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FOREVWORD

This study, fourth in a series of six covering the
asotivities of the Fifth Air Porce snd its predecessors
from 1941 throuszh January 1944, was written by imj.
Richerd L. gatson, Jr., of the Southwest Pecific Branch,
Operationel History Division, AR Historical Office. A
£ifth study is projected to carry the merratlve down to
February 1944 end thus complete the Huon Peninsula Cem-
paign. The sixbh is to be a detailed treatment of sir
operations in the Bismarck .rchipelago from Hovember 1043
to lerch 1944. Like others in the series, the present
study is subjoot to revision ss additionsl information
hecomes availablse,
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Chapter I
. SOUTHWEST PACIPIC IN JANUARY 1943
. On 23 January 1943 the Papman Carmpatgn was offieclially eonsideresd at

en ond, Allied sir units and Aunetralian infantry, taking adventage of
the enemy's oversxtended supply lines, had driven dack a Japanese force
vhich by late sunmer of 1942 had ymshed over the Owen Stanley mountaings
to points within 30 miles of Port Moresby. With the aifd of elements of
the Ameriesn 328 Division which the Fifth Air Force had flowa across the
. towering ranges, the Japanese had been compressed {nto the Buna-Uona area,
where in Decencbsr they were virtuslly annihilated. Only scottered remments
hadadlipped along the swampy ocoast lins to Join wellwestabliished garriscns
in the Selsmaus area and at Ise, 150 miles to the northwvest.
Though this vlictory had core as 2 result of offensive action, the
Fapvan Campaign was essentially a defensive operation foreed upon the
Allies by Jap initiative, With the Japanese driven from Papua, however,
. the Allles wvere in a position to undertake a full-fledged offensive for
the recorgqueat of Wew Guines ag 2 springboard for the return 4o the
Philippines, The first phase of this offensive wos an ardncus campaign
ending in the capture of Lase and Selamsus on the Huon Gulf by October 1943,
In the accomplishment of this task, Augtralian troops fonght their way
across tewering monntajins and through steaming swaxps in an indescribably
. difficult overland operation hased on Wan, = point abont 30 milas inland

fron Salamsuns, Other ground units, both Ameriezn and Australiar, reached
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their goal by a series of amphibious landings slong the coast of North-
sast New Gulinea,

Without the continuous cooperation of the Allied Air Yorces, howsver,
the csmpalzn could not have sucesedsd. Using tactics learnsd the hard
way in esrlier Pacific fighting, American and Australian flyers maintsined
the asrial superiority over New Guinez gained in the Papuan Campalgn,
Hardworking enzineers constructed advanced airdromes glving fighters and
even boabers new bases from which to cover the enemy's lines of commnie
cation through the Bismarck Sea, Unarmed transport planes, usually pros
toected by friendly fighters, defied tropical storms and eneay intorception
to supply otherwise isolated outposts. At the same time, service units
and ground crews "sweated out" what ssemed to be & thankless job of mowe
ing supplies and keeping planes ready to fly,

During the campaign for the Ruon Gulf, Allied forces were confronted
with perhaps even more diffieult prodlems of terrain then in the earlier
Papuan fighting, and by equally enervating weather and Sa enemy resistance
no less fanatical. It was a small campaign, at least &s far as the forces
in imnediate contact with the enemy were concerned, but other factors
made this and succeesding campaigns in the Pacific among the most complicated
opsrations in militery history. In addition to great distances, unco-
operative weather, and almost uncharted water and land arecas, delicate
prodlens of comsand were chronic in a situation where the air, land, and
naval forces of ¢two nations had to be welded together, and where at the
outset a certain confusion existed as to the geographical limits of the

commanderis responsibdility.... _ . __. -
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The choice of Gensrsl Macirtimr in March 1942 as Commanding General

. of the Southwest Pacific Area had placed in command one who was fully
capable of Aealing with the droad strategic problems of an area which
incivded not only Australia, Nsw Guines, the Solomons, and most of the
Netherlands XYast Indies but significantly, the FPhilippines as well, The
original definiilon of the Pacific areas in May 1342 had glven all of the
Solomons to the Southwest Pacific tut prior to tho American landing on
Guasdalcaral in August, the eastern boundary of MacArthur's command was
shified to follow the 159th meridian south from the squator, Thus the
South Pacific forces, primarily a naval command, were glven clear-cut

. autbority over Guadalcenal and Tulagl, 1 while Macirthur retained con-
trol over the upper Solomoas,

Though this presented 1little difficuliy during the operations of
1942, 1t was clesr that activities of converging air and naval forces
would soon begin to overlap with resulting complications, Aoccordingly,
the Opervations Divigion of the War Depariment General Siaff prepared a
paper for the Joint Staff Planners in September of 1942 which attempted

. to establish a more satisfactory delineation of rosponsibdilities. The
paper remained on the agende until Narch 1943 while a subcomwittes ap-
pointed to study the matter vainly attempted to agres on a report. There
wes & defintie feeling on the part of some of the plsuners that *for
coordination in planning and operations, it is essential that there be
unity of command in the Solomon Islands.British New Guinea<Bismarck

. Islands Theater of Operailons,® It was difficuld, however, to some to
an sgresusnt as to how sich s unified command could be estahlished, and

in the end the setun remained anchangsd, The boundary between the

South and Southwest Pacific romeined he 159%h meridian, o

.
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Leelasicons on over-al" coir né oad cenersl sirnte~y arobsbly hrd
. 1ittle effoet nqon the irmedinte mrodlems freine the infantry and the
rirmen whose rssimrent wus to drive the Jen fron British Jew Fulnper,

. Tore imsorteat tn them wes the orgrniration within the theater itseld,
The Proven Oronaisn hed shyte thrt General !nelrthur hed devised 2 cofim
rond flerible enourh for jungle cowbnt, With some cwdifications 1%t was
37 be vetained during the next onerstion, Ilncarthur's headouorters wes
2t Brighrne, but he himself acent frequent meriods a% sn 2dv-nced hezd-
querters ir Port ibresby or, on occasion, even in the forvard sresg. lhe

. Allied Land Torces continued under ke comusnd of Augtrclisn General Sir
Thonns Blio.er, under wion Lt. Gen, 3, F. Hexring, runother Augtralian,
comnended in Jenuwary 1942 the Jew Guiner Torce.

At tre conelusion of the Peyuen Caunaisn, Genersl lacarthur éiti ant
consider kis ground forces nrewzred for an immediate continustion of the
offensive, TFe hnd svailable for eaxbat tvo U. 8, Army, one Kerine, and
three sustrrlisn divisions., 0F thesc tre 7, §, 324 Division, battered by
the Panuven fighting, wos belng Svrnsferred to Austrelis for rekabillte ticn

. rnd renlseed hv the 4lgt Tivision, The First llarine Divieclon ofter being
withdrewm froxm Muedsleansl ked besn sent to tre lelbsurne ares and, ac-
cordinz to nev-l rathoritiesz, would not be recdy for cavbat for six months,
Junsle eorbet Lod olso been herd on the Austrolizn 8th and 7th Dvielons,
end thege too were o he reconstituted in Australie. Turtherrors incArthur

. exnected thet the 2th jAustvrliiam, vhich vrg returning from the 1l1dile Xast S
weruld hoeve o be commletely reweauloved,

Al though thke ground forees in Nev Culner vere lerpelv under the

. contrel of Austrelicn lecders in Jrmarry 19242, the sir force commonders

—~ -
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wers principelly American, True, the air orgsnization which paraileled
the Allied Land Forces was the Allied Afr Forces ond was staffed by both
Augtralian and American officers. BPBut of the two units which eommosed
$he Allied Air Forces, the RAAF and the American Fifth Air Force, only
the Fifih wes adequately equipped for offensive action. The RAAF, how-
ever, was graduslly building up a considerzble force, and seversl of its
squadrons equipped with Beaufighters, Beanforts, P-40's, A.20's, and
PBY's had alrsady contributed mach to the New Cuinea fighting while at-
tached to the Fifth Air Force,

Lt. Gen, George C..Kenney, commander of both the Allied Air Forces
and the Fifth Air Yorce, roserved his primary interest for the Fifth, the
¥Best Denn Alr Forece ia this or any other army,® 6 Keuney had perhaps an
exaggerated concept of the potentislities of uir power, but he possessed
a combination of unbounded energy, dislike of redtape, and willingness to
experiment, together with & real understanding of both engineering and
flying problems, which inspired confidence. His permanent headgquarters
was at Brisbane where he was in close coniact with General MacArthur,

His channel to New Gninea was through the Fifth Adr Force Advanced Echelon,
located at Port Hovesby and commanded by Brig. Gen, Nanis O, Whitehead, whitchesd,
in tura, was in & position to 4direct the aciivities of the V Fighter

Cormand, commanded by Brig. Gem, Paul B, Wurtsmith, and the V Bomber

Cormsnd wnder Brig, Gen, Howard Rawey, wiv bad sucoeeded Brig. Gen,

Xenneth Walker lost over Rabaul early in Jamuery, The only other organi-

sation at the command level, the Alr Service Command under Brig, Gen,

Carl Comnell, was located at Brisbene with an adveanced echelon at Towns-

ville, There was at this time no troo;p Serrier command, Of the two
}J‘:I OUIINEE SRS e
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troop earrier groups iz the Southwest Pacific, the veteran 374sh Group
. wes under the operationel control of the Fifth Air Force Advanced
Nchelon, and the newly srrived 317th Group remained ia Australia under
. the Directorate of Alr Transport, Allied Air Forces. 8
The air force organization was still in its formailve stage, hering

developed after the activation of the Fifth Alr Force in BSeptember 1942,
But though the organization was new, most of its constituent units were
veterans in the theater, sevaral having left the United States withia
two months of the attack ox Pearl Eerbor. All units, morecver, had become
. s0 exhausted during the Papuen Oewpaign that both Gemeral Mackrtinr and
Gegersl Xenney believed the zir forces, like the ground forces, were not
rezdy to participate in a prolonged offensive, ’
At the conelusion of the Papnan Campaisn, the Bomber Commend ocon-
sizted of two heavy groups, two medium groups, and one light group, The
B=17's of the 433 Bombardment Group (E) had seen hard service for six
months., Of the 55 B.178%s and ¥F's on hand, approximately 20 at all times
were undergoing depot overhaul, Perhaps 50 per cent of the reméinder
. were in daily.cozbat commission, aud a quarter of these were reguiarly
used for recormaissance flights, leaving no more than 14 for a strikiag
fores. The other heavy group, the 90th, was squipped with B-24's, The
last combat group to arrive in the theater, it had made ac slow stert in
¥ovember and Dscexber, bdut im Jepuary 1943, it began to take over &
major share of heavy-bomber operations. In addition to its reconnsissance
and long-range bombing wigsions, it ren up an impressive record of enemy
planes shot down, By April it had been credited with 121 “kills.®

. Maintenance problems, however, were if anything more difficult than with
iﬁ " gﬁ*“;fg“ﬁ; g-*
I LA
i : FR‘ 4 7 \%
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the P17, rud of 80 .3-5’4"3 on h'nd, no wre then 15 could be countbed on
4+ v one time for » gtri’dus foree. Im 1740, 4% hed been customery,
ovine ts the d-nger ¢f eneny rir chire'r, lor bowb snouadrons fn be Tosed
in Augtralic, end o vae Fortd lorectr enlw ns 1n méwanesd broe Yt oton
off" bafove werforning r miselon. But by 1 Februnry, Allied flyers h-d
wr sufriciont cantrol of the ziv over Fegnr o peralt the bradng ol five
terwy grucfrosns on Fort loreshby fielde, 10
Genersl Fenney'!s medinn bophordmeat es even wesizer thra hiz hesvr—
Lomber strenzth. Cn nazser he wed two gronns, the 38th omd the 224, ZEut
tway sgurdrsns of the 278k Grouw had never resched Austr 1i~ rnd wers
overating in the Jouth Frelfie; =nd while the othsz» tvo snuadrous were
teged 28 Fort Foveshy with %helr Z-28%e, they ked only 27 airersft on
hend mnd@ vere fhue chout 10 ghort of their normu-l esrolement, Thege Hro
units, howewar, vere more rearly rerdy for csdbat theon the four ssuqdrons
of the 274 Tomberdment Sroua (1), Cne of +he Tirst B.26 units o gea
eombrt, thie arzenization k=4 he~a in sction alnee Swril 1942, Turing
tke g-rirg of thed yerr 1% hnd esrried cut lon, -riaxe nissions azrinsd

-

Tgbaul until sufTiclis-nt herty 7o bers kol srrived fo keap that imsrt nd
wind under survelllrnce. Trom 4ien on it ke econcentrrted on other
brrzets vithin bhe Iev Galnes arer. It hed saffered hesvy logses, over
70 mlanes fros Junc throu-h lTovelber 13247, and had recolved only elchd
replecenants, B Jimlry 1943 the reneining 28 siveraft were in ex-—
tremely brd condition, and the endire ~row wag vithidrewm fron coxbat and

sent to sugbr-licr for recaneration, i1

Tre Light-boxbsrdnens wnit in the V Zozber Jommand wos the 74 Jroni,

Cificiclly Liated na & divewhqabe;:,umt, J.’Grha.d.,had..a varied Ligtory.

- . R e e % . e e
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Ire origin-l nlanes reei ned tr tre ,;powm, =="% dive bo bors, hrd becn

. t-zen ot af resive e1 bbb in Aumact, cbartly olfter 2 o Aloestroous nission
2. tast ghinaine st Bune frax vhich alv out of seven Jsnes kal foiled

. ta retyrn, Snee Fien the prevm k2d flown toth «e20ls and Pu0bie with
consstououa suceea~, Eul siner Jume 1847, soiie 10 4-2¥'s had been lost
end only four replacsnenta rvecelved., By Jenuory 1945, gecordiaz 1o
Jensey, the 4-20%g pr i1 -7le Lrd besa redieed %5 3 aolnt whers the Tth
end 89+h Joucdrons had been Yerghined o Ovev-he vhr i coounids to one
sovietron, ' Those rnd thic ether $uo squrdrens of the 74 Sromy, envuipoed
. vith T-25Ve, wore hrged ol Zort Morestyr, Lab onersdions of the ledter
vere 111dted by intengive teririne far comlomaent of 2-"Elg gg low-level
etir ¢k Shones, 12
Tee threc Tizhter groups (the 3th, 35%h, zad 498h) wers 21l vetersn
uni te, having left th- Unlfed 3t: bes for the Zomthvest Paelfic ir Jonurry
rad Tebroory of 13%7. Ab ths corclusion of the Pepu~n O=mmaig, 211 nine

sourdrens vere Braed in Uev Zudnes cnd, on nrzer 8% lerst, were well equlne

i
bl
0

ved since re vera gome 370 firkters an kand., But 74 of these were

. ricvety 2-477 pdvopsft, £l of «kleh hod crelved in duetr:llis in the
gorin -+ ol 1987, rad only the £ PR g yere of - Yrne sulbchle fox bhe
lon wrrnce, Bl <l tl1{ude iasfiong =o neecses »r in Preifie onersiions,
Toethermiars, the [lyers of the Ttk Uwoum, whieh ked teen hrged in the ewany
11lge Ty srer gsince *re lrst of Senberber, vers ridfen with malaria tnd
¥ T
o - , . 13
. wers ¢oon $y ke tr-asferrcd to Liztrall- for recuner: tion.
In Trwooy 12483 $he ~dvopeft of the 411120 Adr Torces vere oner=ting
Trom sivfields fthe mejority of videh hed 1nt 2xisted mueh longer thou six

. nonths, 0O seven :ivfields withia zn eres of 77 wiles Troo Port loreshy,
T T T L TR TRAT RSN
et S 3 O I
e T s .....«.;._.awu-—}-y;\—:-—-“ \-r::g—h—. .
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aix vers in eonstemit use +nd roosesced ertenaive taxiwys end dlssersal

rreae, Conditlons ~%111 vere not comlet-ly entisfretory, Lovever, on
some of thesc <irdromes. The 9%h Saurdron of the 49th Tighter Grovm,
for exsunle, cotmloined thct Schvimrer sirdroue hrd rough faxiwiys and
inrdegqurte noriins zreas, Jven so, Ford lorest;r wa far hetter establisked
then the otker anjor New Guinea bece, Milne Mov, bui there t-o, <re=t nre-
gress lad Tteen made. Iiberty shing nrde routine #ring to the hartor, and
twn nf thres sirflelds nrigin-dly econaztrueted were in conet-nt vze. Other
then the stenderd esmalaints of 1ittle recrovticn znd woor fond, the chief
wrotlen woe rourh rad mddy 1-vdine string, 4

A thourh Fort ioreghy rad Alne By were the nrineipnal bases evrilsble
tr the Allier in Ter fuiner, tr. asort olsney m-le roubtine flights %o 2
murber of other —oints t~ deposgit sup-lies ond reinforecements, Chief
rzong thece were the londirp 3trinms in the Dobodurs arer jJjust inland from
Buns to vhich lmrge surntities of supslles and nrobebly the zouivilent of
er infratry édivigion had heen Zlovn durins the Peopuan Chimalyn, Of alzocet
equol lmmorisnee vz #n oivfield at Ypu, gbout 0 :niles south of Sslamsus
and virturlly inzecegrihle by znyv other me ns of tr-ngoortation,

Without rir trenenort of suwrlies cnd men, the esrly oversriicns in
Yew Guires would wrob-bly mot hrve succeeded, The 374th Troop Carrier
Groun together itk mlzmes of the Tirectorate of Alr Tremanort (DA) hed
nerformed £11 the ~ir trersnort nleslons in 1247, 2y the end of the yenr,
the T7ith Groun ves flying r moiley collertion of worn-out sirersft, In
Jemuery bedly needed veinforcements arrived itk the »ir echelon of the
317th Troop Carrier Grown, vhich flew B2 new (-47'¢ from Colifornia to

dvstrelics  The new planes vere imnedintely tx:nsferred to the veteran
1) e gt b
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J74ik, muxch to the disgnet of the newly arrived flyers, and the Z17th

10

found 1tself promented with the old planes, 19 Ce47's, 7 Cud9ls, 10
0-60's, 2 LB-.30%s, 1 B.170, and 1 B.17E, Many of the new pilots, however,
wers soon atfached o sguadrons of the 374th Group and as co=-pllots gained
essential experience in difficult New Guirnea flying, 15

Flying transport planes was hazardons not only besause of the danger
from troplcel s torms and lofty mountain rangea but elso becauss of the
threat of lurking enemy fighters. Although the V Fighter Command could
rightly claim that 1t hed won asriz)l mperisrity over New Guinea, it could
not prevent falrly frequent Japanese alr raids. flown from Rabaul,or ocw
caslonel ones from airfields at Las, Generally thesge did 1ittle damsge,
owing to the increased sffectivenass of the mircrafi warning system. In
the summer of 1942, Port MNoresby had besn almost entirely dependent for
waraing of air attack upon "the poor man's radar® . Augtralian coast
watchers and spotters looated in the mountains with blnoculars and radlo.
¥ot until Septemder d4id the first American alreraft warning unit, the
565th Signal AW Battalion, arrives, but within two months at least four
rajar installations were providing a screen for this important military
area, Milne Bay was equally well protected. Coast watchers maintained
& constant vigil frox points along the New Guinea coast and from islands
as far to the northeast as Kiriwina, and radars were located at Milne Eay,
at Tufi Point (125 miles to the northwest), and on Normanby and Goodenongh
1slends, 15

Raids on Fort Moresby during Jaauary were particularly ineffective,
Between 14 and I1L Jamary at least elght raids cocurred. The attacks

were usually carried out by no mors than thrse or four planes, and Allied
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fighters and antiaircraft had sufficient warning to force most of the

. eneny planes ts withdraw, Navertheless during this period one B-17 and
one other sircraft were déstroyed on the ground, 17
. At the same time, Milne Bay was subjecied to freguent air sttacks,
The most disastrous occurrsd on 17 Jamusry, when shortly after noon,
warning was received of the mpproach of enemy airoraft, TYonr P-39's of
the 80th Mghter Sgusdron "were scrawbled directly over the field at
maximur altitude,® Fifteen minutes later all remaining planes were ordered
off the ground, but before they could get off, more than 20 bombers em-
. ocorted by Zero fighters were overhsad., The enemy nircraft dropped approxi-
metely 150 fragmentation bombg, destroylng 2 B-17's, 1 B-24, 2 P-30ls,
and 1 RAAY Hudson as well as 6 vehicles and 6 fuel dumps. Intercepticn
wez unsuccessful. The fear of attacks on this reletively exposed base,
particularly at night, persusded the Fighter Command to send a P~38 from
Port Moresby as a night fighter. In its first trisl on 22 Januery, the
controller directed 1% by radio after 1t left the field, At one time 1t
was on the tall of an enemy bember, but no real success was achieved. 18
. Destructive Japenese raids were the exception rather than the rule,
Indeed that of 17 January was probebly the most successful raid ever mede
by the Japanesme on Milne Bay. Nevertheleas they were an ever-present
danger, and although there were many examples of heroiam beyond the call
of duty when & rald actually occurrved, the continued threat had the effect
ef making the men "nerveus and jumpy.* From 17 to 2¢ Jamuary, for exemple,
there were 11 raids on Milne Bay; as a result many of the psrsonnel were
Yerogey" frow lack of slesp, and severel were transferred to the hog-
. pital and put under observation for possible psychoneurocsis. 19 Living
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dondi tions wara undoubtedly worse 2t Miine Eay in Jammary 1943 then at

. any of the othsr permanent sir dases in the Southwest Pacific,
In general, the fighting spirit of the Fifth Air Yorce was good. One
. competent observer, for axample, sizted that the morale at Port Moresby
was "tops, There were, however, 2 nunbsr of underlying problems which
wers threatening to become merious, 20 One of the most pressing diffi-
culties waz the guestion of raplacements for psrsonnsl, Many of the Tifth
Ailr Foroe flyers had been in continual combat for as sumeh as 10 months,
Baclk~breaking labor which frequently continued from 12 to 18 hours 2 day,
. and cccasionzally more, wore down ground crews and personnel in service
units and depots, To these weary veterans, in the absence of a definite
policy of rotation, there seemed little prospect of relief., Only one
combet group in the Southwest Pacific, the 19th Bombardment Group (H), had
besn replaced 2z 2 unit sincs the United States entered the war, After
its extended operctibne in the Philippines, the Netherlands East Indies,
and Australia, this group was replaced by the 90%h Oroup in October and
November of 1942, By that time, according to flight surgeons, 45 to 60
. per cont of the flyers were suffering from combei fatizue owing $o cone
etent operetions with irregularly spaced missions, the exlatence of poor
living conditione without sultable recreationsl facilities, and the sleck-
ness of proeotions,

By Jamary other units had been oversess for almost as long ms had
the 19th Group, tut they were not relieved. The 224 Group, with 10 months
of brilliently executed combat missions, was showlng signs of conmbat
fatigue, and the majority were "becoming irritsble,shortetempered and
. lackadaistical ,® The comnding ofﬂcar of the Bth Squadron. 49th M ghter
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Group, reported that 15 of his pilots had had & year's service in the
combet zone, and that their "ahility, asgressiveness and morale ,[weroj
becoming very low,” The writer of the unit history of a guartermaster
company st&ted that althongh thege conditions affected work little, the
troops were discontented, After months of "econtinual strenuous physical
lador,® they sinply wanted to go home. A

An oqually serious nroblem wes the lack of a balanced diet in iwmo-
lated areas of Angtralia end in New Gulnea, Those units located near the
citles and towns of Auvatralis generally received adequate rations. This
was hardly the case, however, in New Guinea., All food had to come from
Australis, and the inadequacy of shipning facilities, refrigeration, and
alr transport limited the quertity and variety of the foods which oould
be provided, 4s 2 consequence, troops in New Guines ate out of cans,
The contents usually satisfied medical requirements, tut they were almost
invariably of Augtraliesn manufacturs, and the men found that even American
csnned foods soon lost thelr flaver, In Port Moreshy, the commanding of=
ficer of the 8th Fighter Squadron reported that the focd was bad and withe
cut variety, The 35th Fighter Control Squadron thought the food problem
more serious than sir raids, explsining that the Ausiralisn Arnmy regularly
supplied its mess with bully beef and rice, except on Chrisimas Day when
they had rice and bBully deef, The Christmas dimner served to the 80th
Fighter Squedron at Milne Bay was an outsiending exception to the rule --
"ham, sweel potatoes, mmshed potatoss, seversl vegetables, three kinds
of desert, and three kinds of beverages. Nothing was dehydrated!® 22

A third probdlem which was reaching slarming proportions by January
1943 wes the increasing incidence of illness, At tla;ub.,ﬂ.m the three
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principal d4semses were malaris, dengue, and dlerrheas. Although there
. was l1ittle malaria in Austrelie, the incidence in Wew Guinea was high,
Ool. Pascox L, Wiison, murgeon of the Fifth Air Force, concluded that ail
. patives were infected and tims provided 2 constant source of the infection,
The problem was sspecially acute at Milne Bay where 1t was almost a fore-
gore conclusion that everyone would sooner or later be affileted. Daring
December, for example, there were 100 new cases in the Bth Fighter Group
slore, and 150 more were reported during Januery, The troops at Pert
Moresby, on the other hand, had a much smaller parcentage of malarisl
. cases, but were plegued by diarrhes which seemed $o be endemic to the
loeality, 20
Authorities both in the theater and in the ¥War Depariment were fully
avere of these problems, and were making some progress toward a solutionm.
The need of a personnel rotation policywas recognized, but it was difficult
to establish a satisfactory balance between the demands of the theater for
replacements and the realities of the training program. It was a question
whether 1% was wisger to leave tired veterans in the thezter or to replace
. them with untrained newcomers. The return of the 19th Group to the United
States was the first indicetion that those who had been in an area of
combet operations for a long time might have an opportunity to zo home,
This together with the arrival of more replacements restored some hops to
the war~weary voterans, Actuslly, however, it was impossible to count on
regular replacements ir the desired mumbers; so & nucber of eapedients had
. to be employed in the theater, The 22d Bombardment Group, for example,
bhad some opoortunity for relaxation while its B-26's were in depoi, end

. at the same time 14 was able $o send a "first batch of corbat personnel
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bome.,* By the first of February the melaris-ridden 8th Fighter Growp
was withdrawn from Milns Bay, sent to Australia, and provided with an
abundance of fresh ezss, weat, milk, and vegetables. While in Australia,
yilots and ground officers received regular leaves to Sydney, anlisted
men were granted farloughs to Brisbane, and othera racelved passes to
near-by towns. There was beer in the camp during the evening, but little
liguor of eny kind could be found in the towns, and that at ~exorbitant
prices, Soms felt that 1t was more satisfactory to stay in camp where
the PX was well stocked with beer and soft drinks, or to go to the dances
ocoasionally arranged by the Red Cross. %
The War Departmsnt's sttasmpts to solve the replacement problea iniro-
duced a new difficulty, Frequently, high-ranking cfficers and enlisted
men, arriving fresh from the United States and without a combat record,
required considerable instruction from experienced men of lesser rank,
To the men in the theater this was intolerable, Kennsy himself champiomed
the cange of his "kidse" and was comstantly nrging (1) that no high-
ranking officers should be sent to his thester unless specifiocally re-
quested, and (2) that he might be suthorized to promote Jeserving men
regardless of the table of organization, On one occasion when a major
and 10 first lientenants arrived in Anstralis from Hawaii, he requested
permission to send them back, urging that only sscornd lieuteranis be sent
in the future, The request was granted. On another occasion, he was al-
lotted 200 vacancles for first Jieutenants above the T/O of the Fifih Aiy
Torce, and was promised that consideration wonld be given to & similar
provision for ihe promotion of first lieutenants and captains, 25 In

spite of such expedients, the yroblon of replacement and rotstion had not
M I ] _..::‘.,,, J—.
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been solved bF January 1943.
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. the personnel, Unquestionably sn unbslanced diet and the peculiarities
of = tropieal climate contributed much to & genersl lowering of resistance
. to 1l1ness. These factors 2lso account for the fact that trocps living
in Yew Guines might expect to lose from 15 to 20 pounds in waight. But
there 1s little doudbt that each individusl socldier wes in part responsible
for the high incidence e¢f tropical diseases. While in the "melarions
arecs,” he was supposed to wear slacks snd long-sleevelshirts, to sleep
under mosquito barg, to use mosquito repellents, and to take 10 graing of
. quinine sulphate dally before the evenlng meal oF 0.1 grain of atabrine
six days & week. 3But untll the following of such precautions becaxe in-
stinctive, until each nemdber of a command gave wholehearted support %o
preventive mecgures, satisfactory results could net be achleved. The
average Americen soldier was not mentally prepared for tropical warfare
in 1942, 28
Under the circumstances, ile medical organigation of the air force
had heavy responsibilities, By 1943, this organisation had expanded
. considersbly since the medicel section of the United States Air Forces
in Australia had been established on 6 March 1842, Wth the activation
of the Fifth Air Force, Colonel Wilmon hmd besn designated as Afir Force
Sargeon, and other officers had been assigned to the Advanced Headquarters
at Port Moresby, and to the svbordinate commands. These officers dlrected
the ectivities of the medicel detachments of groups and component sguadrons,
4ir Force medical officers were dependent upon the Army Services of Supply
to some extent, since bBoth hospltals and medicel depots were under SO8

. control, Cooperation between the two brenches of the aerﬂ.co wos goods
B iy .
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Until Juns 1942 there were no American hospitals in New Guinea, but
within six months thereafter thres had Deen estadlished in Port Moresdy
with a total of more than 2,000 beds, and two more at Milne Bay with 350
beds, Xvacuation from the forward areas to hospitals in New Guinea or
Aystralia was difficult and would have been virtuslly impossidble had it
not been for the growing reliance upon air transport, After fields had
bezn e de satisfactory for transport planes at Wau and Dobodura, it hecame
possible to evacuate patients from these forward areas to Port Moresdy,
usually in less than an hour, In the Papuan Campaign alone between 26
Novembar and 31 December 1942, 7,631 sick and wounded were flown from the
Dobodura area to Port Moresby. &7
One of tho most iaportant duties of medicml officers was to inspect
living quarters of officers and men in their camp aresms, It cccasionally
was gaid that only a gensral officer was privileged to live in soreened-in
tents, but actually the well-sstablished camp srsas, such as some of thoss
at Port Moresby, were not uncomfortable, -In some cnses the ingeanmuity of
the soldlers who built the mesa halle, the incinerators, and the latrines
made the canps asg comforiable s many similar sreas in the Unlted States.
Tents with gravel floors were the rule for living quarters, however,
al though officers living three or four to a tent occasionally enjoyed
wooden flaoring, Mess halls were norm2lly of wood, with screens, and oc-
cagionally with conerate floors. According to custon, the officers usually
had a separsts mess, Water was clmoxt invariably a problem sinee thers

w23 no central supply system. IEach unit had to lay its own plpes and

i
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meintain 1ts own tanic, or_;uaga wator points established by the engineers,
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All drinkins water, of course, hrd to be chlorinated. Some unite hd
. shower bsths., F-ch samrdran of the Z43th Bomberdment Groun (1), for
exsmmle, ted from six 39 rine indlvidusl showsr herde, while einks, con-
. gtructed of helf - eosoline druc, were svnilsble far washing clothing,

In =n ares vhere disrrhen wrs wrevalent, grester efforts thon usual
were taken t» immrove genit-tion facilitles, ALl units hed devices for
vashing mess kits. The V Ponmbsr Gomuand borsted ~z nnusuelly ingenlous
one which Led tws five boxes Ffusled by ¢ Souble nil line, over which der-
rels of weter could be Tronght to » boil in 35 minutes. Joskage »its

. whth grecse tr-ws for 1linmid garbage which could be burasd out periodi-
erlly were naurlly nrovided, while solids were dlsnsed of in Inelnerators,
Letrirves followed & usuzl "quortermaster tyne® pettern, The 43d Group
Headquariers, for exemmle, had & etrnderd Meibht-holer' with hinged lide
znd fly-vroofed nita, %

Tre exneriences of the vetercns of the Southwest Paclfic theater
curinz 1242 wrovided a useful background for the ermmeign which wme t0
begin vhere the Feounen C-malen left off, Genersl kechrtinr in orgap-

. irine his theater snd directiav ite ctratesy rnd General Kenrey in
emloving bis rir forees, torether vit: subordincte comsanders, had

provided r leadeveh’o which owromiged further vietories.
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[ ] Chapter 11

PLANS AND ALLOCATIONS, JANUARY-APRIL 1943

The role of air power in Southwest Pacific operations had been
estebiished before t-e conclusion of the Pepuen Campaign as essentially
that of a tactical air force, although in contrast to the later tactical
air force the Yifth contalned heavy bombardment units, Geners) Xemney
considered the defent of the Japanese sir force his firsy priority.

. Fighters were to destroy enemy planes attempting to rsid Allied dases,
and boxbers were to seek out the Japanese air bases and neutralize
then, The second priority was the destruction of Japanese commnica-
tlons and supplies, Strategic objectives, with the possible exception
of Rabanl and Balikpapan, were out of the range of Allied planes based
in the Southwest Pacific, bBut rewarding substitutes were aveilable along
the sea lanesg running from Japan's inner line of defenses to her ad-
vanced garrisons. Tinally, Kenney employed his air units In direct
. ecooperation with ground troops, or as FM 10020 later put it, in the
destruction of sealected objeotives in the battle area. 1
In a thester as large as the Bouthwest Pacific, 1t would have been
partioniarly easy to fritter awsy the limited air strength available in
numeroug snall attacks upon widely separsted ohjectives. Actuslly
. such atiscks had been necessory in the period Yefore July 1942 when
General Machrtimr was struggling to put the defenses of Australia in

ordsr hehind thae Great Barrier Reef. 3But even before this purely
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defersive period drsw to a close, he was considering = plan which

. would employ both air and ground forces in a coordinated offensive,
The purpose of this offensive was to recapture Japan's most important
. conquest in the Australisn Mandate, Rebeul on New Britain Island. 3
The choice of Rabsul as the objective wes in accord with the global
stratezy early envigaged by the Combined and Joini Chlefs of Staff, It
had been aearly established by August 1942 that the Pacific thenter was
to be subordinated to the Furopesn, Shortly thersafter the Joint
Chiefs of Staff 1isted 10 gemeral objectives of Allied sirategy. They
. placed in number 6 position tho general alm of securing Austrslia, New
Zealand, Hawaii, and Alasks, and in number 7 that of carrying out limited
offensive operations with smphibicus forces in the Pacific. 8
In the early suzmer of 1942, MachArilmr suggested that Rabaul should
be the object of an offensive in conformancs with this strategy. His
suggestion was not at firast supported by the Navy becsuse 1t was beliaved
that such a move would be too hagardous unless preceded by the copture
of Tulagl in the Solomons., MWacirthur answered these objections in a
. redio message of 24 June 1942, He sdmitted that it would de impracti-
cable to attempt a direct assault on Rebaul supvorted by the ilimited
land.baged aviation then available, But he veointed out that the cape-
ture of Rabsul was not the immediate dbut the vlitimats goal of the pro-
rosed offensive, His plan world require first "a progressive movement
. involving primary sction ageinst [.thej Bolomons and the north comst of

New Guinea in order to protect ¥aval Surface Forces and to seoure air.
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This wvas essentlszlly the plan th:.t was }Elnally agreed vpon, The
. operation was %o consist of three phases: (1) the occupation of the
Solomons, (2) the occupation of British New Ouinea, and (3) the ocoupa~
. tion of the Bismarck Islsnds iroluding Rabaul, The first phase, contirary
to MacArthurts desire, wes to be conducted by Admira) Ghoruley, the cole
mander of the South Pacific Area. MacArilmr wes to direct the second
and third phases, At first the dates of the opermtions were left In-
definite pending the deployment of sufficient Americen forces, tut
Japsness advances, including the sceupation of Tulagi in April and of
. Guadaleanel early in July, together with thelr landing in Papue late in
the ssme month, forced a speeding up of counteroperations, The first
phrse was, thersfore, schetfnled for 1 August or ss soon thereafier as
possible In order ts thwart further enexy movas in the South Papifie,
At the same time Jenerel Macirthur wes faced with the necessity of defend-
ing the Papuan penimsula, =n area from which he had hoped to lesunch his
original asgauits, 3
These developments 41d not chenge the hasic strategy with regard to
. the Pacifie, but they did stimulate dipmcussions on airecraft allocations,
Digpatches from both the South and Southwest Pacific theaters to the War
Departuent vrged 2 reconsideration of esrlier declsions by the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, dJenersl Machrilmr rsdioced on 31 August that he compre-
hended a strategy which zssigned "present missions as holding ones to
ensble concentrations to be made elsewhere," but that "holding areas
mst have sufficient forces actually to hold,” snd that ¥the strength

of holding forces ctn be determined only by & conltanﬂy chnng!.ng accurate
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Navel smuthorities also favored a reconsideration of the needs of the
. Pacific areas. Admiral Nimitz believed that there was insufficient carw
rier strength available to support two importent operaticns at the same
. time, Task 1, the Guedalcanal opsration, was slready under way, snd
Rimi tz pointed ont that amphibdious operations would also de necessary
for the reconquest of sastern New Guines, This would require ihe co=
eperation of alrcraft, but Nimitz femred that the proximity of enemy
I submarines and lani-based planes made the exployment of the few re-
meining American carriers far too dengerous, He therefore urged that
. xore land-based alroraft be sent to Genersl MacArthur, 4
These demands from the FPacific theater highlighted a subject which
had been discussed fraquently since early in July., A4t that time the
tecision to abanden the project for an invasion of continental Eorope
in 1942 had btrought sugzestions that mircraft might be diverted from

BOLERO, 8 On 24 July, these sugzestions received some officisl sane-

tion in = decislion ¥that over and above the U.S, forces required from

Bolero for operations in North snd Northwest Africa,” a "yesdjustment
. of present U, S, commitments to Bolero will be made for the purpose of

furthering ocffensive operations in the Pacific.® This remdjustment

envissged the transfer of 15 elr groups to the South and Southwest

Pacific, with the majority being sent to the latter theater. °

Although thers wes 2 measure of agreement on the deployment of thess
. sirersft among the Joint Plemners, Army and Navy members dipagreed as
to the order of vriority of the various theaters. The Army listad the

priorities thus: TORCH (North Africa), Middle Hast, United Kingdom,

@ R
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and the Pacific, The Navy put the Pacifie before the United Kingdom,

. The arguments advanced by Admiral King and General Arnold demonstrzted

the opposing points of view, Adwmirel King agserted that the Pacific
. #lr forces were inadequate, that he understood the high priority of

TOROH and the Middle East but to put the Pacific theater last wes not
in accord wlth actual need, and that suitable suthorigation for diver-
slon of aircraft o the Pacific existed in an eariier decision. General
Arnold Jusi returned from 2 brief visit to the Pacific theaters, dis-
agreed with this view, He insisted that the earlier decision "to con-

. duct the strategic offenslive with aaxiumn forces in the Atlantioe
western Buropean Theater at the earliest possidle dmte, and to maintain
the stratezic defensive in other aremg" siill held, Turthermore, he
argued that the invasion of North Africa, ordered by the President and
the Prime Minister, required not only air cooperation for the Opers
tion itself but an intensive air assault from the Uni ted Xingdom ag well,
On the specific point of issue Armold quoted General Marshell as having
said that the transfer of the 15 groups from BOLERO "hed been recorded

° only as an agreement for transfer of planes from one Jurigdiction to
another, and that priority of allocation, once commitments to the special
operation and possibly the Middle Fast had been fulfilled, should be
mede in accordance with strategic mecessity as the planss Ehnuld,j
become available,® 10

. By the middle of October 1942 when this debate approached its

climax, the tactical situation had consideradbly chamnged. The Jap was

retreating in Papua, wvhers mnmwgr_ rozcc had won air superiority.
;,_..,-’J--w-
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On the other hend, in the Solomz;;. the Marines were maintaining &
rather precaricus foothold in the face of severe enemy counterattacks
by land, sez, snd air, Olearly the immediste danger wes there rather
then in Australia,®

The Planners belisved that there wers available in the Southwest
Pacifie sufficient aireraft to defend the area and to carry out a
1limi ted offensive, This had besn General Arnoldls contentlon prior to
his trip to $the Pacific; he reasserted the same views after his return;
and repeated them in 2 lestter to General enney on 6 December 1942,
Tarthermore, by the time that Kenney had ityped a new letter to General
.h:mld. renewing his requests for more air power and pointing out weak.
nesses in the unlts already availadle, the Joint Planners had consldered
the same prodlem and had submitted the following statistics to the
Joint Chisfs of Siaff:

Deficlencies and Surplugag of Alrcraft Qomparad
Yo the Cowmitments in the Jouthwegt Pacific

Arxy Sonmiimenty 1 Jan, 1943 28 Feb, 1943 Deficlencies o
surplus to exist on
28 Tad,

B3(H) 110 128 126 116
B(M) 112 95 99 -33
B(L) a7 25 3 -56
Photo 18 12 12 -4
Obmn 80 o 9 -71
Yighter 338 72 332 -6
Transport — 56 112 4112
Heavy
e e 22 2
08 — " 4 + 7
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Estimato of Japanese Strengih
VIB YOS$
Ares - L » Seaplanes  IEB
Sumatra 18 (1) 18 (1) 12 (1)
Jara 18 (1} 30 (1) 18 (1)
Maor ) 21 24 4
Borneo
Celebez ) a 36 8 =5
Melanasia 152 117 0 9 18
Carclines )
Nareballs BY 118 22 36

In addl tion to the above-listed Japanese strength, the JP3 pointed out
that the enemy could prodably withdraw some 400 additional atrcrafs
from other theaters and meie them avallable in the Pacific together with
approximately 500 ship-bassd aireraft. EHowever, they concluded that,
although the Aliled aircraft available did not mest the theater com-
mender's estimate, thers was a sufficient number to continue the of-
fensive operations contemplated in the Southwest Pacific. 12
Puring the months of the Papuan Campaign, MacArtimr had not lost
sight of ths objectivas of the offensive planned in the summer of 1942,
Iariy in Jemmary 1943, he outlined his concention of the execution of
that plan, His tactics were fo be largely based upon two prineciples,
vhich, with some modification, were to lead to an unbroken series of
victories in the Southwest Pecific, His experiences in the first year
0f the wexr had clearly demonstrated the value of sir power. One mejor
tectical principle, therefors, was that air echelons shovld move for-

ward progressively in such a way as to provide fighter and bomber cover
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for 211l surfsoce elements. ¥ A second mujor rrinciple wes thot in the
. course of these progressive moveisnts, ihe objective ghonld be Igolnted
vrior to r finsl essault, Agsin elr wower was to bte the princinal
. relisnce for this process of isolation in & theater where grext dlsicnces
and difficult Jungle country mede repid movement of land end sez forees
affioult,
A sugrestion of Adeirsl Xing thot the Admiralty Islands would be a
logiezl objective for initisl setlon brought a further exposition of
MocArihur®s vievs, The latter opnosed Eing's suzgestion beezuge 1t would
. have sdvenced surface ovmer: tiong beyond the renge of land-based avistion,
Fe envisseged the crmpaign as o series of stens ecch of which would te
vrotected by cirercft flyvine from nevly scquired bares, He did not be-
lieve that cuccess conld be achieved if $the eliminrtlon of eny ore-
liminary sten should result in 2 movement into Jausnese terriiory whers
air advrntagre wes entirely on the enemy's side, In the South Pacifie,
for exsrple, be urged ~n energeiic effort to clesr Gundslesnel znd to
est=blish alr berses there, followed by ¢ wovement sgsinst other eneny
. bases includireg lunda, Buln, and Buke., These nodnts bheving been geptnred,
land-bascd aviztlon could wrovide protection for surfece elements, and
it would be rossidle for Yihe fleet to opercobte oXfensively with the
destructicn of the emenv's flent * 5 its nrimary wission,V 14
The Joint Chlefe of 3%:ff were in substanilal sgreement s to the
. necessity for = limited offensive in the Preifie, Within the Corblned
Chiefs of Steff, however, there ws some disszreement, Thoush ke

Prelific wos an overs of Ameriern stratesie resmonsibility, the Zritish

. exmressed concern over thz a;rtegt af the olene for Foelfic oneretions,
ah—-b
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It was feared that the decision to meke the main strategic effort in
Barope might be forgotten. It wap admiited that pressure had to be
maintained upon Janan and that eperations in Purma were iwportant., 3But
the British warned that Allied resources in Hurope might bde drained into
the Pacific, and urged that movements in the direction of Trvk after
the Rabsul eampaign should be poatponed. 15
The U. 5. Yhiefs of Staff tock the position that there had been no
violation of %the concept which pnt the main effort in Furope, UJenersl
Marsh=ll pointed out that Awerica had been compelled to use offensive
efforts in Papus in order to prevent the cepture of Port Moresty., To
support these offensive sfforta it had been necessary to employ every
device for reinforcing the Allied troops in New OGuinea, Turthermore,
the ¢risis had arisen at a time vhen large forces were idle in the
Uni ted Eingdom. If a disaster had occurred in the Pacific, a Imge
diversion of effort to the Pacific would have been unavoidsble, As it
was, heavy bombers allocated to the United Kingdom had been diverted
to the South Pacific; ths United States had nearly been forced to
sbendon TORCH; and only bys'conrageous® dacision by Admiral King, had
necessary nevel forces for that operation been sent from the Pacific,
The ¥avy through Admiral Xing argued ageinst the setilng of definite
limits to Pscific operations, After Rebaul wes captured, the seme forces
might well be in a position to continue the offensive in the Marshalls,
At all events, assurance was needed that forces slready alloceted to
the Pacific would not be withdrawm, -°
The decision, which was incorporated in a report to the President

and the Prime Minister befere the end of Januery, pernittsd a continuation
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of virne Tor o liunited offensive, In genersl, 1% wos declded thet dllied

offensive mengures ~=oing* Jagon ir 1947 wo:l¢ consizt of efforta to
deatrny enemy chins ani shigoin~, of inkterdiction of Jmicness carmunicfa-
ticne b tris ord other nerns, rmd abtecs unon eneny ereund, sesr, and
~iv foreen. Hove suecific-lly Allied forcen were bo reintoln tie kA dwng-

211 line, secure coinuni ectiong By Austrrli~ cnd Fev Zealend, and
blogk enemy onorcpches to sustrelic. In 2ddition to these purely de-
fengive efforts, the racific forces vere censidered cepohle of . muiter
of affenvive setiors. Of thege, the qoab Lmiorbant vered  bo rdvonee
slong tke line wamor~Jeluld, ta vndertele ~ limited -ush rerinst the
¥eley Iarrier, noseibly to Mror, snd to move frow pidwsy towrrds the
TpulGuom line. The esnture of wohaul wes owserently consldered =
foresone conclusion, for it g decided 30 refreic from an advance fron
tre Pobsul ares toverds the Uruk-Gar: 1ine until enfficient forces were
aveilable o cerry throusk and follow um such gn offensive,

Yo zelion on the mert of the Joint and Corbined Chiefs of Staff
chrnzed tke mlan to n-ke Beesul the firet obhjective. By the end of
Tehrvery, Genersl Mecarihur bked incorvorsted hig trotie 1 wrircivles
$nto r h-gic stretesic wlrn, known &8 tre ®vton Plen, In ountline, the
Trton Flan Lollered that of 1%s npedecessors, with initirl movenents
into the Solomons ~s Tesk 1. Fask T wonld irvolve selzurc of the re-
meinder of the Joloransg rnd ~eoints on the partherst eonet of Yer Gulnez,
The selmure nnd cecumabion of habrul wes gl G 18

ith Teek 1 virtuslly commleted through the Gusdalesnsl oper=tion,

the Tlkton Plen outlired the deoloyment of forces in Togks 2 rné 3 in
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detell. Air bases were to be selzed and developed slong two general

. axes of advsnce: on the west tkrough New Guinen to Wew Bri tein, and on
the east through the Solomons to the seme goel. The initial operations
. alorg the western axis would result in seizure of airdromes on the Huon
Peninsula of New Guines, Yollowing this, points on Yew Georgla along
the eagtern axis would be similarly occupied. In the final stages of
the opers.tions, airdromes in New Britain in the west and on Bougaine
ville in the east wonld provide convenient bases for the isolation of
Eavieng end Rebeul. It was felt that the eastern flank of these operase

. tions wes relatively safe, since the sem and lend aress south of a line

fyon Buna to Guadmlcanal were under Allied control. On the other hand,
the Jep forces poimed in the Netherlands Xast Indies offered & constant
threat to the western flank, Machrthur believed, however, that Merauke
in southwestern New Guines conld be occupied 2s 2n air base and that a
holding force could he concentrated along 2 line Irom there mcross
Torres Strait to Darvin,

As Commender in Chief of the Southwest Pacific Ares, MuchAribur placed

. himgel? in svpreme commend of the general offensive. In its ecrlier

pheges, he would serve in amctual commend of the western axis, and as co-
ordinator of the operations ©f the South Pacific Forces., His command

would ineclude the following elements:
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Allied Aly Allfied West Center GRy XS South Pacific
Torces Nawl Force Force Reserve Forces
Torces
[ 113
5th RAAY Amphidious
Ar Force

