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BY LARRY WOOD

Vasilisa Hamilton has always been proud to be a daddy’s 
girl. Now she is sharing with the world what she learned 
from her father.

Hamilton, an editor in University Publications, 
recently published her first book, Papa Didn’t Preach: 
Words of Wisdom for Daddy’s Girls, and sat down to talk 

to TIMES about some of the valu-
able life lessons her father, the 
late Merritt Hamilton, taught her.

Q. How would you define a 
daddy’s girl?
A. In my case, my dad was my 
best friend. We exchanged jokes 
and newspaper clippings. We 
went to movies together. He was 
really cool, and I felt like I could 
talk to him about anything.

Q. What inspired you to write the book?
A. It started as an essay. I had nominated my dad for the 
S.C. Father of the Year Award. The essay appeared in 
The State newspaper in 2000. I shared it with a couple of 
friends who encouraged me to expand on it. I thought it 
would be a good way to deal with my grief after he died. 
For me, writing is very therapeutic. It’s a way to pay 
tribute to my father. In this age of designer-priced gaso-
line, abused and neglected children, under-employment, 
unemployment, lack of health care, and the ongoing war, 
it’s a nice, positive, affirming story. I wish more children 
had someone like my father in their lives.

Q. How would you describe the book?
A. The book opens with the essay. There are 56 lessons 
I write about that I learned from my father. Some are 
humorous and lighthearted and others more serious and 
poignant. He was a farmer, and I grew up on a farm. I 
wanted to write about some of the ideas he cultivated in 
me. The lessons are about life and living and work and 
play and how to enjoy life and realize what is really im-
portant in life. The first lesson is “Be a Man or Woman of 
Your Word.” That’s one thing dad would always tell my 
sister and me. That’s something that I always try to do.

Q. What are some of the other lessons?
A. One of my favorite ones is “Don’t Get Salty with 
People when You’re in the Wrong.” My dad would always 
say people need someone to tell them right from wrong 
or be honest with them—as frank as a hot dog. We would 
always say, “We may not agree, but you can count on me.”

Q. What is the greatest lesson your father taught you?
A. There are several things I learned from him—some of 
them are so clear I can still hear him talking to me. One 
thing that everyone knew him for was his sense of humor. 
He was a big jokester. He always had a funny story or 
joke to tell. He would always say something to make 
people laugh. No matter what, he always found time to 
laugh. He was just a regular person, but to me he was 

First book is labor of love for this daddy’s girl

■ What: Book signing for Papa Didn’t Preach: Words 
of Wisdom for Daddy’s Girls, by Vasilisa Hamilton
■ When: 5–7 p.m. June 18
■ Where: The Happy Bookseller, 4525 Forest Drive, 
Columbia
■ For information: Go to www.PapaDidntPreach.com.

If you go

Sociology’s Mathieu Deflem is 
authority on world terrorism 
BY MARSHALL SWANSON

Mathieu Deflem’s historical research on international police forces 
was once thought by his colleagues to be “interesting, but kind of 
quaint.”

But since the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, Deflem has 
been spotlighted as an oft-quoted authority on the role of multina-
tional police organizations in countering terrorism. His work was 
featured in a May 8, 2003, CNN debate about the United Nations’ 
response to terrorism, and he has been called on as a source for 
numerous news stories about terrorist threats at home and abroad. 

“It’s like my work went from merely interesting to highly 
relevant in just one day,” said Deflem, a native of Belgium who 
joined the USC Department of Sociology in 2002 after receiving 
his Ph.D. at the University of Colorado and teaching at Kenyon 
College and Purdue University.

Police forces around the world also are being transformed 
by the global war against the international flow of illegal drugs, 

illegal immigration, cyber crime, and 
international terrorism. But the notion of 
worldwide cooperation in police work 
is not new, Deflem said. His recent book 
Policing World Society (Oxford University 
Press, 2002; paperback 2004) documents 
the rise of international police cooperation 
since the middle of the 19th century.

Deflem’s National Science Founda-
tion–funded research in the globalization 
of socio-legal phenomena and the history 
of international policing was followed 

by research applying insights from his historical work to police 
strategies in counter-terrorism. 

The work has been partially funded by a faculty grant from the 
Walker Institute of International Studies at USC. Deflem also ed-
ited a new book, Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism: Criminologi-
cal Perspectives (Elsevier Science, 2004), in which he collected 
criminologists’ contributions in the study of counter-terrorism.

