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3 routes around buyer’s remorse

By Wendy Donahue
Tribune staff reporter

ingering the $15 tie and the $150 tie in
a lineup might have been easier a few
years ago.
“Traditionally, the hand of the tie, if it
was sumptuous and silky as opposed to
rough and shallow, would indicate quality,” said
Alan Flusser, a New York menswear designer
and author of “Dressing the Man: Mastering the
Art of Permanent Fashion” and other sartorial
tomes.

“Normally, the more handmade, the more ex-
pensive—normally, you wouldn’t use an inexpen-
sive fabric in a tie that has alot of handwork.”

Colors might be rich, but not gaudy. Not only
would the tie be silk, but so would the inner tip,
in the same or complementary silk, rather than
acetate.

Today, however, the traditional indicators of
quality aren’t always so cut-and-tied.

“You can make a very expensive tie in Italy,”
Flusser said. “And you can make a very expensive-
looking tie where the silk is printed in China.”

Dictates on hue, pattern and width have flown
out the window.

“Almost anything goes,” said Stephen Watson,
fashion editor at Men’s Vogue.

Adding murkiness is the popularity of printed
neckties. The pattern is stamped on top, rather
than being woven from colored threads on the
loom, which contributes a luster and texture that
has always made woven ties look more expensive
and often more elegant.

But printed ties can be just as expensive. The
silk-screening process allows more color, which
lends itself to whimsical motifs, like Hermes’ hip-
pos ($145). Some men depend on them for levity in
their day. (They don’t always make Flusser smile.)

While the texture of woven ties can reduce knot
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slippage, printed ties boast a less sensitive surface.

“Woven ties are nice, but they snag. If your
thumb is dry when you’re tying your tie, it’s
gone,” said Patrick Palella, CEO of Quantitative
Growth Analytics in Chicago, who wears both
wovens and prints. “Prints also will tie a finer
knot [the dominant look now], because you’re not
fighting the texture.”

So with so much freedom of choice, how’s a self-
respecting tie-wearer to avoid buyer’s remorse?

M Besides visual appeal, Flusser suggests rely-
ing on your sense of touch.

B Knot the tie in the store—he suggests a four-
in-hand knot as a default, with a proper dimple
forming below its midpoint—to see.if it pulls
up smartly into your collar. Observe how the tie
emerges from the task. (Does it regain its compo-
sure when you suspend it in front of you?)

B Look at the label to see if it’s one you associ-
ate with quality.

“Are these definitive guarantees? No,” Flusser
said. “But it’s the best you cando.”

Allison’s wonderland

Patrick Palella knows all
of his Lee Allison ties by
whimsical name. “I walk in
[to the closet] in the morning
and I've got ‘Google’ and ‘Big
Ass Plaid’ and ‘Regimental
Stripe’—picking one out is
the best part of the day.”

In addition to his wovens,
Chicago-based Allison just
launched a printed tie col-
lection ($90 each), in time for
his 10th anniversary. A frog stalks a fly on “Pad
Tie.” On “Wall Street,” a bear and a bull exchange
torments (which Allison knows well as a former
investment banker).

Lee Allison “Wall
Street” tie, $90,
leeallison.com.

]

The mischievous
tagline printed inside all
of his ties, “Remove Before
Sex,” has given Allison second
thoughts. So he expressed them,
deep in the tail, simply as: “Or Knot.”

Vines that bind

Both in their 20s, two
brothers already had
grown weary of the slog
to Madison Avenue jobs.

So, on a credit-card
cashadvance, they started
Vineyard Vines ties. The
print motifs celebrated
the good life, including
their summers working

onMartha’s Vineyard.
Eight years later; the ties
Vineyard Vines crab  have charmed presidents
print silk tie, $65, (Bush, the flag print) and
vineyardvines.com. rivals (Kerry, the sailing

print and more). They
still cost $65. But the business is a $25 million
affair.

“Anything with a cocktail glass does well,”
said Ian Murray, 30, half of the Shep-and-lan
team. “You have to realize, the customer is sitting
behind his desk, wanting to be doing whatever is
onhistie.”

The Two-Buck Chucking of ties

Inspired by “Two-buck Chuck” Charles Shaw
wine at Trader Joe’s, two Naperville attorneys,
Gina and Greg Sugar, started The Tie Bar online
ayear ago.