In this command setup, each force wae assigned certein general tasks,
The Navnl Striling Force was to cover operations and to seek decislve
action with the enemy fleet. The Allied Alr Forces were to destroy
hostile aviation throughout the areas of operations, te atiack enemy
navel forces and shivping, to support operations of Allied task foress,
to defend forwerd bases and Torres Stralt, and to provide transport
aviation, The Allied Navel Forces, compomed of two teask forcea together
with PT boat squedrons and escort vessels, were to give nsvel supnord,
to defend forward bases snd Torres Strait, and to protect lines of com-
minication., The West Force, a self-conteined task force equipped for
ground and ghors-to-shore operations, wes to capiure Laes znd Madang and
sscure the Inon Peninsule-Markhsm River valley aress in order to acquire

air bases. The Center Force, orgenizod pri.mrily for mirborne and
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ovurs: ber ouerciions, vy io coagilidete rirfields tehind the generel
. line ?esncto~Talages in e Briteiz rrnd v ernturc Rebeul, Tt L-gb

-

wvould be corried out iz conjunetion with the Jouth Joclfic Tarees fol
. lowin,: their seizurc of Uer Georsl , Bougrinville, rnd orod bly ¥avieng,
A1l theoo garseations, of cour=e, would be sawnortes by tie Seuthvesd
Preifie ammhilbicos Tores wlth its drenspovt veessels ond landing erafi,
nd 1. the awm 1y servicewr vhich wo+ld srovide logistic suaport frer an
intermedirte bege in the !1lne Bmy sysa.
The first objsctive eoecifizd wdey this genersl wlan weg Lae on the
. Euon Golf in Morthezst T'er Gminmer, <Yhe attre™ egingt Lse we %o be 2
corbined onerction, emlorlng both sustr:lisn ~ud Americ.n troons, 4An
sirborne force, btrsed ot Port lloreshy -»d svn~orbed by overl:nd and rip-
torne suanly, toe to onercrie erat tlrougt the arkhem welley, at the
s Hue, sl ll ersft sunmorted br 14 okt weved veggels voulc eorry out
p reries of Yaborewso=ghors overtster! wovezeats nlony the corst, Hym
nassine 3aleucns cnd lomding in the vieinity o7 Lo2. With the cetuisition
of ne Brues ia bhe lekhez velley, new adrborne ruf ~hnre-to-.chore

e Juon Jenlnsula

i}

. oaers tlone vovld convarce on irdmmg, 1L0 ilex reros
on Aatrolebe Loy, overrurming Intermedlete objectives such #s Tinscheven
in the nrocess,

Lachrtivy ivtended to leve értziled wlenning for the South Foeifle
phose of tho nlrn %3 thet coaaond, reservine for kiaself ~uthority to
intiete the cebtasl oner: tloaeg, %his reservetlon vro uale beexuse of
his concontisn of fhe pesesslty for reoulring severzl advraced buges In

ordsr to wrovide rir cnymerrtion feor ermbidious rivnces, In this cose,

. - ,:.*';,“S;"-'«r;“:_"'_h: vy I
oo arae . CONFIDENTIA
SECURTY WEORATION CONFIDERTIAL

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12953
COMFIDENTIAL =i -

he believed that the line of Japanese airdromes at Kavieng, Rabaul, Buka,
. and Buin should be neutrzlized by use of bases in the Vitiaz Stralt area
of New Guinea prlor to an American invasion of the ¥Wew Georgia group.
. Specifically, MecAprtimr recommended the acoulsition of bases on the Hion
Peninsnla before & landing by the South Pacific Forces in New Georgia.
The next operation was to consist of simultanecus lendings by both
South and Southwest Pacific forcesm, Again the vwurpose of the operation
wos fomequire new airdromes in western New Britein and southern Bougain-
ville. Preceded by heavy sir attacks on Rabaul and Kavieng, Southwest
. Pacific forces wers to seize Cape Glouncester and Arawe, followed by
Gasmata Pnd probably Talasea, At the seme time, South Paclfic forces
would land on Bougmlaville.
The finel objectives were Kavieng end Rabeml, The Bikton Plan left
the capture of Kevieng to the South Pacific command, Put indleated that
MecArthur would decide whether Rebaul or Xavieng should be assaulted
first, The main landing against Reébanl was to be made by the Southwest
Pacific forces landing southeast of the town. The South Pacifie troops,
. meanwhile, were to make & secondery landing ot Atalikiikun or Talill
Bay. 19
General MacArtimr believed that the execution of this rather elabo-
rate plan required additional air units, 20 In the Fifth Air Force he
hed the eguivalent of 2 heavy boubardment, 2 medium bombardment, 3
fightar, and 2 troop carrier groups, together with 2 light bombardment
and 1 photo reconnalssance sguedrons, In addition the RAAF could probe~

bly spare from mainland defense 5 medium bombardment, 4 1ight bombard-

. nent, snd 6 fighter squadrons, eouipned with relatively modern alreraft.
. f“"““’ R 7 e A
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Al though MachArthmr d4id not sugzest an incraase of RAAF strength at this

. time, he did estimate that he would need the following addi tionnl Americsn
units for the Huon Peninsula campaign: 2 heevy, 2 medium, and 2% 1ight
bonbardment groups together with 3 fighter, 1 observation, and 2 troop
corrisr groups. Inaldition to these nnits, he considered the following
assentinl for the Wew Britain operation: 1 medium and 2 heavy boab grouns,
1 fighter and 3 troop carrier groups. 2
There ware severzsl prodlems intrsduced by the Elkton Plan which rew
quired action by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Perhsaps of most iwmportance
weg the necessity to confirm or reject MacArthur's suggestions as to
command of the operations. On 27 March General Marshall submitted for
consideration a directive which wonld esatablish command responsibdilities
for certain fubure operntions, including the establishment of alr-
fields on Xiriwlna and Woodlsrk iglands, the melzure of the Las-Selamans-
Finschaven.Madang arsa and western New Britein, and the occupation of
Bougainville., He recommended that these operations should be eonducted
under the Jupreme Commander, Southwest Pacific Ares; that the operations
. in the Solomonse shouls be under the direet control of the Commander,
South Paoific Area (COMSOPAC) operating under general diractives of the
Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific; and that "nawvsl units of the
Pacific Fleet assizned as task forces engaged in these operations re-
main under the control of the Commander in Chief, Pacific.® =2
The principal objections to Mershall's proposed directive came from
. Admirel King, In his officizl memorandum commentinz on the dirsctive,
it was stated that while the importance of & unified control was

e Tesiidims e S
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recognized, 1% was felt that it would be lmposaidle to separate opera-

. tions cosrried out by forces of the Pacific Ocean Areas in the Solomon
Tslands from the remainder of the Pacific Ocesn Areas, He, therefors,

. recommended that when guch forces were to act in conjunction with forces

of the Southwest Pacific, they should do so under the command of the
Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Aveas. MacArthur would contrel the
opsrations in his theater, while those in the Solomons would Dbe under
the direct commend of COMIOPAC subject to the generzl directives of
Genernl MacArthur. Admiral King also urged that something should be seid

. 4n the directive regarding the timing of the operations. He ohJected to
Mochrthurts thesis which delayed the enewal of operations in the South
Pacific until after the completion of the earllier phases of thoge in
the Sounthwest Pacific, 28

Differences on this subject were scon ironed out. Marshzll ade

mitted that the wordlng of the directive "akirted" the maiter of unity
of command, and thet he had desired %o aveld s gituntion where B lorge
navel foree would be controlled by an Army officer. He belioved, how-

. avor, that the operations ehould be coordinated by 2 single commender.
Eing pointed out that from the beglnning they had tried to prevent a
situation where differences of opinion betwesn MacArthur and Nimitz
might arise. At this time, however, there wis some doubt &s to where
the Janenese planned to strike next, and King btelieved that it was

. nocoasdry to meintsin the control of the fleat in a fluid state in

order to meet any enemy thrust. He suggested therefore & rewording of

24
ons naragrenh in the dixactive to meot this _regulrement. Bagpicelly,
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the directive as proposed originally by General Marshall was accepted.

The operations were to be conducted under the Supreme Commander, South-
weat Paclflc Area, but the crucial parsgreph, changed in accordance
with the Fevy's desires, wes made to reads "Units of the Pacific Ocean
Arems, other then thoes assigned by the Joint Chisfs of Staff to task
foreces engnged in these operations, will remsin under the control of
the Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocear Areas.t

Almost as importent as the matbter of the command for the proposed
operations was the guestion of ajditionnl zllocotions required under the
¥lkton Plan, The general policy of the Joint Chiefs of Staff was to
honor the requests of 2 theater commander insofsr £a wes possible, On
tho other hand, they were fsced with the perennisl prodlem of an in-
sufficient number of airerafi to £ill the needs of all commandera,
Under these circumstances, shortages had to be divided among the thes-

ters, 6

It was imoossible at thig time for the Joint Chiefs of Staff
ts glve Genersl MacArtimr» any smssurances that they could meet his final
estimate, They did expect, however, to mest hig nesds for the BEuon
Peninsuls phase of the campalgn before the end of the year. Of gome
significance, for exsmple, was the Joint Planners' declsion late in
1942 to equip & Dutct ajuadron with 26 B.25's by April 1943, and a
reaffirantion in Jenuary of a 0CS decision to eguip 45 RAAT squadrons
before the and of the yeor,

The most importsnt decision, howsver, as ®new units for the

Allied Air Forces was yet to be made. The Joint Plamners in 2 memoran.

dum of 18 March earefully considered two schedules for air reinforcement,
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In their recommendations, they discarded the more mmbitious schedule
on the ground that sending additional elrcraft to the Proific wonld
prevent an implementation of the bomber offenslve from the United
Fingdom, They belisved that the Fighth Air Force should be brought to
s minimm strength of 1,200 heavy doy bombers together with appropriate
supoorting aircraft as soon as possible. 28 The relatlve needs of the
various theaters were, now as slwcys, the determining factor., At this
time, Maj. Gen. Ira Zaker, worried over the slowness with which his
heavy-bomber strength wes being built up, wrote in e letier to General
Arnold: "I hope that you will not let that fellow George EKeuney, or that
other fellaw Tooey Spaatz, stezl eny of our heavy bombers.," This letter
could have been no more thon received when General Stratemeyer inforw
med Eaker that Mas a result of a lot of brass hats that are here from
the South and Southwest Pacific, you are going to lose another hezvy
group.®

Apparently the Joint Chiefs of Staff believed that the Southwest
Pacific merited more reinforcement than $he Joint Flanners had recom-
nmended, They selected, therefors, a second snd mors ambitious schedule
which allocated the following units to the Fifth Air Force, two of which,
a msdium and a heavy group, had vreviously been intended for General
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2o, LLel 20 June 1247 20 Jey, 1943 7L Dee, 12473

Tnite /0 DUnlts  4/C Imits  AJC  inits  2/C
Bawk om0 (7)) » 107 2 86 3 144 8 144
< 5.
. Bosb Go, (1) 1% ) 2 114 3 171 3 171
4 3,
Ttr. G, 3 755 3 a5 B i) 8 4RO
3 Sclb
For. So. Fite p o T % 2 24
T/C Go. e 100 7 188 4% 234 £ 234
& 3,
Okbsv. Gm. 32 50 1 12 1 i28
4 o,
Fhoto Om. e 16 e 13 1 51 1 51

This cekedule borether *18l ¢+ nremige nf one rdZ1tion-1 inlfzntry ¢ivie
edon Far the Sovtbwest Poelfic in the =gesnd ouarter of 1942 rnd ~nother
in the i3 aurrter war dieanichzl to reprosentatives of the Louthvrest,
South, rad Centr L Teelfis comrrndes then emferrins on future sntrsteay, sl
Witkin ¢ Acwr, the Preific eonfersrg Infornmed the Joint Ohiefe of Jtoff
that - 15k theee relnforecnend~, the fovees of the Sowth snd Jouthwest
Preific in 1943 vould te rhle o wrsh £lon~ ks Tew Guinsr esoat, el
. in> strate/4c noints to irclude [adane, =nd verld be oble to 1-ud on the
sorsherst porbicn of Toussinville Islond, on Orme fGloucester, und on

-
D2

Kirivins ond Voodlark icd-ads,
These ~1lec- tiong vens r lons vay so-wmrd Filling the revulrauents of
the theoter o frr es netv unibs ere concermed, CGenernl Kennep's L
. rediate nroblen, hovever, vra $o neintein thore flrer®y tn the therter

et mtkarired stren~tih, Iz 2 lette~ of =% Jrzuery 1947 o Jenscel Arrold,

re tod ~ointed out thet in .ﬁ.owme ne reetived 04 gonbot elreraft rond logt

— -k o=

. ,__,_,a-.;.-u:f. f‘;lz t?ﬁ T M
o ot

QECLRITY 1F0RATION
s CONFIDENTIEL
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

A0 AN Y
D E,ﬁf‘; LA ~ . )
55; in December he received 37 and lost 48; and from 1 to 21 January
. he received 16 fighters and lost 20, no light bombers and lost 3, no
medium bowbers end lost 8, and 2 heavy bombers and lost 12, During
. February the situation wes 1ittle better: 5 Cwd?'s, 3 B-26's, and 21
P-38's remched the Southwest Pacific, while 2 B~l7's and 1 C-47 were
destroyed, 2 B-24's were mieceing in combat, and 9 fighters, 5 bombers,
and 1 trensport were lost In accidents.
¥ar Department policy on allocetion of replacements wes not entirely
cleer. Genersl Arrold, in commenting to General Stratemeyar on Kenney's
. prodicament, stoted that "in some instences it is quite apparent that
Kenney 1s calling 'Wolf, Wolf,'" but ndded that in other instances, he
had & "justifisble kick." Arnold pointed out that sccording to his
records "the highest loss Kenmney hed in fighters in any one month wes
43 per cent, and the lowest, 11 per cent, an average of around 21 per
cent, The highest loss in bombers in any one month was 25 per cent, and
the lowest about 16 per cent." Arncld emphasized that a solution of the
problem wog essentisl, end thet he did not "want this matter to go eo far
. that we will be in as deep as we were in North Africa," o
The Joint Chiefs of Staff incorporated a decizion on this matier
in the ssre memorsndum which aseigned ndditions) unitm to the Southwest
Pacific., Thelr p?zn was to meintain a 25 per cent depot reserve in the
thecter, a flov of 20 per cent of the initizl esguipment per month as
. atirition airersft for combat units, and an actusl plane-for-plane re-
placement of transport losses., Genersl Arncld qualified this to some

extent, however, in a personsl letter of 50 March which informed Kenney
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that the 25 per cent reserve for all units was to be furnished fas soon
. as availability of airplanes" would permit, and that the attrition rate
would be 20 per cent "if losses justiry.® G
. This dscision though clear enough as far as it went, did not solve
& bothersome problem as to what type of sireraft the replacements would
be. So far as heavy and medinm bombers were concerned, a definite policy
had been established late in 1942. Xenney had been informed, somevhat
to his sorrow, that only B-24's and B-25%s were to be sgllccated to the
Pacific sreas, and no Be26's or B~17's had arrived in the theater since
. Novenber, 56 ¥o policy, however, had been established as to the type
of light bombardment to be furnished the Fifth Air Force, Kemney waated
A-20G's, but the situation was rather confused as to the rumber of this
type which wonld be available from production early in 1943, TFurthermore,
the Twelfth Alr Force was being glven priority in A-20%s, a2ad & project
to convert A-20's into P-70 night fighters was taking othera. Con-
gaquently there was some thought of sending the Fifth Air Force elther
A-36%3 or A-25's as light-bomber replacements, In Januvary Kenney
. radioed that he preferred the A-25 if 1t could be made available immedi-
ately, or if not he reguested more B-25's, On 23 March General Araold
initiated & series of R&R comments on this subject, suggesting that the
1ight-bonber problem might be solved by "some sort of swap" betwesn
General Spastz and Genersl Kenney. This R&R wes clrculated through a
. number of offices in Headquarters, AAF, By 4 May the merits of A-20's,
A.25's, ead P-33's hed been discussed; and Allocations &nd Programa
Division of OC2R hed racommended the allocation of P-40's "to luplement
® e
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the dive bombardment program in the Fifth Air Force," The final cone
‘ ment on the A-20's was written on 5 May and stated that any A-20G's
vhich were not needed hy the Twelfth Alr Force would he allocated to
. Genaral Eenney. a7
The policy with regard to fighter sllocutions was no clesrer than
that of light bomders., The requirements of the theater sugzested a
high-al titude, maneuversble fighter capable of combating the Japanese
Zero, snd with o range sufficient to provide cover for transports and
bombers, P~40's and P-39%s had already run up an imoressive record of
. victories in the Southwest Facific, From 14 November 1942 until 20 March
1543 in 8l P-39 sorties, 22 enemy fighters and 9 Jspanese borbers were
destroyed with only 1 P-39 lost. During the same period, 6 P-40's were
lost on 99 sorties in which 54 Japanese fighters and 5 bombers were shot
down, 28
Nevertheleas by March of 1943, the need for a base interceptor had
almost entirely dlsappezred, and meny felt that the P=-39's and P-40'g did
not have the qumlities necesssry for other fightsr operations, Xven the
. Curtiss-Wright factory representative in Australis indicated that, although
the P~40 had done a good job, something more was needed than the types
previously avellable., The Bell Aircraft repressntative also reported
adverse comments on the P~39, Affer flylng a P-39Xl for the first time,
Col, Richard A, Legg, commander of the 35th Fighter Group, declared that
. Hafter e yenr of combat I find for & Okristmes present the Army has

purchaesed a plane and sent it over to us in combat are% vwhich iz at least
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20 m.o.b. slower 5 .-n the originst ~lrne »hieh we heve deon fishting

® the vnr 4fh, IT 4rie ir o lles nyogress, I vorld like to ‘mo's ket

a2

Bell alrceaft heg beor dolnc?

. Zerner tented P-Ffts, tub wrofictlon schednles -nf fhe den-xds of
piPer thewtory resessit - ted © eorafu) rveighinc of the needs of erch, In
Jromory, Penvery ws inforwed thot Lis fighter ~lloen tions vere brasd on
1 P-72, 1 P-1D, end 1 P-%3 graun, and thei his vreolacements would rrrive
pecording to tre following scheduled 156 F-33's & month beginrineg in
Jenusry, 15 Ped2Ve ip Mereh, nonc in Arptl, ond 15 o noeth thererfters

. no #40bs vere rAlgcuied until Anril when 70 F40N1's werc t» be eent,

. followed b 15 in May ond June, znd %0 in Julw, 3y the end of February,
rowever, the schednle had been chenwed, The aituaticn in Horth Africa wasg
eriticsl, smd #11 avrileble P=73's were Leinz seat there ginee sttrition
wes kigh, Kepney wes laforred thrt ofter recelving ~mly eleiat Pu38Ys of
his Januery elleentioans, he vould recelve no more until June or July.

The D40 schedule s tlso chnnged, #nd the firet 40 P-40's wers now dew

lared vntil June with no nore then enough there=fter to maintein authoriczed

o strengsth, 4
Hearey could havrdly be setisfied with the unrelisble nature of his

aircref tmronlacement schedule, tut in genercl the sltustion in the Santhe

west Peclific conld Te conszldered frirly wremising by the end of llarch, A

vlan for fofurs onerctions Led hern wronnses, diecugsed, Aand generslly Aac-
. gcented., A £rirly Flexidle comz~nd structure hed been authorized, +ni &

vron.se bod been made of uore libersl reinforcemente: then had exriier

gsecmed mogrible, Indecd even CGenersl Kazney. gy-wprld mrob bly have been in
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partial sgreement with Genersl Arnold when he wrote that "an anslysis of
your requirements end the ensmy opposition . . . , compared wlth the

z2ddi tionel forces you mre now scheduled %o recelve, make 1t sppear that
. you are no longer the forgotten mamn,"
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Chapter III
THE AIR SERVICE COMMAND

. In scbmitting the Elkton Plan to the Joint Chiefs of Staff and with
their acceptence of its baslc proposals, Genersl MocArthur was comni tted
to a fairly definite offensive progrom, By the end of March he had ob-
talned a promime of what was considered = sufficient number of aiditional
air units for operations enviseged for 1943, But the first of these
reinforcements were not schednled for srrival in the theater until June

. or July; the schedule of replacement could not be commletely relied
upon; and attritlon, abont which General Kenney had expressed so mch
anxiety, was continuing. Indeed the situation might have becoms dis-
astrous had 1¢ not been that the Fifth Air Force had developed a par-
tlecularly efficient and skillfu) air service commend,

Fonctions of supnly and maintenance were unusually complicated in
the Southwest Pacific. In addition to norzal attrition expected in air

. oparations, the climate of New Guines, which so handiecapped flysrs in
comdat, made equelly difficult the duties of service units. There was
®0 much moisture in the atmosphers, for example, that electrical equip-
ment soon acquired & correding fungus growth, any metal surface was
subject to 2lmost immediate corrosion, and ordinary lubricating oils
apnlied as 2 preventive secmed wither to evaporate or to run off in the

. hot temperature., 1

Countless problems =1so confronted those responsible for keeping
combat and service units supplied. In goneral the three haslc difficul-

ties wore: the distance from the main supnly area in Australia to the
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principal source of supnly in the United States, the inadequacy of ship-
. ping and 2ir iransport, and the need for belancing the demands of the
various theaters with Ameriecn production. Within the theater itself
. there were other and more speciflc complications. Units were usually
widely separated, and transportation was difficult, In the enrly days,
farthermore, some of the service and supvly personnel were inexperienced,
records werc poorly kept, and mometimes it wos difficult to persunde
resporeible officers in depote to send perts forward to advinced points
whers they could be used more easgily, It seemed aldost that every nut
. and bolt presented a prodlem, and otherwise minor needs often required
najor efforts, 2
In many ceses the solution of the maintenance problem depended upw
on the solution of that of the supply., In Jammery and Februsry 1943,
for example, there wes a need for additionsl engines of the R-1830 serles.
A request in November indic2ted that Bw24's would soon be grounded if a
nutibar of BAwl830.43 engines were not received: in January, the B-1830.92
type for transporta were urgently requested; and = month later o geries
of messeges repested the reguests and added that the execution of the
vital air transport mission would be jeopardized if more engines were
not received, and if ceriain pleton rings necessary to overhaul enginses
alrendy on hand were not supplied. 8
Lapses or the part of responsible authorities in fhe United States
. occagionelly incressed the difficulties of the service commend in the
thenter., Parilcularly snnoying was the necesaity for de-winterlzing

meny of the combet aircraft which arrived in Austrslia from the
t?‘vl—_A__._Z:‘f v
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United States. With few excentions, 211 Cm47's, B-25's, and B-24's made

. the long flight to a themter, predominantly tropicel, eaquipped with
de-icing end engine-winterization equioment. From Jeamary through
. September 1643, the engineering section of the Z0th Service Squadron
slone de-winterized st lesst 22 Cud?'s (mowt of these in Jenuery), 107
B.05ts, and 43 B-24%g, Since this task wes only one of many which in-
cluded 50 and 100-hour ingpections together with normel repair and
meintenence activities, 1% frequently overtaxed the facilities and de-
layed delivery of new aireraft to combat units. As & result of com-
. plaints from the theater, OCSR informed Genersl Kenney on 14 May that
wintsrizstion iieme either had been or would be deleted frem all bom-
bardment sircraft sent to his thester. Two months later, however,
approximately helf of the Bu25%'s still reached Australia with winter
equipment and in August a meessge from Kemey indiceted that the same
wag true of Cud7'g, 4
These 2nd other maintenance and supply problems were the subject
of & large proportion of radic messcges beiween the theater and Headw
. quarters. Indeed the impregsion wss perhaps intentionally given tkhat
if & certain shipment of propellers, of turrets, of aircraft ceasings and
tubes, of valves, or of sny number of other spare paris did not arrive,
the success of Yifth Al» Porce operstions would be threstened. Actuslly,
eltkongh immediste operations were on cccesion dspendent upon the arrival
. of some part or piece of equipment, the principel denger was rather that
s gafety margin of reserves might become exheusted. Usunlly, supplies
srrived regularly enough to setisfy the needs of tke themter. In August

. a message signed by General Kennay assured. General Apnold that supplies
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had been furnished “within al £, % thit-on-ehbled requisitions to

Pptterson Fleld there was 2n average lapse of 26 days, and that dalafs
wers the result of unaveilability of material or difficulties in trons
portation. Moreover several months earlier Marshell and Arnold had
congratulated Kenmney uponr his keeping 80 per cent of his alrcraft in
coruipsion Mday in and day out," a feat which surpaceed "other theaters
in average performence." 5

This superior record of supply and meintenances cen be atiributed
to a number of factors. One of these wes an increase in Australian
productive crpacity, From the begimning of the war with Japen, the War
Department had urged the Pacific commenders to meke as much use of
Augtralisn facilities as possidle., In 1942, altkough their production
of wor materials was comparatively ingignificent, a number of commercial
alrcraft companles and airlines were cepable of providing needed maine
tensnce faoilities. The Aunstralian Natlonsl Airways and the Ansett
Alrweys et Mslbourne, the Commonwealth Alrcraft Company and the Australisan
National Airwvays at Sydney, and the Quantas Alrlines at Brisbane were
among thome eclled on for aid by American sir units, 3By 1943, exrtensive
repeir and manufacturing agencies had been estadlished in the large
east-coast cltles to nroduce critical paris, in some ceases the machines
and tools uged in thege shing heving been themselves manufactured by
hand, Indeed, by thig time too, Angtralisn manufacturers, alrssdy prow
ducing such planes as the Bepufort and the Boomerang, were contemplate
ing tke production of American models like the (47 or the P-47?, 6

Another reason for the success of the Fifth Air Force's service

function was the presence in Australia of a number of extremely ceapable
sy ko :; S
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filling a government bomber contrzct, snd held a2 nuwber of engineering
posts at MoCook Field, After severasl yesrs os =n instructor in the Adr
Corps Tacticel Schoecl at Langley Field and in the Infantry School at
Fort Benning, he went to Wright Field in 1639 as commanding officer of
e tactienl unit, Within o few monthe, however, at o criticsl period
in sirereft development, he wae apnointed chief of the Produstion
Engineering Section of the Alr Corps Materiel Divigion, After the out-
bresk of wer ir Zurope, he was sent ag asgsigtant military attachd to
Parie where Le wes tireless in visiting alreraft foctories, observing
the fighting quelities of French units, end interviewing the officers
themmelves. He returned to the United States well liked and respected
by the French and with information which, sccording to Genersl Arnold,
helped to bring "our production sné performence dope up-to-date,! 8

Kenney thue hed 2 real interest in developing an effiocient service
commend, ore which woe cspable of providing immediste service to combat
units a2t advanced bases as well as third and fourth eckelon msintenence
and mejor modifications &t depots in relatively secure resr arens,
Farthermore, in order to support an Allied offensive in which alr units
were to vlay a vitsl mnart, the gervice command had to be flexible
encugh to keep up with the advance and able to send its units forward
es fasgt, and in some cases fnster, than combat units., Thig wes in cop-
trast with the defensive neecds of early 1942, Then i{ had been planned
thet an air base group should be responsible for service in ezch of
seven geographicsl sreas within Augtrslias, 811 under the genersl guper

vision of the U, S, Army Alr Services. ®
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¥ith the formsl constitution of the Fifth Air Force on 3 September

. 1942, the existing service orgenization, the U, S, Arny Air Services,
had been "closed." It wes rcplaced on 27 September by the Air Service
. Command, Fifth Air Force, under Maj, Gen. Rush B, Lincoln uns$il
18 October when he wes succeeded by Brig, Gen, Carl Connell, Even more
sienifleant was a change in the theory of employment of service nnits as
indicated by their gereral movement forward during the fell, In July
1942 the 8ik Adr Base Oroup officially in the Sydney ares had sent most
of 1%s unite north to Port Moresby, the 2238 Air Base Group was located
. resr Brisbsne, the 35th in the Townsville~-Charters Towers ares, the 36th
at Tocunwsl neur Melbourzz :nl at Laverton inland from Perth, the 45th
et Charlevills, and most of the 46th at Daly Waters over three hundred
miles south of Darwin, At the same time, the 4th Adr Depot Group was
at Tocunwal and the 8lst was divided bDetwsen there and Brisbane, Of
all the service groups, therefore, only the 8th Air Bage Group had
reached New Guinez, and many were still 2,000 miles away in southern
Australia, 10
. Within six months, major chenges in location bad taken place, By
Novewber the alr base groups, now redesignated as service groups were
located as follows: the 8th at Port Moresdy, the 224 near Brisbene,
the 35th at Charters Towers, the 36th divided between Port Moresby and
Milne Bay, the 45th batween Charlavilie and Port Moresby, and the 46th
. at Mereeba neer Cairns, The 4th Alr Depot CGroup at the some time had
moved to Towasville; the 8lst and a new arrival, the 27th, were at or
near Brisbane, Claearly the center of service fotivity had moved north,
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Three months later virtually the eatire 46th as well ez detmchments of
the 224 and 35th Service Groups had moved to Port Moresby together with
the 27th Alr Depot Group. By February 1943 then the great majority of
service units wers concentrated in New Guinea and in the Brisbene or
Tovngville areas in Australia,

One of the most significant developments of late 1942 and early
1943 wag the oveninz of Depot Fo. 2 at Towngville, "an ingtallation un-
matched in size and production votentisl snywhere cutside of the Unlted
States and EIngland," A decision in the summer of 1942 to make Townsville
the center of major supply end naintensnce activities was in keepinzg
with sn offensive strategy. Townsville at that time wazs almost in the
forward ares and suffered occasional alr atitmeclks, but the advantages of
a central deoot within 700 miles of FPort Moresby were immeansurable.
Furthermore Townsville had the advanteges of sn excellent sivpors, a
Bergdl table? harbor and Jetty, snd railrosd connections, On 7 Angust
1942 General Kenney appointed Col, Donald W, Benner as officer in charge
of Townaville Branch, Supply and Malntenance Seetion, U, 8, Army Alr
Services, and & month later he agsigned Lt, Col. Victor E. Bertrandias,

& former vice president of Donglaa Aircraft, to the 4th Air Depot Group
with the specific task of building the denot. 12

During September 1942 Berirandiss was confronted by numerous
problems, c¢hief among which were the acquisition of building materials
end the finding of a labor supnly. The depot, according fto the original
concept, wasg to include alx 170 x 200-feet znd five 100 x 200-feet

wooden srch hangars for revair and five more for warehousing, together
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with a eamp for 600 officers and men, This wae = formidable task, and

51

although Bertrandiass had the complete support of both Generals Kenney
and Connell, he found that delivery of tunilding materials could Dde
promised only for some uncertain future date, and that hiring of & suf-
ficient number of civilian laborsrs was virtually impossible, The few
Augtrelian civilians availsble were members of the Civilian Construction
Corps, well organized and quite independent., The Americene complained
that these civilfans refused to work Sundays and wore than an eighte
hour dey, that they Inslsted on time out for tea, and that "rain wes
alwys & signel to seek shelter,” 13

This sltuatlion mede 1t clesr that the principsl reliamnce for cone
gtrmetion of the new depot would have to be upon Americen military
pergomnel, The 4th Air Depot Group, chosen to conmtruct and operate
the depot, had already had considersble construction experience in the
theater, having arrived in Austreliaz the February before. In the en-
suing months its units had been scoitered throughout southern Austrslis,
but 1ts chief actlviiy had been to construct a large repair dsvot at
Tocunwal near Mellbourne. The first of the 4th Air Depot Group's units
arrived in Tcwnsville in eerly October. A+ that time little construe-
tion had been done on the new depot, and its site outside of the towm,
wee merely e vest ares of some 1,630 acres covered with treex. It was
celevlated that 1t wovld take civilien lsbor at leamsgt six months to
coxplete the comstruction work, but a two-month demd line was set in
order that the major work could be completed before the beginning of the

rainy semson, Bertrandiss insisted that more than tke 1,000 enligted
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men mssigned to ths grouv would be required to meel that dead line, and
he scquired sn additional 370 men from the 1lth AC Replacement Control
Depot, & unit at first made up of unerganized caguals, but later desig-
nated the 834 Depot Repalr Squadron and assigned to the group. 14

The work was difficult snd the hours long, One compensating
fenture of & 12~ to i8-hour working dsy was that the men at first were
thereby kept from reslizing that they were no longer near the southern
cities where life wes easier and recreational facilitles meny., By
December 90 per cent of the original project wes complete, and the men
could talte time oub occaslonally to listen to the groun's nevly formed
dence orchestra snd to wish that the special smrvice officers would dring
them some recreational eguipment, Their principal Christimas pressnt wes
an official commendstion from Generel Kenney praising the 4th Air Depot
Group, the 11th AC Replacement Control Depot, and the two signal come
panies for completing the project in record time and for thelr Moyalty,
dlligence, and efficilency.”

Meanwhile Colonel Berirandlss had recelved added responsibilities,
On 20 October 1942 he replaced Colonel Benmer as Alr Service Command
Representative for the Townsville Area, and with the establishment of
the Advance Echelon, Air Service Command, Fifth Afr Force at Townsville
on 26 Jamary 1943, he became its commander, Within thls broader organ-
jzation were not only the 4th Air Depot Group, but alsa the other service
anits in northern Queenslani. In late 1942 these included service units
for the 189th and later the 434 Bombsrdment Groups st Mareebs, the 3d at

Charters Towers, and the 224 at h‘oadstock By the first of 1943 sll
M
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combat units exmept the 90th Bomberdment Group {H) had pushed forward

'

53

. 40 New Guines, and thus the inatallations at Townsville, now known
unofficially as the "Fourth Air Depot," were the nrincipal responsibility
. of the Advenee Echelon, Air Service Commend. 16
Since April 1542 service units had been performing front-lilne
maintenance and supply for fighter planes and for bombers which used
Port Moresby as an advencad base. In September the mctivities of these
few units were coordinated by the establishment at Port Moresby of the
Advance Hesdquarters, U, S. Army Air Services, and later of the Alr
. Service Commend, Fifth Air Force, The duties of the Advance Headw
quarters, under the command of L+, Col, Henry A, Sebastlen, were many
and veried., It was to be a "c¢learing house for all Alr Corps supplies
ot the island, for petroleum, for sslvage, for aircraft returning to
the Augtralien mainland, for =11 the st getersas from requisition to
erash boats, from personnel to the 2llocaticn of equipment and parts.t 17
A good example of the experiences of a service unlt{ in Hew Guines
during the fall of 1942 ia that of the 8th Service Group. This unit,
. at that time the only corplete service groun in the Pori Moreshy ares,
had = rrived there in July; 1n November it conslsted of 54 ofiicers and
1,100 enlisted men., During these months 1t wes the mainstay of numerous
combet units, In the first place it was responsible for manning Jackson
sirdrome and for controlling all base operations there. This contrel
. involved both night and day filights of 1 fighter, 1 medium bomberdment,
and 3 heavy bosbardment sauasdrons, 211l of which from time %o time oper-

sted from the airdrome. In the second nlece, it operated the Arcadim
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Transient Camp, which houged and fed combat crews as they pessed through
. Port Moyesby to or from the meinland. Thls respongibility required the
service command to provide a permenent kitchen staff in addition to a
. detachment of zn officer and 50 men, Purthermore the S8th Group operated
en sir devot for both the Port Moresby snd the Milne Bay areas and was
responsitle for salvaging demaged sircreft on five Part Moresby alr-
dromes, on nearby islends, and along the coast for 80 miles, Finelly,
1t performed first, second, &nd third echelon naintenance on transient
atreraft, third echelon meintensmce on all fighters using four eirdromes
. from August through November; third echelon maintensnce on atteck alr-
creft using two airdromes in Sentember end October; and firgt, second,
and third eschelon maintenance on traunsports using thres alrdromes. 18
The general movement forward of ground echelons to Port Moresby
provided some relief for the overburdened 8%% Service Group, Of equsl
imortence was the arrival early in December 1942 of the 27%h Atr Deput
from Brisbene, Unfortunately, the denot group could not at once assune
1ts expected responsibilities. It first had to construet work ghope and
. s camn arez, Upon disemberking from the ships at Port Moresby harbor,
the men piled into Ausirelian trucks and were carrled for seven miles
into the Now Guines wilderness betwsen two ranges of hills separating
¥ards from Jeckson airdromes, Thers the 900 or morrgj?ound themgelres
in & demolate ares where "every inch of ground wns covered by the
. mosquito laden tough fibrous waist-high Kunai grase,! &% firgt they
had only their barracks bags end field packs, Other sup niieg and squip

ment had %o be brought £rom the ships and uncrated before gsuch essentinls
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as fleld kitchens could be set up, Some source of water had tc be

found as the men soon drailned thelr econteens and lyster bags, the oniy
water immediately avallsble, They soon found, moreover, that the table
of basic 2llowances hardly sufficed t» meet such = situation., A denot
repeir soquadron, for exemnle, wes allotted one cerpenter kit, and with
this 1tes personnel had to clesr the area ead bulld tents as well as any "’
other buildings neceasary, 19

As mcon as the cump had been estmblished, the men turned to duties
for which they had been trained, Welding, sheet metal, and mchine shops
were sat up, usally by throwing a 30 x 60-foot canves over & wooden
framework, Unfortunately cenvas was scerce, and some of the preclous
machinery left unprotected wos ruined during the rainy season. 3But the
graup kept functioning, Machine lathes were busy, in nmany cmges meking
needed perts for the repair of fighter planes which by the latter part of
Decexber wore belng hrought to the shops. Adequate work could not be
done, however, until a rerl denot wes avalleble, Since there were no
engineers at that tixe for construction, 40 per cent of the groupts
pergonnel were instructed to bulld the devot for themmelves on & site
vhich rain had reduced ¢t~ thick mud, Heavy machinery bogged down and
1,400 yards of ceble were broken in healing it out, but the job was
done,

By Yebrusry 1943, the supnly and msintenance situation at Pord
Moresby verhops for the first time could be described as well in hand,
All ground echelons of the bombardment units which regulsrly used Port
Moresby had arrived and had taken ovsr first znd second echelon maln-

tenance. Service units, therefore, could devote themsslves more %o
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third echelon maintenance with the 27th Air Depot Group doing fourth
echelon maintensnce. Some of the pressure had also been relieved by
several Wer Depertment decisions. On 16 Janusry General MacArthur hed
been informed thet he was authorized an additionsl repair squadron for
each depot group, and that those for the 274¢h and 8lst Air Depot Groups
would be sent from the United States. In eddition, Kenney learned that
ordnsnce sections, consiating of one esptain and three enlisfed techw
niciens were to be supplied to esmch fighter end bombardment group head=
quarters, 21

By the spring of 1943 & genercl maintenance policy hed been as tab-
lished., PTighters were to be repaired in Few Guinea, end bombers, if
they could fly, were to be sent back to the better-established depots in
Anstrslis. These facilities on the mainland were then capsble of elmost
mese production methods. For exemple, in Jamery Kenney informed Fatterson
Teld that focilities in Australie wonld soon be copable of mamfacturing
sufficlent belly tanks for 211 his fighter aircraft. This emounted to
1,200 tanks = month, In April he asserted that ell engines could be
overhauled locally, and three months leter sdded that his theater would
be equipped to hendle &ll propeller overheml and replacement of bladas. 22
The futies of the busy centers at Townsville and Brisbane wers be-
comine more snd move diversified. The Aircraft Repalr snd Overbaul
Section had the following subgections: paint, fabrie, and dope shop,
‘broke repsir, hydraulic, and rubber repair, In the machine shop were
the machine, sheet metal, electricel maintenance, heat treating, plexi-

zlags, welding, radiator, woodworking, regulator, electro-plating,
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supsrcharger, pwm overbaul, and vhotogrephic sections, In addition

.

| *

. the group included e vropeller shopm, an instrument overhauwl shop, a
ges section, an enormouns pup-ly section, and 2 signal commany responsi«
. ble for the operation of telsphomes, switchboards, radios, and of a
signal supply deoot. 23
These duties were almost overwhelming, btut otherz were added to
them, In January it wap decided that more buildings were needed to house
the many supplies thenleing kept in boxes in tho open fields. Again the
4th Air Depot Group furnished construction personnel, and by the last of
. April "the group had succeeded with the agsistance of Australian labor
in constructing & totol of (16) warehouses and seven revair hangers,®
Only by 24~hour days and seven-day weeks could the demands of the theater
be met, snd not until early summer was & part of the burden lifted with
the a»rival of two new devot groups, the 12th snd the 15th, In a period
running roughly from December 1942 to June 1943, the 4th Group had 1o~
paired 224 sircraft and erected 55 others, overhauled 136 engines, com-
pleted 1,3 work orders of 5,390 received, completed 489 propellers,
packed end inspected 910 parachutes, completed 2,821 fabrication units,
947 control surfaces, 525 brake assemblies, 191 landing gears, 161
hydranlic units, end 114 selfwgesling fuel cells. In its supply depot

the group had received 5,465,638 pounds of goods and shipped 1,654,941

by truek, rall, air, and ship,.

. Thess feats of workmanship were mccomplished 4in & monotonous rou-
tine of labor covering lonmg hours day after day. More spectacular per~
haps were the achievements of mervice and depot uniis in modifying

. pireraft. Every theater had 1ts own particular problems. In many cases
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standard types of alreraft, of armaments, of bombers. end of countless
other items were unsnited t» tactics employed. Furihermors there was

a lapse of time between design =nd delivery which prevented modifications
carried ont at the factory from keeping up with specifications rgsquired
in the fleld. Thisg was particularly true in a Pecific theater where
combat units were meeting conditions unforescen when materiel was first
designed. As a result, every fiyer hed his ideas of how a weapon should

be modified, and "there was herdly @ tactical or service squadron which

was not busily engaged in hanglng more guns or armour on Army Alr Forces

alrplanes,” This tendency could have had disastrous results, since an
individualts ideas when implemented led frequently to "atresses and
strains, welghta and balences, undreamed of by the mamufacturers.t 28

But the Fifth Alr Force encouraged modification through the
agencies of the Air Service Command., General Keaney persuaded the War
Dspertment in the spring of 1943 that aircreft should generally be flowm
to the Southwest Pacific unmodified in order to save time in delivery. w6
By the summer of 1943 modificatlon projects were under way in New Guinesa,
in Townsville, and in Brisbeme, Prior to that time most of this work
wes carried out at or neszr Brisbene.

Since mid-1¢42 the 22d Service Group and the 8lst Alr Depot Group
had been located in the Archerfield-Amberley~Togle Farns.Brisbane ares,
There, directed by such officers as Col. Ralph L, Fry and Col., William H,
Monay, commonding officer and executive respectively of the 8lst Air
Depot Group, they had performed fects of supmly snd maintensnce gimllar

to those of the Townsville mmite, 4 femous "charscter® of thig ares,
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wvhose repvtation had spresd to other Facific areas, was Maj. Paul

YParpy" Gunrn, materiel officer of the 3d Bomberdment Grouv., Perheps as
mick as eny other single individu=l he should be given wradit for the
success of major modificetions., He not only was a veberan flyer bub

a designer who had the reputation of being M"exacting in efficiency and
ability" anéd able to do things with aircraft which cthers would not
attemnt,

In the summer of 1942, Gunn had supervised a major modificetion on
the A-20, Orginally the A-20 wus armed with only four ,30-cel. mechine
gang, end 1ts ghort range made a flight over the lofty Owen Stanley
mountains extremely dengerous, After o considerable amount of experimen-
tation the 30th Repalr Squedron together wlth some members of the Slst
Depot Hepalr Squadvon attached four ,50-cel, guns to the nose and added
two 450-gsl, boxb bay tanks, The A-20 then becsme 2 potent wespon which
Genersl Whiteheed's advanced combat echelon employed continucusly during
the Papuen Campaign. 28

The success withk the A-20 undoubtedly stimulated Generzl EKenney's
interest in astack aviztion, More than 10 yearwm before he had tavghi
"sttack™ conrses in the Alr Corps Tactical School at Langley Fleld.
Perhaps he wee following his own teachings when he developnad in 1942 a
thecry c.:f low-level bombing and strafing attacks carried out by planes
havirg sufficlent forwarsd fire power to overvhelm sntialreraft op-
vosition, Doring the fall of 1942, the 8lst Depot Repalr Squadron was
cresting on even more vowerful wespon than the A-R20 for uge as an at-

tack plene, With the bleasingv of General Kemney and supervised once

q...-w--w..“ Fow T e -
£ -
3 E e o

™ 3 F E"I‘w ot
LPLJH:}\E h‘: L)i\jilf%j!

