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Introduction

Every ten years since 1801 (with the exception of 1941) the census has provided an authoritative count of the national and local population.    As well as
furnishing vital information for allocating public funds and resources, over time the regular ‘snapshots’ have accumulated to provide a valuable insight into
the way society has changed.    Not only do these reveal how rapidly the population has grown or declined; they also highlights changing age profiles,
household and family composition, country of birth, ethnic background, housing conditions, workforce participation and mobility.   An understanding of these
changes helps to provide a sound footing for many strands of public policy, including social justice, land use planning, housing and economic development.
Census trends are also of tremendous relevance to commercial organisations, which must be keenly aware of how their market is changing.

The quantity and range of information gathered has grown exponentially with each new census, progressing from a simple count of population in the early
days (with date and place of birth) to a detailed picture of social and economic characteristics.    In the 2001 Census topics introduced for the first time
included religion, state of health, and unpaid care.    Computerised techniques have enabled increasingly sophisticated coding, processing, cross-tabulation and
analysis of the information, and output of results for flexible geographical areas.

As society has changed, inevitably the questions asked in the census have changed to reflect new priorities.    At one time, for example, there was a strong
focus on density of occupation (persons per room) and availability of household amenities such as unshared toilets and bathrooms.    More recently there has
been heightened interest in health, economic activity and travel, and how these vary among different sections of the community.    A key point to bear in mind
in any longitudinal analysis of census data is that definitions and classifications are constantly being refined.    This is beneficial in that it ensures the
information is relevant to current circumstances.    However, it is can also be problematic where it affects the consistency of data over time.    Unless great
care is taken in interpreting the figures, apparent trends between one census and the next may reflect definitional changes rather than real changes in the
population.

These changes in definition affect even the basic count of population.    Until 1971 the main count was the ‘population present’ on census night, comprising a
mix of residents and visitors.    In 1981 there was a shift to the ‘normally resident’ population, which is much more relevant in terms of local service provision.
The 1991 Census was affected by the larger than usual (and variable) non-response rate, widely attributed to the introduction of the Community Charge.
This lead to a need to ‘impute’ missing respondents, with the best information available.    The 2001 Census saw another major change, with the normally
resident population now including students at their term-time address rather than their parental address.    This clearly has major repercussions in a city such as
Edinburgh, which has a large student population.    It cannot be over-emphasised that this fundamental change must be born in mind for all comparisons of
2001 data with previous data.

Because of the introduction of new topics and changes in definitions and classifications, only a limited number of key information sets can be compared over
any length of time.    This report focuses on these key topics and mainly concentrates on trends over the last 30 years, i.e. since the 1971 census.    No attempt
has been made to adjust the data to reflect definitional changes, so allowance must be made for this.    The notes below highlight the main limitations for each
topic.    In general, it is often more useful to compare changes in percentage composition of the population rather than absolute changes, as this avoids some of
the pitfalls associated with changing definitions.    Despite all the limitations and caveats, the trends revealed are instructive.    They reveal a city with a
growing, increasingly cosmopolitan population, living in ever smaller households, with a convergence of economic participation between males and females,
and a dramatic rise in car ownership.    The following notes, tables and graphs expand on these and other trends.



Summary findings

• Edinburgh’s population has started to increase again since 1991, reversing the downward trend since the 1940s, and contrasting with a continuing loss of
population at the national (Scottish) level.

• The number of children under 16 has fallen by more than 30% since 1971, and for the first time the 2001 census reveals that the number of elderly (65+)
outweighs the number of children (0-15).

• The young working age population is at its highest for many years.

• Over the last 20 years the City’s elderly population has been declining, although this will change in future.    The oldest and most dependent age groups
have already been growing.

• Population densities have been falling for many years in the larger council housing estates, especially in outlying areas of the city.    However, since 1991
new housing developments (mainly private sector) have bolstered the population in many inner-city areas, together with new growth areas on the edge of
the city.

• Demand for new housing has been fuelled by a rapid growth in the number of households, which shows no sign of abating.    The average household size
has been shrinking steadily, and single-person households are now the commonest size.

• More people are living in households as opposed to institutions or communal establishments, and households sharing accommodation with other
households have all but disappeared.

• The proportion of households with dependent children has been falling, but lone parent households with dependent children are on the increase.

• Owner-occupation continues to grow as the preferred tenure for the majority of households.   However the 1990s have also seen a significant increase in
private renting of furnished accommodation.

• Numerically, the largest addition to the housing stock has been in the form of flats.   However, the proportion of detached and semi-detached properties is
gradually increasing.

• Housing space standards have steadily improved, with more rooms available per person.

• Edinburgh is becoming increasingly diverse and cosmopolitan, with a growing number of residents from ethnic minority backgrounds and / or born
outwith Scotland.

• Car ownership and car usage both continue to grow fairly relentlessly.    Commuting by bus has declined, but some more sustainable modes of travel
have shown signs of growth over the last ten years – notably walking, cycling and train travel.

• Participation in the labour force has grown overall, mainly as a result of increasing female economic activity rates, especially in the 25-39 age group.
There has been a shift from full-time to part-time employment for males, and in the reverse direction for females.    Self-employment has been growing
for both males and females.   The number of people unable to work because of permanent sickness has also been growing.



Total population    (Table 1 & graphs)

• Consistent figures on Edinburgh’s population are not readily obtainable, partly because of changes in census definitions but also because of periodic
revisions to the administrative boundary.    The best time series is that combining the population present within the former Municipal Burgh upto 1971,
and the Registrar General’s Mid Year Estimates of resident population within the City of Edinburgh for 1981, 1991 and 2001.    These are the figures
used in the graphs attached to Table 1.

• On this basis, the City’s population reached its high water mark just before the outbreak of World War 2, having grown from 91,000 in 1801 to 472,000
in 1939 (n.b. 1939 figure is an official estimate, as there was no census during the War).    After both the First and Second World Wars, the population
dropped slightly and then recovered.

• Between 1961 and 1991 there was a much more significant decline in population.    The transition from the ‘persons present’ to ‘resident population’
basis used in the census makes it difficult to pin down the scale of this loss.    However it is estimated to have been in the order of 10%.    This is the
period when there was a major outflow of population from many larger cities, both to New Towns (such as Livingston) and to other settlements in
surrounding areas.    It was associated with a decline in traditional manufacturing industries, and a rise in car ownership and commuting.

