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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

GREETINGS!

s my term as chair of the Rhodes Scholar Selection Committee for 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania draws to a close this year, I am reminded of Cecil 
Rhodes’s original vision for his scholarship recipients.  Morally, intellectually, and 
physically, a Rhodes Scholar embodies high standards of leadership and scholarship.  
The ideal also includes an emphasis on physical vitality and fitness—traits needed to 
sustain one’s energy as a leader in a demanding and complex world. 

In previous issues of W&J, we explored the physical transformation of our campus 
and the revision of the College’s curriculum.  It is fitting that in this issue we focus our 
attention on the future of our athletics and wellness program.  Much as Rhodes 
Scholars exhibit strong personal qualities in many areas of academic, civic, and athletic 
life, the W&J experience stresses the same ideal of reaching a high level of personal 
achievement in all aspects of character and ability. 

Reaching such a level of success in life cannot occur without the assistance of men-
tors and teachers.  At W&J, our students enjoy the conscientious influence of commit-
ted faculty who care deeply about their personal achievement in all areas.  It is the 
hallmark of the W&J experience, and it has been the key to student achievement for 
many decades.  

I believe that the new directions that we are exploring in the Department of 
Athletics will build on our current strengths and improve W&J’s ability to respond to 
our students’ needs.  After reading about our many achievements and plans for the 
future, I am certain you will share my belief that W&J is emerging as one of the 
nation’s strongest liberal arts colleges, where Tradition Meets Ambition.

With warm regards.

Sincerely, 

Brian C. Mitchell

A
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CAMPUS NEWS

In addition to the drop in the accept-

ance rate, the yield (or percentage of stu-

dents who receive offers and matriculate)

has improved steadily over the past five

years, moving from 29 percent in 1997 to

its current 35 percent.

By enhancing the College’s selectivity

factors, W&J is also enhancing its chances

to consolidate its position in the rankings,

guidebooks, and rating services. Among

the criteria used for U.S.News & World

Report ranking system are acceptance rate

and yield, two areas that have improved as

a result of the larger application pool.

W&J has already secured its position as a

Tier 2 National Baccalaureate Liberal Arts

The results of last year’s record-increase

in freshman applications are in—

Washington & Jefferson College is in a

position of greater selectivity than it has

been in recent years.

After last year’s 69 percent increase in

applications, one of the largest one-year

increases among colleges and universities

across the country, W&J dramatically

dropped its acceptance rate to 51 percent.

Traditionally, the acceptance rate has 

been in the high 70s. “With the sharp

increase in applications, we were able to

set the admission bar even higher than

before at W&J,” said Al Newell, dean 

of enrollment.
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APPLICATION POOL IMPROVES 
SELECTIVITY FACTORS FOR FRESHMAN CLASS

College in the U.S.News & World 

Report 2002–2003 America’s Best

Colleges. W&J was also recently listed 

in The Ruggs Recommendations on

Colleges, a California-based higher 

education directory.

According to Newell, the application

pool for the 2003–2004 academic year

already looks promising. “While it’s early

in the process, initial indicators of campus

visits and preliminary numbers are

encouraging,” Newell said. Already, he has

seen a 20 percent increase in participation

for Fall Experience, an Admission open

house event for prospective students.

W&J MAKES THE GRADE

Washington & Jefferson College continues to make deliberate and

strategic moves to enhance its national reputation for excellence. As 

a result, W&J landed in the Tier II category among U.S.News & World

Report’s Best Liberal Arts Colleges–Bachelor’s category. The College was

also named a “Best Buy” in the 2003 edition of The Fiske Guide to

Colleges. These rankings serve as one of several indicators that W&J is

making significant strides in its goal of providing the best in undergradu-

ate liberal arts education.  
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Members of the W&J community 

continue to be featured in the local 

and national news media for their

expertise, commentary, and interesting

perspectives. Highlights from recent 

stories include:

■ President Brian C. Mitchell 

appeared in The Chicago Tribune for 

his expertise on building strategic 

community partnerships.

■ Dr. Paul Quinn, professor of psycholo-

gy, was mentioned in The Chicago

Tribune for his breakthrough research on

why babies prefer their mothers’ face.

■ Nan Sninsky, director of financial aid,

was quoted in The Washington Times for

a story on how students are finding

ways to pay for college tuition.

■ The W&J Class of 1952 was featured

in The Chronicle of Higher Education

in a story about class reunions and 

alumni surveys. 

■ Dr. Lauryn Mayer, assistant professor

of English, received mention in several

newspapers across the country for her

Intersession course titled “Tough 

Women Detectives in Fiction.” This 

story was distributed through The

Associated Press and appeared in 

The Courier-Journal (Louisville,

Kentucky), among others.

■ Dr. Michael Crabtree, professor of

psychology,

continues to

build a

national rep-

utation as

an expert on

stress. He

was recently

quoted in

Woman’s

Day, First for Women, and Black

Enterprise Magazine. He also appeared

on network affiliate stations across the

country to interpret the results of a

national research study, sponsored by

General Nutrition Centers, on the caus-

es of stress and ways in which

Americans typically manage stress.

■ Dr. Joseph DiSarro, chair of the

Political Science Department, voiced his

opinion about the war on terrorism in

The Patriot-News (Harrisburg). His

expertise also landed him in the

W&J IN THE NEWS

Chicago Tribune, Sacramento Bee,

The Morning Call (Allentown), Pittsburgh

Post-Gazette, and Tribune-Review

(Pittsburgh) as an expert source on var-

ious political topics.

■ Professor of English Richard Easton’s

children’s book has been reviewed in

several newspapers. Easton has also

been featured in several articles. His

book, A Real American was published 

by Clarion Books.

■ The College’s new curriculum was

mentioned in an article about what’s

new on college campuses by College

Bound magazine. The new curriculum

was also the topic of a story featured

in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette’s

Washington section.

■ Dr. Jeffrey Docking, vice president for

student affairs, was quoted in a story

that appeared in the Philadelphia

Inquirer for his opinion on the national

debate surrounding co-ed dorms.

■ The W&J Football Team was ranked

eighth in the nation in the Division III

category by the Sport’s Illustrated 2002

College Football Preview edition.

