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OWN THE ROADS...
THE TRAILS, AND
EVERYWHERE ,

IN BETWEEN.

Power meets agility...and luxury meets strength.
It's time for RANGE ROVER SPORT, AN ALL-NEW
SPORTS TOURING SUV FROM LAND ROVER.
Put the medal to the metal and let the
300-horsepower quad-cam V8 power

you away. And since it’s a Land Rover,

you can climb mountains or cross

deserts...all with the ease of

crossing town.

Best of all, the Range Rover Sport
has NOW ARRIVED at LAND ROVER
FARMINGTON HILLS.

Land Rover Farmington Hills
is Southeast Michigan's only
Land Rover Centre. Visit us
today to test drive any Land
Rover on our rugged test
course designed to put

sport uftilities to the test.

Contact Tom, Your A-Plan Specialist
(248) 921-0257

LAND ROVER FARMINGTON HILLS e
38200 Grand River Ave.
Farmington Hills, Ml 48335




ME CHANNEL. ISN'T THAT GREAT?

Y e

Thousands of shows... millions of different viewers... Nielsen counts them all.

No one watches television just like everyone else, so it's important that
programmers and advertisers know what viewers watch. As the TV ratings o
company, we work hard to accurately measure the differences in television I\
viewership. That’s why we recruit people like you to make sure that every .
community is fairly represented and everyone is counted. N Ielsen

For more information, visit www.nielsenmedia.com. Media Research

v avnu business  ©2005, Nielsen Media Research. All Rights Reserved. Every view counts.



PROTECTING AMERICA, PRESERVING FREEDOM

FOR YOU

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

The mission of the Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties is to assist the dedicated men and
women of this Department in securing our country while preserving our freedoms and our way of life.

If you have a comment or complaint, please contact us.

WE NEED YOUR HELP

U.S. Department of Homeland Security Office for Civil Rights and
..\/—}?.-

(=) IS-I()me:land Civil Liberties » Washington, DC 20528 « 1-866-644-8360
Q¥ dECurity 1.866-644-8361 (TTY) 202-401-4708 (Fax) civil.liberties@dhs.gov
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Welcome to YOUR Lebanese Monthly Magazine!

Editor-in-Chief John Akouri, through the magic of the written word,
welcomes any and all who flip through our pages consuming news,
knowledge, culture, fun and information.

8 SHOUFIMAFI - National & Local LebScene

Bill Clinton and Paul Anka lead a star-studded gala honoring Lebanese
Pride of Heritage in California; RMF Benefit receives surprise grant;
ALNM Day in Houston, DHS official visit Michgan, and much more

The Great Lebanese Voice of The Great Lakes

Detroit radio’s WJR-AM 760 morning personality Paul W. Smith talks
about Grandma Sadie, his Zahle roots, picking wild Grapeleaves and
growing up Lebanese in the Midwest.

]6 Making Waves: Swimmer has Olympic ambitions

Lebanese High School student Katya Bachrouche may be one of the
best all-around swimmers to come out of the Farmington district, and
she’s only just begun her junior year.

Lebanese Photographer of International renown

Fred J. Maroon created one of the best-known and most highly-
regarded photographic collections of Washington, DC, the city in
which he lived — and the city that he loved.

departments

11 SALAWAT / Prayers 21 SOUWAR / Pictures
A directory of worship Crave turns one -
and prayer LACOM 2005 Gala

15 MABROUK / Congratulations 23 SOUK / e-Street
A former Miss Lebanon Season’s Greetings
ties the knot and Holiday Memories

17 Where are they now? 24 ZAMANAT / Bygones
The ‘Lion of Lebanon’ roars Coming to America:
softly in Los Angeles an interactive pictorial

COVER: Photograph by Phil & Jackie Spangle
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lebanese 24-HOUR CLOSINGS

MONTHLY B MAGAZINE

For the Real Estate Owned (REO)
Publisher

The Lebanese American News Agency, Inc. investor community, fast and accurate
Founder & Editor-in-Chief ¢ John G. Akouri

Executive Consultant ¢ Sami A. Maassarani . tltle Services are im perative. Bank-
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Contributing Writers

Washington, DC ¢ joe Tabet
Chicago e Daisy Malek-Shadid
Houston ¢ Hamid C. Kantara
Miami ¢ Eddie Michel Fadel
Windsor ¢ Karim Haddad

We provide purchase, closing,
settlement, and title curative
services — with 24-hour closings
in most real estate ownership Q ®
issues. With our extensive & Tltle
experience and expertise, we

agency, imc.

Guest Writers
George Haddy
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a word from the editor

elcome to Lebanese Monthly Magazine As

N -x / Editor-in-Chief and on behalf of our pub-

lisher LANA-USA, we are pleased to pres-

ent to you our premiere contemporary and dynamic

newsmagazine and in doing so, I would like to per-

sonally say Ablan-wa-Sablan to this special double
inaugural issue.

Lebanese Monthly is a new and unique feature-
oriented and interactive lifestyle newsmagazine offer-
ing readers engaging articles while celebrating
Lebanese Americans and their lifestyles, work, trav-
els, attitudes and culture. We will define the jet set
Lebanese American community extravagantly from
elected officials to business moguls to movie stars to
ordinary citizens. And we plan to cover it exuberant-
ly, showing the unexpected, meaningful, and whim-
sical ways that affect our daily lives. Each month
inside our magazine readers can enjoy the highlights
marking the triumphs, achievements and everyday
lifestyles of the Lebanese American community.

Tradition

Metro Detroit and its suburbs are truly a multi-
cultural mosaic of various traditions and ethnicities
woven into the fabric of one community. And in the
traditional customs of The Lebanese Gazette, The
Morning Tribune, and other pioneers who laid the
ground work for future generations to come with
their newspapers and publications, we the next gen-
eration of Lebanese Americans seek to build upon
the early foundation of their success and carry on
their work with the debut of our new illustrated
newsmagazine heralding Lebanese American arts,
culture, news and features that is smart, good-look-
ing, confident, and elegant with an energetic style
and a winning way with words.

Whether we take a stroll down memory lane or
cruise the super information highway, Lebanese
Monthly’s colorfully articulated pages of stories,
images and profiles will reflect the pulse of our com-
munity. Lebanese Monthly seeks to stand out
among local magazines and suit the lifestyle of even
the most discriminating tastes. With departments
like Souwar, Zamanat, Salawat, Mabrouk! & Souk,
and references guides, directories & features, along
with our ClubLeb, LebScene and Great Lebanese
American sections - you will want to be sure to
include Lebanese Monthly as part of your reading
and have around your coffee table to refer back to
time and again.

Thank You

There are many people to thank for their sup-
port and inevitably I will forget to mention a name,
so in advance please forgive me if I do. First and
foremost, I thank God for the wisdom, strength and
courage He has bestowed upon me to succeed. No
man can be successful without the backing of his
family and I thank my parents, siblings, nieces and

nephews for their continued love and support. I
wish to thank Paul W. Smith for gracing the front
covers of our first edition. His love of family, zest
for life, and pride of heritage serve to inspire any
individual who aspires to behold his roots. And
finally, it is truly our advertisers who made all of this
become a reality and I thank them for standing with
us as we begin this new venture.

From as early as I can remember, I have always
loved the fact that I am an American of Lebanese
descent. The pride and fulfillment that both sets of
grandparents traveled as immigrants to a new land
called America to make a new life for their families
yet never forgetting their roots, their heritage and
their culture by passing these traditions on to their
children and their children’s children for generations
to come. I dedicate this magazine to their legacy
and the love of faith, country and family that they
instilled in us and remains to this day. The road
called life has not always been easy, especially in
these times. But if there’s one thing I've learned
along the way it is not to avoid obstacles - but rather:
defeat them.

