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NOTES ON BIRDS OBSERVED IN THE COMOROS ON BEHALF OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

1 / by A.  D .  Forbes-Watson - 

In t roduct ion  

A t  the  request  of  D r .  S .  Dil lon Ripley I  v i s i t e d  t h e  Comoros 
t o  a s c e r t a i n  condi t ions  and r egu la t ions  regarding t h e  making of 
s c i e n t i f i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n .  I  spent 
a  f o r t n i g h t  on t h e  i s l a n d s ,  and, wh i l s t  passing through Tananarive, 
Madagascar, made s i m i l a r  enqu i r i e s  t h e r e .  The r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  
reconnaissance follow. 

Whilst conducting t h i s  enquiry I  was g r e a t l y  helped by many 
people;  I  would l i k e  t o  t ake  t h i s  opportuni ty t o  thank t h e  following, 
who p a r t i c u l a r l y  went out  of  t h e i r  way t o  he lp :  

A i r  France was wonderful i n  providing in t roduct ions  and i n  general  
f a c i l i t a t i n g  my work. In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  M.  Louis Henry of  Nairobi,  Regional 
Manager f o r  Afr ica ,  and M .  S. Barthelez i n  Tananarive were most he lp fu l .  

On Grand Comoro, M.  P i e r r e  Besnault ,  of t h e  Veter inary Department, 
was extremely kind and h e l p f u l ,  and a l s o  a s s i s t e d  with t r a n s l a t i o n s .  
He a l s o  took me t o  var ious  p laces  of i n t e r e s t .  

I would l i k e  t o  thank D r .  S. Di l lon  Ripley f o r  permission t o  
publ i sh  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  and my f r i e n d  Con Benson f o r  h e l p f u l  advice and 
sugges t ions .  

The avifauna cannot be expected t o  have a l t e r e d  much i n  t h e  l a s t  
seven yea r s ,  but  two s p e c i e s ,  both in t roduc t ions ,  have increased t h e i r  
range s i n c e  1958. One, indeed, is a recent  i n t roduc t ion  and i s  not  
mentioned by Benson. This i s  t h e  domestic pigeon "Colwnba l i v i a , "  
which I  saw a t  Fomboni (Moheli), Mutsamudu (Anjouan), and Dzaoudzi and 
Mamoutzou (Mayotte). The o t h e r ,  Passer  domesticus, has spread on 
Pamanzi I s l e t ,  Mayotte and has  reached the  main i s l a n d ;  I a l s o  saw it 
on Anjouan, whence it had previous ly  not  been recorded. 

Suggestions f o r  f u r t h e r  work i n  t h e  Comoros 

I  t h ink  t h a t  a  f u r t h e r  expedi t ion  t o  the  Comoros so soon a f t e r  t h e  
1958 expedit ion would be j u s t i f i e d  on the  following grounds: 
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1. A f u r t h e r  general  s tudy c o l l e c t i o n ,  which, i f  properly conducted, 
would have no de t r imenta l  e f f e c t  on t h e  populat ion of  any Comoran endemic, 
would be of  g rea t  importance i n  t h e  New World, where t h e r e  i s  apparent ly  
no comprehensive c o l l e c t i o n  from t h e  Comoros. The only races  which might 
have only a few b i r d s  l e f t  both occur on Anjouan; - Otus r u t i l u s  capnodes 
may be  e x t i n c t ,  and only one Accip i te r  f r a n c e s i i  p u s i l l u s  was seen i n  
1958. 

2 .  Although t h e  avifauna i s  now probably f a i r l y  well-known 
taxonomically, it i s  very l i k e l y  t h a t  some new and e x c i t i n g  d iscover ies  
can be made, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on Moheli and Mayotte. The b e s t  means would 
be ex tens ive  mis t -ne t t ing  i n  t h e  more remote f o r e s t s .  This method 
s t i l l  produces s u r p r i s e s  i n  such a well-worked a r e a  as  Kenya. 

3 .  An enormous amount has s t i l l  t o  be  l e a r n t  of  t h e  biology and 
ecology of a l l  t h e  spec ie s .  One aspec t  which would repay study i s  t h e  
voices ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of  c lose ly - re l a t ed  b i r d s ,  i . e . ,  t h e  two Microscel is  
spp. and t h e  two N e s i l l a s  spp. on Moheli; Dicrurus spp. (why i s  t h e r e  none 
on Moheli?); Nectar in ia  spp,  and Zosterops spp. To t h i s  end sound- 
recordings would be t h e  most valuable m a t e r i a l ,  and might he lp  i n  
e luc ida t ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

4.  The breeding of  t h e  endemic genus Humblotia, confined t o  Grand 
Comoro, is s t i l l  unknown. Benson (p.  71) suggests  October as  being t h e  
most l i k e l y  month i n  which t o  f i n d  t h e  n e s t .  

5. There a r e  s t i l l  some i n t e r e s t i n g  problems on r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  
be worked out ,  i . e . ,  Nes i l l a s  mariae and N .  t y p i c a  on Moheli; as  Benson 
says he only a r b i t r a r i l y  separa ted  a pa r tTcu la r  populat ion as  belonging 
t o  t h e  new spec ie s .  Only f i e l d  observa t ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  regarding 
voice ,  can r e a l l y  show whether he "guessed" c o r r e c t l y  (see h i s  d iscuss ion  
p .  81) .  On Moheli t h e r e  a r e  two spec ie s  of Microsce l i s ,  M .  c r a s s i r o s t r i s  
and M .  madagascariensis ,  and t h e i r  comparative eco log ica l~ requ i remen t s  
a re  still unknown. On Grand Comoro t h e  l a t t e r  spec ie s  has two so -ca l l ed  
phases, which may, poss ib ly ,  a c t u a l l y  r ep resen t  populat ions of  s i b l i n g  
spec ie s .  

6 .  There a r e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t s  regarding d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

a .  Why is t h e r e  no - Otus, Acc ip i t e r  o r  Dicrurus on Moheli? 

b .  Why i s  t h e r e  no Coracopsis,  Nes i l l a s  o r  Turdus on Mayotte? 

c .  Why a r e  Treron a u s t r a l i s  and Cyanolanius madagascarinus 
confined t o  Moheli? I t  i s  not  t h e  c l o s e s t  i s l a n d  t o  Madagascar, from - 
which t h e i r  nea res t  r e l a t i v e s  a r e  known. 

d .  Why a r e  only two spec ie s  of s w i f t  known from each i s l and ;  
i n  a l l ,  except Grand Comoro, made up o f  Apusba rba tus  and Cypsiurus 
parvus? On Grand Comoro t h e  former i s  replaced  by Chaetura g r a n d i d i e r i ,  
whose nea res t  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  i n  Madagascar, and y e t  it only occurs on 
t h e  f a r t h e s t  i s l a n d  from t h e r e .  



Perhaps, with f u r t h e r  c o l l e c t i n g  and observa t ion ,  it may be found 
t h a t  t h e  apparent gaps a re  only gaps i n  knowledge, and a re  not  r e a l  gaps 
a t  a l l .  

7 .  I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know i f  any of the  in t roduc t ions  
have any e f f e c t  on t h e  indigenous avifauna.  The recent  i n t roduc t ion  of 
domestic pigeons on Moheli, Anjouan and Mayotte may a l s o ,  eventua l ly ,  
become of  importance. 

8.  One o r  two of  t h e  o f f - ly ing  i s l e t s  would be worth i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  
I flew over Chaco I s l e t ,  o f f  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  Moheli, and it was very 
"white-washed." On Anjouan a M .  F lobe r t ,  who had been s t a t i o n e d  on 
Moheli, s a i d  he had v i s i t e d  Chaco once, but  could t e l l  me nothing of  
t h e  b i r d s  he saw t h e r e ,  except t h a t  t h e r e  were many, were nes t ing ,  and 
t h a t  some dived a t  him. Few sea-b i rds  have been recorded from t h e  
Comoros, bu t  t h i s  may be  a b reed ing- s t a t ion  of  spec ie s  not o f t en  seen 
near  land, i . e . ,  P r o c e l l a r i i d a e ,  Sul idae  and Fregat idae.  

Since t h e  above was w r i t t e n  I have received a l e t t e r  from Benson 
(pers .  comm. 18 Nov. 1965), i n  which he says :  "I do most s i n c e r e l y  
hope t h a t  you can go back t o  t h e  Comoros. I have always hankered t o  go 
back myself t o  c l e a r  up var ious  po in t s .  . . I c a n ' t  t e l l  you how pleased 
I should be i f  you can . . . . The r e a l  plum f o r  you t o  make f o r  i s  
Moheli, which was almost unknown before  we went t h e r e ,  and where due t o  
t h e  vagar ies  o f  boats  we could only spend two weeks. You might well  
pick up something t h e r e  which we d i d n ' t  f i n d  a t  a l l .  And do t r y  and 
f ind  out  what you can about the  ecology of  t h e  two Microscel is  and two 
Nes i l l a s  t h e r e .  You a l s o  ought t o  look a t  t h e  small  i s l a n d s  o f f  t h e  
coast  f o r  s ea -b i rds .  Chaco (eas tern  s i d e )  we cou ldn ' t  ge t  t o  a t  a l l .  
Another plum would be t o  f i n d  a nes t  o f  Humblotia on Grand Comoro. We 
were t h e r e  a t  t h e  wrong t ime,  and I ' d  guess October would be t h e  time. 
Oh, I do hope you can manage t h i s ! "  

The Comoro Is lands  

I spen t  a t o t a l  of  two weeks i n  t h e  Comoros, i n  which time I v i s i t e d  
a l l  four  i s l a n d s .  My i t i n e r a r y  fo l lows:  

12 Oct. 
14 
14-19 
19 
19-21 
2 1 
21-23 
2 3 
23-28 
2 8 
30 

1965. Nairobi-Tanarive, Madagascar 
t o  Moroni, Grand Comoro 
on GRAND COMORO 
t o  Fomboni, Moheli 
on MOHELI 
t o  Mutsamudu, Anj ouan 
on ANJOUAN 
t o  Dzaoudzi, Mayotte 
on MAYOTTE 
t o  Tananarive v i a  Moroni 
t o  Nairobi,  Kenya. 