• Since 1991 there has evidently been a swing back towards urban living, with the Edinburgh’s population increasing from 436,000 to 449,000.    A
number of factors have contributed towards this resurgence, which contrasts with a slow population decline for Scotland as a whole.    Financial and
business services have enjoyed a period of unprecedented growth, bolstered by additional employment opportunities in information technology, tourism,
leisure, retailing, health and other public services.    Edinburgh has achieved increasing recognition for its high quality of life, its highly skilled workforce
and enterprising business culture.    Despite recent increases in land values, house prices, commuting etc. it has come to be regarded as an attractive
alternative for companies and individuals seeking to escape the ‘overheated’ economy of London and South East England.

• The best guide to recent population changes is obtained from the Mid Year Population Estimates (General Register Office for Scotland) rather than the
censuses, as these have recently been re-released on a consistent basis for every year back to 1981.    They are consistent with the population base used in
the 2001 Census, with the 2001 MYE figure differing from the 2001 Census figure only because it relates to June rather than April.    Use of the MYE
gets round the difficulty caused by the revised treatment of students in 2001.   (i.e. counting them as part of the normally resident population at their
term-time address).

• The Mid Year Estimates show that the proportion of males in the population has grown very slightly over the last 20 years, from 47% to 48%.   The main
factor behind this is likely to be in-migration, as migrants tend to include a disproportionately high number of men.

Age structure    (Table 2 & graphs)

• Since 1991 the number of pre-school children has fallen slightly while the number of school age children has increased.    Both groups now represent a
much smaller proportion of the population than they did in 1971.    In fact the number of children under 16 has fallen by more than 30% since 1971, and
for the first time the 2001 census reveals that the number of elderly (65+) outweighs the number of children (0-15).



• The census figures show a significant increase in the number of young adults, with the number of 20-24 year olds being higher than at any other time
over the last 30 years.    Whilst some of this may result from genuine demographic changes, the revision of the census base to include students at their
term-time address will almost certainly be the main contributory factor.   20-24 year olds comprise the largest 5-year age group in Edinburgh’s
population structure – a significant feature in terms of consumer targeting for retail and leisure spending.

• The younger working age population (25-44) is also at its highest level in recent years, stemming partly from the ageing of the existing population and
partly from in-migration.    The strong representation of this age group forms the basis of Edinburgh’s formidable workforce.     With the exception of the
very elderly, the 30-34 year age group has grown faster than any other 5-year age group between 1971 and 2001 (followed by the 35-39s).

• The older working age population (45-64) has been the most stable age band , comprising about 21-22% of the population in all three most recent
censuses.    However, there have been variations within this band, with population growth upto the age of 54, counterbalanced by a decline in those aged
55-64.

• The number of elderly people in Edinburgh has been declining over the last 20 years, although not as rapidly as the number of children.    This reflects a
trough in the population structure which has now worked its way through to retirement age.    However, in future years this age band is set to grow again
as the current bulge in the working age groups progresses towards retirement.

• The very oldest age group (85+) has already started to grow rapidly, albeit from a low base, due to advances in health care and improvements in living
conditions.    The number of people in this group has more than doubled since 1971, from 4,200 to 8,600.

Population distribution     (Maps 1 to 5)

• Maps 1 to 4 show the distribution and density of population within Edinburgh for the 1971, 1981, 1991 and 2001 censuses respectively.    For any given
point in the City, they show the number of people recorded within a radius of 0.8 km., which equates closely to half a mile, and could be considered as a
good average walking distance.    (In this sense they could be regarded as portraying the walk-in catchment population for local services).    As always, it
is necessary to make an allowance for changes in the definitions and methodology associated with each census.

• The 1971 map shows very high peak population densities in the dense tenement areas to the east of Leith Walk, and Dalry.    There are also significant
concentrations in North Leith, and the large public housing schemes of Pilton / Muirhouse, Craigmillar / Niddrie, and Wester Hailes, together with lesser
concentrations in Parkgrove, Oxgangs, Craigentinny and Granton.    Areas of low population density are also readily identifiable, including the very
centre of the City (Princes Street) and a ring of large open spaces in the middle suburbs (Holyrood Park, Blackford, Craiglockhart and Corstorphine Hills,
and Inverleith).

• The 1981 map shows lower densities in nearly all areas, but this is partly a consequence of the shift to the ‘normally resident’ population base.    Wester
Hailes is one of the few areas where the population grew despite this change of definition.    The basic pattern of population distribution remains very
similar to that recorded ten years previously.

• The 1991 again shows falling densities, but the reliability of the figures is uncertain because of varying degrees of under-enumeration in different areas,
which skews the results.    In particular, population decline in some of the public sector housing areas may have been exaggerated.



• The 2001 map reveals a continuing decline of population in the large social housing estates, but substantial increases in the inner city areas both to the
north and south of Princes Street.    The inclusion of students at their term-time addresses has clearly influenced the most recent pattern, with high
concentrations of population now showing in many traditional student areas, including halls of residence and areas of student flats (Southside,
Marchmont etc.).

• Map 5 shows the change in population between 1981 and 2001 on a similar basis to the preceding maps.    The Census Office generally recommends that
comparisons of this nature should be made with 1981 rather than 1991, because of well publicised difficulties surrounding undercount and subsequent
imputation in 1991, which had differential impacts in different areas of the City.    ‘Student’ areas stand out as the areas of greatest increase, including
the whole of the Southside, but particularly the area between Pollock Halls of Residence and George Square.   The student accommodation at Riccarton,
to the west of the City, is also readily apparent.

• After discounting the ‘student effect’, the areas of population growth mainly reflect the locations which have seen significant private house building
during the last two decades.    These include, for example, Brunstane, Gilmerton, Mortonhall, Buckstone, Hunter’s Tryst, Balerno and the Gyle on the
outer edges of the City.    They also include areas of infill development (e.g. Warriston,  Fettes, Saughtonhall, Meggetland, Portobello) and areas where
redundant industrial land has been converted to residential use (e.g. Leith, Canonmills, Dalry).

• Areas of population decline stand out very starkly in Map 5, with Niddrie, Craigmillar and Wester Hailes experiencing by far the biggest falls, followed
by Muirhouse, Pilton and Drylaw.    New house building in the Pilton area has helped to compensate for the loss of population from the public sector
stock here.    There has also been a small loss of population in Sighthill, Broomhouse, Clermiston, Oxgangs and Moredun.    These are all areas where
there has been relatively little new housing development to outweigh the diminishing size of households in existing accommodation.

