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Nine new faculty members will join
Hardin-Simmons in the fall. The an-
nouncement was made by Dr. Bill Ellis,
vice president for academic affairs.
New Faculty for Fall 2003

Dr. Kenneth Lyle is joining the
Logsdon School of  Theology with the
rank of  associate professor of  New Testa-
ment and Greek. Dr. Lyle has most re-
cently been teaching at Bluefield College in
Bluefield, Virginia. His areas of  teaching
competence include Old and New Testa-
ment introduction, New Testament lan-
guage, New Testament literature, Biblical
backgrounds, church history, and preaching.

Dr. Ben Odhiambo has accepted a
faculty position in the Holland School of
Sciences and Mathematics as an assistant
professor of  environmental science.

His area of  expertise is as a geo-
science/environmental educator and will be
teaching in the department of  geology. Dr.
Odhiambo received his Ph.D. from the Uni-
versity of  Arkansas and has been employed
there as a research and teaching assistant.

Dr. Joanne Roberts has been hired as
an associate professor of  sociology in the
Cynthia Ann Parker College of  Liberal
Arts. Her areas of  research include family
process variables, cross-cultural compari-
sons of  families, and the factors that con-
tribute to deviance and resiliency in
children, adolescents, and families. Dr.
Roberts has recently been on the faculty at
Hill Community College in Hillsboro,
Texas.

The following is the fifth in a series of
articles about the 2003 inductees of  HSU’s
Hall of  Leaders.
The Kelley Hall of Leaders

Established in 2001, the Hardin-
Simmons University Hall of  Leaders pro-
vides for permanent recognition of
graduates, former students, and former
employees who have distinguished records
of  achievement and proven themselves as
men and women of  good character.

The Hall of  Leaders will be located in
the Elwin L. Skiles Social Science Building
that will be completed in August. The facil-
ity will include a first-floor circular corri-
dor, which will serve as the permanent
home for the Hall of  Leaders.

Doyle and Inez Kelley of  Houston
generously provided the funding for the
Hall.

Zollie Coffer Steakley
Zollie Coffer Steakley was born in

Rotan, Texas.
Following
graduation
from De Leon
High School in
1926, he en-
tered Simmons
University
where he be-
came known as
an outstanding
orator and de-

bater. In 1929, he received his bachelor of
arts degree, magna cum laude. Following his
graduation, Steakley moved to Austin and
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Dr. Sharon Rogers is joining the
Abilene Intercollegiate School of
Nursing as an assistant professor of
nursing. Dr. Rogers has most recently
been teaching at The University of
Texas at Tyler College of  Nursing.

Mrs. Sandy Self has accepted a
position as associate professor of po-
litical science and legal studies in the
Cynthia Ann Parker College of  Lib-
eral Arts. Mrs. Self  brings legal expe-
rience to the classroom and has most
recently been employed by the Texas
Department of  Protective and Regu-
latory Services as one of  their special
litigation attorneys.

Dr. Sharon Souter will be join-
ing the Abilene Intercollegiate School
of Nursing as an assistant professor

of  nursing and the director of  the
bachelor of  science in nursing in July.
Prior to coming to HSU, Dr. Souter
has been the director of  nursing pro-
grams and allied health at New
Mexico State University at Carlsbad,
New Mexico.
Non-Tenure Track Faculty

Mr. Rick Adams will be teach-
ing full time at HSU this year with the
rank of  visiting instructor of  art in
the Cynthia Ann Parker College of
Liberal Arts. He brings experience in
digital ink and paint, desktop anima-
tion, and various computer graphics
programs. Mr. Adams has taught for
HSU as an adjunct faculty member
for several semesters.

Mr. Richard Kincaid has ac-
cepted a position as visiting instruc-
tor of  communication in the Cynthia

Ann Parker College of  Liberal Arts.
He has been a graduate assistant in
the forensics program and recently
completed his master of science de-
gree from Abilene Christian Univer-
sity. He has had experience working
with debate teams and public speak-
ing.

Ms. Andrea Gasser has ac-
cepted a staff  teaching position in
our athletic training program. Ms.
Gasser has had athletic trainer experi-
ence traveling with football, basket-
ball, baseball, and hockey teams. She
will teach six hours in addition to su-
pervising students in this program.

