
XVII OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES

THE RESULTS OF THE
XVII OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES

IN LILLEHAMMER

The XVII Olympic Winter Games, which took place from 12th to 27th February 1994
in Lillehammer, Norway, comprised a programme of 61 events (34 men's, 25 women's and two

mixed) in six snow or ice sports: biathlon, bobsleigh, hockey, luge, skating and skiing.
1737 athletes (1216 men and 521 women) participated in the Games. The majority (41) of the

67 NOCs taking part were from Europe, with 11 from America, nine from Asia and four
from Oceania. For nine NOCs, it was their first appearance under their national colours

(participation details appear on pages 188 and 189).
The following pages list the results of the Olympic competitions, together with

reports by Laura Davies and a brief description of the technical aspects.
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Biathlon

Serguei Tarasov winning the 20km biathlon.

BIRKEBEINER STADIUM
Serguei Tarasov, who took two
world cup titles last year, had his
biggest individual victory to date in
the 20km, skiing brilliantly to over-
come three penalty laps: “When I
missed at the first series of shots, my
nerves lost their grip and I just let go

and almost didn’t care...Prior to the
competition, I reckoned about fifteen
bad medal chances. I’m overjoyed
that it was me that took the gold.” The
Russian, who had a team title in
Calgary, won by the closest margin,
3.4 seconds, to hold off the usual
strong challenge from the Germans.

Frank Luck finished eleven seconds
ahead of his brother-in-law Sven
Fischer for the silver. In the 101km,
both gold and silver medallists hit all
their targets. The title went to another
Russian, Serguei Tchepikov, who
just missed the podium in Albertville.
Ricco Gross of Germany was runner-
up for the second consecutive time.
“This silver medal carries more
weight,” he said. “Today I was the best
German, and that is a lot of fun.”
Tarasov, who had to ski one penalty
leg, finished third to take his second
medal.
The three German individual medal-
lists were joined by Mark Kirchner,
gold and silver individual medallist in
Albertville, in the 4 x 7.5km relay.
Kirchner was well off the individual
podiums, but there was no stopping
such a strong German team from
helping itself to its second consecu-
tive title in the relay. The two Russian
individual champions ensured their
team’s silver medal. When three pen-
alty rounds on the final leg for
Andreas Zingerle knocked the Ital-
ians off the podium, there was a
thrilling race for the bronze. Hervé
Flandin hit a decisive one target more
than Popov of Belarus to clinch the
bronze for the French.
Women’s biathlon, new to the pro-
gramme in Albertville, again proved
very popular, with capacity crowds
of 12,500 in the Birkebeiner Stadium.
Myriam Bedard of Canada, bronze
medallist in Albertville, and silver
medallist in the 1993 world champi-
onship, took the 15km gold. Her final
time of 52:6.6 included two minutes
of penalties. She was 46.7 seconds
ahead of Anne Briand, a member of
the French champion team in 1992,
who missed a third shot on the last
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THE COMPETITION
The biathlon was first included in an Olympic
Programme in Squaw Valley in 1960, but was for
men only until 1992. The public has shown an ever-
growing interest in this discipline, and over the
years, the number of single events has increased.
The biathlon is a combination of cross-country skiing
and shooting. Only the freestyle technique is used
in the skiing race, and the tracks are less demanding
than the tracks for regular cross country competi-
tions. The biathletes carry their guns on their backs,
a 22 calibre rifle weighing 4.5kg. They shoot, from
both a standing and a prone position, at targets with
five bull's eyes which automatically show a hit.
Each skier has five shots, one at each bull's  eye, for
each firing exercise. Competitors are penalized for
a complete miss, either with penalty rounds or extra
time. In the relay, each skier has three extra shots
for firing in the prone position and three extra shots
in the standing position.

Serguei Tchepikov, biathlon sprint champion.

P. 133: Start of the women's relay. Inset, double
individual champion Myriam Bedard.
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range. The cold perhaps affected the many won bronze, with three misses. five shots lost. Defending champion
shooting of the sixty-nine competi- Petra Schaaf of Germany, the 1993 Anfisa Reztsova of Russia ended
tors, as none of them managed all world champion, despite skiing the up twenty-sixth. In the closest-ever
twenty targets, Uschi Disl of Ger- course fastest, dropped to 15th with biathlon finish, Bedard become a

Results Biathlon men
10 KM SPRINT
1 TCHEPIKOV Serguei
2 GROSS Ricco
3 TARASOV Serguei
4 DRATCHEV Vladimir
5 GREDLER Ludwig
6 LUCK Frank
7 FISCHER Sven
8 FLANDIN Herve
9 OZBOLT Janez
10 POPOV Alexander

RUS
GER
RUS
RUS
AUT
GER
GER
FRA
SLO
BLR

20 KM BIATHLON
28:07.0 1 TARASOV Serguei RUS
28:13.0 2 LUCK Frank GER
28:27.4 3 FISCHER Sven GER
28:28.9 4 POPOV Alexander BLR
2 9 : 0 5 . 4  5 STEINIGEN Jens GER
29:09.7 6 ZINGERLE Andreas ITA
29:16.0 7 KIRCHNER Mark GER
29:33.8 8 TCHEPIKOV Serguei RUS
29:35.8 9 GLIMSDAL Sylfest N O R
29:38.5 10 EDER Alfred AUT

RELAY 4 X 7,5 KM
1 GROSS Ricco

LUCK Frank
KIRCHNER Mark
FISCHER Sven

2 KIRIENKO Valeri
DRATCHEV Vladimir
TARASOV Serguei
TCHEPIKOV Serguei

3 DUSSERRE Thierry
BAILLY-SALINS Patrice
LAURENT Lionel
FLANDIN Herve

4 MAIGOUROV Victor
KHOKHRIAKOV Igor
RYZHENIKOV Oleg
POPOV Alexander

5 LATVALA Erkki
ELORANTA Harri
SEPPAELAE Timo
HIETALAHTI Vesa

GER

1:30:22.1

RUS

1:31:23.6

FRA

1:32:31.3

BLR

1:32:57.2

FIN

1:33:11.9

ITA

N O R

POL

SCHULER Franz

6 FAVRE Patrick
PASSLER Johann
CARRARA Pieralberto
ZIRGERLE Andreas

7 BJORNDALEN Ole Einar
ULEKLEIV Ivar Michal
HANEVOLD Halvard
TYLDUM Jon Age

8 SIKORA Tomasz
ZIEMIANIN Jan
ZIEMANIN Wieslaw
WOJTAS Jan

9 PERNER Wolfgang
GREDLER Ludwig

PFURTSCHELLER Martin

10 VELEPEC Uros
VELEPEC Jure
LEKAN Bostjan
OZBOLT Janez

57:25.3
57:28.7
57:41.9
57:53.1
58:18.1
58:54.1
59:16.4
59:31.4
59:42.4
59:43.9

1:33:17.3

1:33:32.8

1:33:49.3

A U T

SLO

1:34:02.9

1:34:19.6
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double champion, win-
ning the 7.5km sprint
by making up seven
seconds in the last kilo-
metre. She crossed the
line 1.1 seconds ahead
of Svetlana Paramygina,
who had just missed the
15km podium. Though
her win was not a sur-
prise - Bedard won last
year’s world 7.5km title
- she had to give all in
the final part of the race
to make up for two
misses. When Inna
Sheshikl of Kazakhstan
fell, exhausted, two me-
tres from the line, by the
time she got up and fin-
ished, a bronze had
flashed away to an
unknown Ukrainian.
Valentyna Tserbe had
won both national titles
in her country last year,
but had not competed
on the world cup circuit.
One of only four com-
petitors to hit all the tar-
gets, she was just 1.2
seconds behind Bedard.
The shooting was deci-
sive in the 30km wom-
en’s relay, which had
four legs as opposed to
the three in Albertville.
The Russians Nadejda
Talanova, Natalia Sny-
tina, Louiza Noskova
and Anfisa Reztsova

shot all their
targets to beat
the favourites,
the German
team, by 3:57.
Although the
Germans led
until the third
leg, Simone
G r e n i e r -
Petter-Memm
had to ski six
150m laps for
her misses at
the  r ange s .
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Petra Schaaf, the German anchor,
arrived at the final range with Anne
Briand, a member of the French
champion team in 1992, shooting
leanly for the silver, Briand missing
one target for the bronze.

Anfisa Retsova shooting for a win by
the Russian women's team.

Results Biathlon women

C A N
B L R
U K R
K A Z
G E R
BLR
ITA
GER
CZE
N O R

26:08.8
26:09.9
26:10.0
26:13.9
26:33.6
26:38.4
26:38.8
26:46.5
26:48.2
26:53.5

15 KM
1 BEDARD Myriam
2 BRIAND Anne
3 DISL Ursula
4 PARMAMYGINA Svetlana 
5 NIOGRET Corinne
6 JASICOVA Martina
7 PERMIAKOVA Natalia
8 RIM Kerryn
9 HARVEY Antje
10 NOSKOVA Louiza

7.5 KM SPRINT
1 BEDARD Myriam

8 GREINER-PETTER-MEMM Simon
9 HAKOVA Eva
10 KRISTIANSEN Elin Synnove

2 PARAMYGINA Svetlana
3 TSERBE Valentyna
4 SHESHIKL Inna
5 SCHAAF Petra
6 KOKOUEVA Irina
7 SANTER Nathalie

C A N 5 2 : 0 6 . 6
FRA 5 2 : 5 3 . 3
G E R 5 3 : 1 5 . 3
BLR 5 3 : 2 1 . 3
FRA 5 3 : 3 8 . 1
SVK 5 3 : 5 6 . 4
BLR 5 3 : 5 9 . 2
A U S 54:10.1
GER 5 4 : 1 2 . 4
R U S 5 4 : 1 8 . 2

4 X 7.5 KM RELAY
1 TALANOVA Nadejda

SNYTINA Natalia
NOSKOVA Louiza
REZTSOVA Anfisa

2 DISL Ursula
HARVEY Antje
GREINER-PETTER-MEMM Simon
SCHAAF Petra

3 NIOGRET Corinne
CLAUDEL Véronique
HEYMANN Delphyne
BRIAND Anne

4 SKJELBREID Ann-Elen
SIKVELAND Annette
FOSSEN Hildegunn
KRISTIANSEN Elin Synnove

5 TSERBE Valentyna
SKOLOTA Maryna
PETROVA Olena
OGURTSOVA Olena

RUS

GER

FRA

NOR

UKR

1:47:19.5

1:51:16.5

1:52:28.3

1:54:08.1

1:54:26.5

LAMPINEN Mari
VUOKSIALA Tuija

6 KOKOUEVA lrina
PERMIAKOVA Natalia
RYZHENKOVA Natalia
PARAMYGINA Svetlana

7 KULHAVA Jana
PELCOVA Jirina
KNIZKOVA lveta
HAKOVA Eva

8 COATS Beth
SMITH Joan
TAVARES Laura
GUETSCHOW Joan

9 WESTIN Eva-Karin
EKLUND Katarina
SCHYLANDER Maria
DAHLBERG Helene

10 HOLANTI Katja
SIKIOE Tuija

1:58:55.7

USA

1:58:07.2

BLR

1:54:55.1

CZE

1:57:00.8

1:57:35.9

SWE

FIN
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Bob

HUNDERFOSSEN BOB TRACK
The two-man bob competition in
Hunderfossen turned into a battle
between Switzerland 1 and Switzer-
land 2, who had trained for the com-
petition on the 1992 course in La
Plagne with Russian coach Iannis
Kipours, gold medallist in Calgary. It
was also a contest between brothers.
On the first run, defending champi-
ons Gustav Weder and Donat
Acklin set a new track record. But on
the fourth and final descent, they had
to come from 0.03 seconds behind to
beat Reto Goetshi and Guido Acklin
by the second-smallest Olympic win-
ning bob margin: 0.05 seconds.
Gunther Huber (another familiar
family name - his three other brothers
are Olympic lugers) took the bronze

with Stefani Ticci, the first Italian bob
medal for twenty-two years. The
Monaco-l team, piloted by Prince
Albert of Monaco, IOC member and
deputy chairman of the Athletes’
Commission, finished 31st.
The Germans had medalled in the
two-man bob since 1964 but finished
just off the podium. They made up for
their absence when Harald Czudaj,
who had finished 6th in Albertville
along with another team-mate Szelig,
piloted Germany 2 to victory in the
four-man. His team began by setting
a new track record of 51.67 on the
first run, but had to hold off a fierce
challenge from Weder’s Swiss team.
Germany 2 clung on to its lead of 0.12
seconds after the first two runs by just
0.06, after the Swiss did the two

THE COMPETITION
Bob has been on the Olympic Programme since the Chamonix Games in
1924. There are two main competition classes : the two-man bob and the
four-man bob. In 1928 and 1948, the skeleton, a toboggan weighing
50 kg and steered by a driver lying on his stomach, was also included in
the competition programme. There was no bob event in 1960.
In contrast to luge, the crew runs at the start to give the bob its initial impetus.
A two-man bob may weight a maximum of 390 kg, a four-man bob as much
as 630 kg. In both cases, the maximum weight allowed includes the weight
of the crew, and the weight differences may be offset by the use of weights.
The maximum width between the runners is 67 cm. On the underside of the
bobsleigh there are two fixed runners at the back and two moveable ones
at the front. The driver steers the bobsleigh by using two handles. Prior to
the start of a race, a reading is taken of the temperature of the runners. The
difference between the temperature of the runners and the air temperature
must not exceed four degrees. The use of chemicals to give the bobsleigh
a better glide is not allowed.
The bob is positioned 15 metres behind the start of the line and when the start
signal is given, the crew has 60 seconds to push the bob off and jump on
board. The final placings are made on the basis of the aggregate times of
four runs made over two days. During a run, the bob may reach a top speed
of 130 km/h, and the crew may be subjected to a force of almost 5 G.
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P 135: Weder and Donat retain their title in Swiss 1.

