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Publishing at a time when comic books (and Superman)  
are hotter than ever, IT’S SUPERMAN! details the early 
years of the Man of Steel. 

 
Superman is one of the most beloved and well-known characters in popular 
culture. IT’S SUPERMAN! is an exciting literary re-imagination of the character 
and his legendary roots—the Kansas farm boy discovering, delighting in, and 
grappling with his otherworldly powers. Written by respected author Tom De 
Haven, the novel takes Clark Kent from Smallville to Hollywood during its 
Golden Era to New York City, where he begins his newspaper career, meets Lois 
Lane, battles crooked politicians, a criminal mastermind, and finally must oppose 
the rise of the mad-scientists and supervillains. Sure to appeal to fans of the TV 
show Smallville and the novel The Amazing adventures of Kavalier and Clay, as well 
as devoted comic book readers, IT’S SUPERMAN! is a fun and fast-paced novel of 
thrilling invention, heroic escapades, ill-fitting costumes and supersized coming-
of-age angst.   
 
TOM DE HAVEN is the author of eight novels, including the Derby Dugan trilogy, hailed 
as a “wild ride” by the Boston Globe and “brimming with life and characters” by the New 
York Times Book Review.  A frequent contributor to Entertainment Weekly and the New 
York Times, he lives in Virginia. 
 
About Chronicle Books 
One of the most admired and respected publishing companies in the United 
States, Chronicle Books was founded in 1966 and, over the years, has developed a 
reputation for award-winning, innovative books and quality merchandise. The 
company continues to challenge conventional publishing wisdom, setting trends 
in both subject matter and format, maintaining a list that includes titles in fine art, 
cookbooks, children’s books, music and popular culture. To visit Chronicle Books 
online, go to www.chroniclebooks.com. 
 
About DC Comics 
DC Comics, a Warner Bros. Entertainment Company, is the largest English-language 
publisher of comics in the world and home to such iconic characters as Superman, 
Batman, Wonder Woman and the Sandman. These DC super heroes and others have 
starred in comic books, movies, television series (both animated and live-action) and 
cyberspace, thrilling audiences of all ages for generations.  DC Comics’ Web site is 
located at www.dccomics.com. 
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Praise for Tom De Haven’s previous novels 
 
 
FUNNY PAPERS 
 
“A beautiful evocation of the birth of the newspaper comic strip in turn-of-the-
century New York . . . Funny Papers is a sprawling grabber, full of verbal doodles 
and wacky secondary characters.” 
—The Village Voice 
 
“De Haven conjures up a world of outlandish characters and episodes with casual 
violence and bawdiness . . . [Funny Papers] is a comic treatment of the brief heyday 
of a brutal and realistic art form that evolved into harmless entertainment . . . 
Evocative and fun.” 
—The New York Times 
 
“Keenly written . . . De Haven gives us a spirited, lunatic feel for the times . . . [He] 
has created a world full of adventure, teeming with fanciful characters, color, and 
movement.” 
—The San Francisco Chronicle 
 
DERBY DYGAN’S DEPRESSION FUNNIES 
 
“Brims with life and characters . . . and a lovingly re-created New York City with a 
gritty, this-is-how-it-really-looked-and-felt-atmosphere.” 
—The New York Times Book Review 
 
“A treat to read—sly, bone dry, bitterly funny” 
—The New York Observer 
 
“With wit and energy . . . Tom De Haven pays effervescent tribute to the comic 
strips of yore.” 
—The Boston Globe 
 
“An infinitely moving tale about family, forgiveness, and other things too large to 
fit into a balloon.” 
—Entertainment Weekly 
 
DUGAN UNDER GROUND 
 
“The Derby books, with their multiple viewpoints, carefully interwoven plot lines 
and potted history lessons, are a mighty accomplishment: John Dos Passos’s ‘USA 
Trilogy’ for comic geeks.” 
—The New York Times 
 