Mcgn}rj““ ol {

ve o,

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
KSERICIED
B . o
GONF ’ FNTIAL
more by Major Gunn, they begen experiments on the sturdy B-25 medium
i . boxber, They took off the lower turrets sné the tail zun and added
; forward-firing machine gurs until four bristled from the nose and four
. more from blisters atteched on eitker side, The result was a plane
which was cepable of carrying 60 smell frogmentation boubs together with
6 x 100-1b, demolition bombe, ard which had an unper turret with two
B50=ezl, mechine guns in addition to the eight firing forward, 29
In Decemter, a three-man crew consisting of Mejor Guun as pllot,
Jack Fox, Yorth Americen factory repregentative as co~pilot, and an
. enlisted bturret operator, carried out severel experimental runs. Al-
though seversl minor corrections hed to be made, the modification was
aprroved, and within three months spproximately 30 B-2G5's had been so
modi fied, %0
According to theater reports the new "straffer," with a crevw of
three men, hed a aunber of adventages over the A-20, In addition to a
longer renge, & heevier bomb load, and heavier fire power including
upner-turret protection, it cerried & co-pllot end had instruments for
. flying in stormy weather or derimess, extremely comforting factore for
the flyers, There were, of course, a nmumber of disedvantages. Having
e orulsing speed of some 200 m,p.h., it was slightly slower than the
A.20, and its speed of 250 m,p.h. while crossing the target wag from
10 to 20 miles ver hour slower. It mede a large target, and the Aw20
. was more mancuversble, but meneuversbility wes not consldered narticuw
larly important while flying et a 150-foot altitude. With 2,000 rounds

of anmnition for the forwarﬁrfiring gung, | it was subject to noge-~hezviness,
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btut pilots could soon accustom themselveés to this flight characteristic.
The advantages, therefore, clearly cutwelghed the disadvantages, Indeed
Jack Fox declared that having two vilots in the Bw25 alone mede that

&
plane prefereble to the A-20 as a strafer,

The successful modifiestion of the A-20 and the B-25 did not in
1tgelf spell snccess for low-level atitacic theories. The planes wers
avellable, armed with the requisite forward fire power. But the theory
of attack aviation included the use of bombs dropred from an aliitude
which rendered & miss unlikely. Without the use of a bomb armed with 2
guitable delayed-action fuze, however, this presenied the possibility
thet the attack vlane would be destroyed by its own bombs. As early ax
the summer of 1942, Genersl Kenney had sponsored experiments with fuzes
in order %o develop one with a five-second delsyed action. A partially
satisfactory result was achieved by modifying the standard M-106 tail
fuze, A new detonator housing was constructed, and standard RAAT deto-
nators with onow, five-, elght~, or eleven-second delay insertad. In
carrying out low~level attaciks on shipping, these fuzss were extensiwvely
used, It was soon discovered, however, that many bombs so fuzed failed
to detonate, and were by no means so satisfactory es the standard MLL3
faze. Xenney early 1n January requested 1,000 fuzes of the latter type,
and later caleoulated that he needed 2,000 MlLl3's a month, Idttie conld
be done with these requests in the United States since the fuzes were
still undergoing extensive tests end were not in mass production. Within
two months, however, the tests were almost completed. They had shown

that legs then one-half of 1 per cent of the ML13 fuxes were duds, and
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Gen, H, K, R=mey, V Bomber comrander, wes agsured that so far rs the

fuze situstion was concerned "we arc sbout to get out of the woods,* a2

Bonbs armed with the MI1Z fuze were to be of use princivally
ageingt shipoing, There wes an squel need for bombe which counld be
dropped with safety 2geinst land targets. Genersl Kenney ageln had
initiated & solution to this wroblem., A parachute wes added to the small
2%.1b., frzgmentation bomb armed with an instantaneouns fuze, These were
carried in a sort of honey-comb rack which could be fastened in the bomb
bay. Yorty or more bonbs could be loaded in an A-20 depending upon the
number of extra fuel tanlcs carried. The first resl test of the parafrags
occurred in September 1042 when sn atiack conrdinated with medium-
el tltude bombers sehleved so mich suecess in destroying warked enemy
pleces that the morale of the whole command scared, ar unusuel experience
in 1942, 58

The vge of theme bombs, however, wee 1limited by the available supnly.
Persfrags developed in tho United Statem wers being menufectured by
Jenusry 1947 in fairly lerge quentities., But they were belng turned out
in clusters, Since both the A-20 end the B=25 were equippred with racks
sui tabtle only for individual bomba, modification had to be performed by
Genersl Connellls service command, This was a difficult task. The
¢lugters had t» be torn spart, and end cover plestes and vertical sus-
pension wires added. Xenney could not understand why it wes not "just
gxn ensy to do the job right back home.! Further experiments were belng
cerried oub in the United States, and eerly in May Arnold assured Xemnney

that a new vertically svspended parafrag, the M-'?z, weg in production
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and would be dispatched to the Sonthweat Pacific as soon s they were

@ "physically’ aveileble, —

Parafvags nroved to bave a viclous effect when drovned by low-

. level attack planes, Fifth Air Force designers were mlso experiment-
ing with antinersonnel homds 4o be dropped from high-and medium-altliunde
hombers, &n effort prodbabdly inspired by a "dalsy-cutter” suployed by the
Japaness with devastating results in many of thelr 1942 relds on Allfed
alrfields. Soon the FLfth Mr Forcels flyers were dropping 100-, 250-,
B00=, and 1,000=1b, bombs with two layers of oneweighth inch wire wrapned

. $tightly around the outside, Iron rods one-fourth inch thick were also
placed lengthwise zround & 100=1b, bomb, They were bound in place with
wire, A time fuzc was then attached Yo provide an alr burst, In spite
of the apperent effactivencss of this ond the other wlre-wrspred bombe,
they were &)1 in an experimentsl stege until the suumer of 1943, and
teste were being coratantly conducted by the Fiftk AMir Force to dlscover
dlspersion, density, welght, snd quantity of fragments,

. Experinents with fuges, with bombs, and with other offensive equip-
»ent for all types of aircraft were contlnucus in o theater vhere »

limi ted number of sirgraft mede every improvement significent. The
prireipal modificetions of a defensive naoture were carried out on the
hesvy borbers, B-17's had been used in the Southwest Paelfic since they
firgt resched the Philippines in September 1541, Then the B~17C and D
. were the only models aveilsble, The first Bo17%'s were used in Jave six

months later, snd by the suyx_gmer of 1942 the ¥ model wag arriving in
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Angtrelis, In general, each succeeding modsl was e.n 1mpro-rement orer
. the preceding, dut in at least one respect, the B-17E was preferred to
the P, Flyers of 434 Group, the only B-1l7 organization in Australia
. after November 1942, 4id not like the new plexiglass nose, They ame
serted that vision was impaired because of distortion, and that in
case of accident, the B-17H nose, mede in sections, was easier to
repair. They pointed out furthermore that forward-firlng machine guns
to meet froantal mtiacks could not be satlsfaciorily mounted in plexiglass.
Rarly experinents by B-17 syuadrons led to more widespread modifications,
. and by Jamary 1943 the service command wag adding two ,B0-cal. machine
gans to the B-17E nose and substituting it in the B-17F, 86
By thia time, howsver, the majority of heavy-bowber operations were
being carried out by the B-24, Although the 90th Group, equipped with
the Liberator, was running up an impressive score of eneny aircraft shot
down, from the begluning there had been a genersl feeling that the plane
wag not well defended, A% firgt Genaral Kenney considered the lack of
. the ball turret as the chief defensive weakness, but he soon became
convinced that the lack of forward fire power was more importent, i
This weakness was gensrally ednltted, Xenney was advized from AAF
Headqunrters that the B-24 nose-gun installation wes being redesigned
for greater upwerd fire, and that for the time being he could cut awvay
the floor from under the present gun %o increase the field of fire.
. Meanwhile Generel Commnell bmd turned his men loose on the problem.
Funerous expedients were itried. Jack Fox and Major Gunn worked for a
30-hour stretch trying to install into the nose of & B=24 & lower Bendlx

.' tarret removed from & BoPS 4trxfey.— Anoskér 1déa wes to install a nose
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turret and to have the m i’e oﬁi ahplat:t’orm ahove the gunner,
. The B=24 gquadrons objected to this and suggested tkat the gun ingtalle=
tion should be above the bonmbardier. The acceptable golution wes firelly
. worked out &t Archerfield where a Censoliduted tail turret wos installed
in the nose. Kenney informed Genersl Arnold of this early in January,
He requested that 35 tall turrets be delivered to him immediately for the
B-24's slresdy on band, end that the Hawaiien Air Depot be instructed to
neke = similar installation on all future deliveries, The turrets, ship.
ved by water, 314 not arrive in Augiralis until late in March. On 1 May
. Eenney requested an additional 36 tfurrets to equlp the remeinder of bis
Bu24¥g and reported that the installation had "greatly incremsed comdet
efficlency of this type sirplasne by improvement of both /:tho,:f morale
of the men and [ the / tectical value of the airplane,"

The problem of inmdequate frontel fire power was thus satisfactorily
solved, but new questions srome mc to the wvolue of the tail and the ball
turret. By May General Eenney had decided in his own nmind upon the most
degirsble aruament for the B=24, At that time he received the backing

. of Generel Arncld when he informed Genersl Bmmons in Hawail that "I am
not interested in standerdizetion with other theaters and unless modifice~
tions are made in my way we will do the work in Southwest Pacifie Area."ag

Kenney was informed that the following modificstions were to be carried

cut by the Hawsllen depoi: removal of the tall tm're’t, 1ts installation

. in the nose position, and installation of flexible guns In the tall and

of a retractable hell turret in the belly. These changes were desired

by both the Haweiian Iepariment snd the South Pacific theater, But
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sl though Kenney approved of the nose turret, he definitely did not want
the other chenges, On 12 May he informed the War Depariment tbat he wished
to retain the tail turret ond to substitiute manually operated twin .50%s
for the bell turret, After sn exchange of a mimber of messages, he
18ated on 16 July his objections to the bell turret: the danger of the
turret Jamring in the down position and thus causing a serious landing
acclient, the extra welght and Fextreme aft CG locetion,® and the sulta.
tility of lower tvin ,50%s for the type of attack met in his theater,
The reply to this message argued tkat there were provisions in the plane
for retracting tke turret by the bombeheisting mechentism in czse of danage
o the hydraulic system, and that the inetsllation of the nore turrat
gave a satisfectory center of grevity leeation, Purtbermwrs Kenney was
informed that other theaters wanted the bell turret, that the B«24 would
therafore come off the vnroduction line souipped with them, and that he
shonld give them a further +trial, 40
A month's trial d1d not alter General Kemney's conception of the
proper armament for the B-24., On 26 August he signed a messege which re-
assertsd the velue of the nose turret in fmproving both the morale of the
craws 2nd the tactical vslue of the sirplene, and requested 50 adcitional
turrets, which together with the 149 that had el ther arrived or were on
order would equip all his B-24%'s., Two weeks later, he repeated hiz dis-
like for the ball turret, and stated that the twin .50's would be instal-
led either in Ausirslia or in Hawaii if facilit{ies were not aveilsble at
modificativn centers in the United States, —
This radic memsege brought two replies on 14 September. The first

ven signed by Genersl Arr.u}d snd originated in the office of the Chief
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of the My Staff. It stated that is RS ﬁ?*ast“%s Headguarters" had
olways attempted to comply with the desires of the thester commender
end would continue to do so., It contimued: "I recognize the fact that
we czn and should be eble to accomplish installations and modifications
on alrplanes with congiderable lessz trouble end loas of time then the
theater, but you must algo accept the fact that when ve Initiate a
change as a result of a theater requirement, thisg change is incorporated
eoither in a factory line or else in a modification production line and
mejor changey cranot be made without slowing un production.” The mes~
sage continued that all other theaters wanted the bgll turret, that it
had therefore hecome "a factory production line installation," and that
in order to comply with Kemney¥s desire, i1t wonld have to be inmtzlled
in the factory snd then removed in the modification center, a2 most inef-
ficlent operation,® The message, however, concluded: "We will remove
the turret if you do not want them, Your decision at this time will be
finsl for your theater,” The second message, alsoc signed by General
Apncld, originated in AOfAS, OC&R, and read: "Ball turrets retractabls
are to be removed from 8ll Be24 airplanes destined your theater . , . .
Ring mount manual opersted twin caliber 50 bdelly guns will be installed
here," 42 Eemney replied on 18 September thet both these messages had
srrived at the same time, and that the mction indicated in thoe one from
OCER "ig desired for oll B-24's destined for here," 43

In the late spring of 1943 many of the problems which faced the
Tifth Aixr Force had not been selved. There wes still a lack of supplies.
Spere parts and nieces of enuipment sometimes were slow in grriving, A

sztisfactory alrburst fuze hed not heen developed, ZExperiments were
4:—-"":: :ﬁ:d ! w g"}%“—ﬂ.
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continuing on various types of fragmentatiorn borbs, and not nntil the
late summer hed the last word been seid on B-24 modification. Othervige,
however, the accomplishments of the service and depot units car hardly
be exaggerated, In a report of sn official inspection of the Paclfic
Arecs during March 1943 it wes ssld: "The 5th Alr Force is a wellw
organized, efficiently run anmd very effective unit with high morale,
One reascn for iis effectiveness is that it includes = well organized
and conducted Alr Service Commsngd.® “ Depots end gervice units were not
orly esrrying out normal supoly and maintensnce tmske, but they were
tuilding cemp aress, constructing shope end warehouses, and using their
ingenulty to develop modifications for combet sirersft, By March 1943
some of these modificetions, notably the davelopment of the Bu25 attack
plane, were slresdy paying dividends, Indeed, it is donbiful if meny of
the victories won by the Fifth Adr Force could have been achieved wlthout

the type of bombing made possible by these technieal developments.
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Chapter IV

THE ALLIED AIR BLCCEADE OF LAX;
THE BISMARCK SEA ACTION OF MARCH

Iy January 1943 the Allted forces were unprepared for large-scale
offensive cperations., The Joint Chiefs of Staff had not yet h,d an
opportunity to consider the Elkton Flan, The decislons orfuture al-
locations for the Southtwest Facific had not been made. AY lesst two
of General Kenney's combat zroups, the Bth Fighter and the 224 Medium
Bomber, were out of action and many of the bomber sgquadrons, particu-
larly those equipped with B=-25's, were devoting much of their tine to
treining in low-level bombing techniques, Other Allied air units,
however, kept the nressura on the enemy. Theirs wes the primary re-
sponsidility in interdicting the sem lanes, mapping future conmbat areas,
bormbing Rabaul end other centers of enemy supasly, snd otherwlise haress.
ing the Jap wherever he could be found,

Vhen the last organized Japanese resistance in Fapua ended on
23 Jenuary 1948, Allled ground forces were facing the enemy in only one
tiny gector of the Southwest Pacific, This was in an almost inmccessi-
ble area of Wortheast New Guinea between Wan and Mube, inland from
Salamaup, Here a muall Ausitralian force, based on Wau, had been fighting
a minlature land campalgn with the Japanese for nearly a year, during
which time they had been supnlied almost entirely by air.

In fact, the economic development of the area since discovery of &

veluable gold deposit there in 1926 had been almost entirely dependent
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upon the use of commercisl and nrivately owned aircraft. Over the
course aof 17 yesrs no rosd had been constructed from the cosst Inland
to the mines., There werc a few trsils which wound throvgh e maze of
mounteins and jungle snd over razorbock ridges and swamps infested with
poisonous insects =nd diseage, but they nrovided no adegquate communlcoe
tions with the outside world. The town of Weuw itself, apnroximetely
the size of Port Moresby, had been built under circumsfences in wilch
every "neil, sheet of iron, weatherbosrd, spot of oaint, pane of glass,
croclk, wire, or sheet of maper was carried in by air--at freight rates
varying between 4 d. snd 1/5 4. per pound ., ., . . The billiard tables
at the hotelg were brought in by szir. Easy chairs, refrigerators, bath
tute, stoves, dynamoe, linoleum, cerpets, gerden statuary, even great
mining dredges, bulldezers =nd power shovelg--all were brought in by
atr. " 1

As soon as the Jopanese had establisked themselves at Leze in March
1342, they pusghed inlend toward thls rich area., Weau was an enticing
rmilitery objective not only because of its gold, but because of its well
developed airfield, Iying within 150 miles of Port Moresby, it could

be used by transports, fighters, and in an emergency even by bombers. To
defend this reglon in the late spring of 1942, the Allles could count
only on a "raszgle-taggle ormy of miners, foresters, apd clvil servants
celled to the colors on the day of Pearl Esrbor," g Described as the

Yew Guines Volunteser Rifles, they were Joined eerly in July by a aspeclelly
trained commando party of E5 men. This unit had come overlsnd, & trip

which involved moving west along the cosst from Port Moresby to the
‘#M‘W
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Lakekema River, up the river to Bull Dog, along the Xloa River valley
. for a few miles, and then through heavy jungles to Wem. The rigors of
the march are well snough indicated by the fact that when the commando
. party veached its destination 47 of the 55 men required hospi $allzation,
0f the 800 white men in the erea at that time no more than 00 were in
condd tion to fight.

Their plight was made worse by the diffieulties of {ransporting
supnlles to that area, Little more then three tons of ecnrgo a week
came over the difficult land anf water route, while air deliveries were,

. under the urgent demands of the moment, both inmdequate and uncertain.
According to one observer, as much as elght wecks passed on one oeczsion
without & sinzle air delivery., Yel with a shortage of ammpi tion and
on & diet of rice and ermmed beef, these Australians by "superdt jungle
craft! denied control of the arez to the numerically superior enemy
forces, =nd meintained for the benefit of Port MHoresby an effective
observance of Japanese plane movements from enemy-held fields in the

Merkhanm velley. 8

_While this uneven contest continued through the months of the more
dengereus Jepenese thrust in Papus, the Allied Air Forces gove nll possl-
ble sif., By Januvery transnort nilets were becoming sccugtomed to the
3,000-foot runwey with # 12 per cent grede hending directly at Kainde
¥ountsin. The nllots, some of them mergesnts, had lesrned to meneuver

. the clumsy C-471g lilke fighter plenes while flying under clcuds thrcugh
dzngerous passes, "dodglrg o peok here end & cloud there,” end lendivng

2t unbelievebly high speeds. - Of soverel axplaliig. ope merits speclel
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mention, When & transvort was forced down with & dameged wing at the
remote landing fleld of Benm Bens, between Loe snd Madang, =n extra
ving wes flown in on snother Cud? by Maj. RB. L. Imparate. The Douglas
fectory representative, Harry Booth, and Capt. John Boyle of the 27th
Air Depot Group, with the asclstence of some 70 natives, bolted on the
wing, snd the reppired plsne wag returned o Port Moresby under its
own power,

By late Decexber, the ultimeie purpose of the majority of Allled
air strikes wes to lgolats the enemy troops in the Muboe~Lae-Selamaue
sree, By that time the Japenese, finding it incresgingly diffieult to
gend convoys to Puna and Cona, were apnerently shifting their attentlon
from Papev. to Northeast New Guinez. The Allles suépected that submarines
were regularly bringing sopnliees to Lae, Ocemglonnlly convoye too Ate
tempted to elip through, and Allied alr unite were maintained on the alert
egeingt such an attempt, Single B-p4ts, Bu17's, and RAAF Caetalinas flcated
over tke ger lanes. F~4's from the 8th Photo Squedron continuously mapped
the aree,

By the firet of Jarmary, signe pointed towsrd a nevw attempt to gend
& convoy to New Guinea. On 30 December, enemy shipving concentrations
wvere the largest ever sighted at Rabeuld, The 91 vessels counted included
2] werehips and some 300,000 tone of merchent ships., Although a portion
of this shipping could have been merely routine traffic to and from an
Imnoxtant base, 1t seemed clear that gomething out of the ordinary was
belrg vlemmed, Furthermore, float plenes had been sighted in the
vietnity of Tae, an indicetion uneually interpreted to mesn antisubmarine
petrel in advence by shinning, and there wns renewed air activity on

L mm:“m“

reer-by lending fields. T S
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On 6 Jenuery reconnaissence remorted a convoy cons klng of two

3

. 14ght crulsers, four destroyers, and four medium transports off the
gouth central coagt of New Britain heading west-southwest. 3B-17's,

. Be24'g, and B-26's, covered by P-%8's, sought it out and dropned thelr
boxbe trrough low broken clouds. They were soon heevlily engtged by the
enewy fighter escort. Omn thke following day RAAF Catalinas and Hudsons
with American B-25's and P-40'g joined tke attack. On 8 Januery the
convoy, now reported as comsisting of one light cruiser, three destroyers,
and three trsnsports, had reached Iae, where it unloaded despite con-

. tirued interference from the Allied Air Foreces. Xerly on the following
morning the enemy ships were observed withdrswing to the east, leaving
one beached traunsport behind, For the rext two doys bombers continued
thelr assenlts until tke ships were oub of range. 6

“pe regult of this anti-convoy action ieg difficult to ascertain.

The Javenese succeeded in their mejor objective which wes to reinforce

Lae, ond the Allied Land Forces Headquarters estimated that better than

4,000 troops had reached shore., But at lecst two transports, probebly

more, were sunk, while Americen fighters in their engagements with the

enexy's fighter cover had hed a flelé day. The veteran 49th Group
scored its preatest success in almost & yeer of combat, Severzl of 1is

P-40'g dropned two 300-1b. bombs in divebombing attacks, and Lis. 4, T,

Houge, Jr. and Claude S. Burtnette cleimed one of the transports. Others

. shot dovn 28 enemy vlenes. One P-40 wee lost, and the vnilot, who had
bailed out and lended in the ocean, was lest seen swimming toward shore.
Lt. Rickard I. Bong of the same group, flylng a P~38, begzed three planes
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in the engegement, thus reising his total score to five, Other PB-28Tyg
. were flown by Ceot, Thomas J. Lynch's 39th Fighter Squedron. The pilote
of elght of tkese relatively new nlanes attemvted to esrry out dlve-
. borbing attacks with little success; their gunrery, however, wes good.
This one squadron accounted for at least 13 enery planes, bringing the
totsl of eremy aircrsft destroved to well over 50 with no more than 10
Allled vlanes lost. !
Genercl Writehead hed thrown £l1l svailsble bombers and fighters
sgeinst the Lee convoy, which necessarily limited overetions agrinst
. Rabcul, That importent nort, however, remained the nrincipal supply
reservolr for the Japanese foreces in Northeest New Guinea, and although
the amount of traffic in the harbor declined somewhat during the month
of Janumery, luecrstive shipning tergets stil) remslned. The enemy wes
also expanding Rabaulls air fecilities by improving the two lumporiant
airdromes of Vunakenau and Lekunai, and by rushing ¢ third, known as
Repopo, to completion, The Fifth Air Force, in snite of the 1imited
number of heavy bombers available, csrried out 2 number of haressing
. missione sgeinst shipoing, the airfields, and the town. About 10 days
after the first sighting of tke Lae convoy, rather sherp attecks were
begun agein at fairly regular intervels., Exclusive of ihe raids by
lone bombers on armed reconnzissence niselons, B~l7's and B-24's Wit
the Rabaul aree on 13 nights in January. Never in formations of more
. then 13, the total number of plenes on thess misslons amounted to over
100 B.17%g =nd soproximately 12 B-24's. The wezther was generslly bed,

the equatorial front treacherouns, sesrchlight and antiaircraft activity
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more than annoying, but only two B-17%s failed to return from these

. 1,400-ni%e flignts, ®
The results of the bouwbing could not be exactly regorted, Most
. of the missions were cerried out at night when darkmess or the glare
from geerchlights prevented accurcte observation., DBut hombs usually
fell in tke terget area, f-and_j czusing large fires. Results, howe
ever, ipn gome instemces were more definite, Perhans the most desiruc-
tive mission of the month wes carried out on 5 Januery by two aguadrons
of heavy bouwbers. Torty 500-1b. demolition bombs and 24 x 1,0C0-pounders
. were dropred from 8,5C0 feet. The official report rend: "nine vessels
estimated over fifty thousend {ons including one thousend vound bomd
hit en destroyer tender wiih destroyer slong side destroyed or left
burning,® Antiaireraft fire wos heovy, and fighter attock by rether
inexperlenced nilots continuvous., Two B.17's were shot down, and tkhe crew
of one ineluding Brig. Gen. Fenneth Walker, V Borber commsnder, wes
lost,
The Leavy bonmbers usuelly dropned treir bombs from a medium =31 4i-
. tude of from 5,000 to 9,000 feet. AYL bomberdment sguadrons, however,
had kad some training in siip Dovbing, snd the 634, whose former come
moader, Maj, WBIll" Benn, had ploneered in low-level atioel, was adept
at 1t, Thres of itz crevs geve Pn exmmle of thelr skill esrly in the
morning of 21 Jemuary, Led by Maj., Edward W. Scott, Jr., they swept
over Pabaul harbor at 250 feet, Scott skipped thrae 500-1b, bomba with
8 flvewgecond delayed-zection fuze apgrinsgt o 6,000-ton transport. It

was obgerved lifting out of the water a=nd roo’dng violentl ¥e He miased
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a msecond shin with two other bouwbs, and fianslly dropped three mors on
an airfield from 1,600 feet, WMeanwhile L%, James T. Murphy relemsed
his first twe bowba from a skip-hombing altitude without results, circled
over land =zt the game sltitude, and came hack over watar to drop 2
string of six 500-1b, demolition bombs sgainst a 2,000-ton merchant
vesgel, The ship wag at leanst severely damaged. 10

Attacks sgainst convoys mnd the airfields, harbor, and town of
Robenl wers among the prineipsl responsibilities of the Fifth Adr Force.
Not always <o rewrrdinz were attacks carried out to relleve pressure on
ground forcea, Nevertheless this tynme of air cooperation, used with
some success in the Pepuan Cempsign, continued to be & definite responsi-
bility of light and medium bombers and of fighters. In January and
Fabruary their attention was concentrated on the Morobe distriet of
Northeast Wew Guines. They boibed the buildings and airfilelds of Lze
and Salamaue: they patrolled the tracks vhich ran from the coagt to
Eomiatum and Mubo, and the "Black Cat" trail or the "Crystal Creek"
route to Wan; they atrofed everything that woved in specified areas,
gprinkled fregs and nerefragss elong the ftracks; and bombed noints of
resistence 2s rejuested by the Anstralimns,

The landing of additional Japanese forces at Lae early in Janunary
hai led %o renewed ectiviiy slong the tracks. Enemy forces were meving
toward Mubo, and were assexbling there for enother assanlt upgon Wau,

On 29 Janusry the 200 Austrelien defenders of Wau repulsed a sherp
patrel attack, but wlthin a few hours an enemy regiment began to in-

filtrate townrd the alrfield, Trronaports were on runweys ready to carry
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reinforcements to Wau, but the wenther consplved sgninst the Allies.
. Feavy thunderstorms over the mountsin ranges shub out the pessag, and
only & few of the planes that took off were adls to find the sirfield.
. For o time it seemed that it would be necessary tn abandon the be~
leaguered gorrison, but then the weather shifted. Aagtralisn reinforce-
wments boarded some of the F17th Group's new C.47's, mamed chiefly dy
vetorans of the 374th; food,eguipment, ammunition, and some artilliery
were loaded on othera: and the transports took off, followsd by P-39's,
P-400Vg, P-40%s, ang P-33'g of the 35th and 49th Groups to furnigh a
. fighter escort, In two dsys, 29 and 20 Jamuary, over 2,000 troops were
flowa in to reinforce the hard nressed Wau defenders, By that tinme the
Jong hed reached one end of the airfleld snd were lodblng mortar shells
onto the 3,000efoot runway. The Austrelisms unon landing came out of
the planes with guns firing. In some cases, transports circled the
field vntil the Diggers on the ground had "grenaded" Japenese soldiers
beek ints the jungle. By noon of 30 January, the enemy was defented
and weez beginning to withdrew, leaving behind 250 dead. 11
Daring this last serious attempt of the Javanese to capture the
Weu airdrome, enemy air sction had been sporadic, The priacipal op-
position to the American troop carriers end the accompanying fighters
wos the wemther, For some reason, the Jepanese wrovided no alr supmort
for their ground itroops, Ik may b= that they were surorised a$ the speed
. with wvhich reinforcements could be flown in from Port Moresby; possibly
they had been weakened by the Allied atteck on the Lae convoy. At 8ll

svents with the exception of onal or, {tvp dﬂ&ly mrgkianﬂover Port Moresby
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i and o heevy ettack of 17 Jenuery on Milne Bay,* Jeprnese aircraft were
_. conspicuons by their sbsence over New Guinea. Indeed this fact coused
Allied intelligence nfficers congidersble speculstion. Thelr mources
. showed that over 50 hombers snd snywbere from 50 4o 150 fighters were
regularly brsed in the New Rritpin<Ner Ireland erea. So far as could
ba determined, howewer, the bombers, Sallys and Iilys for the most part,
were roavely beingz used. 12
Rather belatedly, the Jananese did enll for eir suvrort, but it
#M4 pot srrive until six deys after thelr defeat at the ede of the Wam
. alrfield on 30 Januvary. Meanwhile Allied transnoris had continued to
corry suprlies to the Austrelisn trosps. On 6 February, eight-P-32's
of the 40th Fighter Sguadron were patrolling at 12,000 feet over Wau
while providing cover for & roubtine carge flight of five C-47's,
Shortly Tefore 1100 they sighted 1R Zekes and suddenly discoverad that
six others wore arpnromching from another direction., Capt, Thomms H,
Winburn led the P=338's in = sharp dive into the larger fermation. They
Jmocked down at least 11 Zekes and one S2lly and claimed five other
. nrobable kille, Yo P-39's were lost. At the same time, eight P-40's
of the 7th Squadron on a similer escort mission sighted 12 aireraft
which they mistook for Australian Besuforts because of red and dlue mark-
ings on the fupelsge. They soon digeoversd, however, that three of these
"Besuforts” were borbing the Aliiesd airfiwld, The trananorts turned
. back toward Port Moresby, and the P-40's engazed 12 Lilys and 12 escord-

ing Zekes and Hamps. The ensmy soon broke formation, and two Lilys,
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13
four Zekes, snd one Toxm were destroyed,

. Mesnwhile General Whitehend's hesdquarters had been informed of
the enemy raid on Wau, and hed "scrambled" thrae mors fighter aguadrone,
. Thirteen P-35's of the 39th squadron, which took ofF from Schwimmer alr-
drome a2t 1110, intercented 12 Zekes and Hamps over ¥Wau at 10,000 to
18,000 feet. At lemst one Zeke wag shot down, Fifteen minutes later,
the 9th Savadron, only racently equipped with P-38'g, deatroyed another
enemy fighter, At spproximetely the seme tine 1.30's and P-400Vx of
tte 41st Sguadren dvirg cut of the sun surprised six Zekes, shot dowm
. three of tkem, =nd wrobebly destroyed the remsinder. Thus in tkis
encniy attemnt ts smipport his ground foroes, the Jap lost 2L fighters
end three bombers without dolng sppreciable danege to the Wan airfield
end withont destroying £ single American nlane, 14
This Japencse setback in the alr over ¥ew Guines coincided with an
eneny admigsion of a much more sericus defeat on Guadalcansl. A4Although
Allied Intelligence during the last week in Jenusry had concluded thet
the Japanese apparently hed no intention of giving wp that islend, the
. Tokyo radio a few drys lzter officially ennounced that it had been
gbendened, This, the fir:zt major reverse admitted by Tokyo, was announced
in suck 2 way as to dlsguise the megnituvde of the defeat. The wolint en-
phoslzed was that they” had developed Guadelcensl only as & diversion
while bullding un brges in the reamr, and therefors thelir wlithdrswal wes
. not forced unon them but wes carrled out according to nien, To the
Allled forces in the South and Souttwest Paclific, however, $he expulsicn

of the enemy from tke lower Sclomons definitely changed the stratecic
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| pioture, It mesnt that the threat to the iine of amm‘unic@tions M-
| . ping from the Fijis to the New Hebrides and lev Osledonia hod virtually
been removed, and that the centrasl znd nortkern Solomons could now be
. . conpidered nrineipally as "outer merimeter defences" for Rabaul. 15
Although $¥ic wee of greet strotegic significance, it hed little
immediste effect wnon the operstions of the Fifth Mr Force, The Elkion
Plen colled for contirued coordination of taoctiesl operatlons between
the Sounth and Southwest Pacific thecters of the sort slready made
familirsr during the Guadslernel crmpaign. Since the precedlrg occurrence
. the Fifth Air Force hetvy bombers had renentedly coopersted with South
Pacific Arny end Navy forces by hitting Buke, Buin, Faisi, and Rabeui,
Their hesviest reids wers on the latter bese, from which alreraft and
ships could mve with eovel fzcility elther to the Solomons or to New
Guinec. 16 Clerrly the Japenege defert in Guadaleanal woild not de-
creage the immortance of these same eir, ses, and supnly bzges. Indeed
there were indicetions during Februsry that seme of the energy which
the Juponese had previously directed through these nolnts o the
. Solomons wes now to be funneled towsrd New Guinea, Intelligence re-
ports constently emphasized the incrersing activity of Japanese engineers
frem Bebo, in the extreme norihwest of Few Guinez to points as far east
sg Lee. They were building 2 1,400-yard landing striy on Wekde Islend
and a 1,%00-yerd sirin inland from Hollendis Bey, ss well ae ronds at
. Madane ond Alexlsiafem, and at Wevek a recl alrdrome witk 77 dispersel
taye. 17

Submarines, smell boats, end slr franshorts were amnerently the

. priceipel mesns of sup-lying these wldely dispersed noints in Hew Guinesz,
’__ru.&—ﬂ-m-ﬂ » .‘l - .E'A.‘. __'m
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It was obvious, however, that 1f the enemy ﬁianned elther to control
the area or to lsunch any serious offensive from it, more ambltious
afforts wonld be necessary to nrovide troons, esuipment, snd supnlles,
. Furthermore a Janenese effort to seve face night demand such a move
after the debacle in the Solomons., The attention of the V Bomber Come
mand durinz February, therefore, continued to be fnecused upon an ate
tecpt to lsolate New Guinea, particularly the northeastern part, from
the Jepanese-controlled islands to the north,
Mediunm and light boxbers concentrated princinally umon the supply

. lines in the Laoe aren, They struclk &t nwoints in the forwerd aress around
Mubo vhere the Japenese kad retresated after their repulse at Wau, bombed
end strafed airficlds at Laz end et the near-by Malahang field, and
swept the coz2st from Finschaven to Madeng. During February RALY and
Fifth Air Force planes herassed the aresa dnily except when feyclonie
disturbances! interfered. A-20's carried out at lesst 105 tree-seraping
sortles; B-25'g, 84; and RAAF Beaufighters, 43, Parbaps the best-

. coordinated mission ocourrad on 15 February sgainst the Malahanz dumm
aren, At 0830, 7 B-25's of the 405th Squadron based at Darend, 5 B«25's
of the 13th Squsdron baged at Schwimmer, and 6 A-20's of the 89th Squad-
ron from Kila Kila took off for the migsion. Ten minutes later 13
F-33's of the Z9th Sguadron roared across the Schwimmer runway and headed
across the ranges to vrovide ton cover, Promptly a2t 1000 the B.25's

. crossed the terget. The 405th Squadron loosed its bombs frem 2,200 feet,
putting 50 x 300~pounders in the target area, while the 13th recorded

40 hits from 4,000 feet, TFive minutes later, the A~20's with allmschine
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} gons blaging svept Malebang from 200 feet. Ap ther remched the target
i they droprned 48 x 100-1h, demclition bombe armed with an ll-secend
delayed-sction fuze. Three hours sfter the toke-off, a1l aireraft had
. returned. They could not claim specific results. But all boube were
clagced as hite snd largs fires hod been storted. 18
Eenvy bombers condé natrol bombers, mesnwhile, were reconnoitering
the sez lanes »nd cerrying out occasionel siries szelnst Rebsul, 4
hardful of RAAT PBY'a, flying out of Cairns im northern (ueenslsnd,
howered over Vitiar Streit, St. Gsorges Chanrel, =nd Buks nagsage in
. the Solomons, Single Bu24's princirally of the 320th end Z2lst Squade
rons and by now brsed in Port Moresby, did the ssme while the 4C0Oth
Squadron fron Batchelor and Fenton flelds mesr Darwin flew its recon-
naisssnce nissions to western New Guines fnd even veretrated the
Netherlende Hast Indles. The B~17's of the 43d Group carried ount most
of the hsrzasing sttacks on the New Britain ares. During Febmsry B~17's
were over Asbaul on an average of every other night, ab times sinzly,
. usuedly in flights of six. 3Buin in the Solomons wes 2lso a frultful
target, aud on 19 and 20 Februgry, B-17's snd PBY's coordinnted their at-
tacks on shipping 2nd the sirdromes in tbat sver, Two vessels of 7,000
and 2,000 tons were left burnivg snd others vere damaged. 19
Tre nmost ambitious missions of the month, however, occurred on 14
and 10 Februsry ageinst the Rebsul townshiv end weterfront ereas. Before
. devn of the first day 13 B-17%s of Major Seot$'s 6734 Squadron led the
woy with the grown commender, Col. R. M. Remey, as a passenger. The

vesther was unfevorable, but 12 sireraft flew throush electri.cal gtorms
. m"%_rr TusEmm e o e
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to scettar wire-wrawvned 1(0.sounders, 300-1%, demoliiion bombs, ine

. cendiaries, and 20-1lb., frags over the target. Succeeding weves of 8
Bl 8, 4 Bu24's, and 10 B-17's continuned the atteeck until 88,000 pounds
. of bomds snd scme 3,700 incendieries hzd %een drovped from en sltitude
! of 4,000 0 9,000 feet. Searchlights were deatroyed =nd large fires
| wera started., During the followlng night 17 more B-17's were over the
same target eerrving out a series of medium-eltitude attacks, No B-17%a
were lost 4in thece misalons, During the month, however, the V Bomber
Commend lost from enemy » ction two B-17R's, two B.24'g (recorded as
. migaing), snd one B-25, =0
Tke air attacks carried ount by the Bonmber Commsnd Aduring February
were importent in meintaining pressure upon the Japsnese both in New
Guinea and in Yew Britain, No illustons, however, could hawe exisied
ags to the effectiveness of these misgiona, There simoly were mot enough
glreraft in the Southwest Pacific both to neatrslize imporient bages comw
vletely and to maintain an air blocksde of the New Guinea coasts, Only
by & cereful hughending of strength and by the strenvouns efforts of
. ground crews and service unlts conld an averazge of 70 bombers and 140
fighters of the Fifth Air Force be kept in commission. The gensrsl
noliey was to rotete soursdrons go tket spwroximately one-third was oo-
cupled in training snd maintenance, one-third flying on combet miesiors,
end the remainder held congtantly on the alert, In this wey at lesst
. two.thirds of tke evailable ailr units eould he marsgheled for an emergency.zl
puring lete Januvary &nd Februsry 1943, the treining vrogram of the

Allied Air Torces weg devoted nrimarily to incrersing the effectiveneas
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of the emergency striking force, The results of medium-znd highe
. altitude bombing ageinst shivping had been legs then satisfactory. Dar-
ing 1942 boxmbers attescking convoys, although increasingly effective, had
. geored 2 lerge number of migses., ZExperiments at FTglin Tield together
with those of Major Berm's 63d Sguadron of B-17%s in its orerctions
ageingt the Japanese hed nroved the superlority of low-level atinck
ageingt shipping. Heavy hombers flylng at 200 feet, however, were Yule
neratle to antiaircraft fire, 2nd could be used only a2t night with any
asgurance of success., The nevly modified B-25's had been desigmed to
. accomnlish what was too costly for B-17's: low-level attacks in daylight
supported by thelr own forwerd fire mower.
The treining wes particularly intensive for the 90th Squzfiron of
the 3d Group, recently equipned wlth these modified planes (E-25C1's).
The majority of the pillots of this unit wers accustomed o mediuvmzl ti-
tude borbing with # bombardier., Now they were to cerry cut masthead
attscks without a hombardler. Week afier week they trained using an old
wvreck off DPort Morerby as s target. Experiments bad shown that skip
. tombing wos less accurate than aiming directly at the sides of the ship.
Acoo rdingly each wilot dro ol 20 %0 40 bombds from mast helght, trying
to hit the wreck it2elf Dy using = reference poins on the nose of the
aireraft as » bombaight, The rmns were realistic since bombs wers ne-
ta2lly armed with the medified delayed-action fuze--so reallatic, in
. fret, thet one B-25 with its crew was lost when the plane hit the mast
of the wreck, and two others were damaged by flying debris vhen bombs

exploded instentaneonsly unon hit*ing the target. %2
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By the end of Februar—, esardineted rehesrssls vere being staged

s ndr

employlng 2lmost every type of bombardment eircraft, B-25's epproached
the target at bigh speed drouping fronm a medium altitude to an altitude
of from 1,000 %o 1,500 feet when they wers within three miles of thelr
objective, There they took "violent evasive action at full throttle
losing altitude to gbtout 500 feet 2t 1,500 yerds from the target, " They
attacked in pairs, one plane strafing the vessel from stem to stern,
firing Yeontinuously from 1,200 yerds with s full-throttle streight bemm
spproach," The other plene "strafed the vessel as 1t came in on its
beam snd bombed 1t% from between 500 feet rnd magthezd helght, Austrelian
flvers a2laso particivated in these complicoted dress rchearsals using fhe
Beaufighter, & twin-engine, two.man aircref$ cerrying four cannon in the
noas and six mechine guns in the wings; and A-20 erows, whose plane had
alrezdy proved itzelf notent in overland attack, wers trained in sinilar
sntishipning tectics. 28

Daring this vevlod of intensive training, the Bomber Comnemd had
1ittle opnortunity to prove the effectiveness of the new techniques. One
convoy was slghted off Gasmata on 20 February., RAAR Beasuforts, the only
torpedo-cerrying 1and plane in the Southwes$ Pacifie, B-17's, end the
80%h Sguzdronts B.2501's were dispztched to intercept it, But the 90th
Sgquadron had no opnortunity to test its new wespon since only the Aug——
trzlians found the convoy, end ithelr tornedoes were released without
effect. Six days later another convoy was rossrted north of New Britain,
but B-24's and B-17'g folled to find it, By this time, however, 1t was
definitely known that the expecied effort to reinforece the Few Guinea

garrisons wes imminent, Alert Allied Intelligence had intercepted
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Japanese redis messages which clearly indieated that a convoy would

. soon & ttempt to run the 2ir blarckade, nmrobebly olthe~ to Lae or %o
Medeng, Accordingly, the Boxmber Comwand nrenared three Alfferent opers~

. tional nlens. The firet ssmumed thrt the convoy would hend for Lae, in

which cmse it would come vithin resch of virtually el) sireraft of the
Allied Air Porces. If the shing shovid sepsarate north of the Dexpler
Streit aresm, however, & gecond mlan o=lled for the heavies fo concen-
trete on that portion of the convey heading toward Madang, while 1ight
end modlmm bombers were to intercent the remsinder of the vessels if they

. come within vange. Finelly, the entire convoy might follow a course
towsrd Medaneg out of range of =11 but hesvy air units, and the third plan

wig drefted pecordingly. 4

Thus were plans 1aid which were to lead to
the brillisnt =md much publicized Allied sir vietory in the Bismarck Sea,
The plans of the eneny, who had determined to reinforce his trcops
in the Laa ores at g1l enats, were slao carefully drawn. 2 The rein-
forcements were to eonsist orineinzlly of the 5lst Infantry Division
together with supnortingz units, equipment, r~nd supnlies. It was plamed
. that & convoy, consistingz originally of seven merchant veasels and elght
destroyers, should be loaded in the Rabaul ares heglaning on 23 February. 26
The loading was to be completed on 27 February, and the convoy was %o
leove at 2300 of the following night. Detailed instructions were pre-
nared 25 to spesd, formation, and evasive taciics. Alr suomort was fo
. be furnished by both srmy end navel aircraft according to a definite
schedule. Approximately 40 navel nlanes and 60 army vlanes were to be
mede svailable. The convoy wes to rench Lme on 3 March, end after being
9 unlonded was to depart on 5 March fov Prbaul vhere it vas scheduled to
arrive spnroximately three days later, 2{%‘1‘ ;ﬁtﬂ;ﬁﬁ:i}”
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At first 1t seemed tat the wenther was conspiring with the Japanese
. in their plan to vush thisconvey through, On 27 February aoutheastern
Few Guinea and adjacent islands were ghrouded iam low clouds, and the sky
. over New Britain was stormy. On the followines dey flyving condltions
were falr to zood, but on 1 March storms were prevelent in both the iew
Britain and New Gulinea sreas.
Nevertheless the B-24's of the 320th and 321lst Sgqusdrons maintained
2 continual search over the sen lanes, Tue B-24's of the Z2lst Squadron
patrolled the routes along the north and south cbasts of New Britain

. during the morning of 1 March, They found that the weather had cleared,
ut othervise regorted nothing of imnortance. 4% 1130, a third B-24 was
sent on 2 similar migsion., At apnroximately 1500, 1ts crev sighbed 14
shing escorted by Zeros on & westerly course 40 miles northwest of Ubili.
Two hours later snother B-24 was sent out to shadow the convoy, but visi-
P3lity Dy this time was raepidly decremsing, At zsbout the seme time
seven B-17's of the 633 Sguadron followed a few hours later by a single
B«17 of the 65th Souadroa tried unsuccessfnlly to find it.

. By this time the Advonced Echelon (ADWN) was fully alerted and
ready to send 1ts vlanes into sctlion., Few missions had been flown dur-
ing the va<h two days, and as a result a maximum nurber of sircrafl
were in commission, Of the units aspigned to ADVON and orepared to
participate in a convoy attack, the following sircraft were ready for

. sctlon: 45 P-40's and 18 P-38's of the 49th Fighter Group; 17 P-38's of
the 35th Fighter Croup; 17 P-40g of the RAAF 75 Squadron; 6 B.250's and
Dig of the 1Zth Souadron, 1l B-25Cl's of the 90th Squedron, and 15
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A-20%s of the 89th Squedron, all of the 33 Bombardment Group; 11 B-250Ts

o —

88

| . and D's of the 38th Groupn; 28 Bul7's of the 434 Group; 9 B=24's of the
90th OGroup: and & Boastong, 13 Bemufighters, snd 13 Beauforts of the

. RAAT O Cperctional Group. In the Allied Air Forces on 1 March there
vere =z total of 154 fighters, 3¢ light bombers, 41 medium bombers, ond
39 hezvwy hombers ready for combat,

On 2 Merch the convoy wee s8till ton dlatant for coordinated atrikes
by el tyves of anireraft, Conseguently the burden of the aituck resgted
upon the hesvy dbombers protected by long-range P-U8 fighters. & The

. Iirpt mission, however, wos dealgoed 40 hamper Japansee fighter opnogi-
tion by neutralizing the Lae airfield., Six RAAT A-20's took off from
their Port loresby base before dawn, bombed the field from both medium
snd tree-scraping sliituder, and liberally sitrafed the runway and dlge
perssl areas. Meanvhile a Bm24 of the 320th Sguadron searched the Bismarcy
Sez for the convey. Visibility was still bad, dut by mid-morning the
convoy bad been located ond & series of attacks inltlzted by the Bonmber
Commend,

. The firat significant strike was carried out by eight B17's of the
62d Squadron. The bombing attack was soheduled to be escorted dy 12
P.38'g of the 9th Squadron, but the fighters failed to reach the rendeze
vous voint on time, snd the bombers were left to face fierce enemy fighter
attzek without protection. Shorily befere 1000 they enrried oui their

. athack from 6,500 feet against a convey which they reported as containing
one light crulger, five destroyers, and eight mevchant vessels, 8
Thousand-nound demolition bombs were dronped., Major Scott and Lieutenant

. Murphy wore eash credited with 2 werchent vensel, one of which was
*—i—wr-z—‘ f s s e
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described ss bresking in half and sirking in Evwo minutes.
. Within an hour of this sttack, 20 more Leavy bombers were over the

terget, According to vlsn, these pnlenes were to be escorted to the
. tergat by 16 P-38ts of tke 39th Saquadron which had teken off at 0740,

but there was s eonsidersble amount of confusion and the fighters seenm
to have asccomnanied an earlier hombing mission, thet of the 63d Squsdrom,
e nert of the distence 2 the convoy. Thms the attack: whleh followed
vere carried out without fon cover, The weather was undoubtedly in part
regoonsible for thig mix-us, Low broken clouds snd heavy intermittent

. thunder showers forced the attacking squedrons to break formation in
order to search for thelr tergets., The convoy, spparently taking ade
vantege of the weether, was scattering so thet individual shlps could
talre cover in rain squalls. 58 These conditlons hammered the attiacks,
which were carried out principally by 18 B-17's of the 65th and 64th
Squadrons. One revort of this action, however, described a 6,000« %o
8,000-ton trensport as Wburning and exploding," and a 5,000-ton ship as
"Yurning,? while another renort stoted that a lsrge cargo vessel was

. Pgmoking snd burning smidships.” The 64th Squadron counted three de~
stroyers, two light crulsers, one 750-ton zunboat, and eight or nine
cergo vessels of vorious sizes, OFf these it revorted that one 6,000-
to 7,000-ton cargo vessel was "sesn to explode," and that enother

slightly lerger wra Mn n sinking conditinn,' This damese mst have

. been cemsed largelv by the esrlier attack of the 634 Sausdron, however,
since of the 63 x 1,070-1b, bombe dromned, the é4th snd €5th Squadrons
claimed only two direct hitsz rnd four near misges, °F
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During the sfterncon of 2 Kareh, tke convoy wes st11ll out of rsnge
of anything but hesvy bombers., A B-l7 frem the 634 Squadron on a
shedowing mission reported tkat "two poseible CL's left convoy' at 1730,
and that two unidentified shlos had been added between 1530 and 1€00, &
Approximetely three hours after this, the finel attack of the dsy was
meade by 11 B-17's off Rocke Islend at the entrence to Vitiez Strait. 36
Their observers counkted 16 vesgels, two of which were on fire. ZInemy
fighters, though not varileularly yersistent, were numercus, and cne wasg
shot down., They csused little demzge to the howbers, but = hesvy burst
of entisirersft struck the bomb bey of a Bwl7. Tire broke out, and ocnly
after o 25-minute fight, were the co-vilo$, englneer, and radio operztor
able to quench tke bleze, Meanwhile 43 x 1,000~1b. bombs were dropped,
which sccording to the report, scored two direct hits smidshivs of a
5,000= to 6,0M0-ton cargo vessel which "was left sinking.! An RAAF PBY
maintained contact with the convoy during the night, and at 0545 of the
following morning a B-17 nicked it un, now off the Hnon Penlnmila and
within recch of medium snd 1ight berbers.

The firet attack of 3 Merch was carried out by the RALF 1C0 Squadron
equivped with Beauforts snd based at Milne Boy. A wer ther front off
Czpe Nelson and the failure of flares %o illuminate the ships thwerted
the misglon, however, and orly one torpedo was released. DBut the threet
of torpedad wes very resl to the Jananese and when, n short tire leter,
RAAT Besufighters cerried out thelr attacks, the enemy, mi gtaking them
for tre similar Besufort, maneuvered theilr shivs to decrease the pos-

gibility of tormede hibs.
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‘ The nowerful Besufighters of the 30 Squedron were ordered off the

. ground at 07C0, They were to nsserble over Cave Ward Hunt and folleow
! tactics tested sgrinst the Moreshy wreck only three deys before, This
. involved lowelevel attacks ccordincted with those of B-17's, B-Z5's,
and A-20's bombing end strefing from low end medium altitndes under
protectlon of a P-28 too cover, 7 By 09&0 &£l) nlanes haé resched the
agserbly aren. A helf an howr lster the 2tiack wee on, Thirteen Basu-
fightere "went into the btarget with flights in line astern." 3By the
time they were within AA range of the destroyers, they were at 500 feet,
. "They then lost helght ropidly and using reted nower attacked in line
abrezst at & speed of 220 knots," 38
Ihe stiock wos beautifully timeds Just 2s the Beaufighters begen
thelr sween towsrd the by-row widely sgepsrzied convoy, 13 B-l7's of
the 64th, 656th, snd 403d Squadrons begen to drop their bomba from 7,000
to 9,000 feet, Zekez end Oscers intercepted flevcely, and perheps a
dozen were shot down. Bombing wes good, »nd five direct hits were
renorted to have resulied in the sinlling of one 4,000-ton carge vessel
. end the nrohbrhle sinldng of snother glightly larger in size. 39
Clesely following the B-17's but just nfber bthe Bemufighters'first run
vere seven B«-20's of the 7lst Sguadron and six more from tke 13th also
attacking from medium sltitnde. Thelr bombing, however, met with mixed
suceess, The 7let Scusdron reported: "One destroyer hit bad, Believe
. sunic, But the 15th could clalm ne mere then near misees on a transvort

sad & cargo vessel,

o L

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

i © CONRRERTIA

‘ Any sccurate smoreissl of individusl scores was 'becoming iacreas~

o2

. ingly difficult, for within 15 minutes, the Bir seemingly kasd become
full of renidly memeuvering eirveraft, The Besufighters were over the
. convey for 20 minutes comcentroting thelr heavy fire power on the decks,
setting fire to cergo, X1lling some members of the gun orews, and force-
ins others %o teke cover,

The 90th Sousdron's B-2501's in thelr introduction to combat were
even more sucecessful. Twelve of these modified Mitchells rozred down
to 500 feet, then broke formation, ench nilob seeking hig own target.