Visit Us Often

Locally, Lebanese Monthly Magazine will be
available complimentary - and throughout the US, it
is obtainable via subscription. Additionally, Lebanese
Monthly can also be viewed online as readers have
access to the magazine via our highly promoted inter-
active Internet website: www.lebanesemonthly.com.
Whether you're at the workplace, in the family room,
sipping java, waiting for a table, collecting the day’s
mail or just simply shopping - sit back, relax and
enjoy your new Lebanese Monthly magazine.

So Yallah! that's Lebanese Monthly. We hope
you enjoy reading it as much as we’ve enjoyed cre-
ating it. It's the first of its kind setting out to make
a newsmagazine where you might find something to
feed your enthusiasm, spark your curiosity or learn
about the many contributions Lebanese people have
made over the centuries that affect until now our
everyday lives. If we're doing it right or slipping off
the mark, please let us know, your input is critical.
Our second issue will contain your feedback in our
first ‘Makateeb’ letters to the editor section, which
you can eMail to letters@lebanesemonthly.com. We
hope you will be informed, interactive, entertained
and come along with us for the ride - it’s going to be
amazing - because as Lebanese American actor
Danny Thomas once said: “He who denies his
Heritage, has no Heritage.” [EX

John G. Akouri
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Making IT Matter™

Solutions...
Outside The Box

o -

Information Technology &
eBusiness Solutions.

IT Consulting | Business Process Outsourcing | Project Management

How can Atrient help your business?

info@atrient.com | www.atrient.com | 248.458.1963

 WALID KHAL FE'
FADI KHALIFE

21700 Greenfield Road, Suite 310
Oak Park. Ml 48237

(248) 968-1212

Fax: (248) 968-1959

1-800-462-2028

LET US HELP YOU
WITH YOUR PROBLEM'

We are

Brian Muawad and ¢
Elias Muawad

... Awlad Arab.

We are a third generation of Arab American
Lebanese descent.. and we can help you!

¢ Personal Injury * Real Estate

¢ Auto Accidents ¢ Business Transactions
* Medical Malpractice * Business Sales
¢ Slip and Fall

* Worker’s Compensation

¢ Liquor License

e Lemon Law

¢ Business Litigation ¢ Credit Reporting Problems M"L‘lm@
e Criminal Law ¢ Other areas of Law JL" .J?_
We are Experienced, and we will do our best to
serve your needs and defend your rights. _
: - | |
Call now for a Free consultation to get the most - U -

value for your case.
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Houston Mayor proclaims
November 22, 2005 as “American
Lebanese National Movement Day”

HOUSTON, TX - Over one hundred American
Lebanese National Movement members and
supporters  celebrated
Independence Day at a
dinner gala at the Marriott
Hotel, across the Galleria.
Houston Council woman,

Dr. Shelley Sekula
Gibbs, and  world-
renowned professor

. Philip Salem were the
guest speakers at the event. Their support of
ALNM and the Lebanese community is immeas-
urable. After her eloquent from the heart
speech, Councilwoman Sekula Gibbs presented
Dr. Mazin Moufarij with a Certificate of
Recognition for his leadership and efforts for
the Lebanese community and ALNM. Council
woman Sekula Gibbs also
presented Dr. Moufarij a

Proclamation from Bill
White the Mayor of
Houston part of which

states “The City of Houston
salutes and commends the
organizers and participants
of this worthwhile endeav-
or, and extends best wishes
for continued success.” “Therefore, I, Bill
White, Mayor of the City of Houston, herby
proclaim November 22, 2005 as American
Lebanese National Movement day.” The
American Lebanese National Movement is a
civil, charitable and independent association
with no political or religious character.

- Dr. Hamid Kantara

Rene Moawad Foundation receives
$2M grant from USAID

WASHINGTON, DC - The Rene Moawad
Foundation’s Annual benefit gala was held
recently at the Ritz v :

Carlton Hotel and :
brought together
approximately 415
people from the
Lebanese-American
and Arab American
communities as
well as  many !
friends of Lebanon. The Master of Ceremonies
for the evening was former US Ambassador to
Lebanon and newly elected Board Member of
the Rene Moawad Foundation, Ambassador
Vincent Battle. Many US administration offi-
cials heavily attended the event from the State

national l@Dscene

Department, the
White House and
USAID. Former

Assistant Secretary of
Defense and the cur-
rent President of the
World Bank Paul
Wolfowitz as well as
the former Foreign
Minister of Spain
Ana Palacio were
also present. Many
members of the Arab
Diplomatic corps were
also in attendance:
The Ambassadors of
Lebanon, Yemen,
Bahrain the Arab
League as well as
representatives of the UAE and Qatar, Saudi
Arabia.

The Rene Moawad Foundation Distinguished
Achievement and Community Service Award
was presented by HE Nayla Moawad to for-
mer CEO of ALSAC /St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, Mr. Richard Shadyac, Sr.
Vice President of CHF International, Dr. Judith
Hermanson surprised the audience by pre-
senting the Rene Moawad Foundation and its
President and Founder Nayla Moawad with a
giant $2,000,000 check for a grant from USAID
for Expanding Economic Opportunities in
Lebanon. As part of the Foundation’s annual
efforts to promote a Lebanese artist in penetrat-
ing the US market, a fashion show was held by
Lebanese Fashion designer Gemy Malouf.
Some 25 stores in the United States are already
carrying Ms. Malouf’s couture a porter alone.

- Nadia Abourizk-Asaad

Bill Clinton, Paul Anka attend
House of Lebanon ‘Pride of
Heritage’ Gala in California

BEVERLY HILLS, CA - The House of Lebanon
annual banquet was a night to remember. The
theme of the evening was the Ray R. Irani
“Pride of Heritage” award. The award is given
annually by the House of Lebanon to an indi-
vidual who best exemplifies those qualities that
have distinguished Lebanese Americans - Love
of family and country, generosity of spirit, ded-
ication to the community, excellence in busi-
ness or profession. Dr. Ray Irani presented the
award to Ambassador Gilbert Chagoury on
behalf of the House of Lebanon. Ambassador
Chagoury welcomed President Bill Clinton,
and called him a model of the American dream.
He prompted Lebanese to unite and to set dif-
ferences aside. He reminded the audience that

in time of strife, Lebanese from all sects died
together fighting for the independence of
Lebanon. Dr. Irani presented to President

Clinton the House of Lebanon commemorative
gold medallion, with President Clinton’s bust
on one side, and the House of Lebanon logo in
color on the other side. President Clinton said,
Ambassador Chagoury, Dr. Irani,
Congressman Darrel Issa, and International
singer Paul Anka, who were both among the
guests, have left an indelible mark on the well
being of the American society. He said that the
Lebanese are great and successful people,
especially when they are outside Lebanon. He
prompted the Lebanese people to put differ-
ences aside and help Lebanon regain its glory.
He asked the audience to be ¢ Citizens of the
world and native children of the homeland”.
He ended by saying to all Lebanese “ Here is
your chance, don’t blow it”. - Kanan Hamzeh
& George Haddy

American and Lebanese Dancing
Together New York Meets Beirut

NEW YORK & BEIRUT - Culture Connect
envoy Lydia Tetzlaff (Battery Dance

- Company, New York)
offered master classes
and workshops to
Lebanese dancers of

Maqgamat Dance
Company and
Caracallah Dance

troupe and school, during a five-day visit to
Beirut. Culture Connect aims to encourage tal-
ented young people of different cultures and
backgrounds to share their common passion
for art. Tetzlaff enthused about her visit to
Lebanon, saying, “I take back to the U.S. so
much knowledge of what is going on here on
a cultural level, as well as meet talented peo-
ple.” Culture Connect Ambassador Yo Yo Ma,
the renowned cello player, visited Lebanon in
2004, under the auspices of this Department of
State-funded program. - US Embassy in Beirut



