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Article 7
Opinions and Expert Testimony

'701. Opinion Testimony by Lay Witnesses. If the witness
is not testifying as an expert, his testimony in the form of
opinions or inferences is limited tho those opin ions or infer-
ences which are (a) rationally based on the per ception of the
witness and (b) helpful to a clear understand ing of his testimo-
ny or the deter mination of a fact in issue.

SOURCE: Rule 701, FRE.

'702. Testimony by Experts. If scientific, technical, or
other specialized knowledge will assist the trier of fact to
understand the evidence or to de termine a fact in issue, a
witness qualified as an expert by knowledge, skill, experi ence,
training, or education, may testify thereto in the form of an
opinion or otherwise.

SOURCE: Rule 702, FRE.

COURT DECISIONS: AA medical doctor is qualified as an expert witness in a
given area of experience even if the doctor is not a special ist in that area, so
long as he does have an opinion based upon education, experi ence, obser va-
tion or association with that specialty.@ People v Villarta, Crim. Appeal No.

52A (App. Div. DC Guam, 1977).

'703. Basis of Opinion Testimony by Experts. The facts or
data in the particular case upon which an expert bases an
opinion or inference may be those perceived by or made known
to him at or before the hearing. If of a type reason ably relied
upon by ex perts in the particular field in forming opinions or
infer ences upon the subject, the facts or data need not be
admissible in evidence.

SOURCE: Rule 703, FRE.

'704. Opinion on Ultimate Issue. Testimony in the form
of an opinion or inference otherwise admis sible is not objec-
tion able because it embraces an ultimate issue to be decided by
the trier of fact.

SOURCE: Rule 704, FRE.
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'705. Disclosure of Facts or Data Underlying Expert
Opinion. The expert may testify in terms of opinion or infer-
ence and give his reasons therefor without prior disclosure of
the underlying facts or data, unless the court requires other-
wise. The expert may in any event be re quired to disclose the
under lying facts or data on cross-examination.

SOURCE: Rule 705, FRE.

'706. Court Appointed Experts. (a) Appointment. The
court may on its own motion or on the motion of any party
enter an order to show cause why expert wit nesses should not
be appointed, and may request the parties to submit nomina-
tions. The court may appoint any expert witnesses agreed upon
by the parties, and may appoint expert witnesses of its own
selection. An expert witness shall not be appointed by the court
unless he consents to act. A witness so appointed shall be
informed of his duties by the court in writing, a copy of which
shall be filed with the clerk, or at a con ference in which the
parties shall have opportunity to participate. A witness so
appointed shall advise the parties of his findings, if any; his
deposition may be taken by any party; and he may be called to
testify by the court or any party. He shall be subject to
cross-exami nation by each party, including a party calling him
as a witness.

(b) Compensation. Expert witnesses so appointed are
entitled to reasonable compensation in whatever sum the court
may allow. The compensation thus fixed is payable from funds
which may be provided by law in criminal cases and civil
actions and proceedings involving just compensation under the
fifth amendment. In other civil actions and proceedings the
compensation shall be paid by the parties in such pro portion
and at such time as the court directs, and thereafter charged in
like manner as other costs.

(c) Disclosure of appointment. In the exercise of its
discretion, the court may authorize disclosure to the jury of the
fact that the court appointed the expert witness.

(d) Parties' experts of own selection. Nothing in this
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Section limits the parties in calling expert witnesses of their
own selection.

SOURCE: Rule 706, FRE.
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