A l l  l o c a l i t i e s  mentioned i n  the  accounts ,  e t c . ,  can be found i n  
t h e  new 1:50000 maps of  t h e  a rchipe lago.  B r i e f l y ,  the  p a r t s  of each 
i s l a n d  I was ab le  t o  ge t  t o  were: 



Grand Comoro: Moroni; west coas t  Moroni-Mitsamiouli-"Hole of  t h e  
Prophet;" Mitsamiouli-La G r i l l e ;  M'vouni, La Belvedere, Nioumbadjou on 
western s lopes  of  M t .  Karthala;  r i dge  between La G r i l l e  and M t .  Karthala .  

Moheli: Fomboni and f o r e s t  a reas  immediately above. 

Anjouan: Mutsamudu, and coas t  t o  west of  i t ;  Mutsamudu-Bamboa-Domoni. 

Mayotte: Dzaoudzi, e t c . ,  Pamanzi I s l e t ;  Mamoutzou and f o r e s t  immediately 
above i t ;  Lake Carr ien i  (= Dziani Carehani) ,  v i a  Combani and Passamainte; 
Mavingoni v i a  Dembeni. 

The l a s t  o rn i tho log ica l  work done i n  the  Comoros was t h a t  of  t h e  
B r i t i s h  Orn i tho log i s t s '  Union Centenary Expedition 1958, led  by 
M r .  C .  W .  Benson. I t  spent  a t o t a l  o f  100 days i n  t h e  i s l a n d s ,  from 
6 August - 13 November 1958. I would l i k e  t o  express he re  my g rea t  
apprec ia t ion  of  Benson's r e p o r t  ( I b i s  103b, 1960:s-106) on t h i s  expe- 
d i t i o n .  I t  was an invaluable  guide t o  me whi l s t  I was on t h e  i s l ands  
and, indeed, before  I landed. The o rn i tho log ica l  p a r t  of  my repor t  is 
based d i r e c t l y  on h i s ;  t h e  nomenclature used follows Benson o r ,  i f  t h e  
s p e c i e s  i s  not  mentioned by him, Praed and Grant 's  name i s  used ("Birds 
of  East and Northeast Africa,"  2 v o l s . )  . 

For an exce l l en t  general  account of  the  i s l a n d s ,  and d e t a i l e d  
desc r ip t ions  of  each, I cannot do b e t t e r  than r e f e r  t o  Benson's paper.  
Since he was t h e r e  i n  1958 t h e r e  have been only a few changes. The s e a t  
of  government has moved from Dzaoudzi, Mayotte t o  Moroni, Grand Comoro. 
There a r e  now extremely good l a rge - sca le  maps of  a l l  t h e  i s l a n d s .  Grand 
Comoro and Anjouan even have a few miles  of  bi tuminised roads.  There 
i s  a Forest  Of f i ce r  a c t u a l l y  s t a t i o n e d  i n  the  i s l a n d s ,  a t  Moroni, and 
t h e  government has r e c e n t l y  purchased L a  G r i l l e  f o r e s t ,  bu t  w i l l  s t i l l  
allow grazing t h e r e i n .  

L i s t  of  Birds recorded from t h e  Comoros 

Endemics underl ined;  * new records  (by Forbes-Watson 1965); GC 
Grand Comoro, A Anjouan, Mo Moheli, My Mayotte 

1. Podiceps r u f i c o l l i s  capensis  
2. Phaethon lep turus  l ep tu rus  
3. *Freeata  a r i e l  subso. - 
4. Ardea c inerea  c ine rea  (= johannae) 
5 .  A .  humbloti 
6 .  Egre t t a  a lba  melanorhynchos 
7. *E. g a r z e t t a  
8.  Ardeola i b i s  i b i s  
9. A. r a l l o i d e s  

10. A. i dae  
11. Butorides s t r i a t u s  rhizophorae 
12. Dendrocynna v iduata  
13. Milvus h ierans  o a r a s i t u s  - 
14. Acc ip i t e r  f r a n c e s i i  g r iveaudi  

pus i  1 l u s  
b ru tus  

Mo My* A 
GC Mo My A 

Mo* 
GC Mo My A 

Mo My* A? 
GC Mo My A 

Mo* 
GC Mo My A 

Mo ?My A? 
?GC* MY 

GC Mo My A 
Mo ?My 

GC Mo Mv A 



15. Circus sp i lonotus  macrosceles 
16. Falco peregrinus radama/perconfuscus 
17. F. newtoni aldabranus 
18. Coturnix co turn ix  a f r i c a n a  
19. Numida meleagris m i t r a t a  
20. Porphyrio a l l e n i  
21. Ga l l inu la  chloropus pyrrhorhoa 
22. Charadrius h i a t i c u l a  tundrae 
23. Ch. l e schenau l t i  
24. *Ch. fulvus 
25. Ch. squa ta ro la  
26. Arenaria i n t e r p r e s  i n t e r p r e s  
27. C a l i d r i s  fe r ruginea  
28. C.  minuta 
29. Crocethia  a lba  
30. *Philopachus pugnax 
31. Tringa hypoleucos hypoleucos 
32. T.  nebular ia  
33. T. c ine rea  
34. Numenius arquatus o r i e n t a l i s  
35. N .  phaeopus phaeopus 
36. Glareola ocu la r i s  
37. Dromas ardeola  
38. S te rna  b e r g i i  t h a l a s s i n a  
39. S .  bengalensis  par .  
40. Columba a rqua t r ix  p o l l e n i  
41. S t r e p t o p e l i a  p i c t u r a t a  comorensis 
42. S .  capicola  t r o p i c a  
43. Tur tur  tympanistr ius  
44. Treron a u s t r a l i s  g r iveaud i  
45. Alectroenas sganzin i  sganzin i  
46. Coracopsis vasa makawa 

comorensis 
47. C. n i g r a  s i b i l a n s  
48. Agapornis cana cana 
49. Eurystomus glaucurus glaucurus 
50. Leptosomus d i sco lo r  d i s c o l o r  

MY A 
MY A 

A 
My A 
MY A 

?My 
MY A 
MY A 
MY 
MY * 
MY 
MY A 
My* A 

GC 
GC 
GC* 
GC 
GC 
GC* 

Mo* 
Mo GC 

GC* 
GC 

- 

g r a c i l i s  GC 
intermedius (= anjouanensis) 

Alcedo v i n t s i o i d e s  johannae GC 
Merops supe rc i l i o sus  s u p e r c i l i o s u s  GC 
Tyto a lba  a f f i n i s  GC 
Otus r u t i l u s  p a u l i a n i  

mayottensis 
capnodes 

Apus barba tus  mayottensis 
Cypsiurus parvus gr iveaudi  
Chaetura e rand id io r i  mariae 

Mo* 
Mo 

" . . 

58. Microscel is  c r a s s i r o s t r i s  moheliensis Mo 
59. M .  madagascariensis p a r v i r o s t r i s  (= r o s t r a t a )  GC Mo My A 
60. Coracina c inerea  moheliensis blo - 

c u c u l l a t a  (= sulphurea)  GC 
61. Hun~blotia f l a v i r o s t r i s  GC 



Terpsiphone mutata comorensis 
voelzkowiana 

Nesillas mariae 
N .  typica moheliensis 

brevicaudata 
longicaudata 

Cvanolanius mada~ascarinus 
Dicrurus fuscipeiinis 
D. forficatus potior 

comorensis 

D, waldeni 
Corvus albus 
Acridotheres tristis tristis 
Zosterops senegalensis 
Z. mouroniensis 
Z. maderaspatana comorensis 

anjouanensis 
Z. mayottensis mayottensis (= semiflava) 
Nectarinia notata moebii 

voeltzkowi 
N. humbloti humbloti 

mohelica 
N. comorensis 
N. coquereli 
Passer domesticus arboreus - ~ -  ~ 

Foudia madagascariensis 
F. eminentissima eminentissima 

consobrina 
algondae 
an j ouanens is 

Lonchura cucullata scutata 

Summary of forms recorded on each Island 

GC Mo My A 
1.. Endemic Genus 1 - - - a 
7.. I f  species with no races 3 1 2 1 b 

I I I f  ,, 2 " 1 1 1.. - - C 
1.. 1 t 1 )  
- 

Total 9.. 1 1  ( 1  

5.. " races 
34.. 1 I , , - 

Total 39.. 1 ,  1 ,  

2.. I ,  1 ,  

1 .  1 1  3 1 

of endemic species (c+d) 2 2 - 1 f 
confined to 1 island 12 9 

( 1  

5 8 g  
I '  1 " ((f+g) 14 11 5 9 h  - 

I I " 2 islands 1 1  - 2 i 
1 ,  t, 3 ! T  1 1 1 l j  -. . 

8.. 1 %  1 ,  I I v v  4 T !  8 8 8 8 k  
- 

Total 50.. 1 1  1 ,  (h+i+j+k) 23 21 14 20 1 
Total 57. .  Forms (b+l) 26 22 16 21 m 

1.. Endemic race no longer recognized 1 1 1 1 n 



Other s p e c i e s  (not endemic) 
Tota l  spec ie s  (l+(m+n+o) 

Additions t o  t h e  Comoro Avifauna 

In  October 1965 I made t h e  following 15 extens ions  t o  range: 

2 Species new t o  l i s t  ( I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  both these  
spec ie s  have r ecen t ly  been observed i n  
~ a d a ~ a s c a r  - s e e  0 .  Appert L'Oiseau e t  l a  Revue 
F r a n ~ a i s e  d lOrni thologie  Vol. 35, 1965:66-69.) 