Wayne State names residence hall
for benefactor Yousif B. Ghafari

DETROIT - Wayne State University honored a
major benefactor when the university held cer-
emonies to rename its former North Residence
Hall after Yousif B. Ghafari, chairman of
Ghafari Associates. Located in the heart of cam-
pus adjacent to the
Undergraduate Library
and near the popular
Mort Harris Recreation
and Fitness Center, it
houses approximately
400 students. A Wayne
State alumnus and
member of the WSU
Foundation board and
the capital campaign
steering committee,
Ghafari gave the university’s current fundrais-
ing campaign a major boost earlier this year
with a pledge of $9 million. The gift will be
used to support WSU’s planned new
Engineering Development Center as well as
providing endowments for student programs
and scholarships, mathematics, engineering
and medicine. Ghafari received the university’s
Corporate Leadership Award in 1994. In 1990,
he received the Distinguished Engineering
Alumni Award and was named to the College
of Engineering’s Hall of Fame. He also has
received numerous awards from community
organizations, including the American Cancer
Society, International Heritage Hall of Fame
and the Boy Scouts of America. — Wayne State
University Press

David Adamany

Meals on Wheels gets boost from
Gala dinner

SOUTHFIELD - In a celebration of \QaZ
Lebanese culture, more than 200 m
people of various backgrounds gath-

ered at a party at Edward Moussawar’s
Kabobgy to benefit Holiday Meals on Wheels.
Guests enjoyed belly dancers, smoking the
nargila and eating from an elaborate spread of
authentic Lebanese food. Meals on Wheels is a
private, non-profit, volunteer-based service that
delivers nutritious meals to homebound per-
sons, enabling them to maintain their inde-
pendence and continue to live in their own
homes; provides daily contact with a trained
volunteer who provides important social inter-
action and a link to the community; and gives
important referral information for other appro-
priate community resources as needed. For
information on having Meals on Wheels deliv-
ered or volunteering for delivering meals, con-
tact your local Meals on Wheels office.

14th Annual St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital Gala Benefit
expected to top $350,000 mark in
total proceed funds raised

FARMINGTON HILLS - World-famous enter-
tainer Princess Madiha Bishara and
Farmington Hills City Councilman John

metro detroit L@Dscene

Akouri hosted their annual dance workshop
and dinner concert event to benefit St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital at the Farmington
Hills Manor. Over 500 patrons were in atten-
dance at the event and this year’s benefit was
projected to raise over $50,000 for the Hospital
founded by the late Danny Thomas. The
event began Saturday morning with a Middle
Eastern dance workshop from 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Princess Madiha and special guest instruc-
tor, Aida al-Adawi of San Francisco, California,
were the dance instructors. Saturday evening at
7 p.m. the doors opened for the benefit concert
and culinary feast which began at 8 p.m. The
ladies who participated in the dance workshop
performed live cultural dancing for the dinner
guests. The ticket prices for the evening event
included a full-course, family-style Lebanese
dinner, Mediterraneanan entertainment and live
music including a raffle, which completed the

evening’s festivities. Expecting to top the
$350,000 fundraising mark since this event’s
inception in Dearborn, Michigan - as always, all
proceeds from Princess Madiha’s Event go
directly to St. Jude. For the 2006 workshop and
dinner ticket information please call Princess
Madiba directly at 248.478.3456 or Beth
Campbell of St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital at 248.546.8086.

Lebanese American Leaders Greet
Lebanon’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs Fawzi Salloukh

DEARBORN - Farmington Hills City
Councilman John Akouri, in conjunction with
the Lebanese American Chamber of Commerce
and under the auspices
of the Lebanese Consul
General for Detroit Dr.
Ali Ajami convened a
Bi-Partisan Panel to dis-

cuss the  Diaspora,
Lebanon’s Future and .-
Lebanon-US  Relations i

with Lebanese Minister of Foreign Afairs Fawzi
Salloukh and his delegation. The event was

held at the Dearborn Ritz Carlton courtesy of
security and logistical direction led by Mr. Joe
Beydoun, Senior Advisor to Dearborn Mayor
Michael Guido and also a participant at the
panel discussion.

In addition to the above-mentioned guests, also
present at the leadership meeting were Wayne
County Circuit Court Judge David Allen,
Oakland County Probate Judge Linda Saoud
Hallmark, State Representatives Barbara
Farrah, and David Farhat, Honorary Consul

to Grenada Robert David, and Dearborn
Councilwoman Suzanne Sareini, The Public
Officials hoped that the private reception
and formal meeting with the Foreign Minister,
along with his visit to the Metro Detroit
area, will serve to explore ways to continue to
foster and strengthen ties between the US
and Lebanon. Following the meeting, the
Consul General hosted a Diplomatic Dinner hon-
oring the Foreign Minister at the new Byblos
Banquet Center.

Department of Homeland Security
Official meets with Community
Leaders

BLOOMFIELD HILLS - At a private luncheon
hosted by Dr. Yahya Basha, Lebanese, Arab
and Muslim leaders met with DHS Officer for
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Daniel W.
Sutherland, Esq. Mr. Sutherland provides legal
and policy advice to Secretary Michael
Chertoff and the senior officers of the
Department on a full
range of civil rights and
civil liberties issues.
Guests at the meeting,
including Assembly for
Lebanon President
Milad Zohrob listened
intently as Mr.
Sutherland presented
and  discussed the
vision and mission of
the DHS to lead a uni-
fied national effort to
secure America, pre-
vent and deter terrorist attacks and protect
against and respond to threats and hazards
to the nation. The DHS also works to ensure
safe and secure borders, welcome lawful
immigrants and visitors and promote the free
flow of commerce. All involved expressed an
interest to continue meeting with and working
with the community leadership and govern-

ment officials.
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OALAWAT

Abundant Life Arabic Lutheran Church
19100 Ford Road

Dearborn, Michigan 48128

Telephone: 313.336.0036

American Muslim Center
21110 Outer Drive
Dearborn, Michigan 48124
Telephone: 313.565.9314
Fax: 313.565.9315

Website: www.amcdearborn.com

Basilica of St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox
18100 Merriman Road

Livonia, Michigan 48152

Telephone: 734.422.0010

Fax: 734.421.9220

Website: www.thebellsofstmary.com

Cathedral of St. Maron Maronite Church
11466 Kercheval Street

Detroit, Michigan 48214

Telephone: 313.824.0196

Fax: 313.824.6418

Website: www.saintmaronchurch.com

The Islamic Center of America
19500 Ford Road

Dearborn, Michigan 48128
Telephone: 313.593.0000

Fax: 313.582.0988

Website: www.icofa.com

The Islamic Center of Greater Toledo
25877 Scheider Road

Perrysburg, Ohio 43551

Telephone: 419.874.3500

Fax: 419.874.9123

Website: www.icgt.org

fraygers:

Directory of Lebanese & Middle Eastern

Locations of Worship

Maronite Order of Blessed Virgin Mary
4405 Earhart Road

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105

Telephone: 734.662.4822

Fax: 734.662.4822

Website: www.ordomaronitabmv.org

Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Church
4133 Calkins Road

Flint, Michigan 48532

Telephone: 810.733.1259

Fax: 810.732.2760

Website: www.ololmi.com

Our Lady of Lebanon Shrine
447 Highway No. 77 North
Leamington, Ontario Canada
Telephone: 519.326.8291