Members of  the community, W&J students, faculty, and adminis-
trators gathered as a multi-denominational congregation at First
Church 1793 (First Presbyterian Church) in Washington to partici-
pate in a September 11 remembrance service “In Memoriam and
Hope.” The Choir of First Church, W&J singers, and faculty provided
meditative music between reflective segments of the service. The
community service was jointly sponsored by Washington &
Jefferson College and the First Church.

President Brian C. Mitchell and Maryjane Mitchell lead
students and staff on a “Walk for Peace” on their way to
a community service in remembrance of September 11.

COMMUNITY GATHERS TO REFLECT 
ON SEPTEMBER 11
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Washington & Jefferson College junior Esther

Mwilaria spent her summer preparing for a

career as a doctor in a public health intern-

ship at a facility that was even farther away

from her homeland of Kenya than W&J.

During her internship at the

Teton County Public Health

Department in Wyoming, Mwilaria

stayed with W&J’s Chairman of the

Board Jim Knepshield, who is a

retired physician, and his wife

Barbara, in Hoback Junction. As an

intern, Mwilaria observed the public

health nurses during their home visits

and immunizations. She also accom-

panied environmental health officers

on visits to restaurants, pools, spas,

hotels, ranches, and sewage systems.

“When you go and see these

places, they look clean, so you think

everything is perfect, but you find

out quickly that there’s more than

just what you see,” Mwilaria said. “We found

bacteria in the water, or some other health

concern almost everywhere we went.”

With plans to practice rural medicine in

her hometown, Mwilaria is most interested in

disease prevention through education as

opposed to healing people through opera-

tions. “We don’t need specialized people as

much as we need general medicine doctors,”

she said. “Most of our diseases are waterborne

and related to poor hygiene.” Malaria, which

is the most widespread disease in Kenya, is

related to the poor drainage systems that

allow mosquitoes to breed.

“I think this experience really helped me

because I saw how hard the public health

officers work and how strict the standards are

for environmental health.”  

During her stay with the Knepshield fam-

ily, Mwilaria also had a chance to sample

some of Wyoming’s many outdoor activities,

including rafting, kayaking, hiking, and

horseback riding. “It was really a positive

experience. I had a chance to do so many dif-

ferent things while I was there.”

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT TRAVELS TO
WYOMING FOR PUBLIC HEALTH INTERNSHIP

Junior Esther Mwilaria (left) and W&J’s Chairman of the
Board Jim Knepshield (right) enjoy a day of hiking in the
hills of Wyoming. The Knepshield family served as
Mwilaria’s host during her summer internship at the
Teton County Public Health Department.

Washington & Jefferson College junior

Joshua C. Andy was selected from college

students throughout the United States as

one of five delegates to attend the October

Atlantic Treaty Association (ATA) confer-

ence in Istanbul, Turkey.

A European history major, Andy was

selected as a delegate for his essay on

what lies ahead for NATO. His essay to the

ATA, titled “The New NATO-Russia Council:

A Manifestation of the New Strategic

Environment,” landed him a spot among

other delegates from Notre Dame

University, Case Western Reserve

University, and Wabash College.  

During the three-day conference, Andy

participated in discussions on such topics

as “The New European Defense

Architecture and its Military Feasibility”

and “Terrorism and Weapons of 

Mass Destruction.” 

In his paper, Andy described NATO’s

transition from a collective defense

alliance against Soviet aggression into a

W&J JUNIOR SELECTED TO ATTEND CONFERENCE IN ISTANBUL

security organization for Europe. “The new

strategic environment has created an age in

which two superpowers that were once ready

to annihilate one another with nuclear

weapons now work hand-in-hand for peace

and security,” he wrote.

Dr. Robert Dodge, professor of history,

recruited Andy to compete for the slot. Dr.

Dodge has served as an academic represen-

tative to the Atlantic Council since the 

early 1990s.  
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As the College began its 2002–2003 academ-

ic year, members of the campus community

extended a warm welcome to the following

new faculty members:

• Kristi A. Barnes, instructor of psychology,

was a faculty member in the Psychology

Department at West Virginia University

before joining W&J. She is completing a

Ph.D. in philosophy, and has an M.A. in

lifespan developmental psychology from 

West Virginia University, and a B.S. from

Marietta College. 

• Dr. Patrick J. Caffrey, assistant professor

of history, holds a Ph.D. in history from

Georgetown University, an M.A. in East

Asian Studies from Yale University, and a

B.A. and M.A. in Asian studies from Seton

Hall University. Dr. Caffrey has taught cours-

es at Seton Hall, Montclair State University,

and Georgetown University.

• Dr. Christy P. Hyland, assistant professor

of modern languages, was a lecturer at the

University of Pittsburgh and a graduate

instructor at the University of Virginia before

coming to W&J. She earned a Ph.D. in

Spanish from the University of Virginia and

an M.A. in Spanish from the University of

Wyoming. She also earned her B.A. in

Spanish and political science from Tulane

University.  

• Dr. Robert C. Litchfield, assistant profes-

sor of business, earned a Ph.D. and an M.A.

in psychology as well as an M.B.A. from

Ohio State University. Dr. Litchfield graduat-

ed summa cum laude from Otterbein College

in economics and business administration.

Most recently, he served as an instructor 

in the Psychology Department at Ohio 

State University.  

WELCOME NEW FACULTY MEMBERS

• Dr. K. Brett Lloyd, associate professor in

the Information Technology Leadership

Program, holds a Ph.D. in management

information systems from the University of

Pittsburgh, where he also earned an M.S. in

application systems and a B.S. in economics.

Dr. Lloyd has worked as a consultant for

industry and has served as a professor at 

West Virginia University, Indiana University

of Pennsylvania, and an instructor at

Duquesne University.

• Dr. James G. March, assistant professor of

biology, earned a Ph.D. in ecology from the

University of Georgia and a B.A. in biology

and environmental studies from Macalester

College. Prior to his post at W&J, Dr. March

served as a resource faculty member at the

University of Georgia and a postdoctoral

researcher at the United States Forest Service. 

• Dr. Pascal Massie, assistant professor of

philosophy, has taught at Colby College and

Vanderbilt University. He graduated with a

Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University and an

M.A. from Sorbonne University in Paris.

