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Certificate of Interested Persons and Corporate Disclosure Statement

Corporate Disclosure Statement:

ISKCON of Atlanta, Inc. is a nonprofit corporation. It has no parent
corporation, has not issued stock, and no publicly-held corporation owns 10%
or more of its stock.

Certificate of Interested Persons:

Trial Judge, attorneys, and other persons, associations of persons, firms,

partnerships, and corporations interested in outcome of case and appeal:

Alliance Defense Fund, counsel to proposed intervenors

American Civil Liberties Union Foundation of Georgia, counsel to plaintiffs-
respondents

American Civil Liberties Union Foundation, counsel to plaintiffs-respondents

Arnold & Porter LLP, counsel to amicus curiae

Bernstein, Adam R., counsel to amicus curiae

Biologists and Georgia Scientists, amicus curiae

Brackett, David G. H., counsel to plaintiffs-respondents

Bramlett, Jeffrey O., counsel to plaintiffs-respondents

Brock, Clay & Calhoun, P.C., counsel to plaintiffs-respondents

Callaway, Carole, counsel to appellants-defendants

Chapman, Kathleen, plaintiff-respondent
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I. Statement of Interest of Amicus Curiae ISKCON of Atlanta.

Amicus Curiae the International Society for Krishna Consciousness of
Atlanta, Inc. (“ISKCON of Atlanta”), is the Atlanta, Georgia branch of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness (“ISKCON”), an international
religious movement popularly known in the United States as the Hare Krishna
movement. See International Society for Krishna Consciousness, Inc. v.
Barber, 650 F.2d 430, 433 (2™ Cir. 1981) (Krishna Consciousness falls under
the broad theological umbrella of the Vaishnava Tradition of Bhakti
Hinduism). ISKCON of Atlanta operates a Hare Krishna temple located at
1287 S. Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia 30306, where it
conducts regular classes in ancient Sanskrit scriptures known as Bhagavad Gita
and Srimad Bhagavatam and observes regular religious worship of Lord
Krishna, and from which it conducts missionary activities throughout the
greater Atlanta area. There has been a Hare Krishna temple in Atlanta for over
30 years. On an average Sunday more than 150 members of the congregation
attend services, about 70% of whom are Hindu immigrants of Indian heritage.
On certain festival days over 2,000 members may visit the temple.

ISKCON of Atlanta has an interest in the outcome of this appeal because
members of the ISKCON of Atlanta congregation reside in Cobb County and
have children who attend Cobb County public schools.

ISKCON of Atlanta also has an interest in the outcome of this appeal
because it has a general interest in matters concerning religion and religious

freedom in Cobb County, in the portions of Georgia under the jurisdiction of



the District Court for the Northern District of Georgia, and in the states under

the jurisdiction of the 11" Circuit.

II.  Positions of the Parties with Respect to ISKCON of Atlanta’s Brief
Amicus Curiae.

Counsel for plaintiffs-respondents has advised counsel for amicus that
plaintiffs-respondents consent to the filing by ISKCON of Atlanta of an amicus
curiae brief. Counsel for defendants-appellants has advised counsel for amicus
that defendants-appellants neither consent to nor oppose the filing of this brief
(consistent with their policy neither to consent to nor oppose any amicus filing

in this case). Accordingly, this motion is unopposed.

II. ISKCON of Atlanta’s Amicus Curiae Brief is Desirable and the
Matters Asserted are Relevant to the Disposition of the Case.

As a non-Christian religious denomination in the Atlanta area, and as a
minority religious denomination, ISKCON of Atlanta offers the Court a brief
amicus curiae that will aid the Court in reaching a just and better-informed
disposition of this appeal, by providing the Court with ISKCON of Atlanta’s
unique perspectives both on the spgciﬁc Cobb County School Board textbook
Sticker dispute at issue in this appeal, and on the broader evolution education
controversy in general.

ISKCON of Atlanta’s brief will also aid the Court by bringing to the
attention of the Court the decision of the Supreme Court of the Union of India

(the nation of origin of ISKCON) in the case Aruna Roy, et al., v. Union of



India, in which the Indian Supreme Court concluded that the teaching of
certain government-proposed curricula seen by some as promoting religion was
consistent with a provision of the Indian constitution that was alleged to bar
that teaching on grounds that the curricula would unconstitutionally introduce
religious instruction into the state-funded Indian public schools. That Indian
constitutional provision bears a similarity to the First Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States.

Here, plaintiffs-respondents allege, and the trial court agreed, that the
Sticker tends to promote religion and thus infringes the First Amendment.
While ISKCON of Atlanta respectfully disagrees with the conclusion of the
trial court, and urges this Court to find that the Sticker has no religious content,
to the extent that this Court may disagree with ISKCON of Atlanta and find
that the Sticker presents some religious content, it will be informative to this
Court to consider the reasoning of the Indian Supreme Court that the public-
school curricula challenged there as being unconstitutional was in fact
permissible under the provision of the Indian Constitution that is analogous to

the First Amendment.

CONCLUSION
For the foregoing reasons, this Court should grant the motion to file the

brief amicus curiae of ISKCON of Atlanta.
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