The first European international police organization was the 
Police Union of German States, which operated between Austria 
and other sovereign German-language countries from 1851 to 
1866 to combat the political threat of socialist and communist 
groups fomenting rebellion, Deflem said. 

The second true international organization of police agencies 
forging cooperation among European countries was formed in the 
1990s when the European Union created the European Police Of-
fice, or Europol, headquartered at The Hague in Holland. It has an 
agreement with Interpol to fight terrorism as well as accords with 
other police agencies. 

The attacks of 9/11 were not the first events that propelled co-
operative international police work, particularly in Europe, where 
terrorist incidents in the early 1970s spawned the TREVI Treaty
of 1975 among European Community states for cooperation and 
coordination among their police forces. The cooperation acceler-
ated in the 1980s with concerns about terrorism hitting the United 
States and increased in the late 1990s when the threat of terrorism 
from loosely connected networks surrounding Osama bin Laden 
were clearly identified, Deflem said. 

Can a global police force defeat terrorism? Probably not by 
itself, said Deflem, who argues that an effective response to terror-
ism will require more than just international cooperation by police 
agencies, and more than unilateral or even multilateral military 
intervention.

“Terrorism is a multidimensional problem that is not solely the 
act of a particular person or group committing particular crimes; it 
also has certain political and cultural dimensions that are part of a 
culture of terrorism that has been embraced or tolerated by some 
countries,” Deflem said.

pretty extraordinary. Papa didn’t preach, but the lessons 
he taught me have made a difference in my life.

Q. Did you have an audience in mind for the book?
A. The subtitle is Words of Wisdom for Daddy’s Girls, but 
it’s actually for men and women. I’ve talked to friends 
who are fathers who’ve said they’d love to give copies 
to their daughters. But I think anyone can find it interest-
ing and humorous because the messages transcend. It’s 
not based on race, sex, income, gender, or any of those 
things. The messages are universal.

Q. What do you hope readers will learn from the book?
A. The book is a testament to love—love of God, family, 
laughter, freedom. To me, it’s almost like a love letter that 
I’ve written to my whole family. I hope people will take 
away from the book that every day is an opportunity to 
do something good and positive and right and make an 
impact in their lives and in the lives of others.

Q. Any advice for other daddy’s girls?
A. Treasure all the moments. Gain all the wisdom you can.

■ McMASTER EXHIBIT FEATURES WORKS BY VISITING 
INSTRUCTOR: McMaster Gallery in the Department of Art 
will feature an exhibition of works by Jennifer D. Martin, a 
visiting instructor from Georgia State University in Atlanta, 
through June 20. The exhibit will include large-scale, 
atmospheric ceramic forms and installations. The gallery 
is on the fi rst level of McMaster College at the corner of 
Pickens and Senate streets. Hours are 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Monday–Friday and 1–4 p.m. Sunday. For more informa-
tion, call Mana Hewitt, director, at 7-7480.

■ COMPLIMENTARY COMPUTER:
Bill Hogue, left, USC’s chief information 
officer, and Dell Computer representa-
tive Laurie Tollison, second from left, 
present one of two laptop computers to 
Stephanie K. Cooper-Lewter and Anita 
Olden, both of Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
of Columbia. President Sorensen and 
his wife, Donna, have volunteered with 
the nonprofit agency for years and 
donated a laptop. Dell Computer, a key supplier for USC, donated a second laptop. The agency will use 
the new laptops to enhance organizational capacity and for mobile recruitment efforts of volunteers.

Hamilton

Defl em

USC social work faculty member named Hartford Faculty Scholar
Geri Adler, an associate professor in USC’s College 
of Social Work, has been selected as a Hartford Fac-
ulty Scholar and will receive $100,000 during the next 
two years to improve the well-being of older adults by 
strengthening geriatric social work.

Adler’s research topic is “An Integrated Study of Driv-
ing Cessation in Older Adults with Dementia.” Adler is 

among 12 social work faculty members from around the 
country selected for the program.

The Hartford Geriatric Social Work Faculty Scholars 
Program is a $5.4 million dollar project to ensure that 
the country will have the necessary pool of trained and 
skilled geriatric social workers by creating faculty leaders 
specializing in geriatric research and teaching.