• Dr. Kathleen A. McEvoy, assistant profes-

sor of English, holds a Ph.D. in composition

and rhetoric from the University of North

Carolina at Greensboro and an M.A. and

B.A. from the State University of New York.

She was a teaching assistant in the

Department of English at UNCG and an

instructor at High Point University and

Randolph Community College.

• Timothy J. Murphy, director of the

Entrepreneurial Studies Program, holds a J.D.

from Rutgers Camden Law School, an

M.B.A. from Harvard University, and a B.S.

in chemical engineering from Notre Dame.

He has worked at the University of 

Pennsylvania, Penn State University, and in

the chemical engineering industry.

• Dr. Michael S. Pettersen, associate pro-

fessor of physics and chair of the Physics

Department, joins W&J from Otterbein

College, where he served as an associate pro-

fessor. He earned a Ph.D. in physics from the

California Institute of Technology and an

A.B. in physics from Harvard University,

where he graduated summa cum laude. He

has also served as a teaching assistant at

Harvard University. 

• Patrick T. Schmidt, assistant professor 

of art, earned his M.F.A. and B.F.A. in 

painting from Central Michigan University.

He has served as an adjunct professor at

Western Michigan University and Ferris 

State University. 

• Dr. Michael Shaughnessy, visiting assis-

tant professor of German, earned a Ph.D.

and M.A. in German literature from the

University of Cincinnati and a B.A. in inter-

national studies from the University of

Dayton. Prior to his post at W&J, he was an

instructor at the Middlebury College

German School and a graduate teaching

assistant at the University of Cincinnati.

• Dr. Beatriz Trigo, assistant professor of

Spanish, comes to W&J most recently from

Arizona State University, where she served as

a graduate teaching intern and completed her

Ph.D. in Spanish literature. Dr. Trigo also

received her B.S. in English philology from

the University of Santiago de Compostela.

• John E. Zimmerman, chair of the

Mathematics Department, was a professor of

mathematics at Ohio University. He is com-

pleting a Ph.D. in college mathematics edu-

cation from Ohio University.
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This fall W&J welcomed a new face into the

Education Department. Ordinarily, Sheila

Repole teaches history to students at Avella

High School, located several miles outside of

Washington. With 15 years of elementary

and secondary teaching and recent curricu-

lum coordinating experience, Repole fit per-

fectly into the new teaching fellow position

sponsored by the College-School District

Partnership through W&J’s Center for

Excellence in Teaching and Learning. 

Repole also routinely hosts student teach-

ers in her classroom and is an extraordinary

teacher—“professional, creative, a leader and

a team player as well as an outstanding role-

model for students,” according to Dr. James

Longo, chair of the Education Department.

“We have a huge number of students becom-

ing teachers, and they need to hear about

today’s issues from someone ‘in the trenches.’

TEACHING FELLOW PROGRAM OPENS DOORS TO COMMUNITY

Sheila brings real credibility to her classes.

Her enthusiasm for teaching, her practical,

extensive classroom experience, and her histo-

ry with W&J (having earned her secondary

teacher certification here) made her the

Renaissance-type person we needed in our

pilot year.”

This innovative program sprang from the

desire to have someone fresh from the class-

room training W&J students and the need to

expand Education Department offerings.

“However,” Dr. Longo noted, “we needed

someone who understands W&J, is familiar

with our goals and partnerships, and is work-

ing as a local teacher. We interact with over

100 teachers from a dozen school districts

every year placing our students for intern-

ships. These teachers are our professional col-

leagues and we are delighted to use their

expertise in the Teaching Fellow Program.”

In addition to teaching two classes,

Foundations of Education and Educational

Psychology, Repole coordinates the internship

program. This massive administrative task

familiarizes her with the students and with

what other school districts are doing—

knowledge she will take back to Avella. Either

the Washington or Trinity district will be rep-

resented by next fall’s visiting professor and

future years will rotate between districts and

between elementary/secondary teachers. A

master’s degree is required and each teacher

will serve for one fall term before returning to

their home school. 

Local school districts also benefit from this

concurrent program. Students in classes at the

teaching fellow’s home school are invited to

W&J for a day of college. W&J senior educa-

tion majors in English, French, German, and

the sciences will utilize all that they have

learned to offer an enrichment class to the vis-

iting classes as their masterclass requirement.

A Washington High School 11th grade

English class recently made the trip. They

toured the campus, heard Repole talk about

being a teacher, met Dean of Enrollment Al

Newell, and lunched with Assistant Professor

of English Lauryn Mayer. Dr. Mayer

explained how college-level learning and

studying differs from high school experiences.

Then, the students attended a class that tied

the spiritual music of slavery to their current

study of Alex Haley’s Roots.

Dr. Jim Sloat, director of the Center 

of Excellence in Teaching and Learning, is 

very pleased by the success of this program.

“Sharing resources in ways that enhance 

the quality of teaching and learning at all 

the institutions of the College-School 

District Partnership is our goal. With 

the Teaching Fellow Program, we are 

succeeding admirably.”

W&J’s Howard
J. Burnett
Center, dedi-
cated October
2001, contin-
ues to make
waves on the
architectural
scene. The
building’s
architects,
MacLachlan
Cornelius & Filoni received the Louis I.
Kahn Citation from the American
School & University 2002 Design
Competition. The building is described
by the judges as “a striking edifice for
the pursuit of academic excellence.
The construction materials—granite,
limestone, slate, and copper—create
substantial quality.” The project was
profiled in the November 2002 issue of 

American
School and
University
Magazine.

The build-
ing’s contrac-
tor, Harris
Masonry, was
recognized in
2001 by the
Master
Builders’

Association with its Excellence in
Craftmanship Award. “The Weymouth
Granite Ashlar veneer greatly enhances
the traditional campus architecture of
Washington & Jefferson College. The
art of stone cutting and trimming rises
to the highest level of beauty and
reflects truly superb craftsmanship,”
said the judges. 

BURNETT CENTER BESTOWED AWARDS
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GREEK ORGANIZATIONS
HONORED 

FOR EXCELLENCE

CONGRESSMAN MURTHA TOURS
VILAR TECHNOLOGY CENTER

U.S. Representative

John Murtha (right)

discusses plans for the

development of the

Vilar Technology

Center with Tony

Myers, Sr. (left), a fore-

man for contractor,

Harris Masonry, and

Tom Landau (middle),

president of Landau

Building Company,

during a visit to campus in August.

