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The Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE) undertakes a wide variety of
activities supporting the full realization of housing rights for everyone, everywhere.

COHRE actively campaigns against forced evictions wherever they occur or are
planned, and views forced evictions as a gross violation of a range of human rights, in
particular the right to adequate housing.

This publication contains a number of resources on the human right to adequate
housing; forced eviction and displacement; housing and property restitution;
women’s rights to adequate housing; implementing and enforcing the right to ade-
quate housing; and economic, social and cultural rights.

This bibliography seeks to provide an overview of the information available dealing
with housing rights and forced evictions, with a view to expanding access to these
important resources.  
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Introduction

COHRE first published a bibliography of housing rights in 1993, at a time when the right to adequate housing,
although enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 and reaffirmed in the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in 1966, began finally to be recognised on the international
scene as a fundamental human right.  Since that time attention to the promotion and protection of the right to
adequate housing has grown substantially.  This comprehensively updated bibliography reflects that growth and
includes hundreds of new and valuable sources of information.  The bibliography and the sources listed within are
an essential tool for persons working in the field of housing rights at the international, regional, or national level.

This second edition of Sources No. 2 includes information on the right to adequate housing generally and on spe-
cific areas such as forced evictions and displacement; housing and property restitution; women’s rights to ade-
quate housing; implementing and enforcing housing rights; and economic, social and cultural rights.  Most of the
above categories include sources from professional research; non-governmental organisation (NGO) and govern-
ment publications, fact-finding mission reports, and United Nations documents and resolutions.

Sources 2 seeks to provide an overview of the information available dealing with housing rights and forced evic-
tions, with a view to expanding access to this literature.  While numerous issues arise within the context of hous-
ing rights, the sources included are limited to documents that have attempted to relate their analysis to the
framework of housing as a human right and represent what we consider to offer the most important contributions
to the literature in their relevant areas.  Thus, documents on issues such as homelessness, human rights, low-
income housing, human settlements and displacement are only included in this publication if they deal either
explicitly or implicitly with housing as a human right.

In addition to materials dealing with housing rights and forced evictions, this document also outlines some key
publications analysing the nature and intent of economic, social and cultural rights.  An understanding of these
rights, and their interdependency and indivisibility with civil and political rights, will be requisite in grasping the
practical potential of housing rights, and how to most effectively utilize legal resources with an end to improving
housing and living conditions throughout the world.  

This publication does not purport to be exhaustive in its coverage, and suggestions for additional sources to be
included in subsequent editions are appreciated.  Although this compilation contains mostly English language
sources, COHRE is interested in receiving information on relevant sources in any language.  Outdated and unpub-
lished sources, as well as materials once issued by now defunct organisations, have not been included unless
they are readily available.

Finally, I would like to thank Bret Thiele, COHRE’s Legal Officer, for his assistance in compiling this list of
resources.  We would also like to thank the Ford Foundation and the Department for International Development
(DFID) for their generous support in the production of this document.

April 2001

Scott Leckie
Executive Director, COHRE
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THE HUMAN RIGHT TO ADEQUATE HOUSING

a - Professional Research

• Abu Harthieh, Mohammed, Housing Rights in Palestine, in National Perspectives on Housing Rights (Scott
Leckie, ed.), The Hague: Kluwer International Publishers (2001)

• Abu Shakrah, Samir, The Right to Adequate Housing as a Human Right: An Argument for the Housing Rights
Approach to the Global Housing Crisis, Jerusalem: Housing Rights Project (April 1994)

• Alston, Philip, The U.S. and the Right to Housing: A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, in European
Human Rights Law Review, vol. 1, pp. 120 – 133 (1996)

• Angel, Archer, Tanphiphat and Wegelin (eds.), Land for Housing the Poor, Singapore: Select Books (1983) 

• Appelbaum, Richard P., Swedish Housing in the Postwar Period: Some Lessons for American Housing Policy, in
Critical Perspectives on Housing (Rachel G. Bratt, Chester Hartman and Ann Meyerson, eds.), Philadelphia:
Temple University Press (1986)