Our Lady of Redemption Melkite Church
29293 Lorraine Avenue

Warren, Michigan 48093

Telephone: 580.751.6017

Fax: 586.751.1877

Website: www.olrmelkite.com

Saint Anthony Maronite Parish

280 Talbot Street East

Leamington, Ontario, N8H 3W1 Canada
Telephone: 519.322.2282

Fax: 519.322.1640

Website: www.stanthonysparish.com

Saint Charbel Maronite Parish
1010 Highway 3

Oldcastle, Ontario NOR 1L0 Canada
Telephone: 519.966.3817

Fax: 519.250.0745

Saint George Orthodox Church
2160 East Maple Road

Troy, Michigan 48083

Telephone: 248.589.0480

Fax: 248.589.1325

Website: www.stgeorgeoftroy.com

Saint Joseph Melkite Church
1913 S. Rundle Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48910
Telephone: 517.485.4053

Saint Mary’s Christian Orthodox Church
3212 West Twelve Mile Road

Berkley, Michigan 48072

Telephone: 248.546.0880

Saint Michael’s Melkite
585 N. Mill Street
Plymouth, Michigan 48170
Telephone: 734.414.6110

Saint Peter’s Maronite Church

166 Tecumseh Road West

Windsor, Ontario N8X 1E9 Canada
Telephone: 519.973.7240

Fax: 519.252.5238

Website: www.stpetersmaronitechurch.ca

Saint Rafga Maronite Mission
14221 Levan Road

Livonia, Michigan 48154
Telephone: 586.826.9688

www.maronite-heritage.com/html/saint_rafga.html

Saint Sharbel Maronite Church
31601 Schoenherr Road

Warren, Michigan 48093
Telephone: 810.826.9688

Fax: 810.826.3521

Website: www.stsharbelwarren.com

Tawheed Center of Farmington Hills
29707 West 10 Mile Road

Farmington Hills, Michigan 48336
Telephone: 248.426.7360

Website: www.tawheedcenter.org

Windsor Islamic Association Mosque
1320 Northwood Drive

Windsor, Ontario N9E 1A4 Canada
Telephone: 519.966.2355

Website: www.wiao.org

If you would like to add/remove your
location of worship in our directory, please
eMail us the information to
info@lebanesemonthly.com and we

will be bappy to add/remove your listing.
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COVER STORY

The Lebanese

PaulW

Smith

Whether be is interviewing the President of the
United States, celebrities, Chairmen or CEO’s
of major corporations, or taking a call from
the Governor or other listeners, WIR AM-760
morning personality Paul W. Smith has a
winning conversational style that keeps listen-
ers tuned in. Paul W. talks with local and
national leaders and discusses and breaks
news that is important to his listeners. Paul W.
provides information that is talked about all
day long, including business, news, weather,
traffic, and sports. On a brisk Autummn morn-
ing in October, the Lebanese Dubya sits down
in his studio atop Detroit with Lebanese
Monthly Editor Jobn G. Akouri to talk about
radio, family, beritage and life.

by Jobn G. Akouri

JOHN G. AKOURI: Thank you Paul, for honoring us and taking the time to do
an interview with us for our inaugural issue of Lebanese Monthly Magazine.

PAUL W. SMITH: Thanks for having me, it's great — it’s a premiere issue of a mag-
azine like this. Congratulations to you John, what a great idea for the Lebanese
community, for everybody actually.

JGA: Thank you, Paul. Rumor has it that you’re Lebanese?

W: I am, 'm Dutch, English, Irish and HALF Lebanese. My mother is 100%
Lebanese. She was born in this country, but my Grandma Sadie Boutros was
pregnant with my mother on what I understand was pretty horrible boat ride to
this country. My Grandpa Fred had come earlier with some of his cousins and
they set up businesses, grocery businesses and such. Then it was time to bring
the women over, and they did. My grandparents, Sadie & Fred Boutros worked
a grocery store in Monroe, Michigan that they owned. Seven days a week, 7:00
AM to 11:00 PM, never a vacation, lived upstairs above the store — kids today
have no idea what work is compared to what these folks did.

JGA: Did you grow up in a traditional Lebanese household?

W: My mother has never really cooked Lebanese food, didn’t ever speak the lan-
guage, but a block or two away was Grandma Sadie and Grandpa Fred, and they
did. Grandma Sadie, with some of the Aunts who came over from the old coun-
try, would have these cooking days and they’d be down in the basement. It
looked as if they were cooking Lebanese food for hundreds of people, but it was
just the family. T would go out with Grandma Sadie sometimes and pick wild
Grapeleaves and I would say, “Grandma, we can get Grapeleaves in the store,”

=

and she would say “No, no they have
to be wild Grapeleaves!” So, we
would do that and then we’d have the
assembly line of rolling the
Grapeleaves. T never really learned
how to do any of those things, but I
did learn how to really eat well and
eat delicious Lebanese food. And
that stayed with me from Grandma
Sadie, all the way to when I worked
in radio and television in Toledo
where I met a great family who had a
little restaurant at the time called The
Beirut restaurant and they worked very hard with a little kitchen and fire every-
where. They were fixing Kebbeh, Grapeleaves and Baba Ghanoush — such great
food. We have great Lebanese restaurants here in the Detroit area, fabulous
restaurants in Dearborn and elsewhere, but I still think of The Beirut as one of
the best Lebanese restaurants in the world, and I've been lucky enough to eat at
a few, including some in different parts of the world and different countries.

Interviewing Santa at the WJR Christmas Sing

JGA: 1t sounds as though you really did come of age in a true Lebanese culture
and environment.

W: We all lived within two blocks of each other so I walked to Grandma Sadie’s
store every day and I was very much in my Lebanese Heritage. Then I would
walk across the street to my Dad’s parents: Grandpa Harry lived to be 100, and
Grandma Edna lived to be 98 and they were as American as American can be, so
I was exposed to everything. And it never seemed unusual to me. The Lebanese
side of the family, being the dominant half on my mother’s side have been so
proud of our heritage and have always made a big deal of it. My Uncle Pete is
100 percent Lebanese. His greatest line was: “Nephew, don’t forget, you're only
HALF Lebanese!” as a put down to me (laughter).

JGA: Have you ever visited Lebanon?

W: I have never been to Lebanon, but I keep hearing from my dear friends Yousif
Ghatari and Jacques Nasser that I have got to go with them sometime to Lebanon.
And, they would be the two guys to go with I think, because they would be going
in style. And I would love to broadcast from Beirut one day. My grandparents
were from Zahle in the mountains and that is supposed to be an absolutely beau-
tiful area. T would love to see that, I would love to experience it. I think it’s
probably not going to happen where I can see taking my mother Marie who is



The Smith Family: Adém, Sophie, Myreya and Paul W.

80 to Lebanon; she’s never been there. But I don’t
think that’s going to happen, I think that time has
come and gone that we had that ability. We always
talked about getting Grandma Sadie back there, she
passed away a few years ago and that never hap-
pened.

JGA: As we sit here in the Golden Tower of The
Fisher Building, let’s talk a little about radio. What
was the lure of becoming a broadcaster?

W: I was attracted to the opportunity to intimately
talk to a lot of people. To be able to intimately enter
people’s lives and have conversations with them,
because I like people — I'm a people person. And I
have watched the news media influence news
reporting and stories and it has bothered me. I have
watched the editorializing of the New York Times,
for example, on the front page. If they want to edi-
torialize do it on the editorial page, that’s great. Not
on the front page, not by their choice of pictures, for
example, of Lebanese people looking stupid. That’s
one good example that they’ve done rather often in

the past at least, or stories that are influenced by
their own political leanings, that’'s ridiculous, that
bothered me. Ithought, as a talk show host I'd have
the opportunity to give my own thoughts and my
own opinions and try to get both sides of the story
and that’s what I continue to do today and that influ-
enced me in terms of what I could do more so than
television or any number of other areas I might have
pursued.

JGA: The passing of WJR’s legendary J.P. McCarthy,
a decade ago, must have had a huge effect on you.