Bosnia-Herzegovina-1, top left.

The Germany-2 team.
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fastest times on the second day. Dudley Stokes piloted the Jamaican
Weder and Acklin’s team still placed team to the 10th fastest time after the
one better than in Albertville, where first two runs, for a final 14th place,
they had won bronze. The German the best-ever result for the Jamaicans
first team, two members of which, at the Winter Games. This was a huge
Hoppe and Hannemann had taken feat, and a popular one, after the
silver in 1992, finished in bronze team’s famously spectacular crash at
position. The British had to be con- the Games in Calgary. The pilot,
tent with two teams in the top ten in Dudley Stokes, and Wayne Thomas

edly attracted much attention was the
one that finished in 29th and last
place: Bosnia-Herzegovina- 1, manned
by a Croat, with two Muslims and a
Serb as brakemen: Sokolovic, Haracic,
Zaciragic and Boras. The promising
USA team, piloted by Brian Shimer,
had been disqualified for a technical
error, when the runners were found

both events, Mark Tout and Paul had been disqualified in the two-man to be too warm.
Lennox finishing behind the Austri- for overweight. A film of their adven-
ans at fifth in the four-man and sixth, tures is coming to the cinema
as in Albertville, in the two-man. screen... Another entry that deserv-

Results Bob
TWO-MAN BOB

S U I  3 : 3 0 . 8 1

S U I  3 : 3 0 . 8 6

I T A  3 : 3 1 . 0 1

G E R  3:31.78

A U T  3:31.93

GER-2 3 : 2 7 . 7 8

SUI-1 3 : 2 7 . 8 4

GER-1 3:28.01

AUT-1 3 : 2 8 . 4 0

GBR-1 3:28.87

6 TOUT Mark & PAUL Lennox

7 DZMURA Jiri
& POLOMSKY Pavel

8 LEUDERS Pierre
& MACEACHERN David

9 GESUITO Pasquale
& TARTAGLIA Antonio

10 OLSSON Sean & FIELD Paul

6 EINBERGER Kurt
BACHLER Thomas
NENTWIG Carsten
SCHUETZENAUER Martin

7 MEILI Christian
SCHMIDHEINY Rene
LOEFFLER Gerry
REICH Christian

8 OLSSON Sean
HERBERT John
WARD Dean
FIELD Paul

9 HUBER Gunther
TARTAGLIA Antonio
MAIR Bernhard
RUGGIERO Mirco

10 DZMURA Jiri
PUSKAR Pavel
POLOMSKY Pavel
KOBIAN Jan

GBR 3:32.15

CZE 3:32.18

CAN 3:32.18

ITA 3:32.45

GBR 3:32.83

AUT-2 3:28.91

SUI-2 3:29.33

GBR-2 3:29.41

ITA-2 3:29.42

CZE-1 3:29.51

1 WEDER Gustav & ACKLIN Donat

2 GOETSCHI Reto & ACKLIN Guido

3 HUBER Gunther & TICCI Stefano

4 LOCHNER Rudi
& ZIMMERMAN Markus

5 SCHOESSER Hubert
& SCHROLL Thomas

FOUR-MAN BOB
1 CZUDAJ Harold

BRANNASCH Karsten
HAMPEL Olaf
SZELIG Alexander

2 WEDER Gustav
ACKLIN Donat
MEIER Kurt

4 SCHOESSER Hubert
REDL Gerhard
WINKLER Harald
HAIDACHER Gerhard

5 TOUT Mark
FARRELL George
WING Jason
PAUL Lennox

3 HOPPE Wolfgang
HIELSCHER Ulf
HANNEMANN Rene
EMBACH Carsten

SEMERARO Domenico
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Ice hockey

GJOVIK CAVERN AND HAAKON
HALL IN LILLEHAMMER

The Canadians celebrate their win over the Finns in the semi-final.
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For the first time in history Sweden
took the Olympic gold medal, beat-
ing the Canadians 3-2 in a nail-biting
final, the last sports event of the
Games, just a few minutes before the
closing parade began. Finland had
won the bronze the day before, beat-
ing Russia 4-0. This was another first,
sadder this time: it was the first time
the Russians had lost an Olympic
match without scoring any goals. But
Finland fully deserved its third place,
dominating almost all of the three
periods of this final match. Their team
spirit, powerful game, good defence
and excellent coach were all ap-
plauded. In an access of nostalgia,
they were even compared to the old
Soviet teams of the seventies.. In any
case it was the best Finnish team for
twenty years. It was more difficult
to choose between Sweden and
Canada, and the two-hour-long final
was not enough to split the 2-2 score.
The Canadians, however, were not to
repeat their 1952 success in Oslo. In
the end, they had to resort to penal-
ties, and Peter Forsberg, the Swedish
centre with nerves of steel (or per-
haps with no nerves at all), expertly
and confidently scored the deciding
goal for the Scandinavians, under the
eyes of his king and many other
celebrities. The penalty procedure -
sudden death - had served the Cana-
dian team well in its time, earning
them a place in the semi-final against
the Czechs, in Gjovik cavern hall.
This match, another head-on colli-
sion between two teams with a repu-
tation for aggressive play, was one of
the most exciting encounters of the
Games. Hirsch, the Canadian goal-



THE TOURNAMENT
Since the first Winter Games in 1924, ice hockey has been one of the most popular sports. The rules have
changed very little over the years, but increasing interest in many countries has made the tournament more
and more difficult.
The 12 nations selected are split into two groups, each team playing against the other five in the preliminary
phase. The four best in each group go through to the quarter finals, which are followed by the semi-finals,
the finals, a match for the bronze medal and additional matches to award the 5th to 8th places. The other teams
play off for the 9th to 12th places.
The rink, surrounded by sideboards, measures is 60m by 30m. IT is divided into three zones, the defensive
zone, the central zone, and the attacking zone. Each team has a maximum, of 20 players and 2
goalkeepers. The number of players allowed on the ice at the same time is limited to 6 per team, including
the goalkeeper.
Teams generally divide into 4 groups of 5 players, two defence-men and three forwards.
A match consists of three 20-minute periods of actual playing time. If, in the final phase (play-off) of the
Olympic Tournament the match ends in a draw at the end of the allotted time, the teams play on until a goal
is scored.
If after 10 minutes of extra time no goal has been scored there is a penalty shoot-out. Each match is directed 
by a referee assisted by two linesmen and two goal judges.
The rules of the game are divided into two categories: line faults such as offsides, which are whistled by the
judges and followed by a face-off, and infractions of the rules, which incur suspension for one or more players.
Suspensions may last between 2 minutes and the length of the match.

keeper,  saved
the situation sev-
eral times from
audacious attacks
by the Czech
players, who were
left very disap-
pointed in the
quarter finals.
So the biggest dis-
appointment was
the Russian team.
Earning fourth
place in these
Games, Russia’s
mos t  popu la r
sport arrived at
the competition
in rather poor

coach Tim Taylor,
it couldn't have
been otherwise:
"The older players
with NHL experi-
ence are always
busy during the
Games." Another
d i s a p p o i n e d
team, the Norwe-
gians, who although
never in the top
eight at the Games,
had hopes of gain-
ing a decisive ad-
vantage by being
on home tur f .
Among the happy
teams were the

form. After the
team’s success in Albertville, nine-
teen of the twenty-two players signed
up with the NHL, the American Na-
tional Hockey League, and the two
intervening years were not enough
for the new generation to pick up a
technique that depended almost
solely on perfect teamwork. It was
clear that the elegance and speed that
used to be such an exciting feature of

Olympic hockey had disappeared.
“This defeat has destroyed our self-
confidence,” declared the downcast
coach, Dimitriev. “The most impor-
tant thing now is to rebuild our team
spirit.”
For the same reasons, inexperience
and youth, the American players had
to accept defeat before the Finns in
the quarter finals. In the opinion of

Germans. Their last
hockey medal, a bronze, was won
back in 1976 in Innsbruck, but their
victory over the Russians, which
earned them a place in the quarter
finals, was almost as good as an
Olympic medal. Their rise was
stopped in its tracks, however, by a
defeat against Sweden during a
match marked by hard and nervous
play, with sending-offs and personal
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fouls. The Swedish defence was al-
ready showing its worth. For Ludek
Bubak, the German coach, losing
was on the cards: “‘Sweden had the
best-organized team of the tourna-
ment.” In its match against Slovakia
Germany was tougher to beat. Otto
Hascak became the Slovakian hero
by scoring the sixth goal one minute
after the start of extra time. It was a
terrific score, that led the Slovaks to
hope for a place in the semi-final,
especially since the quarter-final
match against Russia was undecided

but, thirty seconds before the end of
the second period, there was a sur-
prise equalizer by Nikolishine. The
Russian took the match for his team
after the third period by scoring the
final goal in extra time.
The Russians turned up again in the
semi-finals against the Swedish team,
who led them 4-l in a game that was
largely uneventful until the end of the
third period. Then, one minute and
ten seconds before the end, in a
spectacular comeback, the Russians
launched a belated attack and scored

their day had really come. They lost
like heroes, exhausted, after this
semi-final match showed their limita-
tions. Worn out by their six victories
in this tournament and after leading 2-
0 in a game that was as tight and fast
as could be wished for, they suddenly
faded before the Canadians, who very
quickly made up for lost time. And
despite Lehtinen’s final goal, a few
seconds before the end, Finland’s
dream of reaching the finals was shat-
tered under the applause of a crowd
of supporters decked out in blue and

for a long time. Another legendary two goals. The other semi-final match white, disappointed but proud.
player, Peter Stasny, led the fierce between Canada and Finland was
Slovak attack by opening the scoring more eventful. The Finns thought

Results Ice hockey
RANKING:

FINALS:
SEMI-FINALS:

1-SWE, 2-CAN, 3-FIN, 4-RUS,
5-CZE, 6-SVK, 7-GER, 8-USA,
9-ITA, 10-FRA
CAN-SWE: 2-1
CAN-FIN: 5-3; SWE-RUS: 4-3

QUARTER FINALS: CAN-CZE: 3-2; SWE-GER: 3-O;
RUS-SVK: 3-2; FIN-USA: 6-1

3rd.4th PLACES FIN-RUS: 4-O

SWEDEN
ALGOTSSON Hakan
JONSSON Tomas
DUE-BOJE Christian
JUHLIN Patrick
ROHLlN Leif
SVENSSON Magnus
HANSSON Roger
LOOB Haakan
STILLMAN Fredrik
OERNSKOG Stefan
ERIKSSON Niklas
RYDMARK Daniel
BERGKVIST Jonas
JOENSSON Kenny
JOENSSON Joergen
FORSBERG Peter
BERGLUND Charles
DACKELL Andreas
NAESLUND Mats
KJELLBERG Patric
SUNDLOEV Mikael
JOHANSSON Roger
SALO Tommy

CANADA
HIRSCH Corey
AUCOIN Adrian
MAYER Derek
BRAD Werenka
LOVSIN Ken
HLUSHKO Todd
JOSEPH Fabian Gerard
KARIYA Paul
NORRIS Dwayne
JOHNSON Greg
SAVAGE Brian
SCHREIBER Walace E.
WARRINER Todd
PARKS Greg
ASTLEY Mark
ROY JEAN Yves
KONTOS Christopher
HARLOCK David
LEGACE Manny
ROY Allain
THERIEN Chris
SCHLEGEL Bradley Wilfred
NEDVED Peter

FINLAND
KUIVALAINEN Pasi
KIPRUSOV Marko
HAEMAELAEINEN Vesa Erik
JUTILA Timo
SORMUNEN Pasi
OJANEN Janne
KESKINEN ESa
KOIVU Saku
LAUKKANEN Janne
PAL0 Marko
HELMINEN Raimo
ALATALO Mika
PELTONEN Ville
LEHTINEN Jere
VIRTA Hannu
KAPANEN Sami
STROEMBERG Mika
LEHTERAE Tero
VARlS Petri
TAMMI Jukka
NIEMINEN Mika
MAEKELAE Mikko
MYLLYS Jarmo
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Luge

HUNDERFOSSEN LUGE TRACK
By the smallest ever winning margin in Olympic luge - on the
programme since 1964, Georg Hackl of Germany became the
first man to defend his title successfully. He goes into the record
books alongside Steffi Martin-Walter of the GDR, who took back-
to-back golds in 1984 and 1988. Equally deserving in the words
of the champion himself, was his rival Markus Prock of Austria,
who lost his 0.048 second lead on the fourth and final run to finish
0.013 seconds, or a mere 32.5cm, behind, to repeat the silver
position he had in Albertville. Armin Zoggler of Italy got the
bronze, the first in a bumper crop of four medals for his country’s
lugers. Solo glory for the women went to the current world
champion Gerda Weissensteiner, the second Italian woman to
win the event after Erica Lechner in 1968. Fourteenth in Calgary,
just off the podium in Albertville, in Lillehammer, Weissensteiner
never lost the lead throughout the four runs, after setting a new
track record on the first. She ended up with the largest winning
Olympic margin since Lake Placid, 0.759 seconds ahead of the
German Susi Erdmann, whose bronze medal position in 1992
went to Andrea Tagwerker of Austria.
Kurt Brugger and Wilfred Huber became the first Italians to
take the title since Hildgartner and Plaikner tied with the Germans
in 1972. Fifth in Albertville, on the Hunderfossen track they
finished a total of nearly five hundreths of a second ahead of the
1992 bronze medallists, Huber’s brother Norbert and Hansjoerg
Raffl, who had set a track record in the first run. It was 36-year old
Raffl’s first silver in an Olympic career that started with a fifth place
in Lake Placid in 1980. The favourites, 1992 Olympic and world
cup champions, Stefan Krausse and Jan Behrendt of Germany,
were unable to reproduce their nearly perfect practice runs and
had to settle for bronze. Coming in fourth and fifth for their best-
ever Games were the USA lugers.
Worth noting that there were no mixed doubles entered, although
they were declared eligible by the FIL in 1992. At all events,
Brugger created much interest by stating that he would not rule
out racing with a woman. Perhaps in Nagano ?