24. Charadrius fu lvus  Mv 
30. Philopachus pugnax 

1 Species suspected but  not  previous ly  
3. Fregata a r i e l  

1 Species r e i n s t a t e d  
7. Egre t t a  g a r z e t t a  

10 Extensions t o  previous ly  known range 
1. Podiceps r u f i c o l l i s  
5 .  Ardea humbloti 

27. C a l i d r i s  f e r rug inea  
29. Crocethia a lba  
33. Tringa c ine rea  
34. Numenius arquatus 
36. Glareola o c u l a r i s  
55. Apus barba tus  
81. Passer  domesticus 

1 Species not c e r t a i n l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
- ?10. Ardeola s p . ,  probably idae 
14+?1 

GC 
i d e n t i f i e d  

Mo 

Breeding behaviour of  some s o r t  was seen i n  t h e  following 18 s p e c i e s ,  
including 4 (marked *) f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  t h e  Comoros: 

Phaethon l ep tu rus  
Egre t t a  a lba  
Ardeola i b i s  
Butorides s t r i a t u s  
Acc ip i t e r  f r a n c e s i i  
Circus sp i lono tus  
Leptosomus d i sco lo r  
Alcedo v i n t s i o i d e s  
Microsce l i s  madagascariensis 
Saxicola to rqua ta  
Dicrurus fusc ipennis  
Dicrurus waldeni 
Corvus albus 
Acridotheres t r i s t i s  
Nectar in ia  n o t a t a  
Nectar in ia  coquere l i  
Passer  domesticus 
Foudia eminentissima 



Of t h e s e ,  nes t ing  has never been observed before i n  two spec ie s :  
50. Leptosomus d i sco lo r  
68. Dicrurus fuscipennis  

Notes on Individual  Species 

Immediately following each name i s  t h e  known s t a t u s  of each spec ie s  on 
each i s l a n d :  

GC Grand Comoro, Mo Moheli, My Mayotte, A Anjouan 
- not recorded 
? of poss ib l e  occurrence 
no brackets  i f  seen by me 
( i f  not seen by me 
* extension of previous ly  known range 

- breeding noted by me 

1. Podiceps r u f i c o l l i s  - (Mo) MY* (A) 
Noted once. when 12 were seen a t  one time on t h e  c r a t e r  lake Dziani 

Dzaha on Pamanzi I s l e t ,  Mayotte on 23 October. A l l  were i n  p a i r s ,  
except f o r  one group of four  b i r d s .  

This is  an extension of range,  but  Benson (p. 30) thought it might 
occur on t h i s  very lake .  

2. Phaeton lep turus  (GC) (Mo) 5 (A) 
Onlv seen i n  one u l ace .  a t  Mova on t h e  e a s t  coast  of Pamanzi 

I s l e t ,  Mayotte, on 24 October, when a t  l e a s t  20 were seen along two 
miles  of c l i f f s .  Their  c e n t r a l  t a i l - f e a t h e r s  were except ional ly  long 
i n  a l l  cases ,  except t h a t  two b i r d s  had s h o r t  c e n t r a l  t a i l - f e a t h e r s ,  
bu t  were otherwise i n  adu l t  d re s s .  They were f l y i n g  i n  p a i r s  along 
t h e  c l i f f  near  t h e  top ,  and were f l u t t e r i n g  a t  p a r t i c u l a r  spo t s  where 
t h i c k  bush grew t o  t h e  br ink .  Only one was seen t o  land, and i t  
immediately took o f f  again. They gave a creaky t e r n - l i k e  "kyi!" i n  
f l i g h t .  An apparent d i sp lay  was seen ,  i n  which the  lower b i r d  of a 
p a i r  f l y i n g  along t h e  c l i f f  c a r r i e d  on i n  normal f l i g h t ,  bu t  t h e  
o t h e r ,  which was a few f e e t  behind and above i t ,  made f a i r l y  prolonged 
g l i d e s  above i t s  pa r tne r  with h a l f - r a i s e d  wings and the  t a i l  depressed 
v e r t i c a l l y .  

I looked c a r e f u l l y  a t  each b i r d  seen ,  and a l l  were of t h i s  
spec ie s .  

3 .  Fregata a r i e l  - MO* - - 
A p a i r  was seen,  and p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  on 20 October a t  

Fomboni, Moheli. They were s a i l i n g  without a wing-flap i n  t h e  d i r e c -  
t i o n  of Grand Comoro, v i s i b l e  on t h e  hor izon .  

Benson (p. 104) saw Fr iga te  Birds on Moheli and Anjouan, but  
could not  i d e n t i f y  t h e  spec ie s .  

4. Ardea c ine rea  (GC) Mo My A 
On 19 October I saw a s i n g l e  b i r d  on the  rocks t o  the e a s t  of 

Fomboni, Moheli. 



On 23 October one was seen on t h e  coast  near  Mutsamudu, Anjouan. 

In  t h e  c r a t e r  lake Dziani Dzaha on Pamanzi I s l e t ,  Mayotte two 
s i n g l e  b i r d s  were seen 23 October. On 24 October s i x  were seen 
toge the r  on the  beach a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of the  i s l e t  a t  h igh  t i d e ;  
they  allowed a f a i r l y  c lose  approach. 

5 .  Ardea humbloti - - (Mo) My* (?A) 
On 24 October on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Pamanzi I s l e t .  Mavotte a s i n e l e  - - 

b i r d  was watched f o r  a h a l f  an hour from a d is tance  of about 40 yards.  
I t  was f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  t h i c k e r  weedy pa tches  i n  shallow water  on t h e  
r e e f  a t  low t i d e .  I t  was seen t o  ca tch  a deep-bodied green f i s h  c .  6 
inches long. The b i r d  s tood motionless with lowered head and wings 
s l i g h t l y  out  from the  body; it gave a quick jab and caught t h e  f i s h  j u s t  
behind t h e  g i l l s .  I t  was maneuvered quickly  u n t i l  i t s  head pointed 
down t h e  b i r d ' s  g u l l e t ,  and immediately swallowed. About f i v e  minutes 
l a t e r  it caught another  very small  f i s h  i n  the  same way. 

There was a black plume on t h e  nape. The legs were d u l l  grey- 
brown; b i l l  d u l l  yel lowish,  b l ack i sh  a t  the  base; i r i s  yellow. 

6 .  E g r e t t a  a lba  - 
Not seen on Grand Comoro. 

(GC) Mo My A - 

Near Fomboni, Moheli fou r  n e s t s  were found i n  a baobab t r e e  on 19 
October. There were th ree  well-grown young and 13 adu l t s  i n  t h e  t r e e .  
They were seen along the  coast  nearby on seve ra l  occasions,  f i s h i n g  i n  
t i d a l  rock-pools.  The colors  of  t h e  s o f t  p a r t s  were the  same i n  a l l  
b i r d s  seen:  i r is  pa le  yellow; b i l l  yellow; t a r s i  b lack .  

Near Mutsamudu, Anjouan one was seen on 23 October. 

On Mayotte one was seen on t h e  a i r f i e l d  a t  Dzaoudzi on 14 October. 

The Moheli colony is evident ly  t h e  same as t h a t  seen by Benson 
(p.  32) .  From h i s  photograph ( p l .  3) the  n e s t s  seem higher  than when 
I saw them. 

7 .  Egre t t a  g a r z e t t a  - MoX - - 
One was seen on t h e  a i r f i e l d  a t  Fomboni, Moheli on 2 1  October.  

Old records a r e  r e j ec t ed  by Benson (p.  103) as  probably r e f e r r i n g  t o  
E .  a l b a .  This b i r d  was i n  the  white  phase,  and was observed c l o s e l y  - - 
8.  Ardeola i b i s  - GC Mo My A - 

On Grand Comoro it was seen twice on 17 October, a t  Mitsamiouli 
t h r e e  b i r d s  were seen i n  a Baobab t r e e ;  and two tame b i r d s  were accom- 
panying c a t t l e  a t  Ivembeni a t  c .  2500 f e e t  a . s . 1 .  

On Moheli it was more common. There were a t  l e a s t  40 near  Fomboni, 
and on 20 October 30 were seen t o  f l y  t o  t h e  r i v e r  a t  dusk. A l l  were 
seen t o  take  repeated drinks of  t h e  f r e s h  water .  

On Anjouan t h e r e  was a colony of perhaps 40-50 nes t s  i n  two t r e e s  
near  t h e  shore ,  not  f a r  from t h e  a i r f i e l d  t o  the  north of Mutsamudu. 



A few of  these  b i r d s  had b r i g h t  pink b i l l s ,  as  i s  recorded by Benson 
(p. 33) f o r  one of h i s  Anjouan b i r d s .  I have seen the  same th ing  i n  
Afr ica  and Madagascar a t  breeding colonies .  

On Mayotte they were f a i r l y  common, and t h e r e  must have been a 
r o o s t  somewhere near  t h e  a i r f i e l d  on Pamanzi I s l e t ,  as many b i r d s  
could be seen f l y i n g  s t e a d i l y  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  each evening. Most of 
t hese  came from Mayotte i t s e l f ,  and small groups flew f a i r l y  low over 
t h e  water  from t h e r e ,  u sua l ly  pass ing  c lose  t o  Dzaoudzi. I looked f o r  
a breeding colony near  t h e  a i r f i e l d ,  but  saw no s i g n  of one. 

9 .  Ardeola r a l l o i d e s  - (Mo) (?My) (?A) 
Not seen by me, and only t h r e e  were seen by Benson (p .  34) on Mohelj 

10. Ardeola idae  - ?GC* - My - - 
A t  Mitsamiouli ,  Grand Comoro a small  heron, probably of t h i s  

spec ie s ,  was seen f l y i n g  i n t o  a t h i c k  p l a n t a t i o n  bn 17 October. I f  it 
was indeed t h i s  spec ie s  it i s  new f o r  the  i s l a n d  - A. r a l l o i d e s  has a l s o  
not  been recorded, bu t  it i s  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  occur (see Benson:34). 