W: Yes, I grew up listening to him. I've always said,
beside my mother and father and their influence of
course, it was J.P. McCarthy, Johnny Carson and Paul
Harvey. I respected all three of them and the job
they did and I finally went to see and meet Johnny
Carson while he was still on. I fill in now for Paul
Harvey which is a thrill. And now I'm doing the
morning show at WJR — not replacing J.P. but trying
to maintain the quality and the kind of program
under very difficult circumstances because the world
of broadcasting has changed tremendously in the
last ten years.

JGA: Change indeed, where were you on the early
morning of September 11, 2001?

W: I was in Germany, on the air doing a broadcast
from the Frankfurt Motor Show — going off the air as
the first plane hit the World Trade Center. Here in
Detroit, they put the Good Morning America audio,
because we're owned and operated by ABC and
they were doing it live. It was a horrible experience
being stuck, because that’s what we were ‘stuck’ in
another country while our country was under attack.
And I wasn’t home to protect my family — it was a
horrible feeling. On the other hand, being there and
seeing how the German people embraced us, T will
never forget. I was out on the streets in Wiesbaden
walking around and I saw what looked like people
with lights way down the road and all of a sudden
hundreds and hundreds of people walked by carry-
ing candles. They were carrying candles in a thrown
together tribute to America. I followed them around
to the huge city square and there was a big
American flag hanging down with the German flag
and big posters. I went to a German police officer
and told him “I don’t speak German, can you tell me
what they say?” And he said, “We stand with our
American brothers.” It was an emotional and pow-
erful moment in time when the entire world seemed
to embrace us and realize that what had happened
was wrong.

JGA: How did you finally get home that day?

W: General Motors charted a plane from Spain and
they invited me to come along, thank God. We did-
n’t know if we would be able to land in America, we
thought we might have to land in Canada, well for
us its not so tough if we had to land in Windsor. As
it turned out, while we were in the air, they gave us
clearance to land in the United States. It was an odd
and awkward time for all of us because of the
rumors and the terrible things that were said about
people jumping up and down in Lebanese restau-
rants celebrating and all that — all lies, all not true. T
am an American. And I think wherever we come
from we all are Americans first and I didn’t have to
be reminded of that ever. And I'm sure John you
didn’t have to either.

JGA: Oh, absolutely not. Is there anyone yet that
you haven’t interviewed that you would like to?

W: The quick easy answer is the Pope, because I
never interviewed a Pope. We came close to inter-
viewing John Paul II, but we weren’t able to get
there, unfortunately. So as far as anyone else, I real-
ly can’t think of anybody. I try to have a style and
a way of doing what I do so as not to turn people
off and make them say ‘Boy, I don’t ever want to do

that again.” If you really listen, I am respectful to
them and they know that I'm not looking to make
them look bad. Tam looking to hear the truth from
them and I will ask them direct questions but in a
nice way.

JGA: Paul, you've accomplished so much — what do
you want to do next?

W: It’s not a question of after I leave WJR, what I
want to accomplish now is the toughest goal: T want
to be the best father and best husband I can possi-
bly be. My biggest, most important job is to do that
right. T am not interested in going to any other city.
I would like to stay here and finish my career here.
I will continue to try to be informative, entertaining,
interesting and asking the questions that my listeners
want to hear answered and relating and sharing life’s
experiences with them.

JGA: Any final thoughts on being Lebanese?

W: Casey Kasem called me once when he was on
the air and said, “Paul, you're one of the important
Lebanese members of the community...” T am cer-
tainly not shy about it and I talk about being
Lebanese. And from what I know about what I was
exposed to as a young kid growing up — and if this
is true to all Lebanese that’s a great thing and I like
to think that it is — we as Lebanese have such a great
spirit and great ability and talent and the work ethic
of every Lebanese person I have ever known or met
has been spectacular. We just need to be smarter
about how we promote ourselves and work togeth-
er to accomplish so much that we can accomplish as
a people.

JGA: Thank you Paul, our Lebanese W.

W: Thank you, John. What an honor to be included
in your magazine.

Notable Detroit Lebanese
Media Personalities

Detroit has launched the careers of many Lebanese celebrities from enter-
tainer Danny Thomas, to the Dean of the White House Press Corps, Helen
Thomas to world famous broadcaster Casey Kasem and including:

1950’ & 1960’s - TOBY DAVID began his broadcasting
career on radio in New York City in the 1930s and had
parts in several NBC radio shows including Jackie
Gleason, Bob Hope, and the children’s show “Let’s
Pretend.” Toby then came to Detroit in the 1940s, where
his radio work included reading Detroit Times comics on
the air. But Toby is most remembered for hosting the
“Popeye and His Pals” cartoon show during the 1950s
and 1960s, which was among the top-rated TV kid shows
in the nation.

1970’s - SUZANNE GEHA returned to her hometown of
Detroit from 1978 to 1981 to work as a reporter and week-
end anchor at the ABC owned-and-operated television sta-
tion WXYZ-TV. In May 1981 she joined WOOD-TV where
she anchors the 24 Hour News-8 weeknights. Suzanne
had previously worked at the station directly out of college
from 1974-1978 when in 1976 she became the first
woman to anchor the evening news in West Michigan.

1980’s - JOCELYNE ZABLIT worked as a Staff Writer at the
Detroit Free Press where she had previously interned dur-
ing her studies at the University of Michigan, beginning
in January 1985 up until the end of 1991. She was later
based in Paris, France and currently is the European
Affairs correspondent for Agence France-Press reporting
from their Washington, DC bureau.

1990’s - LAMA (BAKRI) SAAD started as an Intern at the
Detroit Free Press while at Wayne State University. She
later worked as a Detroit News Staff Writer covering gen-
eral stories and those with a focus on the Lebanese com-
munity in Metro Detroit. Lama also wrote for the bi-
monthly ARABICA Magazine, an all glossy high-profile
color publication with dazzling interviews and stories
about Lebanese personalities like actors Salma Hayek and
Tony Shalhoub.

2000's - SALLY FARHAT craved her Lebanese culture and
moved from Seattle, Washington to Detroit, where she
became the youngest-ever reporter for the Detroit Free
Press. While in Detroit, she taught her editors about
Lebanese culture and religions and wrote positive stories
about the community, as well as crime and the environ-
ment. At the Free Press, she also co-wrote the Media Guide
to Islam, though Sally herself is a devout Christian.
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kate bennett

DESIGN

At Btyhlos Banquet we specialize in
the following:

Special Wedding Celebrations:
Engagement Parties,gBridal Showers,
Rcﬁcarsal Dinners, Ceremony and
Wedding Receptions. ¢

Social and Special Themed Events:
Fundraisers, School/ Community Functions,
Receptions, Reunions,Communions,
Anniversaries and Themed Parties.

Business Functions:

Meetings, Conferences and Seminars,
Sales/Staff training, Presentations and
Corporate receptions.

PERSONAL BRIDAL DESIGN

248 -894 -8809 7258 Chase, Dearborn, MI 48126
www.katebennett.net Tel: (313) 584-1234 - Fax: (313) 584-5678
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Lebanese Swimmer Katya Bachrouche has Olympic ambitions

Making Waves

something special in 6-year-old Katya Bachrouche. Ten years

later, Bachrouche, now a junior at North Farmington High School,
is living up to their billing. Bachrouche may be one of the best all-around
swimmers to come out of the Farmington school district, and she’s only
just begun her junior year.

Bachrouche started swimming at age 6 for Kendallwood Swim Club
and soon joined the Farmington YMCA year-round team. She now swims
for the Raiders during the girls high school season, and the same
Farmington YMCA Stingrays club team during the winter, spring and
summer months.

“Swimming is my life,” Bachrouche jokes.