Georg Hackl on the way to another luge gold.
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THE COMPETITION
Although practised as a sport since 1883, luge did not become an Olympic event until the Innsbruck games in 1964.
The Norwegian Luge and Bobsleigh Federation was founded in 1935. There are three events: the men's single, the
double and the women's single. The modern luge measures 1.28 - 1.35 metres in length, 45 cm in width and
15cm in height. A single seater should weigh no more than 23 kg, whilst a double seater may weigh as much as
27 kg. During competitions, lugers who weigh less than the basic 75 kg for women and 90 kg for men are allowed

to offset their weight. In the singles event, the competitors may offset 75% of the difference
between the basic weight and their body weight by means of additional weights secured to their
body. However, the weight added must not exceed 10 kg for women and 13 kg for men.
The rules allow for 50% of the difference between the basic weight and the body weight to be offset
in the doubles event. Prior to the start of a race, a reading is taken of the temperature of the luge's
runners. The difference between the temperature of the runners and that of the air must not exceed
five degrees. There is also a restriction against running with the luge to give it impetus at the start.
In the singles, the lugers make four runs from which their aggregate time is calculated; in doubles,
the contestants only make two runs. The starting order is decided by a draw, but the competitors
are divided into two seeded groups and a third group for others based on accumulated World
Cup points.

142



P 142: Georg
Hackl.

Below, the Italian
two-man silver
medallists.

Right, Gerda
Weissensteiner.

Results Luge men

GER 3:21.571
AUT 3:21.584
ITA 3:21.833
ITA 3:22.418
USA 3:22.424
ITA 3:22.474
AUT 3:22.569
GER 3:22.580
RUS 3:22.627
AUT 3:23.114

SINGLE
1 HACKL Georg
2 PROCK Markus
3 ZOEGGELER Armin
4 HUBER Arnold
5 SUCKOW Wendel
6 HUBER Norbert
7 GLEIRSCHER Gerhard
8 MUELLER Jens
9 DEMTCHENKO Albert
10 SCHMIDT Markus

DOUBLE
1 BRUGGER Kurt ITA 1:36.720

HUBER Wilfried
2 RAFFL Hansjoerg ITA 1:36.769

HUBER Norbert
3 KRAUSSE Stefan G E R 1:36.945

BEHRENDT Jan
4 GRIMMETTE Mark USA 1:37.289

EDWARDS Jonathan
5 THORPE Christopher USA 1:37.296

SNEER Gordon
6 APOSTOL loan ROM 1:37.323

CEPOl Constantin-Liviu
7 DEMTCHENKO Albert RUS 1:37.477

ZELENSKI Alexei
8 GASPER Robert C A N 1:37.691

IVES Clay
9 URBANSKY Igor U K R 1:37.69 1

MUKHIN Andrij
10 SCHIEGEL Tobias AUT 1:37.695

SCHIEGEL Markus

w o m e n
WOMEN’S SINGLE
1 WEISSENSTEINER Gerda ITA 3:15.517
2 ERDMANN Susi GER 3:16.276
3 TAGWERKER Andrea AUT 3:16.652
4 NEUNER Angelika AUT 3:16.901
5 OBKIRCNER Natalie ITA 3:16.937
6 KOHLISCH Gabriele GER 3:17.197
7 GUBKINA lrina RUS 3:17.198
8 YAKUSNENKO Natalja UKR 3:17.378
9 ORLOVA Anna L A T 3:17.487
10 NEUNER Dor is A U T 3:17.826
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Figure skating

HAMAR ICE HALL
The return of professionals to figure
skating was billed by some as the
Games of the Golden Oldies. In the
pairs, it was the winners in Calgary,
Ekaterina Gordeeva and Sergei
Grinkov, 22 and 27, coming back
after six years, who had an artistic
rather than a technical 8-1 triumph
over the more intense style of the
1992 champions, fellow Russians
Natalia Mishkutenok and Artur
Dmitriev. A gold between these two
couples was never much in doubt.
Canada’s Isabelle Brasseur and Lloyd
Eisler, who won the 1993 world
championships, did well to take the
bronze, as they did in Albertville.
However, all was definitely not plain
skating for the rest of the returning
pros. The Sarajevo champions in ice
dance, Jayne Torvill and Christopher
Dean of Britain, who placed third in
the technical programme, first in the
set rumba, produced a free pro-
gramme much revamped from their
one at the recent European Champi-
onships in an effort to win over the
judges. However, once again, the
exuberant rock and roll of Oksana
Grichtchuk and Yevgeny Platov
won top marks, with Maya Usova and
Alexandre Zhulin second. All but two
judges put Torvill and Dean third
behind the Russian couples. The de-
bate over youth and experience,
spectacle versus sport, the past ver-
sus the future, and about judging,
perhaps a usual part of the enjoyment
of the sport for the public, reached a
peak, with much added fuss about
whether Dean had performed an ille-
gal overhead lift, particularly in Brit-
ain, where 23 mil l ion people
watched the competition, a record
there for a sports programme on a
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single channel. In the men’s technical
programme. 1988 Olympic gold
medallist Brian Boitano finished
eighth, one position ahead of his
1992 successor Viktor Petrenko and
four in front of the 1993 world cham-
pion Kurt Browning, leaving the way
for three skaters of the younger gen-
eration, Alexei Urmanov of Russia,
Elvis Stojko of Canada and Philippe
Candeloro of France in the one-two-
three positions. The free programme
only  conf i rmed  the  p l ac ings .
Urmanov ,  who came f i f th in
Albertville, landed eight triple jumps
in a programme that was athletic and
classically aesthetic, and won over six
of the nine judges. At 20, he was the
youngest champion since Dick But-
ton in 1948. Stojko, a powerful
jumper, and black belt in karate who
skated a tribute to his
kung fu hero Bruce Lee,
received seven 5.9s for
technical merit, but was
marked down in artistry.
His silver medal was
nonetheless a sign he had
arrived after a seventh
place finish in Albertville.

P. 144: Calgary
champions Ekaterina

Gordeeva
and Sergei Grinkov

back on top.

Natalya Mishkutenok
and Artur Dmitriev.
Pairs podium, inset.

Results Figure skating pairs
1 GORDEEVA Ekaterina

& GRINKOV Sergei RUS
2 MISHKUTENOK Natalya

& DMITRIEV Artur RUS
3 BRASSEUR Isabelle

& EISLER Lloyd CAN
4 SHISHKOVA Evgenia

& NAUMOV Vadim RUS
5 MEN0 Jenni

& SAND Todd USA

6 KOVARIKOVA Radka
1.5 & NOVOTNY Rene CZE 8.5

7 SCHWARZ Peggy
3.0 & KOENIG Alexander GER 11.5

8 BEREZHNAIA Elena
4.5 & SHLIACHOV Oleg LAT 13.5

9 INA Kyoko
6.0 & DUNGJEN Jason USA 14.5

10 SARGEANT Kristy-Lee
8.0 & WIRTZ Kristofer CAN 15.5
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Results women
1 BAIUL Oksana
2 KERRIGAN Nancy
3 C H E N  L u
4 BONALY Surya
5 SATO Yuka
6 SZEWCZENKO Tanja
7 WlTT Katarina
8 HARDING Tonya
9 CHOUINARD Josée
10 RECHNIO Anna

UKR 2.0
USA 2.5
CHN 5.0
FRA 5.5
JPN 8.5
GER 8.5
GER 11.0
USA 12.0
CAN 13.0
POL 16.5
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Ice Queens : opposite page, clockwise
from top: Baiul, Kerrigan and

Chen. This page: Witt and Bonaly.
THE COMPETITIONS

Another new-wave skater
Candeloro acted as well as skated

‘The Godfather’ in baggy trousers
and with newly-grown ponytail. He
fell right near the end, but had done
enough to take the first French
medal at the Games in men’s figure
skating since Patrick Pera’s bronze in
1972 Petrenko finished fourth with a

fine free programme.
The women’s figure skating title went
to the balletic sixteen-year old Oksana

Baiul of Ukraine, the 1993 world cham-
pion, in a 5-4 decision over Nancy

Kerrigan of the USA in the free skate. It
was very close: the German judge gave

both skaters an equal total, but the higher,
and ultimately decisive, score for artistic

Figure skating is one of the truly major spectator sports
on the Olympic Programme and has been featured ever
since the first Olympic Winter Games in 1924.
Figure Skating was also included in the Olympic Pro
gramme of the 1908 and 1920 Olympic Summer
Games, however. This is a discipline where we can
safely say that style is crucial. The competitors are given
marks for both technical content and artistic expression.
Ice dancing was added as a part of the Olympic Figure
Skating Programme in 1976. The Figure Skating pro
gramme for solo competitors as well as pairs consists of
two parts : a Technical Programme and Free Skating.
The Technical Programme comes first and must contain
eight prescribed elements such as jumps, iump combina-
tions and variants of spins. Pairs must also demonstrate
lifts and throws. In Free Skating, the skaters must present
a balanced and well-composed programme consisting
of optional elements that suit the competitors’ own choice
of music. Ice Dancing consists of three parts. In the first
part, all the pairs must perform two Compulsory Dances.
The Original Dance is the second part of the programme
consisting of optional elements that suit the competitors
own choice of music.
The pairs choose their own music and steps, choreogra-
phy, for the original dance. The last part of the pro-
gramme is Free Dance, also done to music chosen by the
skaters. Ice Dancing differs from the Pair programme in
that high lifts, throws and figure skating jumps are not
permissible. In Ice Dancing, the compulsory Dances
count for 20% of the score, the Original Dance 30%, and
the Free Dance 50%. Nine judges award points for both
content and performance after each competitor has
completed their programme. The judges may award
from 0 to 6 points, including decimals. Six points are
awarded only for a perfectly performed programme
whilst 0 indicates that the competitor failed to start.
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Results Ice dance
1 GRlCHTCHUK Oksana

& PLATOV Yevgeny
2 USOVA Maya

& ZHULIN Aleksandr
3 TORVILL Jayne

& DEAN Christopher
4 RAHKAMO Susanna

& KOKKO Petri
5 MONIOTTE Sophie

& LAVANCHY Pascal

RUS 3.4

RUS 3.8

GBR 4 . 8

F IN 8 . 0

FRA 10.0

6 KRYLOVA Anzhelika
& FEDOROV Vladimir RUS 12.0

7 ROMANOVA lryna
& YAROSHENKO lgor UKR 14.0

8 MRAZOVA Katerina
& SIMICEK Martin CZE

9 GOOLSBEE Jennifer
& SCNAMBERGER Hendryk

16.0

GER 18.0
10 BOURNE Share-Lynn

& KRAATZ Victor J. CAN 20.0

Oksana Grichtchuk and Yevgeny Platov
rock around the clock, above.
Top right, Maya Usova and Aleksandr
Zhulin.
Below, Jayne Torvill and Christopher
Dean.
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Elvis Stojko.

merit to Baiul. The French skater
Surya Bonaly, four-times European
champion, could have
altered the placings, but
her jumping talent
seemed to desert her.
She had come third in
the technical pro-
gramme, behind
Kerrigan and Baiul,
but finished out of the
medals behind Lu
Chen of China, who had
finished sixth behind
her in Albertville. Katarina
Witt, Olympic champion
in 1984 and 1988, re-
ceived low marks for
technical merit, but
showed that she is still
a presence on the ice
with her interpreta-
tion of the anti-war
song “Where have
al l  the f lowers
gone”, a tribute to
Sarajevo, finishing
a respectable 7th
place overall, ahead
of the American
Tonya Harding, an-
other jumper who
failed to produce
on the night.

Phillipe Candeloro.

Aleksei Urmanov.