An undoubted A.  i dae  i n  non-breeding dress  was seen on 24 October 
a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  e n d - o f s a n z i  I s l e t ,  Mayotte i n  a t h i c k  bush j u s t  above 
t h e  beach. When d is turbed  it s e t t l e d  i n  shallow water  on t h e  r e e f .  
Benson saw seve ra l  on Lake Car r i en i ,  bu t  t h i s  was completely dry when I 
v i s i t e d  it on 25 October. 

11. Butorides s t r i a t u s  GC Mo My (A) 
On 17 October a few b i r d s  were seen a t  Mitsamiouli ,  ~ r z d  Comoro 

and a t  t h e  "Hole of t h e  Prophet" on t h e  northwest coas t ;  and a s i n g l e  
b i r d  was seen i n  a p l a n t a t i o n  a t  Maouni a t  c .  2000 f e e t  a . s .1 .  

On 18 October a nes t  conta in ing  two eggs was found i n  t h e  small 
mangrove swamp a t  Voidjou, about f i v e  miles  north of Moroni, Grand 
Comoro. This nes t  was about 15 f e e t  up on a t h i n  ou te r  branch of a 
mangrove t r e e ;  it was a small  s t i c k  s t r u c t u r e  about 15 inches across  
and s i x  inches deep. The eggs were i n  a s l i g h t  depression about two 
inches deep and n ine  inches across .  The nes t  was b u i l t  of t h i n  twigs,  
and t h e r e  was no l i n i n g .  The eggs a r e  c l e a r  pa l e  b lue ,  measuring 
40.5 x 28, 39 x 29 mu. 

On Moheli only one was seen,  and t h a t  i n  a coconut p l an ta t ion  on 
20 October. 

None was seen on Anjouan. 

On Mayotte t h e r e  was gene ra l ly  one t o  be seen on the  r e e f s  near  
Dzaoudzi, Pamanzi I s l e t .  This b i r d ,  a female, was seen c l o s e l y  enough 
t o  note  t h a t  t h e  i r is  and legs  were b r i g h t  yellow. A l l  t h e  males seen 
had orange legs ;  t hus ,  i n  four  males which were seen on t h e  r e e f s  o f f  
t h e  e a s t e r n  shore of the  i s l e t ,  a l l  had orange l egs .  

12. Dendrocygna v idua ta  - (Mo) (?My) - 
Not seen by me, and Benson only saw one p a r t y  on Moheli (p. 35) .  



13. Milvus migrans GC Mo My A 
Common on a l l  fou r  i s l a n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  Fomboni, Moheli and a t  

Dzaoudzi, Pamanzi I s l e t ,  Mayotte. One on Moheli was seen ea t ing  a very 
l a rge  crab claw. One had been k i l l e d  on the  a i r f i e l d  a t  Dzaoudzi, 
presumably by an a i r c r a f t .  No s ign  of  breeding was seen.  

14.  Accip i te r  f r a n c e s i i  G C  - My (A) 
One was seen a t  Nioumbadjou, Grand Comoro on 18 October. I t T a s  

molesting a p a i r  of  Dicrurus fusc ipennis  which had a n e s t ,  and I suspect  
t h e  Goshawk robbed i t .  This b i r d  was dark grey above, p a l e r  on the  
head, and pure white below (but s ee  Benson:36). The i r is  was dark 
yellow. 

On Mayotte they were not  uncommon, and a p a i r  was watched near  t h e  
Leptosomus n e s t  on a few occasions on 25 and 26 October. The female 
was seen c a l l i n g  on s e v e r a l  occasions "ooi! i !  i!" and "00, oo i !  i!. . . 
i! i!," e t c . ,  t h e  "oo" descending s l i g h t l y ;  a l s o  "ooik!." The female 
bent  h e r  head when t h e  male made a querying "werk!. . . werk! . . ., ! 1 

and he mounted h e r  with a loud s e r i e s  of " i - i k ! .  . . i - i k ! .  . . .I' He 
stood on h e r  back f o r  a s h o r t  time before  a c t u a l l y  mating, and t h e  ac t  
was accompanied with bea t ing  wings. He made another ,  bu t  unsuccessful ,  
attempt s h o r t l y  a f te rwards .  The female s o l i c i t e d  by turn ing  h e r  back 
t o  him and bending down; a f t e r  t h i s  at tempt he s tood upr ight  on h e r  
back f o r  a sho r t  t ime.  The male was very not iceably  t h e  sma l l e r  sex. 

Two n e s t s  were found on Mayotte on 26 October above Passamainte. 
They were l a rge  s t i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  tops of Eucalyptus t r e e s ,  and 
were about 200 yards a p a r t .  

A l l  those b i r d s  seen were extremely tame. 

15. Circus sp i lono tus  
Seen on a l l  four  i s l a n d s  

On Grand Comoro a b i r d  was seen twice,  f l y i n g  along t h e  f o r e s t  edge 
a t  Nioumbadjou on 18 October.  

On Moheli s eve ra l  were seen on 19 and 20 October, a l s o  f l y i n g  along 
t h e  f o r e s t  edge. 

On 21 October a n e s t  was found on Anjouan a t  c .  2000 f e e t  a . s .1 .  
near  t h e  bitumen road from Mutsamudu t o  Bambao, where it crosses  the  
r idge  a t  Col de P a t s i .  I t  was on the  top of a road -cu t t ing ,  and 
cons is ted  of  a f l a t  pad of  d r i ed  g ras s  t u f t s  (each being complete) on 
t h e  tops  of some s h o r t  Lantana bushes about two f e e t  from t h e  ground. 
I t  contained t h r e e  eggs (one of  which was broken when I was descending 
t h e  s l i p p e r y  c u t t i n g ) ,  which were unmarked b lu ish-whi te ,  s l i g h t l y  nes t -  
s t a i n e d ,  measuring 47 x 37, 48.5 x 38 mm. The b i r d s  were seen t o  change 
over:  t h e  female dropped slowly t o  t h e  nes t  with motionless wings, 
a f t e r  a s h o r t  time t h e  male l e f t  and c i r c l e d  overhead. The female 
f lushed  from the  nes t  when I was c lose  t o  i t .  



On Pamanzi I s l e t ,  Mayotte a  b e a u t i f u l  black-shouldered grey male 
was seen on 23 October on t h e  r i m  overlooking t h e  c r a t e r  lake Dziani 
Dzaha. 

16. Falco peregr inus  
Not seen by me. 

17. Falco newtoni - - -  (A) 
There i s  apparent ly  only one o ld  record .  Not seen by me o r  Benson 

18. Coturnix co tu rn ix  (GC) Mo MY (A) 
A few were seen and heard i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  near  Fomboni, Moheli on 

20 October. 

Two were seen i n  long grass  on Pamanzi I s l e t ,  Mayotte on 23 October. 

The c a l l  i s  exac t ly  t h e  same as  t h a t  heard i n  Afr ica .  

19. Nwnida meleagris  (GC) - (MY) (A) 
Not seen by me, but  I was t o l d  by M. Besnault t h a t  he had seen one 

a  week before  ( i . e . ,  on 7 October o r  thereabouts )  on Grand Comoro. 

20. Porphyrio a l l e n i  (GC) - (?My) - 
Not seen by me o r  Benson. 

21. Ga l l inu la  chloropus - - (MY) (A) 
I  v i s i t e d  Lake Car r i en i ,  Mayotte on 25 October, bu t  it was dry and 

t h e r e  were no b i r d s  t h e r e .  Those seen on t h i s  lake by Benson (p. 42) 
had probably r e t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  perennia l  stream mentioned by him. 

22-35. Shorebirds 
For d e t a i l s  of s igh t ings  t u r n  t o  t h e  t a b l e  on t h e  following page. 

22. Charadrius h i a t i c u l a  

23. Charadrius l e schenau l t i  

GC Mo My (A) 

GC Mo My - 

24. Charadrius fulvus - - My* - 
A s i n g l e  plover  seen with seven Charadrius squa ta ro la  was i d e n t i f i e d  

as  belonging t o  t h i s  spec ie s ,  and t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  has been confirmed 
by Mr. John G .  Williams. I t  was s l i g h t l y  smal le r  than i t s  companions, 
but  had t h e  same b u i l d ;  it was more brownish, darker  on t h e  crown and 
had a pa l e  e y e - s t r i p e ;  t h e r e  was no d e f i n i t e  wing-pat tern and i t  d id  
not  have b lack  a x i l l a r i e s ;  t h e  cen te r  of  t h e  b e l l y  was very s l i g h t l y  
darker .  

25. Charadrius squa ta ro la  

26. Arenaria i n t e r p r e s  

2 7 .  C a l i d r i s  f e r rug inea  

28. C a l i d r i s  minuta 

GC Mo My - 

GC Mo My (A) 

GC Mo My* (A) 

G C - - -  



29. Crocethia  a lba  - 
30. Philopachus pugnax 

GC MoX My* - 

31. Tringa hypoleucos GC Mo My (A) 

32. Tringa nebu la r i a  (GC) Mo MY (A)  

33. Tringa c ine rea  GC* - - (A) 

34. Numenius arquatus - Mo* My - 

35. Numenius phacopus GC Mo My (A) 

Shorebirds 
A l l  those  spec ies  of  Charadriidae and Scolopacidae previous ly  

recorded were seen by me; i n  add i t ion ,  one p lover  (24) and t h e  Buff (30) 
had not  been previous ly  recorded. The fol lowing t a b l e  summarizes a l l  
s i g h t i n g s .  A l l  a r e  c o a s t a l  except f o r  those a t  t h e  c r a t e r  lake Dziani 
Dzaha. No spec ie s  was seen on Anjouan. 

