
 
          DATE: 26-Nov-02 

PROVINCE Helmand. Geo-Code 23 
DISTRICT Dishu Geo-Code  2311 
Population in 1990: Settled :14,600, refugees in Pakistan: 4968, refugees in Iran: 6300  

CURRENT ESTIMATED POPULATION  

Total (Ind.) 20,600  

ETHNIC COMPOSITION 
Pashtun 80 % Hazara % Tajik % Uzbek % 

Turkmen % Balouch 20% Other (,)  % 
CURRENT ESTIMATED IDP POPULATION  

Total ()   

CURRENT ESTIMATED RETURNEE POPULATION  
(ACCORDING TO UNHCR RECORDS FROM 19th MARCH TO 25th NOVEMBER) 

Returned IDPs 
(Ind./Fam.) 2002 

Updated 
on 

Returned Refugees 
(Ind./Fam.)  Update on Children 

Under 121 Female Household2 

  27 Ind. 5 Fam. 31 May 2003 15 1 
AUTHORITY 

Head of the District:  Amanullah (from Dishu district). 
Functioning Authorities:  

GENERAL SITUATION 
The district is located 234 Km (5 hours) to the South of Lashkar Gah district. To the East of the district is 
Khanishin, to the West is Charburjak district, to the North is Ghoghory district and to the South is the Desert. 
The district has 50 villages (18 large 32 small). No main bazaar exists in the district.  Generally, it is a sandy, 
windy and desert area. The River of Helmand flows through the district (East to West).  
The weather is hot in summer and pleasant in winter. 
The head of district was a former member of Jamiat-e-Islami party, and was appointed as the head of the district 
after the fall of the Taliban Regime.  The security is stable in the district. 
According to head of police, Kuni Rabat, Gudri, Mushkanai, Kodik, Kohai Malik and Baramcha villages are not under 
control of the authorities of the district. 
 

SECTORAL INFORMATION 
Settlement State: Houses made of mud, wooden roofs 

surrounded by mud walls.   As the 
population has nomadic tradition 
many of the houses are without the 
compound walls. 

Housing Situation of Returning Population:  They are living with their relatives 
and in their destroyed houses. 

SHELTER: 

Comments:  24% of houses have been destroyed due to Russian war and absence of 
their owners. The destroyed houses are in Badal Khan, Mohammad Zahir, Khuaja Ali, 
Sardar Taj Mohammad Khan villages…. 
Material is available for reconstruction in the district. 
Major Water Sources: 
 

Shallow wells and Helmand River.  

Status of Shallow Wells: According to shura there are 350 shallow wells in the 
district but only 290 are functional. The shallow wells 
are 9-14m deep. 

Access to Clean Drinking 
Water: 

Shallow wells are the source of drinking water in the 
district. Women and children collect water in jerry 
cans/plastic jars on donkeys from the distance of one 
Km. They wait 20 minutes to get water.  Average 
waiting time is 20 minutes; water is fetched twice 
daily. 

WATER: 

Sanitation and Drainage: There is no drainage system in the district; people 
are using traditional poor flush latrines (water seal 
type).  Wastewater flows into the streets making 
them dirty. 

UNHCR Sub-Office Kandahar 
DISTRICT PROFILE 



SECTORAL INFORMATION 
 Comments: The 4 years of drought has reduced the availability of safe drinking water 

in the district. The existing water is not enough for the population of the district. 
Digging of more shallow wells for safe potable water is needed. 
  Scarcity of safe drinking water has badly effected the general health situation, as 
diseases of Dysentery, Diarrhoea, Amoeba, TB and Typhoid are common in the district. 
 

Irrigated: Nil Farming 
System: Rain Fed: Nil. 

Comments: There is no rain or other water 
sources to irrigate the lands in the district. 

Type: Harvest: Problems: Main 
crops: Nil Nil Shortage of irrigation 

water, fertilizer, and 
seeds 

Current Land Condition:  Prior to the drought 92,000 jibs of land was 
cultivated but now none of that is cultivated due to 
drought. 

