwell, whose ‘bibli-
cal, name -is Jethro, . said  that
ithis' - missionary zeal ' distin-
lguighes the Chiidrén‘from other

‘et

| Jesus people o i
. “The Jesus people -are mainly
interested in having a com-
mune,” he said. “For us, such
fellowship is just a means tol
conquer the world for Jesus.” |

New converts are subjected
to ‘intensive Bible  study that
iconsists primarily of ‘memao-
rizing  verses. After . threel
months they are put’.into, a
three-month leadership: course.

. Verses Often Quoted -

- This educational process pays
off in a single-mindedness that
is evident to any outsider, A
visitor to a colony in Dallag
last ~week, for: instance,  found
the ‘walls of- the duplex house;
decorated "with'. Bible . verses:
Members always carried their
Bibles '"and " answered most
questions’ either by quoting a
verse from memory.or looking
one.up, »
' The Children of God greet
jeach’ other with “God. bless
you” and punctuate their con-
versation ‘with such phrases
as “Praise the Lord.” )
 They "seem to have little
.time for-small talk. . When
doing such”tasks as scrubbing]
the kitchen floor, they often
had a cassette recorder nearby
playing tapes of readings from
the Scriptures.. ’ o
- Intervidws with leaders and
critics of the Children of God
suggested . that most. members
were ‘‘vulnerable” at the time
of their conversion, often be-.
cause they were either serious-
ly’ looking for an answer to
religious questions or had had
family or other problems. Many|

say they were using drugs
heavily.

Almost all .members ‘seemed
outwardly happy and at peace
with their decision to join.

‘Sharing Love’-

" “There’s no satisfaction like
sharing the love of Jesus,” said
Paul David Cooke, 22, whose
Bible name ‘is Lazarus.

The most frequent.complaint
of parents, and'in some cases
spouses, of young people who,
have gone off with the Children:
of God is that the outsiders are
unable to reach the new mem-
bers in person or by telephone.
This seems to be a common
problem during the first few
days- after conversion.

The restoration of contact,
though, does not always guar-
antee - full communication.
Leaders, or elders, acknowledge
that sometimes new - members,

enthusiastic about their new
way of life and caught up in
memorizing Bible verses, write
letters that consist of little
more than strings of quotations
from scripture.

This problem persists in
personal contact.

“It isn't my son who comes
home and visits me,” said Mrs.
Maxwell Gilberg of Manhattan.
“It's a shell. He has the mind
of ‘a 5-year-old and refuses to
think about anything except the
Bible.” - '
Parent-child relations are
also complicated by the radi-
cal teachings-'.of the group,
which includes the life-style of
most parents in its list of things
that are under the judgment of
God. ’ .

Critics charge. that the Chil-
dren of God consciously teach
converts to hate their parents.
Elders vigorougly deny this and
cite literature to:the contrary.

- "After all, we'want the pa-
rents to’ accept Jesus, too,” said
Jethro. “And you can’t do. this
by beating them .over the
head.” " = -

Conflict between : parents
and children: has often ‘taken
extreme, forms. Mr.:and Mrs.
John Moddy of-Manhasset L.,
for instanceé, have not been in
¢ontact iwith their 20.yedr.old
daughter, ‘Melissa, since fast
August,r: oonl. T

.. Mr, Moody, who s a senior
vice president ~of- ‘Mobil .Qil
Company, spid that his-daugh-
ter’ jdined the Children of God
last year while'-a: student at
the .University of Texas in Aus-
tin and that his initial impres-
sion_of the group ‘vas. lirgely
positive. T

“I must admit that I' was
quite emotionally impressed,”
he said in an “interview.”

Escape From Parents

He added, though, that he and
his wife had tried to persuade
their daughter to rTemain in
school, The efforts culminated
in an attempt last August to
take her away in a car from
Los Angeles, but she escaped
during a stopover at a motel in
Phenix, Ariz,

The daughter, whose Bible
name Is Patience, was inter-
viewed last week at an airport
in a large Western city after
arrangements - were -made
through elders of the Children
of God. ’ o .

She said that at the time she
went with the Children of God
she was looking for a way to
serve Jesus and -that contact
with- -members of . the group
seemed to.be an answer to her
prayers. . o

“1 had a very great spiritual

hunger,” she said. “I was look-
ing for something more than
just what 1 found around me.
My parents love me. They gave
me -everything I wanted and
needed. But they didn’t give me
what I really needed because
‘they never told me about salva-
‘tion, about Jesus.”
. Patience said that -she had
originally thought ‘that her
parents-would be pleased at her
decision but.had been disap-
pointed to find that *“they
‘didn’t want me to serve [God]
100. per cent.”

“I intend to serve the Lord
for the rest of my life,” she said.
“The Children of God are the
only people serving God full
time, living the way the Bible

says you should live.” .

She said that the decision
not to communicate with her
family since August, even to
tell them of her marriage in
September to a member named
David Paul Senek, was her own,

“l love my parents very
much,” she said, “but I don’t
warnt them to try to kidnap me
again, It’s that simple.”

; Another situation of extreme
conflict involves Mr. and Mrs.
William Rambur of San Diego,
whose 22-year-old  daughter
Kay joined the Children of Gad
Jin Berkeley and took the: Bible|
‘name ‘of Comfort. |

‘Drug Trip’ Recalled

| In an interview in Dallas last]
week, Comfort said that she!
had not found answers to her
religious questions in what she:
studied at school and had “ac-
cepted Jesus into my heart”
while on a “drug trip.”

" She said :that she went off
\with the Children of God when
she met a member on Telegraph

Avenue. - . ol

- "I'd never seen anyone who
knew the Bible like that,”. she
recalled. “I'd ask him a. ques-
tlon, and.he had an angwer for

it in the Bible* - -, .
* ; Mt. Rambur, ‘a retired ‘Navy
officef who teaches’ auto, me-
chanics in the nearby high
school, said, that he had made
two. unsuceessful attempts’. to
abduct hig ddughter, once. at
a colony in Thurher, Tex,, and
once in Seattle, - .

He also failed in .efforts. to
place-her'in’a hospital for. ob-
servation and o have her hyp-
notized by 8’ local therapist..-
.. Organized ' paréntal - oppasi-
tion ‘to ‘the'Children “of God
drew attention last October|
|when Mr. Rambur, Mr. Moody:!
.and Lawrence Cooke: of Hous-
ton demonstrated against the
group in front of the Federal‘
Building in Dallas. ‘

They were joined by Ted
Patrick, a consultant on com-|
munity relations to Gov. Ron-:
ald Reagan of California. Mr.
Patrick became interested in
the Children of God when one
of his sons came into contact
with some members of the
group on a San Diego beach.
. As a result of the Dallas
demonstration and statement to
the press, the Children of God
field a $1.1-million suit for libel
and - slander against FREECOG
and- the four individusls. !

Both the Children of God
‘and FREECOG describe their
‘struggles in terms of a spiritual
crusade. ’

“There is a spiritual war
‘going on,” said Jared, a spokes-
man for the sect. “It’s God and
His people versus the devil and
his. We like to serve God, and
the devil doesn't like it.”

Miss Quirk, who was per-
suaded after a conversation
lwith a Fundamentalist pastor
.during a visit home that the
{Children of God were of the
‘wrong spirit, agreed.

“This is a spiritual thing,”
she said, “The Children of God
are sincere. They really believe
tHat what they aré doing is for
the Lord.” - - '

She told the ‘parents "here
that the only way to ‘combat
an evil spirit was with a good‘
one. !

“If you don't know the Lord"
as Saviour,” she declared, “then
you’d better get down on your
knees.”
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