As with any sport, hard work and dedication are imperative, and
swimming is no exception. In fact, many national-level swimmers prac-
tice twice a day, before and after school, on the weekends, and complete
double practices during the shortened summer season.

What keeps Bachrouche motivated during those long hours spent in
a cold, chlorinated pool?

“I'm not quite sure,” she admits. “I love the sport, even though it’s so
demanding and you have to work hard. I just love it and I love my team,”
she added.

No one can question Bachrouche’s dedication or work ethic. As a
sophomore, she was conference champion in the 100-yard backstroke,
state champion and all-
America in the 500-
yard freestyle, and
national champion at
the YMCAsummer
nationals, held this past
August in Maryland, in
the 400-meter individ-
ual medley. She also
placed in the top five
in five other events at
summer nationals and
competed in the U.S.
Open last December.

Years ago, Farmington Hills-based swim coaches knew they had

All before her 16th birthday.

This year, Bachrouche’s goals have become a bit loftier.

“In the near future T hope to do well in the U.S. Open and make it
back to finals,” she explained. “I'd also like to be in the top five in all of
my events at spring nationals and come close to getting Olympic trial cuts
this year.”

Much of a swimmer’s success is measured by “cuts” or qualifying time
standards. While Bachrouche has achieved U.S. Open time standards, she
has to improve just a bit to qualify for Olympic trials, the fastest of the
swimming qualifying time standards in this country.

Currently, Bachrouche is in the midst of her high school season. Her
team is “doing well” and she has already achieved all-America consider-
ation time standards in some of the events she has swam.

Many elite high school swimmers compete for both their high school
and club teams. Strict rules govern a swimmer’s participation in the club
team during high school seasons, but each offers something different.

“Definitely the team,” Bachrouche answered when asked what she
enjoys most about high school swimming. “You get to be so close [with
your teammates] and you don’t get that anywhere else.”

On the other hand, club swimming provides the opportunity to trav-
el across the country, swimming in national meets. “The harder you work
and the faster you swim, the more places [swim meets] you can go,”
Bachrouche said.

After competing for 10 years in the sport, Bachrouche has learned
how to keep her focus and concentration during races.

“Before a race I just tune out everything else and focus on how I will
swim my race,” she explained. “Each race is different—you just have to
think about it all the time [while you are swimming].”

Bachrouche is no slouch in the classroom, either. She holds a 4.0 GPA
and takes all honors classes. She hopes to pursue collegiate swimming at
a Division I university.

“A strong academic school would definitely be the decision-making
factor,” Bachrouche said about possible college choices. She has nar-
rowed fields she’s interested to study down to psychology and sports med-
icine, but lately has been leaning toward sports medicine. Bachrouche says
that swimming has taught her plenty. “Time management for sure—I'd be a
wreck if I didn’t swim,” she said. “I wouldn’t know what to do with all of
that time. Also how to be a team player, how to be disciplined, and of
course how to have fun.” (Courtesy of Suburban Lifestyles) EX
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Gift Gertificates
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16 locations to serve you

S

Ansara Restaurant Group
23925 Industrial Park Drive
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
Office - 248.848.9099
Fax - 248.848.1864

Where Are They Now?

Samir Bannout

Three months before
Christmas 1983, Samir
Bannout flexed his “decorat-
ed” lumbar region in Munich,
West Germany, for the IFBB
Mr. Olympia judges. Since
then,  the high definition
found in a muscular lower
back has been called a
“Christmastree”. " Known 4as
the “Lion of Lebanon”
because of his birthplace
(Beirut, — Lebanon),  Samir
roared into America in 1974
and settled first in Detroit. In
that city, he was crowned
1978 Mr. Michigan. In 1979,
he won the Best in the World
event and the light-heavy-
weight division of the
IFBB World Amateur
Championships.

The latter win bequeathed him an IFBB pro card, and he
made his debut (also in 1979) at the Canada Pro Cup, by which
time he had moved to Venice, California. Bannout’s IFBB pro
career spanned 53 contests; his 11 attempts at the IFBB Mr.
Olympia are a record among those who have won the title — as
he did in 1983. His last win was the 1990 IFBB Pittsburgh Pro
Invitational, and the final sighting of Samir in contest mode was
at the 1996 IFBB Masters Olympia where he finished in sixth
place. His pro career had endured for 17 years.

The Lion always was and still is renowned as one of body-
building’s more entertaining characters. His ability to mix
quotes with poses never left the industry’s writers disappoint-
ed. Today, Samir lives in Los Angeles with his wife and two
children and pursues several business interests, including the
marketing of a supplement company.

ABOUT SAMIR

Nickname: The Lion of Lebanon
Born: November 7, 1955
Birthplace: Beirut, LEBANON
Height: 5' 8"

Weight: 210 lbs

TITLES WON

1979 TFBB Best in the World (Amateur)
1979 IFBB World Championships (Lt Hvy)
1983 IFBB Mr. Olympia

1985 WABBA World Championship 1986
WABBA World Championship 1990 IFBB

Pittsburgh Pro Invitational
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Spotlight on Great Lebanese Americans

Fred J. Maroon .. ..

red J. Maroon was born in New
FBrunswiCk, NJ. After three years in the

Navy during World War II, he attended the
Catholic University of America, in Washington,
D.C., receiving a Bachelor of Architecture
degree in 1950. He completed his studies with
one year of graduate work at the Ecole
Supérieure des Beaux-Arts in Paris. In 1996 he
was awarded an Honorary Doctorate (Humane
Letters) from Catholic University.

After graduation Mr. Maroon worked for Life
magazine in New York, and became a stringer in
their Paris bureau while doing his graduate stud-
ies. Following that he practiced architecture for
two and a half years. In 1953 Edward Steichen
selected a number of his photographs to include
in the exhibition "Always the Young Strangers,"
at the Museum of Modern Art in New York.

€€ When we photograph, it
is a reflection of not just
our talent but also of the
values we have formed
during our lifetime. )
- M

Inspired by this, in 1954 Mr. Maroon became a
freelance photographer. During his career Mr.
Maroon had scores of photographic features in
most major national and international maga-
zines, including National  Geographic,
Smithsonian, Paris Match, Town and Country,

Travel and Leisure, Esquire, Life, Look, and
Holiday.

Mr. Maroon was the recipient of Gold Medal
awards from the Art Directors' Clubs of
Metropolitan Washington and New York. His
work was exhibited throughout America and
abroad, including the Metropolitan Museum of
Art and the Museum of Modern Art, in New
York, and the National Gallery of Art and the
Library of Congress, in Washington DC. He had
one-man exhibitions at the Corcoran Gallery, the
Smithsonian Institution, and the United States
Capitol in Washington DC. In June 1995 he had
an exhibition, "Politics and Poetry," at the Leica
Gallery in New York. A posthumous exhibition,
"Sorrow and Splendor: Images of Europe, 1950 -
1951," was held at the Kathleen Ewing Gallery in
Washington, DC in 2002. His photographs have
been exhibited in major national museums as
part of the "Photography in the Fine Arts" exhi-
bitions, which are now in the permanent collec-
tion of the International Center of Photography
in New York. Among his many honors were four
First Prize awards in the annual White House
News Photographers' Association competitions.

Mr. Maroon lectured extensively throughout
the United States and abroad. In 1986 and 1990
he exhibited and lectured at Photokina in
Cologne, Germany, and in October 1986 he lec-
tured as part of the National Geographic
Society's "Masters of Photography" series. In
1990 Mr. Maroon was part of the Smithsonian
Institution's "Masters of Photography" series.

In 1977 he received a royal commission to
make portraits of the ruling members of the
Saudi royal family in Riyadh, and in 1978 he was
commissioned by the Egyptian Government to
make President Sadat's official portrait.