. Although this occasionally esused some confusion when two pilots choge
the seme ship, the resultis were overwhelming, The Forward-firing D0l
beat down opposing AA, end 500-1b, bombs struck ship afier ship., Of
37 x 500-1b. bombe dropped, 17 direct hits were claimed. According %o
the report of ADVON, there were 11 vessele in the group as the B-25's
epnrosched, After thim atitrek, the following results were listed: sn
8,000-ton trensnort wes "badly demeged,? a destroyer '"rolled on 1is side
end senk,? a 4,000- to 5,000-%on errgo vessel "Durst into flames 2nd

. sank, ' an 9,000-ton tramsmort wes left "burning viclently," a 4,000~ to
5,000~ton carge vessel siopred and "tegen to settle," a 5,000-ton cargo
vessel "empezred sinking,” a €,000= to 8,000-ton trensnort was Mginking,?
a destroyer end 2 3,000-ton cergn vessel were left smoking after tiree
ddrect hitg, angd a 5,0%;@.0(}0-«!:01: eargo vessel wus left burning after

. snother direet hit.
The 90th Souadron created this havoc in apnroximetely 20 minutes,

At the szme time six B-25'g of the 405th Sguasdron and A-20%s of the
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89th were scoring comparable successes, The A«20%s, two flights of six
plenes each, come In at mestheight, dropped 20 x 500-1b. bombg, znd
cleimed 11 direet hits. The 4C5th, drovning 35 x 500-pounders from
less than 200 feet, claimed four direet hits,

Four Allied sirersft were ghot down during these relentless morming
asgrilts, The only bomber lost wos from a four-plane formation of the
62d Souedron which arrived over the terget after most of the medium
bornbers had comoleted their etiamcks, They drooued 16 bombs with no
observed results, ZInemy intercention wes fierce and from s1) sides.
Pifteen Hamrs were counted end at least five shot down. But one evaded
all P-38 fighter cover ond ceme in under the wing of ILt, Yoodrow ¥,
Moore®s plane. Bullets penetrated s wing and the radls compartment of
the B-17, sterting » fire. Noore rulled out of formetion and smlvced his
Ltombs, But the plane went into 2 Merszy dive," One after another the
crew nmembers tumbled ouvt of tkhe nlene which disintersrrtad befores plummet-
ing into the ser, Seven bailed out, dbut all were mtrafed ag they floated
towerd the uater 6,000 to 7,000 feet below. These men and the pilots of
three F-38'g were logt, But the fighter pilote more than held their owm
rg the 28 P.Z31g, which were vroviding cover, shot dovn at lemst 15 enemy
fighters, 7

After these morniny asssults the remeining Javenese ships received
no more than a very trief respite., Shortlr afier 1500, they were hit
agein end ap2in in snother geries of cerefully coordinsted mtasions,
#111ed units received their orders shortly after noon, and almest im-

medistely the mlanes were rosring off the Moresby dromes snd heading
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towerd Lee. The instructions lssued tn the RALF 22 Sgpuadron outlined

4
. the plan of sttnek:

All ev-ilsble Bostong 4o carry out coordineted attack on eneny
convoy laet reported position O705 South, 148,30 Eamst widely

. scatterad ab 1220/5 Merch (.) Aireraft rendezvous at Cape Werd
Hunt at 4000 feet (.) Set course for rendezvous at 1400 hours
I Zfvereh, remaining in visual eontact during eporoach fo
target (.) Rally Foint Crme Varls /,sig/. Primary targets transe
port first alternative warshins, second alternative Lae sir-
drome (.} Order of assembly snd spnrosch to terget one sguadron
of B17'g ot 8000 fee$, one sausdron R25's 8000 feet, one squedron
Basts P0C0 feet, one squsdron Beaufighters 6000 fest, one squade
ron B=20'g BECO feet, one gouodren B25.0O1'g BOCO feet, one squedron
A20's 4500 feat, one goucdron Bostons 4000 feet (.) Order of at-
tack (.) TFirst Beaufighters strefing, then B25's, then BSG's-01,
followed by £=20%s snd Bastons 211 mesthead — then Bl7's from
7000 feet to 10,000 feet, followed by one soundron B25's 3000 to

. 6000 feot (,) Eombs medium bombers 520 1b, dewolition and in-

stantaneous Tuse, high boubers 1000 1b. dernlitlon instmianeona
fuse, masthead attack 500 end 250 1b, 5 sceond delsy (,) Fighter
cover will heve seis of 42395 Kes (-) Bouber Flight Leaders will
identify smA loente themgsalvos relative to terget when ealling
for Fighters in =mny emsrgency (~) EBnewy convoy orotected by
fighters (-)

The strikes dld not go sccording to plen. The weather over the
ranges wes less cooverative than in the morzing. None of the Beaufight-~
grs orossed the mounteins, 12 A-20's of the relisble 59%h Sousdron
. eould not climb ebove or find [ & / hole in the weather," end of the
29 B-2b's which met out, six failed to reach the target.* Those that
did found only four or five badly damsgzed merchant vessels and two or
three destroyers still efloat, For a weriod of sporoximately half an
hour (between 1305 and 1535), the attack continued with no let-up., So
enarmliieated were the maneuverings that the Jap defenses, or vwhet was
. left of them, were comnletely confused, Apparently the final assault
wes carrled out more vepldly then hed Deen planned since RAAF Bostons

"were slmoast bombing through straffing B-25%s, and the Bwl7'g were boub-

Pl e Yol 1) L1
. ing from mediun belght through both,® "'"""’“'i > F ot 2 S
T,y ,w.m"
L I
* One because of mechaniczl failure, - ' ”‘f [ th ! ”ON
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Again the Japaneae were overwkelmed, Ten P-38's of the 39th

Saupdron snd elght of the 9th S~urdron nrovided nrotectlon agilnat

the 10 b2 20 Zekos rnd Ore~rs vwhich wrinly tried fo cover the remain-
ing ships. Mesuwhile Allied borbers were rolentlessly strikdng et the
voegels and strafing the Joponese survivors struggling In the water or
$rying %o escrve in smell bombs. The first of the afternoon attacks

of 3 Mareh occurred at 1512, A& B-17 of the 633 Squadron reported five
vossels in flames rnd claimed two dirvect hits on o large deatroyer which
gtonned snd burned," Then the B-25's atruck, Within five minutes, the
90th Souedron's eight B-2501Vg had left s large destroyer "definitely
sinding® after four direct hits from mast helzht, snother probedly sink-
ing after four more hite, mnd two merchant vessels bodly damaged (one
of which vas cleimed as sunk), © At 1517 nine more B-25's from the
405%h and 71st Squadrone, dropping s vert of thelr bomde from mdium
altitude snd the remsinder from 200 feet, wabtched six 500-pounders strike
home, 1In ons cese n destroyer was left burning snd exploding, and in
snother a !"ship disintegrated,! Five minutes later the crews of the
13tk Sauedron flying eix B-23'p dropped 25 x 500-1b, bombe from 5,500
feet. TFour of then crashed info a *¥light cruisger" which was "left in a
sinking condition,? Aluost simdtoneonsly 15 B-17's comuenced their at-
taelc. Generally rune were made in flights of three planes, with sach
boubordicr relessing » bond every 75 fees, The bombing wos also suc-
cessful, A direct hit was scored on m merchant vessel which wes left
Wainkingz," snd other hits were eclained on t'm destrovers. Japenese

fighters friled to halt the bembardment, and seven were shot down,
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Before the I-17's hed finished their boud run, five RAAF Bostons had
virtuolly surrounded = destroyer. The Adustrolizn flyers formed &
eircle apound the havssael shin, =nd nade rumercus strikes in oulck
succession, IThey elndmed 2% lenst two dirvect hits, whiek, with numerous
neer misses, were considered sufficient to have caused snother sinidng,

Yrna ended the last conrdincted series of mlgsions egainst the
Lae convoy. Back at Fort Moregby there was s feeling of festivity asa
a result of the slresdy decisive victory. General Kenney's reaction
was typicel: "Tell the whole gang that I am so proud of them I am ahout
to blow & Ffuze.! But reconnaissance flyers were still busy searching
the scene of zction, and trying to assure themselves that none of the
tarning hulks were in 2 condition to get away during the night, It was
known that one destroyver et lessgt was still aflomt, and that numerous
survivors were in the water or trying to escope in barges snd launches.
For 3:ys, thevefore, moppinowup activity continued, In the nilght of
7.4 Yarch, five motor torneds tosts agsligned to the Seventh Fleet and
brsed et Tufli reached the gcere of floanting wrockege tnd dispateched one
vessel, During the following moraing at lezat one other badly dameged
deatroyer wea sunk by B-17's ¢ni B-250l's. Besufighters, A-20%s, and
B.25'y gesured the $:as and sirafed survivors hemded for New Guinea end
other iglends a3 far awty a3 Goodenough and Eiriwlne %o the east.

This Allled victory, which Genersl MaocArthur sfter the Jzpsnese
gurrender in Aummet 1945 ¢cplled Ythe decisive aerizl enzagement" in his
theater of war, so dlscoursped the eneny that ther made few 1f omy fur-

ther atbtespts to run a convoy int> the Lre ares, This in itgelf was of

N STV T x
‘v“:*--r--——.\_;_'_-ﬁ ~ AT 5
SE— CONFIDENTIAL
UMY IFORATION

" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
R

RS R onroErTAL ™

tremendous significence., ZXKemneyla flyers had accomplisked as much in
. three deys as in similar cver:tlons extending through the entire Papusn
Crarpaien, when only towerd the end wes Bunw blocked off from incoming
. shin-ing, Yow the enemy froeps in the Lae-Selemsun-Mube arecs were to
be dependent for supplies and reinforcements on submerines, alr trang-
vort, or barges which either cut ameross Vitiaz Streit from Cspe Gloucester
or mwoved down the coast from Madsng or Vewalk.
Of perhops equal importance with this cutting of en eneny supely
line wes the successful ermloyment of new tmetlcs, Above 211 the Bismarck
. Sea victory wos one of coordination, mede wossible by erreful prenare~
tion and en accurate evcluation of intelligence, Genersl MacArthur
emhesired these nolnis when_ he ezbled on 11 M:rch that the succews of
the Bismorck Ses actisn was mrovided by two mein factors: "ecormlete anti-
eipatory disgnosish of enemy vlens and intentione and "esreful prepsre-
tion for snd exact execution of coordinated medium and low altitude
bonbing.," These eorefully rchearsed itnetics, however, would not have
been noesitle without the remsrkeble technicsl developments sceormlisghed
. in the thecter--~the A-20 atitsck plane, the nowerful B-Z3l), end the modi.
fied 106 fuze which ked been further modified in Nev Guines 24 hours
tefore the attack, 46 Xevertheless, it 1s doubtfnl if the low-flying
Bu25%g, A-20Vs, and Besufighters could have borbed so destructively hed
it not besn for the cerefuvl coordination of & wide veriety of atimcks;
B-17's end B-23%a confused the defenders by the accurscy of their bombe
ing from medium altitudes, 2nd P=-F8%g vrovided tov cover which diverted

g lerzge sheare of defending enery fighters.
""E:L“‘r LIRS Rty ot il

° e = ONFIDENTIAL
SECIRITY INFORKATION

o e e e oo i meen e = [ . e e o = -

'THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
|

RESTRICTE- o8
COI DL JTIIE

The statisties gerve only to erphasizs the magmitude of

. vickory, Dring the course of n two-week perlod ending witk 14 March,
Al1lled airersft carried out 2 totsl of over 470 sorties connected with

. the Bimmerek Ser zetien of which 76 per cent reached thelr objective.
A tobsl of 571 bombs (426,000 pounds) were dvopped on the ships of the
convoy. According to the record, the B=l7's scored 9 per cent hits,
the mediun-zltitude B-25%s 14 ner cent hits, the B-25CL's 43 ner cent
kits, the American A-20%s 50 mer cent hits, and the RAAF A.20%s bowb-
ing from above 1,000 fest, 10 per cent hits. During their sorties,

. borbers snd escorting fighters encountered 2 total of over 350 enemy alr-
ernfs, of vhich from 50 to 80 were destroyed and from 25 to 40 probsbly
destroyed, At the same time one B-£5 wes lost in a landing secldent,
sré tlhree P-Z8%'g snd one B=17 were chot down in conbat.

Fipures #a to the number of enemy mireraft shot down muist mecesserily
bte enrroxinmzte in vievw of the commlicr ted nature of the actlon., It is
eguslly d3fficult to resess exactly the drmmere done to enemy shinrvirg,
During st least 2 nert of the battle of itw Bismerck Sez, condltions &id

. not faver accurzte observation. Intervening clouds and turbulence on
2 Farch and » nert of the following day Interfered with the bombers ai-
tecking froo milum aliitude. Observeiion must 2leo heve been difficult,
as 1ls evidenced by the inconsistent nature of ke reporis. Moreover -
the speed and maneuvering neeesstr in low-level atiack was not con-
ducive to secureteenpralssl of resualts.

. The score os to the number of ehivs sunk denends to & lerge extent

unon the number of ships in the convey. Inemy docunments, supported to
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nrobobly bedly dsmaged. The svidence is not so clear with regerd to

100

T’. tke merchkont vaosels. The einht in the originel convoy verc certainly
sunks, It ig wossible that otbers joined that formation at some tine
. during the riterncon of 2 Verch or during the nizht. If so, they mey
2l¢d heve becn murk, But the evidence frouw whotosranhs or Trox sight
irgn 1s not cosclusive thst additionsl ships d4d join the CONVOY,
Fuarthermore no ¢ mtured docvnmente, diaries, or srisoner of wer interroga~
tione clearly identify -ny vessels other then the original 16, 52 On
the bosie of this snd other evidence aviilable to them, the Joint Army
. end Yevy Assessnent Comuissior kas concluded that there was a total of
16 vegsels in the eonvoy, and thet 17 of them were sunk, 53
Zven though the smaller figure be aceepted, 1t was a vietory whieh
rerited the commend=tions which were immedirtely rséioed %o the trenter
frow both Genersl Marshell and Genersl Arnold. It wes & victory won,
kFovever, by concentriting virtually 211 avellsble alr mower avsinst the
eaemy. It vould bave been d1fficult to repect such an attzek if other
esnvoys had imnediately renewed tke reinforcement attempt. It certzinly
. eould not yet be rasumed thot Allied voeliions in Few OGulnez were secure.
Indeed there was wnerkavs ¢ need to fight ageinst overconfidence en—
#endered by the tremerndous unsurge in morsle followving tke Rlsmarck Sea
vietory. According to Meriin Spencer, Associnted Press corregpondent,
botk Mecirthur and fenney wesr rware of the danger of averoptimism.
Snencer mareshrased MeeArthurts vieve elven at a press conference as

fellowst "We sre woidnz n koldirg war in thie 2ren, Hothing more. We

Lave hordly enousrh even to do thet. The Japs at Lee ere punchdrunk but
- e ™ w
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} we don't keve sufficient troows or esuiwment to Jeal the knock out
. blow." Leter Zenney confirmed MacApthur's cpinion, sccerding %o
Spencer, by stating thet if "he [ “Yenney_/ were in the Japs wlace he
. could teke out the entire Sth Alr Torce, Lhe Japs would have to n»ry

plenty for it but it could be done.” 54

FORTATION
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Chapter V

FRELIMIFARY OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS, MARCH-MAY

. In the months following the Blamaraer Sez action, %there were some
indicetions that the Japmnese were actuslly planning, in Femney's
phrage, %0 "teke out the entire S5th Air Foree," It wes chvious that
the enemy did not intend to sbandon elther the upper 3olemons or New
@ulner, Indeed In New Guines their strepeth wae, 1T anvthing, grester
tkan at any $time slznce the Allled viclory at Iorebelwe Ridge, 30 mlles

. froz Fort Moresty, in Septenter 1242, The develoyment of Hollendi:s,
wewnk, Fense Bey, and Madeny were rod interrupted by the dlsaster in
tke Elsmsrck Sez. Shiuping: of 81l ldnds, sefe fron sny but heavy-
tomber sttecks, continued to reech trose arens, and it wis clesr %o
Allied Intelligonce that northwestern Nev Guinez was destined in eneuwy
rlenning to assume 2lmowgt sy imcortsnt 2 plsce oo Wew Britedin and New
Ivelend, At tke same %ime the latter areas were sterdily reinforced,

. Aerial photorrsnhs and other intelligence sonrces showed = grrdusl irn-
eresse In the nunber of enemy airereft braed on flelés at Raboul, at
Eewvieng, ond in the Solorons, The emtimated enemny order of battle for
12 Herch renorted 159 aireraft on New Britain, 60 on Wevw Irelearnd, end
145 in the Solomeng; trut for 18 Mireh skoved for the three Rebnul air-
dremes alore = Lakunel, Vunekensu, and Rapono =~- 30 medlunm bouwbera,

. 52 1izht bowbers, and 101 fighters. t

Thege rirergft threr tened Allied Soutbtwest Preific boges. Flanes
from Eelbenl could hit poinbs elther in Wew Galunez or in tke Solomons

. mzm”w-—mﬁ-m <
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vith eavel fecllity, “he exery hed alrerdy domonctreted 2 digconrsging
flexibility in deploying his #ir unite ~nd in replzeiny lost sircraft
by otrers brought in frem Yan, Truk, the Pelsus, and other hoges to
tke north. 2

The Allies, mesnwhile, hsd received few if any oir relnforcements,

Iz March, =& had besn the cese for the nast five months, the total
awrtber of sircraft lost outnumbered those received. The monthly status
renort showed that the followine cirersit reached Auystredie during that
wonths 15 B=5%s, 8 3-24's, 1 C-47, 8 P.U8le, and 4 F-B6ATe. At the same
time 4 P-38%g, 2 B-1%ta, 1 3B-25, 1 P-4C0, nnd 1 A-20 were elther lost
or roported missing efter enemy oction; J P-380s were destroyed on the
groundy and 11 fightere, 7 bonbers, 9 trensrorts, and 1 F=d were wracked
iz socidents.

Thig difficult siiuation wee ezged b0 gome extent by improved train-
irg facilities, in the theeter sand by the return of one fighter souadron
to corbat, In February the first steps had been taken to esteblish &
replacenent center at Charters Towers. Acturlly this wes a school rather
than 2 replacement conter having for its purpose speeding the assign-
mert of newly srrived personnel to the fighter and borber commends, This
involved s considersble smount of specislized training which had previ-
ously been accornlighed by tactical units in addition to thelr combat
duties, Officielly made the responsitility of the 35th Service Group
in Anril, tke replacement center conzisted of two camp arets with mess
hells, sdrinigtretion tulldinge, tents with concrete fleors, cless rooms,
a link treiner bullding, two skeet ranges, end a borbing renge. The
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school wrs Lmmortant in nrenrretion for future oner=tions, tut more
. slenificent for fmmedlate wrolblems of eochot wes the rveturn of the 30th
Saundron of the 8th Fighter Groun to duty., Since the middle of February,
. when 1t h=d been evacunted to the mainland from Milne Bay, this unit had
been recuperating from its almest 100 per cent inecidence of melaria and
at the arme time trsining on mewly accuired P-R8%'s, On 21 March an
afvanced echelon with nine of the twln-engine fighters lsnded st Xila
eirdrone nerr Fort Moresby and begsn to carry out escort missions and to
stand 1ts share of zlerts. The arrivsl of these new aircraft was
. welcome a2t a time when meny of the other fighters, varticularly the P-40's,
were nearing o voint vhere they mlght 1liter:zlly be expected to f=ll amart
at zny %ime, By the end of March, for example, of the 25 P-40's agw
slened to the 8tk Fighter Squadren, five were credited with 400 or more
hours, seven with 200 or more, and the remeinder with 200 or move, 4
Fighter units, therefore, were little better equinped, ercept in
experience, iken they hed been in the fall of 1242. The seme wes $rue
of the borbardment unite, The 40724 Squsdron of the 434 Bombardment Group
. (¥) never hed more then five sivcraft onr hend from Merch through May,.
The entire 224 Bowbeydwent Grouon (M) through this same period remsined
out of combat becsuse of 1¢s leck of sirereft. The game wag t~ue of the
8tk Seuadron of the 3d Bomberdment Groun, while the 1Zth Squadron with
geven B=-25's on hand in March end April could remsrt no more than three
in May, 5
Thus the offieiesl tatulation of two heavy, two medium, sxd one

1light humbardment erows, three Fighter groups, and two troop carrier
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grouns hardly geve = true nicture of the strength of the Fifth Alr

. Torce., hctually during thie weried {March through May), there were seven
bervr souadrons resdy for combet, and of thegse one wee besed in Derwin,
. Tkere weres thres gaurirons viich could be counted on for mediwmmDdoubarte
ment ozerstlons rud snother eculwred with 4-00%s, There wers gseven
flghter squzdrong, at lesst five of which hzd meny outednted civorsaft;
and oae of the twi treop earrder grouwvs, the A7k, ve: onerctins with
the Divectorate of Adr Trrnsuort in Austpalis,
this dnark pleture wos brightened sonewhet by the nrosnect of receiv-
. ing large-secle reluforcensnts, By the miédle of March, Mecirthur and
Keurey bnd lesrned of the recent JUS decision to reinforce tue Fifth
Air Force.® But only the beginning of the uvromised allocstions were to
errive within the next two zonths. On 28 Nerch ¥enney wes authorized to
activote two medlum boubardment sowadrocs, the 8224 nnd the 3234, 2nd to
ascign them io the Z5¢h Grouo. This wes acrried out on 20 Anril, but
only sufficient versonrel 'vere mvailsble to orgenize the new units on
2 "gkeleton besis," and 1t ws3 clesr trat versonnel and sirersft could
. rot be nrepered for omerations before tke end of June, at the earliest.
By that time, the 345th Bomberduent Croun (M) and the 390th Homberd-
went Oroun (E), dlverted from the United Kingdonm, would have arrived,
alnee sireraft for these wnlts ere being ferried to Australlis by the
endé of Avnril, 6 Thiz pro-ised 2 emsidersdle ineresse in the strilking

nower of the Fifth Ay Toree,

*  Se. Cropter I,
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The outlook for sn increcge of fighterg by the end of June was

106

less pronising. True OFD had decided by the end of March that the
#48th Fighter Groun esuipved with P=47's would be diverted to tke Fifth
Air Force from the Unlted Kirngdom., Tha flight snd ground echelons were
recly to derrrt by the widdle of May, ut tke esireraft were not, since the
P47Dul¥s hed operstionsl bugs which hzd to be removed before being come
pitted to 2 coulbet therter, 7

For tke present, therefore, Generzl Kenney had to content himself
with the arrival late in lderch of six P-70'sg of the 6th Night Fisghter
Sguadron. HMHechrtlur hed first reguested nicht fighters in Qctober 1242,
Be reperted the reguest four months later, but delivery wan delayed
untll an agreement was resched with the British in regerd to night fighter
protection in North Africe "where tke moliticnl situastion and the pos-
sibility of coancentrated night boubing made the matter one of paremount
importance." EBven then tke P70 nroved unsatisfoctory. Tests soon showed
that 1+t took 23 to 25 minutes to climb to 20,000 feet at full mower, and
another 16 minubtes %o rezch 25,000 feet, It had hmnmd fuel vums, =nd
fthe pllot vould be heving e hell of & time nwurming” and at the seme time
trying o fly. “hen 1t finslly reacked that aliltude, '"maneuverabdility
wig nil, and 3t woe imnossible to ge* un sny overtokine speed.t

Yhe Service Commend then ook over. After some experimentation in
Augtralisa, the 27th Depst Repelr Sousdron at Pori Moreshy added a rumber
of improverents. Rocsters were Instolled behind englne-driven nums to
maintein consteat frel nresrure At the highest ~ltitndes; the Z=17

vaddle-tyne propellers renlsced the original bladee; a part of the zir
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gcoon wre out off to make room for the new nroneller when festhered:

the nlenes were relieved of ~11 unnecasenry welght by remrving the bomb
bey tonk, the ,30-cel, gnne in the rear, n ,50-cal. flexible gun, and
rmuch of the armor plate; but two ,50-02l, guns were stieched firing for-
werd, Thess modificotlons increazed the fichting ceiling =btout 5,000
feet and the speed eluost 60 miles an hour, The fighter comwend, howe
ever, still vented 2 better nirsht fighter; btut until another wesx aveila-
ble, the slx P=70's, known as Detachment A, served ss zn integrsl pari
of the defenses of Port loreshy.

The provlen of reinforcement was one of the most pressing facing
those resnoneible for plaaning over-iions in the Southwest Pscific, OF
perbeps equel significance both to immediate and to future opersziions
we the first great forward lean of air units since the development of
Port Moresby end Milne Boy as advanced bases. This wes the movement
across the Owen Steanleys to Iobodura, 5 brse vhich had nlayed 2 vitsl
vart in the winning of the FProusn Compaign., Tte air sirips, clesred and
improved bv the corbined efforts of netives, infentry men, detochments
of the 114th Englneer Beatt=1ion, and the 433 Insineer Reziment hed rew
celved tronsmort vnlenes by the end of November. Wut its further develop-
Lent in the fall of 1942 wae henmdicapred not only by the nresence of
Japanege forces in the ores but by Aiffieulty im moving supnlies from
the ccast to the bzse., It wes mlsnzed o bwild 2 rord from Oro Bey to
Dotodurz by the middle of Jenmvuery, but work wez not cetuelly besun on
thls nrojeect until the first of February and had not progressged far

10
ensngh tobecongidered open for trniffic until 12 Ha;r.
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Long before thisdnte, however, the base hed been considerably
i . imroved. Wharves were comgtructed in Ore Bry, combzi personnel un-

londed the sarll Ptocts that moved nlong the cosst from Milne Bay, and
. eraipment snd suprlies wara emrried by jJeep or native carriers over
imroved trac':s to Dodbodurs. 'emnwhile the fraop earriers contimmed
to pour men and materiedl onto the alr strinme, With £,000 pounds to a
plene, bae evernge 3£t during o perioed of six weeke in March snd Anril

1
wag 600,000 to 692,000 pounds » day, 1

By March o number of gorvice units had errived to organize the

. routine of rn establiasked 2ir bese. A detnchuent of the 205th Yuarter-
master Compeny had been flowm to Dobodura shortly after the f21l of Buna
ard Gone in Desember of 19472, For 2 tinme 1t uzs the only vusrtermaster
unit thers, and with four jeeps ond quarter-~ton trallers, it wea responsi-
tle for suonlying =11 vnits in the aren. At tines this meant sunplying
aporoxiastely 6,000 men. Cn 1 Janusry 1943, a O=47 Droughi a detachment
of two officers mnd 45 men of the 480th Service Scumiron from Wards
Drome to repaiv, service, and sslvege aiverait in the ares, Commnlce-

. tions were immrovei after s vlatoon of the 440th Sizmal Battalleon had
errived in February, Airerzft warning fzeilities also hecoue far nmere
raliable. The firegt radar in the Buns sren, an Austrslian set which had
arrived br sir trongnort in Degember, had never been warticulsrly
getisfactary, and in FPebruary units of the 565th Signal Alreraft Warnlng

. Battalion begn to arrive in Oro Bay, By thae first of March, reporit-

ing nlatoons were locs ted a% Oro B~y iltself, Tufi, Mclarea Harbor, and

at Ionands, Tuwo weeks later these initisl service nand sien=l units were
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joined by the 46%th Service Group. Unrxrried by troop curriers over bthe

. Cwen Stenleys, it vas the first groam of ids kind 2t this advimced
12
bosa,
. Urtil Moreh no ooxbetd groun had beon hoged ot Dohsdura, By

December 1042 fightors wove occaslonnlly using the strips there as
eaergency lending flelds, but tronsvorts and » few Aungtrelisn Virrewnys
hed been the only olanes landing there resmlerly, Two months later,
kowever, 1% wan declded o most flighis of the 49th Fighter CGrous on
alert gt Dobodura during the dry. Accordinzly in February 2 smuall
. detachment of ground nersannel waz statloned there, fad sircraft would
fly to Dohodurs each morning amd return to their Moresby bdeas in the
evening. By tuis meons, not only wrs the area north of the Owen
Stonleys glven grezter mrotecticn spzrinst eneny aivoraft, Tut the araem
* in vhich fighters conld mrovide cover for boubers snd transovsris was
conslderzbly extended, In fzeb, the existeace of the Dobodura strins
with servicing rnd refueling facilitles kad been « vitel fretor in
naintoinins firhter cover for the boxbers in the Blamorck See action, 18
. Meanwhile srrrnzenenta vere belng mzde for the transfer of the
entire 49th Groun %o the advanced bage., Cn 26 February Li., Col. Robert L,
Morriseey, groun comnender, srrived to insmeet new camn sites for his
headquarters snd for the combat gouadrons, By the middle cf Merch the
hendouerters together with the 8th snd 9th Sguadrons flying P-40's and
. P-32'g had Joined thelr grovp commander, leaving only the 7Tth Sguadron
to follow about a month later, 4
The movement into the forward areas brought with it the difficulties
. inharent 1n such a chenge, Serviclang of the sireraft was at first

cov ol “ -
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ot good, RBefueling frellitles were wmarticulsrl: unsetisfretory, rad
. higk-nressure porteble units wore needed, Suinly dumrs seeunzd ine
aceegsible, in nart owlng to the lagh of trrasord tion esuinment on
. the fleld, ZXven more thon et Port Moreshy, enare narts were st =
nragium.,  Shortly after mrrivire rt Dobsdura, for exzmle, the Oth
Sounedron rcuorted that P=38Tg ont of commission were "belng siripmed
to keep 16 for the deily alert." Furthermore, there were the nsual
esmplaints when corbet versonnel, with thelr own hands, had o bulld
thelr ¢~up sites where conveniences were fer rnd ingects may. The
. incidence of nmalzrir wae high, mrobadly the csas of the 46th Service
Group belng tymiczl. Until the latter nart of June, when immroved
senitation measures baern to trke effect, from 15 to 20 per cent of its

versomnel were regularly incapaciteted from malarie an’ dengue fever, 15

By the time the cmin slite vith the usunl tents.' mess halls, latrines,
snd garboge-dism -t fzcllities kad besn estrblished, living conditions
were nrobebly no worse thon in the Port Moresby arer. In fact some of
"the bowe!' of the 49th Oroun preferred their new cam site, Thers wes

. a swlft 1ittle strezn sdjacent to the orrp ereas which szolwad the water
nroblen, snd et the same time, wag an excellent mlzece for swinming. The
Snecls) Service Section directed by L4, Farold H, Peterson arranged for
movies, ¢ beacball-lesgue, » lending library, an crcrestra, nost office
freilities, snd reglor crbls service. Cn 71 March Ideutenant Federson
. opensd » new cratesn "ehock f1) of supelies® in 2 cornev of the mess

hell, It offercd for sale, ian adcision %o the usual lines of foed

stuff, cravss weeh Yaeing comlets with stendg. Viniting shows occaglonally
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reached Dobodurr. Cn 21 lereh o U unid srrived consisting of an
. accordim nlayer, 2 violinist, 2 jugsler, ©&nd "geverzl boys thot sang

0ld songs whkich wers vovuler when our lome and Poas were yourz.® They
. were well receclived o3 wre Joe B, Brown who arrived twe weeks leoter at
Horends, one of the wrincipal Dobadura dromes, He was greeted by the
band of the American 41lst Divieion snd in snit- of scorching heat nut
on a "ewell nrosram,Y 16
Cne of the wrineipzl operctlon?l digsdvantages at Dobodura was the
leck of roliable commmicetions with ADVON »t Port Moresby, It was
. necassery o roly nrincinslly unon radio, Tat tke meecullar conditions
crused by towerdng mounteing rnd troviesl wenther frenuently initerrupted
reception. To those acguainted +ith the rozor-beck ridges, the gorges,
snd the corredirg Junele country, 2 tclemhons line strung neross the
160 miles from Port ibreshr mist have seenmed o nexi-to-imaossible job.
Tet such o nlmn wes concelved, =nd by Mey the project wos under way,
$gnel Corps mersomnel beprn *to vorik from both terainels, stringing barse
copper vire on moles. On 18 oy & Jetmchment of the 440th 5ignsl Bate
. talion was flown to Xokods r2d siorited Yo work from that helf-wey point.
In tkz elmost impenetradle jJunsle, use of voles wzp immosasidle, znd a
"aative locomotive? Led the wny, clearin- some of the jungle grovih so
that the wires could de attrched to suitable treew. On 24 June the job
wer done, I% had taen 280 natives and 100 American snd an esusl number
of Australlan signal corps troops, suvilled nrincipally by dromming from
. alr trenatnris, a little more then o month, w

Commnlestion nroblers in the Southoest Preilic were not solved oy

. tte horculecn job of stringing a1 ftelephone line reroge the Owen Stanley
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Renge, The asngtant demymese in New Guiree rotted poles and corroded

vires, rod freousnt storme srounded newly strung lines, Horaover, the
move to Dobodurs whe only tke fi-nt of mnzy la-ne whlebh took comboi
units, service units, znd troop cerrier unlts hundreds of milee shezd
of breses tkhet had Veen esteblished only = fev months or even weals
Yelore, Tn such elrcumstances, 34 wee fimogsitble to estebdlish relisble
comrmnics tlons between the adéwrrced beages and thoee to the reer. 3ven
in thke cage of Dobodurs, wire e¢omnections were noi emisblished vith
Port Morestr untll six rontks after the FProusn Curpalyn had ended.
Under the clreumatencas 1% uveg clesr trat if suthoarizeiion for every
gitrize by siroreft broed on the rortw side of the Owen Stonleys were
reguired froxs Port Horesby or Brisbrne, operations wonld be disegtrously
deleayed,
ke orgrndesticn which exdgted 8t Hhe end of the Pasunn (rnpalen
we not erreble of coming with thir situstion. Genernl Kemney's Fifth
Adr Forgce Besdgusriere hrd *o be ratcined in Frishene where 1t could
coardinate 1ts netivities vith Genersl FHochriturts G, the hesdquariers
of the A28 Alr Toreeg, rrd vepions Avgireliisn kepdousrtera, ADVCH
2t Port Yoreshy still kad sininletrotive rogsongitilitiee ton comlicated
te rorrdd o forverd novement of thls To dousrdors, A mew heaadouerters
wrs e considered negessery to amerclee onerrtionsl conirel over the
unlie bezed of Dohodvre,

Benersl Renney¥s ansver %o this wroblen sre the crextlon in Merch
1843 of the Tiret Air Trek Toroe, ot firet mown £ the Pune adr '&gk

Foree. This new org nlpstion wes o con=int of flpghter, homber, "nd
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troop esrrier vanits whieh could be 2ttsched for :n Indefinite period or
. for ¢ particular onersation only. When » fizhter unit ws attrched to
the teelz forvee, the Fighter Comund retrined sdminigtrative controel,
. but omer tionrl control vent to the tagk foree, The stme awvnlied to
doriber unitr in $helr relstionshi+ with the Bouwber Comwend, Theo-
reticelly Genersl 'vhitehezd as commrnder of ADVCN retained suthority
for direction of the onersticng of #11 conbrt units in Hortherat Mew
Guiner, Actuslly, however, the commonder or th: task force conld ag-
sume, when necesssry, the resvoneibility of Jignatehing his oo units
. on co.brt miszeions, including fizhter sorties in defense of the rres,
migsions recuested by Allled ground troowss, mad obteclks on euergency
tergets such as couvoys.
There w's some difificulby in comleting the org nizstlon of the
tesk force because of a feeling in Waghlngbon that the Southwest
Paclfic wes requesting too meny hesdguerrters nersonnel in higher gredes.
Generel Kenney insisted thet three headouerters for the Fifth Air Force
vere necesgery, and wrote thet "6-3 has no ider of the detrils of the
. nroblem out here #nd hes no concertion of the number of ofricers re-
gquired %o run # show in three echelons.! 19 The tzgk force, howvever,
wrg never offiellly euthorized by the “ar Denartment, znd versomnel
had %o be teken fron other ovgrnizstions for tngk force hesdnuerters.
To the irmortrnt post of comwrnder, Cener:l Xeaney sonointed Col.
. Frederick H, Swith Jr. who continued %o be lisbed on of"leisl rosters
as de-utv chief of staff of the ¥ifth Alr Foree. Thia sdminlgtrative

slight—of-hand hrd to be vwerformed for 8ll of Smithls ataff. Hig A3,
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i ¥a3, W, ¥, Colem:n, for exrumle, w5 officiclly an assistont ciief of
. staff, A-3, at Fifth Alr Torce Headquarters. =0
At the beglnning the only couwbet unlt attzeched to the tegk force
. wes the 49th Flghter Groun, Put by the mlddle of Aoril the personnel
of the 8th Sanedron of the Zd Bombordment Grous hod been flown ascoross
the Owen Stanleys. Withir s month the remsinder of the 34 Group and
the PAAR 20 Sgusdron hed arrived, ond nev 2-T8'y were being tesnted by
the crews of the 3th Sguadron, By the end of June the First #4dr Lask
Force was ¢ balsnced orgrnization, In addition to service units, it
. congicted of the following sourdrons: one P-38, two P-40, one Beaun-
fighter, one A=27, one 2-2850-1, and one vnmodirfied B-zE,

Althousgh the nrincinsl funciion of the First &ir Tesk Force was to
meintain eontrol of the ged m- rorches to the Huon Gulf, & sscondary
funetion wes to mrovide sirveraft for ground-cooners tion aigsiong., In
this tke tra't foresz concept renlaced tint of an 2ir sus.ort comwsnd
vhick had been suggested by Headouarters AAR in Vashington., In Januery,
10 officers, treined in "eir-suv:ort! technigue, had srrived in

. Austrelis znd hed become & wiri of the A-T section of the Fifth Air
Forece, with an sdvenced eckelon at Port Horesbr. By 1 Februrry Generval
Kenney had decided that "the theory of ra Air Suonort Comnand does not
fit the micture in this thenter.! With the congent of Gener=zl Amnold,
he determined %o roturn severrl of ti-e high renking Yair-sunvoert!" of-
Ticers to the United Strtes, keening those of low snough grede to serve
. sg agsistents o "relstively junlor heads of A-3 sections." 4Anonz those

vho remzined wewe i, Tarl A, Field, who wie sprointed to head the

Somnort Section ot Fifth dir Force _Headq@ax:tax'm Mei. Bicherd . Morshell
® e T
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at ADVOR, and Cant, Spencer Shroonshire, who ‘became lialson officer ¢t
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. su, Early in March Shronshire v ¢ relieves bw rnother of*icer rnd
returned to Port Moresby where he became ¢ liaison officer vith combed
. squedrons, ressonsible for briefing souadron snd growo H-2's. The
! functions of rn sir suoiort comurnd, therofore, vere rmerged vith those
of the vrrinns ouwer=tiong sections, st Port lloreshy if the misslons
in guestion were the responsitility of ADVON, or at Dobedura if thet of
the Firgt &ir~ Trgk Tarce, 2
The erestion of %2 First Alr @ zsk Force ond the merging of eir
. suonort officers into A-3 sections wes generslly successful in irerers-
ing the flexibility of combrt units in the forwerd sreas, Of less lo-
mediste imnortence wes another new organlizetion which wrs being mlanned
for troop errrier unita Lo vrovide a hemdnusrters on the szme echelon
es the comuends fo - fighter end bouber grours. In the middle of Jenusry
Genersl Mocidrthur had requested wermission to retivete a hendruarters
ané hezdouerters squadron of a "triasgort wing® in orde~ "to insure
promer coordination of incrersed zir trrasoort activities." Before the
. end of the wonth CPD hed suthorized the activetion of & troop czrrier
wing 2nd had susgested that trrined versonnel be sent from the United
Stetes for the nev hesdousrters under the comaand of Col., Hareld Clark,
2 man with "excellent oualificotions and long experience.” In general
this sugzestion wos setisgfzetory to Xenney, btut it ran directly con-
trery to his usual molicy of keening in key oosts men with experience
in the therter. Consequently he radioed the War Depertment thet although

there wes no objection to Colonel Clark, "it wos necesssry in the
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interest of efficlency to continue in troow ¢ rrier vork cnd wer-
ticularly in comusnd -ositions oflicerr femiliar vith wroblems weculiar
to this area." "For this renson and to rvold degradstior of nromotion
nroblen," he séded, "it is requested thet officers with Wing Head-
avexrters be not above grede of mrjor.® It 1is £in01ly decided nat to
gend the tralned troove-corrier mersonnel. A wing hesdguarters wag
conatituted on 26 February, however, snd MashArthur wae informed that
personnel were to be drown lergely from the theater, 23

For the next three months, the troov corrier wing was chiefly an
adminigtrrtive nroblem. On 17 lrreh 1943, the Hesdguarters 2nd Head-
gunrters Ssurdron of ths Bith Troon Corrisr Vines v s sotivitr ted
¥pursuant to Generel Orders No. 2, Hesdquarters, USAFFE . . . and as-
signed fo the Fifth Air Force effective March 1, 1943." Its initial
strensti was one officer ¢nd one enliated mom whose officisl duties were
to kee- £ morning re~ort, On Z llsv it vas directed to move From Brisbene
to Port Moresty "lexs servensr) »nd eoulomsnt,” The ving then functioned
wlthout versonnel until 20 lnyv 1942 vhen eisht officers were esaigned to
it under the command of Col. ¥rul H. FPrentisa, former commander of the
374th Troop Carrier Grows, Jotuslly tbis new hesdouarters could herdly
heve inerensed the efficiency of owerations for the next three months
since the only troop carrier groun assigned to it vas the 374th, and
Colonel Prentias's entire st=ff, with one or two exceptions, w's taken

from thet groun, Thumg the function of the win: becsme "merely to act

as 2n #0ded chsanel, in 3-._3@;9 . gperetions) orders from Fifth Adr
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This might seenm ot firat glonec merely ocnother exswsle or building
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zn euwwolire of beclousrbers merron el Certclinly 7= long ¢ s the 3Pxth
w'g the oenly trocn ¢frrie~ groun in New Guinen, there was little excuse
for 2 wing he-fourpters, But it 111 be rec lled that Xenvey hzd been
nremiged en sddition®l groun and ¢ kalf by the end of the second guarter
of 1943, These, together with the 317th Sroup still under the Directorzte
of Air Tranemort in sustrslis in llsy, mede = tots) of three snd a helf
grouns, o nuttber which rrobstly justified ¢ +ing orgmizetion. Farther-
more Kenney envisaged renidly increasing duties for his troovn cerrier
unite, OFf first immortrnce ves stn lyings Dobodurs where Jantnese air
atiscka wera orer tlng "2 consiently deere: sing enthusiagn on the wert
of the shinning weowle rnd the Hovy sbout runnins sup-lies even 83 frr
north #s Ore Bey.! ® Almost equsily vitsl wes the maintsinings of .ore
thrn 6,000 troops in the Won arer, even these activities, mnertienlarly
the supnort of the Wau force, Kenney believed, were little more than
orellainery fo £ mein ef ‘ort of troop cerrier ualbs which would later be
necesgary in the planned Lae-Salamews operction, 2

Kenney's confidence in the notentialitles of rir trenswort were ap-
parently not shered by at least some of his collesgues in the zround
forces. In any cmse, it was not intended that the Austrelioms at Wau
should remein dependent entirely uson suo dy by alr, In Tecember 1842
geveral Austrelian engineers had 12id the ground work for z rozd from
Buil Doz to Weu. In the widdle of February two comwanies of Royal
Australisn Engineers undertook the tosk in esrnest. Equipment was

flowa ir to the northern fer-inus £t '7v and errried in by wster to
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notive lebor izde mrozress slow, but by the end of July jeeps could
move slong the roed for 14 miles £% ezch end, and 2 month later they
coulé traverse the entire route.

Fvery measure to lnsure Fn adeouate flov of supolies to this Jungle~
bound force wrs justified in view of the wort it wen to play in the
coning onmere tions £s one nrony o' e rincers ¢lnaine on the denenese
forcea in the Sxlomsusn rrea, In Urreh 194%, Yangs Forece, s ‘the leu
gerrizon wes called, eonsisted -rinein=1ly of the aAnstr:lian 17th
Brigade, Ity functions were to infiltrrie the eneay mositlons in the
‘ybo area, to force the zbundomment of these forward sirong-voints, and
to orevent she Tamanese fron vithdrawins trosws in sufiielent strength
to opiose Ameriern jumms rlong the eosst. 28

The fir<t of the smohibious noves wes to be esrrizd out under the
geners]l sunervision of the ivstr lisn New G-ines Torce. The wrincioal
Americen nnlt involved w's the 4lat Infentry Division commended by
¥rj. Gen., E. H, Tuller, In February various elements of that division
srrived in the Bunc-Gona erea, By the middle of Mrreoh, the 1624 Combat
Team, recently flovm in to Dobodurs, remlaced the 163d Regiment which
krd warticipated in the Foouan Czumelam, At the seme time one bat-
talion smoved alons the cosgt towerd the mouth of the Mambare River in
order to deny the uege of thet arer to the Jenznese, 2 The 1624 Regi-
ment had 1ittle wore than rerched this .oint hen intelligence wes

received which indieated thet the enemy had vithdrawn to ¢ line north

of Morobe some 73 miles farthe~ uwo the comst, Such & weve on the nart

it T TN 2 s
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of {le Jemonegse was noi; only »n indi%etiozi wt;f. werknegs, but 14t invited

| . ¢ iurther Allied rdvence int, the harbor at Xorobe itself #nd to the
#ir strin at Donr, o fetr miles tn the soutu ~nd suit~tle for emergency

. lenéings rnd for reswlrr uvas by lisison nlenes., Accordingly the
laclechnie Foree, consistin - nrinelnclly of the lst Retd lion of the
1624 Reglaent, wrs metiveted on 22 Mareh and snecifieally directed to
secure these wolnts, 3By 6 Aoril it had carried out ~ relatively simle
conozest, It hed bepum 1ts move by gm 1Ll bontn on Z1 lareh, leonded o%
the mouth of the Varls Plver znd 7% Donr, and nn 7 April other elemenbs

. hed snlashed ashore ln Morove herbor. Three drys later Col, MacKechnie,
the force commander, could renort shrt his nen were in coantrol of the
harbor, thet it ve~ wmrevaring %o =zdintsin Done rir siriv es an emergency
landing field, rnd that vatrols had found no siems of the eneuy south
of Tal Amn, 10 miles northwest of llorobe harbor, %
Thig immoritent advence vhick broucht Amerie n Zorces within 75
mileg of Salawrue vrs pocommlished agoingt little or no enemy opoosition.
Twus direct cooperstion fro.. rir units wos umneces= ry. Heverthsless
. in solte of Llittle ground owvosition %o the Allied forces excent in the

Weu-kube srea, the contiruetion of Jepanese retivity ot other ~oints was
sufficient indication thet the enemy still intended to mointain blmself
in Fev Suinea, Allies Intelligence reveris during March, Aoril, and
May constantly demeribed the ecnstruction of airfields =% Ebllandla,

. Wekde, Wewsk, ond a number of other vleces, mnd the bullding of o nete
worlkt ol roe=ds ecentering ¢t ledrn., tosether vith vhnt secmed 9 be 2

continurl flov of eghiwning into Vewalr, In nsddition Japonese submarines
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uwade frequent forays off the susbrelisn cor st, tnd the threwt of enaumy
iy pttreks 1~ ever preseat. In such circunstenees, vhe functions

of Gener<l ‘iitehesd's Advrnced Lctelon snd Colonel Swith's Firss 4dr
Brek Force vore miny end v: rled. They included photo ané srmed reconw
naigecnce, antisubmerine notrol, convoy, troop cerrier, =nd bomber
escort, togethe™ vith the conventiontl tzetlenl funmctions of destroying
the cnemy oir forece, isolating the forward sress, and destroying selected
objectives on the brttlefield itself, &

During‘the «onths of ¥rreh, Anril, eand !'sv enemy alr att~cks agsinst
Allied bsses, thounsh hw no nern: gontinuone, were frenuent. Cn @ Larch
Weu wes hit by cooroximetely 26 bombers snd Tl fighters; little damage
resulted, Two dows 1l-ter fn eou ll;r her foree bo. bed Horende sirdrome
2t Dobodurr. Tzrecnnel wsre 3 en by surnrige when the brubs storted
dronning, Two enlisted men vere killed by flyin, shrannel tadé t-ree
rireraft were destroyed on the ground., Fovur flights of the 49th Group
Jjoined snother vlrei dv on locel watrol in a savege atteck on the ralders.
Lieutenznt Bong shot down two of the nine Zeros vhich were ofrieirlly
ligted cg destroyed., ILt, William F, Haring, Jr., shot down one enemy
fighter, badly daunsged snother, end croshed head-on into & thlrd. He
sncceeded in bailing out of the plene, snd w=g leier regcued from the
gsen by en Austrelisn tug. Agrin on Uro Bay, 15 more bombers damaged
waterfront installations snd set o smell fuel dums on fire durinz the
night of the 14th. Three deys later 18 boubers escorted by 32 fighters
borbed Porlock karbvor 2% middsy crusing some drmoge. The mnst deabruc-

tive reld of the month, }mwever. occurred on the 29th when soaroximately

- gt %
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25 medium bombers ond 10 to 15 dive boubers escorted by a lerge forxe-

. tion of fishtersr fz in atmc‘{ nt CGro Bew, The loesl fighter gechor
fgicked wn - lorge enemy plot znd sownded the red ~lert ot 11121
. Sixteen P-40's snd 15 P-¥3'g took of7 end, in the ensning ficht, dew

stroved six Hemms, five Zeles, n~né two Vels, One P-40 and nilot Lt
Cecil D. Dewees vers lost, and encmy bombs er=~ked into » ne vhorf,
senk two gmall shipeg, snd killed numerous personnel, &
Following the 27 larch raid on Cro Doy, there wee 2 lull in encny
activity over New Guinea, J=n attention seemsd to have been diverted
. to tke east where aircraft were striking reventedly at Allied bases in
the Splomon-New Georgi' arer, Allied intelligence wrophesied, however,
tkat the Japanese would soon turn #g in to'rrd Herr Guiner, =nd docu-
mented this essertion by figures indicrtins the wregence of the largest
air force ever assembled by the enemy in the Southwest Pacific Area.
The following v~s ta- estimrted enemy eir order o: bettle durinsg the

33
firet week in Anril:

. 6 .A'Or. 43
: Terng-i6 Apr. ¢ Apr, B ior, 5§ Jrn,
.5, Area (¥, M/B 8/a B F/B ®/P ports :_ 4mm <13 47K 4 R%
Yevw 93 112 g2 8 13 13 271 273 142 145
Britein
New 57 36 4 oY 76 80
Irelznd
. Hew Guinea 5 5 5 g 22

Solomonsg o4 8 15 8 23 4 112 113 10l w4

. * Totsls on these drtes, : -, 7-_;,-.'.;_';':-“
T ) ‘-;f ::-i ' s = .
CORFIDEHTIAL ominall. | FORLETION
L) R oeriatiat. .