• Arden, Andrew and Caroline Hunter, Housing Act 1988 (Great Britain): Current Law, Statutes, Annotated
Reprints, London: Sweet & Maxwell (1989)

• Atlas, John and Peter Dreier, The Tenants’ Movement and American Politics, in Critical Perspectives on Housing
(Rachel G. Bratt, Chester Hartman and Ann Meyerson, eds.), Philadelphia: Temple University Press (1986)

• Azuela, Antonio and Emilio Duhua, The Evolution of Housing Rights and Their Social Context, in Evictions and the
Right to Housing: Experiences from Canada, Chile, the Dominican Republic, South Africa, and South Korea,
(Azuela, Antonio, Emilio Duhua and Enrique Ortiz, eds.), Ottawa: IDRC Books/Les Editions du CRDI (December
1998)

• Beggs, Marjorie, OK in My Backyard: Issues and Rights in Housing the Mentally Ill, San Francisco: San Francisco
Study Center (January 1993)

• Bennett, Arnold, Shelter, Housing, and Homes: A Social Right, Montreal: Black Rose Books (June 1996)

• Best, Richard, Success, Failures, and Prospects for Public Housing Policy in the United Kingdom, in New
Directions in Urban Public Housing (David P. Varady, Wolfgang F.E. Preiser and Francis P. Russell, eds.), New
Brunswick: Center for Urban Policy Research (1998)

• Blomkvist, Hans, Housing and the State in the Third World: Misperceptions and Non-perceptions in the
International Debate, in Scandinavian Housing & Planning Research, vol 6., pp. 129-141 (1989)

— The Soft State: Housing Reform and State Capacity in Urban India, Uppsala: Uppsala University (1988)
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• Bodwes, Chris and Ndadise Kwinga, Housing Rights in Kenya, in National Perspectives on Housing Rights (Scott
Leckie, ed.), The Hague: Kluwer International Publishers (2001)

• Boucher, Laurie, Building Housing Rights from the Bottom Up: A Community Development Approach,
Discussion Paper Prepared for the “Working for Housing Rights Conference”, Ottawa (May 1990)

• Bratt, Rachel, A Withering Commitment: Housing Policy in America, in Shelterforce, vol. XIX, no. 4, pp. 8 – 9
(July/August 1997)

— and Langley C. Keyes, Challenges Confronting Nonprofit Housing Organizations’s Self-Sufficiency Programs, in
Housing Policy Debate, vol. 9, no. 4, pp. 795-824 (1998)

— Rebuilding a Low-Income Housing Policy, Philadelphia: Temple University Press (1989)

— Chester Hartman and Ann Meyerson (eds.), Critical Perspectives on Housing, Philadelphia: Temple University
Press (1986)

— Public Housing: The Controversy and Contribution, in Critical Perspectives on Housing (Rachel G. Bratt, Chester
Hartman and Ann Meyerson, eds.), Philadelphia: Temple University Press (1986)

• Brunello, Francesco, Housing Rights in Italy, in National Perspectives on Housing Rights (Scott Leckie, ed.), The
Hague: Kluwer International Publishers (2001)

• Bryson, David B., Housing for Families with Children and the New Welfare System, Chicago: National Center on
Poverty Law (1999)

— How the Clinton Administration and the 104th Congress Impaired Poor People’s Rights to Housing, Chicago:
National Center on Poverty Law (1997)

• Bryson, David B. and Daniel P. Lindsey, The Annual Public Housing Authority Plan: A New Opportunity to
Influence Local Public Housing and Section 8 Policy, Chicago: National Center on Poverty Law (1999)

• Burgers, J., Recht op huisvesting en de decommodificatie van de woningmarkt, in Het Grondrecht op Wonen: De
Grondwettelijke erkenning van het recht op huisvesting in Nederland en België (Bernard Hubeau and R. de
Lange, eds.), Antwerpen: Maklu Uitgevers (1995)