Each of their ties is 100 percent silk, hand-
made—and just $15each.
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From top:
Charvet (the

preferred brand of

Gov. Rod Blagojevich) wine

and lilac woven tie with wine silk
tipping, made in France, $165 at
Saks Men's Store, 717 N. Michigan
Ave., 312-944-6500. Brioni blue and
pink silk self-tipped tie, handmade
in Italy, $165 at Saks Men’s Store.
Ted Baker fuchsia paisley silk tie with
contrast tipping, $79.50 at Haberdash,
1350 N. Wells St., 312-440-1300.
(Freud thought paisley

symbolized virility, owing to

its resemblance to a key

component of it.)

Tribune photos by Alex Garcia

—  “If Two-Buck Chuck
was able to convince wine
connoisseurs you don’t
have to spend $50 on a bot-
tle of wine, you can do the
same thing for ties,” Greg
Sugar said. “We found a
great manufacturer who
manufactures for other
major designers inthe US.,
though we’re not allowed
tosay which ones.”

The manufacturer in
Shengzhou, China, which
calls itself “Necktie City,”
uses Italian looming
machines, “which is why
many of the ties made in
China—despite the nega-
tive connotation—are so well made,” he said.

Available in extra long, the ties also are coated
for stain-resistance. “We were debating whether
to advertise that part—it’s too practical, too
Dockers,” Gina joked.

“But,” Greg said, “we’re going for the practi-
cal type of person in every way.”

Stripe silk
woven tie, $15,
thetiebar.com.

On the power of a tie

“There should be nothing casual about Friday—
it’s 20 percent of your workweek. If you come
to work in a polo shirt and khakis and the presi-
dent of a bank you've been courting shows up
and he's wearing a Lee Allison tie, you start that
discussion by apologizing [for your appearance].
Why leave it to chance? Whenever | take over a
company and people say, 'We're not wearing a
jacket and tie,'| say, "Yes, you are."”

—Patrick Palella
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Tim Rock mod-

els his Band of
Outsiders tie ($120)
from Guise, 2217
N. Halsted St., 773-
929-6101, with his
Band of Outsiders
shirt, Yves Saint
Laurent vest and
Paper Denim &
Cloth jeans.

Tribune photos
by Alex Garcia

QURIOUS CONSUMER

SIZE MATTERS

Wide world of ties just got skinnier

Chicago actor Tim Rock, 24,
doesn’t wear suits often.

Butties? All the time.

“There’s something sort of
modern and also throwback about
them,” he said.

Superslim is the style for him
and other fashion-forward types
thesedays.

J. Crew has gone boarding-
school skinny with its Cambridge
ties—2% inches versus its typical
3% inches, inspired by resurgent
fashion fondness for the movie
“Dead Poets Society,” said Todd
Snyder, vice president of men’s de-
sign. (Sold individually for $39.50,
they alsoform J. Crew’s new Tie of
the Month Club, launched for the
holidays—12 ties, with free ship-
ping, for $475. Call 866-739-5944 or
gotojcrew.com.)

Snyder and others have gone so
far astoresurrect the knit version.

“Our editor in chief has made
it his signature,” said Stephen
Watson, fashion editor at Men’s
Vogue. “He wears very slim dou-
ble-breasted suits with this knit
tie—it almost goes back to Gianni
Agnelli, the chairman of Fiat in
the ’50s and ’60s, who sort of popu-
larized the narrow tie.”

Words to the standard tie wear-
er: Even that width has narrowed
subtly, said Stan Gellers, senior
editor for menswear weekly DNR,
thanks in part to a similar slim-
ming of suits.

“Now 3% inches is the stan-
dard,” Gellers said. “Not too long
agoitwas4inches.”

For every action there’s an op-
posite reaction: Chicago designer
Kent Nielsen makes a statement
with wide-load ties—4 33 inches.

Men’s Vogue approves of that
too.

Fusiliers
Regimental
tie, $135, at
KentNielsen.com.
Fit tip
“The width of a necktie should
have some relationship to the
width of the jacket’s lapel. And
the width of the lapel relates to
the shoulder of the jacket, which
relates to the shoulders. If a big
guy wears a narrow tie, he'd look
pretty dumb, even if that's the
fashion.”
—Menswear god Alan Flusser, wheo
adds that a tie shouldn't fall below
the waistband of your trouser:

“We’ve found a very wide tie
looks very rich,” Watson said.

But don’t equate narrow with
unkempt.

“There was a time when I were
ties with T-shirts,” Rock admitted.
“But once Avril Lavigne was doing
that, I knew it was over.”

—Wendy Donatue





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 280
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 280
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