L e e e e

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

—
- o+ GOMEIDE MTIEL

122
R el e e LT ﬂ
a"'T'"'_—_
rﬁ:ﬂ‘“ L TR 2l
The Allies, therefdre, d - r-the- cle - indte tion thed tne
. Jemanese tere wleaning 2 lergo-gerle 2ir offensive., :he only cuestion

wes wvhether i1te objeciive "oquld be Gurdslesnl or Allied beses in lew
. Gulnes since ihie eusmy hed fre-vently deonsgiy ted greet flexiBility
in tke emmloyment o4 his 2ir ualts zg~insgt Allled nogitions in the
Joloxmons ond Lew Guines, This oceecglon nroved tn be no execention., Cn
7 Anril, r Lipse force of enemy borbers #nd fighters hit Guadalesnal.
Four drys later, Y45 enemy dive boubers =ad fichters" were intercented
off Cro Bay by 50 P-40'y snd P-23'g nf +hs £0th Crouvp. Led by Li. E. A,
. Eorris, wiho shot down two Zekes ind ¢ Vel, and Crotain wright who de-
stroyed three Zekes, the Americin fishters were eredited with 17 enemy
vlanes. Mesnvhile tke borbers heaé scored tvo dircet hits on a 2,000-ton
Allied merchant vessel, sné other hits on = corvette rnd & amell gunoly
ghin,
Cn 12 Aoril an even larger encey foree returned to Fetr Gunines. This
tiume Port loresby wee ibs obhjective, The 4th Fighter Sector nlotted
the formetion a3 1% zpuroached the Port Voresbr dromes. Thres P-33'g
. of the 30th Saowadron, bzking off ~hen the red alert ves sounded, found
themgelves vleaying hide-snd-seek with some 45 Sallys and en even lerger
mimber of escortine fightere, Nanv of the enemy nlsnes were flying at
0,000 fect rad rmwerred 2¢ tiny svecks to wmer-onnel below, some of
voom were crouching in slit trenches. lieanvhile, fighter controllers
. had wut cll availeble rirereft of the I64h Tijhter Oroun into the air,
#nd it P-30'y and P-400's vere trying tn resch Yan sdvintagects slti-

tude.® At the s me bLime, five F-%3%'s from the 9th Squ: dron rorred off

. 2 Dobodura striv to osrticivete in the serarble. Althoush at 2 dis-
agventage beccuse of inferior clindbing charrcteristics, the P-F9's were
T e - e =
JATH l_ " L.. Ai___,,,__.q....-~—--~----.--.~--_._,,___
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gumprisin.ly ucecsrfnl, iftecn enemy borbers nd 9 or 10 fignters

. were destroyed vitih the less of O Awericern fihters. ®
The J:oanege, kavever, scored heavily on ground targets in this,

. Fort Horeasbvlg L06th air »eid o the trv. Toow ¢ mrged or fegtrored
the folloving cirereft: four 4-201g iglightly demrgedl; one Besufighier
barned snd b0 "hrdly érmrzed"; one P-39 fhedly demmgedW; two B-gb'e 'bumed,”

‘;éemged beyond revcir," two Ybrdly dowmeged, !’ end two dglightly demsced!s
rad tvo C-47's "hrdly Grunsednd tvo Tslichtly demrzed.®  Bowbs Lit
runwrys of wards, 3derry, ond Johvimmer drodec, s=n’ get Tire to - fuel

. Gwm rt Fila.  Austr lienod Aneriern nen onecl vorking ot the durm were
burred to desth, rné their coresss were o nerve-shebbaring exnerience
to thosme gsnuritins ritkdin ecrelnt in roinef1lled «1lit trenches. The
drmege to wlcnes had been hesvy in mart becruse of inadeaquate revetments
for wared olemes, A stud: b~ ¥k iy encineer g ADVOS Herdeunrters
indicsted thet drnage would bave been reduced by 80 ner cenbt hed wroper
side orotection bern averileble, The engineerls renort war endorsed at
Fifth Air Force Hezdousrbers with ¢ recommendation sdiressed fo the

. Commendin- Generel 4% that tvo Yeooubinetion drre-line snd clamshell
gresoline @riven traetors” snd two D=6 hulldozers be furnished ecch
engineer svistion bettelion for revelment congtrucbion.

Cn 14 Anril, the last of this seriee of heavy attrcks occurred

viien en~my airereft hit Kilne By for the th time since 1ts establisk-

. ment os rn Allied brse. Thirty-six Sellys end 10 to 20 Tels escorted
by some PO fighters demsged one Allied merch nt vessel zo that it hed

%o e besched snd score’ direet hits on tvm other shins. Fighters of

. I G e OIS e ol Cot'&r‘hr‘:”“"
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the Dobedura-based 9th sausdron took to the air snd together with
Austrr 1i-n fighters rnd entieireraft smuners shot down at lerst 10
bombers »nd from thre=~ o five fichters. Tivo Allied fi hiers were
losw., Exclusive of this lost reild, tze Javznese had carried out ap-
proximately 740 sorties egrinst the orinclnel Allled boses in Rew
Guines and the Solomons vithin a week, snd had lost almost 150 aircraft.37
These heavy losses, sn-roximabely 10 tines those suffereu by the Allies,
mst have dlscourrged the Jevanese commend, Fhoto reconnsissance ghowed
that on 16 April there were still 248 aircrsft, exclusive of medium
bombers mrob: vly conce:led in disversl arees at Vunakeneu, on the
Rabsul siréromes, But for o month following the 14 4oril attack on
Yilne Rev there verd onlw light rrids on Fev Guiner brses. (n 5 lay
Allied intelligence recorded » decline in the number of encmy ajreraft
baged in the northesstern mres from 611 on 7 April to 466 on 4 lay and
coutiously hazerded the mrovhecy thet this indierted » diminished threat
of zerial attrcks in the theater. ®

For 2 tiie 1% seemed thet the Jrpanese hod indeed given un thelr at-
tacks on ¥ev Guines, TFighter souadrons beceume almost bored in perform-
ing rovtine natrol duty, ground 2lert, snd trensvort-end borber-escort
missions. AL Dobodurs, the ingenious Lieutensnt Peterson lnitreduced
Bingo perties to the men of ihe 49%h Groun and rizsed un a loudspeaker
system so thzt enlisted men could have "mslerl orograms dished un with their
ehotwr,! Terewell merties were held for the Firsht large groun o "49ers!
to be returned to the United Statec after ¢ year of coasbrt, Rarly in

Hav, 100 begs of Christmas e-rds ~nd paekegeq arr:.ved just in time to

i e B ;g,_ .
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heln enliven & nrogrin mut on by the enlisted men to commemorate

Nother's Dry. Indeed, storme were more disturbing than Jsnanege raids
to the almost veaceful roubine during this weriod. Trovictl winds 2nd
rein rotted tents, sorked beds, znd ble do'm trees, C(aly s moriial
solution wes an order %o ralse 21l ients in the area at lerst three feet
off the ground, which was congtently deam and crawling with insects,
At Moresby, toc, thers wrs 2 weriod of relative guiet in which the 35th
Fighter Groun celebrzied "Over the Hump' week in honor of itg first year
of eombct service in New Guines. 5

Al though "Over the Fumo! week with its ball gemes and specizl shows
provided a relatively weaceful interlude for the Z5th Group flyers, for
other fighter squedrons "business" begrn vicking wo early ix May. The
first indicrtion of this occurred in the Northwestern Area on 2 May
vith & hervy 2ir raid on Darvwin by twenty-one medium bombers escorted
by & lrree number of fighters. Thiritw=-two Soitfires intercepted and
shot down from three ta fiv?;ef:?ghterq ~nd mrobrily one bomber., Iittle
demere veg done 0 Allied instrlliations on the ground, but 13 Splt-
fireg were loat. 40

Rleven days later, the suggestion of 4llied Intelligence, that there
wves o Ydiminlshed threat of aerisl warfrre in the llortheastern theater,!
was nroved wrong. & nev serles of attacts begin on 13 liey with harm-
lesg night raids Ywhile a brillisnt helf-uoon shined down over all the
erom sites,! On the followins day, more t'n 20 barbers =nd 25 fighters
hit Dobodurs tné destroyed o bitumen dwm rFné & gr soline berge, The
49th Groun put 43 P-dals »nd P-381s into the #ir and shot down 7 %o 9
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enemy borbers snd 9 to 11 fighters, Cne PwZ8 was lost, and the nilot
. wos last seen swimming aboutb 20 niles ofl shore in shepl-infssted
woters, The Janscnese returnss durins the night nf 73 lMer rnd sgrin on
. the following night, but with 1ittls effeet other thrn to interrunt a
Ygwell stege show? being mut on by men of the 4lst Infantry Divieion, 4
Meanwhile, other enemy formeilons attamched Wau four tlmes in a
week emoloying particularly clever itrctics. Sallys and Bettys generzlly
protected by Zekes or Himng swent ir over il e mounteing at guch low
altitudes that Allied sign~l units hed 1ittle chonce to give varning:
at tke saame tiae Jasanese wilots sehoteged the efforts o7 Allied con-
trollers by meintcining ¢ constent chatter on Tighier rsdlio freguencles.
The heaviest raid cceurred on 17 lipy vhen 25 or nore Yetiys destroyed
the headounerters, simmal office, tnd onerrtlons ofiice of the 17th
Australliazn Brigode. They also smrshed £ smrll board shack kmown ss the
TAmeriaen Enbessw,? which hed housed 511 the radio eguipment of the
Aueriesn Alr Suovort varty et Austrclinn hecdquerters. The Jens in
thig csse, however, were too late %o {o ¢ny re.l drmage. Two hours
. before the reid, the Augtreliang hed moved out of .‘au, and the Americens
had ghifted thelr radio equinment to 2 dugout. The enemy returned on
the followlnz dey, and agein threc doys Llater, In this lagt raid, Ythey
vald their own way." Twelve P-38's3 of the lloresby-based §0th Fighter
Sousdron hed talken off to eseort a flicht of C«47Vs towsrs eu, but the
fizhter controller immediately after the trke~af” awlieched their mig-
. sion to & scramble over Salamaua, There they intercewbed wmore thon 156

Onezre, Zelteg, mnd Hemog, In o brief series of dogfichts, geven of the

<
. enemy fighters we-e shot down. No Ameriern olznes were losh.
P \ . , .
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‘ These o4t ckn sgainst Wou were no longer merely isolsied ralds.

. Dhey were rtluost fally sceurrences, snd rhen considered together with
other attzeks egrinst *be Morobe, lambere, Touglees Harbor, znd Wou-
. Bulolo zrers, it seemed cle-r that the Jansnese were beginning to ren-
der r measure of direcect cunwmort to their ground troovns. Furthermore,
the enemy hod avosrently develonmed the bzgsec in morthern New Guinea,
nepticnlrrly -+ Uewrlr, to suck o point that they were now in regnlar
wse.,  Sus-lies were st111l flovine from Jew 3ridein snd other northern
iglends into ¥ollandis, Taner Bry, and vewsk; roads #nd airfields were
. gtill being tuilt; end Szllys, Bettys, and Lilys were using these flelds
in their inere  singly fresuent ztteeks on Allied brses &nd on trooos in
the forwsrd arens. 43
While Allied Tighters were enzeced in intercenting the Jepanese
attecks (in addition to routing escort and patrol activities), Allied
Yombers during March, Anril, and llay were cerrying out a varlety of
migsions. Their wrincinsl funetions, of courss, were Hn sirike ad
eneny strotezic bases, to izolste the battlefield by lntercenting con-
. voys, end to coomercte with Allled ground forces in the forwerd areas,
Never theless other types of overs tlons freguently took orlority over
these., The grect majority of heavy-bomber missions, for extmple, were
the long, lonely reconnsis-ence flights carried out by B-17's, B-24'g,
and the nhoto F~4's or F-B's, Cne souedron of B-24!s based in Darwin
brovght back imvortent informstion as to enemy activities in the
. Netherlands Bast Indies. The heavies from Port Noresby frequently
Ugopoines offt £t Dobodurs, matrolled the ususl se» lanes in the
T - . A
@ St pNADENTIRL
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. continned to whotosrenh l'ew Guiner pe frr to the noriivest as vewak s

well as most of Fov Britain, including Rabruly znd in liay the longer~
. renged F-5'g began to reach Xevieng, B~25's verformed .ore then their

shere of natrol and escort migsions. Indeed with 2 fev notable =xcep-
tions, the 13th, 7lst, anéﬁgﬁﬁ%erdment Squadrons (1) were engeged
entirely in short recomneisgance missgionsg, submariné vatrol, sand convoy
gscort., Thig mernt thet the majority of. the coitbet misslons were car-
ried out by the 9nth Spundron enuinmed 'vith B.2501'sg by the 89th with

. its A-20%g, =< b B=17's 2nd B=24's not azssigned to reconnalssance.
In 2§6i%tion, Generel Kenney could depend unon the relisble R4ASF A-20,
Beaufighter, snd Besufort Snvadrons. “

It ig reusricsble in the light of the relative weskness of 1lts zir
units the% the Tifth Air Force was able to do anv more then hold its
own during this nerisd. It succeeded, however, in keeplng the enemy
off balance br coacentr ting 1ts offengive wovwer on # fevw vitrl eneuy
ingt:1lations, The grert majority of heovy-bombardment nttechs vere

. carried out sgainst Febeul, faviens, snd Vewak, ‘The upoe~ dolomonsg
were left to RAAF Catalinas moking elumozat nightly visitetlons cnd to
the flyers from the South Preifie, However, D-24'y and B-l7's, ex-
clusive of numerous gttrcks by single planes on armed recomnalssy ace
migsions, were over “absul at lesst 5 nights 1n March, 2 in 4wil, and
10 in tzv, These wlssions, chiefly agsinst the slrdromes, consisted
of an Toximately 96 B~17 and &5 B-24 sortles usually carried out in

formations of from four to seven aircraft, The heaviest ettuck on this
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vital Jep dose occurred durin: the night of 12-23 March when g1l sguod-

rong of the 474 Grouo sent out 27 B-17'z agrinst Vunalkenau, Lakunal,
and Ranopo. Incendiaries rnai frogg vers seattered 1211 over the land."
Wire-wrenmed derolition bombs, 500-1b, bombs wvith 12-bour delsyed-
action fuges, end others with sdv-nced fuzes set to exolode 800 feet
ebove the ground were simed =t runwayas, shons, snd disnersel orers. Cne
pilot even carried out ¢ little experiment by dromming 2,000-1b. bhombs
into Rabntenm crater. Unfortunately, they failed fo explode, Anti-
piveraft fire weo hesvy, but no B-17's were lost, snd slthough most
borbs fell in the trrget nper, woor visibility wrevented an exact as-
sessment of damege. 5

Few if snv of the rbitacks sgrinct “rbrul vere er-ried out ageinat
shin-ing, perhsus becruse ire Joavanese were now making grealer use of
the more distent herbor at Kevieny., Certeinly the most devastrting
anti-convoy blow of Anril snd ley was directed ag-inst one which had
been troeked to Kavieng., In a veriod of four deys beglnning on 1 Anrid,
21 B-17'2 ond nine B-24'g herassed the ships at anchor in Kavieng harbor.
Lo mo2dly drogmed BOD-1b. bombs fron 5,000 fest rnd obeserved large
emnlosions. Some of the ¥-17's #lso athrczed fran mediuna rltitude, but
Fortreases skivp bombing from 75 to 250 feet crused the greatest dumege,
ihe ofiiclal psnorts declored thet & 6,00N-ton vessel was "left set-
tlinz," & light cruiser "genk bow first," a heavy eruiger "blew un and
genkn, ' while two to four destroyers were severelw drmeged, 46

Al13ed air units had little refl success in intercenting Jaranese

convoys acturlly on the ove, They did maint in their blockade of the
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Buon Gulf area, but ke shi'maing econtinuelly moving into Wewak harbor

cnd into Hanss Bey wee oot of ronge of eny btub heavy unlés, Only four
convoys, two heading for Finsckaven, one in the Madeng area, and the
other off Arvawe in Hew Britain, were locezted within range of light end
mediun units fronm March through liay, Bezufighters znd B-25'a sz well
ag heavy bombers were sent out but were unsuccessful becsuse of particu-
larly unfavorable weather conditions,

The heavies did heve some success, Lowever, in attacks on eneuy
vessels which had already errived at thelr destination. For example,
28 B-17 oné 26 B-24 sorties vere carried ount asgeinst shiyping cnd
harbor instellations at YWewak from March through Mey, not ineluding
attecks by single borbers. The officlisl renorts list the following
results after boumbing attacks: on 1X March o 7,000 45 8,0 O-ton vessel
exoloded 2nd burst into flames °nd 2 trnker wes believed sunlkt; a week
later z merchant vessel weg bedly damoged; on 10 Awril a 1,000-ton
vessel wes Wdegtroyed®; five drys later an 8,000-ton eargo ship wes
Teunk,™ o gon boct wes "beached,? snd an 8,000-ton vesael was "left
liating!" and another "nossidly sunk®; on 20 Anril a 6,00-tommer wes
"eft blazing fiereely,t and on 4 Hay 4 B.24%g left 5 nmedium-gized
merchent vessel "listing." One of the heaviest attacks of the three-
nonth period wzs carried out on 2 convoy untoading in Hanaa Bay from
12 to 14 Aoril., Bombs drvonped by six B=P4Vs acored four hits, ac-
cording to the 320th Squodronts remonri: and resulted in a 10,000-ton
vessel "burning from stem to stern,” zand aa 8,00N-tonner catehing Yon

fire emldships,™" according to the offiecilal renorts, six B-17's had
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1ittle sveerss in o follow=uws it ¢z, but one of mix B-17's scorsd

. threr girin-baubins hite durine the follovin ; nigsht which lelt one
. A8
vesgel Helniin- U
. Airfields rnd suo~ly dwiwos ob .ewlk, lrdeng, sud o suab: rere

also imort-nt obiectiver. ‘evwkls rivfields, Degus, Boraw, cal Ini,
were hit by hesvr hodhers usurlly cs sltern-tives tien ridwins vandd
not be founs, l'r{iuwnm boubere, however, could retch Madrne, and Betu-
Tighters rad B-25's, vcersionelly escorted by P-23's, cerried out
geveral viciouvs oim fine ascoulte on that fren. In ons cons, on ° ey,
. Bwz5017s gonk: 1o sooll merek ub vescels. leonnwidle, Allisd Intel-
ligence wes devobing considerrble aitention to eneny activity in
Southern Few Tritein, navticularly Argmats snd CGope Gloucester., Jhese
nolnts, only rarely att-cked in nrevious monthe but now within less
then 280 miles of the Dobodurs-brsed First Air Tagr Toree, were nrohaw
bly attzcied rors th n cny other objective during May., Allicd boumbers
were over Jrasarts on st leest 165 different dsys during thet month and
over Gape Gloucester on three days., B-Ri's czrried out at lezst 62
. gorties, Besufizhiters 18, A-20%g 1%, Besuforts 1B, Bo17's 7, and B-24's
15, 50
The att~cks of hervy ond medium borbers, snoradic as they were in
thig three-month weriod, did have a harsgsing effect on enemy zactivities.
In 2 amnll wry ithey were serving r conventionnl tmetical wvurovcse of
isolating the Tr ttlefleld. During this «ome merlod, coopersation with
the zround forees ves nerformed orineioslly by A-20%sg, E-25'g,ond

Besufighters of the Firet 4lr Teek Torece, by Yoresby-boged WARF A.20'm,
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end, by Peauforts from !ilne Bay. The objectives of these missions were
concentrr ted »rimarily within » senicirele having ¢ radius of eporoxi-
mately 25 n{iles #nd o center st Srlasmene, After the Biemark Sea action
in Fereh, Allied sircraft hit voints in this area in flights of more
thar three nlaves on 18 days in March, on 16 dzys in April, and on 13
deys in May. These attrcks inclnded 8t lerst 125 sorties by the 39th
Soupdron's A-27'g, 85 by RAAF A-20's, 40 by Besufighters, 66 by B-25's,
12 bv Besuforss, ond 6 bv B-17'g, Fovorite tvrzets vere the airflelds
2t Ioe and nesr-hy llzlchen>, town an’ share masitions ot both Ire and
Selemeus, end the trzclks connectin~ these towns with forwerd areag in
the vieinity of jlbo, O
The Jevrmese, holding stron~ -ositions on the ridges which con-
trolled the area, fzced the Austrclizns al woints along the Bitoi River
in the Guzdasesel-Muo aree, But other Australions hed filtered through
these enemy wositlons and vere kezding towerd Selameun, On 29 Aoril,
s ckenge in ground foree orgrnization fook —lece with the 3d Austrslian
Tivigion peoumine control in vlece of the commander of the Yange Foree.
The latter orgenizsiion reverted “to its permanent st-tus of 17th
Avgtrelicn Infentry Brigede." At the srme time the Allies lncressed
thelr setivities in the Salanryur sres. Infiliretine patrols recched
Komietun 10 xile= bo tiz ~outh of the town, i¢nd on 5 uay actuelly entered
the villege of Bobdubl no more then five mlles from Sslemava. Come
mnd eation v etill the grertest handicrvoing foctor., Food and many
guonlies hed b0 be dropoed by aireraft, Other twnes of sup-lies, such

es artillery shells, were brousht in bv netive carriers, This wrs
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hesritbresiing lebor since it took tkree drys for = native to bring two
rounds fram Yeu., At thie tine, the Lustr:lisns had oaly twWo 3. B-inch
pount~in :uns, sné these were of limited use in jungle country where aven
nortare frequently cruld not he used sgeinat trrmets N wewde dlatent.

Yach of the vork nerm~liv left tn srtillery, therefore, had to be
carried out tv rirereft. Tor thi~ vl son the closest lisison ws ualne
tatned bobween the sir forces cnd the Austrslisns, Feadouarters for
the oir suonort neriy wes nesr thrt of T 17th v str lirm Trisede, and
j:he air eunsort officer ate at the brigode es.auander's mess vhere plans
for future operriions were discusred, Lith the esteblighment of the &d
Division Herdeverters ot Sulolo in Awril, reouests for sir oitrclis hed
ta be an-roved there. Otherwise the rroce ure wes the sfme as before.
Yesnests vent to HUVCH st Port Moreshy which elther sent an ettnck
miszion out itself or relayed the request to the First Alr Tagk Force.
Tergets were Loceted sometimes by smoke shells lobbed into tie desired
terget srea rsud at other times by 2 grid system using identiczl oblioue
aerirl mhotoarsnhs in the vogcesaion of both gvcund troons asnd alr
units,

By the end of ey, then, the Jewanese were feeling growing pres-
eure from both Allied +ir ~nd land forces. Americen trooms of the 1824
Rezluent vere securelw ensconced on ithe cosst at lorobe, Augtrrlian
petrols were sreduslly eliminating Javanese vockets of resistence
tetireen "Tu ond Selsmenn., The Allied Air Forces were avaiting the ar-
rivol of pdditional eiversft before moumting rf re”l offensive. In the

mesniine, however, Allled fiszhters weve beating back enemy sir attacks;
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attermtn to strengthen the Lre garrison; gnd homber units were keep-
ing vp at lesst token assaults on immortent enemy supnly molints.

The results of thege Allled +ir attac'cs are somewhat difficult
to e valuete, Tre afficirl rewwnrts very frequently state that resultis
vere not observed. Thisg wss na~ticwlarly true of sttacks at night
ageingt dlstont boses sné of bo-bing and strefing migslions in coopera-
tion with ground forece=, There are indeed some indications that strafing
migsions were less cdventsseous $o the Allied couse. In ssversl in-
st necen, for exrmmle, rigsions cerried out :lay B-25's were directed
agringt villeges Yto drive swav netives eiding Javs," The results of
these stizclzs were the degstruetion of mumerous vlllages, If the nziives
actually vere - idirg the drusneas, auch niselnne were no doubt Jjustified.
Fovevcr, bae renorbe ol ¢ wotkel sent out in &nril b+ the 1E2QF Teglment
indie~ted thrt in the oelenmsus erer the native hotred for the Japanese
Yhratards" ws being tempered by thelr grecter hatred for Allied #ir-
cr«f% which fired thelr villages., Ikhe srme watrol 1ln znother case
renarteds "Cur own :ir forece bombed en island Just northeagt of Pal-
Ava 13 April, Feedlese to s°v the igland hesn't got a deun thing on
1.t 54 Cn tre nther kend, there is evicence that many of the air at-
trcks were definitely helnful. Thoge carried out egalnst shiwoing,
varticulerly by gi-in brrbing, ab Kevienw, Vewsk, snd Hange ®ry were
succesaful, and the Air Suonsrit nz*ri;:r rt "'au apserted that "A-20%'s and
Beauforte beesne practically airborne ertillery and did the Job with

very nearly tke srme amount of sccurscy,'!
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By the end of iy the elr forces were in a mo=itliomTr contridbute

135

. nore to offengive oner~tione., Thelr notentianlltieg had beer inererged
by the develooment of Dobodurs g » base reonking with Port loreshy zand
i . Milne Bzy. The orgenization of the First Air Msgz Force gave nromise
of £ flexdbility of zir action in northern New Guines hitherto imw
vosslble, Moreover, sireraft were begluning to resch Anstrelia in
larger numbers, In Anril the followlne airersf% errived prior to %he
24th of the month: 25 B-24's, 13 B-25%'s, 6§ P-70'g, and 6 C-47'y. Dur-
ing the grme period, 2 P-38'g, 2 P-40'g, and 1 P-400 were lost in
. combat; 1 A=-20, 1 B-25, 1 B~17, and 7 B-24's were missing; 3 B=-25's
were destroyed on the ground: and 21 fighters, 11 bombers, and 2 itrans-
vorts were logt in accldents. In May the statue revort showed that
94 B-25's, 321 B-24's, 15 P-39's, and 17 0-47's arrived to offsst tke
following lossesd 1 B-25, 5 B=17'g, and 2 E-24'c migging in action; and
206 fightera, 9 boumbers, snd 2 transnorts lost from aceidents. Thus,
altkough defensive fighter strength had received 1ittle or no incresse
gince the first of the year, it wes clesr that the offensive nowver of
. task forge rné bomber command would be far greater in June then in

1]
previouns months,

. i Ho e e [ l ,“ :_i\f-i’:” u'_

e
e CuEb L IMENRMATIN
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

. PEC3LELS (F L D ILTERIEL, LLATLETHRIRIE

. In the threy wonths f£-1lovdng the Bismarck jer cetion the
strangth of the Fifth Sir Toree Lod declined to such =n extent that
itr seslc of offort e rob-tly les: ¥eon 1t bed bera during the
fr1l of 1247, In sweh circumstinces, Genar:l imcarthar sud Genersl
Kenner verc uoatle fo ~lra Judare oleraticns vith esnfidence, True
the Corbined Ohlefs of Ji-fL continu=d t~ estdhisire thet the Gafe t

. of the Axle in Zurnne taok nriarity aver the e-mindgns agringt Jopen.
AL the seme bine, kavevar, ther exxilgssioned forces of the Tmited
Strtes, in conjunction "1tk thore of other Feelflc nowers, %o naintein
resitbine nrasvare acsined the Jzponese,  The over-sll stratesic
eoneent with rernrd to the Poelfic o cleorly exavossed in 3 2en0w-
rinfun of 14 iy By the Joind Chiefe of S5%nff ro followss "imeon
defezt of tke Axis in Turone, in coonercilon with other Paoific rnowers,
tnd, iT rosaible with Swasin, 60 direet the 1) reasarces of the
. Unlted St tes ~nd Great 3ridrin 40 foree the uneondl tlensl surrenier
of Jazan, IE£, lowever, conditlcus develon “hich indiccte tha* the wer
28 ¢ viole cin be Traucht rorve guicekly to o suceeasfvl conclusgion by
tre cerlier .oundins of # ncinr offmelive revinst Japsn, the sirciezicsl
concent sed forth bersin x-7 be reversed,t i
. In endits of the seeand ro olaes held Tt the Poeilic plinge o the

vey in over=r11 Slreadvo, trecendous offorts on £ rard of the United

~etlor= tero essatlisl o ic.r“' put thot womi ::3 the ghratesle eareent,
@ RE %“Ff e
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Thege efforts were to include retaining Chine as 2 bage for operations
agrinst Japan, attocking Japanese lines of communication, incressing
the mressure uvon enemy milltrry forces in order to nrevent thelr con-
solidetion, and gecuring nositions for full-scale overations to e
undertaken later. Snecificelly a number of overations were nrojected
for 1943 and 1944, In the Far Bastern theater there were to be air
operations in and from China and a ground camvaign in Burma., In the
Paoifioc there were to be overations in the Solomons and Bismarck
Archipelago in order to maintain the initiative and to continue the
defense of Austrelia; overaiions ir New Guinea not only to serve the
gome purnoses =g the Solouons and Bismarck campaigns but to facilitate
ovening & linc of commmnientions to the Celebes Sea; a push into the
Tetherlends Indles 1limited to seizure of iglands necessary for the
capture of New Buirea; and operstions in the Marshells in order %o
ghorten communications to the Southwest Faclfic and to the Celebes Sez,
Thege were envisaged es limited offensives, carried out primarily by
navel forces. Accordingly the Unlted States navel forces in the
Pscifie were to be ineressed %o 2 maximun consisbent with minlmum re-
quirements in the Atlantic £nd with due regard to the nein effort in
Eurove., Alr and ground forces provided were to facilitate joint action
and to meke wossible optlmum use of the United States navel foreces.
Sneclfieally the onerztlons contemolated in May by the Combined
Chiefs for the South and Southwest Pacific foress remsined mach the
same as those outlined in the Flkton Plan as modiried byr a JCS direetive

of 28 March 1943, These vere jo establish alrfields on ¥iriwlna and
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Woodlovk islonds, to gelze the Lre-Sclameua-Finschaven-iledang area,

to oceupy veste-n New Zritein, end %o continue over- tlons in the
Solomong, with Bougainville as & nrime obJective, By the middle of
Mey, General HMacArthur had set 15 June 2s the terget dete for com-
meneing onwerations whose uliimate objective wrs the canture of Rebaul,
The initirl leandings, however, were to be on Kiriwina sand Woodlark

islends, The Joint Planmers sgcumed that MecArthur, charged with over-

ell stratezic direction of the campalgn, would have esteblished posi-

tions in wesbern Now Britrin ond southern Bougainville by 1 December
1943, and that it would teke 2t least Pnother two months before he
woulé be able to launch hig attrcelr egrinst the Rebrul area i1tself and be
1 April 1944 ot the earliest before the operrtion could be comnleted.
The Joint Planners believed that snfficient forces would be avails-
Ple in the Paciflc by the time scheduled for the inltiation of the
vorious phases of the eampaign., They eastinmated that 14 “offensive
divisions" snd 2,106 combet aireraft would be in the South znd South-
west Pacific by 1 July 1943, These, together with thae navel forces in
the ares, they conslidered andesuate for the inltisl moves, llachrthur
estinnted, however, that he would need seven infentry divisions, of
which five were to be sumhibisus for the reductlon of Kavieng rné
Rabsul alone, The Joint Plamners held, on the other hand, that "with
effoctive air neutrelizotion," this number cosld De reduced to 2 totul
of five infentry divisions, ond that these could be orovided by 1 January
1044, According to their esleuletions too, the 2,577 cowbzt aireraft

allocsted to the RAAF, the RilZAF, and the Army and Navy in the South and
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the Scuthwest Paclfic areas wonld be sufficient at this time for the
. cormalsns on the Bigmerel Arehivpelsgo. 4
In addition to the cemmaizns o be carrlied out under the direction
. of General VacArthur, decisions mrde =t the Trident Conference in
Washington during Moy euthorized oper: tions in the Gllbert snd !arghell
islends. By 15 June, the Joint Chiefs of Steff had concluded that naval
gtrength in the Pacific made such operztlongs feasidle. Thelr tentatlve
wlang involved the emloyment of the gecond erine Division and the
najor part of the South Facific nevol forces together with the firgd
. Harine Division from the Southwest FPacific, These units vere %o lsunch
their attack in November from bases olther 2t Fearl Harbor or in the
South Paclfie, 5
Pive deys efter leerning of these tentative nlsns, Genersl HecArthur
radiced Genersl llarshell, strongly expressing his disepproval, He pointed
out bhat the objective of both South and Sonthwest Pacifie owerrtions
weg the esoture of Eabsul, and thet mreliminary overstions were degigmed
Tto wrovide ebase of departure for converglng atteck and sdequate air
. sworort rnd flank protection' for obtaining this objective., He had
schednled the first Merine Division, hig only ammhibious orgenizetion, to
meke the attrek on Vew Eritein, ond he believed thet if thi¢ unit were
trongferred, the actlon would be preciuded., He admitted that = campalgn
in the Mzrghalls might be a sufficient diversion %o as=ist the opera-
. tion nlanned for hlg own foreces, ™t he argsued thet the troops for the
giversionary effort shonld he brought from the Unlted Stetes rather

than subtracted from the force avcn.lable for the maln attrcek
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Actually, Genererl Iv*acﬁ.rthur did not fovor the -ovement into the
mendsted Lslends. Fe argued tart Yfrom e brosd strrtegic vievnoint?
the best plan for en offensive in the Pacific wes one brsed on Aus-
tralia 2nd aimed at Mindonas by wry of Yew Tuines. He fevored this
course beezuse of his belief both thet 1t would more auickly cut the
enemy lines of commumication with the conquered territory to the south
and that 1% would De the only course which could agsure the suamord of
lend-brssd air mower. He sow the movement through the landates, on the
other hend, as a gseries of eumhibions bt cls supporited by Awmeriern
czrriar-bosed planes ogrinst objectives defended by Jenanese lend-brged
airersft. Sueh assaults, he asserted, would be hrzardous =nd would
result in the canturs of no Mgtrategic objective’ until lindrnao wos
reched, 7

In thigz exchenge of views, neither l'acArthur nor CPD had mentioned
the funcbion of Jonthwest Pacific sir units in comnection with the oro-
cosed Marshell Islend offensive, On 22 June, however, Assistent Chief
of Air Staff, Plans informed MacArthur's headnuarters that the »lan in.
volved the use of r hervy ani / medium bomber zroun ln addibion to the
pavel air forces remorted aveilable, YacArthur was reminded of the
effect that Centrs) Pacific omerstions would have in diverting enemy
2ir atrength, and was resuested to express his views 28 to the effect
on air overatlons in the South and Sounthwest Paclflc if the two grouns
were withdrewn from elther of these therters.

MacArthur' = renly wes clesr ¢nd exdliclt, end concurred in by

General Harmon of the South Pacific. The camnai.gn ag - inst Rabaul
o - '1\
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should be the maln effort; troome snd equinment for opsrations under

. consideration in Vashington should be drawn from rear areas; the nature
of operations in the South and Sputhwest Pacific demanded more than

. "alr puperiority” renwiring in fact "air supremacym; and while a heevy
and £ medlum hombardment grouvp might not represent apnreciable air
strength in other theaters, in the Southwest Faclfic 1t represented
one=-third of the keavy bombardment znd one=half of existing or one~
third the nrojected strength in mediums, The withdrawal of the two
groups would cause ¢ collapse of the projected offensives, ’

. I% was indeed true that offensive moves slong the cozst of New
Guinea had Deen deloyed by the lack of pufficient zir strenzth to pere
form all the trsizg s2llotted %o the Fifth Air Forece, By Mey sn enrly
imnrovement in the situation was exnected, since tws of the rdditional
wite allotted to the Southwest Pacific by the Joint Chlefs of Steff,
the 345th Baubardment Group (M) and the 330th Bombardment Grown (H),
waore already on the way, and cther units were scheduled for emrly
‘shipment, Operctions, Commitments, and Requiremengziecommended to

. OPD in April thet two night fighter sguadrons be shipped in August and

October and cne and one-half trosp earrier grouns in June pius another
in the third guarter, and that three fighter groups be sdded in May,
July, and October, the second of these t2 be activated in the theater.
The JOS5 hed also vromised Gencrel Nevzcy 3o light borberdunent groups,
tut COGR informed CFD that nore would be aveilable in 1943, 10
Shortly after this memo wes circuleted in the Wer Depariment,

Kenrey 1isted for CPD %ke units ucon which he based his futire plans,
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These corresponded in gemerel with the recomaendationg of CC&R, The

. prinelipal dlfferences concerned the fighter veinforcements. CC&R
listed & £#-47 group (the 3d8tL) for ¥ey shivment, a F-4CN group (the
o 475%h) o e activated in ke trer fer ia July, end a F-33 group %o be
comtd tted in Cotobeor, Kemney was plenning on 2 groun of P=47's to be
shizped in May, snother in June, rnd # P-Z8 group to leave the Unlied
Statee in Aveust, Ve crphesized the meed for P-38's es thelr rnuge and
two engines, sg comforiing on long, overwnter flights, mede that tyme
nerticularly sulsable 4+ the Southwert Pacifie. He asserited on the
. pther herd tlst the P-47, nrobe=tly a good fishter "in spite of some of
the adverse commients fronm Baglend,” did not have s sneedyenough rate of
clinb %o intercont o Zero, with lesg thom 2 half-bour's wernirg, 1
Confuglon continuved for 2 time 2y to the tyne of aiveraft to be
wrovided with the fire% two reinforcing fightsr groups. Kenney was
eatkorized enrlv in Moy %o scetivetc o Fighter group to be esuipped by
tke third quarter with P-40k siversft. This disturbed Keuney as he hed
expectad + P47 grouwn, He polnted out, 1n a message of 6 YVay, that the
. Jeverese had sore 250 Tighters and 150 btoabers wlithdn rengs of Port
Horeeby, snd that, wlth less then 200 figkters in the combet syusdrons,
his fighter gituetion wre eritiesl, He emphmgized, furthermore, that
the suscess of vlsnned operetions desended on the zrrivel of pew and
efficlent »ir unite, Generel Narrhsll rewlied on the same d.y that a
. P~47 gzrouv khad been released following an ergire afdjustient, snd on tre
folloving dny CULR padioed sdditlonel detnils, There were still certain

onerstlonal Jifticwlitles, such o~ nigton and ignition fellures, notentind

® T e CO;‘E:”!:“”‘—‘“'TW

- -‘l‘,,‘_

GRS RIEOR] ARTIGH

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

|
w

AN o
G RESTRIETSD

fire hezerds, ond redio nolses, but Ped? flghiers for the 48th Group
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. were to be made comnletely operstionsl and ready for shinment by 12 Jume,
Flight and ground echelons were to denert ss originally s cheduled eerly
. in Fay. In additlen, Xenney was autkorized to activate the 475th Fighter
Crowo (TR) in the thester, and wes assured that P-38's would be avalleble
for tiig group in June, 12
These ascurences did not mesn thet the two fighter groups could be
used in combei by the detes indlcnted. Kenney wrote to Genersl Arnold
late in Juns thet "the P-33's are ezpected to stert srriving eny minute
. now znd I think I wil) meet the bost with & bend to welcome them.' By
Z July 79 P-38'g snd £E9 P=47's, and a month later 36 additionel P28V g
arnd 56 more P~47's, had arrived. The nerscmnel of the 348th Group
ronched Australiz on 14 June, end waited in Brisbane a month for their
sirversft. A month leter, the first P-47%s landed on a Powt Moresby
field, and wlthin 10 deys three squedrons with 86 alrcraft led by L.
@o1, Teol E. Kearby, group ccmrender, bad made the 1,200-mile flight
from Brisbene., Only two were dsmeged en route, For = time the 49%h
. Group wes to remsin et Port Moresby, where alrcraft warning units were
giving "elzost an hour's werning! of eneny attacks. As Kenney seids
"o metter what objectlons there are to the P-47, it has eight guans sad
is frgter then the Zero st ~ny altitude eo I will use 1t and gladly teke
ell T con get." i3
. The 475th Groun, the fifst 211-P-23 group to sce action In the
Southwest Pacific, wes not revdy for combet until the middle of August.

It hed been activeted by the 'ﬁ‘ifth Alr Force on_ 14 Msy, but preblems of
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perponnel and equioment cemsed delay, On 17 June, the firat of a con~
tingent frow Yew Svines, "shivering in the winter chill of Aasgtralis,t
reported to Anberly Field as cedre perscnnel for the new orgrnization,
Within three vecks "fillers” hod errived from the United States, as
well s additionsl vetersns from the forwsrd srems, '"Inevitable red
tepe' clogged the sup~ly cheumels, btut by the end of July, it wee an-
nounced that t:e group, comuonded Ly Lt., Col, George W. FPrentice, former
39th Squedron commander, would move to Dobtodura. Adequate sun-lles were
sumnosedly a% the caumn slte, but an advenced detril radioed back that
1ittle in tke wey of screening, burlap, cement, luwber, and niping vas
ttere. lNesnwhile, P=-38'g were srriving from the Eegle Farm assembly
1ine at Brighbrne, snd ground erews were rezdying them for cormbat, a
routine which wos unset by tke tronefer of 33 of the wlanes to V Fighter
Comzand. Yovement orders vere confusing during the next few weeks. The
ground echelon rerched Dotedurs by water on 14 August, Butb the flying
echelons of the 4311?512?11%;119 were held st Port Moresby, and after a
puxber of P-@Z8's of the 4374 Sovedron had flown = conbat mission from
Tobadura on 15 Avgust, thet unlt ton wes transferred back to Moresby.
Three deys later, however, it again joined the First Alr Task Force at
Dobedura, 14

Kenney expected 1n Mey that he would receive enother P-38 group
in the £211l. As eerly ag 29 June, however, he wes informed that the
58th Fighter Groun with P-47's wes to be substltuted for the P-I8-
equinred B5th Sroup scheduled to arrive in October. Nevertheless , 2

week later Fenney urgenw‘ly rqanestcd. -the latter. tyne seying that
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ihe P28 1c the only fightsr czoeble of offenmive nstion or useful
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for corvoy of trosr cerrier or dry bombardment onerrtiong in this
therter, At this time, hovever, bls request wes refused on the
pround thet P-B2%g werr teirg dlverted for medifiention to the BB
nkoto wlene, a tvove in grect demené in Yoversesme theatera.! Xenney
renecrted his ples on 31 August esiting for tvin-engine fighters not
ordly to esuin the next groum a2lloested to hig air force but to re-equip
two squadrens of the 492%h groun. Agein his raguest was refused, this
time hecanee of diffienlties and dsleys in nroduction which wonld not
porsit sny charze in thke "presently planned flow to your thester.®

In spite of Henneyls incbility to obteir the moot desivadle tyse
of olene, his offensive fighier strength was to Be rore then doubled
Ty tre f£r1)l of 1943, By that time, o0, bomkerdment strensgth wes to
Te substeatielly ineressed. The 250th Group, bosed in the Northern
Territory wae to take over he~vy-bimber overrtions egainst enemy bases
in tte Tetherlends Eest Irndles by the middle of July, The 345tk, a
mediunm groun, would rlso Te flxizng combst nissions fro. Ford Moresby
ty thet time, znd Genersl Aynold had icformed Xemney in May that suf-
fielent B-25's to bring tre 38th Group un to strength were en route.
Tws sourdronz of the Letter ~raun, the nevly netivated 821st and 8224,
were ot that tize lreking both versonnel and eruirment, and net until
the f2l1l were airersft sssimmed., In the mesntime their wnersonnel were
engoged during the suwmner either in trairing or In flydn. rissions
vhile sttacked to otler sauadrons, 16

Trere wes no auertion as to thz need for B-256ts in the Southwest

Preifie, There was, hohever, some diceussion ss to tre type of thet
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Kenrey Led decided that apnroxizetely

70 ner eent were to be strafere,

nodified 4n Ke own =ir denots, and

in June he wee debeting the velue of the nev B-25G enulpned with a
PEwrie gun in the nose. Sinee it knd not been fested in the Southwest
Preific, ne tentativelyr daclded to try seversl of them in the new
#2748 saurdron of the Z°th Grour, OCE&R hod plenned to send 63 of the
nlanes to Kenney, wore thkan ecough for ¢ne smmedroxn; so tkey sugeested
tkat ke aecept thet number, end wodify tke planes if unsttiafzotory
for Yew Guinox operstions. 162
during this grme meriod, rnother decislion #e to the type of B-20
for future deliverr hed 33 be nede., In July, the D-206F and B-25J were
vrojected for early dlspatch to the thezters, =znd it was nlanned to
exckenge theme new modelsg for the Cls znd D¥a already in combrt
Yenney sgreed only in wart with this su.prestion. He hed no desire to
subgtitute naw models for those rlrendy nroved zstlsfezctory, but he was
willing to accent them a3 norrel renlscements, the B~25H for his strefers
snd the J for his medlum altitude horbers., The armament of the Bw-25H,
scoording to aan early announcement, was t3 include the 7H-mm., gun and
four E0w-erl, meehine sune in the nose, four fixed ,60'g in blisters,
together with an upser turret, two flexidle weist guns, ané twin flexi-
ble tsil guns, By Senterber, however, the desigm wes changed, Two
tlister suns on the left gide of the fuselsae were elimin-t2d to mske
roon: for = crbin hester, =n3 Ferney waz inforued tha* provisions for
z go=pilot hed been removed. 17

Generel Kenney dlssnoroved of both of these chanpes. He informed

Genersl Arnold tirat bis strefinge wlsues, whieh rerely reacked 1,000 feet
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8ld rot reguire r c¢ebin heater nnd 444 require the nther two mrchine
. guns, Yo was evcn more ermhalic about the lack of nrovision for a
co-nilot, poinking cut that in an etteck while the wilet flew the
. planes and fired tre gung, the co-rilot was necescery to open and
close the bori_;'bay deors, relemse the bowbs, znd overnte the ceuerss,
Moreover the safety fnetor too, he argued, demanded the extra wilet.
Fiying at trectou height, the nilet could essily be killed by a stray
tallet, If o co-pllet were 2zt his controls, he conld impedintely take
over, Otherwigce the plane wouls be lost, znd the crew kllled. 18
. The nroblem af rlloertions wes if soything more difficult with
resmect t0 1light-tormber reinforeements, Thie auestion hed bDeen under
dlsoussion zirce Cerersl Xenney's visit to the United 3tates, shortly
after tte Bismarck Sea sction in Merch, Fe continued to faver more
A~20%s, but o numbder of facters nrevented his receiving any. Fro-
dvetion Led not rercked the nurbers snticiwnted, snd the demands of
other ther.ters, varticulsrly "the necessity of having sll A-20 sir-
greft destined for Buselr unfler Lend-Lease sut of the country by June
. F0th," delnyad deliveries, 12 With certsin definite reservations
Ganersl NacArthur avaroved War Densritment suggestlonsg thet would maine
tain the 34 Group with modifled Be25's until 4-20'z became av:zilable,
thrt would disnatch 1 fighter-bomber grows egquipoed with FedON'g in
September, tud thet would f111 kis fourth querter 2llocation with an
. 4~20 grovy in Jonusry 1044, He urged, however, that the P40 group
arrive in July, thet he recelve cn allotment of 80 zdditionel B=25's,

srnd that the J=2D ornum gehednled For Jenunry delivery be renlaced by
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n B=f5 group in October. Witkin o week, ach thur, proberly inspired
. by Kenney, remezted these reguests, seying that present nlans for the
New CGuines ercemairen eslled for the aveilnbility of one 1lcsht bomber
. group by July, snother in tke third querter, end e third in the fourth
gquarter. The wWar Department mpdified each of these suggestions, In
July Kesney was assured that the Z1Pth Bombordment Group (D), eguip-
ped with P-40%g, would denert for the Southwest Prcific in Septenber,
rnd tkat zn A=-20 group, the 402th, wonld deprxrt in Decenher,
These allocotions of new units together with the prospect of the
. 224 Bomberdrent Grovels retnrn to duty meant thot the offensive strength
of tle booher unity as well es the fighter units wes %o be doubled be-
fore the end of the year. Flens for sdditicnsl troon carrler units
were even more promising, JCS5 allocntions amounted to en sdditionsel
two end one-half prouns, The first of these units to arrive wes the
276th, The air echelons of the four squedrons landed on Port Moresby
dromeg during the first week in July, aspperently mach to the surprise
of local wersonnel since 1ittle or nothing had been done to prepave
. for thelr erriva). Zut the new Ilyers were soon atieched to veleran
troop cerrier units for orientation, and withkin s month the zroun had
moved to Dobodurs to operste with the Firgt Alr Tesk Force. At sghout
the szme time, tke 65th and 67th Troop Carrier Squzdrons reached New
Guinea, Dut the hezdosusrbers together with the other twe souadrong of
. tha 4033 Groun went tn the South Pacific., Thus enly one more group
wrs scheduled for the Fifth Alr Force durins 1048, and Xenney wea

informed late in July that the 4733 with 52 C~47%s would depart within
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e month, By Septerber, the B4th Troow Carrier Wing w!s responsible
. for both operriions #nd adninisfretion of 10 sousdrons statloned st
Poart Moresby, vhile the Z75th Group, althoush asgigned tn the wing
. for sdmiristrative control, wrs omernting with the Firat Alr Trsk

FOrcet 21

The grrivel of th;:zvnits. flshter, bonmber, =ud troop cerrier, was
¢ decisive fretor iy the scheduling of operrtions for ithe sunner and
fall of 1242, Ag Kemney vrote on 22 June! "If =ny more delnys ogeur
in the arrivels of zircraft or nersomnel out here, we moy a2s vell start

. our nlaming 211 over seein, ms tinminge will be £11 wrong s#nd Jom refc-
tiong end moverente in tre mesntise vill cnumletely change the nicture
On peper the virtusl doubling of the coubst unites in the Fifth Adr
Forece seered to rvromise re much ag could be evnected, But even the
aotual zrrivel of unites zllncnted By thke Joint Chlefg of Steff did not
settle # eontinucusiy bothersome nroblem of atirition and revliacement
in Both versonrel snd crevs, 22
In trying tn ssiisfy the freonent reouests of Gener=l Kenney for
. rllowance of higker rates of ~itrition end » l=vrger nuxber of reserve
sirersTt, the Ver Denertment hed tlke thenidess jdob of tryinzg to badance
the reeds of werny dlfferent theaters, At thiz Ure meny sir uniis in
6l combet erecs were still ozerstinz at reduced ’L‘/O strength in both
girersft rnd crews, The genercl nolicy as exnressed on £ June was to
. bring these units to full T/0 sirencsth orly after rirplenes and combat

crevs were ovrilshle "in auldoble numbers to usn zand sustain all unlts

of tke currcnt Army Air Forces proeram at reduced T/0 strength,® For
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sctive tresters, 1t e wlonned % orovicde reslreement personnel us fo
1Z yner gent ¢ oonth of redueed T/C strength. Tris .ollcer depended o
game extent, bowever, unon priorities, mnd by August 1847, the United
Kirutox keld tos mriority, wa tlexlarly In keavy borbrrditent personnel
ond ai=erstt, snd the F1©4h end the Trelfth 4ir Forees followed in tiat
arder, 8o for ~a the @ ceific scrhedule for the FIStr Alr Force we
eoaeerned, COSR inforuned Jsrersl Ienner on 7 June of the following ob-
Jectives for cobrt airversvtt fws he-vv o b zrouns o have vrplé strength
of 48, = third &» have + mnit strencth nf B0, and 511 %o have a2 50 per
pent rererve; uedium, Vight, and fishter borb-rduent grouns to have 2
unit strengil of 37 ad o 60 mer et reservy; I, rber grouns to heve 3
urit strongth of 75 with s BO wer cent reserve; nleht fichter syuedrons,
g tnit sgtreroth of 12 with ¢ 55 ver eent ressrve; rnd troop corrier
hedid
grouns, 32 plus ¢ 15 per cent roserve.
Tre atteant o vt2ild wn the henvy B2 Ber rsrouns to their sllotted
strength nroved to be z sartiealerls extszer %ing ons, Ca 7 lry Genersl
Arinnld signed a nessras to Kemney wbich ~zmeuneed that Var Department
noliey peuitizd 2 totel of 187 hervy borbers in the Southwest Paecific,
roted trat ot the fiue there wrg & ghortage of 5, and prorised that
"thie defleit 1111 b mede ur rot later fhrn July 3,% Deringe Fay and
June, 41 B.Fdlg srrived, md 5 were lost., On O July rnotker rodls mes—
27 re sipmefd by Gener-l Arnold sit tel thet tke 65 B-24's belng vrepered
for ferryirg woulu brirg the heevr borber strength of the Fifth Air
- \ 24
Terpe to 187 by ancroxduntely 1F fupust,
Desar in disvetehing reinforeements introduced comrliestions.