Households     (Tables 3 and 7)

• The number of households has been growing rapidly in recent decades.    The number of households is now 45% higher than it was half a century ago,
even though the population is now lower than in 1951.    The trend away from the large nuclear family towards more independent living arrangements
has been at the root of this growth, but the recent upturn in population has added further fuel.     An additional factor has been the rising proportion of the
population who live in households, as opposed to institutions or communal establishments (94.8% in 1971, 97.6% in 2001).    Government policies such
as ‘care in the community’ have helped to promote this.

• While the number of household units has increased, the average size of these units has declined steadily.    In 1951 the average household comprised 3.12
people living together, but this has now fallen to 2.14.

• By far the greatest growth has been in people living on their own.    Single person households accounted for only 24% of all households in 1971, but 38%
in 2001.    They are now the commonest size of household.

• The steady shift from towards smaller households has been driven by a number of social trends, including delayed family formation, falling birth rates,
children leaving home at a younger age, rising divorce rates, and longer life expectancy for the elderly.



• The absolute number of one, two and three person households is growing, though only very slowly for the last of these.    All larger households are
declining in absolute terms.    Clearly this has implications for the size and type of accommodation which will be needed, although it also has to be
remembered that expectations regarding living space are also changing.    (See notes below on rooms per person).

• Demand for housing has been boosted further by a decline in the number of households living in shared accommodation with other households.    In 1951
these accounted for as much as 9% of all households, but by 2001 the number was negligible.

• Household formation and the availability of accommodation tend to have an interactive relationship.    For example it has been suggested that high house
prices can encourage children to live with their parents for a longer period when they might otherwise choose to set up home independently.    The signs
are that there is still plenty of scope for the number of households in the City to increase further.

• Table 3 shows that the proportion of households with dependent children fell from 32.4% in 1981 to 22.6% in 2001.    However, the percentage of lone
parent households with dependent children has grown, from 2.4% to 6.2% over the same time period.

• The trend towards more fragmented living arrangements has been accompanied by a shift in marital status.    Between 1971 and 2001 the proportion of
the population who were married fell from 46.3% to 37.6%.    The proportion who are widowed has also fallen slightly, mostly since 1991.    In contrast,
the single / co-habiting and divorced categories have both been increasing steadily.

Housing     (Tables 4 and 7)

• The Census is primarily designed to count people and households rather than houses.    Although recent censuses do include some information on
dwellings, they cannot be relied upon to give an accurate and comprehensive picture of the housing stock.     Until 1971 only dwellings which were
actually occupied on census night were counted.    Only the most recent censuses have extended the coverage and attempted to enumerate all dwellings.
Even in the most recent censuses, analysis of tenures or housing types tends to relate to households rather than housing – for example the percentage of
households who are owner-occupiers or who live in semi-detached properties.

•  In 1951 the number of occupied dwellings in the City was recorded as 134,038.    By 1991 the total number of dwellings was 200,446 ten years later this
had grown to 214,664.    During the 1990s, therefore, the housing stock increased by about 14,200 (i.e. 1,420 per year), compared with an increase of
19,000 households.    In 1991 there were about 108 dwellings per 100 households.    However, by 2001 this had fallen to 105, indicating growing
pressure on the stock.

•  Table 4 and associated graphs show that there has been a major shift towards owner-occupation since 1971, with the biggest increase occurring in the
1980s (encouraged by ‘Right-to-buy’ and other government policies promoting home ownership).    The percentage of owner-occupier households
(including those with or without a mortgage) has grown from 46.9% in 1971 to 68.6% in 2001.    However, only about 2% of this growth occurred during
the 1990s.

• The tenure which increased most rapidly during the 1990s was private renting of furnished accommodation.    This grew from 5.7% in 1991 to 9.7% in
2001.    This sector is clearly increasing in popularity again, after reaching a low point in 1981.    The increase probably reflects a combination of factors.
On the supply side, there has been a trend towards investment purchases by landlords, taking advantage of rising property prices and government



incentives.   On the demand side, there is a growing population of students and relatively footloose, affluent, professional workers who are not ready to
take up the responsibilities of property ownership themselves.

• Social renting continues to decline in importance, now only accounting for about one in six households.    If recent trends continue, private renting
(furnished and unfurnished combined) will outweigh social renting by the time of the next census.

• The proportion of households living in detached or semi-detached houses has been increasing gradually, at the expense of terraced houses, flats and
maisonettes.    Given the high value of housing land in the city, this shift towards less intensive forms of development is a noteworthy trend.     However,
in absolute terms flatted properties have been by far the largest component of recent house building.   The number of flats increased by about 9,800
between 1991 and 2001, compared with some 3,700 detached houses and 6,400 semi-detached houses.

• Historically, Edinburgh has not been a particularly ‘high-rise’ city, with only a relatively limited number of tower blocks.    However the large number of
tenemental properties resulted in many families living upto four floors above street level.    Recently, the increasing numbers of detached and semi-
detached houses has resulted in more people living at street level (55%of households in 2001 compared with 53% in 1981).   Interestingly, there has also
been a significant growth in basement living.

• 99.7% of all households now have exclusive use of their own bath or shower, and inside w.c., compared with 82.5% in 1971.    Most of the improvement
here occurred during the 1970s.    Central heating has become much more universal, increasing from 70% of households in 1991 to 88% in 2001.

Living space / rooms    (Table 5)

• Although the average household size has continued to fall, the number of rooms available to each household has steadily increased.   This rise in space
standards is one of the factors driving the demand for new housing and housing land disproportionately in relation to population growth.

• The proportion of households living in accommodation with one, two or three rooms has been falling, while the proportion in larger properties has been
growing (as shown in the graph attached to Table 5).    In 1981 the commonest arrangement was three rooms per household, whereas nowadays four
rooms is by far the most prevalent standard.     (Note :  the census definition of ‘room’ is limited to the principal living rooms, and excludes hallways,
bathrooms etc.)

• Only 2% of households now live at an occupational density higher  than 1 person per room, compared with 3% in 1991, 11% in 1981 and 16% in 1971.

Communal establishments     (Table 5)

• As noted previously, a growing proportion of the population is now living in households rather than communal establishments or institutions.    The
number of communal establishments in the city has declined quite substantially in recent decades.

• The 2001 census appears to throw up something of a ‘glitch’, with a large rise in the number of people living in such establishments since 1991.
However, this has arisen entirely through the enumeration of students at their term-time addresses, which includes halls of residence in many cases.    If
allowance is made for this, the trend is very much downwards.



• Apart from educational establishments, the only other types of establishment with a bigger population in 2001 than in 1991 are children’s homes, prisons
and defence establishments.