1 URMANOV Aleksei
2 STOJKO Elvis
3 CANDELORO Philippe
4 PETRENKO Viktor
5 BROWNING Kurt
6 BOITANO Brian
7 MlLLOT Eric
8 DAVIS Scott
9 COUSINS Steven
10 BRITTEN Sebastien

RUS

F R A
U S A
GBR
CAN

CAN
F R A
UKR
CAN
U S A

1.5
3.0
6.5
8.5
9.0

1O.0
10.0
10.0
12.5
15.0

Results men
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Speed skating

HAMAR ICE HALL
Going into the final lap of the 5000m,
Johann Olaf Koss of Norway was
six hundredths of a second behind
his world record pace in the same
Viking Hall last December. When he
finished, he had broken the mark by
six tenths of a second, spurred on by
the 12,000 spectators in Hamar to
take the Norwegians’ ninth of the
sixteen titles in the event. The silver

went to his team-mate Kjell Storelid,
who had already broken Tomas Gust-
afson’s Games record of 6:44.63, set
on the only other indoor Olympic
rink in Calgary. Rintje Ritsma of The
Netherlands edged out the 1992 silver
medallist Falko Zandstra for the
bronze.
In the 1,500m, Ritsma’s third fastest-
ever time was not even enough to
save his five-week-old world record

Johann Olaf Koss streaks to another world record in the 10,000m.

from the defending champion whom
the press nicknamed “KOLOSS”, in a
happy marriage of KOSS and LO - the
Norwegian abbreviation for the
Olympic Games. There was yet more
to come. Koss won his third gold in
the 10,000m with a third world
record, an unprecedented feat at the
Winter Games, breaking the mark he
set  three years  ago by nearly
13 seconds. Storelid won another
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THE COMPETITION
Speed skating has been featured on the Olympic Programme ever since the first Olympic games in 1924,
and is perhaps the discipline whose events have changed the least over the years. No doubt the biggest change was
the addition of the ladies' events in 1960. All the distances are skated on a 400 metre track, and the competitors
skate around the track counter clockwise. The competitors start in pairs and alternate between the inside lane and
the outside lane, switching lanes every 400 metre lap.
The competitors change lanes on the long side opposite the start and finish side, the so called "alternating side".
The starter calls the competitors to the start with the words, "Go to start". When the skaters are standing still on the
start line he shouts, "Ready...".
From this moment until the start gun is fired, 1 to 1,5 seconds later, the competitors must stand completely still. After
one false start the competitor merely receives a warning, but if a competitor makes two false starts, he or she is
disqualified from racing over that particular distance.
The skaters compete over five different distances: 500 m, 1,000 m, 1,500 m, 5,000 m, and 10,000 m for men and
500 m, 1,000 m, 1,500 m, 3,000 m, and 5,000 m for ladies.
A draw is made before hand to decide who is to compete against whom and in which lane the competitors will start.
In even races, it is always considered an advantage to have the last round on the inside lane.
This is no advantage in the 500 metre event, however, where the speed at which the skaters enter the final inside
bend is so great that many competitors have problems keeping to the track as they negotiate the sharp bend.

silver, ahead of the Dutch defending
champion Bart Veldkamp, who had
beaten Koss in Albertville but who
now conceded “That‘s a time that will
stand for at least 30 years.” Koss did
not quite match the American Eric
Heiden’s five golds at the 1980
Games, as he is no sprinter, but still
enters the same speed skating strato-
sphere as the legendary Norwegian
Hjalmar Andersen, there in statue and
in person to watch Koss repeat his
own 1952 triumph on home ground
over the three longer distances.
Alexander Golubev of Russia, who
came seventh in Albertville, won the
500m sprint, followed by his compa-
triot Sergei Klevchenya. The Japa-

nese speedskaters, who had taken
silver and bronze in 1992, again
showed their consistency, with a
bronze for another talent, Manabu
Horii. Missing from the podium was
the hot favourite American Dan
Jansen, who had been crowned
world champion in Calgary just two
weeks before, with a world record,
the only man to skate 500m under
36 seconds. But even this triumph in
the city where he famously fell in the
1988 Games just after the death of his
sister, did not conjure away what
seemed to be an Olympic jinx. Un-
believably, he had failed again in
Albertville, his fourth place the
same as he had back in 1984 in
Sarajevo. When his hand

Dan Jansen finally
gets his gold in the 1000m.

Left sprint champion Aleksandr
Golubev.
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Results Speed skating men
RUS 36.33
RUS 36.39
JPN 36.53
CHN 36.54
JPN 36.60
JPN 36.63
NOR 36.66
USA 36.68
JPN 36.72
BLR 36.73

USA 1:12.43
BLR 1:12.72
RUS 1:12.85
CHN 1:13.47
CAN 1:13.56
CAN 1:13.67
NOR 1:13.74
JPN 1:13.75
NED 1:13.81
CAN 1:13.82

NOR 1:51.29
N E D  1:51.99
NED 1:52.38
N O R  1:53.13
RUS 1:53.16
GER 1:53.50
CAN 1:.53.56
NED 1:53.59
NED 1:53.70
UKR 1:54.28

1000 M
1 JANSEN Daniel WR
2 ZHELEZOVSKY Igor
3 KLEVCHENYA Sergey
4 LIU Hongbo
5 BOUCHARD Sylvain
6 KELLY Patrick
7 STROM Roger
8 INOUE Junichi
9 VELDE Gerard Van
1O SCOTT Kevin

500 M
1 GOLUBEV Aleksandr O R
2 KLEVCHENYA Sergey
3 HORII Manabu
4 LlU Hongbo
5 SHlMlZU Hiroyasu
6 INOUE Junichi
7 NJOS Grunde
8 JANSEN Daniel
9 MlYABE Yasunori
10 ZHELEZOVSKY lgor

1500 M
1 KOSS Johann Olav W R
2 RITSMA Rintje
3 ZANDRA Falko
4 SONDRÅL Ådne
5 ANUFRIENKO Andrey
6 ADEBERG Peter
7 MARSHALL Neal
8 HERSMAN Martin
9 STRAATHOF Jeroen
10 SHULGA Yury

5000 M
1 KOSS Johann Olav W R
2 STORELID Kjell
3 RITSMA Rintje
4 ZANDSTRA Falko
5 VELDKAMP Bart
6 ITOKAWA Toshihiko
7 RADKE Jaromir
8 DITTRICH Frank
9 HADSCHIEFF Michael
10 EMINGER Christian

10 000 M
1 KOSS Johann Olav W R
2 STORELID Kjell
3 VELDKAMP Bart
4 ZANDSTRA Falko
5 RADKE Jaromir
6 DITTRICH Frank
7 RITSMA Rintje
8 SCHOEN Jonas
9 HADSCHIEFF Michael
1O EMINGER Christian

13:30.55
13:49.25
13:56.73
13:58.25
14:03.84
14:04.33
14:09.28
14:10.15
14:12.09
14:15.14

N O R  6:34.96
N O R  6:42.68
NED 6:43.94
NED 6:44.58
NED 6:49.00
JPN 6:49.36
POL 6:50.40
GER 6:52.27
AUT 6:53.02
AUT 6:53.18

NOR
N O R
NED
NED
POL
GER
NED
SWE
AUT
AUT

Koss and Jansen savour their victories.

touched the ice to save him from That was Igor Zhelezovsky of
falling again on the last bend in Belarus. Canadian world record
Hamar, relegating him to eighth holder Kevin Scott was also in con-
place, 0.035 seconds behind a tention. Seven men had a better per-
Golubev who placed fourteenth in sonal best over the distance than
the worlds, his Olympic bid seemed Jansen but, in his last Olympic race,
over, his failures compared with Jim he finally did it, 0.58 seconds ahead
Ryun’s in the 1968 and 1972 1,500m. of his previous best and faster than
There was still a chance: in the anyone ever to become the first USA
1000m. He was not the favourite. male speedskater to take gold since

Heiden in 1980. The crowd roared,
there was a lap of honour to Strauss’s
“Skating Waltz”, a flag from the
speedskating-mad Dutch, President
Clinton phoned...it was, at last, his
day. Zhelezovsky, who had set an
Olympic record skating in the first
pair, settled for silver, Klevchenya the
bronze.
Another name to conjure with in
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Hamar was Bonnie Blair, who be-
came the first speedskater to win
three consecutive Olympic 500m ti-
tles. Although she did not touch the
world record she set in Calgary, she
still turned in her third-ever fastest
time: 40.33 seconds. Susan Auch of
Canada was 0.36 seconds behind for
the silver. Franziska Schenk of Ger-

many improved her per-
sonal best by no less

than 0.76 seconds to
take the bronze. In
the l000m, Blair
defended her

Albertville title
by the larg-
e s t - e v e r
O l y m p i c
w i n n i n g
margin in
the event
a n d  h e r

Emese Hunyady wins
the 1500m.

fastest time since 1988. She has now
equalled Heiden’s US winter record
of five golds, and become the leading
USA women’s gold medallist, ahead
of Janet Evans, Evelyn Ashford and
diver Pat McCormick. Ye Qiaobo of
China, who had come second to Blair
in the 500m and 1000m in Albertville,
took bronze, behind Anke Baier of
Germany, who skated the first lap
faster than she had in the 500m for a
personal best.
In the 3000m, there was a surprise
win by Svetlana Bazhanova of Rus-
sia. She was nearly seven seconds
behind the world record set in 1990
by defending champion Gunda
Niemann of Germany, who had won
a world cup event in Davos in Janu-
ary, but crashed out, taking Seiko
Hashimoto of Japan with her.
Hashimoto, who was competing in
her fourth Winter Games, and who
won a 1,500 bronze medal in

Albertville, finished sixth in a re-
race. Emese Hunyady of Aus-
tria added the silver to her
bronze in the event in

Albertville. In the 1,500m, she
did one better, skating a

personal best, even if well
outside Karin Kania’s

1: 59.30 world record

Bonnie Blair skates for joy.

in 1986, for the first Austrian Olympic
speed-skating title. "It is a wonderful
feeling to make history. It was impor-
tant to me to know that I have been on
the right road to victory after so many
years," said the ecstatic champion.
Niemann, the favourite, who had
taken the silver in Albertville, fin-
ished nearly two seconds outside her
best time for the bronze, behind
Svetlana Feotkina, who did clock a
personal best. Blair failed to tie the US
record of six Winter Games medals
with a fourth place, repeating her
Calgary placing in the distance, de-
spite clocking her fastest-ever time in
the race. Oddly enough, this was her
first personal best since her bronze in
the 1000m in Calgary. But as her
coach Nick Thometz said “It’s tough
to beat yourself when you are as good
as she is.”
Niemann’s disappointing Games
were confirmed in the 5000m, when
her team-mate German Claudia
Pechstein skated the race of her life,
slashing her personal best by 19 sec-
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Results Speed skating women
3000 M
1 BAZHANOVA Svetlana
2 HUNYADY Emese
3 PECHSTEIN Claudia
4 PROKASHEVA Lyudmila
5 THOMAS Annamarie
6 HASHIMOTO Seiko
7 YAMAMOTO Hiromi
8 DASCALU Mihaela
9 ZIJLSTRA Carla
10 OGASAWARA Miki

5000 M
1 PECHSTEIN Claudia
2 NIEMANN Gunda
3 YAMAMOTO Hiromi
4 BELCI Elena
5 BAZHANOVA Svetlana
6 PROKASHEVA Lyudmila
7 ZIJLSTRA Carla
8 HASHIMOTO Seiko
9 OGASAWARA Miki
1O THOMAS Annamarie

RUS 4:17.43
AUT 4:18.14
GER 4:18.34
KAZ 4:19.33
NED 4:19.82
JPN 4:21.07
JPN 4:22.37
ROM 4:22.42
NED 4:23.42
JPN 4:25.27

GER 7:14.37
GER 7:14.88
JPN 7:19.68
ITA 7:20.33
RUS 7:22.68
KAZ 7:28.58
NED 7:29.42
JPN 7:29.79
JPN 7:30.47
NED 7:32.39

7 POLOZKOVA Natalya
8 DASCALU Mihaela
9 HASHIMOTO Seiko

500 M
1 BLAIR Bonnie
2 AUCH Susan M.
3 SCHENK Franziska
4 XUE Ruihong
5 YOO Sun-Hee
6 GARBRECHT Monique
7 BOYARKINA Svetlana
8 HOISETH Edel Therese
9  J I N  H u a
10 SHIMAZAKI Kyoko

1000 M
1 BLAIR Bonnie
2 BAIER Anke
3 YE Qiaobo
4 SCHENK Franziska
5 GARBRECHT Monique
6 KUSUNOSE Shiho
7 HUNYADY Emese
8 AUCH Susan
9 RAVILOVA Oksana
10 POLOZKOVA Natalya

1500 M
1 HUNYADY Emese
2 FEDOTKINA Svetlana
3 NIEMANN Gunda
4 BLAIR Bonnie
5 THOMAS Annamarie
6 BAZHANOVA Svetlana

10  JONG Tonny De

USA 00:39.25
CAN 00:39.61
GER 00:39.70
C H N 00:39.71
KOR 00:39.92
GER 00:39.95
RUS 00:40.17
NOR 00:40.20
CHN 00:40.23
JPN 00:40.26

USA 1:18.74
GER 1:20.12
CHN 1:20.22
GER 1:20.25
GER 1:20.32
JPN 1:20.37
AUT 1:20.42
CAN 1:20.72
RUS 1:20.82
RUS 1:20.84

AUT 02:02.19
RUS 02:02.69
GER 02:03.41
USA 02:03.44
WED 02:03.70
RUS 02:O3.99
RUS 02:04.00
ROM 02:04.02
JPN 02:04.98
NED 02:05.18

onds to win gold. Niemann, again defending her title
had won every major 5000 m event since 1988. She
skated within her world record time for much of the
race, but could not keep up in the final laps and had to
accept the silver. It was nonetheless still a fine haul for
the German women, who won a total of six medals,
and were on every podium. Hiromi Yamamoto
of Japan took the bronze in her first interna-
tional race, improving her fastest time by
over ten seconds.

Svetlana Bazhanova, left
and Claudia Pechstein.
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Short track
speed skating

HAMAR ICE HALL
The second Olympic short track skat-
ing competition had six events as
opposed to the four in Albertville,
adding the men’s 500m and the wom-
en’s 1000m. It was rather a bumpy
race to the podiums in Hamar. Ki
Hoon Kim, the defending cham-
pion, won the first gold for the Kore-
ans in the 1000m. After Britain’s
Nicky Gooch was disqualified for
charging, another Korean, Ji Hoon

Chae moved up to take the silver
position. Gooch seemed perfectly
unfazed: thrills and spills are part of
the sport. When the last person in the
A final, Derrick Campbell of Canada,
fell and failed to cross the finish line,
the bronze was awarded to the win-
ner of the B race, his team-mate Marc
Gagnon. Mongolia’s sole competitor
to the Games, Bat-Orgil was well out
of the medals, in 29th place, but was
wildly cheered when he set a national

record. He had become something of
a celebrity after taking an eight-day
train journey home from training in
Germany three weeks before the
Games before gaining a last-minute
qualifying slot.
Cathy Turner of the USA also suc-
cessfully defended her 500m title,
setting an Olympic record of 45.98
seconds. Her triumph, though, was
rather soured by Yanmei Zhang of
China, the runner-up, protesting that
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Tussle for the gold in the men's races.
Euphoric Korean women's relay champions.