Zenney polnted out k-t bl dl .-uwxe% . nev sitwmtion would exist., In the
L r"‘ - '
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firgt nleec it =muld te nacesssry %o entieipate two monthe! atirition
prior to ths srrivel of the nevw wlrmes; thie worlo miomnt to 26 Be24's,
Secondly, ke srgued thet in order to revlece logges =g they semyred,

173 rcditionr) strcraft for Jeptenter sttrition shewld be provided. And
finslly by Sentesber the B-17's ronaintz: ir the thester sulboble for
conbrt wonld e fever thonm 17, less thm enough for one squadron, #nd
therefore should be replresd by B-24fe, On 14 Tuly z ne: oescage with
Genersl Armnldls signature geve ags-unrsnce thel suifielent cireraft wouls
be "in nivcline” to neintein cn setual strength of 197 hecvy toerbers on
kend with evory considerstion ziven %o orniieineted losses, Eut oy

1 Adusust, vhen this pocl vis %o hrve been reached, ike dote hté been
oushed forvrrd to 15 Seoteuber, &

Genersl Zenney kod an equally &ifficult nroblem in bringing his
redivm &ad light boobardment units uo ty strensth, On 23 Jquly, for
examsle, he elsiued 2 sktortage of 115 mediwm bowbers, Onm 9 August, COSR
inforued hin thet his smthorirzed strength wos 273 E-250Ts and Dls and
42 B.2E@y, that tre shivment of A-20Ys bad been deleyed by englne trouble,
@ thet no mors then two monadrons of the 24 Group corld be equinved
vith B=25%'s =nd these witkout = 50 per ceat reserve, Five deoye later
Fenner replied that his totnl reruiremens, celculated on the basis of
four growws of 57 wlener & group and a 50 per cent reserve, wes 42 and
tket he ked only 21% on kend, OCC2R, in twrp, mwointed out that previous
figures hed not ineluded the ruwber of A-20%g either in the theater or
cllocsted, znd tkat eneeificrllv the medinum- end light-bowber flgures

included 773 B-25Ve on_hend, 55 en route, 2 nregrring for eerly dencrture,
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and 22 on order for Sevwienber, togs with 19 4.20's on hw_d., 3 en route,
. Bl wrenoring for d serture, sad 32 more on order for S~nisdber, Thisg
totzled 440 esircreft, cnd zecordinz to CUZR ghoold Tmoxe thon mect your
. resuirenent of 42,1 28
The seyamation drought r ovick rejoinder from Genersl Zermrey., He
vointed out thal, besed on comiimeatr mede by Heamdyusrbers AT, the
Fifth Air Tovee bzd obligeted itself tn tszedicsl action alreedy in nrogress
end vhich krd to contiave, Fo asgorted that n swaroxlmate avercge of
70 d=ys ocsurred botveen tke departure of o slrne fran Sen i"raneisco amd
. Hits effective uge in the comb: ¢ 2one," znd zove g8 on exaumle severzl
A=200%e whiek k=4 left Scn Frioneisco in lay, snd whiek on 27 lugast were
Hgtill in denots awsiting Tordh shackles tn render them snerstional.! At
this time, the Fifth &Lr Torees ecburlly Lad nn hand 281 nedivm nnd light
bo.bers, bUb Wren those under repudr or in denots for modlfie~tlon were
deducted there rentined only 6% 3-%5's, £ A-PDlg, and 9 2.26's, Some
egreement veg finally resched by 2 Septerber when Kenney wes assured thnt
the strength of 342 eirersft :»uld be meint-ined, rnd that the authorized
TBA plue 2 50 per cent regerve vould be delivared together vith sttrition
un 50 20 ner cent I necessary, 27
# detril of t-ls redlo exchemge well illustr. tes the miswmmderstend-
ings which ¢ould develop when intaregted hecCoumarters were 10,000 miles
enrrt, In bls messarge of 27 Augast, Generrl Kenney stated thet he was
@ not considerine the Aw20Alo rnd 4-20C's in celewlebing bie suthorized
strergth, Tuy dove leater, one sentence in o leone rewly slgned by

Gerersl A.nold rezd: "No reansor ic w*«arent T ke Aw203'g shoild not
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ﬂapg t{Ht\ his, =lso

lens ond detriled, concludsed vith Zkr sentenee: "Tor your inforcation,

e coneldoreld

3% will te necesarry to deliver 211 4-R0Av%a und Clg tn the RALF upon
srrival of A=?00s,. exp”  Tiis brouskt ths fellowinc ecovnent fron the
Comenéing Genernd, JAFy “For your irnforuztion 4-70C sircreft heve been
charged ceningt mesting strength of the 3rd Light Bonbsrdment Groun end
Ae"06%s cve not avellstle to replace these to be transferred.t

In 217 #wnes of beshorduent, therefors, Tenmey Lad Leen ungvecessful
ir obteinine cuthorired streng*h. Im this ressect, the V Fizhter Conmmand
yoe gonethot bebtor evulvred Frn the Berler Cowncsad, st lerst gso far oe
rurbers were concerned, TYor five crouus, Brig. Gen, Frul B. "hrtexith,
the fighter COn.zuder, hed in the thester OGE alrer £t at the end of
July end 522 st the 2rd of Sugnet. On vewer, thersfore, this amounted to
the #1lotted unit shrencth =lug & 52 wer cent reserve. These fichters,
however, included cmoroxlmntely 70 Pe30ls, W0 Pw4r0ls, 2nd 118 P-20%s,
pare thon wolf of which vere in the depats for overhaul, and of whlch few
csuld be demerded vwon for combat, On 4 July Jobn N, Gibson, r technical
revresents #ive of Bell Aireraft, reported $o Genersl Kepney tknt the
P32y rrf Fed00's mveraged evororimetely 300 hours of cowbet flying, that
they 11 necded & corvlete overhznl and renlreerernt of » cecessories, that
fnpevailine condditions rud £h~ lral of rew recessory replacements made
tre necessary ouverkeul frmracticrl,™ snd tret ner aiversft showld ther
fare mevlree them. & fev §-ye loter Psul T lieNamera of Curtlss Wright
rendered p zimler rouort racerding that the P-47's had "enywhere from

three to five Iundred aver:stionel boure on ther, which is eanlvalent to
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about two thousand normal operating hours." He added that all should
be pgiven a general depot overhaul and Yretired to the mainland where
they can be used for training vurroses or be held ready for emergency
defense squadrons."29
Kenney felt very strongly that the replacement policy of the War
Department was letting his air force down. As he wrote to General
Arnold, Wiith the possible exception of Chemnault, I do not believe
anyone else is fiying stuff as old and worn out as these youngsters
oub here are , . « Overy time T visit an outfit I have to listen to
the same old question: 'How much longer do we have to push these old
¢rocks around?'® FKenney added that he suppeosed he need not worry
since "“the newspapers back home' believe that ®Hitler. . . will throw
in the sponge this year," and that "the Nips are . . . out of boats
and airplanes and will be a pushover," His personal reactions he
expressed somewhab differently:B 0
I have never resd of any nation which was not hungry and [which]
still Thad] three hundred divisions ouitting cold bub maybe the
Germans are going to be di“"erent, maybe they will throw down
their arms and allow the mobs of Gzechs, Poles, Slavs, Belgians,
Jews and so on massacre bhe whole nations If T were a German T
would figure myself better off at war until my opponente got
tired enough to offer me aceceptable terms. Ls for the Wip, I
heve guit argwing bubt insist that this fighting out here will
keep us busy until 1948, In the meantiwe I would sure like
enough people and planes to pet the job done that soon.
To General Kenney, wio had an ecual interest in his "youngsters"
and in the materiel necessary for combat, the problem of rerlacement
personnel was of as greal importance as thalt of replacement aircraft.

In planning for his future needs, he estimated in June on the basis of

past experience that by the fall he would require 659 combat crew

I
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rarhers mor jentt,  This cstiinst ves bozed first en the belief that
Yevermne wto wots in thras hundred cocb~t kywrg ~hovld ve grat home,"
ord gecondly on los~ca, Fe rasumcd thot in his three heavy grouns
ssven ceows + ronth woulsd be kdlled or miseing, 12 would reach 200
eambet hours, end thre~ would be counted out Beevise of wounds, ale's
nesa, or vor weeviness before resching the El0-hour mari, This axcunted
%5 22 crews. In like memner he enleulzted 20 erews for four medium
ercung, 2nd 75 nllots for thres figbter or 53 for five fizhter groups.
Bines tkase fisuves zoresd aliast txnetly with renlsacenoais
celenlrtod on the bosis of 13 per cent of tke csilgn:d strength, they
were concarrad in b - the War D:joriment. o It soon develoged, however,
that trere vere severrl suestions concerning nergonnel which wevre not
smswered in thls sereement, On 14 June, n message ked been sent to all air
forces sH+tine that OTU nersonnel vlanned for new unlfs after July
would be diverted o reslecement crews only in order to bring crew
gtrensth to t ond 2 hrlf erera for ench he'vy end mediun bovber nnd
tvo erews Tor e-eh Lirslit tarbeor, fighier, »nd trensvert nlesne, AAF
commanders wera, therelnre, remected to reort inmedi- 421y the corew
reoulrenents neccaszry o rveosch $hig level, The wronlen was, however,
not suite mo oimmle as thie, There were limits to the number of
trrined rer<omel :v-1lsble, and there were sreci~l commitments %o
certrin sir foreces. These t'o frcts nroved irreconcilasle -dth the
aronos=l 5 furnish %o sni e helf crews esch for rll kervy rnd medium
bembers #nd t'o erews cooh for -1l other coxbr’ sirerafd, If this plan

were cirried onb, sciording to Senerel Arrold, no add tionsl cazhed
e e Pt
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nnits eauld be turned ont between 13 Augush 1943 r£ud Jonusry 167,
. aecordingly, r eckrrge in volicy szemed crlled for, "one of the .ost
gerious decisions that we heve had to wiie," saud Cenerel MArnold re—

. guested carefillv considersd recouwmendetinns for the reoslscezents

33
ihet ou rmast have on kand for esch tyoe of oo brt airuleneV

Kenney's ectizztes submitied on © July were not acceoteble 4o the
planners in the war Deperiment. Fis genersl reauirenents vere two
orcws per rirvlene in 811 tecetienl untés, includ’ng troey carrier, with
o minfmum of 15 wer cent a month renlomcenent, After counsidering the
. requests of the verious therters together vith estzblished commltments
rnd ariorities, Eenmey wos inforied that for the next year he would
recelve & replacement flow of no mere them 7 ner coat ¢ :wrsh for troon
carrier vnlts 2nd 15 ver cent r menth for other units, Furitibermore,
he was told tket any ineresse of co'ib~t crews iz sore thrn one cray
per sireraft ould have $5 be reconnlisbed bty using these sutherized
replecenents os no athers esuld be furnished,
Generrl Zenmey 614 mot sccent this deeision as finsl, EHe @14 not
. telieve thet he comld e rrw out his perd in the offensive zlrendyr getting
into high geuy without ¢ Jore gmnerous renlreamert volley, and he Leged
further ergmnomts on the theory that the Yer Dennriment did not compre-
kend ris marticul~r nrodlen, So frr as oumlity of reclacements wes
esncerned, he wre srdliafiad, In fret he recnrted to General &runld that
. Hthe Z45th Mediuvm Grovs" amd the 475th Tighter Groun were the best he
had seen, Dut he declered *het if the re-lacement mrogram es set up by

tre Ay Steif vero corried mzt, "1..om son'ie" - -He-laglsted that the
\v_../’_‘\-.._____
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15 mer eent renlreenent flov 1ith only cae crew mer covbet alrereft

woe not sufficlent for re-vy bo-ders, rmd that it wvold vz 78 inade-
auste Tar nelinm bosbers as goon As his service commaond bed incersceed

thoir fuel ea~ceity cnd their loas-es began fo epnreasch that of the

hesvies, %

Fo vos werticulerly embrtic zbout the need for addltional troop
porriap oreva., The trongnorts were flying slwost consfontly with little
regt excent wien unususlly bad wecther groanded the wlanes, The F17%h
Troon Csrricr Group, for exrumle, carrled 4,3% tona of sun lies in
June =nd flew 1,283,121 niles, Its sirplencs, including those in and
out of commisalon, sverered 182 flyine hours in June, 2ud its vilots,
including squadron comnanders nnd oserations officers (all 121 nilots
pasigned in sther wirds), averzged 130 hours for that month, ¥ omney
agsured the Vor Deporiment thet the situstlon demended 74 afiditlonad
wilots and 37 r:dlo cpereiors immediately snd for emphasis wrote tke
followingl w7

In the case of troop cnrriers, I figure I can get five
rundred hours of Mev Giines operction okt of theun, It is
peleing 2 lot, for the figures sbow that between weather and

Tips 2 men livea longer in ¢ P-3S than be does in » (w47
flving the troon carrier suosly runs in New Guines, These
¥ds zet » hundred bours # month, so thot if I raploce then
at the five hmdred hour merk I will need tweaby meccent ver
wonth for that rensan slope, insterd of the geven and one r=1T
percent your steff hss promised me. The replocement rite ver
morth for trocp earriera skauld be twenty five ver cent. The
troon cerrier group woriking betieen Austrelin and Jew Guinea
is aversging over one hundred hours mer conth ver crew, The
greet nrrt of their heml is over the 750 mile over water hep
fror Towneville to Doresby on schedvle - which they keep
repcrdlese of wezther. I donlt Jmov bov much of the grid they
ean toke Tut with ¢ reslacsment rete of seven prd ome helf
percent I connot think of pending then home before fifteen
Imndred hours.
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C&R informed the chief of the Adr Stoif
furaish sufficient rewlocoment crews
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the errly moanthe of TOAF g ibie g beeszing log of ¢ arobles in
. #ro ths: tov, Put the reed for evionslve undifier fian Fnd lrorevis tion
of tke 1xigricl ‘v ¢ nrek e .o g2t iz ey er o- 1N Y J been
. durins the nrevie:s serirs, Cne of the gt In orisnt teshks of the

Service Oarmoad, for exqmmle, contirued t3 be the wiifiestion of the
220,

It w1l Ge recolled th-t Gen=val Iearey was L-sing ruch of his of-
feasive nleraing unon the {er &lixesr of lov=level hombing supsried by
over: heloine forird fire spver. Indeed he wer 0 cowvinced »f the

. suneriority of thnt tyoe of astrck tret ke wos rether oritic 1 of other

tre ter comrnaders ko di€ not eloy 1t. Tor exrumle he ssll of certalcn

29
oper: tlong in the Turene n thenterst

Cne lrab argiment sboat atirox evlection emd I will quld,
If Irels B, %6!'s were lost by round fire 1% vas beckuse e
Tloloted the ¥ sle wricelnle of ohteels oo cmst have lots
of Torurrd fire uover to tent down the gnemy zroand fire in
orcer %3 et in clase emyuch tr &0 your Ttomblungy 1€ Togey Led
to skove Mg B,23'c un to 8,800 ferd 1% ¢ o becruse ke diC not
heve ths elght foryrrd fifty eslibre -1rirg: Jung ket I have
whlch are wroviry sufficlent to silevce the whole snilrirer: il
dect man installietion of » Jny degtveyer or lioht eriicsr so
. rorpughly trot v Yevr et o lage o B,.25 eldpg out e surfece
verrel, Of ecurze you met eaver theoge lov sltitude hoys with
vom' fignters 8o thet ther enm work, Teking trem wo %0 6,850
foot woraly uelos tf.r n cope walner:tle fo hoyatile fighters
wEich ean woarls at irem from uaderasr th rs 1oll as frc atave,
Trlzss Tonkers rre w.ime‘ ~3th & 3nse of forwerd Sizvin: cung
tkey do nné telong in thie aininum =l4itade gtuff where trere is
snrfren £1rs £ bz encrunberod, This Jib iz en otteck job done Ty
sneel:dly eoud med f,t';acl' nlanes Filovn b werconnel vio ere trgined
in attook wort anf wro avstebly would not hn ~raptky 2 damh % hlch
or even mediun rltituuen. The sigfhtio iz ailla Pﬁut tre trve of
. to. b iz Glffereat, tre tretics sys differeant rnt there is ¢ per-
pebeel mission of this ldnd swnitins the zitrek commender. In
snite nf the fret tkct trey heve not macked ennuzh smng Torvard,
the Tussians Fove done wretty well st this bype of operatl-on and
the rdvinee from Egmmt 4o Tunieln 16 full of exrmles. Hast
kedi bt tombing hag turned out protiy ,.ell too, go that I would not
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guy thet there ig no auek animal ss Attecl Avietion. The low
gltltude strefing. toaresch, followed by~ the nsrochule fragmente-
. tion bowb or the delar froze teowb, in standsrd wrsebice here for
three sraone of B.257s and A.00s, The L4 AT, ond the nteh
ere follovin - rlong md whethber you like tke work or mot 1 have
gn ghtoel nabfit vhich is aclkdng the spjorlty of the headline

180

aaterizl for this tieater,

Kennoy plenned o kuve at lesst 70 ner cent of his mediun bomberd-
ment strength eaulpoed with the rodifled B-25. Suck = nrogras kent the
ie-ots busy. Laring Julw, dugust, end Jentcmber, for examnle, the desotb
st Townsville ndded the eipht forvarl-firir: mchine muns to 172 Bw2LC's
and D's, The srrivel of the first B850 alrereft in July presented new

. difficulties., Accordins t) an errly announcement, rersrding thls plexe,
1t ws to keve tvn JDhaerl, mechine cung ond p Yh-un. cznnon in the vose,
four blister ,E0Vs firing forwrrd, tve ,50-pal, welst guns, "nd & 50.c2l,
tzi) gip,  SMea LY arrived, tovever, it &34 net have the four bligter
song, rnd sk lscked the forvrrd fire vwower vhich Xemnoy consldrred es-
mentisl for lowlevcl ekicel, 0

It wug, however, ziven rn imvadiste triol, Cn 17 July Colorel Guua,
the nodlfle: tlon exnerd, Gelivered the vleae o the V Bowber Couucsnd,

. tod for tre reomzinder of the month, frirl oissiony wers flown vith pllots
of the Z4 ond 22th Srouvsz.  Atizers weremile on snti=irereft vogitions,
Jrrnanese b.rges, =od other sklo-inz with considerrble success, In one
of trese, shots from the ceniron silenced 211 cautiatireraft fire from the
stern end aft of the bridge ol 2 lzrge destroyer. The acouracy of the

. ccaron nplezeed Gurnm, but ke £t once had sny mumbe~ of ifers 25 to how
the nlrne could be modified, Je o riiculerly reo mmendsd thnt four ad-
Gltienel for ~ré-firing = chine -mng be nti-ched, A crenge whick he feld

. 41
veuld rerult in "one of tle ~wet destructive-wezcgns used in cordeta”
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wis in the lste swer and errly fell, tke Service Commend o i-
Q tumted £ nweber of mofificotiong, In the first olroe, necRage guns
were ingt 1led £3)loving Gunrls rocom-ends tieng, itk the arrauent
| . glre-dor in ke nose, 1% ons nocessary bo o uwrindaln erover Rilance oy
attreking the nev ;ame ot strtions even with the hewd bov, This modie
fie=tion wre mnencecezsful, After 300 to 400 rsunde had besn fired,
Uthe glin beg v 3o rinnle ond tesr loocsc at the baublep, the lerding
edze of the virng erreked hetveon necelles sud fuseleaze, the bl-st es
effectlns the rdjresant wriznr atructure, snd the srell e¢jlecior chutes
. were toe skort, erugirg the eraty shells o Jsu, ¢ 42
Ingineers oFf the &£th Al Dewnd ¢+ Totncville set 4o vork on olans
to remedy these T-ulte, samd ov Sentorder forther wndiflcation vare
urder w2y, line chznger were rerformed on ech sglde of the fugcloce
whick slmed at "teefingt the siructure ¢t eriticil oaintz, Thngle stif-
feners, fit¥ings, VP Chaanels, forners, and brockets were inst 1led on
vin - sections betveen nmeelles -nd fugelosz, wine insuectlion werelsz and
intaerd sides of the regelles,” Lhe work renuired the addition of 97
. genorete 1dem-, BP of viieh vere fobrie: ted ot Towvasville, Betveen 25
Jevtcmber and 8 Uotobver, the deuot trere tr nsforuned <8 2-253'g into
43
fungtiornslly seticfretoer sirereft.
Thia »wg onlw cne of mrpy wrojeotz o rformed by the Service Couwriond
on tomkredeat rlireveft in the svm-er ~nd £200 of 7943, Jeburlly the
. BaDEG vlth  the TS-mn. o-omon rever zrtiefied the tactiecisns of the

MY Alr Toree, bhut other devclowments more tkon fulfilled emectstions,

rnd eratinved 42 te crvried ont £ Tovasville, Fricstene, Sydney, and
. R S AL LI v
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Fort Noresbr. Tre nov et-ndrrd noge ingtellation of the E-R501 snd
i . I, the odific tlions increr sing the offensive ond defensive strength
of tre Z-ndh, snd the pttrchrment of A-20A verticsl :nd { regmentation
. bork rzeks in the A-200 ocemsicred the auery in the United States ap
lenst oncer "Why exnlt we do what Kenwney 1 doinz?? i
Among his other modlfice tlon mrojects, Fenney's interests stilil
tarned to the develowment of more derdlr mmitions, wartlcvlarly boxzbs,.
Tor rome tize (ot lemst since &oril), his englreers had been working on
¢ fuze which wealf detonate standerd bonbs ok certrin elevations ebove
. tke gvound, They hed exnevimented with the MI1Ll fuze sented in the
103 fuze bodr, srmarently o nodifiertion of the fuve used in the pare-
chute vhotosrrmhic flare, Eub regults were inconclusive., The bombe
exnloded anywhere from coritzet vith the ground to 2 thousand feet in the
gir. It wes thousty hovever, that tie solution had besn found in the
Fevy ITn, 32 AL foze, HKenney deseribed thig mg an "Influence fuze which
eruged an eatirirereft shell fo ermlode "magmetleslly sixty feet from
zn girplene or the ground or veter 1T LY misses an airplene,” Javy
. Departrent restrictions would not wermit loerl efforts to adant this fuze
for bombs, bat Nenwe— sboted thet ihlg ernerts wonld mske the sttempt If
Ferdouarters AAF could obéedn the relesse of those fuzez =lrerdy ln the
theater. In » letter to Geneorrl Arneld of 29 July he =djed thet he

understead the idem voz in £l wrodnetion,! 8o mlesge heve your ordnemce

. men get % om oocut fo ome ingterd of waitin~ until tke Arny gets throvgh
iavertins ¢ better ore," %5,.; - ‘ -
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Tenrer ir this czse seens b2 keve stuzbled ucon o firs*-cleas
. nrstery, “Athin r fey teurs of © radlecd revuest for inforzetion on
tha faze, the Wor Dogrrioent roolied, refusing t releese ray detalls,
. end gt ted b ot the fvres vere hi~-kly sceret rrl £t711 in sn evrerlentzl
g% e, 4 omonth loter, Keamew, lecrning indlrectly that the Jolnt Chiefs
of 3tafl wvere holéin: un the rolecce of the fuze, hazsrled tke uess that
the delny <wa owing i+ ¢ deslire %o neoumlrte = sufficlent rumber so that
ther could te reolerped v 11 therters ot ores, He odded: "It sounds as
trough gsomesne vintod th o sive Tongr OSnar tz end Ire Eslrer o el gooriing
ehrnce with me 30 thet I 1old nat pet cheed of them.” He wverned Generel
@
A=pol@, Farever, T rt WD my eollege professor dewn in Sydaeyr, whio is
worldine om the arebler, is rigshs in kls elsing,” te world soon heve rie
of kla mm erartle of tresiing w. ~irplrnes in rovelments: -nd Hilling
J-ws undesr %o esgcosul treas,

The sebisdl exslenaticn of ¢ seersey secins tzx heve besu for worve
slgaificcnt thea Femney ¥ed ss-uwued, W.e Jolat Chlefls of Stalf were
withl alddng fze mee of thc fuze exeent ia specinl  overwober nisslons

. whore thewe v 3 ne ehomee of resovery, Top Imer thas the (ernens vere
serfectin- ¢ ~rorl ity fuze, rnd ther exuld vigandize whei rocketz armsd
Aith such fipes could o o the lerge foructizns of Ziohbh snd Twelfth
adr Topes Lombors, Foeweds w3t tlue fazes hed drendy erested ennvrh
hovaog the exvechiui use ¢f roekst-propelled gildetonbs night creste
msres ond thke Joint Chiefs vewr dotermined h2% re clue sz by Agciein
. develen@entz would Te orovided to the Gerxrng, % lezot unbil i hbere
4%

eomld =gen ~1oav tle bo-bere 17 tho way to thelr otjectives,
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In 235 lon to sermiics Comand netivitlios in mekins boabors nore

affectlve, o¥loe service unitbs ond exnertr in desiga wers srestiag,
redairizg, -a2aifying, end odhermdss fanravirg both the fightors thot
ksl besn Ta the bherter Lo maay sonthe -nd dhoas that bhed jasot srrived,
Jrjer modifie klan wrojeste vere inltiated on the o0ld F-38 and F-40
alreraft, Cn ihe P-40's new Allieon, V-1710-81 enzines wers ingtslleds
znd inggseetlon nl-tes, wmudan leniin ~oo 7 g3indles, fuel lines zund fuel-
vent lineg guezg: other tlinee were madified, liomy of the Bell airersfl,
averoxlactely 37 olo P80y rud 0 F-470Ts, wore converssd inty ithe
relotively modera P70, Uev A)1lison engincy with a2 2.8 to L Blover and
s 7 ta L oawoneller v vave inghriled, Wi ,BNweorl, macghine suns wers
excarnacd for the Wi \TOV3 norzellss in ereh in , mdiine ¢ %00l of
alx LBMs pnd eltker ¢ 20~ or ¢ V- . eonnon,  In addition Ste Inatell-
ment of o FLTE: Aiv Forece leck-vrosf tronl! z-ve fron 156 o 70 zallons
tgore integrel fael cioneitr,M 3y the widdle of augnst this wrojcoet wes
well under 1o, end dd) in o ponthk henner Yol instituted ¢ sroduetion

Lige 2t S-dner whie™ revaried 01l sorre wings o rosolzee $hoge on sir-

hie]
sr=ft in tke anurdrens, ~

Perboms of even rory Lasordinee in inerersings the E’ff‘iCiPncj." of
the fighber eomwnd vra bthe develoouent of v belly beulr for tle P-47,
Eermr insisted th-t this airer st knd less rane thsnl the P=i0, 2nd thab
tue Yenzineer< Brek kome' weve developing wlanes with no "xore range

tren i needed to defend Tondon or o nske & fi-Lter swern scernss a

solution
dgitck no blere~ & en Chesrnerke %ry.? The obvioug/w ¢ t.e uss of z belly

o, Tone hrd recommonied tie P-47's vhen ther errived, Fowever, and
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it vag digeosvered thot ¢ 2 0wzrllon tanic ghouwn in the Meteriel
. dzta skeet kad besn abr ndoned becrmse of the teil huffeting whieh it
zruped, During the first reek in July, the Z7%h Depot Feonlr Sousdron
. ~b Tort Moresh vas (iven 3 ruzk job of designins ¢ ogultrile telly tenk
14 ¢ relighle relesee mectraign, The firgt ol=an weg to mwodify the
flz%, ovelweghroed, 11C0-z2lleox toxir used in P-33%s rnd P-40's, snd Eenney
requested that Patterson Field send kim 100 kitg t» mske tids nodification.
Tie kervice Com and ¢t Pottercon Field replied that demonds of oiher
theaters tn_ether with the reallties of wrgdaction vould se-mit mo uore
. Pren 10 Wids 42 be sent each vee™, ¢ rapte ~Mmich seemed ridlewlovs to
Yearey slnee 1t would wesn thet the J48th Sroup would pod have cufficient
49
broze b0 enbter ew:bot for tvn mombhe,
Yemnuhlle deots in Toth Pord oresby end Brlsbene were weridng on
the praject, Using $00ls mnd emilnoment on kend, *the 27th Desst Fepolr
Jruc dron wes workdne Sodhour deys 2cch eonristlas of threo Selour shifts,
vith gome of the nore skilled techniciang workirz fram 12 to 16 heurs,
foon ther wer attochine the :oilfied tanks nn F-47'g ot ke rote of
. sever 5 oy, ond gome thing over 107 wlones vers se equivned, Ey the
first of fugwsd, however, £ 2 Twgellon bellw tonlr had 'Eaeen desizned ot
Brigbene, sl Sests wroved thet it rwe fer supe-ior to the 1CD-gallon tonk
end others develowmed in the Tnited Stetes. Thie nodel, therefors, dbew
eome gstondrrd Sn 4he Soutbwest Peelfie, »nd the ©7th Hapeir Squadron
Deprn by ingtodl the new tend rether t'n e older Lodel, not a 4iffi-
|
ault ckrnse sines there were only ¢ fer differercer in the inzt-llment

o
of necessry  bosster mamme 2nd mbors,
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The zeoymidickments of the Seeviece Sonaond weres wrobelly s
1o art nt in oo'ting rogrille the frultion of %% -lrnning for the
Sruatrivest Peelfle offensives os thoge of the orews who wvere rotually
fl-ing the nloncr lnt~ cofvt, Ir solde of thr lerge reinforcenents
thich were srrlivine bv tle swmmes of 1040, AUVCK zrxd the sir tosk
forees «luly esuld not knve zezo mlishad thelr job withoub the
frellities nrovided by service units rnd dermobs, Generel Arncld come
uented In reg-rd to the develonment of the belly trmks: P, . . there
is no verssn in $ad's vorld why Geagersl Kenney shouls have o develop
his owm belly branizx, If he e n develorn one owver there in tro months,
we should cerfeinly be sble to drvelos one kere in the Unibed ut-tes
in one mentk." 81 Tre foct renrined thot Kemner's orzaniration did
devalon tnd nrodyce cert in items of ennluvient mowve wajidly then it
eould Te dsme in the United Sirteog vhere the demonds of every theater
kad t9 te consldered, Some of tkese 1tews were even belng smlied
to the Thirteenth Air Foree, ~nd in July tke "for Jey riment rug-ested
that the Tifth A3v Yorez Serviee Comaend rwrovide fourth eehelon maine
$encnee ilncludine ersine overhrul for the Thirteenth, The eugzestion
nrecresved 25 frr P8 conferenc. g betrern mersonnel of both 4r fovces
vhere 1% vrg dlegsrded owing to the lsck of wster tr nghort tion fz-
eili+tiew hetresn the tws theoterr, NMaghirtlar, rowevrsr, mads the folw
loving reesmcendetionss that the sracent conper: *lon betve~n the two
£#ir forees conbtlnue, thet the Tifth Alv Torce lend eve-yr glé by sup-
olyive Avsir:lien fedricr ted merts snd squlnuent to the Thirteenth

4y Frree, tlei the Thiptceath eortiaue the exlsting svetem of sun ly

nreocedures, sad thet nrveeent eagine overk ol feeilities be retrined until

the twa rir forces conld te uore eloaely merged, 52
S R CONEInrs: o
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Chapter VII
LAUNCHING THE OFFENSIVE, JUNE.AUGUST

The period from Mey through September 1943 witinessed not only
the tuilding wo of the Fifth Alr Force 1n men and naterl~l but =lso
offensive oper~tlons on 2 larger scale thon any yet undericken by
the Allled forces in either the South or the Southwest Pacific theaters,
The reduction of Rabaul remained the nliimate zorl of the forces operat-
ing both from New Guinea and the Solomona., The immediate objective was
to bring the Fifth and Thirteenih Air Forces into position for the
culnination of the cemnalegn sgeinat thet enemy-held atronghold, And so
while the forces of the South Pazcifie headed up from the lower Solomons
through Wew Georgle toword Bougeinville, those of the Somthwest Pacifice,
uging well-agtablighed bases st Port Moreshby, liilne Bay, Goodenough
Isiend, and Dobodura, had secured the Morobe mres and wers preparing to
establish themselves on the Huon Peninsul: '3 2 necessary preliminary
to moves nzainst New Ireland and I'ew Britain. L While the real of-
fensive got under wsy during the summer of 1943, therefore, the Allied
Alr Torces siruck with incrersing freouency st targets slong the northe
ern New Guinea coast from Lae to Wewak, and alons the southern New
Britain coast from Gesmets sround Cape Gloucester to Talasez, In
evidence of a high concenfrstion of effort, it may be noted $hat though
elr overations in genersl were ramidly increased throush th;.s neriod,
heavy a$tocks agringt such formerly favored targets ss Habaul, Kavieng,

and the Solonons were few and far betwaeen,

\*__‘M" —"_‘M S ",ﬂ—"
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Rebavl nevertheless wes not entirely omitted from the list of
. objectives, B-17's =nd B-24's on reconnsissance paid periodic visits
nod only to Rabaul but to Xavieng op well, Xven the heovy bombers,
. however, concentrsted almost entirely uom the sea lenes lezding directly
to the Huon Gulf, to Hensa Bay, or to Wewak, F-4's snd F-5%s of the
Sth FPhoto Squadron were perhsns more active than the bombers in record-
ing activity in harbora =nd on airfields of New Britain, New Irsland,
and the uvner Solomona, but vhoto-~mepoing was hampered greztly by
weather which the camers eye could not plerce, During June planeg of
. the 8th Photo Sguadron were over Lghaul on at least 25 different oe-
esslons, dut of the‘se migslons 12 were ahortive bhecause of moor weather
conditions, In July no nhotos wers token in seven flights; in August
three out of four missions were fruitlesa; and in September six out of
elzht, 2 To the uneooperative weather were sdded the hazards arising
from the Photo plane's lack of defense agzinst interception., In June
two of the squadron's mogt skillful flyers were shot down over Rabaul,
One of these, Capt. Arthur L. Post, who balled out of hig plane in the
. vicinity of Vide Bay on 20 June, wes rescued three nonths later. The
other, Lt, Kenneth J, Murphy, was less fortunate, He ecarried out six
reconnaissance nisgions over Rabeul, Buka, Madang, and the Malahang
ares during June, Owing to the shortage of trained pilota, he volun-
teered for more flights then would ordinarily have been necessary, and
. on 26 June, he failed to return from his last mission over Raboul, 8
During the four-month period under discussion, the heaviest con-

centration of bombing attecks fell in June, In that month heavy
. - W ~ .
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bombers struc at Vunekanau, lakunei, end Repopo on eizht different
. nights in formstions of three or xore vlanes, nerforming approximstely

60 B-17 rnd 62 B~24 sorties. +he mumber declined in July t» five at-

. tacks comorising 26 B~l7 and 46 B=24 sorties, while in August and
September only one misslon was carried out against Rabzul, that of 11
RAAR Catalinas on the night of B-4 September. *

It was impossible to evaluate mccurately the results ol these
miggions, The lack of serisl vhotogrephs mede 1% necesszry to depend
upon observations by bomber crews, snd these could not be exact, They

. ugually reported that their bombs, varying from four-lb, incendliary to
1,000-1b, genersl purpose bombs had hit the target ares and that large
fires and explosions had resulied. ° Al though weather conditlons were
probebly more disturdbing to the attecking Americen planes thea Japanese
interception, there seemed to be & grovwing coordination of enemy defenses.
Not only was there an obvious liaisétn between the slwoys annoying search-
1ights and entisireraft batteries, but enemy nlght fighters resembling
the twin-engine Dinash begen to put in sn spnesrance. The ineffective

. interception, however, ip demonstrated by the lack of air battles over
Rebeul, From June throupgh September no enemy aircraft wos shot down
over tkat target by Fifth Air Force planes, and of the five B-17's
and. two B-24%g lost none was definitely shot down in fighter attacks,
one wag listed as missing in action; one was shot down by antiaircreft

. fire; snd the remainder were listed es having been Lost from "other
conses, !

In the Northwestern Aren, of the Sonthwest Paciflc, meanvhile,

. wrepars tions were being ip de be g\tx:ike a,i'i yhak’s wag perhans the ost
7 -.":\__"""\__‘_,_. —‘—'m—-‘_;—-«-’
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imnrtant stratecic objective in the Southwest Paclfic area, Balikpapan
in Borneo. Until the lest of June, the 319th Squadron of the 90th
Group continued to fly missions out of the Tervin area inito the Hether-
1lends Eagt Indies, It had struck sharp blows at numerous points
including Ambon on the island of Amboina, XZoepang in Timor, and even
Makassar and Kendarl in Celebes, By the firat week in July, however, it
wag transferred to Werds Drome near Port Moresby where it Joined the
other comoonents of the sroup, The recently arri ved 380th Bombardment
Group (F) took its vwlace at Derwin, and the B-24's of this new orgeniza-
tion continued the omerztions aginst the enemy in the Netherlends East
Indies, ?

Sengational strikes were planned for this group., The Japanese
recelved what was perhsos & first worning of nevw penetrations into their
empire on 22 July, At cpoiroximately 0245, six B~24%'s of the 528th and
Headguarters Squadrons glided in over the mort of Soerasbaje sfter more
then o 1,200-mile flicht from Derwin, They senttored 646 mall incend
laries snd %6 x 500-1b, demolition bombs from an altitude of 10,500 feet,
After 14 hours of continuous flying 21l six nlanes safely returned to
base,

Dven longer mlssions, in terms of time elapsed at least, cccurred
aliost o month later, A% 1730 on 13 Augzust, 11 Bw24Vs, coarrying
69 x 500-1b., bombs, took off from Fenton and Maribullo fi~lds and headed
out across the Timor Ses through generally cloudy and turbulent weather
tovrrd Belikpepsn. One airereft uvez forced to turn back, and snother

failed to find the target, but between mid.nighh and. 0145, nine planes

o CONFIDENTIAL
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bombed their objectives, oil refineries, tonks, and harbor inst2llati~ns.

They drooped thelr bombs from ‘between 5,0"0 and 8,500 feet and cleimed
48 Ynigs.M  Agethe legt plone turned for the long flisht back to base,
two refinery arers rnd one medium-sized vesgel were mfire snd ssvan
large oll tenks were exploding. In just under 17 hours from the take-
off, eight of the nine circreft hed refurned; the ninth, short of fuel,
had crsrhelended btut £1l erew members were eafe, Lhe refineries hed
not been deabtroved, 8s two reconncigsance T4ty returning in daylight
two drys later noted, but 2 second wission carried out on 17 August hid
only at shinning tergets. #Agrin nine out of 11 B-pd'lyg startin:g resched
the terget, r~nd swept in for a low-level .attack. The bombsrdiers re-
leaged 500-1b, delayed-sction bombs ond watched them erash into at least
six ships, "destroying or setting on firel four of them,

These abtrclks on stretesic torgets were token relds rether then
part of » boumbing offensive, The sirornft baged at Darwin (Augtrelian
Besufighters, Fudsons, and Spitfires for the moat mart, together vith
Patch B=25'g ~nd Americen B~24'g) continued to maintein a vigll designed
to herass the enemy within range of their boumbers =nd to deny Torres
Strelt end other see routes to the enemy, The objectives, therefore,
were primerily tecticrl end the missions defensive. At thesame time
in the Norihesmstern Ares, the atir cks upon eny bmses which might con-
ceivebly be called strategic were subordinated to the olsrn for en
offensive designed to gecure sdvenced bases in forwsrd areas.

By the middle of June plene heéd been virtuslly completed for &

three-pronged advance toweré. the nrincipal ob;jective. Rebeul. These
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plene involved simultenecus landings by South Pacifiec Forces ot Rendove
in tkhe New Georgia group and 2% other points in the upper Solomons, and
by Southwest Pacific forces on Xiriwine and Woodlark islands snd at
¥asgsu Bay, 50 miles up the cosst from Norobe harbor in Nev Guinea.
South Pacific neval forces in addition to their part in the New Georgle
operation, were to reconnoitre an ares north of 1° north latitude 1in
order to detect enemy forces coming south from Truk and to perform a
similar funetion northeast of New Irelmnd snd Buke passsge and east of
155° ezt longltude. The Southwest Pacific air and see forces, Meelm
vhile, were to provide defensive reconnaissance over the Solomons and
Bismarck Sea sress west of the 1559 longitude line and southwest of New
Irelend snd Buka passage, snd were to supvort a gelzure of Woodlark and
Eirivina by sttescks on such targets of opoortunity as alrcraft and shi;ps.lo
On the New Guinee mainland, Allled land forces had worked out &
"maeber nlan,” Australisn troops of the 15th Brigade were to seize
Bobdubi Ridge, which dominated the Jepemese surply line to Mubo; American
troops, landing at Nagsson Beay were to push inland =nd 2long the coast
destroying the Japanese forces nesr Mubo in conjunction wlth the
Augtralisng and nushing those nesr Komlatum back to Salamaua, Mean
vhile outnosts further north snd in the interior, notebly at Bena Bens,
100 miles northwest of Lae, were to be built uo as intelligence centers
and %o attract the atiention of the enemy awsy from ectivitles at more

11
vitel Allied begses.