Naomi Shihab Nye to be First Clayton Series Speaker
Naomi Shihab Nye, poet, essayist,

children’s author, and songwriter, will
be the speaker at the first Clayton
Speaker Series, named
in honor of the late
Dr. Lawrence Clay-
ton, former dean of
HSU’s College of
Liberal Arts.

The program will
be held on Monday,
Nov. 17, in the
Johnson Building’s
Multipurpose Room.
A question and answer session will be
held from 4 to 5 p.m., and the poetry
reading will be from 8 to 9 p.m., fol-
lowed by a reception and book signing.

Clayton died Dec. 31, 2000 after a
14-month struggle with Amyotrophic
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), commonly
called Lou Gehrig’s Disease.

Nye was born to a Palestinian fa-
ther and an American mother and
grew up in St. Louis, Jerusalem, and
San Antonio.

She has worked for 28 years as a
visiting writer in schools at all levels
and was a Guggenheim Fellow for

1997 and 1998 and a Wittner
Bynner Fellow (Library of
Congress) for 2000.

She has received, among
other honors, a Lavan Award
from the Academy of  Ameri-
can Poets, four Pushcart
Prizes, and numerous awards
and citations for her
children’s literature, including
two Jane Addams Children’s

Book Awards.
She is a regular colum-

nist for Organica, and her
work has been presented
on such shows as A Prairie
Home Companion and The
Writer’s Almanac.  She has
been featured on two Pub-
lic Broadcasting Series po-
etry specials: The Language
of  Life with Bill Moyers and
The United States of  Poetry.

When asked in an interview by
Rachel Barenblat for Pif Magazine how
teaching and writing intersect for her
and if  they are separate activities, or if
are they connected, Nye responded,
“Teaching and writing are separate, but
serve/feed one another in so many
ways. Writing travels the road inward,
teaching, the road out – helping others
move inward – it is an honor to be
with others in the spirit of writing and
encouragement.”

~ From “Darling” by Naomi Shihab Nye

We will take this word in our arms.
It will be small and breathing.
We will not wish to scare it.
Pressing lips to the edge of each syllable.
Nothing else will save us now.
The word “together” wants to live in every house.

Published in The Atlantic Monthly; March 1995; Darling;
Volume 275, No. 3; page 104.
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enrolled in the University of  Texas. He graduated with his
doctor of  jurisprudence, summa cum laude, in 1932. In 1939,
he married Leona Ruth Butler.

Steakley settled in Sweetwater and began his law practice.
In 1939 he returned to Austin, this time as the assistant at-
torney general for the State of  Texas. From 1942 to 1945
Steakley served as a lieutenant commander in the U.S. Navy.
Following his discharge, in 1946, he opened a private law
practice in Austin. From 1957 until 1961, Steakley served as
the secretary of  state for Texas.

In January of  1961, Zollie Steakley was elected as a Jus-
tice of  the Supreme Court of  Texas. He served in that ca-
pacity for the next 20 years. After his retirement in 1981 at
the age of  72, he served as a consultant in the Attorney
General’s Office until his death in 1992.

Both Hardin-Simmons University and the University of
Corpus Christi (now Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi)
bestowed the honorary doctor of  laws degree on Judge
Steakley in 1959. He was again honored by HSU in 1977
when he was named as a distinguished alumnus. Judge

Steakley served on the board of  trustees of  Hardin-
Simmons for 18 years.

Judge Steakley was a committed member of  the First
Baptist Church of  Austin, and for 42 years was the teacher
of  a radio Bible class. He served ten years as a member of
the Christian Education Commission of the Baptist General
Convention of  Texas and was the chairman of  the commis-
sion for two years.

Judge Steakley was a past president of  the Austin Lions
Club and a past district governor of  Lions International. He
served as a director of  the United Fund of  Austin and as a
member of  the executive board of  the Capital Area Council
of  the Boy Scouts of  America. He was a member of  the
Philosophical Society of  Texas.

Zollie Steakley was often called upon to speak to civic
and church organizations and in those addresses he consis-
tently stressed that “men and women of  good will, Chris-
tians especially, should assert themselves in the councils and
deliberations of  government.”

Zollie Steakley died on March 24, 1992.

How do you feel about the mail? Do you enjoy getting mail or do you dread the mail?  I once
heard at a business conference that your attitude about your mail is a simple self-test to determine
if  your basic tendencies are that of  an optimist or a pessimist. If  you enjoy getting mail, you have
optimistic tendencies. If  you dread getting mail, you have pessimistic tendencies.