Turner had knocked her off balance consecutive disastrous Games after saw yet another Korean triumph,
and allegations of aggressive skating clashing skates in both events. He when Lee Kyung Chun did a time of
by Nathalie Lambert of Canada, the failed to make the 500m final, protest- 1:36.97 to break the Olympic record
reigning world champion, who had ing about being made to race with a set by her compatriot So Hee Kim in
fallen in the quarter finals. Amy damaged blade. The women’s 1000m the semi-finals. Lambert squeezed in
Peterson of the USA
took the bronze. The
Koreans took their
second men’s indi-
vidual title in the
500m, Ji Hoon Chae
breaking the Olympic
r e c o r d  N o r w a y ’ s
Bjornar Elgetun had
set in the heats. Mirko
Vuillemin of Italy won
si lver ,  Ita ly ’s  f i rst
medal in the sport.
Gooch did the same
for the British skaters
by taking the bronze, a
compensation for his
1000m loss. His better-
known team-mate
Wilf O’Reilly, the win-
ner of both the 500m
and 1000m demon-
stration even t s  in
Calgary, had a second
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Results women
O R

O R

O R

500 M
1 TURNER Cathy
2 ZHANG Yanmei
3 PETERSON Amy
4 WON Hye-Kyung
5 KIM So-Hee
6 WANG Xiulan
7 YANG Yang
8 CHAREST Isabelle
9 TSUBAKI Ayako
1O DAIGLE Sylvie

1000 M
1 CHUN Lee-Kyung
2 LAMBERT Nathalie
3 KIM So-Hee
4 ZHANG Yanmei
5 YANG Yang
6 CHAREST Isabelle
7 DAIGLE Sylvie
8 TURNER Cathy
9 WON Hye-Kyung
1O TSUBAKI Ayako

3000 M RELAY
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

1 CHUN Lee-Kyung
KIM Ryang-Hee
KIM So-Hee
KIM Yoon-Mi
WOM Hye-Kyung

2 BOUDRIAS Christine-Isabel
CHAREST lsabelle
CUTRONE Angela
DAIGLE Sylvie
LAMBERT Nathalie

3 CASHMAN Karen
PETERSON Amy
SUNDSTROM Shana
TURNER Cathy
ZIEGELMEYER Nicole

USA 45.98
CHN 46.44
USA 44.74
KOR 47.60
KOR 49.01
CHN 49.03
CHN 47.25
CAN 47.25
JPN 47.51
CAN 55.59

KOR 1:36.87
CAN 1:36.97
KOR 1:37.09
CHN 1:37.80
CHN 1:47.1O
CAN 1:37.49
CAN
USA
KOR 1:39.03
JPN 1:39.12

KOR 4:26.64
CAN 4:32.04
USA
ITA
RUS 4:34.60
NED 
FRA

4:45.40
4:59.94

CHN DISQUAL.

K O R

CAN

USA

Cathy Turner, first double women’s champion.

between them for the silver. This time, it was Turner
who was disqualified for impeding another skater.
In the 3,000m women’s relay, the Koreans set another
Olympic record. Another bit of history was made by
Yoon-Mi Kim, who was born on 1st December 1980,
became the youngest-ever gold medallist at the Winter
Games. The Canadians, who had won in Albertville,
came second. The USA women took a surprise bronze
when the Chinese team was disqualified for one of its
skaters having remained on the ice after a changeover.
In the 5,000m men’s relay, one of the few races in which
there were no controversies, the Italians won their
second gold, with a time of 7:11.81 that broke the
Olympic record of 7:14.02 set by the Koreans in 1992.
The silver went to the US team, which included Eric
Flaim, silver medallist in speed skating in Calgary. With
the bronze, the Australians won their first ever medal
at the Winter Games.
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Short track speed skating men
500 M 1000 M
1 CHAE Ji-Hoon OR KOR 43.45 1 KIM Ki-Hoon K O R 1:34.57
2 VUILLERMIN Mirko K O R 43.47 2 CHAE Ji-Hoon KOR 1:34.92
3 GOOCH Nicholas GBR 43.68 3 GAGNON Marc CAN 1:33.03
4 GAGNON Marc CAN 52.74 4 TERAO Satoru JPN 1:33.39
5 BLACKBURN Frederic CAN 44.97 5 LEE Jun-Ho K O R 1:44.99
6 LEE Jun-Ho KOR 45.13 6 CAMPBELL Derrick CAN
7 JOHANSSON Martin SWE 45.24 7 GOOCH Nicholas GBR
8 BRADBURY Steven AUT 45.33 8 BLACKBURN Frederic CAN
9 ELGETUN Bjornar N O R 9 GABEL Andrew USA
1O NIZIELSKI Richard AUS 45.57 10 FLAIM Eric USA 1:29.70

O R
5000 M RELAY
1 CARNINO Maurizio

CATTANI Diego
FAGONE Orazio
HERRNHOF Hugo
VUILLERMIN Mirko 7:11.74

7:13.37

7:13.68

7:19.11

7:24.29

DISQ.

2 BARTZ Randall
COYLE John
FLAlM Eric
GABEL Andrew
GOSKOWICZ Anthony

I T A

USA

AUS

CAN

5 AKASAKA Yuichi
IMAI Hideto
SHIHARA Tatsuyoshi
TERAO Satoru
UEMATSU Jun

6 CARLSEN Oystein
ELGETUN Bjornar
ELVEBAKKEN Gisle
KLEVSTUEN Tore
STAUBO Morten

7 KONG Xin
LI Jiajun
LI Lianli
YANG He
ZHANG Hongbo

JPN

N O R

CHN3 BRADBURY Steven
HANSEN Kieren
KAH John
MURTHA Andrew
NIZIELSKI Richard

4 BLACKBURN Frederic
CAMPBELL Derrick
GAGNON Marc
GOUGH Stephen
MOURAUX Denis

8 BIGGS Matthew N Z L
MCMILLEN Michael
NICHOLSON Andrew Thomas
NICHOLSON Christopher

7:20.40 SMITH Tony Lee DISQ.

THE COMPETITION
Speed skating on a short track - short track for speed skating - was first included as an Olympic event in Albertville in
1992. It differs from speed skating in several ways, especially where the length of the track and the skater's equipment
are concerned. There is also a relay event in short track speed skating. The races always take place on an oval track which
has a total length per round of 111.12 metres. The competitors skate around the track counter-clockwise so that they
always have the inside lane on the inside lane on their left-hand side. All competitors start at the same time and may overtake each other
at any point during the race, but the skater who overtakes is responsible for ensuring no collisions occur. If a skater
is lapped by one round, they may be directed to the outer lane for the rest of the race. If a skater is lapped by two
rounds, they are usually taken out of the race. Four skaters start in each heat over the Olympic distances. A special
feature of the Olympic Games is that there must be two finals, an "A final" and a "B final", in order to award all the
Olympic points. Women race over a distance of 500 metres in the individual event and over 3,000 metres in the
relay race, whereas men cover 1,000 metres in the individual event and 5,000 metres in the relay. In the Relay, each
team consists of four members plus one reserve. The changeover takes place by means of touching and can occur
at any time in the race except during the last two rounds.
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Ski jumping

L Y S G A A R D S B A K K E N E
Jens Weissflog of Germany is the
Sarajevo champion who did pull off
gold in Lillehammer. Two. In the
individual K120, with a marvellous
final jump of 133m, he beat the fa-
vourite, the 1993 world champion
Espen Bredesen of Norway, who had
jumped 135.9m to his 129.5m in the
first round but could only manage
122m in the second. “I didn‘t lose gold
today, I won silver. Jens was the better
man” said Bredesen, who ended up
with 266.5 points to the German’s
274.5. Andreas Goldberger of Austria
took the bronze to complete an
unsurprising podium. the three men
shared the World Cup events. But it
was a long way from Albertville,
where Weissflog, world champion in
1985 and 1989, had failed to master
the new V-style, along with
Bredesen, who finished last, earning
the name of Espen the Eagle from the
Norwegians, a reference to the hap-
less Eddie in Calgary.
It looked certain that the Japanese
would win their third-ever gold at the
Winter Games when their ski-jump-
ing team built up a big 55.1 point lead
before the final jump. Then,
Weissflog did the best jump of the
day, 135.5m, for the Germans. Then,
right behind him, Masahiko Harada
of Japan seemed to die in the air,
jumping the shortest distance of any
jumper in the top eight teams, 97.5m.
He stayed crouched down on his skis,
covering his eyes and ears in misery,
before being hauled up by his team-
mates. “‘Perhaps I was thinking too
much about the gold medal. Maybe I
was too conservative. Maybe I wanted
it too much. ” A similar problem for
the 17-year old Norwegian Roar
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THE COMPETITION
Ski jumping featured on the programme of the very first Olympic Winter Games in Chamonix in 1924. At that time,
the longest jump measured 49 metres.
Since 1964, competitions have been held on both large hill and a normal hill, and in 1988 the team event was
included in the programme. The two hills which are used in the competition are the 90 metre hill (K 90) and the 120 
metre hill (K 120), also respectively referred to us the normal hill and the large hill. The critical point (K) indicates 
the and of the landing slope. The result in ski jumping is based on points for both style and distance, and each jumper  
participates in two rounds, both of which count. The points for distance are computed from the length of the jump
relative to piont K. The points are calculated on the basis of the points awarded by five judges.
Up to 20 points may be awarded based on a combined evaluation of take-off, flight and landing. The highest and 
lowest points are deleted and the three remaining scores are added together to arrive at the result.
In the team event, each nation may enter four competitors, all of whom jump twice. The results are arrived at by adding
the total number of points for all the jumpers from each nation in each round.

8 9 8 . 8 MEGLIC Robert

10 TAELLBERG Staffan SWE
MARTINSSON Mikael
RASMUSSEN Johan

8 8 9 . 5 JOHANSSON Fredrik

Results Ski jumping
K90 SKI JUMPING individual
1 BREDESEN   Espen
2 OTTESEN  Lasse
3 THOMA Dieter
4 WElSSFLOG   Jens
5 KASAI Noriaki

K120 SKI JUMPING individual
NOR 2 8 2 . 0 1 WEISSFLOG Jens G E R
NOR 2 6 8 . 0 2 BREDESEN Espen N O R
G E R 2 6 0 . 5 3 GOLDBERG Andreas A U T
GER 2 6 0 . 0 4 OKABE Takanobu J P N
J P N 2 5 9 . 0 5 SOININEN Jani Markus F I N
F I N 2 5 8 . 5 6 OTTESEN Lasse N O R
AUT 2 5 8 . 0 7 SAKALA Jaroslav C Z E
J P N 2 5 3 . 0 8 NISHIKATA Jinya J P N
J P N 2 5 2 . 0 9 MEGLIC Robert S L O
A U T 2 4 6 . 0 10 MOLLARD Didier F R A

GER 6 DELAUP Steeve F R A
JEAN - PROST Nicolas
DESSUM Nicolas

9 7 0 . 1 MOLLARD Didier

J P N 7 DLUHOS Ladislav C Z E
KROMPLOC Zbynek
PARMA Jir i

9 5 6 . 9 SAKALA Jaroslav

A U T 8 PERTILE  Ivo I T A
CECON Andrea
CECON Roberto

8 9 8 . 8 LUNARDI Ivan

N O R 9 KLADNIK Matjaz
ZUPAN Matjaz

S L O

GOSTISA Samo

6 SOININEN Jani Markus
7 GOLDBERGER Andreas
8 NISHIKATA  Jinya
9 OKABE  Takanobu

10 MOSER Christian

K120 SKI JUMPING team
1 JAEKLE Hansjoerg

DUFFNER  Christof
THOMA Dieter
WEISSFLOG Jens

2 NISHIKATA Jinya
OKABE  Takanobu
KASAI Noriaki
HARADA Mashiko

3 KUTTlN Heinz
MOSER Christian
HORNGACHER Stefan
GOLDBERGER Andreas

4 BERG Oyvind
OTTESEN Lasse
LJOKELSOY  Roar
BREDESEN  Espen

5 YLIPULLI Raimo
VAEAETAEINEN Janne
AHONEN Janne Petteri

F I N

SOININEN Jani Markus

2 7 4 . 5
2 6 6 . 5
2 5 5 . 0
2 4 3 . 5
231.1
2 2 6 . 6
2 2 2 . 0
2 1 8 . 3
2 1 7 . 5
2 1 3 . 3

822.1

800.7

782.3

739.4

653.3
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Ljokelsoy, who lost his team’s lead
against Austria with a jump of 99.5m.
Espen Bredesen’s 131.6m was good,
but not enough to snatch back the
bronze.
In the K90 competition, Bredesen
took the gold with a hill record of
104m on the final jump. “The world
could have fallen apart around me

and I wouldn’t have noticed,” said fourth place. If he had won, he would
Bredesen, who managed five perfect have equalled the record of Matti
style marks into the bargain. It cer- Nykaenen, who had beaten him on
tainly sounded as if it had, with the big hill in Sarajevo: four golds and
30,000 Norwegians cheering him on a silver. But then, the Finn didn’t have
in a sea of flags. His teammate Lasse a ten year gap in between !
Ottensen was second, followed by
Dieter Thoma of Germany, who took
bronze. Weissflog finished up in
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Nordic combined

Takanori Kono slides his way along to a Japanese Nordic combined team win.