The Japanese, fully awere of motentiel Allled thrests, were con-

tinuing to strengthen their forces in Northemst New Guines, Shipping
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continuned %o flow into Wewak and Hanas Bey; berge traffic :.wved ascross
. Vitilaz Stralt from New Britein snd 2lonsz the New Golnes comst; end
ground. troops zraduslly moved into the Ramm River valley malking con-
. toct with Allied watrols workine out from the Fens Benz area lnevitshle,
The Japanese alae struck at Allied lend forces from the sir, Oro Bay,
Dovodure, Weu, =2nd ehove =11 Benz Bene were hit = number of times in June,
Severel of these relds were in some force, TFor example, the Bena Bena
srec wag pitacked by 27 medium bombers nnd 30 fighters on 15 Jure, by 6
boubers end 6 fishters and 18 bombers and 22 fighters on the following
. dsy, by 8 UYaircraft! two dsys leter, snd by an Yunkmown nusber® of planes
wrich dropped 49 borbe on 19 June. -2
Demage from these alr resids was negligible, but not alwsys becsuse
of Allied intercention, TFighters, vhich during June were concentrsiing
upon the escort of bombers =nd itrensports, =ede contact wilth enemy plenes
no more than three times during the month, Three enemy fighters were
festroyed in gcrambles in which 1 P-38 was lost. Many of the raids on
Benr Benr were not Intercepted, oroba%ly becruse no Allied fighters were
. b-ged there, snd attecks on other Begeg which did have fighter nrotection
were usuelly smell and carried out at night, These ralds did little
dempge but they were ¢ nuilsonce =t times, es vhen a performence of the
motion nicture Argenic and (14 Lace was interrupted at Iobodura on 12
Juns, 12
. Durin - June the nrincipal funetion of ithe bombers wes to soften wp

the enemy defenses in the Lee~Salamava area, ¥ven Wewalr, with 1ts four

alrdromes and recognized =s perhaps the most petentially dengerous base
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in ¥ew Gulnea, was hit on only three occasions. These attacks, on
[ ) 2, 4, £nd 7 June, consisted of 16 B-17 end 23 B-24 sorties, in which
all tyves of bouwbs from four-ld, incendiaries to 1,000-1b, general
. purvoge end including 170-1h, and 0=1lb, wire-wrapned "dalsy cutters®

were drowped., On 16 June, medium and light bombers began a ste-dy if
not an overvhelming wovnding of the LaewSalemava area, Yor the next
13 deys, RAAF Bogtons mede anproximately 37 sorties, A-20's 27, and
B-25'g 55, The Bostons in formations of from four to six planes paid
almoat dsily visits to the arer, Bu25fs and A-20's sweeping the tree-

. tops in minimum-al titude attacks dropred delayed-nction borbs on the
eirfields at Lae, Selamsua, and Malahang end stirafed buildings in the
villages and barges in hideouts along the coast. The heaviest of these
attacks occurred on 24 June when 17 B~25's hit Salamauwa snd on the 26th
when 20 B-25's struck at Iae and eight at Sslamaua, In this latter
attack, 120 x 100=1lb. wire-wrapned desisy cutters together with 104
clusters of three 23-1b, parafrogs were dropned, The planes then
airafed the airflelds through thiek smoke which arose from the bomb

. craters and & hell of antiaircreft fire thrown up by Japanese batterlies,
Visibility wes bad, but later intelligence indlcated that the runways
had been rendered at lemsat temmorarily unserviceable,

These gtrikes at the alrfields at Las and Salamave were only
prelimizary to other misslons desizgned to slmplify the Allled landings
now lmminent, Heconnalsgance and photo aircraft had surveyed Woodlark

. and Xiriwlna, Plans had been completed and Deday set for 30 June,
Actually little preliminary softening un of the designated landing
® CONFIDENTIAL
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benches wes necessary. On 29 June six B-25's hit enemy positions
gouth of Salamems, and the 85th Squadron msesttered 76 x 100-1b, hombs
in o Javanese carm south of Nassaun Bey. Meanwhile, 13 P«33's and 100
enlisted men of the 80th Fighter Sguadron had moved to Viviganl strip
on Goodenough Ialand to cover the invasion of Kiriwina and Woodlark,
But Allied troovs landed there without interference zand within a few
deys Army engineers snd Sesbees were converting the hard coral islends
into air bases wlthout having experiencoed either a lemd or an alr ate
teck, By © July the Allied strength on ¥iriwina was 5,200 men and on
Woodlark 1,300, Two weeks later General MacArthur could report that
his men had cleared ern air strip on Xiriwine, that on Woodlark 155's
were in ovositlon, and that 2 runwey would be ready for fighters by
23 duly, 15

The lending at Nassau Bay proved to be more difficult, The piine
eipzal organization involved was the MacKechnie Force which two monthe
before had secnred the Morobe harbor srez, Beginning on 26 June, this
force, consistiang nrincipslly of the legt Battellon of the 1624 Regiment,
moved by boat to a staging arer et Mageri Point, 15 miles northwest of
Morobe, snd thrae days later embarized for their deatination. The maneuver
hed not been particularly well planned., Landing craft were not essembled
until the day before ithe overation starited, and when the time came for
erbarkation only 28 LCV'g, 1 damerged LCY, 2 Japanege barges, and 3 PT
boats were to be found., Iilttle gnecific information, morecver, was
aveilable on the nature of the lending beach, which scems to indicate
noor liaigon somevhere in view of the large number of aerizl photographs

which had been taken of Ptber areag, Indeed Colonel MacKechnie had mede
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efforts %o secure sultable nhotogravhs as long us five weeks before
the lenéing, but with 1ittle success., COCne series of ohotos was recelved,
vut these covered only helf the landins beach srea; rotogravure photo-
graphs vere available but vers unsatisfactory; and ngvally there was
only one cony of any photograph so that the lower unit comuanders rarely
received aay., In the crse of Nasseu beach, sn Australian officer had
mede 2 cursory reconusissence of the landing ere2, and olens had to be
brged largely upon his reoort,

The troops embarked ab 1900 on 29 June, It was raining; the seas
vere rough with surf mt least 10 feet high; according to some natives
the vorst thet they hed ever seen. Eight or 10 boats never resched their
$nitial rendezvous snd were forced to turn bsek. An Austrslien patrol,
which was o mark the beseh, was late in arriving; consequently the boats
which were to land in threo waves beesme confused, end the first two
weves landed at the same time. Owlng to the surf, the PT boats which
comprised the third wave were unable to land at #11, nrobably not a
nigfortune since all eraft which 8id rerch the ghore, 17 or 18 LGV's and
1 LY, were destroyed by the high seas. Fortunately the 740 men aboard
the latter vessels landed with-ut loss of 1ife, but morters, radics, and
mich smmunition were lost, and no artillery and few entimireraft guns
eonld be brought to the ghore, 17

e situation on the besch vz naturally confused. Americrn troops
were sooh in contmct with the enemy but » number of fazctors were hinder-
ing their edvance. For one thing they had no artillery or ontisircraflt

protection; moreover sinece lititle or no provision had been made for the
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replacement of the losses in lending ereft, the arrivel of more sup-
plies was unecertrin. Conseguently, the lincKechnle force ferred to
venture too far from its defense cerimeter estsblished close to the
beach, In such elveumsi nees the deneer of air stteck was great. The
gituation hed been made even more serious by a loss of virtually all
radlo equipment vpon which liaison with the Fifth Alr Force depended.
Tortunately, the air susvort officer =t Bulolo hed suggested that &
telephone line be strung from hlg station to the beachhead, and by this
means & precsrious and roundsbout commmnicatbion was established. The
first request, sent by Captein Shropshire, rir lisison officer with the
MacKechnie Force, ezrly in the morning of 30 June, w2s that a fighter
cover te nrovided until the beach was clesred. DBut although several
squ: drons were not othervise occunied, no cover was provided. 18
Perheps the most immortsnt efforts the Fifth Air Force carried oud
in conjunotion wit:r the Allled lendings in New Georglz, on Xiriwina and
Yoodlark, and at Wasseu Bay were e number of hesvy r ttacks upor airfields
botk ir the lLae-Salemema ares rnd at Rebeul, On 37 June 8 B=17's end 3
B~p4lyg gtruck at Vunekansm; during the following night, 10 Be2P4%g hit
Lakunei »nd Rapovo; Vunakanau and Rapopo were the targets for 11 B«l7's
and 7 BeP4AVs on 2 July, and sll three airfields were boubed by 13 Be=24Ts
a2 doy later, In spite of weather which made even reaching the terget a
hagerdous effort, and in spite of fierce sntiaircreft fire and night
fighter intercention, only one B«l7 was lost in the four-dey sseavlt, and
almost 100 tons of bombs of all types were dropped, Meanwhile from

20 June to 2 July, Be25's hed cerried out 58 sorties and A-20%s 11 against
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airfields ead sun-ly nolints in the Isae-Salamaua a.rea. On 1" July the

ground. troops had alsc received some zld from the 89th Squedron, six

of whose A-20%'s rosred over Jepanese instzllations at Duali on Nagsaun
Bay, dropping 31 x 100-1b, bowbs in the target ares from 1,00" feet,

end then returning to make 32 strafing pesses from tveetop level,

These cooperative borbing miesions apparently hed some effect. In
early July the Japanese were able to throw considersble air atrength
ageinst the Americen lesndings in the uprer Solomons end New Georgla, ut
they could not musber sufficlent oir strength to threaten botk the land-
ings tkere and the Allied operations at Nesseu Bay., During the South
Pacific landing operetions, the Japanese loet more ithan 100 planes while
the Allies were losing 1%, and the enemy continued %o attack Rendove
dally, The first attack on the Hasssu Bay beachherd, on the other hand,
did not occur wntil 2 July when 10 medium borbers mede three bombing and
five strefing yuns over Allied posltions. Althoush the Americen fighter
sector ot Dobodurs hed ordered severzl sweens over the area during the
day, tke fighters fziled to intercept these enemy nlenes. On the follow-
ing dey, however, the first fighter combat of the month oecurred. Various
squadrons of both Horesby- snd Dobodurswbased fighters had cearried out
periodic patrols over Lee and Salameme. In the efternoon 14 P-40's of
the 7th Soumdron were returning to lobodura after 2 routine escort mis-
sion to Mubo. Shortly after 1600 they saw six or eight bombera (probebly
Dinahg), escorted by Zekes attacking Allied positions. The P-40 fiight
lesders changed their course, the flyers dropned belly tenks, mnd within

g few minutes the fight was on, At lesst one Dina.h and four Zekes were

'
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shot down, & victory suitebly celebrated with "jungle jJuice! on an
othervise-gquiet Fourth of July.go

These two enemy alr stbocks were sufficlent to do little more than
haragg the American force estcbiishing itmelf at Neseeu Bay, Other
obstacles, however, kevt the Americans from immedietely pressing in-
12nd to join the Australiena in the Mubo sres =nd from pushing farther
up‘ the coast towerd Salamsus, The command situation, in the first place,
wee temporarily unsedisfectory, end econflicting orders were recelved from
the 17th Brigade, the 24 Austrrlian, and the 41lst American divisions. 2
Furthermore the troops, for the most pert without combet experience, were
at first jittery znd would not volunbeer to go out on all-immortant
combst patrols, Some had not learned to hold their fire until sure of
a terget cnd perhaps 50 per cent of the first Americen casusities were
canged by other Ameriecn troops. Intelligence was feulty, and 1little
wos lmown of the enemy atrength in the ares. 22

The nrineival problem, however, was that of sunvly. The nossibility
of the initisl lose of landing crsft hed epnarently not been faeseen,

For the firat few doys, therefore, sup-lies were elow in arriving., 3By
15 July additional eraft were slloezted to the force, and the situation
wrg somevhat relieved. The additlonsl crsft, however, dld not get sup-
plies to those troops slresdy penetrating jungle country where it took
10 men elght hrurs to evacuate one cagualty to the aid stztion on the
beach, A rosd was to be bduilt to accelersie the forwarding of sup lies,
tut on 6 July only 150 Ameriesns were svaileble for construction pur-

popes together with some 100 natives who were to serve &5 carriers.
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Voresver the only bulldozer wes diasbled, and the only tractor was
baried in the mud, 23

In these circumsbsnces, trke sround forees working inland were
gl:ogt entirdl y dependent unon transport fireraft for their food and
mni tions, Arrsngements were made, therefore, with the 17th Brigade for
supnly-dropoing, never o comoletely setisfectory expedient. At first
only B rotions were drowped. These reaqulred cooking, but the troops
were unsble to carry kitchens with them, and canned heat was not avalla-
tle. In one inetrnce New Guinee Force suthorized the dropning of rations
ot ¢ ecertnin point inland from Yagsau Bry, lnown as Dry COreck Bed.
Fumerousg sup-lieg, many perighable, were dropned at a time when no troops
were In the vieinlty to piclk them un., This setion was expleined by
saving that the food would be more useful tkere then at Port lloreshby, and
that sooner or later a brttalion of men would be rvailshle to salvage 1t.
Some of these sun-lieg were gaved, but mich of the food littering the
ereek bed hed to be cleared evey eond buried., This wor on lsolated in.
stance, rowever, snd slthough supsly=dronning wee expensive, it did
succeed in nmointeinine 5 flow of nouriehment to the fighting troops,
Troop carrier units took »ride in this "biscult borbing" and watched the
percentese of fopds recovered rise from 50 per cent during the Papuen
Coampaien to 85 and 90 por cent by the fall of 1943, Moreover when
retions end ammmnition were logt, the transports would loed up and
return agein and axsin, g0 long ss weather and vieibillty permitted.

In snite of these problems of supnly, eand in spite of the Japaneee
goldiert &bility to make sn ally ount of the terrain, the Allies gradually

vughed forward toward ﬁal_amaga. :By 15 July elemen'bs of the 1624 Regiment
— —— CONFIDENTIAL
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had Jolned the Australisns who hed been fighting the Japanese in the

181

. Wou-Mubo arex for months, Thig juncture cut enenmy communleations rune
ning from Xomiatum to Mubo ond led to the finsl capture of the latter
. stronghold. Mesnwhile, Americin troops were forcing their way un the
coast, rnd by 20 July bod secured a beachhesd on Tambu Bay, little
more then five miles from Selamaun, These forward elements were Joined
during the night by other units which had boarded landing craft at
Yesssu Bay. Within a week batteries of the 41st Division's field artil-
lory were firing shells into Salsmsus 1iself, R6
. During this sdvance through most difficult terrain, the Allled Alr
Torces were working in com-lete cooperation with ground treops, In
addition to troop carrier missiong, fighters snd bombers wera carrying
out an unorecedented number of offensive znd defensive sortles, The
primery responaibility of the fighters, of course, \\?ﬁ fbut defensive
nissions implied not omly what the 67th Fighter Squadron celled
VFAFSOAPing (Fifth AT Sitting on ASS policy) otherwlse kmown os ground
alert," but trensport znd bomber escort together with routine scrambles
. or patrols. Most of these oroved umeventful, at least so far asg mak.
ing contect with the enemy was concerned, but there were many more
interceptions in July than in the nrevious month, From the 3 July
interception ot Salammun to the end of the month, Japaness aircraft
nede sorties over Allled positions, chiefly in the Bena Bena snd Salameua
. areas, on st least 11 days., During this same perlod Allied fighter
gousdrons shot down no less thon 58 Jzpanese fighters ond 4 bombers, end

logt 5 Pu38's and L Pud0 together with 3 pllots. <0
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Several of the eneny rsids during July were not intercented. Only
. one of those sgrinst Beno Benr, for example, resmlted in combzt when
the 9th Sqgundron shot down one or poesibly two enemy fighters, An at-
. gack of 13 July by 10 bombers nd 15 fighters and snother of 20 July by
30 fighters, however, were not intercepted, The nrinclpel alr battles
occurred either in the Mubo-Salamaua srea or on routine escort missions,
P..38'g of the 79th Fighter Squadron "got into Tem" three times between
18 gnd 23 July to destroy a totel of 19 enemy fighters. Their "bhig day!
wes on the 2lst when 50 enemy fighters jumped 13 P.38%s which were
o escorting B-25's on o bombing misdon to Bogadjlm near Madeng, In the
ensuing cotbat, 1 P-38 was lost, but 12 enemy fighters and probably 4
more were shot wown. The 80th Squadron slso centributed 11 fighters to
the emecort of this mission, snd these P=38's shot down 10 or 1l more
Jepanese interceptors while losing only 1 of their own., Five deys later
the Dobodure~besed 9th Squsdron shot down at least 10 Japanese flghters
over Salasmesuas, ©Lt. Richard I, Bong, who bogether with Cespt. James A,
Waticina was credited with elzht planes in this engagement, submitted
. the following account:

I wes leader of Blue Flight vhen wo were sorambled to the
Salemaua Dropoping Areast 1230/E. VWe went up there and made a
circle over Lee, ceme Gown to Selemeus, and then went down to
the Markham Velley just back of Lae at 16,000 feet.

On our wey there I colled in eirplames st 12 olclock and we
were intercepted at 1350/K over the Markham Valley. There were
sbout twenty fighters: ten inlinewengine fighters and ten Zeros.

I dropped my tonks and shot at en lnline Job end misged.
1 dove oui and ahot at a Zeke heasd-on, snd he burst into
. flames. I shot at sn iniine job 45 degrees from bekind and
above, and kmocked pieces off his fuselage. 1 shot ab ano ther

inline job ond he burst into flames. I shot at enother Zero
headwon snd knocked pieces out of hils canopy and engine cowling

. . en?z;;t at one more inline Job and missed, I.left the area
at 1410/K and returned _Ftonbase end 1ent%edt CONHD E{&ETIA
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To thls report the squadron hlstorian aadiﬁe:il~ the comment thet such a

. brief report by = pilot who hed riddled four enemy aircraft in one
engegenent vastypiesl of Bong's roticencet "He would describe = ma jor
. engegement in the same amount of space snother man would take to tell
of drinking three beers,” 27
The inerensed sctivity of the fighter units was more than duplicated
by the bombers. Indeed the month of July mrobably wltnessed more of &
sustzined boubing effort ageinsi enemy ground positions in the betile
sres then sny previcus month in Southwest Pecific fighting, Some mls-
. siong were eerried ount ageinast volnts outside the prineinal battle zone.
For exrmple Madang was sn imooritent target beceuse intelligence reports
indicated that supnlies were beinx collected there and send overland %o
the southwerd., MThis belief was confirmed by aseriel vhotoszrsmhs and
reported on 19 July., There showed extensive road and bridge construe-
tion work sonth of Bogedjim, Two days later the first in a series of
thrae heevy raids on the Madang areas occurred, Betwsen 20 and 23 July,
B-25's, performing "the deevmest venstretion by atteck bombers into enemy
. territory" to that date, carried out from 100 to 12D sortiee; and at
the gome time B=24's performed 12 snd B-l7's 13 agalnst that importent
port on Astrolebe Bey, The heavy bombers alone dropned over 60 tons of
‘bombs on buildings and insisllations in the Bogadjim area, and caused
large fires, 28
. Attacks against shivpping during this same period were limited
almost entirely to interfering with the enemy barge traffic. Barges

continued to recch New Guiner from New Britain, and supplies still moved
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along the coest in the same manner, During the last week in July at
lezst 22 A-20, 14 B=26, and 70 Be.25 bombing and strafing sorties were
carried out sgainat these t"rgets. Perhaps the most damaging series

of attacxs on shipping, however, occurred on 28 and 29 July, It had
been reported that severel destroyers and at lesst one merchent vessel
were in the Bigmarck Se~ south of Cspe St. feorge and Cone Gloucester.
On 28 July, 15 B=20's including one B~25G of the 3d Attack Group pounced
on two destroyers. They swept in at mast height, sirafing with thelr
heavy forward five power, dropoed 100-_.3;;::;6. 500-1b, delayed-action hombas,
scored 14 hitg, ond left one destroyer on fire. The same numder of
planes verformed a similer sitack on the following day, this time with
a P-38 cover, Debris wos found which secemed to confirm the sinking of

a degtroyer on the d°y before, znd more hits were scored both by bombs
end 75-mm, shells on another already beached, causing "the vessel to

explode, ! 29

The heaviest concentration of bomba, however, wng not drovned on
shinolng but on voints in the Lae-Salamawarea in direct cooperation
with the ground forces. After 5 July, borbers were over thig area
slwogt every day., Weather blocked out the objectives for only two full
deya, although a number of individual migsions were prevented on other
occagions, and the month's totel of msorties included =sporoximately 400
by B-35's, 100 by B-24's, 45 by FAAT Bostons, 35 by A-20's, 30 by B-17's,
end 7 by Bu26ts, %0 ‘he largest number of sireraft went out on 11 July
when the air force was reouested to elimihate an enemy strong-voint

outlined wi}th morter smoke bombs in the old Bobdubi area, For this
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miasion the two veteran squedrons of the 38th u.p tesmed up with the
‘ new 345th Group covered by zn escort consisting of Pudoly, P=29s, and
P-400ts, Thirty-two B-25%s reached the turget, 22 of these dropoing
. from 60 to 70 x 1,000-1b, instantanecous and delayed-action hombs from
btetween 3,500 and 8,000 feet, The 10 Be25's of the 405th Squadron svept
over the smoking pinpoint at from 25 %o 150 feet, -dropped 20 x 1,000-1b,
delayed-cetion bowbs in the aree, snd clsimed 1¢ hits, Meanwhile 20
other Mitchells and 16 A~20's were strefing villages, sirdromes, and
trecks in the zemersl ares, Japenese fighters made several Dasses at
. the bowbers, but hed litile effect. The Ameriern fighier escort, com
the other hend, suffered two logsges while shooting down at lesst five of

the enenmy.

By July then the bombers of the Fifth Air Force were earrying out
spectacular strikes against Jepanese forces, Cleerly, however, it was
not fulfilling what was probebly its primery functlon, tke destruetion
of the opposing air force, Americen fighter pliots were knocking down
Jepenese plenes at the rate of sbout 10 for every one of their owm

. losses, whenever iiev encountered Jepanese plenes, But the Jepanese
geemed unwilling to do more then meke token interceptions of Allied
borbing attacks in New Gulnes, and consequenily were sble to preserve
a gubstentisl eir force intact., This can be demonsirsted by the faet
that from 1 June to 30 July Allied flyers in the Solomons claimed

. 529 Japenese sirereft destroyed while General Kenney's "kids' made 2
score of only 165 in the entire Southwest Pacific. If, as was probetle,

the enepy wes throwing more alrplenes into the defense of the Solomons

. than into New Guinec, this would in pert accouat for the difference

‘ 4 _',.‘4;-_ _

) CONFIDENTIAL

i ili AV LWEORBAATING .
THIS PAGE DecIaSSIfled IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

weee CONFIDENTIAL

in scores, But Allied Intelligence, based on aerisl photogrenhs,
. reconneissence, and the reporits of patrols ever oz the move behind
the Jepanese forward saress, indicated that the enemy had the strength,
. and that he wes preserving it for use at some future date, 52
The Fifth Air Forco hnd demonstrated by miesions of 21 to 23 July
that 1ts medium and heavy botbers could carry out sustained atimcks on
en objeetive as distart as Madang, But the enemyls principal strong-
hold on the New Guines mainland was Wewsk, more them 200 miles farther
along the coest. It was necessary to eliminate the Javanese fighter and
. borber strength based on the Wewsk dromes in order to destroy the poten-
tisl threst that thege mireraft posed to an Allied ground advince toward
Lee and Sslamasue, Before an sir offensive sgeinst Wewnk could be car
ried out, however, it was necessery %o possees bases fer enongh advanced
t_o permit fighters to azceomany bombers over the objective, and exw
tensive enough to base fighters snd transports and to provide refueling
feellities for medium borbers if necesasary. The Fifth Alr Forece had
been considering the vossibilities of acouiring such advanced beses for
. meverzl months, In genersl thelr vlan was to determine the most sultable
of the nunmeroue alr strips which had been scattered throughout Northeast
New Guinea prior to the war, and with the help of the Australian New
Guinea Administrative Unis (ANGAU), Australisn patrols, and native lsbor,
to develoo them into bases,
. To earry out this nlan, Lt. Bverette &, Freazier had baen rellieved
from his dutles as executive officer of the 857th Englneer Aviaiion

Bettalion (Negro) esrly in May smd transferred to the Fifth Alr Force, 83
- . ' A
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His orders read thot he was "to locote one operationsl or staging
fighter drome forward of Van." Frazler hed been a construction englneer
with the Shell 0il Company of Texas orior to the wer, and was thus well
vrepored te cerry out such a mission. Soon after receiving his orders,
he was flown to Bulole, then the headquariters of the 3a Australian
Diviglon. From tkere he carried out his first reconnaissence patrol in
tke company of a number of other officers itrained in airdrome construce
tion, from whom he lecrned welueble tricka of the trade. This penetraw
tion of enemy territory cerried hin from Sunshine, 14 miles north of
Bulolo, elmoat to Sslamaus, bubt without success, On 31 May, therefore,
he repeated the mattempt in snother diveetion with en Austrslien officer
tnd geversl natives, This new trek took him tkrough the densest jungle

and rzin forests, along the 1,000-foot deep Watut River Gorge, and across

the treacherous Sncke River.,

Arout a week later he rosched Marilinsm on

the Watut River, leas tkan 50 miles from both Lae and Sslamsus.

The air

auvoroackes to thia wolnt from one end were hlocked off by mountains,
Put the site of an old drome wee considered adequate for trensports,
with a voselbility that it eould be imoroved for fighters. The loesl
ANGAU officer with natives recrulted from ¢ neerby village immediately
beern to clerr and esmouflage the vwrospective field, The tall Xunal
grags wves burned off, end in splte of the smoke, the Japanese were not
alermed, since nstives started numerocus fires on any occasion, Ac=
cording %o Frarier, Ynatives like & good fire even if it is their own
hut,?

The natives were indispenseble in the work of wreparing the air-

drome, Directed by ANGAU or by a nstive wolice boy, they were soon
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able to decide what trees needed cutting in order to clear a satisfectory

spproach, In some cmses they needed little guidance at all, Sometimes
too they contributed importent intelligence which bed been pas~ed from
village %o village by conch-shell signsls, by the beating of drums, or
by & courier service run by "monkies" es they aptly celled their small
toyes. Less useful but more entertalning were formal nstive ceremonies,
Inown & "sing sings," at lecst one of which wes given in Fregier's
honor while Marilinen striv wes being buils,

Frezier had expected to be flown beck to Port Moresby from
Merilinen, Vhen the plene feiled to arrive aa anticipated, however, he
determined on 9 June to make the return trip to Sunshine on foot., This
was = great diseovointment to the friendly inhebitents of Marilinen who
rad honed to mee a plene land on the field which they had prepared,
When Frezier left, they lined up and sslubed him while = spokesman saids
"Master him go now, bekind him come back, along in big beloose{plane);
him bring plenty kal-kel (food), plenty bong twist (%tobaceo) amd
sltogether something nromised boy."

It wes sn erduous overland hike to Sunshine, But from there it
vas & relatively eesy brip to Weu where C-47's took off regularly for
Port Moresby. In this wey Fraszler arrived at ALVON Headquarters within
e week of his deperture from Merilinan, In two hours he was in con-
ference wlth Genersl Kenney, who wes temporerily ecting as ADVCH com-
pander while Generrl Yhiteheed was in Austrzslia, snd a number of his
top advisers, The cuestion at lssue wes vitel: where covld en advanced

air brse be loceted for operstions arsinst Wewak and Lae? The
I - e
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elternatives were in the Marilinen area or in thke vicinlty of Bens
. Bena, Frazier assured Temney that o base neer Merilinan, which itself
wae not commoletely satiafsctory, would de adequate for proposed operam
. tions until the heavy Sentember rains begen, but thet all equlpment
would have to be evacuated by then or else be left until the rainy
gesgon hrd ended, This wut the question to Kenney: would another and
more sultahle forward area for all-weather sirdromes be in Allied pos—
gesglon by September? Kenney and his advigers concluded that the
offensive would have by then renched Nadzeb, an ares chosen by dus-
. trelians femilizr with New Guinea as an ideal site for a permanent base,
By gplit=second timing, Fadzad could be erptured, sir strips prepared,
end all eguinment transported there from the Harilinan ares before
rains made that move immossible., Shortly after $he conference, General
Vartsmith, V Pighter commander, and seversl officers flew Yo Marilinan
in an A~24 and a P~40, They conferred with MajJ, Herman G, Cox of the
V Bomber Command end Capt, Hverett W. Xing of the V Fighter Command who
had resched Merilinen by foot before Frazierle departure. At this time,
. i1t wog decided that Teill Teili, five miles southwest of Marilinan,
world be 2 more suitable site for the new base,
Under the direction of Col, Ward T, Abbolt, alr engineer for the
Fifth Air Force, the job was begun, Frazler, whe hsd returned to
Marilinen by transport, reached Telli Teill sbout 20 June. Again the
. clearing of new string and tke locating of dispersnl areas, taxiwsys,
end crmp sites begem. By July, C-47's were landing on the transport

drome, Yithin 10 dsys, tley had ferried in Company C of Lt. Col.

. Harry G. Woodbury's 871st Airborne Engineers eguipped with specially
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designed miniature bulldogers, graders, carryalls, end grass cutiers.
‘. This first engineer contingent, £lthough auite inexperienced, had
eqipment end some training, and with the edvice and assisiance of ths
. men on hand, graded a 4,200-foot runway for transcorts and begrn another
of 7,00 feet. Weather vrevented the remosinder of the englneer bat-
telion from beinz flown into the field for 10 days, but by that time
the new base covld handle 60 to 150 G.47'g 2 day. 8o
For meny weeks, the existence of thig field wes successful}ly hidden
from the enemy, Tronsoorts would fly through o vasy to Wem and then
‘ glide down the velley to the Teili Tsili landing field. In this way,
they were hidden from the urineipsl Japanese troop concentr tlons. The
wollwcamouflaged field wre protected on the ground by e~n Austr:lisn
infentry boattalion flown in to guard the land eporoaches and by an
Americen zutomative weepons battery which provided antiaircraft pro~
tection., To mrevent the Japanese learning sbout the aclivity at Tsill
Teili from the native telezrsph, moreover, W/O Peter Ryen, sn Australien
AWGAU officer, and Frazier ventured into the enemy-patrolled Markham
. valley. They suent sever:l weeks there trying to lnfluence the netives
agrinst the Japanese, reconnoitering enemy sitrong-points, end learning
as much as possible about new enemy penetrotions into the hinterland,
Mesnwhile, Tsili Teili hnd become 2 bepe of rustling activity., By
1 August units of the Second Air Task Force, which was to cperrte out
. of Tsili Taill Just as the First Air Task Force cyerated from Dobodura,
had begun to ar~ive. The Z5th Fighter Group had recelved movement
orders late in July. On 1 August, the 35th Fighter Control Squadron
. and =z »nlotting vlatoon o:i' the 565th Ai.rcraft_warninb Battalion mede an

o
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uneventful flight across the Owen Stanleys in C~47's and landed at
Tsili Tsili an hour and a half after the take-off, Two days later a
quartermaster platoon arrived and was joined within a few days by the
119th uartermaster Bskery. By 11 August a signal detachment to install
comrmnications for the Seeond Air Task Force, and the Ath Airdrome
Squadron to assist the 482d Service Souadron, had also made the almost
routine {light to the new base, Thus by the middle of fugust, a
fighter conbrol seector and radar sets had been established, 40 miles
of buried rubber cable had been dug in for local communications, a
message center and radio station were in operation, and an ordnance
dump and guartermaster supply room were serving more than 3,000 troops
already in the area.36
With the base well established, the next arrivals were to be the
headouarters and ground echelons of the 40th and Alst Fighter Squadrons.
On 15 fugust, the head-uarters of both squadrons set out from Port
Yoresby in two flights of C-47's escorted by P-39's of the 4Cth and Alst
Squadrons. The first flight had no more than landed at Tsili Tsill when
12 Sallys escorted by perhaps an eoual number of fighters (probably
Oscars) roared in through passes flanked by mountains high enough to
nullify the efforts of Allied aircraft warning units. Soon bombs were
falling on the new field, and the incoming troop carriers were under at-
tack, dJapanese shells riddled one C-47, killed the pilot, and severely
wounded others in the plane, It ecrashed, killing all occupants.
Another transport vanished into the surrounding mountains and was never
heard from again, while the remainder of the second flight turned back

to Port lloresby. The unan;ned C-l7'a, skillfully scraping the ireetops
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in making & getawsy, still might have been at the mercy of the swift
Oscars, had not P-39%s of the 41st Sgnadron together with # few of the
40th pounced upon the Nin nlenes., Four P~39's and one wilot were lost,
but the Japanese bomber force vas smnihilated, At least 11 Sallys znd
2 or 3 of the fighter escort were shoti down.

The Japanese were no more persistent in their attacks on Allied
ground nositions during Auwgust then in previous months, They followed
up the 15 August rald on Tsili Tgili with another on the followlng day,
but the 431let Fighter Sguadron snd two squadrons of the 438%th Group
discouraged them on this occasion by lkmocking down spproximately 15 of
the strafing fighters. P-47's of the 348%th Group in one of thelr first
engogenents providing low cover for transports, destroyed four of the
eneny plenes and lost one of thelr own, Ieanwhile P~38%s from the
ventage nvoint of 2 tovn-cover position hed & field d-y in shooting down
the remainder, The only cormlaint of the P=38 nilots was that the P-47
looked too much like the Zero. ZExeept for these two attecks on Telll
Talll, Jopenese air raide on Allied gronnd positions in August were
limlted Lo 1little more then o few houbg dropmed on the new bases on
Kiriwlna end Woodlark islands. Of these wrobably the rmost serious was
one of 11 August egeinst Woodlerk, then nrotected by the 67th Fighter
Squadron, 2 veterzn unit from Guadsleanal, In this reld five enemy
eircraft drooped 13 bombs, destroying one P=39 and damaging three
others.

Meanwhile the Allied Air Forces secmed t» be atudiously avoiding

the rapidly develoning bese st Wewsle, Actually the attack upon that
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point wes to be sudden and overvhelming., It wes not to occur until
nedinvm borbers could join the hervies in more then 1,06%3310113, untll
Taill Tslll wes sufficienily developed and stocked with fuel to orovide
& topring-off base for fighters eand an emergency lending field for
bozbers, ond until the Jepenese had concentreted ecough sircraft on the
four Wewsk dromes to make a full-scrle zir offensive worih while, Not
patil the middle of August wes the stege properly set. By that #ine

the Fifth Air Force Service Commend hed comwleted modificetlon projects
on sufficient B-25%s $o equin five medlum be bardment sguadrons; the
engineers had done & remarkable job in constructing the mountain-bound
Tgili Telli base snd tre trop carrier units in sup-lylng it; and
intelligence renoris showed that more and more enemy alrcrafi were belng
brought into Borem, Bui, Degus, and Wewek,

During the first half of tle month the V Bowber Commond snd the
First Alr Tegk Force threw their bombers asrinst barge moveuments and
eneny ground uosltions not far from Lae end Selamsue., Between 24 July
and 3 August, for examle, at leest 94 enemy brrges were destroyed and
60 cthers demeged, A~2 calculzated that the number of berges destroyed
represented £ meens of transporting a division of men or from 5,000 to
7,000 tons of suoplies, Imortont es this destruction wae, however, it
represented only 2 frection of the toisl enemy bzrge strength in the
Sowthwest Pacifie, 4Herisl photo Tophs and renorts of observers between
2 and 5 August hed shown 250 barges, luggers, and lighters st Rabeul,
25 et Borgen Bay, €6 in Hanea Bay, and 35 to 40 in the Alexighafen-

Madenz area. Allled plenes, therefore contimnued to seek out and blast
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ths barge hideouts, carrying out in the next 10 d=ys at least 69 B-25
end 12 A=20 sorties sgeinst these objectives. 9

The strikes ageinst berge hideouts comorised only a fraction of
the totz)l number of boibing attecks during the same veriod. A few planes
struck et points in New Britain such as Geosmetn ~nd o% others againgt
the Modemg aren, The grestest concentration of bombe, kowever, was drop-
ped sgsinst encny wositions which the Allied ground troops in the
vieinity of Salameus were finding inereasingly aiffiecult to erack,
Between 1 and 17 August the Fifth Alr Yorce carried out at least 46 B-25,
9 B=256, 42 BE=l17, »nd 154 B-24 sorties on objsetives in ithese forwerd
arers, In four ralds the heevy bonbers slone dropped over 500 tong of
bonba,

“he results of these att cks were generelly satisfectory. Anti-
alrersft positions were silenceds bulldings, suonly veints, snd manition
tdurms were destroyed. Some of the officisl reports of resulis, however,
magt be nsed with caution. For exammle, on 13 August 35 B-24's and 13
B.l7'g carried out 2 coordinated atieck on the Solamaus area snd in con~
Junetion witk 9 B.26%s dropved 173 tone of bonbs, The officlal report
resds that the attack "cauged lorge explosions ond numerous fires,
photogrsphe show 34%s of bulldings on Isthmis destroyed; sirdrome also
ettecked, henger destroyed, grounded borber dameged.? 42 e reports of
the sgquedrons, lowever, show that the mission was not completely sue.
cessful, In the firct mlsce, the designated targets on Xomiatum Ridge
were closed in by clouds. The lesd pllot foiled to estadlish contact

811
witl /his collengues, and aome confusion resulted in designating a
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secondary target, thue wost boubs were salvoed in the water, The
. 64th squedron, now flyine B-24%s, ked better luck. It covld not locete
_ 1ts primery terget, but four B~24's dropned 32 x 1,000-Lb, boubs in the
. neighborhood of Salameuvs, znd some lended in the dwmp areas, But "no
deege fronm ony of these thirty-two bombs was revorted from visusl
observation,? A fifth B-324 dropped elght boubs; two fell in the water;
the otkers struck the Salamave Ipthmus and resulted in "one medium
explosion? and ¢ demolished house. A three-plene element of the 65th
Squedron succeeded in "destroying tuildings end starting fires," but a
. second element bed no success. The 4033 Sguadron attecked with ecual
sccuracy. One flight in dropeing its boubs made "en overcorrection to
the lef$," and 211 bowbs fell into the water., The other flight, however,
was qulte successful in hitting Kela townehin and obisining satisfectory
explosions, 3
Neanwhile the Japsnese were bullding un their =trength at Vewsk,
Aerisl photogrephs on 30 July hed shown only 19 light borbere on the
alrflield ot But, Improvements on the drome, however, szemed to indicate
. its future use by hervy aireresft, TFour doys later, there were 20
fighters and meversl light ond medium bombers at Wewak, 18 light bowbers
end & fighters et But, ond o totel of 56 sireraft st Degus including the
Army Type 1CO medium bomber (Felen), a plane which had hitherto not
sone: red in the Northesstern Ares, This gradual btuild-un econtinued, znd
on 13 Auguat 8 medium bombers, 3L light bormbers, snd 69 fighters were
counted at Boram and Wewrk, and %4 mediums, 34 light btoubers, and 23

fighters at But and Degus, 44
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By the middle of August therefore, & frultful target exlsted in

. the Vewsk dromes. Uhkat is .ore, Genersl Xemney had doth the airveraft

and the:beses necesscry to meke a series of heavy sitrikes ageinst those
‘ points, On 15 August, the two heovy bowbarément groups in the Northe

esstern Ares, the 434 end the 90th, hed 12 B.l7's and 52 B.24's in come
mission, 48 At the seme time the 38th Grouvn (i) and the 3d Attack
Group had ready for crmbat 58 B«2501L's snd Il's, types cepeble of making
better then a 1,000~-mile round trin. 46 By this time too, the Tsili
Tsil1 drome wes developed sufficlently to pexmit fighters (and bombers

. in an emergency) to ton off there.

The stage wes set for the rost decisive series of eir atrikes
carried out by the Fifth Air Force since the Blamarck Sea action., On
the afterroon of 16 Angust final ploans were made, ‘Thls wes to be &
coordinated offensive by hesvy and medium borbders, Eight squedrons of
heavies were to open the egreult with night attacks on the four ‘ewsk
slrdiromes. After t.is nreliminsry softening, five sguadrons of viclous
B.25 gtrafers, covered by a strong fishter escort, were to come in at

. minirmam altitude to bord znd strafe every plene atill on the ground, hid

Between 2100 and midnight of 1€ August, 12 B=-17's and 38 B-24's
of the eight heavy bomber souadrons took off fror Wards snd Jeckson
drorec nesr Port lloresby. Thke weather wam gener lly good, although there
were gome clouds, and #l1 airersft recched the target except for two

. B-24's which turned back becauge of meckanicsl difficulties, Shortly
after midnight, the first heavy bowbers crossed the target; mom then
until after 0370 the attock continued with the 634, 64th, and a pary of

. the 65th Squedrons bhitting Degne; the remainé.er of the 65th and the
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4024 hitting Buty thke 319th, Z21gt, 2nd a mart of the 47°0th, Boramj
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. end the 320th snd the remeinder of the 400th, Vewalk drome. According

to the plen, sever:sl of the lecding vlenes were %o drop incendiary bormbs

. in order to 1lluminete the target for the remaining formations, Actuelly
the attrck did not conform exmetly to the plrn, and incendiarles and
freg clusters littered the fields rstier indiserlminzately. Searchilghts
were annoying, sntisirereft fire was intense, snd severel night fighters
attempted interception, but only three sircreft were lost, =nd these
aprvarently rot £rom enemy action,

. Specific results frem this mission cannot be determined, Photo-
grephs tcken of Yewa, Boram, and Degus wrior to the next attack showed
gome 204 sireraft of which at leset 18 _L—were_-i ungerviceable," But
the chief mission of the heavy bombers hed been to keen the Hin airw
eraft grounded snd et the mercy of 2 morning B=20 strike, znd tiis was
accorplighed. Between 0600 and 0630, tke 8th, 13th, snd 90th Squadrons
took off from Dobodure, end the 7ist snd 405th Squedrons from Durand
in Port loreshbr, The Moregbr-based B-25's met with a aumber of dif-

@ flculties in meking the 500-mile flight to Wewsk, the deepest penetra-

tlon of medium bo.bers into enemy~held Kew Tninec %o that deate, Of
the 26 B=-25%g which st-rted out from Port Moresbyv, only three reached
the targets. The 7lat Sgqunadron with But a3 an objJectlve, failed to
nake & rendezvous with other Allied formations snd turned back., Ten
vlames of the 405th Squsiron were alas forced beck leaving only three
to venetrcte ¢ bad weather front znd hit Dagna, These three alrerafs,
however, werc brilliantly successful. They sezttered 105 x 23-1b.

. narsfrags which snesked 2% lemgt 17 siversft on the ground, fired over
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5,000 rounds of ,50-cel, emnunition, and shot dmm one of 15 intercenting

198

Osears. Meanwhile, 29 Dobodura-based strafers (out of 37 which set out)
were gmaghing st Borem ond Weuval, They dropped 786 x 23-lb. narairags
ahd claimed 736 hits, A% Wewa'r the 90th Squadron rather conservatively
eleimed ebout 15 aircraft destroyed or dameged. More sweening were the
renorts of the other two squadrons of the Zd Groun. The 8th Squadron
ennounged tket at Borem of 40 to 60 aireraft at lesst 15 had been totally
destroyed and 25 o 30 left durningz., And the 13th Souwadron, vhich wes
over the same sirdrome ¢t the same time as the 8th, renorted thet of the
70 to BO enemy slrcraft on the Boram ruawey, "all /:wez'e_T believed
destroved or severely denrged.!

Excent for ene fighter attac:, which the P-25's themselves broke
un, Japenese resiatence was limited to feirly heavy antisireraft fire,
The guccess of the heavy bombers in keoping eirerafi grounded wag
undoubtedly in part responsible for the lack of intercentlion, but the
superiority of the Fifth Air Forcels escort might slso have been dis-
gouraging enough to the Nin Antercentors to keen them at a distance,
Almost every avellsble P-38 contributed to meke wo verbrus the most
powerful fighter cover yot furnished to bomber units in the Southwest
Pacific. All P-38 units, the veteran 9th, 80th, and 39tk Sauadrons
together with the % squeadrons of the new 475th Croup, participated. On
16 August, there were 127 of the twineengine fighters in commission.
Shortly after 0600 of the 17%th, 99 of these nlanes took off from
Dohodurs rnd loregby to form the e-cort. OFf these, ¢ planes turned

back becousge of mechanical difficul ties. The vemainder, wlth the
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comforting k:mwledge of rdeguate refueling freilitles at Tslli Taili,
‘ spnroxinately helfway to the torget, comnleted what tn then wae an
wneventful flight with Uil intercentions, 80
. On the following day, Vewak wag hit agein, The weather on this
oceasion, however, vproved less cooperative, sund thwarted the efforts
of same of the heavy bombera, Hine B.24's of the 64th Squadron, for
examnle, drovued only one boumb, and the 634, slthough releazing more
bombs, hod 1itile succese in hitting & vitel objective, Only 26 out
of 49 heavy bombers which set out for this daylight atbzck reached the
. target £t 21l, The 3-25's, however, were more successful, Sixty-two
of these vlanes took off only o few minutey efter the B-17's and B-2dlg,
Fifty-.three reached the target, Antiaireraft fire was heevy, and
Jepanese Tighters respneared and savagely attzcekted the low-flying
strafers, Ten to 15 Zekes and Oscars intercepted a flight of the 405th
Squadron led by Mej, Raloh Cheli, sn zce B=25 milot, An Oscer r»iddled
one B35, dsmozing the left engine necelle, the fugelage, the left wing,
and the right nroneller blade, but the mplane returned safely to base.
. The ssme Osear then attacked Chelils plane and scored numerous hita,
With flemes bursting out of nis right enzine snd wing, Chell led his
flight across Degue drome, strafed £ row of from 15 o 20 enemy alre
crssi_‘t. instructed his wingmen to take over, smd then crashed into the
sea, llesnwhile, the Americern fighter cover of 74 P=-38's had shot down
. 1E enemy fighters vhlle losing 2 of thelr own, 51 .
Mring the remainder of the month, the offensive continmed, B-24's

carried out 102 more sorties, and B-25's an addltlonal 21 sgringt land

. — S
)

@ Il’-“"“w’”’w ~COp "i;,_“""t-\l_
SZCHURITY WFORiMATION

MM

" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
—

CORFIDER T e

f?"‘:"f“‘*“"-' i ¥y “\T’T}*’
E% VN Th.ﬁ

targets in the Jevek arem. “Lth objectives there gerionsly hottered,
. other heavy strikes were carried out ageinst immortent enemy supoly
centers at TJense Bzv and Alexishafen, On 25 and 28 August, over 70
. Bupblg, B0 Bw24's, and 10 B-17's hit the Hensa Bry area, and on 29
August 48 B-25's struck et Alexishafen, Luggers, launches, 2nd barges
in the herbors were destroyed, HMunition and fuel dumps were left in
flames, From the first “‘ewsk raid on 17 August until the end of the
month Americen flyers ran up an lmpressive score: 3B-25 gunners shod
dovm 22 esemy aircraft while 2 Mitchells were lost in combat and 3

. frox other causes; B=24 gunners knocked down 2t least 35 enemy sirerafi
while 3 Be24's vore destroyed in cowbzt snd 1 in an accident; American
fighters in tke Wortheastern Avea shot down 69 enemy plenes while 6
P~78's were lost in combat #nd 3 P~38's and 4 Pw4?'s from other ceuses,
These wellwsubstentiated figures, morecver, were dwarfed by Allied
claims of Jepanese vlenes destroyed on the ground at Wewsk, The of-
ficial cleims are ttet well over 200 ailrcrgft were destroyed on the
grovnd, It is obvicusly imocesible to arrive at any definite con-

. clusion as to the sccurscy of t.is figure, tut 1t has been reviged some—
vhat by celeulations of statisticlens et LAF Headquerters, Thelr figure
for the totzl number of alrcreft destroyed on the ground in the Southe-
vest Psclfic Ares durlng Angust is 175, In view of the fact thet the
lergest totzl in previcus months wes six, the record for August is
imyregsive indeed. 5

By tke end of Augnst, therefore, operations both by eir, lend, and

gen were snurosching o climax. Allied 1..nd forces were overcoming
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strong Jenenese defenses and were rerdy for o finsl nush Into Selemsmua.
. An Allied nevel force, the Seventh Amphibious Force, comwsnded by Vice
Aém, Deniel Barbey, was resdy for setlon, snd seversl deatroyers had
. slrerdy made a foray into the Fuen Gulf %o bombard = numher of enemy
shore positions there. The Allisd Alr Forces during July =nd Avgust
hed incrersed thelr sesls of effort 'o such on extent that in the
latter month, tkey had performed nmore thra tuiece the runber of sorties

carried out in June, ond in so doing hnd softened up enemy lend nositions

é.nd. virtually eliminated the thkrest from Wew Guines-baged Japanese air

. power. 58
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. SALAMAUA TO FINSCHAVEN,
1 SEPTRMBER.2 COICBER

The gerier of amell but signifiesnt victoriees won by the Allled
land forces following the Jananese revulse at Wem in February hed
brought both Austrslien and Americen units within sight of Saleameus,
Indeed, with the excentlon of the actlvities of numerous, smell Alge
tralien vatrole, all Allied efforts secmed bent uvron the cepture of

. that enemy bese, This obvious intent of the ground forces wis oG-
tually & part of the "magter wlen,® It wes hoped that the Japanese
would pour men and eguipment into thet wulunersble peninsula 1n order
to meet the Allied threst. To mome extent at least, the enemy 4id
Just that, and a2 considerable number of troops were drained from the
garrigon 2t lime into the Solsmmus ares.

Actually the Allied offensive wos not rimed &t on inltiel cepture
of Selemsus, In fect, the Elkton Plen had origlnslly envisaged =n

. airborne force operating overland through the Markhesm Rlver wslley in
conjunction with 2 shore-to-shore overvatbter movement lesding to the
capture of Lae., In tkis scheme of operations Selamsue wes to be by-
vassed, & As the slow cammalgn from Wew, Morcbe, and Nassan Bay
towerd Smlameus develoved, however, originsl vlens were modified, By

. tke mlddle of August, 1t hed been decided that the Seventh Amphidblous
Force, & nart of MacArthur's navsl strength, should land the 9th

Augtralisn Divigion east of Izae, that tre major drive should then
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conmence agringt Lae itself, and thet a subsidiery movement should
strike east towsrd Hopol Mission snd Finschaven. Hesnwhile dwerican
peratroops were to land at Yedzed, s flat, grass-covered arsa sulisble
for trensnort lendings on the larkhsn River 15 miles inland., When the
naratroons hed secured this arves, troop cerrier units were to ferry in
the 7th Austrelien Diviston for & second drive on Lae, ©

For seversl monthe rehearasls had been held for the lesndings. By
the first veek in August supnlies nnd troops were pouring into Nilne
Bay. On 20 August, 8ll trooms which were to land uo to E-hour plus 6
began to rehearse lending operations on the south cosst of Normenby
Islend, The 5034 Paratroop Regiment, reedy for conbat at Port Moresby,
had, already undergone extensive drills, BRetween 21 April eond 6 May it
bad precticed paratroop dropning missions with planes of the A7th
Troop Cerrier Group near Cairns in Queensland, In June more rehearsals
were held prior %o the regiment's departure for Port Moresby.