• Can Huyck, Alfred P., Shelter in Developing Countries (Confronting the Challenge of Realizing Human Rights
Now), in Howard Law Journal, vol. 34, p. 65 (1991)

• Clements, L.M. and P.B. Fairest, Housing Law: Text, Cases and Materials, London: Cavendish Publishing Ltd.
(1996)

• Cobb, Rodney L. and Scott Dvorak, Accessory Dwelling Units: Model State Act and Local Ordinance, Washington
D.C.: AARP Public Policy Institute, April 2000

• Conway, Jean, Prescription for Poor Health: The Crisis for Homeless Families, London: London Food Commission
(1988)
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• Cook, A Right to a Home?, in The National Law Journal, vol. 9(36) (1987)

• Cowan, David, Homelessness: The (In-) Appropriate Applicant, Dartmouth: Ashgate (1997)

• Cowley, John, The Limitations and Potential of Housing Organizing, in Critical Perspectives on Housing (Rachel
G. Bratt, Chester Hartman and Ann Meyerson, eds.), Philadelphia: Temple University Press (1986)

• Craven, Matthew, Drafting History of Article 11(1) of the CESCR, in National Perspectives on Housing Rights (Scott
Leckie, ed.), The Hague: Kluwer International Publishers (2001)

• Culbreath, Adam, Advocates’ Efforts to Battle Landlords’ Minimum-Income Requirements: An Overview,
Chicago: National Center for Poverty Law (2000)

• Culbreath, Adam and James E. Wilkinson, “No Section 8” Policies: Combating Landlords’ Resistance to Renting
to Section 8 Recipients, Chicago: National Center on Poverty Law (2000)

• Cutts, Shelley D., The Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988: An Incomplete Solution to the Problem of Housing
Discrimination Against Families, in Arizona State Law Journal, vol. 38, p. 861 (Spring 1998)

• Dambre, M., De (relatieve) doorwerking van het grondrecht op wonen in de rechtspraktijk, inzonderheid in de
jurisprudentie in België, in Het Grondrecht op Wonen: De Grondwettelijke erkenning van het recht op huisvesting
in Nederland en België (Bernard Hubeau and R. de Lange, eds.), Antwerpen: Maklu Uitgevers (1995)

• de Decker, P., Tussen word en daad: over de doorwerking van het recht op wonen in Vlaanderen, in Het
Grondrecht op Wonen: De Grondwettelijke erkenning van het recht op huisvesting in Nederland en België
(Bernard Hubeau and R. de Lange, eds.), Antwerpen: Maklu Uitgevers (1995)

• Devereux, Annemarie, Housing Rights in Australia, in National Perspectives on Housing Rights (Scott Leckie,
ed.), The Hague: Kluwer International Publishers (2001)

—  Australia and the Right to Adequate Housing, in Federal Law Review, vol. 20, p. 223 (1991)

• Dreier, Peter, Labor’s Love Lost? Rebuilding Unions’ Involvement in Federal Housing Policy, in Housing Policy
Debate, vol. 11, no. 2, pp. 299 – 326 (2000)

—  Community Empowerment Strategies: Community-Based Problem-Solving in Urban Neighborhoods,
Washington, D.C. : National Housing Institute (1993)

• Dubofsky, Jean Eberhart, Fair Housing: A Legislative History and a Perspective, in Washburn Law Journal, vol. 8,
p. 149 (1969)

• Edgar, Bill, et al., Services for Homeless People: Innovation and Change in the European Union, U.K.: The Policy
Press (1999)

• Ellickson, Robert C., Unconditional Right to Shelter, in Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy, vol. 15, no. 1, p. 17
(1992)
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• Engel, Kathleen C., Moving Up the Residential Hierarchy: A New Remedy for an Old Injury Arising from Housing
Discrimination, in Washington University Law Quarterly, vol. 77, p. 1153 (1999)

