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Alison Beard meets an artist
for whom furnishing and
décor is all about insects,
lizards, stuffed beasts,

skeletons and volcanoes

alloween and home furnish.
ingn don’l [t logother nodu
rally. Yel here | am, in o tem-
porary retall and exhibition
store. looking at black wallpa
por decorabed with skeletons, a chair
upholatered |n fabric of the same
design, and 1960s end Wwhles with closs
up photographs of shulls under glass.

There Is a black sofs with skeleton
print cushions and blankets, and o
glass case on the wall housing blown
eggs, painted black, decorated with
fake dinmonds and skulls and perched
on Liny pedestals.

Welcome to the weird world of
Ablgall Lane, & Young British Artisi,
and of Showroom Dinmmies, he lter-
ors and fushion mnge she bunched
three years ngo with Brigitte Stepput-
tis. hond of couturn at Vivienne West-
wood, and Bob Pain, owner of Omnicel-
oir, the printing company.

Ik Hatiowesn as o festhval, | like
the acstheties of IL" Lane says. “So
why nol use the evenl lo take one
division of whal we do - the skeletons
quikle o ol further?

“I'm nol expocting everyone on Lhe
strect to want i, s o specialived
markot. But my premise for what 1|
make s o design (hings that 1 would
wanl in my own house.”

:ihu polnts to the skeleton wallpaper

“I have that” - and the skl pimm
tnble she calls “Modern Man™ “I'
nummt!l(lld.ﬂ!mlselllml]‘ﬂbevtry
happy Lo have it back,” shi sys.

I'm strangely attracted (o the tables,
somewhal less sure aboul Lthe wallpa:

I like the aesthetics of
Halloweer. So why not use
the event to take our
skeletons further? I'm not
expecting everyone to want it

por and chair, and perploxed as to how
it would all work in an actual home.
“I don't live in o completely regulur
house,” Lane acknowledjpes. But we
agres i might belp if 1 visit her the
Follnwiun day to seo what has become
B Tor Showromm
l)|||u|n|ey Turni vl mecessorbs
Lane sproads. hor work and living
space across o barely converted lndus.
trinl Joft in as-yet-ungenirificd Hacknoy
Wick in east London. 1U's a few sireets
away from the roil statlon (where shoe
meeis me with her Staflfordshire e
rior, Ethel). above a workroom (“These
guys do furniture stull. They beguerod
thi inbles for me") and wp & wide,
rusty staircase Lo the top Hoor.
E: to be able o see lo North
" she says, woving ot (he
I

ik It would happen so soon.”

She opens the door and we walk into
o working stutio: white walls covorsd
In pletures, white tables lliered with
books and papers, twoe women al work
on & skull prink, o man st & compuler.

Past (his is 0 vestibule containing o
babyy grand plano, Bul that's ool what
entches the eye. The walls do.

One s covered in paper depicting o
brue-Lo-lifie tropical forest with thin tan
tree trunks and lright green folinge.
Opposite, in the same lorge scale, Is &
black-and-while photograph of smoke
elgudy coming from an eropting vol-
cano, surrounding a simple fanx
fireploce framed in wood and lined at

the back with akeleton (lles,

Lane (ums to the tree paper, "This s
an old 19708 print and | love the ides of
gotting this big slico of e world n
your house. Bul | don'l like the relm
kitschy (hing. So [when Showroom
Dummies started making wallpaper]
we decided on black-and-white images.
1W's wore Rlmic, move glimorons."

Also rather dork.

“IL eould be 6 bomb," Lone nods of
the voleane elo s o student | was
minking walljs of bloody inmages
Trom erfme seo

Bt the palnt Ia nol 1o shock.

“Is getling you 1o think iestead of
Just look.”

I et her aesthe
nround death
[mscination

o ol revolve
stoms from a
musenms and
Ihings sl animals,
~tolife diornmag, collections of
artefnets, shulls and bones. (Magie and
the circus are also “key™ Intoresis.)

HOUSE AND HOME

The eerie interior universe of blgall Lane

"My drawers are Tull of th " L
sayn, 1 like curiosiiy.”

The line-up on ber montlo s case iy
poink: o white porecloin head with
black lines aml worrds umHumu i e
ol ;Inrl of (b b r e of
Al 1 od bilack Illld with arms
raised to hold up o world thal lsn'
there; o limrd skoleton; a jar of pekled
egps: o amall shull painted cormflower
blue and dolied with cloads.

We move an past o clude that his o
black papler mich® enl clinging o iis
back, n stuffed black dog with an ear
Talling off (apperently Laoe's g enis
andd dog had @ fight aver him), and o
wooden speaker adornod with large
whibe bones anil a black crow

Dark star; Lane has turmed fver attention to macabre wallpaper, fabricy and furniturs, with the striking results on view at her axpansive (oft comversion

iy Asses™), Bul thero are also (hree
regular conches, (hreadbare and o
faubod colotrs: cream, light blue and
rwel. The first foces o coflee table and o
TV, The latter is deapod with a red-aod-
olive blanket decorated with staes and
ore incubl minde for
"They refer o il ns U moin
key blanket, but s ool she saye
“It's n maggic blankel.”