Mr. Maroon was Visiting Professor at
Syracuse University's Newhouse School of
Public Communications for the winter/spring
semester of 1984. In 1985 he received the
Newhouse Citation from Syracuse University for
his significant contribution to the field of visual
communications.

Mr. Maroon was the author of twelve books.
At the time of his death Mr. Maroon was work-
ing on a book and exhibition fea-
turing photographs taken when
he was a student in Europe. [EX
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: Micbigan Governor Jennifer Granholm

“One of the best companies in Michigan®
- US Congressinan Joe Knollenberg

"Focusing his attention on making his customers happy”
- Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

“The best quality of service to his customers’
- L. Brooks Patterson, Oakland County Executive

i ireless
We never stop working for yous
Mv. James Akouri & Eawtily, and his Company Cellular City tnc,
congratulates Lebanese Mourb[;g Magazine on its inangural issuel

Cellular City, Inc.
27905 Orchard Lake Road
Farmington Hills, Ml 48334

248.848.8800 T
248.848.8804 F
jim.akouri@cellcity.com

©2005 Coltular Ciy. All Rights Resarved

Complete, convenient dentistry
for the whole family!

At Convenient Family Dentistry, our doctors offer nearly two

decades of combined experience and a different kind of family
dental care. The kind that combines convenient, high-quality
general, cosmetic and estorative dentistry with & warm,

personal touch. Dental eare with an commitment
mmf&mﬂv‘shﬂﬂlhnnﬂafomsmfummmdmml
beauty. Care that’s comfortable, o and

From thorough exams and gentle treatments to the Latest, most
patient-first dentistry designed to keep you smiling for a lifetime.

COMPLETE FAMILY, COSMETIC & YOUR SAFETY, COMFORT &
RESTORATIVE CARE mmm
* (me-hour Zoom! teoth * State-of-the-art
‘whitening, as sean on TV merilization procedures
& Thlglicms weeth for mare prace of mind
whitening * Lunchtime, evening &
Free Smile Evaluation® Compis e implest e
Gagﬂs)ﬁmmlmmhmmmﬂnﬂeﬂnm '5'.;?: 5
+ Maeabls i you
Learn about recent advancesthat can crate whier, bigher e Tt * Reautiful clean office
with mare natural-looking resul * High-quality crowns & bridges space
e g bosding & 3 . mmuﬂ
m':ﬂmm ALLN-ONE DENTAL CARE, el v ey
ALL IN ONE PLACE
&(hednq: X-rays* g et
$184) Take the first oral health * Oral w the
%Ma;mml “:!P “m%lﬁsm Mnr’m, m:l:u:m
o«alﬁumd!mlm!xm * Pro-Demtec® complete soll-tissue vl gt
e * Nonsurgical gum care
$50 Off Any Procedure + THJ dafunction
Not Covered by Insurance* B v
= Koot camal gnlte the whdbe
Take £50 off any of our high-quality dental Panorex® 180° full mouth X-rays P
procedures not covered by your insurance. DIAGNOent® laser carly disgaosis
Intraoral video imaging

"We look forward to helping you enjoy a
Irfﬂ:rnu ulhoulﬂ':r buiﬁul smiles.”

men«my

Creating beautiful smiles with comfort and comvenience

w-l:-w'ﬁ?d W"m CALL T‘)DAYI
= (248) 548-1777

A 22826 John R. Road + Hazel Park « (east of I-75, next to City Hall)



The GREAT Voice
of Mornings

Paul W. Smith
5:30am-2am

NEWS/TALK

AM 760
Detroit, Mi

DITERRANEAN LIVING

Subscription Form

e anese www.lebanesemonthly.com
D YE Please send me 12 issues of
m Lebanese Monthly Magazine!

Name

Address

City State __ Zip

Phone Email

Remember, a subscription to
Lebanese Monthly Magazine

would be a perfect gift for any Sat - 10 AM 10PM.
parent, grandparent or friend. Sun - 10AM - 9PM

Mail this order form to:
Lebanese Monthly Magazine

27905 Brandywine Ave. 0
Farmington Hl"S, MI 48334 20 /0 Oﬁm}”j U”t”l’ b}”

Email your order form to: One Goupon P VistValid Trough 01731106

subscriptions@lebanesemonthly.com i Lo i sl

.
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
: U My pAYMENT oF $50.00 IS ENCLOSED
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
L



SOUWAR

Crave Turns One | flwres

&
785

3  pe e
h e

)y

1LACOM CGala 2

G

00>

T,

—:_Tﬁl'llllllllllll‘
..

000z Arenuep S00Z QU9 wWodA|yjuowasaueqay’



Hzbohs

LEBANESE CUISINE - COCKTAIL -

g4

28565 Northwestern Hwy Tel: 248.827.0077
Southfeild, MI 48034 Fax: 248.827.0099
www.TheKabobgy.com

_ ol

Call Today: : —— gk

Michael Assaf l:' ///7’ — “ A

2605 King Ranch Drive S, oLl
Milford, MI 48381 =
TEL: 734.341.3572

FAX: 248.685.9959
EMAIL: cjhawkasphalt@aol.com

Paved asphalt surfaces are designed to
provide all-weather use. The aesthetics of any
property are enhanced by the clean, smooth
look of professionally constructed pavement.

Call us today & speak with an experienced
Asphalt Paver! Just ask for Michael

U.S. AND CANADIAN IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY LAW

LAW OFFICES
Garmo & Associates, P.C.
A Professional Corporation

28230 Orchard Lake Rd., Ste. 201
Farmington Hills, Ml 48334

Telephone (248) 626-0050
Web page: www.garmo.com

% Practice limited to Immigration law since 1985

% Provide consultation and assistance to US and Canadian
employers in corporate and business immigration

% Temporary and Permanent employment of foreign
professionals and skilled workers

% Corporate transfers of executives and managers and
workers with specialized knowledge

¥ Employment of aliens with BA or advanced degrees,
professors, and researchers

¥ Work Visas under NAFTA, Investors and Traders

% Change and Adjustment of Status

¥ Overseas visa processing

% Family visas and other related matters

o S e e R W o N

AL OUMARA
To Vour e ltl,
RESTAURANT

Fresh Mid-Eastermn Cuisine

o,

T e A

i

O

Full Carry-Out Menu
Catering Services

é

f';( Click Here to Enter
¢
? 6096 WEST MAPLE ROAD
B West Bloomfield, Ml 48322
g
d Tel (248) 539-0505
Fax (248) 539-3880
Hours 11am-11pm
Monday-Sunday

Copynght & 2004 Al Oumara Restaurant. All ights reserved.
Wabsite design: B&B Consulling, Inc. and Rocksteardz.com

Mabrouk to Lebanese Monthlg!
Wishing You a Lhcetime of Success.



“Holiday Memories: My most meno-
rable holiday tradition is the one that
my mother maintains fo this day,
Christmas Eve Mass. Every holiday sea-
son, the entire family attends midnight
mass al Sl. Peler’s Church and for 2 1/2
hours, my brothers and I would anx-
iously make our way through the mass
dreaming of what may be waiting for us
once we got home.”

Eddie Francis, Mayor
City of Windsor, Ontario
Canada

“The holidays from Thanksgiving to New
Years have always been a special time in
our family. The year dad passed, we had
our holiday dinner earlier so that we
could be sure he would be with us. It
was a quiet dinner, no one said much
but it was clear that we all were clinging
lo every minulte we had with each other.
We are having Christmas three weeks ear-
lier this year. I got the OK straight from
the North Pole!  Santa wanted us all o
have a great Christmas and all celebrate
together. My son, who is a L. ]G in the
Navy, is home. Sam is leaving his chil-
dren and wife here in Michigan for the
next six months while he is in the Persian
Gulf. This will be his third deployment.”

