Jescriptions of some new Reptiles, collected by the U. S. Exploring Expedition,
= under the command of Capt. Charles Wilkes, U. S. N.

TaIRD ParT.— Including the species of Ophidians, exotic to North America.

BY CHARLES GIRARD, M. D.

In the ¢ Fauna Peruana’” we find described, a species of worm-snake, Scoleco-
vhides, which, having teeth upon its lower jaw instead of the upper, belongs to
the same gronp with Catodon and Stenostoma, and since it differs generically
from both the genera just mentioned, we propose the new genus

SABRINA,

with the following diagnosis: Head depressed, subovoid. Rostral plate extend-
ing under the snout. One nasal and one frontonasal: nostril between them.
A preocular or postnasal. A frontal. A postoculo-labial. A parietal and a
nost-parietal,
SABRINA TESSELLATA.— Typhlops tessellatum, TscH. Faun. Peruan. Herp. 1845-46.
Locality.—Coast of Peru.

To the family of Calamaride we add the following species thus characterised :

RaBpioy occipiTALE.—Head very much depressed; eye large. Dorsal scales
. disposed upon fifteen longitudinal series. Ground color yellowish; scales mar-
gined with brown ; beneath unicolor, Head and neck black with an occipital
yellow spot.

Localily~New Holland.

There is likewise a tree-snake, or Dendrophid, which is believed to be
undescribed, and which we record under the name of

DENDROPHIS PRASINUS.—Its dorsal scales are very much emarginated pos-
temorly, and disposed upon thirteen longitudinal series. The preanal scutella
is divided. Color uniformly green with a whitish line along the abdominal
ridge.

Localyty.—New Holland.

Amongst the true Colubrine we met with a new generic type somewhat related
to Rhinechis and Pituophis, being characterised as tollows:
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182 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF

CALLIRHINUS.

Head and body colubriform. Snoutsubconical, protruding beyond the lower
Jaws. Vertex plate elongated. Rostral convex. Two nasal plates with nostril
between them., Two loral plates. One anteorbital and two postorbitals. Third
and fourth upper labials entering into the orbit. Scales moderate, smooth.
Preanal scutella divided. Subcaudal scutellee disposed upon a double series.

CALLIRHINUS PATAGONIENSIS,—is the only species that has, so far, come to our
knowledge. The scales are disposed upon nineteen longitudinal series. The
ground color 1s olivaceous, maculated with black.

Liocality.—Coast of Patagonia.

Another genus of non-venomous serpents,

CANTORIA,

is framed upon the following characters: Body subcylindrical, deeper than
broad, and very much elongated. Tail moderate, thick upon its base and coni-
cal posteriorly. Head depressed, continuous with the body. Mouth moderate.
liye very small. An odd, narrow, prefrontal plate. Nasal plate unique (one
right and one left), situated upon the upper surface of the head. One loral.
Orbital plates constituting a complete circle around the eye. -Scales moderate,
smooth, shining, disposed upon nineteen longitudinal series. Preanal scutella
divided. Subcaudal scutell®e disposed upon a double series.

The typical species of this genus is Coronella violacea, CanTOR, Journ. Asiat.
Soc. xvii. 1847, provided our determination be correct. |

Locality.—A specimen of the above species was procured at Singapore.

Next in order is a species clogely allied to its congeners, and which we pro-
pose thus to characterise :

XENODON ANCORUS.—Two anteorbital and two postorbital plates. Dorsal
scales smooth, disposed upon seventeen longitudinal series. Brownish red
above, with transverse blotches along the back and an anchor-shaped spot upon
the head. Beneath unicolor.

Finally, we institute amongst venomous serpents, the genus

DOLIOPHIS,

which may be recognised by a sub-cylindrical and very much elongated body:
the tall being moderate. The head depressed, though continuous with the body.
Mouth moderate, provided anteriorly with two fangs on either side. Cephalic
‘plates normal. Two nasals, with nostrils between them. No loral plate. One
antcorbital. Third and fourth labials entering into the orbit. Two postorbitals.
Scales smooth, shining, disposed upon thirteen longitudinal series. Preanal
scutella entire. Subcaundal scutelle disposed upon a double series.

DoL10PHIS FLAVICEPS.—&laps flaviceps, CaNTOR. Journ. Asiat. Soc. xvii. 1847,
1s the only species so far known to us as belonging to this genus.

Locality.—Singapore.
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