Murtha, who attended W&J before enlisting in the Marine Corps, has

helped the College secure $2.7 million in defense funds to support a col-

laborative project between the National Guard and the College’s devel-

oping Information Technology Leadership (ITL) program.

The ITL program, which will be housed in the Vilar Technology Center,

will provide the National Guard with instruction in skills ranging from basic

computer and technology to advanced applications. The center is

scheduled to open for student use in fall 2003.∆Τ∆

ΦΚΣ

ΚΚΓ

SUMMER PIANO FESTIVAL 
FEATURES MUSICAL MARVELS 

Washington & Jefferson College

showcased the talents of interna-

tionally acclaimed pianists and

young musical prodigies during its

first Summer Piano Festival. 

Three renowned visiting artists:

Paul Jacobs, Melvin Chen, and

Mikhail Yanovitsky joined Festival

Founder and Director Susan

Woodard, Ph.D., and her col-

leagues for one week of work-

shops, private lessons, and public

performances that featured the

work of Beethoven, Brahms, Bach, Tower, Schumann, Prokofiev, and Scriabin.

The festival is designed to enrich the musical and intellectual abilities of pre-

college and college students. It attracted participants from Wisconsin, Ohio,

New York, and Pennsylvania.

Dr. Susan Woodard, W&J professor of music, (seated
at the piano) takes a break from the College’s first
Summer Piano Festival to pose for a group picture with
students and artists who participated in the festival.

ΠΒΦ

ΤΗΕΤΑ

ΒΘΠ

Φ∆Θ

Members of the College’s Greek community

have been receiving high marks from their

national chapters for outstanding leadership

and service. Most recently, W&J’s Greeks

were honored with the following awards:

•  Alpha Tau Omega received the Chapter

Excellence Award and the Excellence in

Communication Award.

•  Beta Theta Pi received the Virginia Tech

Award for academic achievement as well as

the Sisson Award, which is awarded for gen-

eral excellence. This is the third consecutive

and fourth year the W&J Beta chapter has

received the Sisson Award.

•  Delta Tau Delta received the Excellence in

Alumni Programming Award, exceeding the

All-Male and All-Fraternity GPA Award, and

Outstanding Work in Philanthropy Award.

•  Phi Delta Theta received the Community

Service Award at the group’s national 

convention.

•  Phi Kappa Sigma received the Most

Improved Chapter Award at its national 

convention.

•  Kappa Alpha Theta received the National

Award for Best Improvement in Ritual.

•  Kappa Kappa Gamma received honorable

mentions for the New Member

Program Award and the Ritual Award.

•  Pi Beta Phi Chapter President Gina

Marchando received the Chapter Service

Award. She was chosen from a pool of 134 Pi

Beta Phi chapters.
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The W&J Board of Trustees recently

named the following new members: 

TERM TRUSTEES

LYN C. DYSTER ’80 (2002–2008)

Lyn C. Dyster earned her bachelor’s

degree from W&J in 1980 and her

master’s and doctorate from SUNY at

Buffalo. She is president and CEO of

Gencyte, Inc., a biotechnology compa-

ny focused on the development of

products to improve the way human

disease is predicted and managed.

Dyster received a Distinguished

Alumni Award from SUNY Buffalo and

the 2001 Waltersdorf Award from

W&J. She serves as a board member

of the New York Biotechnology

Association and the Health Care

Industries Association. She is also a

member of the President's Advisory

Council at Niagara University.

CHARLES T. NASON ’68 (2002–2008)

Charles T. Nason (Tuck) earned his

bachelor’s degree from W&J in 1968

and his M.B.A. from the University of

Pittsburgh in 1969. He currently

serves as chairman and CEO of The

Acacia Group, a Washington, D.C.-

based financial services corporation.

Nason is a member of the Board of

Directors of the Insurance Market-

place Standards Association 

(Chairman 2002), the Washington Real

Estate Investment Trust, the Greater

Washington Boys and Girls Clubs, The

Greater Washington Research Center,

The Greater Washington Board of

Trade (past chair), and The Federal

City Council. He also is a member of

The Economic Club of Washington.  

NEW TRUSTEES NAMED

ALUMNI TRUSTEES

CRAIG A. VARGA ’76 (2002–2007)

Craig A. Varga earned his bachelor’s 

degree from W&J in 1976. After gradu-

ating from W&J, he attended

Northwestern Law School where he

received his J.D. in 1979. He is a part-

ner in the Chicago law firm of Varga,

Berger, Ledsky, Hayes & Casey, where

his specialty is class action defense in

the consumer finance area. His busi-

ness affiliations include the Committee

on Consumer Financial Services and

the American Judicature Society.

GEORGE W. ZANNOS ’64 (2002–2007)

George W. Zannos earned his bache-

lor’s degree from W&J in 1964 and

continued his education at the

Maxwell School of Syracuse University,

where he received his M.P.A. He is vice

president of J.P. Morgan Private Bank,

a global leader in wealth management.

President Brian C. Mitchell presided over the annual Founders Day

Convocation as the W&J community gathered to celebrate the

College’s 221st anniversary in September. Professor of Philosophy

and Secretary of the Faculty R. Lloyd Mitchell (W&J’s longest

employed faculty member) led the procession. Gary A. Silverman

M.D., Ph.D. ’78, who serves as chief of the division of newborn medi-

cine at Children’s Hospital in Boston, Massachusetts, spoke to the

audience about “Five Things You Ought to Learn Before Graduating

from W&J.”

Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty

James S. Dlugos, Jr., Ph.D. and Executive Vice President G. Andrew

Rembert, Ph.D. recognized 70 students whose academic records

merited the designations of Alpha and Beta Scholars. Alpha

Scholars concluded the 2001–2002 year with a grade point average

at or above 3.85. Beta Scholars earned at least a 3.70.

W&J CELEBRATES 221 YEARS

W&J faculty members enjoy the annual Founders Day ceremony 
held in Olin Fine Arts Center on Wednesday, September 18, 2002.
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Approximately 150 descendants of the

Reverend John McMillan, one of three

Presbyterian ministers who founded

Washington & Jefferson College, gathered at

the College in August for their 35th reunion.

A frontier educator and minister, Dr.