Suzanne Sareini, Councilwoman
City of Dearborn, Michigan
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“One of my most special Christmas
memories was when [ was a college stu-
dent and became the nanny for a
wonderful little girl in Grosse lle. Her
parents had gone out of the country for
the holidays and returned on Christmas
Day. [ stayed with her until they
returned home. Her family was quite
wealthy and had the house decorated
professionally. — After the professionals
came and decorated, she and I lore
down everything and decorated the
Christmas tree by ourselves. I let her slay
up late and we watched the snow fall and
made hot chocolate, listened to Christmas
music and pigged out on everylhing
that'’s bad for you. Till this day we call
each other every Christmas Eve.”

Isabella M. Agby, PR Director
Farmington Hills, Michigan

“My best Christmas ever was when I was
still young enough to be in awe of the
beautiful tree and decorations and
wonderful presents yel old enough fo
appreciate all that was given. [remem-
ber that my twin brother and I, along
with our younger sister, would spend
hours playing with our new toys, laugh-
ing and having a great time. It was also
very special time fo spend with our
extended family. It was also the lime
when I began to be delighted to be able
lo give to others and make them joyful,
since I enjoyed giving to others much
more than receiving, and still feel that
way lo this day. Merry Christmas!!”

Robert G. David, Honorary
Consul of Grenada
Northville, Michigan

“Christmas 1983 was special. That year,
Khalu Elias (my maternal uncle) made
his first trip lo America. It had been twen-
ly-eight years since my mom and her sib-
lings had been together for the holiday.
Being one of seven children, I was not
surprised to see many gifis under the tree.
Khalu though, being the quintessential
generous Lebanese, insisted that my sister
take him shopping so he too could buy
gifls for bis siblings and al his nieces and
nephews—at that time, well over twenty
people! I went shopping with them and
helped to wrap the gifis when we returned
home.  On Christmas Eve, we had to
remove furniture from the living room lo
make room for the presents under and
surrounding the tree. It was the largest
mountain of gifis I had ever seen!”

Elias Khalil, Teacher
Midtown Detroit, Michigan

“Every Christmas morning when my
husband was alive & the kids would
wake each other up so they could open
presents & we all opened them in our
pajamas. They are grown now, but they
Still want to come over early to open
presents & the early one calls the others &
says “Hurry up & get over here. We're
waiting 1o open presents.”  Another
Javorite memory is when Gramma
came here from Lebanon al a young age
& had 8 kids. She had to be very frugal
with her spending. We wouldn’t think of
asking for music lessons. [ later took my
kids for music lessons & one Christmas
Louie & Paul played guitar to Chrisimas
Carols & she said, “Its worth every
penny.” And I can't forget when Jiddo
Played Santa at the annual Abrabam
Jamily Christmas Eve Parly & the kids
knew it was him because of his accent:
Merrrry Chrrrrrrismas’!”

Adele Abraham, Businesswoman
Clarkston, Michigan

e-streel

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

“Thinking back to my earliest and fond-
est memories of the Christmastime holi-
day, I find it difficult to single out one
memory as my best one ever. In fact, for
me, each New Year brings with it the
promise of new joy-filled moments;
moments when I share wonderful experi-
ences and grow ever closer fo family and
[riends.  Despite the progressive depar-
ture from ifs true meaning due to media
and marketing  tactics, Christmas
remains a special occasion where all of
us look deep in our heart and thank God
Jfor all we bave and for the precious times
we can share with those we love. This is
why every Christmas is special for me, in
the spirituality associated with it, in the
love and the joy, and obviously the
Lebanese food!!  God Bless you and
Merry Christmas.”

Myriam Afeiche, Graduate Student
Ann Arbor, Michigan

“My favorite Christmas moment I truly
believe will come this upcoming Holiday.
As a matler of fact, the most beautiful
and precious time began on the afler-
noon of October 28, when my first child,
a baby girl, ALYSSA’ arrived. Now,
almost on a daily basis, I see how all my
Jamily and friends are out shopping
and trying to buy that great gift for that
special someone, but no matter how
hard, how far they go, and how long they
all try, nobody and nothing can lop the
greatest gift that I received on that
unforgettable Friday afternoon. — She
is truly a gift from God.  And all the par-
ents definitely know what I am talking
about. I thank God once again, as I do
everyday for the most beautiful gift of
all, my baby girl ALLYSA', who has
already made this a fantastic Christmas,
and will do so for many years to come.”

Tony Matta, Restaurateur
Lyon Township, Michigan

In the tradition of a from the street beat, we offer our own version by asking a monthly ques-
tion on the Lebanese Main Street - through the magic of the e-Mail Town Square. This
month, we ask readers to share with us their FAVORITE CHRISMTASTIME MEMORIES

“I have 2 special memories of Christmas.
The first one was Christmas 1960, when
my dad spent what must have been a
small fortune on a library full of books,
the classics, for my brothers, sister and
me. He also bought loys. I credit that
one Christmas for my continued love of
reading and the beauty of the English
language. My other favorite Christmas
was after Sue and I married, and both of
our sons were born. I never understood
pure joy and love until we waltched them
open their gifls, or pure boredom as I
dragged them lo midnight Mass. They
slept through the entire Mass; in fact |
bad to wake them in the car to go inlo
church. But they were awake just a few
hours later, in what seemed like the mid-
dle of the night, to open gifls”.

Michael B. Rizik Jr., Attorney
Grand Blanc, Michigan

“My favorite Christmas holiday memory
is when [ went to Lebanon in 1999 and
spent Christmas and the Millennium in
Beirut, with my parents, aunt, and

cousins.  On Christmas, one of my
cousin’s friends dressed up as Santa
Claus and came over to bring gifis for
the kids and everyone. The best part
about Christmas was Seeing the kids’
reactions and being around so much
Jamily, it really made the holiday spe-
cial. - In addition, I got to celebrate the
turn of the century with great friends at
a Millennium party.”

Jeanfieve Asmar, Student
Toledo, Ohio
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SHARE YOUR MEMORIES WITH OUR READERS
In an upcoming issue of Lebanese Monthly, we will publish photos of Lebanese
immigrants who traveled from the Middle East and arrived at Ellis Island in
New York City - greeted by the Statue of Liberty, from an era gone by.
To participate, please scan and send us an electronic digital image of your
photo(s) with description and eMail them to zamanat@lebanesemonthly.com
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Coming in February....

o [ebanese Monthly Restaurant Guide ﬁ\‘

74

2¢ Our new ClubLeb section g . "

» -

Recipes from Sittoo’s kitchen

-lebanesemonthly.com December 2005 january 2006

Jk UNDISCOVERED TREASURE: LEBANESE WINES

e Exclusives and more...
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If you speak Arabic, this is your chance to start a career as an Army Linguist. This experience will help prepare you
for a future in business, government agencies, embassy work and more! You'll also get English training (if needed)
and receive quick advancement in rank. See your local Army Reserve Recruiter or visit arabic.goarmy.com

)-556-5508
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@2003. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.
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ecome
a business
glant.

Wireless GIANT has become a wireless
industry leader. Take advantage
of our success by becoming a

Wireless GIANT franchisee.

We offer:

* State-of-the-art support center
with carrier supported training.

* Gold Standard IT/POS systems
to make retail operations easy,
efficient, and accurate.

* Cutting edge marketing in the areas of print, TV, Radio, Sports partnerships,
and Co-Branded promotions.

. Mu|hp|e wholesale locations for retailer convenience.

fr,Wim%Iess
L
Every phone. Every plan. Every day.

32600 Stephenson Hwy., Madison Heights, MI 48071

To find out more, contact Frank Arcori,
Senior Vice-President at 248-786-4330