Existing Irrigation schemes: Nil 

Livestock Situation: Sheep, Goats, Camels, Donkeys and cows are the 
livestock of the district.  Prior to the drought nearly 
each family had 50-80 domestic animals but now 20% 
of these animals are alive (The inhabitants of the 
district used the animals for food or had sold them). 
According to veterinary doctor the animals are dying 
because of cough, barbs, liver diseases and intestinal 
worms. 
Fruit trees: 
  - Market sale ❏❏❏❏  
  - Home use ❏❏❏❏  

Nil Horticulture Availability: 

Vegetables: 
- Market sale ❏❏❏❏  
- Home use ❏❏❏❏  

Nil 

AGRICULTURE: 

Comments:  The district doesn’t have any kind of Agriculture/ Horticulture/ Irrigation 
schemes due to drought. There is no any veterinary clinic in the district.  

INFRASTRUCTURE: The main roads outside and inside the district are in bad condition.  As there are no 
paved roads, so muddy tracks are badly damaged by the frequent sandy winds. 
   According to the shura, a bridge is badly needed (on the river) to link the two parts of 
district bazaar. 
Main 
Sources of 
Income: 

Husbandry and daily wages selling of home products, labouring.   EMPLOYMENT: 

Comments:   According to the community unemployment is the biggest problem in 
area; therefore 80 % of the population go to Pakistan, Iran, Lashkargah or Kandahar for 
employment.  10 % are engaged in illegal trade (opium and live stock) with Iran and 
Pakistan and few are busy with husbandry. 
Health Services Available:   Number currently functioning 
Hospital (H): Nil 

No. With female doctors Basic Health Centre (BHC): Nil 
 

Mother Child Health Centre (MCH): Nil 
Emergency Obstetrics Care Centre (EOC):  Nil 

Where? Expanded Programme of Immunisation 
(EPI): 

NIl 
 
Where? Disability Rehabilitation Facilities: Nil 
 
Where? 

HEALTH: 

Pharmacies with Medicine: 1 
In bazaar. 



SECTORAL INFORMATION 
 Comments:     

Apart from the only pharmacy in Sufan village, no health facilities are available in the 
district.  Very serious cases (if means available) are preferred to Lashkargah or to 
Pakistan. TB, Dysentery and Malnutrition are the common diseases in the districts.  
(According to the doctors). 
 
Education Centres:  
 

Teachers: 
 

Students/Pupils: Types 
 

Currently 
functioning 

 M F M F 
No. of Secondary 
Schools: 

0 0 0 0 0 

No. of Primary 
Schools: 

0 0 0 0 0 

No. of Informal 
Schools: 

 

Madrasa: 0 

 
EDUCATION: 

No education facilities available in the district.  Education facilities are badly needed in 
the district (especially primary schools).  

Existence of mines & UXOs: Arok, Surya Reg, Khadaroki and Siaodik 
areas are mined. The areas are in Southwest 
of the district. 

Identified areas to clear:  Nil 

MINE/UXOs: 

Comments: According to the shura these mines are from the time of the Russian war. 
PROTECTION  

Population Movement:  
 

There are no IDPs in the district.  
42 returnee families were forced to return from Iran: Of those, 16 families live in 
Amanullah Khan, 7 families live in Mohammad Aslam Khan, 8 families live in 
Rahmatullh, 6 families live in Sufan and 5 families live in Badal Khan villages. 
According to the shura 35% population in the district have migrated to Pakistan, 
Helmand, Kandahar, while 65% are planning to leave if drought continues. 

Women: 
 

Women cannot take part in the community decision-making process while they are 
traditionally confined to their homes.  Average age of marriage for a girl in the 
district is 18-25 years.  There are no restrictions on them, to work or not. 

Children: 
 

As no education facilities are available, 40% of children are engaged in daily work 
(e.g. selling of home products) The remainder 60 % stay at home and help their 
respective families in daily chores (e.g grazing animals, fetching water etc). 

Discrimination: 
 

No cases were reported. 

Recovery of Property: 
 

First the shura attempt to solve disputes over property and if they fail then the 
cases are referred to the courts. 

Availability of Land: 
 

    There is no land available for landless returnees. 

House Occupation: 
 

  No cases of house occupation were reported. 

Security Situation: 
 

Security in the district is stable. 

Others: 
 

Nil 

NGOs Working in the District 
 No NGO is working in the area. 

 
Other Comments: 
 
Travelling in daytime is safe in the district. There is no hotel or guesthouse in the district and no accommodation 
for humanitarian actors. 

 
 



                                                                                                                                                      
 
 