Grand Comoro 
Oct. 16 Moroni 

17 Mitsamiouli 1 3 0 . 1 1 2 4 1 2 . 3 . 3 . 3  
Hole of  t h e  Prophet . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Mitsamiouli 1 . . . 8 . . . 1 6 . . . .  

18 Voidjou . . . . . . . . .  3 . . . .  
19 Moroni a i r s t r i p  2 . . . . . . . . . . . . 3  

Moheli 
Oct. 19 Fomboni 4 5 3 4 3 0 . 4 2 1 1 8  

( 1  . . 2 4 3 1 .  1 .  1 

" a i r s t r i p  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
20 ,1 3 6 . 6 4  . .  5 . 3  . . .  7 

Mayotte 
Oct. 14 Dzaoudzi a i r s t r i p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

23 Dzaoudzi 4 3 . 1 3 . . 2 . 1 . . 1 4  
I I 1 1 5 . 4 7  . . . . . . . .  5 

Dziani Dzaha 4 . . 4 . 52 . . . 13 22 . 1 2 
24 Dzaoudzi 3 . . . 3 . . . . . . . . 4  

Moya . . . . . . . . .  1 . . . 3  
Dzaoudzi a i r s t r i p  70 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
shore  near  a i r s t r i p  5 45 1 12 35 1 . 31 . 11 1 2  . . 2 
S. " , I  I . . . 2 0  . . . . . . . , . 4 

There seem t o  have been more P a l a e a r c t i c  migrants i n  1965 than i n  
1958 (see Benson 42-44>. 



36. Glareola  o c u l a r i s  GC* - My - 
On 19 October t h r e e  were seen on t h e  Moroni a i r s t r i p ,  Grand Comoro. 

When t h e  b i r d s  were on t h e  ground t h e  head was bobbed r a p i d l y  up and 
down, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  someone approached c lose ly .  A p love r - l ike  "wit!" 
was heard.  

On 24 October one was seen on t h e  Dzaoudzi a i r s t r i p ,  Mayotte. I t  
was e a t i n g  a  l a rge  i n s e c t  on t h e  ground; two Acridotheres t r is t is  flew 
t o  it from about 30 yards away and chased t h e  P ra t inco le ,  bu t  it flew 
o f f  with t h e  i n s e c t  and t h e  Mynas got  nothing.  

One of  t h e  Moroni b i r d s  was a  b e a u t i f u l  male. 

37. Dromas ardeola  GC - (MY) (A) 
Only seen once, on 17 October at  Mitsamiouli ,  Grand Comoro when 

t h r e e  (one a d u l t ,  two apparent ly  immature) were seen toge the r  on some 
rocks near  t h e  sea .  The a d u l t  made a  "druuet" i n  f l i g h t ,  and a  creaky 
"witik! wit ik!"  with b i l l  wide open when approached c l o s e l y ;  t h i s  i s  
probably an alarm-note. 

38. S t e rna  b e r g i i  GC (Mo) My - 
One was seen on 14 October a t  Moroni a i r s t r i p ,  Grand Comoro. 

On 23 October 73 were counted r e s t i n g  on a  sand-bank near  Dzaoudzi, 
Pamanzi I s l e t ,  Mayotte. They were seen t h e r e  d a i l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  Several  
s i n g l e  b i r d s  were seen on va r ious  occasions not f a r  away, and were 
probably members of  t h e  same f lock .  

39. S t e rna  bengalensis  
Not seen by me o r  Benson. 

40. Columba a rqua t r ix  GC Mo My (A) 
Not seen on Anjouan. 

On Grand Comoro it was seen on M t .  Karthala  (Nioumbadjou, La 
Belvedere) and La G r i l l e .  On Moheli it was seen as  low as  c .  300 f e e t  
a . s . l . ,  and it was seen on Mayotte on seve ra l  occasions. A l l  t hese  
s i g h t i n g s  were i n  f o r e s t .  They a r e  much tamer than t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  i n  
Afr ica .  

41. S t r e p t o p e l i a  p i c t u r a t a  GC Mo My A 
Seen on a l l  four  i s l a n d s .  and common i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  as  wel l  as  i n  

f o r e s t ,  bu t  always near  c l e a r i n g s  o r  t r a c k s  o r  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  f o r e s t -  
edge. Also seen i n  a  mangrove swamp a t  Voidju, Grand Comoro. 

The c a l l  i s  deeper than  t h a t  o f  S.  capicola ,  and was w r i t t e n  thus :  
a  deep, slow "cuc- - coo oo! " with t h e  second s y l l a b l e  accented; a  s i m i l a r ,  
bu t  shor tened ,  form "ooo-wu," t h e  second s y l l a b l e  being much deeper,  was 
a l s o  heard;  a l s o ,  a  deep "00-wah!her," with the  l a s t  no te  sounding l i k e  
a hoarse i n h a l a t i o n .  



A b i r d  bought by M .  Besnault from some youngsters on Grand Comoro 
had t h e  s o f t  p a r t s  a s  described by Benson (p. 47) ,  except t h a t  t h e  
pa le  ches tnut  i r is  was p a l e r  near  t h e  p u p i l .  

42. S t r e p t o p e l i a  cap ico la  GC Mo My A 
Not uncommon i n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  and seen on a l l  four  i s l a n d s .  They 

were sometimes seen toge the r  with S. p i c t u r a t a ,  but i n  genera l  were more 
prone t o  be confined t o  open c u l t i v a t i o n ,  p l an ta t ions  and t h e  dry 
c o a s t a l  shrub.  The c a l l  was exac t ly  t h e  same as  t h a t  heard i n  Africa.  

43. Tur tur  tympanistr ius  GC Mo My (A) 
Not seen on Anjouan. On t h e  o t h e r  i s l ands  i t  was seen o r  heard i n  

t h i c k e t s  and overgrown c u l t i v a t i o n  from sea- leve l  t o  c .  1500 f e e t  a . s . 1 .  
The c a l l  i s  exac t ly  t h e  same as  t h a t  heard i n  Africa.  

44. Treron a u s t r a l i s  - (Mo) - - 
Not seen by me, but  I  was unable t o  ge t  t o  Bandamale, Moheli, 

which was t h e  only p lace  where Benson obtained i t .  

45. Alectroenas sganzin i  GC Mo My (A) 
Not seen on Anjouan, but  on t h e  o t h e r  i s l a n d s  it was not  uncommon 

i n  f o r e s t .  I t  has t h e  h a b i t  of  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  open i n  a  conspicuous 
p l ace ,  and i s  very tame. 

Ca l l s  were a  d e l i b e r a t e  deep "wu" o r  "wow (u) , " and "ou, " t h e  "u" 
being deeper .  

46. Coracopsis vasa - GC (Mo) - (A) 
Only seen on Grand Comoro, a t  La Belvedere, Nioumbadjou and La 

G r i l l e  i n  f o r e s t ,  and a l s o  once f l y i n g  over a  coconut p l a n t a t i o n  a t  
c .  300 f e e t  a . s  . l .  In f l i g h t  it looks q u i t e  unl ike  any African p a r r o t ,  
and reminded me s t rong ly  of  an elongated ragged crow with a  t runca ted  
head. They were very tame and allowed a  c lose  approach; t hus ,  on 18 
October I  s tood watching a  p a i r  e a t i n g  f r u i t  i n  a  t r e e  about t e n  f e e t  
from me. Normal p a r r o t - l i k e  screeches were t h e  usual  noises  made; a  
p a i r  mating a t  La Belvedere on 15 October were making a  "woo-00," t h e  
second note  descending. 

47. Coracopsis n i g r a  GC - - (A) 
Onlv seen on Grand Comoro, and t h e r e  only on M t .  Karthala .  a t  La 

~ e l v e d e r e  and Nioumbadjou. 1n .habi t s  i t  is very l i k e  - C .  - vasa , .but  i t  
i s  more inc l ined  t o  feed i n  t h e  mid-stratum. This spec ies  i s  a l s o  
tame; i n  f l i g h t  it had t h e  same crow-like appearance as  t h e  l a r g e r  
spec ie s .  

48. Agapornis cana GC (Mo) MY (A) 
Seen i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  and p l a n t a t i o n s  on Grand Comoro and Mayotte; 

they  were more common on t h e  l a t t e r  and f locks  of 20 were not  unusual.  

49. Eurystomus glaucurus (GC) - MY (A) 
Only one was seen, on 25 October near  Mamoutzou, Mayotte; i t  was 

s i t t i n g  motionless i n  t h e  top  of a  t r e e  overlooking t h e  f o r e s t  



50. Leptosomus d i s c o l o r  GC Mo My (A) 
Not seen on Anjouan. On t h e  o the r  i s l a n d s  it was commonest on 

Mayotte. A n e s t  was found on t h i s  i s l a n d  on 25 October - f o r  a f u l l  
desc r ip t ion  s e e  A.  D .  Forbes-Watson - I b i s  vo l .  109, 1967:425-430, 
"Observations a t  a nes t  of  t h e  Cuckoo-Roller Leptosomus d i sco lo r . "  

51. Alcedo v i n t s i o i d e s  
Seen on a l l  four  i s l a n d s .  

On Grand Comoro t h r e e  were seen on t h e  coas t  (one a t  I t s andra ,  and 
two a t  t h e  "Hole of  t h e  Prophet") and one i n  a coconut p l an ta t ion  a t  
Memboidjou a t  c .  1000 f e e t  a . s .  1. 

On Moheli one was seen on a perennia l  stream above Fomboni a t  
c .  500 f e e t  a . s .1 .  

On Mayotte one was seen i n  the  mangrove swamp near  Mamoutzou on 
25 October. 