• Epp, Gayle, Emerging Strategies for Revitalizing Public Housing Communities, in New Directions in Urban Public
Housing (David P. Varady, Wolfgang F.E. Preiser and Francis P. Russell, eds.), New Brunswick: Center for Urban
Policy Research (1998)

• Flinterman, Cees, Do Housing Rights Constitute Customary Law?, in National Perspectives on Housing Rights
(Scott Leckie, ed.), The Hague: Kluwer International Publishers (2001)

• Foscarinis, Maria, Downward Spiral: Homelessness and Its Criminalization, in Yale Law and Policy Review, Vol.
14, p. 1 (1996)

— Shelter and Housing: Programs Under the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act, Chicago: National
Center on Poverty Law (1995)

• Frank, Karen A., Changing Values in U.S. Public Housing Policy and Design, in New Directions in Urban Public
Housing (David P. Varady, Wolfgang F.E. Preiser and Francis P. Russell, eds.), New Brunswick: Center for Urban
Policy Research (1998)

• Fuchs, Fred, Introduction to HUD Conventional Public Housing, Section 8 Existing Housing, Voucher, and
Subsidized Housing Programs Part I: Conventional Public Housing, Chicago: National Center on Poverty Law
(1991)

— Introduction to HUD Conventional Public Housing, Section 8 Existing Housing, Voucher, and Subsidized
Housing Programs Part II: Section 8 Existing Housing, Voucher, and Subsidized Housing, Chicago: National
Center on Poverty Law (1991)

• Gilderbloom, John I. and Appelbaum, Richard P., Rethinking Rental Housing, Philadelphia: Temple University
Press (1988)

• Goossens, L., De doorwerking van het recht op wonen in het huisvestingsbeleid in België, in Het Grondrecht op
Wonen: De Grondwettelijke erkenning van het recht op huisvesting in Nederland en België (Bernard Hubeau and
R. de Lange, eds.), Antwerpen: Maklu Uitgevers (1995)

• Green, Shelby D., The Public Housing Tenancy: Variations on the Common Law that Give Security of Tenure and
Control, in Catholic University Law Review, vol. 43, p. 681 (Spring 1994)

• Greer, Nora Richter, The Right to Shelter,  in The Search for Shelter, The American Institute of Architects, pp. 37-
42, Washington, D.C. (1986)

• Hamberg, Jill, The Dynamics of Cuban Housing Policy, in Critical Perspectives on Housing (Rachel G. Bratt,
Chester Hartman and Ann Meyerson, eds.), Philadelphia: Temple University Press (1986)

• Hardoy, Cairncross and Satterthwaite, The Poor Die Young: Housing and Health in Third World Cities, London:
Earthscan Publications Ltd. (1990)
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• Hardoy, Jorge and Satterthwaite, David, Shelter Need and Response: Housing, Land and Settlement Policies in
Seventeen Third World Nations, Chichester, U.K.: John Wiley & Sons (1991)

— Squatter Citizen: Life in the Urban Third World, London: Earthscan Publications Ltd. (1989)

• Hartman, Chester, Housing Rights in the United States, in National Perspectives on Housing Rights (Scott
Leckie, ed.), The Hague: Kluwer International Publishers (2001)

— The Case for a Right to Housing, in Housing Policy Debate, vol. 9, no. 2 (1999) 

— Inside Clinton’s HUD, Washington, D.C.: NHI (1995)

— Housing Policies Under the Reagan Administration, in Critical Perspectives on Housing (Rachel G. Bratt, Chester
Hartman and Ann Meyerson, eds.), Philadelphia: Temple University Press (1986)

• Hartnet, James J., Affordable Housing, Exclusionary Zoning, and American Apartheid: Using Title VIII to Foster
Statewide Racial Integration, in New York University Law Review, vol. 68, p. 89 April 1993)

• Hasan, Arif, Understanding Karachi: Planning and Reform for the Future, Bangkok: Asian Coalition for Housing
Rights (2001)