BIRKEBEINER   STADIUM claimed only one title since with Tom the last part of the course with a huge
Fred Boerre Lundberg took the Sandberg in Sarajevo. Lundberg won Norwegian flag, finishing 1:17.5 clear
Nordic combined title. It was an im- in style, finishing first in the ski jump- of Takanori Kono of Japan. Bjarte
portant win for the Norwegians, who ing, with distances of 92m and 92.5m, Engen Vik of Norway shared the
had dominated the sport in all but and extending his lead in the 15km honours with the bronze, after Kenji
two Games from 1924 to 1964, but cross-country so far that he could ski Ogiwara, the individual world cham-
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Results Nordic combined
lNDlVlDUAL K9O JUMP + 15 KM CROSS COUNTRY

P o i n t s Points
Jumps Times Jumps Times

I LUNDBERG Fred Borre NOR 247.0 39:07.9 6 KEMPF Hippolyt SUI 2 16.5 39.30.2
2 KONO Takanori JPN 239.5 39:35.4 7 CUENDET Jean-Yves SUI 222.0 40: 17.5
3 ViK Bjarte Engen NOR 240.5 39:43.2 8 ELDEN Trond Einar NOR 201.5 38:07.7
4 OGIWARA Kenji JPN 231.0 39:30.7 9 GUILLAUME Sylvain FRA 202.0 38:18.4
5 MARKVARDT Ago EST 243.5 41:26.8 IO ABE Masashi JPN 207.0 38:55.7

TEAM K90 + 3 X 110 KM RELAY

Points Points
Jumps Times Jumps Times

1 KONO Takanori 6 GUILLAUME Sylvain
ABE Masashi MICHON Stéphane
OGIWARA Kenji JPN 733.5 1:22:51.8 GUY Fabrice FRA 557.5 1:20:53.0

2 APELAND Knut Tore 7 JARRETT John
VIK Bjarte Engen LODWICK Todd
LUNDBERG Fred Borre NOR 672.0 1:22:33.9 HECKMAN Steven USA 602.0 1:25: 10.4

3 KEMPF Hippolyt 8 SARPARANTA Topi
CUENDET Jean-Yves MANTILA Jari
SCHAAD Andreas SUI 643.5 1:23:09.9 NURMELA Tapio FIN 592.0 1:24:32.4

4 FREIMUTH Magnar 9 RlEDELSPERGER Georg
LEVANDI Allar STECHER Mario
MARKVARDT Ago EST 619.0 1:23:35.4 GOTTWALD Felix AUT 609.0 1:27:47.5

5 PANEK Zbynek IO DUFTER Thomas
KUCERA Milan BRAUN Roland
MAKA Frantisek CZE 603.5 1:24:05.9 ABRATIS Thomas GER 595.0 1:26:53.4

THE COMPETITION
The Nordic Combined event is one of the most demanding winter sports disciplines. The competitors must be good
ski jumpers and must also be fast in the cross-country tracks. This discipline has been on the programme since the very
first Olympic Winter Games. A team event has been included on the programme since the Calgary Games in 1988.
The event has appealed far more to the public since the introduction of a pursuit start in the Cross-Country race.
The winner of the Ski Jumping competition starts first and the competitor who crosses the finish line first is the overall
winner of the event. The rules are the same as those that apply to Ski Jumping and Cross-Count skiing. The jumping
event takes place first and is held on the 90 metre hill. Each jumper makes two jumps, both of  which  count. The results
of the jumping determine the starting order in the Cross-Country race, which covers a distance of 15 km. In the Cross-

Combined competition. In the team event, three competitors from each nation start and all three must finish if their
team is to be ranked. The points awarded to each member of the team for his performance in the Ski Jumping event
are added together to determine the starting order in the Cross-Country race, which is organized in the form of a 3
x 10 km Relay. In the Team Event, there are just two rounds of Ski Jumping, both of which count. A pursuit start is
used in the Relay, following a system similar to that used in the individual event. The team that crosses the finishing
line first is the winning team.

Country race, each competitor starts one second later for every 0.15 points he scored less than the winner of the
jumping. The competitor who crosses the finishing line first in the Cross-Country race is the overall winner of the Nordic
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pion, jumped poorly to
finish off the podium.
The Japanese, who have
dominated Nordic com-
bined for the past few years,

The Japanese celebrate their team gold.

came back in force in the
team event, which Kono
and Ogiwara had already
won in Albertville. With
Mashashi Abe, they estab-
lished a virtually unassailable
lead of 5 minutes 7 seconds for
the cross-country after the
jumping round, Kono manag-
ing the longest jump of the
entire competition, 100m, and
Ogiwara 96m. Sure enough, the
Norwegian team of Bjarte Engen

Fred Lundberg wins

Vik, Knut Tore Apeland and
the individual Nordic combined.

Lundberg, could only make up
eighteen seconds on them, finishing
4:49.1 behind for the silver. The have to take into consideration some gold is the beginning of our challenge
bronze was won by the Swiss, with a criticism that the ski-jumpers now for the Nagano Olympics,” said a sat-
team that included the 1988 indi- have it too much of their own way, isfied team official.
vidual Olympic champion Hippolyt helped by recent changes in equip-
Kempf. None of the top teams man- ment and techniques, the Japanese
aged to alter their positions in the were still well deserving of the title. It
cross country. If the FIS will certainly was their first in Lillehammer: “This
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Alpine skiing

KVITFJELL  AND HAFJELL
The 2.9km downhill course on
quartzite-topped Kvitfjell, (the
“Light Peak”), again designed by
the 1972 champion Bernhard Russi,
now has its Tommy Moe Channel.
The 23-year old American became
only the second USA Olympic
downhill champion, following Bill
Johnson in Sarajevo. Moe came

unheralded, as he had never won a
World Cup race, but he was bril-
liantly at ease on the most techni-
cal ly  demanding course s ince
Patscherkofel in Innsbruck in 1976.
It was the closest Olympic margin
of victory: 0.04 seconds, or half a
ski length, behind was Norway’s
Kjetil Andre Aamodt, the nearest a
Scandinavian has ever come to

winning the downhill. With Ed
Podivinsky of Canada finishing
third, skiers from the Alpine coun-
tries failed to get a toehold on the
podium for the first time. Defend-
ing champion Patrick Ortlieb of
Austria finished just out of the med-
als, followed by Marc Girardelli of
Luxembourg, The man most frus-
trated was the current World Cup

Tommy Moe goes for gold in the downhill.
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champion Franz Heinzer of Switzerland, who shot out of a ski almost as
he began. Markus Wasmeier, who was fourth in Albertville, finished a
disappointing 36th in the downhill. “‘I never got depressed....I just forgot
about  tha t  and  l ooked  ahead .
That's what you must do to perform
well,” he said after his victory in the
super-G, In his third Games at thirty
years of age, with his last win back
in 1985 in giant slalom, he had
taken the first German Alpine ski
medal since 1936. Moe finished just
0.08 seconds behind to become the
first American with two Alpine

medals at a Games. Aamodt, the
defending champion, took the
bronze. Girardelli was fourth. In
the closest-ever finish to a giant
slalom � the previous one was 0.04
seconds, when Roger Staub beat
Pepi Stiegler in 1960, Wasmeier
scooped a double, winning in
Hafjell 0.02 seconds ahead of Urs
Kaelin of Switzerland, the 1991
world silver medallist. Christian
Mayer won the bronze, the first
medal for an Austrian team still in shock after the death of
double world champion Ulrike Maier in a downhill crash
on 29th January. Alberto Tomba of Italy, the champion in
1988 and 1992, missed a gate, Girardelli did not finish, the
great all-rounder again unsuccessful at his bid for Olympic
gold. Aamodt, the world cup giant slalom leader, was
twelfth.
In the men’s slalom, Alberto Tomba of Italy was going for
an unprecedented third gold in three Games. But as in
Albertville, he left himself with far too much to do, setting
the pace at no. 1 in the first run 1.84 seconds behind
Thomas Stangassinger of Austria. Well down in twelfth
place, Tomba put in a tremendous effort, for a blistering
second run of 59.33. One after one, the skiers failed to
catch his total of 2:02.17, the drama heightened by four of
the fastest skiers in the first run failing to finish, including

Aamodt Only  the  consistent
Stangassinger clung on to his lead,
by 0.15 seconds. Jure Kosir of
Slovenia got the bronze. Finn Chris-
tian Jagge of Norway, the 1992
champion, finished sixth.
In a l-2-3 for the Norwegians in the
combined, Lasse Kjus, the 1993
world champion, took the gold by
finishing first in the downhill and
seventh in the slalom, ahead of
Kjetil Andre Aamodt and Harald
Christian Strand Nilsen. It was only
the third Winter Olympic skiing
clean sweep by a team since the
Austrians in the women’s downhill
in 1964. “I raced as fast as possible
without taking any chances”, said a
a happy Kjus, the world individual
combined champion, to the strains
of “Seier’n er Var!” “We are the
winners.” There had been immense
pressure on the Norwegian Alpine
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Results Alpine skiing men
DOWNHILL
1 MOE Tommy
2 AAMODT Kjetil Andre
3 PODIVINSKY Edward
4 ORTLIEB Patrick
5 GIRARDELLI Marc
6 BURTIN Nicolas
7 TRlNKL Hannes
8 ALPHAND Luc
9 SKÅRDAL Atle
10 THORSEN Jan Einar

ALPINE COMBINED
1 KJUS Lasse
2 AAMODT Kietil Andre
3 NILSEN Harald Chr. Strand
4 MADER Guenter
5 MOE Tommy
6 ACCOLA Paul
7 KUNC Mitja
8 NYBERG Fredrik
9 GIRARDELLI Marc
10 KOSIR Jure

SLALOM

USA
NOR
CAN
AUT
LUX
FRA
AUT
FRA
NOR
NOR

NOR
NOR
NOR
AUT
USA
SUI
SLO
SWE
LUX
SLO

SUPER G
1:45.75 1 WASMEIER Markus GER 1:32.53
1:45.79 2 MOE Tommy USA 1:32.61
1:45.87 3 AAMODT Kjetil Andre N O R 1:32.93
1:46.01 4 GIRARDELLI Marc LUX 1:33.07
1:46.09 5 PERATHONER Werner ITA 1:33.10
1:46.22 6 SKÅRDAL Atle NOR 1:33.31
1:46.22 7 THORSEN Jan Einar NOR 1:33.37
1:46.25 8 ALPHAND Luc FRA 1:33.39
1:46.29 9 MADER Guenter AUT 1:33.50
1:46.34 10 HANGL Marco SUI 1:33.75

10 HANGL Marco SUI 1:33.75

3:17:53 GIANT SLALOM
3:18:55 1 WASMElER Markus GER 2:52.46
3:19:14 2 KAELIN Urs SUI 2:52.48
3:19:23 3 MAYER Christian AUT 2:52.58
3:19:41 4 THORSEN Jan Einar NOR 2:52.71
3:19:44 5 SALZGEBER Rainer AUT 2:52.87
3:19:55 6 BERGAMELLI Norman ITA 2:53.12
3:20:30 7 KJUS Lasse NOR 2:53.23
3:20:47 8 GSTREIN Bernhard AUT 2:53.35
3:20:58 9 NOBIS Jeremy USA 2:53.60

10 KOENIGSRAINER Gherard ITA 2:53.61

1 STANGASSINGER Thomas
2 TOMBA Alberto
3 KOSIR Jure
4 KUNC Mitja
5 FOGDOE Thomas
6 JAGGE Finn Christian
7 PUCKETT Paul
8 WEISS Angelo
9 STAUB Patrick
10 MIKLAVC Andrej

AUT 2:02.02
ITA  2:02.17
SLO 2:02.53
SLO 2:02.62
SWE 2:02.05
NOR 2:02.19
USA 2:03.47
ITA 2:03.72
SUI 2:04.19
SLO 2:04.35

THE COMPETlTlONS
The Alpine skiing events were first included on the Olympic Programme in 1936 when the first competitions for
men were held. Events for women were introduced in 1948. There are four disciplines for both men and women:
Slalom, Giant Slalom, Super G and Downhill. In addition, there is an Alpine Combined event which includes both
Downhill and Slalom. In the Slalom event the competitors must compete two runs on different courses. The
competitor with the best combined time for the two runs wins.
There are also two runs on different courses in the Giant Slalom.
The Super G is the newest of the Alpine skiing events and was included on the Olympic Programme for the first
time in 1988. This event is something between the Downhill and the Giant Slalom. As is the case in Downhill,
there is only one run in this event. The Alpine Combined consists of both Downhill and Slalom runs. The competition
extends over two days, with the DownhilI on the first day. The course for the Combined Downhill is somewhat shorter
than the ordinary Downhill course, but the competition follows the same rules in other respects.
To determine the final ranking of the competitors, the times of each event are added up.
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skiers to make a good showing in
Lillehammer: worth noting that de-
spite the lack of a gold expected
somewhere, Aamodt’s silver made
him the first Alpine skier to collect
five medals at the Games.
The USA team, mocked by ‘Sports
Illustrated’ before the Games as
“the snowplow brigade”, seemed to
be on a roll when Diann Roffe-
Steinrotter took became the su-
per-G champion, the first American
woman to win a medal in the event.
She was unfancied beforehand -
she had not won a race for nine

years, and her silver in Albertville
had been in the giant slalom, but
she raced inspired by Moe: “He
wasn't a favourite coming in but be
skied brilliantly and l said “I can do
that too.” The first skier, she had a
long wait before celebrating her
gold, during which nine skiers
failed to finish, including the main
contender Katja Seizinger of Ger-
many, the world champion in 1993
who had won bronze in Albertville.
Svetlana Gladischeva, bronze med-
allist in the downhill at the 1991
world championships, caused a
late surprise at number 34, coming
in 0.29 seconds behind Roffe to win
the first Russian Alpine medal. An
achievement even greater when
remembering that the only athlete
from the former USSR to win a
medal i n  A l p i n e  s k i i n g  w a s
Yevgenya Sidorova,  who took
bronze in the Cortina slalom.
Gladisheva edged Isolde Kostner,
at eighteen one of the rising young
generation of Italians, into bronze
position.
Seizinger roared back to win the
gold in the downhill, leading all the
way and praising the course which

Markus Wasmeier.

the top women had insisted be
moved from Hafjell to the same site
as the men’s: “It was really a great
course for the Olympic Games. It
was a technical course; it absolutely
wa s  no t  dange rou s . ”  Another
American found success, Picabo
Street taking silver, Kostner another
bronze. Defending champion
Kerrin Lee-Gartner of Canada came
nineteenth.
In the women’s combined, Street
finished first in the downhill part
after Seizinger was disqualified.
She had won silver in the 1993
world championships but new
rules introduced this year, calculat-
ing placings by adding times of the
one downhill and two slalom runs,
rather than the previous points sys-
tem, favoured slalom specialists,
which gave the European skiers a
chance to reassert themselves.
Pernilla Wiberg, the 1992 giant
slalom champion took the gold, her
fifth place and 0.21 second advan-
tage from the downhill over Vreni
Schneider of Switzerland proving
crucial. It was the first medal in
Lillehammer of the Games for the
Swedish and Swiss teams. Alenka
Dovzan skied a fast  f inal  run
to overtake the Italian Morena
Gallizio to win bronze for the
promising Slovenians.
In the giant s la lom, Deborah
Compagnoni of Italy, the 1992
super-G champion, made up for
her bad injury in the event in

P. 166: Thomas Stangassinger.
Tommy Moe with Kjetil Andre

Aamodt and Edward Podivinsky.
Clean sweep for the Norwegians in the

men’s combined.