The Noor of the flal is woodn, as am
Uves Jomg: tnbles. bn the kil
Ing nreas. Sun splashes
witll of windows, ono a big cow hide
iy, providing plaees for Ethel and
Lane’s cais to hosk.

The high eceiling i mottled but

intod

S, o vee miove loks e 1
area, (he ot siars o e o
mal, Yes, thero is the sheleton wallps
per on ane wall, and a Mack-and-while
folding sereen picturing two stulfed
horses touching noses (entitled “Kiss

b Hving

pipes erisscrossing 1L Across the back
wall are statiless steel appliances and
shelves - industrial matle, nob show-
Kilchen gleaming - stacked with
phanses, white plates and bowls, uten-
sils and cooking ingredients. Anid the

e bebimd the sink is one with o
detailed drawing of a Ny - Showroom
Dummies' wlightly strange logo.

“Wheit | moved in, this place was
doreliet,” Lane says, "We sponl
£50,000 sorting It out. But | don't
roally have any money, so | don't
roally buy things.

“1 mnke the most of everything that
comes my way. My slsler gave me that
sofa. | Townd lhmn chairs on (he street.
The fridge arrived lwo weeks ago
becanser o friend of mine was moving
Mals and bhe bought 8 new one.”

The same lriend gave hor a glass case
contalning two stulfed squirrels reared
up iuto lifelike positions around twigs
and lenves. “He thought | would want
Uhe case bul 1've kept the whole thing,”
she says.

Lane's bathroom, which used to be
Ml of urinals, s mostly white, with o
frecstanding bathiub and, next to the
sink, another case, this one full of old

bottles containing perfumes, lotions
and elixirs.

Her bedroom s also 4 bil feminine, In
spite of the “Electric Storm™ wallpaper
throwing lightning strikes around the
back of her bed. There Is an art deco
mirror drossor and above it a shamp
prinl of a blue sky and clowds, with
that black fly in the corner.

This pattern wis designed us o lning
for Fendi's men's conts bul when the
compuny chose another Lane couldn’y
throw the idea awsy. Now it's her com-
pany's signature grint and clients are
commissioning it as a fbric o uphol-
ster chair seals.

The guest room |8 oceupled when |
visit bul Lane lets we poek in. | notico
white curtaing embroidersd with black
fies, A new Showroom Dummies prod-
uet? “Tken,” she says. “I was like ‘Oh
my god, | can’t believe it' If Thkea's
doing I, there's no hope for me."

That's not to say she is interested in,
or even capable of, becoming n home
furnishings powerhouse. Showroom
Dummies is more about blurring the
lines betweon ihe artistic and the
Tunctional.

“Lots of artists do oue-off things aml
when | moved inte my house in
Shoreditch 1 realised 1 liked house
stull.” she says. “Sometimes |1 is hord
to distinguish between my work and
[the business], and 1 used to say I it's
useful, it's Showroom Dummies.” But |
think the boundaries are merging My
genernl feeling is not to limit mysell.™

The blown eggs al the Charing X
Gallery exhibitlon space, for exaniple,
are what she and S rmlll< oall

15 of obscure ben

“1t all started with a turtle skl 1
found on & besch in Cuba.” Lane
explaing. “It looks like a baby dragon
shkull and we were going (o cast it in
silver. Bul then we thought, what s i1?
So Brigitte came up with [the term]
We thought later it could be a papor
weight, but thal was after the facl.”

‘Maybe someone will say, "I
have a house in the country
and, based on the things
you've done here, 'd like you
to come and think about it"

Lone thinks her Hallowoon show
{which also incorporates o film of a
aheleton Jugeling, oneoff leather jack-
ots, themed Agent Provoeatour knlck
ers and sholls decornted by some of her
fripnds, Ineluding Tracey Emin, Damien
Hirst andl Gary Hume) “will be a test of
whethor we ean have our own shop”.

"You can'l have these ihings among
U rest of the furniture at Habital," she
says. “So I'm hoping people will come lo
the exhibition and get involved and
maybe buy a single roll of wallpaper,
which they've never been able to do
before, o ask sbout comimission work.

“Maybe momeone will say ‘1 have a
casthe In the counbry aml. based on
what you've done here, I'd Hke you to
eome and think aboul ik

Eventually, she confides, she wants
her own country house: “Higgledy-
piggledy boildings that are & place (o
live, & place W work, a place for people
to come and stay and o museom. |
want tunnels, n troe house, 8 burkt-oul
room with magle books in iL"

And of all the ftmms collected in her
Mat now, which wonld she most wa;
to bring with her! Suddenly the artist,
who wears all black and decorntes with
sheletons, insects nnd dead animals,
goes warm and cuddly, No question,
she says, Heor dog, Ethel.

Abrigail Lo aned Shouroom Dumirdes
present "Bone Idile, The Shop' from Octo-
ber 31 to Decomber 3 ai London's Cher-
fng X Gallery, tel: +44 (0)20 7257 1779,
anen. shovvoonidurmmies.com

£1.20