Country of birth     (Table 6)

• Edinburgh is becoming an increasingly cosmopolitan city, with 22% of its population not native to Scotland, compared with just 13% in 1971.
However, allowance must be made for the different treatment of students in the 2001 census : their enumeration at term-time addresses will boost the
number of non-Scots in the population.

• More than half of the non-Scots in the city are from England.    Persons born in England now account for about 12% of the population, which is much
increased from the 1971 figure of 8%.

• People born overseas also form a larger component of the resident population, growing from 4.3% in 1971 to 8.3% in 2001.    It is interesting to note that
much of this change has occurred during the last decade, co-inciding with Edinburgh’s increasingly prominent role on the international stage – in
business, politics, the arts, sports and tourism.

• Origins by individual countries and groups of countries are detailed in Table 6.    This shows that migrants to Edinburgh are drawn widely from across
the world.   However, Europe, Canada, Australia and New Zealand have been amongst the main origins of the recent influx from overseas.    Poland is
one of the few countries which contributes a smaller number of people than 20 or 30 years ago.

Ethnic group     (Table 7)

• Edinburgh’s cultural diversity is also evident in terms of its broadening range of ethnic backgrounds.    However, the non-white population is still low in
comparison with many UK cities.    Between 1991 and 2001 the proportion of people who identified their ethnic background as other than white
increased from 2.4% to 4.1%.

• In terms of absolute numbers, apart from whites, the largest increase over the last decade have been in the ‘mixed race / other’ category (growth of
3,100).    These have overtaken Pakistanis and Chinese to become the largest ethnic minority group.    The next largest numerical increases were amongst
the Chinese, Pakistani and Indian communities (respective growths of 1,600, 1,300 and 1,200).

• In percentage terms, the fastest growth has been for ‘mixed race / other’, black African, and Indian ethnic backgrounds.    These groups all more than
doubled in numbers during the 1990s.

Knowledge of Gaelic     (Table 7)

• The proportion of Edinburgh’s population with some knowledge of the Gaelic language is very small (less than 1%).    However,  there are signs that the
downward trend prior to 1991 has been reversed.



Limiting long-term illness     (Table 7)

• The number of people who describe themselves as having a ‘limiting long-term illness’ has increased substantially over the last decade, rising from 13%
to 17% of the total population.

Car availability and travel to work     (Table 8)

• The growing attachment to the motor car shows no sign of letting up.    The census actually reports on car ‘availability’ rather than ‘ownership’ – for
example it includes situations where company vehicles are used for domestic purposes.    Nevertheless, there can be little doubt that ownership is very
much on the increase, with historic rates of growth being maintained or even increased.    With road space at a premium, and accessibility recognised as a
key determinant of future economic success, growing traffic volumes will clearly be one of the most urgent challenges to be addressed over the next
decade.

• The proportion of households without a car now stands at 39.5%, compared with 46.5% in 1991, 53.6% in 1981, and 61.8% in 1971.

• One in seven households now has two cars, compared with one in twelve back in 1981.

• The average number of cars per household has grown from 0.57 in 1981 to 0.69 in 1991 and 0.81 in 2001.

• The estimated number of cars available for household use has grown from about 94,000 in 1981 to 165,000 in 2001.    The growth between 1981 and
1991 was about 33,500.     Between 1991 and 2001 it was in the order of 37,500.

• The time series data for travel to work illustrates how increasing car ownership has resulted in increasing car usage.    49% of all Edinburgh residents
now travel to their workplace by car, compared with 45% in 1991 and 37% in 1981.    Furthermore there has been a growing propensity to drive rather
than travel as a passenger.    Only one in ten car commuters is a passenger, compared with one in six in 1981.

• There has been a commensurate reduction in commuting by bus.    This accounts for only 27% of journeys – a big drop from the 40% recorded in 1981.

• However, there have been some encouraging trends for more sustainable modes of travel : the proportions of people walking, cycling, and travelling by
motor cycle and train have all increased since 1991.

• It is also interesting to note that there has been a sustained growth in the number of people who say that they work ‘mainly from home’.    In 1981 this
group accounted for just over 1% of the workforce, but today it has grown to about 5%..    The trend towards home-working could potentially have a
significant impact on traffic generation, as well as the design of housing and residential areas.

Economic activity     (Table 9)

• The figures show a substantially larger resident workforce in 2001 compared with 1991, especially for females.    Whilst the buoyant economy and a
range of government initiatives may have contributed to this, some of the change may result from under-enumeration in 1991, which particularly affected



young working males.    As pointed out previously, the population in the young working age groups has been growing, and this will also be a
contributory factor.

• The long-term trend is towards a gradual decline in economic activity rates for males, although this has been more than outweighed by the reverse trend
for females.    Female activity rates have grown from 45.6% in 1971 to 62.6% in 2001, with about 10% of this uplift having occurred in the last 10 years.
Meanwhile male activity rates have fallen from 79.4% in 1971 to 72.5% in 2001.

• The line graph attached to Table 9 shows how economic activity rates have changed by age and gender over the last 30 years.    The overall convergence
between male and female rates is readily apparent, particularly in the 25 to 39 age group.    Although a differential still persists, there has clearly been a
major shift in attitudes and opportunities, resulting in more women working both before and after child-bearing.

• In common with males, however, female economic activity has been falling amongst the over-64s (reflecting earlier retirement) and under-25s (reflecting
increased take-up of further and higher education).   Female economic activity has also started to fall in some of the older working age groups – notably
40-44 and 55-59.

• The number of full-time male employees has been falling over the last 20 years, although the number in part-time employment has increased.    The
pattern is the opposite for females, with full-time employment growing at the expense of part-time.

• For both sexes, there has been a significant growth in self-employment.    The 1981 census recorded some 13,100 self-employed residents.    By 1991 this
had grown to 18,000 and by 2001 it stood at 22,200.

• The number of people out of work is very much lower than in 1991, which co-incided with a trough in the economic cycle.   Census unemployment is
self-defined, and does not reconcile with other ‘official’ counts, such as those recorded in the Labour Force Survey or the count of benefit claimants.

• Persons who are not economically active because they are ‘permanently sick’ have grown to represent a sizeable proportion of the population.    This
reinforces the earlier observation regarding the growth in ‘limiting long-term illness’.     To some extent these trends may reflect a re-classification of
people who were previously in the ‘unemployed’ category.    Nevertheless, they do give rise to some concern over potentially high dependency ratios in
the future.
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Edinburgh Trends      1  :  Total population

n.b. : all the figures presented below need to be interpreted with caution, since comparisons over time are affected both by the periodic extension of Edinburgh's administrative boundaries
and by changes in Census methodology and definitions.   For example, after 1971 the enumerated population changed from 'persons present on Census night' to 'normally resident' population.