P 167: Giant slalom medallists :
Markus Wasmeier with

Urs Kaelin and Christain Mayer.

P. 169: Deborath Compagnoni,
Katja Koren of Slovenia,

Seizinger, Street and Kostner,
Picabo Street.
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Results women ALPINE COMBlNE
1 WlBERG Pernilla SWE 3:05.16

DOWNHILL 2 SCHNEIDER Vreni SUI 3:05.29
1 SEIZINGER Katja GER 1:35.93 3 DOVZAN Alenka SLO 3:06.64
2 STREET Picabo USA 1:36.59 4 GALLIZlO Morena ITA 3:06.71
3 KOSTNER Isolde lTA 1:36.85 5 ERTL Martina GER 3:08.78
4 ERTL Martina GER 1:37.10 6 KOREN Katja SLO 3:09.59
5 PACE Catherine CAN 1:37.17 7 MASNADA Florence FRA 3:10.02
6 SUCHET Melanie FRA 1:37.34 8 GERG Hilde GER 3:10.10
7 LINDH Hilary USA 1:37.44 9 VOGT Miriam GER 3:10.14
8 ZELENSKAIA Varvara RUS 1:37.48 10 STREET Picabo USA 3:10.15
9 WIBERG Pernilla SWE 1:37.61
10 KOREN Katja SCO 1:37.69 SLALOM

1 SCHNElDER Vreni S U I  1 :56.01
SUPER G 2 EDER Elfriede AUT 1:56.35
1 ROFFE Diann USA 1:22.15 3 KOREN Katja S L O  1:56.61
2 GLADISCHEVA Svetlana RUS 1:22.44 4 WIBERG Pernilla SWE 1:56.68
3 KOSTNER Isolde ITA 1:22.45 5 ZlNGRE Gabriela SUI  1:57.8
4 WIBERG Pernilla SWE 6 VON GRUENIGEN Christine SUI  1:57.867:22.67
5 GALLlZlO Morena ITA 1:22.73 7 SERRA Roberta ITA 1:57.88
6 GUTENSOHN Katharina GER 1:22.84 8 HROVAT Urska SLO 1:58.07
7 KOREN Katja SLO

CAN
1:22.96 9 GALLlZIO Morena ITA 1:58.19

8 LEE-GARTNER Kerrin 1:22.98 10 COMPAGNONI Deborah ITA 1:58.26
9 WACHTER Anita AUT 1:23.01
10 NOBIS Shannon USA 1:23.02

GIANT SLALOM
1 COMPAGNONI Deborah ITA 2:30.97
2 ERTL Martina GER 2:32.19
3 SCHNEIDER Vreni SUl 2:32.97
4 WACHTER Anita AUT 2:33.06
5 MERLE Carole FRA 2:33.44
6 TWARDOKENS Eva USA 2:34.41
7 MAGONI Lara ITA 2:34.67
8 KJORSTAD Marianne NOR 2:34.79
9 ZELLER-BAEHLER Heidi SUI 2:35.14
10 MEIER-HOECK Christina GER 2:35.22

Albertville, winning easily with first
places in both runs. She was the
only Alpine champion in Albertville
to win gold in Lillehammer, albeit
in a different event. Martina Ertl of
Germany took the silver. Vreni
Schneider of Switzerland the
bronze. In the slalom. after a fifth
place first run, Schneider, the win-
ner of five out of eight World Cup
slaloms this season, did the fastest
time in the second to beat the
Austrian Eder by 0.34. With her

slalom and giant slalom wins in
Calgary,  she became the f irst
woman to win three Alpine golds,
Eighteen-year-old Katja Koren of
Slovenia, who started 33rd, man-
aged the best time in the first run,
0.05 ahead of Wiberg, finally push-
ing her into fourth position. She
and Dovzan rolled in the snow
together in delight.

Diann Roffe, Super G champion,
with Svetlana Gladischeva and Isolde

Kostner.
P. 171: Vreni Schneider,

Pernila Wiberg,
Diann Roffe.
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Freestyle skiing

LILLEHAMMER OLYMPIC PARK
Edgar Grospiron of France, the first
moguls champion in Albertville,
wanted his name down in its young
Olympic history as a double gold
medallist. But it was a skier inspired
by him 21-year old Canadian Jean-
Luc Brassard, who came seventh in
1992, who made his mark: “I used to
try and beat Edgar Grospiron every
weekend.” Brassard’s slower speed,

Below, Andreas Schoenbaechler,
aerials champion.
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Results Freestyle skiing men
MOGULS AERIALS
1 BRASSARD Jean - Luc CAN 27.24 1 SCNOENBAECHLER Andreas SUI 234.67
2 SHOUPLETSOV Serguei RUS 26.90 2 LAROCHE Philippe CAN 228.63
3 GROSPIRON Edgar FRA 26.64 3 LANGLOIS Lloyd C A N 222.44
4 COTTE Olivier FRA 25.79 4 CAPICIK Andrew C A N 219.07
5 PAEAEJAERVI Joergen SWE 25.51 5 WORTHINGTON Trace USA 218.19
6 ALLAMAND Olivier FRA 25.28 6 FONTAINE Nicholas C A N 210.81
7 SMART John CAN 24.96 7 BERGOUST Eric USA 210.48
8 BENSON Troy USA 24.86 8 JOHANSSON Mats SWE 207.52
9 LAHTELA Janne Petteri F IN 24.78 9 BACQlUN Jean-Marc FRA 196.88
10 THULlN Fredrik SWE 24.50 10 COBBlNG Richard G B R 196.58

Edgar Grospiron, bronze medallist in the 
moguls, left.
Jean-Luc Brassard, on his way to moguls victory. 
Men's aerials podium.
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THE COMPETITIONS
Freestyle appeared on the programme of the Winter Olympic Games for the very first time in ALBERTVILLE IN 1992.
Freestyle consists of three disciplines - Aerials, Ballet and Moguls. Aerials and Moguls will be Olympic events during
Lilllehammer 1994. In the moguls event, each competitor must descend a 250 metre long, steep slope which is evenly
covered with moguls or hard-packed mounds of snow. Time, technique and the performance of the jumps are all
important for the results. Technique counts for 50% of the final score, two jumps, which must be performed en route,
count for 25%, and time counts for the remaining 25%. There are seven judges who award points, five of whom judge
technique and the two jumps. Technique includes good body position, sharp turns with good ground contact, correct
use of poles, good absorption, good control and aggressiveness on the course. The competitor may choose to perform
the two jumps at any time on the course. Both jumps must display height and flight. IN the preliminary rounds, the
Moguls competitors perform one at a time. The sixteen best men and the sixteen best women qualify to go on to a
final which is carried out in the same way as the preliminary rounds.
The Aerials competition will take place in a small jumping hill where both the inrun area and the landing slope are
approximately 30 metres. In the intersection between the inrun and the landing slope - the table -  there are a number
of uprights of differing sizes, 120 cm to 320 cm high. The athletes must complete two different jumps, both of which
may include, for example, somersaults and twists. There are seven judges, two of which judge the competitor's landing
and five his or her take-off and style in the air as well as the height and length of the jump. The lowest and highest scores are cancelled
scores are cancelled, and the result is based on two runs.

worth only a quarter of marks, was
compensated for by his technique in
the turns, which brought him three
perfect scores, and his jumps.
Grospiron, who did the fastest time,
was edged out of the silver position
by the Russian Sergei Shupletsov.
The women’s champion in Albert-
ville, Donna Weinbrecht, also failed
to defend her title, a mistake relegat-
ing her to sixth place. The Norwegian
Stine Hattestad was slightly ahead
of the American Liz McIntyre, who
came sixth in Albertville, for the
silver.
In the first Olympic aerials competi-
tion, LinaTcherjazova, the reigning

world champion barely qualified
when she crashed a rare triple somer-
sault on her first try, although she
landed it on her second. In the final,
she managed the most difficult jump,
but landed badly on her second, with
an agonizing wait for eleven other
skiers’ jumps to know she had the
gold, the first for Uzbekistan. The
Swiss Andreas Schoenbaechler
did two of the best jumps of the
competition for his win in the men’s
aerials. Canadians Philippe Laroche
and Lloyd Langlois followed in silver
and bronze position.

Freestyle skiing women
MOGULS
1 HATTESTAD Stine Lise
2 MCINTYRE Elizabeth
3 KOJEVNIKOVA Elizaveta
4 MONOD Raphaelle
5 GILG Candice
6 MITTERMAYER Tatjana
7 WEINBRECHT Donna
8 BATTELLE Ann
9 THOMAS Bronwen
10 MARCIANDI Silvia

NOR
USA
RUS
FRA
FRA
GER
USA
USA
CAN
ITA

25.97 1 TCNERJAZOVA Lina
25.89 2 LINDGREN Marie
25.81 3 LID Hilde Synnove
25.17 4 SCHMID Maja
24.82 5 SHERSTNYOVA N.
24.43 6 MARSHALL Kirstie
24.38 7 EVANS Tracy
23.71 8 OLIVlER Caroline
23.57 9 SlMCHEN Elfie
23.36 10 RAKOVICH Julia

AERIALS
UZB 166.84
SWE 165.88
NOR 164.13
SUI 156.90
UKR 154.88
AUS 150.76
USA 139.77
CAN 138.96
GER 136.46
BLR 135.53

174



P. 174: Lina Tcherjazova, Marie Lindgren and Hilde Synove Lid
aerials medallists.
Above: Synnove Hilde Lid.
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Nordic skiing

Lyubov Egorova, the greatest Nordic ski champion.

BlRKEBElNER STADlUM
Thirty-one year old Manuela Di
Centa of Italy was a beaming first
champion at the Games, after win-
ning the 15km in the Birkebeiner
Stadium. As well she might be, for it
had been a long Olympic wait for
her: 24th in the 5km in Sarajevo, 6th
in the 20km in 1988 and in the 30km
in 1992, a decade of doggedly trying
to win a major competition, re-
warded by her best-ever season this
year. “Volare, volare,” she said to
explain her one minute seventeen

second lead over the Russian
Lyubov Egorova, “I just felt like I was
f l y ing . ”  Fe l low Rus s i an  Nina
Gavriluk beat another Italian,
Stefania Belmondo for the bronze.
Egorova, who had won three golds
and two silvers in Albertville, came
back on top in the 5km classic
technique, the cross-country sprint,
finishing nearly twenty seconds
ahead of Di Centa. The bronze med-
allist was also multi-medalled, but
38 year old Maria-Liisa Kirvesniemi,
née Hämäläinen, had won her three

golds in Sarajevo, and a team bronze
in Calgary. After failing to reach the
podium two years ago, her triumph
was especially sweet. The 5km race
determines the starting positions in
the 10km freestyle pursuit. Although
Di Centa managed to reduce
Egorova’s twenty-second start to just
over eight seconds at the finish, the
Russian was unstoppable in defend-
ing the title she had been the first to
win in Albertville. Then she re-
peated her 1992 relay success by
anchoring the Russian team to vic-
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Results Manuela Di Centa.