McMillan established log cabin schools that

became part of Washington Academy, The

Canonsburg Academy and Library Company,

and Washington & Jefferson College, respec-

tively. Dr. McMillan served as the first presi-

dent of The Canonsburg Academy and

Library Company and was president of the

Board of Trustees when Jefferson College was

chartered in 1802.

In the book Banners in the Wilderness,

which chronicles Dr. McMillan’s life, it is

noted that he was “the continuity between

the log schools and the College.” Born in

Chester County Pennsylvania, Dr. McMillan

graduated from the College of New Jersey, 

now known as Princeton, in 1772.

During the reunion gathering, President

Mitchell noted the significance of the occa-

sion. “By honoring his memory, you are pay-

ing tribute to a man who left an indelible

mark on our society—a mark that has shown

us, by example, the value of self-reflection

and spirituality, a mark that has helped to

found Washington & Jefferson College, and

a mark that has established 17 churches in

the region and founded the first presbytery

west of the Allegheny Mountains.” 

Dr. McMillan was a product of the Great

Awakening, a spiritual movement that

stressed not only conversion, but also a

Christian’s knowledge of such subjects as

Greek and Latin. He served in the American

Revolution and is credited with helping to

quell the Whiskey Rebellion led by farmers

who were angry about being taxed on the

whiskey they produced.

In his time, Dr. McMillan was a leader,

preacher, and educator who played a central 

role in the history of the College and the

opening of the American frontier. Today, 

his memory lives through the 100-year-old

family association. Dr. McMillan died on

November 16, 1833, at the age of 81.

MCMILLAN FAMILY GATHERS  
TO HONOR LEGACY OF FAMILY AND COLLEGE

A portrait of Presbyterian minister and
founder of Washington & Jefferson College,
the Reverend John McMillan 

The Office of Multicultural Affairs 
is implementing new plans that 
will create a more diverse and 
welcoming campus for multicultural
students. 

Jeffery T. Burgin, assistant dean
for student services and multicultural
affairs, is working with members of
W&J’s Black Student Union (BSU) to
develop the Multicultural Academic
Success Collaborative (MASC), a
pilot program to help minority stu-
dents adjust to academic and
social life at W&J. According to jun-
ior Dara Anderson, president of the
BSU and a student ambassador in
the Office of Multicultural Affairs,
MASC will provide students of color

with opportunities for mentoring,
peer counseling, and networking. 

Through MASC, the Office of
Multicultural Affairs has five multicul-
tural ambassadors who are respon-
sible for promoting diversity, speak-
ing on multicultural issues, and help-
ing minority students make connec-
tions and build relationships on
campus. The ambassadors also
organize workshops, study groups,
and outings for minority students. 

“There is a connection with
retention of minority students and
how comfortable they feel on a
college campus,” Anderson said.
“The comfort level that students feel
affects how they study and ulti-

mately affects their grades. We
want to ensure that all students feel
they are welcome and are an
important part of the community.”

In order to create a nurturing
environment for all multicultural stu-
dents, Anderson has led the charge
to revise the BSU’s constitution. The
change would mark the first revision
to the constitution in ten years. 

“We want to dispel any nega-
tive thoughts about the BSU and
any preconceived notions that it’s
only for black students. We are look-
ing to invite others into the organi-
zation and ensure that W&J is a
more diverse and welcoming place
for all students,” she said. 

OFFICE OF MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS PROMOTES DIVERSITY
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USA TODAY NAMES DAWSON PLAYER TO WATCH 

Washington & Jefferson College was featured in the country’s most-read newspaper, USA Today, for the sec-

ond consecutive season this past August. Senior quarterback Brian Dawson was featured as its Player to

Watch in the paper’s August “College Football Preview” edition. The Presidents were also featured as one of

the top four contending teams in the nation.

Dawson, who owns every passing and total yardage record in school history, was pictured as one of the

top returning quarterbacks in the nation. This season, he became one of 25 quarterbacks in NCAA Division III

history to pass for 8,000 career regular-season yards. Last season, USA Today printed a feature story on

Dawson who has started every single game in which he has played in during his career.

With Dawson as the starting quarterback, the Presidents have won over 30 games in the past four seasons

and have claimed four straight Presidents’ Athletic Conference Championships.   

SPORTS NEWS

Washington & Jefferson College 

junior volleyball player Angela

Lattanzio (Ligonier) was recently

selected to represent the Presidents’

Athletic Conference as a member

of the NCAA Student Athlete

Advisory Committee (SAAC).

Lattanzio will serve on the commit-

tee for the next three years.

Lattanzio joins 24 Division III student-

athletes from across the nation on

the prestigious committee.      

The mission of the NCAA Division

III SAAC is to enhance the total stu-

dent-athlete experience by promot-

ing opportunity for all student-ath-

letes, protecting student-athlete

welfare, and fostering a positive 

student-athlete image, while 

maintaining the tenants of the

Division III philosophy. 

Lattanzio, a chemistry major, is a

three-year letter winner for the W&J

volleyball team, playing the outside

hitter position. In 2001, she was hon-

ored as the team’s most improved

player as she averaged just under

one kill per game. This season, she

has notched 29 kills and 44 digs in

17 matches played.  

The Division III SAAC members

will meet at numerous conferences

W&J Junior Appointed to NCAA’s Advisory Committee

throughout the United States, includ-

ing trips to San Antonio, Texas, in

November, and to Anaheim,

California, in January.  

Colleges and universities in

Division III place the highest priority

on the overall quality of the educa-

tional experience and on the suc-

cessful completion of all students’

academic programs. Some of the

goals the SAAC sets out to accom-

plish are to establish and maintain

an environment in which a student-

athlete’s athletic activities are 

conducted as an integral part of 

the educational experience. 

They also seek to establish and 

maintain an environment that 

values cultural diversity and gender

equity among their student-athletes

and athletics staff.  

Keep updated on your favorite W&J teams at 

http://www.washjeff.edu/athletics_our_teams.html
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Washington & Jefferson College’s Director

of Athletics Rick Creehan has brought a

host of new faces to the College’s coaching

staff who are primed to advance W&J’s ath-

letic programs to the best in Division III.  