1801 1811 1821 1831 1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1939 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001
Edinburgh (1)
Total 67,288 82,624 112,235 136,054 138,182 160,511 168,121 196,979 228,357 261,225 316,837 320,318 420,264 439,010 471,897 466,761 468,361 453,575 425,256 418,914 448,624
Males n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 199,350 n/a 213,849 216,881 211,400 199,749 196,894 214,711
Females n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 239,660 n/a 252,912 251,480 242,175 225,507 222,020 233,913

Edinburgh (2) 90,768 112,962 150,674 175,407 179,897 208,477 222,015 266,081 320,549 360,522 413,008 423,464 420,264 439,010 n/a 466,761 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Edinburgh (3) 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Total 445,985 444,490 441,680 441,230 440,080 439,010 439,670 435,240 436,850 436,140 436,320 436,670 438,300 440,120 443,860 444,910 445,720 446,240 447,190 448,430 449,020
Males 209,835 208,839 207,321 207,657 207,120 206,911 207,578 205,515 206,714 206,593 206,858 207,317 208,502 209,529 211,571 212,410 212,906 213,224 213,819 214,544 214,953
Females 236,150 235,651 234,359 233,573 232,960 232,099 232,092 229,725 230,136 229,547 229,462 229,353 229,798 230,591 232,289 232,500 232,814 233,016 233,371 233,886 234,067

Lothians: 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1939 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001        Edinburgh (1) : These are 'raw' data for the area of the city as constituted at the time of each Census.
For 1801 - 1871 the figures relate to the City of Edinburgh (excluding the parishes of

Total 513,412 579,722 615,316 622,668 639,271 677,870 690,878 710,163 745,623 723,108 726,010 778,367 North Leith and South Leith).    For 1881 - 1971 they relate to the Municipal Burgh of
Males n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 335,478 354,721 345,465 345,423 373,045 Edinburgh.    For 1981 - 1991 they relate to the City of Edinburgh District.    For 2001
Females n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 374,685 390,902 377,643 380,587 405,322 they relate to the City of Edinburgh (virtually identical boundaries to the former District).

Edinburgh (2) : These are 'adjusted' data, published in the 1951 Census Report, standardised as far as possible to the boundaries of the Municipal Burgh.    They therefore provide a reasonably consistent time series upto 1971, and relate to the population present on Census night,
 rather than the normally resident population.

Edinburgh (3) : These are revised Mid Year Estimate populations, re-calibrated by the General Register Office (Scotland) to be consistent with the latest Census data.   N.B. these are annual figures, dating back to 1981.

The graph below shows adjusted Census data for the Municipal Burgh upto 1971, and Mid Year Estimate populations for the current City boundary for 1981-2001. The graph below shows annual Mid Year Estimate populations for 1981-2001 (consistent with 2001 Census)
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Edinburgh Trends 2  :  Age Structure

Broad age groups

Numbers Total 0 to 4 5 to 15 16 to 19 20 to 24 25 to 44 45 to 64 65 to 84 85+ Percent 0 to 4 5 to 15 16 to 19 20 to 24 25 to 44 45 to 64 65 to 84 85+

2001 448,624 22,170 51,157 22,772 41,709 144,381 97,345 60,471 8,619 2001 4.9% 11.4% 5.1% 9.3% 32.2% 21.7% 13.5% 1.9%
1991 418,914 24,622 46,900 19,793 35,792 130,733 90,451 63,241 7,382 1991 5.9% 11.2% 4.7% 8.5% 31.2% 21.6% 15.1% 1.8%
1981 425,256 21,198 60,715 28,640 37,565 108,578 97,537 65,648 5,375 1981 5.0% 14.3% 6.7% 8.8% 25.5% 22.9% 15.4% 1.3%
1971 453,575 32,125 74,735 28,075 40,415 100,830 111,945 61,255 4,195 1971 7.1% 16.5% 6.2% 8.9% 22.2% 24.7% 13.5% 0.9%

5 year age groups
Numbers Total 0 to 4 5 to 9 10 to 14 15 to 19 20 to 24 25 to 29 30 to 34 35 to 39 40 to 44 45 to 49 50 to 54 55 to 59 60 to 64 65 to 69 70 to 74 75 to 79 80 to 84 85+

2001 448,624 22,170 22,986 23,375 27,568 41,709 38,250 38,343 35,621 32,167 27,440 28,546 21,479 19,880 18,866 17,358 14,629 9,618 8,619
1991 418,914 24,622 22,182 20,606 23,905 35,792 38,651 34,196 28,423 29,463 23,196 22,450 22,295 22,510 21,325 16,957 14,644 10,315 7,382
1981 425,256 21,198 23,811 30,237 35,307 37,565 31,023 30,707 23,626 23,222 23,849 25,118 26,163 22,407 22,351 20,136 14,822 8,339 5,375
1971 453,575 32,125 34,725 33,725 34,360 40,415 26,635 24,155 24,125 25,915 28,335 26,195 28,780 28,635 24,545 17,790 11,890 7,030 4,195

Percent Total 0 to 4 5 to 9 10 to 14 15 to 19 20 to 24 25 to 29 30 to 34 35 to 39 40 to 44 45 to 49 50 to 54 55 to 59 60 to 64 65 to 69 70 to 74 75 to 79 80 to 84 85+

2001 100.0% 4.9% 5.1% 5.2% 6.1% 9.3% 8.5% 8.5% 7.9% 7.2% 6.1% 6.4% 4.8% 4.4% 4.2% 3.9% 3.3% 2.1% 1.9%
1991 100.0% 5.9% 5.3% 4.9% 5.7% 8.5% 9.2% 8.2% 6.8% 7.0% 5.5% 5.4% 5.3% 5.4% 5.1% 4.0% 3.5% 2.5% 1.8%
1981 100.0% 5.0% 5.6% 7.1% 8.3% 8.8% 7.3% 7.2% 5.6% 5.5% 5.6% 5.9% 6.2% 5.3% 5.3% 4.7% 3.5% 2.0% 1.3%
1971 100.0% 7.1% 7.7% 7.4% 7.6% 8.9% 5.9% 5.3% 5.3% 5.7% 6.2% 5.8% 6.3% 6.3% 5.4% 3.9% 2.6% 1.5% 0.9%
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Edinburgh Trends 3  :  Households and Living Arrangements