On Anjouan an occupied nes t  was found on 20 October i n  an ear then  
road-cut t ing on t h e  c o a s t a l  road e a s t  of Mutsamudu. I t  was about 1-1/2 
inches i n  diameter ,  a small  tunnel  about f i v e  f e e t  above t h e  road. Both 
parents  were seen ,  and both puffed up t h e  white patches on t h e  s i d e s  of 
t h e  neck. The b i l l  was b l ack ,  f e e t  b r i g h t  orange. Another b i r d  was 
seen on two occasions on t h e  dam on t h e  road from Mutsamudu t o  Bambao 
a t  c .  700 f e e t  a . s . 1 .  

52. Merops s u p e r c i l i o s u s  
Only seen on Moheli and Mayotte. 

On Moheli s eve ra l  were seen i n  p l a n t a t i o n s  and hawking over t h e  
beach, even, on occasion,  ca tching  f l y i n g  i n s e c t s  a c t u a l l y  over t h e  
s e a .  A p a i r  was seen on 19 October near  a r i v e r  bank near  Fomboni; 
though one of  t h e  b i r d s  had a bedraggled t a i l ,  no nest ing-tunnel  could 
be found. They were making s o f t  q u i e t  warbled "doodlededu" sounds. 

On Mayotte many were not iced on Pamanzi and near  Mamoutzou. 

53. Tyto a lba  -- GC (Mo) MY (A) 
On Grand Cmoro one was seen near  I t s andra  on 18 October a t  dusk 

i n  a coconut p l a n t a t i o n .  

On Pamanzi I s l e t ,  Mayotte two were d i s tu rbed  i n  t r e e s  near  t h e  
c r a t e r  lake Dziani Dzaha on 23 October. On 24 October one was seen on 
t h e  a i r s t r i p  two hours before  sunse t .  I t  flew t o  a stump i n  grassland,  
and s a t  f o r  a few minutes looking down; a f t e r  a while it flew t o  
another  stump, and d i d  t h e  same. I t  was not  seen t o  attempt t o  catch 
anything, but  no doubt it was hunting,  a s  is recorded by Benson (p. 6 0 ) .  

On Mayotte I was t o l d  they were c a l l e d  "vurundulu" l o c a l l y .  



54. Otus r u t i l u s  - (GC) - (MY) (A) 
Not seen by me, no doubt because I was unable t o  be i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  

h a b i t a t  a f t e r  dark.  

On Mayotte I was t o l d  they were c a l l e d  "ki tunturuki"  l o c a l l y .  

55. Apus barba tus  - Mo* My (A) 
Seen on Moheli and Mayotte; it has not  been recorded previously 

from t h e  former. 

On 19 and 20 October about a dozen were seen about two miles  west 
of  Fomboni, Moheli. A p a i r  of these  was seen a t  c lose  range i n  s t rong 
s u n l i g h t  - they  were black (or  very dark brown), with t h e  wings browner 
than t h e  back, and t h e  t h r o a t  was p a l e ,  but  not  conspicuously so ;  t h e  
t a i l  was s l i g h t l y  forked. 

On Mayotte a p a i r  was seen near  Dzaoudzi, Pamanzi I s l e t  on 2 3  
October, and many s i n g l e  b i r d s  and p a i r s  were seen hawking above t h e  
f o r e s t  on t h e  main i s l a n d .  

Benson p o i n t s  out t h a t  some of these  b i r d s  could, perhaps, be @ 
*, though t h i s  i s  l e s s  l i k e l y .  

56. Cypsiurus parvus GC Mo My A 
Common and conspicuous on a l l  four  i s l ands  near  palm t r e e s .  No 

s igns  of breeding were seen .  

57. Chaetura g r a n d i d i e r i  G C - - -  
Only known from Grand Comoro, where I saw it commonly i n  t h e  f o r e s t  

near  Nioumbadjou, and once near  I t s andra  a t  s e a  leve l  

Benson's comparison with Psalidoprocne spp. is a p t ,  as  i t  f l i e s  low 
along a t r a c k  through t h e  f o r e s t ,  p a t r o l l i n g  back and f o r t h ,  exac t ly  as  
do Rough-wing Swallows i n  Afr ica .  

58. Microscel is  c r a s s i r o s t r i s  - M o - -  
Only known from Moheli from one specimen. I saw a b i r d  which was 

l a r g e r  and darker  than t h e  ubiquitous M .  madagascariensis on 19 October 
i n  f o r e s t  near  Fomboni a t  about 400 f e e t  a . s . 1 .  The c a l l  was s l i g h t l y  
d i f f e r e n t  from o the r  bulbul  c a l l s  heard i n  t h e  i s l a n d s ,  and was wr i t t en  
as  a repeated "chochuiry." 

59. Microscel is  madagascariensis GC Mo - My A 
A common and conspicuous b i r d  t h r o u ~ h o u t  the  archipelago,  i n  any 

h a b i t a t  from t h i c k e t s  and mangrove swampi t o  p l an ta t ions  and t r u e  
f o r e s t .  A p a i r  was seen with bui ld ing  ma te r i a l  on Mayotte on 26 October, 
and was apparent ly bu i ld ing  a nes t  high i n  a f o r e s t  t r e e .  The usual  
note was a Pycnonotus-like c h a t t e r .  An apparent alarm-cal l  was a mewing 
"nyeeeea" o r  "mieeee(wi)!". The b i r d s  were usua l ly  bold and tame. They 
were o f t en  seen making long, v e r t i c a l  f l i g h t s  t o  catch a f l y i n g  i n s e c t .  

60. Coracina c ine rea  GC (Mo) - - 
Only seen a t  Nioumbadjou, Grand Comoro; on 18 October severa l  p a i r s  



were seen i n  mixed b i r d - p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  f o r e s t .  They were usua l ly  found 
i n  t h e  mid-stratum, and occas ional ly  i n  t h e  undergrowth. A l l  those 
seen were of  t h e  grey (not o l ive )  form. A male foraging low down i n  a 
t r e e  was heard t o  make a chick ( fowl ) - l ike  "seeoo, seeoo." 

61. Humblotia f l a v i r o s t r i s  (GC) - - - 
Especia l ly  looked f o r  a t  Nioumbadjou, but  not seen.  

Benson (p. 72) says i t  i s  r a r e .  

62. Terpsiphone mutata 
Not seen on Anjouan. 

GC Mo My (A) 

On Grand Comoro they  were seen i n  f o r e s t  a t  Nioumbadjou and La 
G r i l l e ,  and i n  mangroves a t  Voidju. A l l  males had white i n  t h e  wing 
and comparatively shor t  t a i l s .  

On Moheli s e v e r a l  were seen i n  t h e  f o r e s t  near  Fomboni a t  c .  500 
f e e t  a . s . l . ,  and one was seen inFomboni i t s e l f .  Most of t h e  males 
were of t h e  very pa le  chestnut  phase, as  mentioned by Benson (p. 73).  

On Mayotte they were very common. Most males were i n  t h e  white  
phase, but  a few were maroon-chestnut, with only shor t  t a i l s  i n  con t ra s t  
t o  those  of t h e  white phase. One of  t hese  maroon-chestnut b i r d s ,  with 
t h e  c e n t r a l  r e c t r i c e s  j u s t  p ro jec t ing ,  was assoc ia ted  with a p a r t y  of  
Zosterops mayottensis .  A p a i r  near  t h e  Leptosomus nes t  spent  a l o t  of 
t ime chivvying a p a i r  of Accip i te r  f r a n c e s i i  t h a t  were breeding nearby. 

A l l  notes  heard were s i m i l a r  t o  those  of T. v i r i d i s  i n  Afr ica .  - 

63. Turdus bewsheri GC Mo - A 
On Grand Comoro i t  was onlv seen a t  La G r i l l e .  on 17 October: t h e  

t h r e e  b i r d s  seen t h e r e  were a l l  high up i n  t r e e s ;  one was pu l l ing  a t  
some l ichen  on a branch, but  whether t h i s  was f o r  a n e s t ,  o r  whether it 
was searching  f o r  food, could not  be a sce r t a ined .  

On Moheli s eve ra l  were seen i n  f o r e s t  and on fores t -edges ;  they 
were mostly on t h e  ground, but  when d i s tu rbed  would f l y  up i n t o  t r e e s  

On Anjouan one was seen on 22 October i n  a ylang-ylang p l a n t a t i o n .  

64. Saxicola to rqua ta  G C - - -  
Seen i n  grassy country above c .  2000 f e e t  a . s .  1. on Grand Emoro.  

Two immatures were seen alone t h e  t r a c k  i n  f o r e s t  on La G r i l l e .  and a - 
female was seen with nes t ing  ma te r i a l  nearby, but  not i n  f o r e s t .  

In  h a b i t s  they were i d e n t i c a l  t o  African b i r d s .  Males were seen 
t o  make towering f l i g h t s  on s e v e r a l  occasions,  which were, perhaps, 
simply f ly -ca t ch ing  f l i g h t s ,  bu t  might have been a form of d i sp lay .  

65. Nes i l l a s  mariae - (Mo) - - 
Not seen.  no doubt due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was unable t o  v i s i t  t h e  

high f o r e s t  on Moheli i n  t h e  time a v a i l a b l e .  



66. Nes i l las  typica  GC (Mo) - (A) 
Onlv seen on Grand Comoro a t  La G r i l l e  and Nioumbadiou i n  f o r e s t .  

They would skulk i n  the  undergrowth, bu t  would come out t o  t a k e  a  look 
i f  one "squeaked," when they would make a  sharp "chep." 

67. Cyanolanius madagascarinus - M o - -  
Seen once, when four  (a  male and t h r e e  females o r  young) were seen 

toge the r  on the  f o r e s t  edge above Fomboni, Moheli a t  c .  500 f e e t  a . s .1 .  
This group was indus t r ious ly  searching through the  leaves of t r e e s ,  and 
o f t en  came q u i t e  c lose  t o  the  ground. They were making a  harsh "cgreh- 
cgreh,"  which might have been an alarm-note. The colors  of t h e i r  s o f t  
p a r t s  were as  noted by Benson (p. 8 4 ) .  