— Housing Crisis in Central Asia, Karachi: City Press (1997)

— Urban Housing Policies and Approaches in a Changing Asian Context, Karachi: City Press (1997)

• Hayden, Dolores, What Would a Non-Sexist City Be Like? Speculations on Housing, Urban Design, and Human
Work, in Critical Perspectives on Housing (Rachel G. Bratt, Chester Hartman and Ann Meyerson, eds.),
Philadelphia: Temple University Press (1986)

• Henderson, Erma, The Case for Decent Housing, An Inherent Right, in Detroit College of Law Review, vol. 4, pp.
1297 – 1301 (1983)

• Hei Wah, Ho, Caged, in The New Internationalist, no. 276 (February 1996)

• Herman, Marc-Oliver, Fighting Homelessness: Can International Human Rights Law Make A Difference?, in
Georgetown Journal of Fighting Poverty, vol. 2, p. 59 (Fall 1994)

• Heumann, Leonard F., Assisted Living in Public Housing: A Case Study of Mixing Frail Elderly and Younger
Persons with Chronic Mental Illness and Substance Abuse Histories, in New Directions in Urban Public Housing
(David P. Varady, Wolfgang F.E. Preiser and Francis P. Russell, eds.), New Brunswick: Center for Urban Policy
Research (1998)

• Hirsch, Arnold R., Searching for a “Sound Negro Policy”: A Racial Agenda for the Housing Acts of 1949 and 1954,
in Housing Policy Debate, vol. 11, no. 2, pp. 299 – 326 (2000)

• von Hoffman, Alexander, A Study in Contradictions: The Origins and Legacy of the Housing Act of 1949, in
Housing Policy Debate, vol. 11, no. 2, pp. 299 – 326 (2000)
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— High Ambitions: The Past and Future of American Low-Income Housing, in New Directions in Urban Public
Housing (David P. Varady, Wolfgang F.E. Preiser and Francis P. Russell, eds.), New Brunswick: Center for Urban
Policy Research (1998)

• Hombs, Mary Ellen, A Continuum of Violence: Rethinking Advocacy Priorities in Homelessness, Chicago:
National Center on Poverty Law (1994) 

— Hombs, Mary Ellen, et al., Advocacy to End Homelessness: New Initiatives for Social Equity, Chicago: National
Center on Poverty Law (1994)

• Hubeau, Bernard and R. de Lange (eds.), Het Grondrecht op Wonen: De Grondwettelijke erkenning van het recht
op huisvesting in Nederland en België, Antwerpen: Maklu Uitgevers (1995)

• Hubeau, Bernard, Het recht op wonen als sociaal grondrecht: international bronnen en inbedding in de
Belgische rechtsorde, in Het Grondrecht op Wonen: De Grondwettelijke erkenning van het recht op huisvesting in
Nederland en België (Bernard Hubeau and R. de Lange, eds.), Antwerpen: Maklu Uitgevers (1995)

• Hudson, Mike, Stealing Home: How the Government and Big Banks Help Second-Mortgage Companies Prey on
the Poor, Chicago: National Center on Poverty Law (1993)

• Hulchanski, David, Housing Issues Facing Immigrants and Refugees in Greater Toronto: Initial Findings from the
Jamaican, Polish and Somali Communities, in Housing Question of the Others (E. Komut, ed.) (1996)

— Housing as a Factor in Admissions of Children to Temporary Care, in Child Welfare: Journal of Policy, Practice,
and Program, vol. 74, no. 3 (1995)

— The Concept of Housing Affordability: Six Contemporary Uses of the Housing Expenditure-to-Income Ratio, in
Housing Studies, vol. 10, no. 4 (1995)

— Discrimination in Ontario’s Rental Housing Market: The Role of Minimum Income Criteria, Toronto: Ontario
Human Rights Commission (1994)

— Non-Profit Housing in Canada and the United States: A Comparison, in Housing Policy Debate, vol. 4, no. 1
(1993)