Well, I love to get mail. Among all the bills, advertisements, problems and junk mail there is
invariably something of  delight—a card, a letter, a note and at times, a check. Fund-raisers love to
get checks in the mail. I have been known to attack the mail in search of  checks like a blind dog

in a meat house. Our mail is always cluttered with checks. Praise God!
One of  my cherished friendships centers on a relationship that has been established through the mail. Anytime I do

something worthwhile my friend sends me a note of  commendation. When it is my birthday, here comes a card from my

A Note From the V.P. for Advancement

Continued on page 4...

Wayne Roy
Vice President for Advancement

Meredith Armstrong joined Enrollment Services June 9
as the visitor coordinator. She previ-
ously worked in production for
KTXS-TV. Meredith graduated
from Howard Payne University with
a B.A. in liberal arts and sciences
with specializations in telecommuni-
cations, public relations, practical
theology, and psychology. She at-

tends First Baptist Church of  Abilene and enjoys play-
ing tennis. Welcome to the Forty Acres, Meredith!

Jay Michael Kniffen is new to the HSU Campus Police
department as of  June 10. Jay
graduated from Clyde High School
and attended Cisco Junior College.
He holds a Texas Peace Office li-
cense and is a graduate of  the U.S.
Border Patrol Academy. Jay attends
First Baptist Church of  Clyde and
enjoys hunting and fishing.

Welcome to the Forty Acres, Jay!
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Calendar of events

Remember in prayerNotes of interest
Names are added to this list weekly and remain for a
period of  two weeks.

Tom Moritz, assistant professor of  marketing

Bobby Torrance, father of  Dr. Pam Williford, dean of
the Irvin School of  Education

Tommy Lacewell, brother of  Robert Lacewell, HSU
board of  trustees member

Chris Bowers, cousin of  Charles Richardson, director of
media relations

Sympathy to the family of  Michah Tate Lindstrom,
1998 magna cum laude graduate of  HSU and Clyde junior high
school coach and teacher, who died from injuries while
attempting to rescue a friend from waters of  Pecan Bayou at
Brownwood.

• Independence Day Holiday
Friday, July 4.

Faculty and Staff  Baby Contest
     It’s time to dig out those cute pictures of  your-
self  as a child because we’re having a summertime

baby contest! That’s right. It’s time to show off  just how
cute you were as a baby! Do you think your co-workers will
recognize you? Win a prize if  you can recognize them!
Here’s how to play:
     1. Submit a picture of  yourself  and $1.00 to the Career
Services Office by Friday, June 27. You may drop it off  at
Moody Center, Room 215 or put it in campus mail (HSU
Box 16090). Please be sure to include your name with the
picture. YES...your picture will be returned!
     2. The pictures will be displayed in the foyer of  Sandefer
Memorial starting Tuesday, July 1. All participants will be e-
mailed a form to complete identifying each faculty or staff
member’s baby picture.
     3. Return your completed form to Jennifer Phillips in Ca-
reer Services via e-mail or campus mail by noon on Thurs-
day, July 10.
     Whoever guesses the most pictures correctly will win all
the money that was submitted. In case of  a tie, there will be
a drawing for the cash. The winner will be announced on
Friday, July 11.
     Don’t wait. Get those baby pictures submitted!

Colleague Conversion
Colleague will be down for conversion on Friday,
June 27, and will not be available for use again

until Monday, June 30.
friend. When we secure a major gift, I get a note celebrating
the good news. Sometimes, my friend just sends me a note
because she wants to and at other times, a note comes be-
cause she feels I might need some encouragement. I under-
stand that my friend sends over 30 notes and letters a week
and this does not include cards. In my travels, I make con-
tact with HSU alumni, donors, and friends all over the re-
gion. I am amazed to learn they too have received notes
from my friend. What a wonderful ministry God has given
my friend and what a blessing God has given me—my
friend, her pen and the mail.

I think that I will drop her a line and tell her how much
I love and appreciate her. You may want to do the same or
you may know of  someone that may want to drop her a line.
Here is her address: Aileen Culpepper, 2433 North 3rd,
Abilene, TX 79603.

A NOTE FROM WAYNE ROY
...continued from page 3

For a day in your courts is better

than a thousand elsewhere.

Psalm 84:10a