68. Dicrurus fuscipennis  G C - - -  
A t o t a l  of f i v e  was seen a t  Nioumbadjou, Grand Comoro on 1 8 0 c t o b e r .  

Two of these  were pa i red  and had a  n e s t .  This was in  f o r e s t  near  the  
t r a c k ,  and my a t t e n t i o n  was drawn t o  it by the  a n t i c s  of t h e  drongos 
and an Accip i te r  f r a n c e s i i ,  which was apparently t ry ing  t o  rob t h e  nes t ,  
and, indeed, I  think i t  was success fu l .  The hawk was c lose  t o  t h e  n e s t ,  
and one of t h e  drongos would land near  i t  and spread the  t a i l  (which was 
noticeably brownish), making a  chick(fow1)-like "chlew," and then 
a t tacking  the  hawk so v ic ious ly  t h a t  i t  had t o  f l y  o f f .  I t  came back 
a f t e r  a  shor t  while ,  however, and I th ink  it was then t h a t  it robbed t h e  
n e s t .  I t  flew o f f  again,  a f t e r  an a t t ack  by one of the  drongos. The 
o the r  then s e t t l e d  on the  n e s t ,  but l e f t  again almost immediately - my 
impression was t h a t  the  n e s t  was then empty. 

Unfortunately, t he  nes t  was inaccess ib le  and I was unable t o  
inspec t  it c l o s e l y ,  but  it was a  nea t  s u b s t a n t i a l  cup ( fo r  a  drongo) 
about 30 f e e t  from the  ground, and was b u i l t  i n  a  small fork .  In Africa 
D .  ads imi l i s  and D .  ludwigii b u i l d  n e s t s  which a re  slung i n  t h e  f o r k ,  - 
bu t  i n  t h e  preseny nes t  I was s t ruck  by the  f a c t  t h a t  it was b u i l t  more 
on, r a t h e r  than i n ,  the  fork (see a l s o  the  account of - D. waldeni).  

69. Dicrurus f o r f i c a t u s  - - -  A 
Two seen perched on s i s a l  poles near  Bambao, Anjouan, near  s e a  

l e v e l .  

70. Dicrurus waldeni - - M y -  
Three b i r d s  were seen i n  f o r e s t  on the  e a s t  s i d e  of Mayotte above 

Passamainte on 26 October. Two of these  were paired and had a  nes t  i n  
the  t h i n  twigs a t  t he  top of a  Eucalyptus t r e e  about 60 f e e t  above the  
ground. This nes t  was conspicuous but  was s lung as i n  - D .  a d s i m i l i s  and 
D .  ludwigii  i n  Africa (but see D .  f u sc ipenn i s ) .  - - 

Benson never saw t h i s  species  on the  e a s t  s ide  of Mayotte (p. 86). 

7 1 .  Corvus albus GC Mo My A ---- 
Common throughout,  and was even seen f ly ing  over f o r e s t ,  and it 

s e t t l e d  i n  degraded f o r e s t .  

Breeding was obviously i n  f u l l  swing. On 15 October, a t  I t s andra ,  
Grand Comoro a  b i r d  was seen f l y i n g  with a  s t i c k .  A t o t a l  of 15 nes t s  



was found; a l l  were near  t h e  c o a s t ,  except one near  La G r i l l e ,  which 
was a t  c .  2500 f e e t  a . s . 1 .  De ta i l s  of  a l l  these  n e s t s  a re  as  fol lows:  
Grand Comoro, 17 October seven n e s t s  (two i n  f i g s ,  two i n  kapok, t h ree  
i n  baobabs).  Moheli, 19 October two n e s t s  ( in  baobabs, one i n  the  same 
t r e e  as  t h e  colony of  Egre t t a  a l b a ) .  

20 October t h r e e  n e s t s  ( a l l  i n  Baobabs). 
Anjouan, 2 1  October one n e s t  ( i n  kapok near  a i r f i e l d ) .  
Mayotte, 25 October one n e s t  ( i n  Dzaoudzi town squa re ) .  

26 October one n e s t  (near  Mamoutzou). 

On t h e  beach a t  Fomboni, Moheli a  f reak  was seen with two normal 
b i r d s ;  t h i s  b i r d  was completely f e a t h e r l e s s  on some of  t h e  p a r t s  of 
t h e  body where it would have had black f e a t h e r s ,  i . e . ,  t h e  whole head, 
and most of  t h e  upper back and b e l l y  were bare ;  t h e r e  were a l s o  some 
s c a t t e r e d  white  f ea the r s  on t h e  rump and wings. I d i d  not s ee  any 
o t h e r  crow molest it; indeed, i t s  two companions seemed t o  t r e a t  i t  as 
a  normal b i r d .  

A crow was seen near  a  mangrove swamp near Mamoutzou, Mayotte with 
a  f r e s h  f i s h  about four  inches long, but t h i s  was probably not  a c t u a l l y  
caught by t h e  b i r d .  

72. Acridotheres t r i s t i s  GC Mo My A 
Common and conspicuous throughout the  archipelago,  p a r t i c u l a r l r i n  

p l a n t a t i o n s  and c u l t i v a t i o n ,  but  a l s o  i n  degraded f o r e s t  on Mayotte, 
where a  nes t  was seen on 26 October. This was b u i l t  behind a  l a rge  
f l a k e  of bark high up i n  a  t r e e .  

A h a b i t  noted on a l l  four  i s l a n d s ,  which I have not seen recorded 
elsewhere, i s  t h e i r  a s soc ia t ion  with domestic s tock .  Thus, it was seen 
perched on c a t t l e  on a l l  four  i s l a n d s ,  and on donkeys on Moheli. On 
Moheli they  were a l s o  seen near  goats ,  but  not a c t u a l l y  on them. No 
doubt t h e  "host" i s  mostly used as  a  b e a t e r ,  i n  t h e  same way t h a t  Ardeola 
i b i s  and Merops nubicus do i n  Afr ica ,  and Onychognathus b l y t h i i  on - 
Socot ra .  But on two occasions Mynas were seen t o  peck a t  t h e  bodies 
of t h e  cows on which they were perched; I could f i n d  no s o r e ,  and per -  
haps an i n s e c t  had a l i g h t e d  on t h e  beas t s .  That Benson does not  mention 
t h i s  widespread h a b i t  ( i n  t h e  Comoros) suggests  t h a t  it may be a  new 
h a b i t .  I t  would seem ext raord inary ,  however, i f  t h i s  had developed 
simultaneously i n  such widely-separated l o c a l i t i e s  remote from one 
another .  Benson t e l l s  me t h a t  he d id  not observe t h i s  h a b i t ,  bu t  does 
not  r u l e  out t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  it did occur without him consciously 
not ing  t h e  f a c t .  

73. Zosterops senegalens is  G C - - -  
Very common throughout Grand Comoro except i n  t h e  grass lands .  I t  

was usua l ly  i n  small  bands, and sometimes, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  f o r e s t ,  was 
a s soc ia t ed  with o t h e r  spec ie s  i n  b i r d - p a r t i e s ,  bu t  though t r a v e l l i n g  
with them, t h e  a s soc ia t ion  would be a  loose one and t h e  Zosterops were 
o f t e n  detached from t h e  r e s t .  



74. Zosterops mouroniensis (GC) - - - 
Not seen bv me. a s  time d id  not allow me t o  reach t h e  heathzone 

on M t .  Karthala ,  Grand Comoro, t h e  only l o c a l i t y  from which it i s  
known. 

75. Zosterops maderaspatana - M o - A  
Seen by me on both Moheli and Anjouan, where i t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

common i n  t h i c k e t s  near  t h e  c o a s t .  

76. Zosterops mayottensis - - M y -  
F a i r l y  common on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  Mayotte and on Pamanzi I s l e t .  

On Mayotte a p a r t y  was seen bathing i n  a small  pool of water  about 
20 f e e t  up i n  a t r e e  i n  f o r e s t .  

77. Nectar in ia  n o t a t a  GC Mo - - 
F a i r l v  common on both Grand Comoro and Moheli. e s o e c i a l l v  i n 7 h e  , . 

mid-stratum and canopy of  f o r e s t s ,  but  was a l s o  Sound i n  p l a n t a t i o n s  and 
t h i c k e t s .  Unlike Benson (p. 92) I found it not  uncommon near  s e a  l e v e l .  
The f l i g h t - c a l l  was a sharp "chip chip,"  which reminded me s t rong ly  of 
N .  senegalens is  i n  Afr ica .  A male a t  Fomboni, Moheli on 19 October was - 
preening near  a destroyed n e s t ,  and was making a c l e a r  "chiew." 

Two o the r  n e s t s  were found i n  t h e  mid-stratum of t h e  f o r e s t  above 
Fomboni, a t  about 400 f e e t  a . s .1 . :  t h a t  of  19 October was b u i l t  near  
t h e  t runk of  a t r e e  about 20 f e e t  above t h e  ground. Unlike o the r  sun- 
b i r d  n e s t s  I have seen ,  i t  was b u i l t  i n  such a fash ion  t h a t  t h e  entrance 
was a t  a tangent  t o  t h e  t runk and did not face outwards. The nes t  was 
very l a rge  f o r  a sunbi rd ,  being about e igh t  inches deep and s i x  inches 
across .  The porch was very well-developed, s o  much s o ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  
t h e  entrance-hole (about two inches i n  diameter) faced downwards, and 
t h e  n e s t ,  a p a r t  from i t s  m a t e r i a l s ,  reminded me s t rong ly  of  t h a t  of 
Ploceus sp .  I t  was n e a t l y  and s t rong ly  made of  f i n e  grass  and was 
l i ned  very t h i c k l y  with vegetable down. There was a f a i r l y  long s t r a n d  
of  ma te r i a l  a t  t h e  top  of  t h e  n e s t  from which it was suspended. On 
20 October another  n e s t  was found i n  exac t ly  t h e  same s o r t  o f  p l ace ,  
and a l s o  faced t a n g e n t i a l l y  t o  t h e  t r e e .  I ts  cons t ruc t ion  was i d e n t i c a l  
t o  t h e  o t h e r  n e s t ,  except t h a t  it had been b u i l t  onto an o l d  nes t  
(which a l s o  appeared i d e n t i c a l ,  except t h a t  t h e  entrance-hole faced i n  
t h e  opposi te  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h a t  of  t h e  new n e s t ) .  This i nc red ib le  s t r u c -  
t u r e  i s  over two f e e t  i n  t o t a l  length .  Mr. John G .  Williams t e l l s  me 
he has heard of nothing comparable i n  any o the r  sunbird spec ie s .  Both 
my n e s t s  were complete but  empty; I might add t h a t  they were a t tached 
t o  t h e  t i p s  o f  t h i n  drooping twigs.  