Nordic skiing women

5 KM CLASSIC TECHNIQUE
1 EGOROVA Ljubov RUS 14:08.8
2 Dl CENTA Manuela ITA 14:28.3
3 KIRVESNIEMI Marja-Liisa F IN 14:36.O
4 MOEN Anita N O R 14:39.4
5 NYBRATEN lnger Helene N O R 14:43.6
6 LAZUTINA Larissa RUS 14:44.2
7 DYBENDAHL Trude N O R 14:48.1
8 NEUMANNOVA Katerina CZE 14:49.6
9 MAEAETTAE Pirkko FIN 14:51.5
10 ORDINA Antonina SWE 14:59.2

5 KM + 10 KM PURSUIT FREE TECHNIQUE
1 EGOROVA Ljubov RUS 41:38.1
2 DI CENTA Manuela ITA 41:46.4
3 BELMONDO Stefania ITA 42:21.1
4 LAZUTlNA Larissa RUS 42:36.6
5 GAVRILUK Nina RUS 42:36.9
6 NEUMANNOVA Katerina CZE 42:49.8
7 DYBENDAHL Trude NOR 42:50.2
8 MOEN Anita NOR 43:21.2
9 ORDINA Antonina SWE 43:31.5
10 VILLENEUVE Sophie FRA 43:36.8

6 FRITHlOFF Anna
OESTLUND M. Helene
FRITZON A. Lena
ORDINA Antonina

7 BALAZOVA Lubomira
BUKAJOVA Jaroslava
KUTLlKOVA Tatiana
HAVRANCIKOVA Alezbeta

8 MACIUSZEK Michalina
RUCHALA Magorbzata
KWANSY Dorota
BOCEK Bernadetta

9 VONDROVA Martina
ZELINGEROVA lveta
NEUMANNOVA Katerina
CHROUSTOVSKA Lucie

10 WILSON Laura
KEMPPEL Nina
MCCABE Laura
THOMPSON Leslie

4 X 5 KM RELAY
1          RUS
2        NOR
3               ITA
4         FIN
5              SUI
6           SWE
7         SVK
8            POL
9       CZE
1 0  U S A

57:12.5
57:42.6
58:42.6
59:15.9
1:00:05.1
1:00:05.8
1:01:00.2
1:01:13.2
1:02:02.1
1:02:28.4

15 KM  -  FREE TECHNIQUE
1 DI CENTA Manuela
2 EGOROVA Ljubov
3 GAVRILUK Nina
4 BELMONDO Stefania
5 LAZUTINA Larissa
6 VAELBE Elena
7 ORDINA Antonina
8 HAVRANCIKOVA Alzbeta
9 VILLENEUVE Sophie
10 MOEN Anita

30 KM CLASSlC TECHNIQUE
1 Dl CENTA Manuela
2 WOLD Marit
3 KIRVESNlEMI Maria-Liisa
4 DYBENDAHL Trude
5 EGOROVA Ljubov
6 VAELBA Elena
7 NYBRATEN Inger Helene
8 ROLIG Marjut
9 NAGEJKINA Svetlana
10 MOEN Anita

1 VAELBE Elena
LAUTINA Larissa
GAVRILUK Nina
EGOROVA Ljubov

2 DYBENTAHL Trude
NYBRATEN I. Helene
NILSEN Elin
MOEN Anita

3 VANZETTA Bice
DI CENTA Manuela
PARUZZI Gabriella
BELMONDO Stefania

4 MAEAETTAE Pirkko
KIRVESNIEMI M.L.
LAHTINEN Merja
ROLIG Marjut

5 HONEGGER Sylvia
SCHWAGER Silke
METTLER Barbara
ALBRECHT Brigitte
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ITA 39:44.5
RUS 41:03.0
RUS 41:10.4
ITA 41:33.6
RUS 41:57.6
RUS 42:26.6
SWE 42:29.1
SVK 42:34.4
FRA 42:41.3
NOR 42:42.9

ITA 1:25:41.6
N O R 1:25:57.8
FIN 1:26:13.6
NOR 1:26:52.6
RUS 1:26:54.8
RUS 1:26:57.4
NOR 1:27:11.2
FIN 1:27:51.4
RUS 1:27:57.2
NOR 1:28:18.1
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tory. The Norwegian women were a
second ahead of the Russians going
into the last leg, but Egorova stead-
ily built up a 30.1 second lead. The
Italians, thanks to excellent legs by
Di Centa and Belmondo, won the
bronze, ahead of the Finnish team.
In equalling the record of the USSR
speedskater Lydia Skovlikova, who
won six golds in 1960 and 1964,
Egorova also became Nordic ski-
ing’s most successful Olympian.
The record for the most medals in
the cross country, ten, however,
remains with her former teammate
Raisa Smetanina after Egorova had
her only failure to win a medal in ten
races when she finished fifth in the
30km. Di Centa led from the start,

beating the Norwegian Marit Wold
by 16.2 seconds to win her fifth
medal in her fifth event, more than
any other athlete in Lillehammer,
proof that she is an athlete able to
shine at all distances, and in both
free and classical styles. Marja-Liisa
Kirvesniemi won another bronze.
In the men’s competition, Norwe-
gians felt sure of a one-two in the
men’s 30km free technique. But they
got it the wrong way round: with
22 year old Thomas Alsgaard up-
setting Bjorn Daehlie, who won sil-
ver in the event and three golds in
Albertville. The Finn Myllyla took
the bronze. Vladimir Smirnov of
Kazakhstan, winner of five out of six
World Cup races this season, came
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in tenth, rather unsettled by the
-20 degrees temperature.
Cheered by a capacity crowd of
31,000 in the Birkebeiner Stadium, in
the men’s 10km Daehlie had what
the best classical race of his life,
holding off Smirnov, who was only
1.7 seconds behind at the halfway
stage, by 18 seconds. Smirnov, who
had narrowly finished second to
Daehlie in the 1993 world champi-
onships, had to be content with
winning the first medal for
Kazakhstan. “It's not perfect, because
I have enough silver medals, but I am
satisfied.” Marco Albarello of Italy
took the bronze. Daehlie became
the most successful man in Olympic
cross-country skiing when he won
his second gold in the 15km pursuit
race, again beating Smirnov into sec-
ond place. “The fans were amazing;
unbelievable. They were so noisy I

Silvio Fauner after overtaking Bjorn Daehlie in the relay.
Bjorn Daehlie, inset. Bjorn Daehlie crosses the 10km classic finish.



cou ldn ’ t  f e e l  o r  h ear  my  own
breath.”
No single event meant as much to
the cross-country-mad Norwegians
as the men’s 4 x 10 km relay: spec-
tators were estimated at 150,000,
some camping in the forest over-
night to get a place along the tracks.
Their team had won in Albertville.
With Daehlie and Alsgaard joined by
Vegard Ulvang, who won three titles
in 1992, and Sture Sivertsen, how
could the favourites lose? The Ital-
ians stuck close. Forty-three year old
Maurizio De Zolt got them off to a
great start, handing over just 10
seconds behind the Norwegians to
Albarello, who caught up Ulvang.
Vanzetta stuck with Alsgaard, to set
Silvio Fauner up for the final leg. In
the most exciting finish, Silvio
Fauner won the tactical battle, over-
taking Daehlie, who desperately
tried to overtake back right up to the
line, but he could not match the
Italian’s well-known strong kick at
the end. There were 0.04 seconds
between them, for a reversal of the
result in the 1993 men’s world cham-
pionships. The revitalized Italian
cross country team had claimed its
first men’s medal since Franco
Nones’ in 1968. De Zolt finally had
the gold medal he had been chasing
since the age of 27.
The home crowd flocked again to
watch the final skiing event of the
Games, the 50km individual cross-
country. They had plenty of their
own contenders, including Daehlie,
the defending champion, but real-
ized that it was Smirnov’s last chance
to win Olympic gold. The current
World Cup leader, he now had four
si lvers  and two bronzes from
Calgary and Lillehammer, and just
one major title, the 30km in the 1989
world championships. The Norwe-
gians also understood, as experts in
their sport, that this was not his
favoured event, as his finish tended
to fade, giving him a previous best
result of 7th. Smirnov is well-
known in Norway, not least for

losing a photo-finish to Daehlie in
the 1993 world championships, after
which he received lots of paper
gold medals by post. So the Norwe-
gians cheered him on to a real one,
as he posted the fastest times at all
but the first checkpoint. The Finn
Myllylae came in second, the Nor-
wegian Sivertsen pipping his fa-
mous teammate Daehlie for the

bronze. “Heia Smirre” sang the
crowd, and you could not find any-
one who would have wished any
other champion. “I am disappointed
for myself; but the best thing about
today is that Vladimir finally did it,”
said the Norwegian hero Ulvang.
“The perfect end to a great Olym-
pics,” agreed the Prime Minister Mrs
Gro Harlem Brundtland.

Vladimir Smirnov, above.

Maurizio De Zolt gets off to a good start for Italy
in the relay.

179



XVII OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES

Results Nordic skiing men
1OKM - CLASSIC TECHNIQUE 4 X 1OKM RELAY
1 DÆHLIE Bjorn NOR 24:20.1 1 DE ZOLT Maurilio ITA
2 SMIRNOV Vladimir KAZ 24:38.3 ALBARELLO Marco
3 ALBARELLO Marco ITA 24:42.3
4 BOTVlNOV Mikhail

VANZETTA Giorgio
RUS 24:58.9 FAUNER Silvio 1:41:15.0

5 SIVERTSEN Sture NOR 24:59.7
6 MYLLYLAE Mika FIN 25:05.3 2 IVERTSEN Sture N O R
7 ULVANG Vegard NOR 25:08.0
8 FAUNER Silvio

ULVANG Vegard
ITA 25:08.1 ALSGAARD Thomas

9 KIRVESNIEMI Harri FIN 25:13.2 DAEHLIE Bjorn 1:41:15.4
10 STADLOBER Alois AUT 25:25.4

3 MYLLYLAE Mika FIN
10 KM + 15 KM PURSUIT FREE TECHNIQUE KIRVESNIEMI Harri
1 DAEHLlE Bjorn NOR 1:00:08.8 RAESAENEN Jari
2 SMIRNOV Vladimir KAZ 1:00:38.0 ISOMETSAE Jari 1:42:15.6
3 FAUNER Silvio ITA 1:O1:48.6
4 MYLLYLAE Mika FIN 1:01:55.9 4 REIN Torald GER
5 BOTVINOV Mikhail RUS 1:01:57.8 BEHLE Jochen
6 RAESAENEN Jari FIN 1:02:03.7 SCHLlCKENRlEDER Peter
7 SIVERTSEN Sture NOR 1:02:09.7 MUEHLEGG Johann 1:44:26.7
8 MUEHLEGG Johann GER 1:02:31.2
9 VANZETTA Giorgio ITA 1:02:31.6
10 ALBARELLO Marto ITA 1:02:34.1 5 KIRILLOV Andrei RUS

PROKOUROROV Alexei
30 KM - FREE TECHNIQUE LAZUTIN Gennadi
1 ALSGAARD Thomas NOR 1:12:26.4 BOTVINOV Mikhail 1:44:29.2
2 DAEHLIE Bjorn NOR 1:13:13.6
3 MYLLYLAE Mika FIN 1:14:14.5 6 OTTOSSON Jan SWE
4 BOTVINOV Mikhail RUS 1:14:43.3 MAJBAECK Christer
5 DE ZOLT Maurilio ITA 1:14:55.5 BERGSTROEM Anders
6 ISOMETSAE Jari FIN 1:15:12.5 FORSBERG Henrick 1:45:22.7
7 FAUNER Silvio ITA 1:15:27.7
8 KRISTIANSEN Egil N O R 1:15:37.7 7 WIGGER Jeremias SUI
9 MUEHLEGG Johann GER 1:15:42.8 DIETHELM Hans
10 SMIRNOV Vladimir K A Z 1:16:01.8 CAPOL Juerg

GUIDON Giachem 1:47:12.2
50 KM - CLASSIC TECHNIQUE
1 SMIRNOV Vladimir K A Z 2 : 0 7 : 2 0 . 3 8 BUCHTA Labomir CZE
2 MYLLYLAE Mika FIN 2 : 0 8 : 4 1 . 9 KORUNKA Vaclav
3 SIVERTSEN Sture NOR 2 : 0 8 : 4 9 . 0 TEPLY Jiri
4 DAEHLIE Bjorn NOR 2 : 0 9 : 1 1 . 4 BENC Pavel 1:47:12.6
5 JEVNE Erling N O R 2 : 0 9 : 1 2 . 2
6 MAJBAECK Christer SWE 2:10:03.8 9 IVANOV Nikolai K A Z
7 DE ZOLT Maurilio ITA 2 : 1 0 : 1 2 . 1 KOROLEV Pavel
8 VANZETTA Giorgio ITA 2:10:16.4 NEVZOROV Andrei
9 BOTVINOV Mikhail RUS 2 : 1 0 : 1 8 . 9 RIABININE Pavel 1:47:41.3
10 ULVANG Vegard NOR 2:1O:40.0

10 SANCHEZ Philippe FRA
REMY Patrick
BALLAND Hervé
AZAMBRE Stéphane 1:48:25.1
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THE COMPETITION

skiing.  During Lillehammer '94 there were events for both techniques.
During
was introduced. The Pursuit Start is a start procedure used in the second of

the Olympic Winter Games in Albertville in 1992, the Pursuit Start

in Lillehammer in 1994. According to the rules, one third of a cross-country
course must be uphill with a climb of 9 to 18%, on e third downhill and one
third accross flat or undulating terrain. There has been a major development
in crosscountry techniques in recent years. Until the World Championships
in Seefeldt in 1985, one technique only, the classical technique, was used
in competitions. Now, however, the faster skating technique, or free
technique as it is known. is well established in the world of competitive

Cross country skiing is one of the classical events of the Olympic Winter
Games, even though the discipline has changed greatly in character with
time. The competitor’s aim is still to be the fastest to cover a distance on skis,
but the equipment, techniques and distances have changed over the years.
The transition from wooden to fibre glass skis in the 1970s represented an
equipment “revolution”. There is only one event which is truly classical -the
50 kilometre race. This event was on the Programme of the first Olympic
Winter Games in Chamonix in 1924 and was featured on the Programme

two races which are combined yet run on two separate days.
In the first race, the classical technique is used over a distance of 5 km for
women and 10 km for men. The winner of this race starts first on the  second
day in a free-technique race which is 10 km for women and 15 km for men.
The competitors start with a handicap equivalent to the time difference in the
first race. The first competitor to cross t e finishing line in the second race
is the winner.

The crowd of Norwegian spectators.

Skiers' all-out effort.
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