Finnl tocticsl decisions were made zt Milne Bay, some of them
shortly before the metuzl emberkation of the amphibious force. In
genersl, plens were completed to tke satiafacilon of 21) concerned,
it there were & number of minor disegreements between repregentotlves
of the Navy snd of the Fifth Air Force. For exsmole, there were dif-
ferences of cpinion as to the method of providing sir protection for
tke convoy and as to the need for pre-invasion strafing, '"Senior
Officers! of ADVON wers ot Milne Bay on several occgsions to dlscuss
thess snd otker problems, but according fo the official Navy revort,

did not beve gufficlent authority and were slow in meking definite
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The final plen ves not eporoved until shortly before Dedey. On
the subject of air escort, ADWON at first favored convoy protection
by vlanes on ground alert, but wae willing to compromise with those
who desired an Y"air umbrells." Ultimetely 1t was decided to provide
e 32-plane cover ss coniinuously as vossidble by dey ik additlen fo
squedrone on constent groumd alert, The solution to the thorny problem
of whether or not to provide pre-invasion air and navel bombardment wes
glso £ compromise, The lend forces wished %o aporoach in darkness with
the actusl landing at 0515, gmroximately one hour before sunrige, The
Reavy, on the other hand, insisted tkat beceouse of Insdequate memsns of
beach identification H-hour would have to be after sunrise end set it
for 0620, Since this eliminated the vossibility of %acticel surprise,
2 naval bombardrent and sir strafing atiacks on shore posltions were
eonad dered desirable, However, strafers of the Fifth Alr Force would
be unable to reach the objective much before 0700, and so it wes decided
to resort only to & borbardment by five deatroyere znd to forego the
benefits of sirafing, 6

Al though decisions had thus Deen mde on two genersl tactlcesl pro-
blems, certain details for implementing then atill wremained, For
exarple, the determinetion to vprovide & continuoua sir umbrella over
the convoy dld not specify how fighters mainisined on ground =lert
would be coordinated with tose participating in the eseort. There were
two fighter control sectors on the north cozst of Wew Guines, one at
Ioboduras and the other at Tgili Tgill, 3Bus the radar coversge of the

seas thraugh which the onnvey wog to procesd was far from complete,
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Sets were loceted in the Dotodura area and st Cmpe Vard Huni, YNorobe,
. Bulolo, Tsili Taili, and Bens Bena, At this time, bowever, the set
at Morobe wes inoperative, srd the towering mountaing 1imlted the range
. of the others. The set at Crpe \ard Hunt gave some sea coverage, bub
did not reach Lae; consequently Jppanese aiveraft fronm Wewsk or Medang,
.could fly bohind the mountaing toward Lae; others from New Britain
could swing scross Vitiaz Stralt; end neither could be picked up until
it was too lete for the awvailable radar to provide sdequate warning. 7
A more effective means of providing werning snéd fighter control
. was necessory. 4 sugmestion from an Auctralian wing commander furnished
& novel solution to the vroblem, He nolnted out thet a destroyer,
postod between Lae and Finscheven, might serve as a floating radar sig.
tion snd provide far betier coversze of the spvrogches to the beachheads
thon any aveileble ground stetion, The suggestion met with immediate
gpmroval, end the destroyer Reid, serving slso as = part of the anti-
submarine patrol from Buna to Lae, . vas ordered to proceed for the
ﬁurpose o 8 moint sonroximately 45 miles southeast of Finschaven. 8
. The fighter control network thus beesme # rather complieated one.
On the desiroyer were two controllers rnd two signsl corpe enlisted men
arned with radar and radlo seils, twe loudspeskers, two volce receivers,
two voice tranamitters, ond two SCB.188 receivers. With tHS equipment
%ea"iégi % 1erg wgggitor the norr=1 radin chennels of the fighter
sectore, ineludinz the one which transmitted information to "the
Generalfs Board at Horesby." In this wey, thay would be warned of the

approach of aireraeft picked up by rader sets in addition to those om

. the destroyer. Then wi.’oh grepse peacils they could record &l1
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sasvicions nlots on gridded mens covered with vlexiglzss, Iz addltion
. to the marty on the destroyer rnd the contryl ssumdrons &t the various
gectors, the 5th Tacbicsl Alv Commmic~tions Squadron furnished several
. parties to serve zs eir lislson units with the lending foxces. T/Sgt,
Fdwin L, Lewls, for exsmple, arrived at Tembu Ba~ on 28 Augmst rnd
imnedlately est-blished redio commmicetions with ADVON ot Port Moresby.
Another warty, thrt of T/Sgt. Jemes F. Birks, beccme more intimately
connected with the amphibious oper tlong wien it wes attzched to the
9th Austrolien Division and olaced uader the command of sn air lialson
. officer, Orut, George D, Ferrell, On 38 fugust, Birks's detachment
voarded an LST =% Milne Bay which joined the convey bound for the land-
ing at Loe, o
On tke doys immedietely mreceding the landing, the nir force
cerried out hervy otteochs on sirfields, shioning, end supnly noints in
both New Guines end Hew Britoin. The missions were generally nrotected
by lona-ronge P-38%g, tut P-307g snd P-40's were being nushed forward
in nrevarstion for an dll-out offensive., By the middle of Auvguat the
. alr echelons of the 40th =nd 4lst Squadrons hed joined thei..r ground
crews at Teili Teili, and by the end of the month the 8th Squedron,
now equinned with new Pu40i's in vlace of the decrepit X's, had nade
the flight to that isoleted bzae. 16
The bormbers onened their September attoek on the lst when 12
Besufishters, 12 B.25'g, and 6 B-26Ys gtruck a% barges, fuel dumps, =znd
other supply points slong the soubhwestern eonsgt of Wew Britein; on

the grme day more than 40 B.25's 2nd apnroximately 20 Be24%z started
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lorge fires in foel and romundtion dwms at Alexishafen, more then
. 20 B-24Vg attrcked the Madeng ares, and 6 Bul7'g struck Labu Island,

2 ptretezie vwarning noint nenr lLine, i

B-257s, B-26%s, and B-17'gs
. returned to the lirdang tergets on the following dry, while BeR5'a
of the 7ilst and 405th Syuadrons carried out zn even hkeavier atteck on
Wewrk, These low-level strafors swept over the horbor at from 50 to
160 feeb, under 2 cover of spproximately 40 P-39's, They aimed 29
1,00C-1b, delayed-sction bombg 2% severnl am=)l shing, and claimed 15
hits, Photos taken by the 405th Squadron, whieh had led the wey to the
. objective, showed "that 1 Fox Tare Able, 1 Fox Tere Baker, 1 Sugar
Beker, end one ¥ G (gun dost) wers directly hit end destroyed or sunk.
2 or 3 sm~ller ercft rnd one lugser were left burning.? The 7lsat
Sourdron, which sttt cked werhema two minutes later clsimed "2 Yox Bakers
believed sunk _[__a:o.d_? many smell vessels sunk or demaged,! 12
These sttzcles were bitterly resisted. When 11 fighters intercented
B-17's over Osvwe (loucester, the bombers shot down two of the eneny,
end » P-38 cover destroyed et lenst five; reBul? was lost, A% lesat
. 25 fighters were s$ill able to swarm off the much-bombed Wewak fields
to intercent the 325 att-clcs, 2nd enemy AA wos hesvy snd accurate, The
40 Pu38's, which were nroviding top cover, shot down at least six enemy
fighters and the :B-9b' shot down six more, while three B=25%'s and two
P-38%s were lost, 13
. While the largest Allied smmhibious force yet o see achion in
the Southwest Pzcific wes gathering off Buns on 3 September, the bombers
continued thelr strikes. Twelve Besufighters, 1B B-25's, ani 9 Ba26%s,
® RN
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struek ot Gesmets, Borgen Bry, snd Cave Gloucester; 21 B-24's and 2
; . B~17fg hesvily bombad moints in the Lee defense srez, ° Bugils girafed
mechine gun emlacsments "above Loe, ! and 11 RAAY Cetallines llttered
. Vanekanan znd La v+ with 500- end 1,000w1b, demelitinn bomba and
20-1b, fregs in en ~ttezot to keen Rebaul-bosed planes on the ground,
In the ezrlv morning of 4 September, while this last operztion was
s$ill in orogress, the convoy neored its destination. Shortly after
G500, the destroyer Reld svirled off to talze un its vosition =5 en air.
er=£% woraing loskout off Finschaven; the Conyinghem moved shead to
. identify the beaches, £nd btae lending creft begrn to find their aseigned
positions, By 0550 the beaches, "Red Beach,! about 14 niles erst of
Lire near the Busgo Hiver, end "Yellow Bench," three miles east of "Red
Beach," hzd besn iﬁentif_ied.. &% 0615, the desiroyers began to nour
hundreds of rounds of shell into the tiny berch erea, ond by 0830, the
first fastreliens heo touched the shore, Within s few minutes 560 ag-
sault troovs bed lended, snd by 1030, LCPVg, LOCIts, LOTts, and LSTfe

14
hof landed 7,800 men together with vetlicles, guns, sund stores,

. Belf an bour before the first weve of landing craft had touched
the shore, Allied aircrsft took off from fields et Tslli Tsili, Todbodurs,
end Port Moresby to narticipate in the operation, A few minutes later
the ground troops crouching in their leanding vesselsy, were comforted
to ser the first fighter forartioms, 1A P~F8'g from Teili Taill followed
. by 14 F-72'g of the Dobodurc-brsed 4374 Sauedron rosring over the land~
ing ares, At 0705 the air lisison werty, wrouering to lrnd in the

f1f4h wove, sav what they thou~hit were more Allled nlonre as tiree
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twinwengine bo~bers dlved ronidly out of 2 cloud. Suddenly the sp-
. nrosching plenes turned toward the landing eraft and onened up with
forverd mans; they werr Vele (possibly Bettys) closely covered by six
. Zekeg, "Our rezetion to this our First encuy fire wes one of first,
indignetion, then bewllderment, not feer, that csme 2 Little later,!
wrote one member of the warty. *¥We fell to the deck slons with tke
Aussles end watcbed trreers bounce eround us, Then the Nivs released
their bombs, we watched them ol. oot curiously (we didn't know enough
to be thoroughly frightened then) tke bowbs struck 211 about us, strsd-
. dled our shiv snd one fell off the stern, A neer miss on the LOI next
to us blew 2 great hole in its nort sice and she broeched. . . & Then
1t wg 217 over: the bowbers had flowm off to the east witk a pack of
P.387s on tkeir tails," Three navil merconnel were killed snd nine
1E
wounded,

Allied bowbing attecks begen annroxinately en hour later, Just
efter G800, O B=25's of the 1lfth Att-ck Souadron scattered Z00-1b,
demolition bormbs from minlmum -~1titude on the Hopol landing grond neer

. the beschheads. An hour lster 24 B-24Yg dropoed 96 tons of boubs on gun
errlacements, bulldings, and trucks on the Leze elrdrome. The barge
hideouts and alrfields of soutkera Few Britein, ico, were neutrzliged
as Ba24¥s end WAAT Besuforts, Besufighters, snd A=P0's hit the Gasmata
elrdrome end woints in the Crne Gloucester area.,

. FMesnwkile the landlng continueld according to plan. 3By early
afternoon tke convoy weez vwreparing to withdraw, IExcent for the early

morning attacl:, there hed been little enemy air interference, although

..
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phout 20 Jawsnese nlenes had dromned bonbs smoradiezlly sround
. corvebttee rud destrovers s~leng ths corst, But at 1400, the rader on
the Reid micked un » lorge formation of bogles* spuvrosching fron a
. rolnt southwest of Gasmetz and less then 100 miles awsy., At this time
Cept. W. M, 2011, fighter controller on the Held, did not know tke
exact position of the Ameriern fiphters in the ares, He did Inow
however, that one gruadron wre escorting lending eraft Clready returne-
ing to Buns, =2nd thrt rcnotker vas hovering over the lsnd foreces =t Lze.
Rvery fighter nilot cerried a grid arp of the erem In his cockpit
. ané wee constomily tuned in to the radio fregquency of his flghter cone
troller. Thus b sending the grid roference of tke bogles over the
fighter frequencies every wizute to the fighter sectors at Dobodura znd
Pgili Tslll the Reid could frece the course of the lncoming enemy, and
thls informamtion could De nloitted by esch fighter pilot. 17
Boll continued to wotbeh the rader scope until) 1t aonesred thet
the nlanes would soon be close emouwgh to observe visuelly. He step=-
red out on the Reld's deck "znd sure enough there tkey were, about 60
. of them,! The destroyver at thrt tine, without fighter cover s~nd 45
miles from land, would have made = reletlvely easy torget for 60 enenmy
eirereft. According to Bzil, Ythot wzs 2 nosty moment for us'but after

18
an gopnarent heeid-tion, tre farmation turned snd headed towsrd Morobe,

The redic onerators on the RBeld, mesnwhile, were zecping e record

. of tfe plots flowlng to the Ffighier sectors. Cent, David Harbour, con-

troller at Dobodure, ordered the 43934 Sousdron, still on ground alert,
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to join the 30%th which then wrs watrolling the Lpe arer. At the same
time, the 29tk Sguadron, whbieh hnd moved from Sehwimaer to Teili igill
for the Lee onerstion, was scrambled, ond the 34Sth Soguadron ook off
from Werds Drome, Guided by information from the Reld, at lesst 40
P.38le ond 20 P-477g vere sble to intercept the Jepanege attack and
destroy at leagt 15 Zekeg zxnd 4 Bettys, the B80th Sguadron slone acw
counting for 11 Zekes. Cne F-38 wnsg shot dowm, 1¢
hig victory, however, came too late to wrevent enesy bosbers
from ezusing considerable drmage to the shipoing off Lee., Iive bombers

gcored 2 near mise on the destroyer Con¥ingham, snattering shrenrel on

the shin and wounding one men, Others ati~cked the destroyers Lsmson,

Droyiton, and !meford, crusing suerfleirl desmege to the first-named,
ond seored ¢ hit on an LT in which 26 Austreliasns were wounded, end
ene navl offic v ond six men kKilled, Twelve encmy torpedo nlenes also
skimmed over the water st 7n sltitude of 50 feet, loosed tornedoes when
1,500 yards distcnt, #nd scored one hit on enother LST, TForty-tws men
were killed end 20 wovnded; two of the tornedo plenes were shot dovn,
4% the time of tids rald, troops and swmlies were jammed on the
beech, and had borbs struceh thevs, great dzmese ridcht have regul ted,
A sharo attack by an unswecified number of vlanes thres hours later
fired an ammunition dur, killed two men, wounded 17 others, and dameged
two bescked LCI'g, By this time, however, the congestion on the besch
hod been momevhet relieved, Engineers had nusbed serething resembling
a roed throush to Eopol villaze, 400 yards distant, and nricorities of

travel from the besch to egteblisked mnositions inlsond were being ase

sigmed, 2 T‘i-‘:"ﬂ S
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The air lirison narty ked been eccught in the ved f2pe of priorlties.

21z

. It seemed for & while as if tlat smnll Put esgentisl party would be

deleyed on the besch indefinitely. However, Captain Ferrell, the ronke
. ing lisison officer, finelly convireced Augtrelian IPVs that there covld

be no renuests for sir cooperstion until his varty reached headgvarters.
this brought imvedliate results, snd it sppesred that tre Aumsies were
now "go anxious thet we get in operstion that 1f onr vebieles hed become
mired, as 2 great nnny otkers dld, ther would have vwlcked us un bodily
and cerried us to headquarters., Actuslly there wag little need for

. elr cooverction 2t this time. Auetrslion forward elements wers pushing
forwvard so rapidly ond meeting with such 1light wvesigionce that no VYAir

sunnort targets” were zt that 4ime nv: ileble, 22

Cn 4 Septerber, therefore, one phage of the atteck upon Lae wes
going vell end recording te plon., Yo comvlete the nincer movement and
to cut off tke Jepenese at Lre ond in the Sslamsua area from escape
rovtes, Allled troops were gcheduled to cacture Jadzeb, 20 miles north-
west of Lee znd o key to the lnrkhem River valley., Adlready & company

. or tvo of Austrrlien troops toegether with some merbers of a Feouan

infentry bsttslion, some of whom had come overlend from Weu while others

had floated down tie Wemplt Eiver from Tsili Tsilil, were al-ost within

gunshot of this objective. Since these fev hardy Jungle fighiers could

not have deslt with on enemy counterattcock in force, it had becn plenned
. to ccordinebe thelr arrival with n spectacular varstroop asssult, the

first coubrt dron in tke Southwest Pecific, 2%
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The H4th Troon farrier Wing, charged with the tranasort of the

213

. parctroopers, was alerted early in the morning of 5 Senterber. Elghty-

four of lts C-47's, flyinsg from Yards :nd Jackson dromes, were to dron
. the 5034 Parsiroop Regiment on the XKunsl gress plains of Fadzab. ZFor

8 time the tekeo-off weo deleyed owing to the failure of the radio on a
veather nlene which hed gomne ovt in advence, Dut st 0835 the first
C-471g beg n to roll off the field. Within 15 minutes three flighta
of 79 mlpnes vere in the silr, the firzt flisht consisting of the £5th
end 86th Sguedrons; ths second, of nlanes from the F?5th Groun; and

. the third, of the 4lst ond 46th Sguadrons., Cver 30-Mile Alrdrome, the
unerned ironsports met oart of their fighter cover which was o consist
of aliogt 100 vleneg--P-307g, P-47's, and P-28's, From there the 0-47's
flow seross the renges ab 9,000 feet "in Z-phiv elements, in trail, on
Yon of the broken clouvds," At Marilinosn they maneuvered Into "6-plane
elenents in step-up right echelon, all three flights abresst," and
dropred from 3,500 feet to between 400 and 500 feet, At 0948 the para-
troopers wore mlerted snd 21 minutes leter were lven the red light,

. At 1022 the first paratrooper made his jum. A4

Two drys later, Gemersl Kenney in a letter to Genersl Armold
described the entire coordinated ascault as follows: '"You alresdy know
by this time the news on the nreliminary moves to teke out Lae but I
will $ell you about the show on the B5th Senternber, when we took Nadzab
. vith 1,700 paratroons and with General Macdrthur in a B-L7 over tae

area wabching the ghow snd Jurming uo and down like a kid, I wes fly-

ing nurber twn in the asme fiight with hin end the operation really

. wie & mognificent spectocle., I truly dontt 'believe thet another air
. - “\.,,_ b .
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force ia the world todar cculéf' have mrl-. thi.s over #s nerfectly aa the

. 5th Alr Force dijd. Thres muadred snd two alr wlznes in 211, tokineg off
from eizht different fields in the lloresh- sad Dobodura rress, made a
. renpdesvous right on the noge over Merilinsn, flyines throush clouds,
nreges in the mountelns rnd aver tie tov. Wot £ single squadron did
rny eircling or strlling arovnd but 211 glid int- place like clockwork
and nroceeded on the fincl fligzht down the Vatut Velley, turned to the
rizht dowm the Yorxkham ond went direetly t3 the target., Golng north
dowm the vrlley of the Uatut from Verilinen, thle wag the nicture!

. hending the parsde o4 one thousand feet were six sguadrons-of T-25
strafers with the eizht .50 calibre gung in the nose and sixty frag
bounbs in esch bomb bay; imsedletely behind end shoud five hnndred feet
ebove were gsix A,20's flyines in polrs-three pairs ebresst-to lay smoke
ag the laat fras bomb exploded., A% shout two thougand feet and fGirectly
behind the 4-207g erne ninety six C.47's crrrylng parstrooos, suoplies
and some sriillery. Uhe 0.47's flew in thres columns of three plane
elements, ezeir eolumn earrying a beittalion set up for » narticular bste

. tallon dron 4Anp ground. On each side zlong the columm of transneris
and shout one thougend feed abave them were the close cover fichters,
Another growp of fighters sat =t seven toussnd feet and wp in the sun,

stzggered from fifteen to twenty thoussnd, wee ennther gzroup of C.47's
,[_—P-é'?‘s_’[j. Following the transnoris came five X.l7's, racks losded
. with three hundred nound nmackages vith oarachutes, to be drovned to
the varatroovers on €21l by nanel signels =s they needed them, Tbls
modile sunnly unit stoyed over Jadzeb practicerlly £1) dey serving the

‘ narn troons below, drooning & totsl of 'fif‘baen tons of supnlles in thia

1
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menner, TFollowinr the echeleon to 'the right +ad just behind the five

guntly B.17's wee 2 mrouvn of twenty four B.24's esad four B.17's which
left the eolwan Just before the Junetion of the Watut anmd the larkhem
to toke out the Jom Jefensive nogition s% Ferthls Plantation, sbout
holf way betreen Wedzeb rud Lee, Five werther shing were used prior

to ahd during the show along the route .nd over the messes to keep the
units str: ight on weather to be encountered during their flights to

the rendesvons, The brass hats flight of ihree B,17's sbove the centre
of the treasnort coluun comnleted the set um,

"The straffers checked in on the target at exactly the time set just
orior to teke-off, They straff<d and fraz bombed the whole ares in
vhiek tke jumps were to be mr de snd then as tke last bombs exnloded the
smoke leyere went to work, As the stresms of smoke were built up, the
three coluims of iransports siid into vloce snd in one minute and ten
seconds from the time the first msrsehute opened the last of 1700 pare~
trooners kad drouvned, During the operation, including the bozbing of
Heatk's, a tot=1 of ninety o tons of high exmlogive bombs were drop-
ved, thirty two tons of fragrnenteotion bo-bs :nd 42,530 rounds of
calidre +5¢ [ ,501_f and 5,180 rounds of colibre .30 zwmaltion were
expended, At the s-me time nine 3-25's and sixteen P-38's abtacked the
Jdon refuellin-~ sirdrome at Oowe (loucestor., One medium bosber =nd one
fishter on the 'rTound were burned snd three medium borhers -nd one
fizhter destroyed, Two ackack positions were ont out of sction end
several supnly and fuel dumps set on fire, Petween five onc ¢ half and

gix tons of pareliregs were drcm ed and 19 O"D_;munds of erlibre ,50
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ermmuni tion fired, Slmltpneeuslymf auforts, five A-20%g

end geven P-d0Tg from the BALF pnt the Jap refuelling field at
Geamete out of rction. Yo air intercention wes mede by the Japs on
sny of the tkree migsions, (ur only losses were two Beauforts sbot
down by sckeck at Gesmata,”

By 1204 211 trensports hnd returned safely to Port loresby. COnly
one plane, whose cargo door had blown off in the flight, failed to
commlete itg mission. The marstroopers, mosd of whom had landed in the tell
Yunei grass, et first met slight resistance except for soie sniper and
nachine-gun fire which tesporarily pinned dovn = aquad on 1ts wey to a
predesignzted zssembly point, Soon, howevsr, lisison hed been effected
vith the Austrelisns who hnd elready reached the arez by cerossing the
¥erkhcn River on 2 wmontcon bridze, snd by nighifell tke Allies were resady
to withstend 2 rathter determined a2nd noisy counterattock by swall grovos
of Jrnanese trooms, Within 24 hours Nadzab wes secured. 26

Before tvis firet dey's £figuting had cezsed, engineers end communie
cations versonnel had joined ke oaratroovers, Colonel Woodbury, whose
871let Airborne Engincer Britalion had becn in wart raarineible for the
develonment of Teili Teili, woas one of the first to lsnd a plane, He
flaw in with a wiper cub, and vnder his directions some Australlansg and
natives begon clearing sw ¥ the Funal grass, On 7 Septeumber Company 4 of
the 87let Engineers lended on thw new strion, followed on the next morning
by Company B e2nd sbortl— thersafter bv the remsinder of the bottalion,

In one of the firet trengrorte to lond on the nrimlitive strin was en air

lialgon nerty whone lesder, ;v,ISgt. Kenneth M, ‘ayton, wes asslgned to
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esteblist commmunlce=tions *ith coonerstlng #ir mnidts. In snite of o deley

radio set ~nd the nartyts jeem into the fuselage of = (47, ite redlo
stction wee on the i+ five bhours after ike rarty lenfed, ‘'fithin 2 weck
of the originsl verriroon operation, the engineers hed comdleted two wmarsllel
strins with one digmerssl loop, end hy 14 September dedzod bhad secquired
tvo parsllel runweys of 1C0 x 6,000 feet nnd » dispersal srees comable of
handlinz 36 $rrogporte simuml ten®srvaly, 27

By this time, tke ;round cramaign ageinst Lee and Salemeue woe
reoidly #nd unexvectedly verching ite climex, Lroops of the 7ih Aug-
trelien Division hed bezun b2 wour into Nedr2b by means of air transport
es soon as o lending ~re nossible, end strong elementr had driven down tre
laxkh-n velley toverd Lae., UThe caemy offered strong resistance from nre-
nered nositions, but the eidlliul Augtrelicn troons sviftly broke them,
sné 1% was scon e rree betveea the 7th Diviasion and 9th Divisicen, sdvanc—
ing from tke ersh, to seec thich wonld reaech Lee firsgt, Heanwhile the
Aneriesn e=né Austrelicn forces sutside of Salameua were relertlessly
preseings towrd thelr gosl, some adveneing along the coast, and others
down the Trancigce Hiver, On 11 Sentember ther had re’ cled the Sslemaue
pirfield, end within s fev hours 1t, tke towm eree, isthma, snd nesr-by
EKelr Village were under & fin-l assault, 28

The suececszes on the ground during Sentexber, were reriiculerly
decisive when commared with the agonirzing yardwhy-yard advence of the
previcus months. They wer: aceo:mlisghed sfter long mrenerstion by the

develosment of clever over-all strotegy elimaxed by the overvhelalng
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blows of 4 and 5 Sentember., Tre Allied {ir Yorces during September cone
. tributed thelr share in deliverins t1e imoekout. Indeed, the spectacular
naretroso droa rnd the successfnl ferrm np of the 7th Aunsiralisn Division
. wes only = mart of their contribution. Tighters weve constently on either
petrol, escort, intercention nissions, or ground elers, Bombers, in ad-
dition o bervy striles 2 ~ingt sirfields s#nd berze hideouts in New
Brd toin, renewed their sttack on the Yewslk dromes, snd carried oub 421
sorties in vhich eprroximately 800 %ons of bowbs were drooped "in sunport
off the Lae ground oner,ilons, 29
. The conmture of Salemoun on 13 September nnd of Lne three days
later, slthbough declsive $riunasmhs, 4id not end the threat of tr enemy
cotnterattsek in thet ares. Moreover, these objectives were only the first
of o long serles which were to carry Mseirthuris men for zlong the Hew
Guinea cocst. Jesenese forces were silll lecazted 2t wolnts un the Harkhem
River velley, These forces were %o be eliminated by the 7ih Aunstrilian
Diviednn, tronsnmorted oné suonlied by trosyn eerriers. An imiediate need,
therefore, wrs for airfields which couwld he used by the Austrelisng in
. mexing releotively easy honn over terrsin vhich was #1028 im~ossible to
nenatrsta on the grownd. Ag-in CGont, Dveratie Frerier wes called unon to
recomoi ter the srzr ~nd to chooge suitrble sites for dromes. He ime
medistely set out from Nadzeb in a cub ~lane, and r few minabes later
landed on 2 "lonz-level burned off mlvre" on the Lieron River a few miles
. from Jan-held Fetaoit. The letter village was the oblective of an Ausw
tralien Independent Compeny which wr« being ferried to the Leron River
gtrin 1n C-47'g., By 20 September the Austrclisas aided by Peouen in-

. fantry has rooted the enemy oud of their defense wositlons and hed

.-
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sssigted Frarier in improving the old sirdrome. Soon trensworis were

. ‘ flying in more troops end sup-lies &nd eveouating the wounded. TFrrzier
pushed on with the Austr-liens to a point on the lerkhem River near

. Sagarce. Fere some of the Diggers succeeded in vulling themselves ccross
the river b 2 rone, but the erossing wns slowv rnd exeeedingly difficult.
Aczording to sn Austrelien oflicer, an alrdrome scross the river atb
Sezerac would be vorth a battalion., By 25 September o field was loeated,
and trengiorts were agein "leap-frogging the 7th Air Borne DivisioaM
forverd.

. This nrocess of gainins control of rirfields in the Morkhrm snd
Remu River volleys was » wnrelude to further omerations to be cexrried out
egrinst lladrne end otker moints to the weat. The success of these opere~
tions would secure for the Allles the land smmrosches to the Huom
Penlnsale, HMeanvhile, however, the caoture of Lae and Salamaua, accomplished
mneh sooner themn exmected, led tn o ch nge of nlsns so fer 2s amvhidbious
operrtions vere coneerned, The originzl schedule hod included = landing
near Fingchaven sorroximately four weeks after the fall of Lee, Thisg mrint,

. gtrategically locrted on the Fuon Gulf end annroximetely 64 miles beyond

Lae, wza to be devslonad rpc » concentrrilon veint ond staging ares for
future edvences znd zs a for-ard base for sireraft  nd light surface shins,
The weakness thet the Jepenese had displayed in the arer, howsver, en~
conrsged the officers of the Seventh Amphiblous Forece and of the First
Avatrrlian Corps to consider on 17 Sentember a nossible acceleration of the
timetable. Thre- dsys later, Generz) MachArtkur swwroved vlans wkich

scheduled the Finschaven landing for 22 Sentenmber, al
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Legs tken five doys, therefore, elepsed tetween the decision to
stege the operction end Fohrur, Obviously there wee no tie for a re-

hearssl, but tke Lre operstion had wrovided the necessey exnerience.

Troope flushed with victorr were at nesr-by Lee, and landing erofd ond

cestroyers had hrd ¢ fe: d ye of wokecmn at Hilne E-y., e air force too

hed vrofited by its contritutiocn in the canture of Lee. Ag the landing

cr-it movel frenm Bume to Lme for tae new auphiblous venture and as the

troops end eaulnment were loaded threre, the Fifth Air Force nrovided allost
Reid agein acted

continuous fishter cover at two levels, znd the deptroyer

ag a fighter-contral ahip.

congtznbly ith the convoy.

Cn thls occesion, however, the Reld remained

It wes believed that since a large force of

fightere were to wrovide 7 constent escors, beirer coantact could be nro-

vided there rather then from o voint 80 to 70 niles away.

Megnwhile, Allied borber units cerried out attscka on Japenese
sirfields, sunoly dumms, asnd reinforcenment routes to Fluscheven., On
20 Sentemter, 12 B«24'g started Wlerge fuel fires" on Wewar and Sorsm alr-
dromes; ond 47 B-25's, 8 Bel7'n, ond ? P-39's struck ot bridges, trucks,
ard brreges in tae ledeng ares. On the following day, 16 3-25's followed
up tkat sttoch, destroyine four bridges rnd etr~fing crrps and villages,
while Besuforts rnd DAAT A~20's kit Casmets and 272 B-24's bowbed bivouae

1
arers cad svooly dums et Ceme Cloucester, 83

During tke night of 21-22 Sentewber the convoy, which had been
loaded ¢t Lee, moved east along the corst smd rounded the tin of the Huon
Penirngaile,

Phe lending wes to teke nlice ot "Sezrlei! Bench near the Sorg

River., altkouch the besch ked been carefnlly chosen, the informstion
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avallsrble to the ammhiblons force on its cherreteristics left much &> be
. deglred, A small wart- had sconted tre shore frow 11 to 14 Sentewber,
but Jemanese eotivity in tke sres hed thverted efforis to obtein lnfrrma-
. tion. Useful photosrsnis elsy werr lrckine. Only one set of oblinues
wee avrilable to the Seventh Axmbibious Force on L7 Sentember, citrough
anecirl low obliques and verticols had nrevicugly been recuested. Several
sets nf low verticrls were taken rnd delivered during the night of 19
Senterber, bub the set of black ond vhite mrintes, w"ich wss furnished, in-
cluded unfortunstely only one esrner of tte beach, 2nd aecording o the
. nevrl resort, "were voluelese for berch infornmetion,' A mhotosrmwh in
color coveres the be-ch end the shoel waber on the sonthern half of the
besen, This, torether wiith nhotosrrpkle internret: tion previously seen by
nevel officers ot Port Yoresby, resvlted in n declsion %o becch only 3
L5l g simvltenecusly.

The landing w-ich occurred £t (440 on 27 Seuviewmber was nreceded
by » gharw navsl bormberdment. There wes ns nre-invesion etrafing of the
bercken, brt long befores devn the oir asseult comuenced agrinst other

. points, Twenty-one B-"d'g of the 64th and 4034 Sourdrons begen to neuntrrl-
ize the Cepe Gloneester sirfields shortly after 0300, Four and = half
honrg later, 12 P.28%g of the 90th Attrek Scumdrm.l eoneluded tkat ssgault

migirum
by drooning 92 x 300-1b, delayed-seilon bobs fror_w/ pltitude on AA positions
rnd fuel durms, rnf sooerently rondered the strin unservicerble, At (945,
. 8 A=20%g of the 89+h Somedron, followed within kalf sn hour by 18 B-25's
of tke %tk znd 17th Svuadrens, struck ot Fincchrven itgelf, The A-20's

drovted 46 bombs on the village =nd 10 on the beach snd mede 33 sirsfing
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vagsee, with the reeult thet 211l bulldings were destroyed.' The Bw.25%s
alge bit some dudldings, but the weather wag cloudy znd thelr results
were generslly unobserved,

Mesnwbile, the Austroalians vere meking reoid progress., After

consolidating the becchhead, 2nd bresking through newly prerared positions
neex~by, bthey pushed forward toward the 2ir girlp, An elr lialson nar ty
under the exmimend of Caotain Terrell hed landed with the first waves, bub
et firgt there wms litile need for direct ~ir cooverstion. The lending
wes virtuslly unopposed, ond within seven hours 5,300 {roops, 180 vehlcles,
22 cons (Austrezlian 28-pounders and 40-mri, 43), and 850 tons of supnlies
end esvinnent hed been lended,

Shortly before noon the ships in the convey welghed znchor, and
sterted brek fowsrd Puns, Untill acw the ammhibicus force hed met litfle
or no zir ovnosition, Less then ar hour efter the denarture frou tke
Fingchaven aren, however, the fishter controller on tre Heid begin to
chert a formidetle series of nlots comings from Wew Britein and within less
them 70 miles of the Jestroyers., Obvicusly, thelr objective wrs the convoy,
but the Jowanese hréd chosen rn inopportune tise, from thelr wmoint of view,
for thls stirer, 4t lesst threc Americrn squedrons, the Hlst with P-47's,
the Z5th with P=40Y's, znd the 29tk vith P=38's, hed been netrolling the
Lae-Fingcheven erez for severrl hnures, They were scheduled for relief
wiithin 7 very fev pinutes, tub they hed sufficlent fuel left for verhaps
sn bour of combrt flyine, The relievirg sousdrong, the Sth rsnd the 4324,
were nrensring to teke off skortl vefere noon for their scheduled wairol.

Thms =%t least five fighter gounrdrons we-= aveilable for interception,
?*‘w" - I \ a e
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Captein Bell rud nis crew on the Reid a% once directed btue five
sonedrons of fighters to take mositions shove the comvoy. Cue sovadron
cleimed that the conbrollers renortcd the enemy et the 'rong cltltude, but
Brll bkad tried &+ ovrovide rzinst thie contingency by gtegeering flighte
of fighters &% eltitudes from 14,000 to 20,070 feet, The Jagrnese nlanes,
fronm 20 to 20 bombers smd from 70 to 40 fighters, flew unhesitabingly into
the trep. In less then sn hour the Auseric n firhters had shet dovn from
10 to 14 borbers znd 29 £i-hters. The destroyers' antlaircraft, mesnwhile,
kad kmocked out nine of 10 tornedo wlenes whlch had swent in a2t such &
low rltitude that the reder hed friled to detect them, o drma~e wes done
to tre Allied convoy in trls ebteck, snd out of three P-38's skot down 2t
lecst one nilot was saved,

Fingekeven, in the mesntime, was becoming tie objective for another
vincer operstion, In additlon to the atsbr lisns lended on Scarlet Fesch,
others were working wn from thelr errlier l-nlings ot Hov 1 villege, This
letter cdvence ot first wede only slow nrosress, but by 23 Septerber tke
mein foree kad ermbured cne of the Tinscheven siv string, snd rn adr
1ieison verty had eatrblished ibs redic seb ot the south end, Ihe o mpaiem,
sltbough going sccording to plan, wes diffienlt, Stronz ground wmositions
gsouth of tre suiftly floving Bumi Biver hed to De knocked out one by one,
and Japanese alr atteck necasionslly hemmered the advence. On 24 September,
for exemvle, nine enemy bombers sitfachked the sir liedson narty's hesdquarbera.
The fivet wvornine 127 glven by Pthe rin of strafing ,une,M  Then esme the
freg bombs, The redio set wrg lmocked out, snd three of the party includ-

ing Centein Perrell, its commender, ve-- killed, 39
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The scrle of Jananeqe ef.orvt, however, wrg insignifice nt when
. cormered vith thst of tre Pifth Alr “oree. DNoutlne oitrcks vere continued
on 2irlfields % Croe Gloucester ~ad Geomat~, on brrge hideouts in lew
’ . Britein and et Guines, wnd on eom mnicrtiong in sie ladenm eres; bub the
heaviest cht-clts, eg in the wrevious montl., were againgis the iy rnd ship-
ning freilitien ot Vewrk, For ihege miassions, sowe oF tho fighterg whieh
nrovided the ercort ugmed gervicing ‘nd refueling freilities &t rn edvonced
alrfield rouroxi. 2tely threr miles from the ruck-bombed Austr lizn posi
8t Bene Benr, A detceivient of the 478th Service Sousdron consisting of
. 14 enlisted mez: and eom.ended bw Li, Willlam &, Porter ked landed on that
remote field, kmown 78 et Gardka, on 31 Adugust, Within a fev hours they
ked dispersed fuel drumsg, oxygen cylinders, rnd thelr migcellaneous e uip-
ment around the gtrin and nren-red = cempslte nerreby. TFor t:e next few
weeks, trey had walded Tor tke wrojectesd Yerzkr striires, mesnvkile enjoy—
ing rn ocersion~l softhall grme with the "Angtralian Indenendents" who
vatrolled trot ores. On 25 Senbenber, the Amerierns were instricted to
wrenere for servieing rnd refueling., 3By 0320 of the followlng dry the
. firet nlsnes ked srrived, mud vithin - slord $me 42 flehters wevre belng
gserviced on the strin,
Thne the steze woo zgrin set for zn overvhelming sitaes agrinet
the most immorisont Jansnese bese in New Cuines, On 26 Sentember 11 B-24's
protected by 15 P-38%'s dronved orwoximately 35 tons of bowbg on But and
. Degur rirdromes: on the following doy L7 Buldlg, follaowed on kour later
Ty 90 4o0-100 B-258Ys, swent over airfields rrnd herbor inst2llations, dropning

morc thrn 1E0 tons of bhoubs, IThree B-’-’5's were shot dovn bv sntisircreft,
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Tt zecording o the officirl renort the E-25's "left 3 tenkers rfire sad

sin’:ing, senlr or nrobobly destroyed 4 x 1000/5000-ton merchent vessels,
destroved or severelv damvged S luzgers, 5 leunches, 10/14 borges." In
addition, there wra on "estianted tot-l j,-of,_:f 50 grounded slrcreft
destroyed! on the rirfields, In Hhe meantime, rm overvheluinz cover of
121 Allied fizhters skot do'm eixht of 20 Jananeae intercentors that
ventured into the riv, On 28 Septomber, just before noon, 40 B-2ila
gr-in with strong fishter proteckion, hit svmly dumms in Wewslr town and
on the slrdromes, Alwmost 130 $ons of bombs were dronged, znd scenrding
to the offieisl rensrt the main ammund tion =ad fuel durms were '"econsidered
destroyed, ! 4

The town of Finschaven fell to the augtrslisn weterung of the Bth
Division on 2 Qetober, 10 drys affer Hl.e comhibious landing., the lest
doys of the crapaign were marksd by stiff enecmy recicsteace overcome only
by bhand-to=hand fightirg rnce br elose esoperrtion of alr unite Inelnding
g aquadrsen of HAAF Venpear: élva bombers, Other Augtrelisns moving ropldly
along the coast from thelr nositions ab Topol arrived in ¥me to cub off
the ese e to the amth of mruy of the Jonenese zorrison.

The eronture of Finschaven by uo merns ended ths commaizn, 4 part
of the rorrigon had eserved northwsrd to Saticlbers, and nomy other
Jopanese strongholds in New Guines had not yebt besn touched, Zven Wewak

hed only besn nsabtr-lized. The offensive hod just begun. 42
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The czamelgn ending with the centure of Pinschaven rad not only
estrblished an Allied control of the Fuon Gulf ares, but had Alre 3y
given wronice of farther gncecesses which vere to lesd eventurlly to the
recoanuest of the Prilionines., Fhe offensive nothern outlined by Genersl
Jeehrthur months before, in vhich lend #nd novel forees were to selge
wolnts dor the wrogressive rav ace of ailr boses, wes belng nmved strotesie
eally end tzeticrlly gound, Thig reouirad the use of rir, lesnd, and sen
forces in » close coordinstion in which the role of lond forees was %o
assist in pushing aiv units forwrrd., Bnt If the role of the infantrynen
exoressad in bthese terns “~ g o svordinrte one, it wsg certalnly the
tougtest of £11 assisnments, Theirs wrg the ta:dc of rooting the Jep ovi
of his cleverly constructed duwoud, of nmerforming nerve-wracking jungle
netrols, omd of living in counstnt contret rith jJunsle insects «nd disesse,
In ¢ tierter econsidered second-rv in immort-nee, they hod 1ittle nrosnect
of relief, 8o for ro the pround unite imiedintcly involved werc concerned,
whie firet rrest offenslve crimnign wes wrimearily en Angfrelisn show.
sagtrelicn indevwendsnt eompanies, nilitis wnide, rnd Frouven inf adry come
nended by ANGAW officers bod foupsbt szn unbelievedly herioce cumsiem in
tee 1poletesd Wru, Dubo, #nd ZBent Benn arers, end the vebersn 7th ~nd 2th
austrrlien Divisions hed c¢wnbured Lee ond Tinschsven, DBut gonme dmericin

ground uritz ked 2les eontributed thelr shera, The 16724 Resiment, for
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exormle, ted: eon 29 June ond 1 Septesiber had been in oluost constoant
cont- ¢t itk the enewy, sowe for re greh ws 30 & ys vithoubd rellef,
Act22lly with the exigencles of the ¢ imelgn, no rot~tion or relief was
noasible, The reziment krd suffered tiae followine easusliles: 5 ofiicers
snd 82 enlisted wmen killed, 46 ofiicers rnd 342 enlisted men wounded. Ihe
T/0 strength for tke reximeas vms 120 officers tnd 3,374 enliglted nen, The
effective comb~t strength c¢ of 2 Sentenmber uns 73 oflicers rnd 1,084 men,
Al %honsh lond retion hrd been wrimerily in Justr-lien hands from Fune
through Tinsel-ven, the oir overrtlons, ri lesok in tas Vortherstern Ares,
were aredorinertly fmerie-a, Tad BAVF, %o de ~ure, contributer of lecst
one Peaufirkber, one Feswfort, ane A-20, rHud tin or thre P-40 Sousdrons
to the offcnsive, Tut thers mlayed ¢ subordincte role to that of the Tifth
Ar Torece, to thiech the Austr 1irn unitz werc sitr-ked for onerstionazl
nurnsses, ahroughout the Tuon Feninsulsa Crmmsign, from Janlery to Cetober,
the functions of the FTifth Lir Toree rervined crhiefly those of r teetiend
zir forcet %o defent the encnyv zir foree, to isolebe the beittlefield, and
to carry out sorties in Gir=ct coonerction with the sround foreces.

Froa Jenusry thraush June 1242, the Fifth 4lr Torce had more $h n lt
covld Go in merforming these funetlens, It comb-t units were 11{tle uore
nunerons tren they ked been Shrouskeout the £:11 of 1342--twn he:vy, one
and one-helf medium, snd one lihy borbrerdmeat froung, thres fisrhter zrouns,
and tws troop errrier gryups. Horeover, meny of these units wers equinved
with vorn-out slrereft ~nd wvere nanned by wer—weary mnersonnely tihe flow of
replecenents, both in evvinment -nd persommel, counld not be relied usens

and even those units resdr Fnr co?git freﬂlentl" hr4 th e used fov other
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thrm troe coubed mlssions. The rrest mejeridty of heavv-bond:rdinent
. gortle~, Tor exsmle, weprs for reesnndlessnes ~nr-oses, usually flown
slingly. Such flights vers wit: ), tul nevertinglese red ced t9 the nmuaber
. of B-17's sud Ra2ilg pyileble to corr— ont bombrrdent migsions., ilediunm
borbers too wer- uged for other th'n combrt nurasses. Sone =2B5Ta were
employed o eonvov ghiw dp~, others cirried out rnbisubmarine natenls,
courier flizhts, i even suwanly=dronainy mis~iong, Indeed in anril znd
ioery of 211 Doxb units, there were freruently only tvo squadirons, one of
dw20Vs rnd the other of Pu75's, uged entirelyr for co bt ooerations,

. Under theose oiroumstonesr, it ves fortuncte that Gener~l Eenney hed
aveilable ¢ cozvelent snd ndesustely eflicient service com.and, .he
demots % Zrigb-ne, .o'msville, :nd lefer £t Fort l'arvesb.- serfarmed wonders
in erscting rod selntaining the enuinment vhieh constantl - flowed bhrough
the nwierous shorg, By skillful workmenshin, thzir engineers :nd ‘radzetecrs!
contributed 5o the efficlency of the relativaly fe combrt unlts. lMore-
over their ingenulty in modificstion adfed arasnent rnd fuel truks which
inerecged she rince cud the gensrl eficetivenesc of borbers ond fighters

. tnd thereby ~ided in the nerfection of nev co Bt tectles.

By midsumser the situction h»4 renidly imnrove’i. There was some
nrowige o7 o reculnr flow of rttriticn nersd>n:cl to the Southwest Pacific,
rnd of the replacement of ontunded riverrft b new models more heavily
ermoyed rnd loprer rraged, Mumerous reluforcementc ton had arrivel b the

. f:1l. Tke co~trt units hed incressed to thres he vy, thres medium, and
one light boubrrdment grovms, five fighter srow-s, snd four snd one-half

troon corricr grouws; the Service Comumnd to five rir dewot srouws, elzht
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gervice grouvs of three soucdrons erch, and thres addlitionnl service
. SNUSAroT e, 2
Thus the Tifth Alr Force was ropidly becoming sbrong epough to enrry
. out its tzctical functions, Particulerly succesaful were its effortas in
nerforming what wag merhens its tesk of highest nriorlty: the defeat of
the eneny pir force. 3Bonbers and fightersy coatri‘bute&_ eauelly in establishe
ins on alr superlority over Tortkeest New Guines and iew Britain. Fighters
in defernding Allied brmes rnd in escorting bosbers ~nd transports ren up
an irpressive seore meintaining close to o 10 to 1 ratio of wins over
. logses, Torberg, generrlly auccessful in defending themselves agrinst
Jenenese firshters, won pevhons thelr grestest vietories of the esrmaign in
August and Sentember when they were offlelelly credited with Jestroying
over 230 wlenes on the ground, ~wost of these ot Yevek., Indeed the Jopsnese
eir forces in the erce had besn so eommletely cowed that from Jammery %o
September 1547, they cerried out no more thrn An averege of one sortie per
borber mer month, according to Allled Intelligence estimates.3
In igolating the battlefleld, tre FPifth Air Force met with mixed sue-

. cess, TFollowing the eneny's disagtrous defeat in the Bigmarck Ses action

of Karch, few if suy Jonenege convoye attemmted 4o penetrste the Huon Gulf.
Tor a tine, rowever, £ll kinds of shimming npoured into Hanse By, Wewsk
hertor, Eollandis, =znd other noints in New Guines further to the northwest,
Hesvy bomters cerried out numerous sirikes with some success sgeinst these
. coneentrations, bubt nodb uniil August did medium bombers begin to gween over
Hanga Bry end Yewerk st mecthead level snd thus thresten o establish a

serious blockede of kot vorilon of ihe comst, As it beceme inerezsingly
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difficult for thelr esrgoe veseels fo resch New Guine~, the Jsvsnese began
. to rely more end more uvon brrges, submerines, end deatroyers. The Tifth
Air Torce, therefore, incresced the nunber of sortles sreinst rivers £nd
. legoons vhere smell vessels could teke rvefuge. Butb eneny brrges were
nunerous ~nd elusive, and tke treffic weg never entirely eliminated. Wtk
borbing efforts corcentrstied unon objectives in New Gulner snd in Southern
Wew Briteir, otker tzrgets of im-ortence such as Rebrul, Kovieng, &nd Buka
received less ctiention from the ¥ifth Aly Foree in the sumuer th*n in
previous monthc., Iven then results hed frequently been deseritbed as un-
. observed, slthouzh the berassing effect of Vhe Jenuary, February, anc some
of tke leter roids must heve been considersble, 4n entry for 5 Februery
in a covtured Jewenese dlary, for exemole, stefed thet "During the stey in
Brbeul there wig a reld every ni~hs, Allied »lenes usuelly bonbed sbout
6 to 7,000 feet r% night. During one reid two Javanese fighters and one
borber were destroved. Cn anotker occesior between February 5 end 10, &
single bomber (Tortress) slided in with engines cut, at very low el titude
£rd bombed & lire oF fighters on Lekunel sirin. Severzl ceught fire eond,
. atded by tke wing, 30 or A fighters rmd 3 bowbers vere destroyeds™ 4
Tefinite results of corties esrried out in direct coopermiion with
ground troons were slso 8ifficult to determine. Jungle couniry wes not
suited to such operstionr, "mé mest bomblags hed to be cerrled out beyond
a bonb line, »t 2 snfe distence from friendly troops. Tialson parties,
. however, were convinced of the success of meny of tke =ir attacks nmon
cerefully selected strong-poinbs, snd there is little doubt that the
constent hemvering of trscke, sunmnly moints, snd airfields in the Lipgm

. Selgmsue erea contributed much to ite sveedy esrnuest vken the offensive
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