78. Nectar in ia  humbloti GC Mo - - 
In  genera l ,  more common than N. n o t a t a ,  and found i n  t h e  same 

h a b i t a t s .  I t  was seen feeding i n  ~ o c o n u t l o w e r s  on s e v e r a l  occasions,  
which N .  no ta t a  was never seen t o  do, but  N .  humbloti was never  seen 
a t  banana f lowers,  a t  which N.  no ta t a  was -Seen on seve ra l  occasions.  
The p resen t  spec ie s  was a l s o s e e n  i n  t h e  mangrove swamp a t  Voidju, and 
an o ld  nes t  was found t h e r e  on 18 October. It hung from a ho r i zon ta l  
twig,  and was small  and compact, with t h e  entrance-hole roughly half-way 



up the  s i d e  (see  a l s o  Benson:94). The b i r d  was of ten  seen i n  f o r e s t ,  
and was gene ra l ly  found i n  the  mid-stratum and more commonly i n  the  low 
undergrowth, a t  t imes l e s s  than a foo t  above the  ground, which i s  not  
mentioned by Benson. 

The song i s  t i n k l y ;  on 19 October a male and female were both 
heard scold ing  "swear-swear." 

79. Nectar in ia  comorensis - - - A 
Common on Anjouan, and the  song sounded very l i k e  t h a t  of 

N .  hwnbloti .  - 

80. Nectar in ia  coquere l i  - M y -  
Not uncommon on Mayotte and Pamanzi I s l e t .  I t  was part icular l ; j -  

common i n  t h i c k e t s  and i n  p lan ta t ions ,  e t c .  On 25 October near  
Mamoutzou a female was seen making repeated f l i g h t s  with nes t ing  
ma te r i a l .  Her unfinished nes t  was e a s i l y  found, hanging from the  end 
of a bamboo-shoot, about t h r e e  f e e t  above the  ground i n  a clump of 
bamboos. The nes t  was small and compact, bu t  had a lop-sided appearance, 
due p a r t l y  t o  a s e r i e s  of streamers f r ing ing  one s i d e ,  and p a r t l y  
because the  entrance-hole was more towards the  opposi te  s i d e .  Unlike 
t h e  nes t  of N .  hwnblot i ,  i n  which t h e  entrance-hole was half-way up, 
t h i s  of N .  coquere l i  had the  entrance-hole near  t h e  top (see a l s o  
~enson:97-96,  who a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  N .  comorensis has a nes t  s i m i l a r  
t o  - N .  humbloti i n  t h i s  r e spec t ) .  It was unlined.  

Benson noted no c a l l s .  The male 's  song, heard on seve ra l  occasions,  
was recorded by me a s  a warbling c h i t t e r  " t idd le  t i d d l e  t i d d l e  ti;" 
another  note  made by the  male was a subdued warble "chewi-chui," and 
"swee-swee;" a male seen i n  the  top  of a palm was making a repeated 
s e r i e s  of s o f t  "wiht! ... wiht! ... wiht! ... wiht! . . .  w i h t ! '  t he  f l i g h t - C a l l  
was a subdued " s w i t . "  Near Dzaoudzi on 24 October f i v e  females were 
chasing each o the r  i n  a t r e e  with "brr r r l ' - ing  wings; they postured a t  
each o the r  with v e r t i c a l  b i l l s ,  when they would warble s o f t l y .  When 
one was separa ted  from t h e  o thers  it made a s o f t  " w i t . "  

81. Passer  domesticus GC Mo % A* -- 
Seen on a l l  fou r  i s l ands :  it had not ~ r e v i o u s l v  been recorded on 

Anjouan, but  I saw s i x  b i r d s  i n  Mutsamudu on 21 ~ c t b b e r  - had they 
been introduced o r  had they reached Anjouan unaided from one of the  
o the r  i s l a n d s ?  The former seems more l i k e l y  f o r  two reasons: Mutsamudu 
i s  the  c a p i t a l ,  and i s  where one would expect them t o  be introduced; and 
it i s  by no means the  neares t  poin t  on Anjouan t o  any o the r  i s l a n d .  

On Mayotte Benson only found it a t  L 'Abat to i r  v i l l a g e ,  Pamanzi 
I s l e t  (p. 98 ) .  I  found it extremely common a t  the  a i r f i e l d ,  and thence 
a l l  t he  way t o  Dzaoudzi. This spread has continued, and t h e  House 
Sparrow had ev iden t ly  j u s t  reached Mayotte i t s e l f ,  where I saw two p a i r s  
and a n e s t  a t  Mamoutzou on 25 October. 

On Grand Comoro, a l s o ,  i t  has spread.  Benson only found it i n  
Moroni, bu t  I saw it as  f a r  north as Tsoudjini .  I n  Moroni i t s e l f ,  it 
was seen coloniz ing  the  new European houses t o  the  north of the  town, 



even t o  t h e  ex ten t  of bui ld ing  n e s t s  i n  unfinished houses with workmen 
s t i l l  i n  at tendance.  

On Moheli it was seen i n  t h i c k e t s ,  p l a n t a t i o n s  and c u l t i v a t i o n ,  as  
well  a s  i n  Fomboni and o the r  v i l l a g e s .  Elsewhere, i t  was only a s soc ia t ed  
with bu i ld ings .  

Breeding was noted throughout t h e  a rchipe lago,  with the  exception 
of Anjouan. Some b i r d s  were bui ld ing ,  but many evident ly  had young. 
The new modern government bui ld ings  i n  Moroni were e s p e c i a l l y  apprec ia ted  
by t h e  sparrows; one of these  bui ld ings  had c i r c u l a r  holes  about two 
inches i n  diameter i n  a  blank wall - those  occupied by sparrows were 
e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  d i r t y  marks under t h e  ho le s  made by t h e  b i r d s '  
f e e t  and t a i l s .  The occupied ones were a l l  near  t h e  top of t h e  bu i ld ing  
about 30 f e e t  above the  ground. 

Two abnormal b i r d s  were seen:  a  male i n  Moroni which had a  deep 
chestnut  b r e a s t  and upper ches t ,  and a  r a t h e r  smal le r  black b ib  than  
normal; and an almost completely a lb ino  b i r d  a t  t h e  a i r f i e l d  near  
Fomboni, Moheli. 

82 .  Foudia madagascariensis GC Mo My A 
Seen on a l l  four  i s l ands  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  p l an ta t ions  and 

f o r e s t - c l e a r i n g s .  I t  was seen occas ional ly  i n  degraded f o r e s t .  They 
were usua l ly  i n  small  f l ocks ,  but  a t  l e a s t  50 were seen toge the r  on 
17 October near  Memboudju, Grand Comoro i n  t h e  grass  of an overgrown 
p l a n t a t i o n .  The only males seen i n  breeding-plumage were on Mayotte 
from 23 October onwards. A b e a u t i f u l  b i r d  was seen on Moheli on 19 
October, whose whole body was a  r i c h  deep orange-gold. 

83. Foudia eminentissima GC Mo My A 
Seen on a l l  fou r  i s l a n d s ,  mostly i n  f o r e s t ,  but a l s o  i n  p l a n t a t i o n s  

occas ional ly .  

On 19 October seve ra l  n e s t s ,  most of them o l d ,  were found along a  
perennia l  s t ream above Fomboni, Moheli a t  about 600 f e e t  a . s . 1 .  One had 
t h r e e  eggs nea r ly  ready t o  hatch;  they were r a t h e r  pointed,  and were 
p l a i n  p a l e  b lue .  The nes t  was about 12 f e e t  above the  stream, and was 
b u i l t  i n t o  a  s t r a g g l y  upr ight  shrub, s o  t h a t  it was supported from below. 
I t  was made of grass  and twigs,  and was l i ned  with f i n e  grass-heads,  which 
had been s t r i p p e d  of  t h e i r  seeds.  I t  was n e a t l y  made and inconspicuous, 
and measured about e i g h t  inches i n  he igh t  and about e igh t  inches ac ross ;  
t h e  en t rance  was i n  a  s l i g h t  tube ,  about two inches i n  diameter ,  and 
faced downwards. The o the r  n e s t s  found were s i m i l a r ,  but  some had a  
l aye r  of  moss b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  upper p a r t ,  forming a  s o r t  of  t h .  

84. Lonchura c u c u l l a t a  GC (Mo) My A 
Unaccountably, t h i s  b i r d  was not seen by me on Moheli, though 

Benson records  i t  a s  being common t h e r e .  On the  o the r  i s l ands  it was 
common, and was usual ly  found i n  l i t t l e  p a r t i e s  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  p l an ta -  
t i o n s ,  t h i c k e t s  and along road-sides,  but  was a l s o  seen once j u s t  
wi th in  t h e  f o r e s t  a t  Nioumbadjou, Grand Comoro. No s igns  of  breeding 
were seen,  except t h a t  on 15 October t h e r e  were seve ra l  immatures i n  
a  group seen a t  I t s andra ,  Grand Comoro. 