— The Nature of Land and Housing: Basic Philosophical Issues, discussion paper prepared for the Ontario Fair Tax
Commission (Tax Treatment of Real Estate Gains Working Group), Toronto (1991)

— Property Rights, NO Housing Rights, YES, in Canadian Housing, December (1991)

— Do All Canadians Have A Right to Housing?, UBC Planning Paper No. 14, Vancouver: University of British
Colombia (1988)

• Iyer, Justice V.R. Krishna, Law and the Urban Poor in India, Delhi: B.R. Publishing Corp (1988)

• Jacobs, Sidney, The Right to a Decent House, London: Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd (1976)
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• Jung, Barbara, Consolidated Plan Advocacy for Affordable Housing and Community Development, Chicago:
National Center on Poverty Law (1995)

• Kanter, Arlene S., A Home of One’s Own: The Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988 and Housing Discrimination
Against People with Mental Disabilities, in American University Law Review, vol. 43, p. 925 (Spring 1994)

• Kaye, Ronald and Tray Smith, Creating Municipal Loan Programs to Save Inner-City Owner-Occupied Housing,
Chicago: National Center on Poverty Law (1994)

• Kenn, Deborah, One Nation’s Dream, Another’s Reality: Housing Justice in Sweden, in Brooklyn Journal of
International Law, vol. 22, p. 63 (1996)

— Paradise Unfound: The American Dream of Housing Justice for All, in The Boston Public Interest Law Journal, vol.
5, p. 69 (Spring 1995)

• Klein, Gaiy, Preventing Foreclosures: Spotting Loan Scams Involving Low-Income Homeowners, Chicago:
National Center on Poverty Law (1993)

• Kolodny, Robert, The Emergence of Self-Help as a Housing Strategy for the Urban Poor, in Critical Perspectives
on Housing (Rachel G. Bratt, Chester Hartman and Ann Meyerson, eds.), Philadelphia: Temple University Press
(1986)

• Kozol, Jonathan, Rachel and Her Children: Homeless Families in America, New York: Crown Publishers (1988)

• Kravitz, Linda and Art Collings, Rural Housing Policy in America: Problems and Solutions, in Critical Perspectives
on Housing (Rachel G. Bratt, Chester Hartman and Ann Meyerson, eds.), Philadelphia: Temple University Press
(1986)

• Lambrix, Laurie and Louis Prieto, How to Use the Fair Housing Laws to Achieve Your Community Development
Goals, Chicago: National Center on Poverty Law (1998)

• Landaeta, Graciela, Strategies for Low-Income Housing: A Comparative Study on Nicaragua, Mexico,
Guatemala, Cuba, Panama, Costa Rica and El Salvador, Lund University, Sweden: Dept. of Architecture and
Development Studies (1994)

• Leckie, Scott (ed.), National Perspectives on Housing Rights, The Hague: Kluwer International Publishers (2001)

— Where It Matters Most: Enforcing International Housing Rights Nationally, in National Perspectives on Housing
Rights, The Hague: Kluwer International Publishers (2001)

— The Human Right to Adequate Housing, in Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: A Textbook (2nd ed.), Turku,
Finland: Abo Akademi Institute for Human Rights (2000)

— and David Hulchanski, The Human Right to Adequate Housing: Chronology of United Nations Activity, Geneva:
COHRE (2000)
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The Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE) undertakes a wide variety of
activities supporting the full realization of housing rights for everyone, everywhere.

COHRE actively campaigns against forced evictions wherever they occur or are
planned, and views forced evictions as a gross violation of a range of human rights, in
particular the right to adequate housing.

This publication contains a number of resources on the human right to adequate
housing; forced eviction and displacement; housing and property restitution;
women’s rights to adequate housing; implementing and enforcing the right to ade-
quate housing; and economic, social and cultural rights.

This bibliography seeks to provide an overview of the information available dealing
with housing rights and forced evictions, with a view to expanding access to these
important resources.  