Household numbers and size

Population % of total Total no. Average Numbers H'holds H'holds H'holds H'holds H'holds H'holds Percent H'holds H'holds H'holds H'holds H'holds H'holds
living in pop. living of h'holds persons per with 1 with 2 with 3 with 4 with 5 with >5 with 1 with 2 with 3 with 4 with 5 with >5

households in h'holds household person persons persons persons persons persons person persons persons persons persons persons

2001 437,793 97.6% 204,683 2.14 2001 76,803 67,469 28,726 21,946 7,466 2,273 2001 37.5% 33.0% 14.0% 10.7% 3.6% 1.1%
1991 410,938 98.1% 185,664 2.21 1991 64,687 61,795 27,080 22,456 7,200 2,446 1991 34.8% 33.3% 14.6% 12.1% 3.9% 1.3%
1981 415,736 97.8% 164,692 2.52 1981 44,808 52,518 26,292 25,711 10,389 4,974 1981 27.2% 31.9% 16.0% 15.6% 6.3% 3.0%
1971 429,765 94.8% 157,900 2.72 1971 37,455 48,345 27,890 23,680 11,805 8,650 1971 23.7% 30.6% 17.7% 15.0% 7.5% 5.5%

Household characteristics Marital status (total population, all ages)
Lone .. as % of H'holds .. as % of No. of H'holds .. as % of H'holds Numbers Single Married, Widowed Divorced Percent Single Married, Widowed Divorced

parent all h'holds containing all h'holds dependent comprised all h'holds in shared or co- re-married or co- re-married
households dependent children entirely of accomm habiting or habiting or

- with children living pensioners -odation separated separated
dependent in h'holds (*1) but legally but legally
child(ren) married married

2001 12,645 6.2% 46,242 22.6% 80,149 45,215 22.1% 271 2001 224,167 168,728 29,782 25,947 2001 50.0% 37.6% 6.6% 5.8%
1991 8,343 4.5% 44,327 23.9% 77,316 46,303 24.9% 1,163 1991 182,025 182,648 33,693 20,548 1991 43.5% 43.6% 8.0% 4.9%
1981 3,921 2.4% 53,385 32.4% n/a 43,570 26.5% 1,328 1981 180,290 197,546 35,446 11,974 1981 42.4% 46.5% 8.3% 2.8%
1971 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 37,110 23.5% 3,255 1971 201,980 210,065 36,420 5,120 1971 44.5% 46.3% 8.0% 1.1%

Note : (*1) 1971 figure limited to 1 and 2 person households
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Edinburgh Trends 4  :  Housing

Housing tenure Lowest floor level of accommodation

Numbers Owner Social Private Private Other Percent Owner Social Private Private Other Percent Basement Ground 1st or 3rd or 5th floor
occupied rented rented rented tenure occupied rented rented rented tenure or semi- floor 2nd floor 4th floor or higher

(with or (unfur (furnished) (with or (unfur (furnished) basement (street
without -nished) without -nished) level)

mortgage) mortgage)

2001 140,342 33,750 5,850 19,766 4,975 2001 68.6% 16.5% 2.9% 9.7% 2.4% 2001 3.1% 55.4% 30.7% 9.6% 1.2%
1991 123,352 44,309 5,327 10,566 2,110 1991 66.4% 23.9% 2.9% 5.7% 1.1% 1991 1.8% 53.7% 32.9% 9.9% 1.6%
1981 86,830 59,388 9,123 6,771 2,580 1981 52.7% 36.1% 5.5% 4.1% 1.6% 1981 1.0% 53.3% 33.8% 9.8% 2.2%
1971 73,975 49,915 24,465 9,435 35 1971 46.9% 31.6% 15.5% 6.0% 0.0% 1971 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Dwelling type Amenities
Numbers Detached Semi- Terraced Flat, Mobile or Percent Detached Semi- Terraced Flat, Mobile or .. as % Without .. as %

house detached house mais'ette, temporary house detached house mais'ette, temporary exclusive use of all central of all
house apartment accomm. house apartment accomm. of bath / shower h'holds heating h'holds

+ inside w.c.

2001 23,581 29,744 30,348 120,675 64 2001 11.5% 14.6% 14.8% 59.0% 0.0% 2001 641 0.3% 25,219 12.3%
1991 19,878 23,306 30,470 110,857 83 1991 10.8% 12.6% 16.5% 60.1% 0.0% 1991 1,531 0.8% 57,400 30.9%
1981 17,699 19,330 22,022 105,512 129 1981 10.7% 11.7% 13.4% 64.1% 0.1% 1981 6,842 4.2% n/a n/a 
1971 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1971 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1971 27,620 17.5% n/a n/a 
 Note : 1991 figures are occupied dwellings (unshared); 1981 & 2001 are h'holds Note : 1991 figures are occupied dwellings (unshared); 1981 & 2001 are h'holds

Without
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Dwelling type, 1981 - 2001
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Edinburgh Trends 5  :  Living space;  Communal establishments

Number of rooms available per household

No. of 1 room 2 rooms 3 rooms 4rooms 5 rooms 6 rooms 7 or more Percent 1 room 2 rooms 3 rooms 4rooms 5 rooms 6 rooms 7 or more Numbers Total no.
h'holds rooms of h'holds rooms of rooms

2001 2,199 12,805 33,485 66,180 43,113 21,703 25,198 2001 1.1% 6.3% 16.4% 32.3% 21.1% 10.6% 12.3% 2001 950,430
1991 2,239 18,615 38,816 53,897 36,657 18,091 17,349 1991 1.2% 10.0% 20.9% 29.0% 19.7% 9.7% 9.3% 1991 805,748
1981 2,028 21,426 57,755 43,850 23,054 8,616 7,963 1981 1.2% 13.0% 35.1% 26.6% 14.0% 5.2% 4.8% 1981 623,528
1971 4,210 24,945 46,445 42,070 21,090 9,515 9,550 1971 2.7% 15.8% 29.4% 26.7% 13.4% 6.0% 6.1% 1971 601,990

