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	Monday, February 13, 2006

SAN JOSE, Calif. (PDF Solutions, Inc.)


	Executive to Help Drive Continued Growth at PDF



PDF Solutions, Inc. (Nasdaq: PDFS) named semiconductor industry executive Dr. Mehrdad Nikoonahad vice president, Business Development.  PDF Solutions helps the world's semiconductor companies increase the manufacturability and yield of integrated circuits (ICs) at the most advanced process nodes.



"Mehrdad is an innovator at the forefront of business and technology in the semiconductor industry," said John Kibarian, president and CEO of PDF Solutions, Inc.  "He knows first-hand the challenges our customers face, and can bring them a wealth of knowledge on gaining competitive advantage through improved manufacturing and increased yield."



 "As the world leader in yield and manufacturability solutions for semiconductor manufacturers, PDF Solutions is the ideal match for my knowledge and expertise," said Nikoonahad.  "I am excited to join PDF to work with the world's top semiconductor companies in their adoption of yield enhancement as a strategic business tool." 



About Dr. Mehrdad Nikoonahad 

Nikoonahad joined PDF Solutions from his position as president of Nikoonahad Consulting in Menlo Park, Calif., a firm providing business and technical advisory services to the investment community and companies in the semiconductor equipment, nanotech, electronic design for manufacturing (DFM) and design for yield (DFY), and other technology sectors. 



Before that, he was the vice-president of technology for Strategic Business Development at KLA-Tencor Corporation of San Jose, Calif., where he was involved with strategic merger and acquisition activity in the areas of inspection and metrology for silicon processing, photonic devices, and micro-electromechanical systems (MEMS).  He also served as an advisor to the KT Venture Group and as a member of the corporate patent review committee.  Before this, Nikoonahad was a division vice-president for technology and led numerous research and development teams for inspection, thin film, CD, and overlay measurement, and CMP end-pointing technologies for silicon processing.  In his early days at Tencor Instruments, Dr. Nikoonahad helped lead the development of a wafer inspection platform, the AIT darkfield laser-scanning system, which became a flagship product for Tencor and subsequently KLA-Tencor. 


 
Previously, Dr. Nikoonahad was principal investigator on several research and development projects for NASA and the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH).  He began his career with Philips Research in New York as a Senior Member of the Technical Staff. 



Dr. Nikoonahad received B.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in Electronic Engineering from the University of London, England, and completed business courses at Stanford University, Palo Alto, Calif.  A Senior Member of the IEEE, he is the author of more than 50 scientific papers and  a named inventor on more than 80 patents and patent applications.  



About PDF Solutions 

PDF Solutions, Inc. (Nasdaq: PDFS) is the leading provider of process-design integration technologies for manufacturing integrated circuits (ICs).  PDF Solutions software, methodologies, and services enable semiconductor companies to create IC designs that can be more easily manufactured using manufacturing processes that are more capable.  By simulating deep sub-micron product and process interactions, the PDF solution offers clients reduced time to market, increased IC yield and performance, and enhanced product reliability and profitability.  Headquartered in San Jose, Calif., PDF Solutions operates worldwide with additional offices in Europe and Japan.  For the company's latest news and information, visit www.pdf.com.



PDF Solutions and the PDF Solutions logo are registered trademarks of PDF Solutions, Inc.    
	

Contact:


	
Investor Relations, Sonia Segovia, 
(408) 283-5606, 
sonia.segovia@pdf.com


PR Counsel, Abbie Kendall, 
(503) 672-4681, 
abbie@akipr.com
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