“We have prided ourselves on bringing

in individuals who are educators,” said

Creehan. “These coaches believe philosoph-

ically in Division III athletics and know that

our student-athletes are students first and

athletes second. We have found a group of

educators who bring passion, enthusiasm,

expertise, and professionalism—qualities

that match the distinguished reputation of

W&J.”  

New to the campus and debuting this

fall were Head Women’s Soccer Coach

Melissa Joseph, Head Field Hockey Coach

Jennifer Pelleriti, and Head Men’s and

Women’s Cross Country Coach Andrew

Place.  

Joseph comes to W&J

from Juniata College

where she has served

as the women’s assis-

tant coach since fall

2000. She was responsi-

ble in aiding the recruiting effort as well as

planning training sessions, on-field coach-

ing, and scheduling and co-directing sum-

mer camps. In summer 2001, she earned

the National Coaching Diploma from the

National Soccer Coaches Association of

America (NSCAA).  

Pelleriti brings a wealth of

playing and coaching

experience to W&J.

Pelleriti started her field

hockey career in 1991

where she played four years at Division I

Northwestern University. Following her

playing career, Pelleriti became an assis-

tant coach for one season at Division III

Colby College in Waterville, Maine. She

then moved on to Brown University for two

seasons where she worked extensively on

recruiting. Pelleriti also served three sea-

sons as an assistant coach at Syracuse

University from 1997–1999.

Place has served as the

assistant coach for

the W&J cross coun-

try programs over

the last two seasons

and is an experienced

distance runner. He has been the pace

leader in the UPMC/City of Pittsburgh and

Columbus Marathons over the last two

years and ran the 2001 Boston Marathon

in under three hours.

In men’s basketball, Karel

Jelinek takes over as

head coach, while Alan

Seretti joins his staff as

an assistant coach.

Jelinek comes to W&J after

turning around the basketball program at

Thiel College over the past three seasons.

During his first year at Thiel, he led the

Tomcats to the Presidents’ Athletic

Conference Championship and the ECAC

Tournament, which marked the first post-

season appearance in school history. 

Seretti, who recently

completed law school

at Duquesne, served

as the assistant varsity

girls’ and head junior varsity coach at Seton

LaSalle High School for three years. In 1999-

2000, he helped lead Seton LaSalle to the

District 7 Class AA Championship and a

quarterfinal appearance in the PIAA State

Championships.

Jeff Mountain is the new

head baseball coach,

and he will be assisted

by Jarrod Essey.

Mountain served as the

assistant baseball coach at

John Carroll during the past two seasons

where he was the pitching coach, while

assisting with hitting and defense. Mountain

was also in charge of developing scouting

reports and was the regional recruiting coor-

dinator for Ohio, western Pennsylvania, and

western New York. 

Essey recently graduat-

ed from Allegheny College

and lettered three years

for the Gators’ baseball

program, holding a .358

career batting average.

“I am pleased that the characteristics we

look for in our coaches are being displayed.

It’s exciting to begin to see the results of the

zest and energy that the coaches bring to

these programs,” added Creehan. “The next

step in the process of their learning and

understanding of W&J will come in recruit-

ing. I am confident that we will have tremen-

dous success in recruiting.”  

CREEHAN’S COACHES ARE EDUCATORS
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W&J SPRING 2003 SPORTS SCHEDULE

Track
March 22       @ Wheeling Jesuit,TBA

27       @ Bethany Relays,TBA
April 5       @ Westminster,TBA

9        @ Wheeling Jesuit,TBA
12       @ CMU, TBA
16       @ Grove City,TBA
26       PAC Tourn. at Westminster,TBA

May 3        @ Grove City,TBA

Women’s Golf
March 2        W&J Invit., 1:00 p.m.

31       @ Grove City, 1:00 p.m.
April 3        @ Bethany, 11:00 a.m.

7        W&J Tourn., 1:00 p.m.
10       @ Thiel, 12:30 p.m.
16       @ Waynesburg, 1:00 p.m.
24-2    @ PAC Tourn.,TBA

Men’s Golf
September 12       @ UPG Fall Challenge,TBA
October 2         W&J Southpointe Inv.,TBA

8        @ Kuhn Memorial,TBA
14       @ Westminster Inv.,TBA
26-27  @ W. Maryland Inv.,TBA

March 14-20 @ Hilton Head, S.C.,TBA
24       W&J Inv.,TBA
31     @ Westminster,TBA

April 3        @ Bethany,TBA
7         W&J Invitational,TBA
10       @ Thiel,TBA
16       @ Waynesburg,TBA 
21       @ Grove City,TBA
24-25  @ PAC Tournament,TBA

Lacrosse
March 5       WHEELING JESUIT,TBA 

8       MARIETTA, 1:00 p.m.
26       WITTENBERG, 7:00 p.m.
28       KEUKA, 1:00 p.m.
29      OBERLIN, 1:00 p.m.

April 6       MEDIALLE, 12:00 p.m.
9       @ Marietta, 4:00 p.m.
12     @ Kenyon, 2:00 p.m.
16     WOOSTER, 4:30 p.m.
19     @ Oberlin, 1:30 p.m.
26     @ Ursinus, 1:00 p.m.

Men’s Tennis 
March 7       @ Saint Vincent, 12:00 p.m.

12     @ Bethany*, 4:00 p.m.
25     @ Slippery Rock, 3:00 p.m.
25     @ Penn State-Altoona, 3:00 p.m.
31     WESTMINSTER*, 3:00 p.m.

April 1      BETHANY*, 3:00 p.m.
9      THIEL*, 3:00 p.m.
11     GROVE CITY*,TBA 
14     PITT-GREENSBURG, 3:00 p.m.
15     @ Waynebsurg*, 3:00 p.m.
22     @ Westminster*, 3:00 p.m.
25-26  @ PAC Championships,TBA

Softball
March 15-22       @ Spring Training 

24          @ Seton Hill, 3:00 p.m.
26          @ La Roche, 3:00 p.m.
31          PITT-GREENSBURG, 3:00 p.m.

April 1           FROSTBURG STATE, 3:00 p.m.
5           @ Westminster*, 1:00 p.m.
8           BETHANY*, 3:00 p.m.
10         @ Waynesburg*, 3:30 p.m.
14         @ Grove City*, 3:30 p.m.
17         THIEL*, 4:00 p.m.
21        CHATHAM, 4:00 p.m.
25-27    PAC Tournament,TBA

Women’s Water Polo 
March 8             vs. Gannon (at Michigan), 12:45 p.m.

