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One of the oldest questions of philosophy concerns what
counts as “first philosophy”—which domain of philosophy
is the proper place for thinking to begin. This talk revisits
the question of philosophic beginnings in order to suggest
that environmental philosophy today needs to expand its
approach to include a “policy turn” where philosophers be-
gin from the projects and perspectives of other academic
disciplines, public agencies, and policy makers. This approach
will not only increase the relevance of environmental philoso-
phy within society; it will also spur new insights within the
more theoretical aspects of environmental philosophy.
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