Density of persons per room Population living in communal establishments
Percent H'holds H'holds H'holds H'holds Numbers Hotels, Psychi Other Homes for Children's Educat Prisons, Defence Civilian Other Total Total no.
of h'holds with less with >0.5 with >1.0 with more guest -atric hospitals, the old & homes -ional detention establish ships, communal enumer of estab-

than 0.5 and <=1.0 and <=1.5 than 1.5 houses, hospitals nursing disabled establish centres -ments boats, establish -ated lishments
persons persons persons persons etc. homes -ments barges -ments population

per room per room per room per room

2001 69.3% 28.8% 1.4% 0.5% 2001 157 329 2,190 1,154 61 5,136 355 676 0 773 10,831 446
1991 62.5% 34.7% 2.3% 0.6% 1991 1,007 502 2,810 1,610 35 762 224 145 8 873 7,976 591
1981 n/a n/a 8.5% 2.1% 1981 1,823 1,210 1,786 1,976 394 412 464 430 0 1,025 9,520 n/a 
1971 22.2% 61.9% 10.7% 5.3% 1971 5,425 1,660 5,625 2,065 560 4,400 1,015 610 385 1,960 23,705 870
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Edinburgh Trends 6  :  Country of birth

Country of birth

Numbers U.K. Scotland England Wales Northern France, Belgium, Norway, Poland Other Canada, U.S.A. Caribb Central Africa India, China Hong Kong Middle
(residents) total Ireland Germany, Neth'lands, Sweden, Europe Australia, -ean & South Pakistan, Sing'pore East

Italy, Lux'bourg Denmark, N. Zealand America Bang'desh, Malaysia
Spain Finland Sri Lanka

2001 411,204 348,931 54,447 2,069 5,607 6,487 733 829 416 3,166 4,316 2,184 300 613 4,355 3,925 978 2,426 1,388
1991 397,045 352,637 39,682 1,621 3,087 3,297 345 499 530 922 2,187 1,274 328 397 2,532 2,870 417 1,769 805
1981 406,396 367,358 34,523 1,483 2,920 2,739 230 311 755 901 1,889 993 306 331 2,410 2,249 243 1,406 766
1971 434,090 394,445 35,700 1,460 2,360 2,650 205 n/a 940 975 1,870 975 265 340 n/a 1,840 185 835 n/a 
 n.b. the 2001figures are boosted by the enumeration of students at their term-time address.    Edinburgh's large student population includes a substantial number of overseas students.

Percent U.K. Scotland England Wales Northern France, Belgium, Norway, Poland Other Canada, U.S.A. Caribb Central Africa India, China Hong Kong Middle
(residents) total Ireland Germany, Neth'lands, Sweden, Europe Australia, -ean & South Pakistan, Sing'pore East

Italy, Lux'bourg Denmark, N. Zealand America Bang'desh, Malaysia
Spain Finland Sri Lanka

2001 91.7% 77.8% 12.1% 0.5% 1.2% 1.4% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.7% 1.0% 0.5% 0.1% 0.1% 1.0% 0.9% 0.2% 0.5% 0.3%
1991 94.8% 84.2% 9.5% 0.4% 0.7% 0.8% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.5% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.6% 0.7% 0.1% 0.4% 0.2%
1981 95.6% 86.4% 8.1% 0.3% 0.7% 0.6% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.2% 0.4% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.6% 0.5% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2%
1971 95.7% 87.0% 7.9% 0.3% 0.5% 0.6% 0.0% n/a 0.2% 0.2% 0.4% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% n/a 0.4% 0.0% 0.2% n/a 
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Edinburgh Trends 7  :  Ethnic group;   Gaelic;   Long-term illness;   Households & housing

Ethnic group Knowledge of Gaelic

White Indian Pakistani Bangla Chinese Other Black Black Other Other Speaks, .. as % Speaks, .. as % Speaks Reads Writes
-deshi Asian African Caribbean Black / mixed reads of total reads of total Gaelic Gaelic Gaelic

OR writes population AND writes population
Gaelic Gaelic

2001 430,369 2,384 3,928 636 3,532 1,201 1,285 292 174 4,823
1991 409,044 1,176 2,625 328 1,940 910 603 175 393 1,720

2001 4,013 0.9% 1,766 0.4% 3,120 2,928 1,962
2001   % 95.9% 0.5% 0.9% 0.1% 0.8% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 0.0% 1.1% 1991 3,494 0.8% 1,467 0.4% 3,089 2,185 1,580
1991   % 97.6% 0.3% 0.6% 0.1% 0.5% 0.2% 0.1% 0.0% 0.1% 0.4% 1981 3,739 0.9% 1,826 0.4% n/a n/a n/a 

Limiting long-term illness Household / housing summary (1951-2001)
Persons .. as % 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001

with of total
limiting population 141,424 152,177 157,900 164,692 185,664 204,683

long-term 440,986 446,039 429,765 415,736 410,938 437,793
illness 3.12 2.93 2.72 2.52 2.21 2.14

(all ages) Households living in shared dwellings 13,260 6,683 1,275 1,328 1,163 271
% of households living in shared dwellings 9.38% 4.39% 0.81% 0.81% 0.63% 0.13%

2001 77,165 17.2% 134,038 155,560 159,225 200,446 214,664
1991 54,224 12.9% Household spaces (occupied + unoccupied) n/a n/a n/a 183,367 201,355 214,877

(*1)  1951-1971 figures are occupied dwellings only;  subsequent figures are total dwellings including vacant stock, 2nd homes etc.
        Figure for 1981 not available

Number of households
Population living in households
Average persons per household

Number of dwellings   (*1)
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Growth of Edinburgh's households and 
housing stock, 1951 - 2001
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Edinburgh Trends 8  :  Car Availability and Travel to Work

Cars available for use by household members

Numbers H'holds H'holds H'holds H'holds H'holds Total no. of Average Percent % of % of % of % of % of Percent Growth in Growth in Growth in
with no with 1 or with with with 3 cars avail- cars per h'holds h'holds h'holds h'holds h'holds no. of proportion total no.

car more 1 car 2 cars or more able for h'hold with with 1 or with with with 3 or h'holds of h'holds of cars
cars cars h'hold use no car more cars 1 car 2 cars more cars with cars with cars (h'hold use)

2001 80,891 123,792 89,067 29,771 4,954 164,980 0.81 2001 39.5% 60.5% 43.5% 14.5% 2.4% 2001 24.5% 12.9% 29.4%
1991 86,248 99,416 74,337 22,049 3,030 127,525 0.69 1991 46.5% 53.5% 40.0% 11.9% 1.6% 1991 30.0% 15.3% 35.7%
1981 88,196 76,496 60,971 13,586 1,939 93,960 0.57 1981 53.6% 46.4% 37.0% 8.2% 1.2% 1981 26.8% 21.6% n/a 
1971 97,582 60,318 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1971 61.8% 38.2% n/a n/a n/a 1971 n/a n/a n/a 

 Note :  For 1981 and 1991 the total number of cars is derived by assuming that households with more than 3 cars have just 3 cars.    The 2001 figure is based on more precise data on multiple cars.