8             vs. Mercyhurst (at Michigan), 5:45 p.m.
vs. Indiana-Bloomington (at Michigan), 10:45 a.m.

9             @ Michigan, 2:30 p.m.
11           vs. Slippery Rock (at Mercyhurst), 7:45 p.m.
25           vs. Penn State-Behrend (at Gannon), 7:45 p.m.
28          PENN STATE-BEHREND, 8:00 p.m.
29          SLIPPERY ROCK, 1:45 p.m.
29          GROVE CITY, 6:45 p.m.
30          MICHIGAN, 12:00 p.m.

April 5-6          @ ECAC Championships (at Princeton),TBA           
8             PENN STATE-BEHREND, 5:15 p.m.
8             GROVE CITY, 9:00 p.m.

@ Southern Division Championships,TBA
(at Bucknell) 

22          vs. Gannon (at Penn State-Behrend), 6:30 p.m.
@ Eastern Championships (at Harvard),TBA

May 2-4          @ Collegiate III National Championships,TBA

Baseball
March 27         SAINT VINCENT (DH), 1:00 p.m.

29          THIEL* (DH), 1:00 p.m.
30          @ Thiel*, 1:00 p.m.

April 2             MUSKINGUM (DH), 1:00 p.m.
4             GROVE CITY*, 1:00 p.m.
5             @ Grove City* (DH), 1:00 p.m.
8             @ Waynesburg*, 3:00 p.m.
9             WAYNESBURG* (DH), 1:00 p.m.
12          @ Westminster* (DH) 
13            WESTMINSTER*, 1:00 p.m.
17         HIRAM (DH), 1:00 p.m.
18         BETHANY*, 3:00 p.m.
19         @ Bethany* (DH), 1:00 p.m.
24-26       PAC Tournament 

May 4             LA ROCHE (DH), 1:00 p.m.

* Indicates Presidents’Athletic
Conference contest

ALL CAPS indicate home games

www.washjeff.edu/athletics_calendar.asp
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FOUNDATION SUPPORT

One of the most important aspects of Campaign success has

been the College’s deepening relationships with philanthropic

foundations. W&J continues to generate support from founda-

tion partners that share the College’s values in education.

In August 2002, W&J received the generous support of the

Eden Hall Foundation of Pittsburgh. Eden Hall has supported

W&J for a number of projects, including construction of the

Olin Fine Arts Center and renovation of McMillan Hall. More

recently, the Foundation has helped W&J with a grant to sup-

port the construction of the Vilar Technology Center.

Also in August,

W&J received

support from

the George I.

Alden Trust of

Worcester,

Massachusetts.

The Alden

Trust’s grant of

$50,000 also

provides support for the Vilar Center’s construction. Founded by

George I. Alden in 1912, the Alden Trust focuses its support pri-

marily toward small, private, undergraduate colleges that demon-

strate a combination of educational excellence, exciting program-

ming, and efficient and effective administration.

REVOLUTIONARY! PROGRESS

Since 1998, Revolutionary! The Campaign for Washington &
Jefferson College has raised more than $72 million. The campaign
will help W&J accomplish three important goals—transform the
campus environment, empower teaching and learning, and ensure day-to-day excellence. From the improved quality of facilities
to the continued excellence in teaching, W&J is rapidly moving forward with an aggressive agenda for institutional excellence.

Athletics and wellness have also benefited from the generosity of alumni and friends. Extensive renovations to Cameron Stadium
are the result of the Cameron family’s $2.65 million gift, providing the College community with a first-class athletic field for
football and track. John and Janet Swanson have helped bring students superior fitness equipment in the Old Gym through their
gift of more than $287,000.

FACULTY RECEIVES NSF SUPPORT

Three Chemistry Department faculty members submitted a successful proposal that will help W&J acquire a nuclear magnetic
resonance (NMR) spectrometer for use in teaching and research. The $385,000 National Science Foundation grant will provide
Dr. Robbie Iuliucci, Dr. Steven Malinak, Dr. Mark Harris, and their students with access to technology with multiple applications
in research.

THE W&J FUND

W&J has also generated enormous support from a

great number of its alumni and friends through contri-

butions to the W&J Fund. The W&J Fund provides

daily support to all areas of the College, from week-

end student activities to computer equipment pur-

chases. Support of the W&J Fund is vital to the long-

term health of the College and the maintenance of

its high-quality academic programs. Since the begin-

ning of the Campaign, the W&J Fund has raised

more than $9.5 million.

The W&J Fund also plays an important role in support-

ing the athletic programs at the College. Through the

Pete Henry Society, contributions support all aspects

of athletics and wellness, from fitness equipment to

travel expenses for teams. Under the guidance of

Associate Director of Campaigns Bill Dukett, the Pete

Henry Society has raised more than $450,000 for

W&J’s student-athletes and coaches.
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by David Foreman

f the walls of the Old Gym could

speak, they would tell quite a story.

This venerable building could tell

you about the first students who exercised

there using Indian clubs, dumbbells, and

broadswords in 1894. It could also tell you

about accommodating hundreds of soldiers

during World War II and about the Dionne

Warwick concert in 1967. The Old Gym has

seen commencement ceremonies and

President Mitchell’s State of the College

addresses, and it has hosted hundreds of

classes and a variety of student activities.

With the creation of the Old Gym’s

Swanson Wellness Center this past fall, the

building can add a nice epilogue to its first

century. Students no longer use broadswords,

but the building is again home to an excel-

lent physical fitness center. The sight of stu-

dents working out on state-of-the-art exer-

cise equipment surrounded by the century-

old tile work and hardwood flooring strikes a

pleasant balance between W&J’s proud tra-

dition and its exciting future. 

TRANSFORMING
W&J ATHLETICS

The rehabilitation of the Old

Gym is one chapter of a larger

story that is unfolding at W&J. Creating the

Swanson Wellness Center on campus illus-

trates the College’s renewed commitment to

athletics as among the most important

aspects of the W&J experience.