Usual mode of travel to work
Numbers Car Car Car Motor Bus Train Walk Pedal Works Percent % % % % % % % %

(total) driver passenger cycle cycle mainly car car car motor bus train walk pedal
at home (total) driver passenger cycle cycle

2001 95,411 85,587 9,824 1,165 52,415 3,061 33,164 6,072 10,644 2001 49.2% 44.2% 5.1% 0.6% 27.0% 1.6% 17.1% 3.1%
1991 86,140 75,140 11,000 860 59,030 1,780 27,440 3,460 7,010 1991 45.4% 39.6% 5.8% 0.5% 31.1% 0.9% 14.5% 1.8%
1981 71,860 60,150 11,710 2,210 78,420 1,310 31,720 2,660 2,340 1981 36.9% 30.9% 6.0% 1.1% 40.3% 0.7% 16.3% 1.4%
1971 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1971 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 Note :  1981 and 1991 figures relate purely to travel to work, and %s are based on the resident population who are employed or self-employed.   The 2001 census asked about to travel to place of work OR study.     In order to be as consistent as possible, the 2001 figures presented
 here relate ONLY to the population (of any age) who were working but NOT in full-time education.
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Edinburgh Trends 9  :  Economic activity

Economic status

Numbers Econ. In employ Employee Employee Self- Out of Econ. Retired Student Perm't Numbers Econ. In employ Employee Employee Self- Out of Econ. Retired Student Perm't
active -ment full-time part-time employed work but inactive (inactive) sick active -ment full-time part-time employed work but inactive (inactive) sick
(total) (total) ec. active (total) (total) (total) ec. active (total)

Males Males
2001  (M) 120,354 106,438 84,597 5,759 16,082 6,486 45,561 17,061 12,740 9,371 2001  (M) 72.5% 64.2% 51.0% 3.5% 9.7% 3.9% 27.5% 10.3% 7.7% 5.6%
1991  (M) 116,658 104,049 84,792 4,339 13,353 12,609 43,814 26,367 8,827 7,226 1991  (M) 72.7% 64.8% 52.8% 2.7% 8.3% 7.9% 27.3% 16.4% 5.5% 4.5%
1981  (M) 121,624 108,582 95,463 2,767 10,352 13,042 36,186 22,144 9,247 3,746 1981  (M) 77.1% 68.8% 60.5% 1.8% 6.6% 8.3% 22.9% 14.0% 5.9% 2.4%
1971  (M) 124,330 115,015 n/a n/a n/a 9,315 32,285 17,815 13,680 2,225 1971  (M) 79.4% 73.4% n/a n/a n/a 5.9% 20.6% 11.4% 8.7% 1.4%
Females Females
2001  (F) 110,525 98,004 62,538 28,673 6,793 3,406 65,991 25,288 12,738 7,933 2001  (F) 62.6% 55.5% 35.4% 16.2% 3.8% 1.9% 37.4% 14.3% 7.2% 4.5%
1991  (F) 98,414 92,543 57,507 29,620 4,623 5,871 88,506 40,585 7,956 5,758 1991  (F) 52.7% 49.5% 30.8% 15.8% 2.5% 3.1% 47.3% 21.7% 4.3% 3.1%
1981  (F) 93,743 88,185 53,579 31,845 2,761 5,558 91,790 14,412 8,087 3,416 1981  (F) 50.5% 47.5% 28.9% 17.2% 1.5% 3.0% 49.5% 7.8% 4.4% 1.8%
1971  (F) 86,780 83,180 n/a n/a n/a 3,600 103,330 n/a 9,795 2,080 1971  (F) 45.6% 43.8% n/a n/a n/a 1.9% 54.4% n/a 5.2% 1.1%
 Notes : Figures for 1971 to 1991 relate to population aged 16 and older; figures for 2001 relate to ages 16-74 ONLY, which  Note : Percentages are the proportion of the population aged 16 and older for 1971 to 1991, and the proportion of the pop.
 particularly affects the number of retired.    For 1991 and 2001 employment includes those on Govt. schemes.  aged 16-74 for 2001.    The figures here only identify economically inactive students : others will be economically active.

Economic activity rates by gender and age group
Percent 16 17 18 19 20 21-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ All 16+ All 16-64

Males
2001  (M) 40.4% 59.7% 60.4% 60.1% 66.2% 66.2% 87.7% 89.2% 89.3% 89.0% 87.7% 83.0% 73.7% 48.8% 14.1% 6.9% n/a n/a 79.1%
1991  (M) 38.8% 61.6% 68.2% 70.2% 69.9% 81.8% 92.2% 94.2% 94.1% 94.1% 92.9% 89.6% 82.1% 59.0% 12.2% 6.4% 3.5% 72.7% 85.4%
1981  (M) 43.1% 63.3% 75.0% 76.9% 76.4% 83.9% 93.3% 96.3% 96.8% 97.5% 97.4% 96.4% 93.2% 78.9% 20.9% 12.7% 5.9% 77.1% 89.2%
1971  (M) 48.0% 60.2% 63.0% 64.7% 66.4% 77.7% 92.0% 95.8% 97.3% 97.9% 97.8% 97.2% 96.2% 89.3% 37.2% n/a n/a 79.4% 88.7%
Females
2001  (F) 44.0% 61.4% 60.9% 59.3% 63.7% 63.7% 81.3% 77.9% 77.2% 78.9% 79.6% 74.7% 60.2% 26.7% 7.6% 3.8% n/a n/a 70.0%
1991  (F) 37.0% 57.0% 63.2% 66.9% 65.9% 74.0% 76.1% 71.0% 74.3% 79.1% 78.5% 74.2% 60.8% 24.3% 6.2% 3.0% 1.1% 52.7% 68.2%
1981  (F) 36.0% 59.9% 70.4% 72.1% 70.8% 74.0% 67.3% 60.8% 69.3% 76.1% 76.4% 73.1% 63.2% 31.0% 10.8% 5.0% 2.3% 50.5% 65.3%
1971  (F) 48.2% 62.1% 58.0% 54.0% 54.0% 59.6% 47.5% 47.9% 57.3% 65.2% 67.8% 65.7% 60.1% 36.9% 18.1% n/a n/a 45.6% 56.3%
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Economic activity rates by gender and age, 1971 - 2001
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Economic status (% of pop. aged 16+), 1971 - 2001
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