Leading this effort is Rick Creehan, the

College’s new director of athletics. “I prefer

to be called ‘coach,’” says W&J’s newest sen-

ior leader. “It’s better than ‘Mr.’, and it’s a

title I feel that I’ve earned.” Coach Creehan’s

title is appropriate. Like many great coaches,

he is a people person. A look at his résumé

proves that he has certainly earned his pre-

ferred title—for 14 years, he was head base-

ball coach at Allegheny College, holding the

school record for the most wins in any sport.

He also served as Allegheny’s athletic director

for ten years.

FIRST STEPS

Coach Creehan joined W&J in

spring 2002 to help write the next

chapter in the history of W&J athletics.

Since he began in March, Coach Creehan

has helped the College design and imple-

ment an aggressive plan for the Department

of Athletics. One of his first big projects is to

refurbish Henry Memorial.

“W&J’s facilities need to improve,” says

Coach Creehan. “Henry Memorial has had

no significant improvements since it was

built. We need to take the next step and turn

it into a first-class performance arena for bas-

ketball, volleyball, and aquatics.”

Built in 1970, Henry Memorial has been

the home of W&J’s physical education and

athletics departments. The College has

grown, but Henry Memorial has not 

adapted to the new W&J—higher enroll-

ment, more sports, more female athletes, 

and a greater interest in physical fitness

among all students.

To bring Henry Memorial up to date,

W&J plans to renovate the building. The

planning phase will be completed in spring

2003. Architectural firm Hastings and

Chivetta of St. Louis, Missouri, the national-

ly recognized leader in sports facilities

design, is drafting plans in conjunction with

Coach Creehan and senior administrators.

They will make recommendations to

President Mitchell who will take them, if

approved, to the Board of Trustees for con-

sideration. From the pool to the racquetball

courts, Henry Memorial will be rethought

and redesigned to make each student’s expe-

rience better. For starters on the basketball

team or for weekend handball players, the

new Henry Memorial Performance Arena

will provide numerous opportunities to pur-

sue excellence in sports.

The central gym will be renovated to

provide a better experience for athletes and

fans, including a change from bleacher

benches to individual chairs. Locker rooms

will be changed to provide a better environ-

ment for student-athletes, and coaches’

offices will be relocated so that each coach

has his or her own space for planning,

recruiting, and working daily with W&J’s

student-athletes.

ENHANCED FACILITIES

Simultaneous to the renovation of

Henry Memorial, W&J plans to

improve its outdoor athletic facilities.

Cameron Stadium hosts competition and

practices in football, men’s and women’s

track and field, men’s and women’s soccer,

field hockey, and lacrosse. It is often difficult

to balance each sport’s demand for field

time. New space is required to alleviate the

strain on schedules and to avoid awkward

and inconvenient practice times.

One important step in alleviating this

pressure is the planned construction of a new

series of playing fields for baseball, soccer,

and lacrosse. An outdoor sports complex of

nearly eight acres is planned west of campus

on a parcel of land near Falconi Field,

Washington’s new minor league ballpark.

I
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The complex will feature a new artificial sur-

face similar to the state-of-the-art turf at

Cameron Stadium. It will be the largest con-

tinuous artificial turf field in the world.

Brooks Field, long the home of W&J base-

ball, is being converted to a first-class NCAA

Division III softball facility, emphasizing the

College’s resolute commitment to gender

equity in athletic facilities design.

In addition to the needs of intercollegiate

athletic teams, W&J must also satisfy the

demands of a very active intramurals pro-

gram. More than 60 percent of W&J’s 

1,200 students participate in intramurals.

Finding space for them to compete is diffi-

cult with such a tight schedule of practices,

games, and meets at the College’s current

facilities.“Henry Memorial cannot handle

the usage levels we need. There simply is not

enough floor space,” Coach Creehan said.

“To provide excellent student-centered

resources, W&J requires a student-focused

recreation center.”

Current plans for a new recreation center

include a 200-meter indoor track and a large

multi-use area that can accommodate up to

four multi-use courts. The addition of the

building would double the amount of indoor

practice and performance space available for

a variety of activities for all students. This

new facility would complement and equal

other facilities already developed at peer

institutions. These added facilities will also

potentially provide greatly enhanced recre-

ational and education space for the greater

Washington community.

A NEW APPROACH
TO WELLNESS

Improved facilities are obviously

beneficial to student-athletes.

About 35 percent of W&J’s students 

compete in intercollegiate athletics, higher

than the national average for a college 

like W&J, so investment in athletics is 

a natural priority.

But improvements to the campus are

designed with more than student-athletes in

mind. With such a high number of students

involved in intramurals, new and improved

facilities will benefit a large segment of stu-

dents. Judging from the daily use of the

Swanson Wellness Center, many more stu-

dents are interested in fitness and improving

their health, and they too would benefit

from better access to fitness resources.

To meet the needs of all students, W&J

is also looking beyond its facilities and tak-

ing a careful look at the curriculum and its

role in the student experience. It is part 

of an institution-wide effort to understand,

hone, and promote what the W&J 

experience means.

“Our investment in the new Swanson

Wellness Center is the first tangible evidence

of our renewed commitment,” says President

Brian C. Mitchell.

Additional programmatic changes to 

the curriculum and new co-curricular pro-

grams are designed to broaden the definition

of wellness.

“Wellness is an integral part of the educa-

tion of each undergraduate,” continues

President Mitchell. “As the new curriculum

grows and evolves, I anticipate that a strong

commitment by the College to a wellness

component will enrich the lives of our

W&J ALUMS SHARE
CHERISHED SPORTS

MEMORIES

James “Jake” Powell ’42 writes, “The
years are many, but the memory is still
fresh. Back when the Old Gym was ‘the
gym,’ Pete Henry was the athletic direc-
tor. Next to the door to his office was a
small tin plaque…On it was a stanza of
a poem written by Grantland Rice, the
famous sports writer: ‘And when that
one great scorer comes to write against
your name, he writes not that you won
or lost, but how you played the game.’ I
still vividly remember the lesson
impressed at a basketball game at
Penn State where Pete was the clock
keeper. W&J was behind by two points,
and time was on the edge of expiring
when our player let one go from long

range as the horn
sounded. The ball
went in. The ques-
tion was whether it
had left the shoot-
er’s hands before
the horn. The
decision finally
came down to

Pete, who
ruled against
the shot.”

Powell believes that Rice’s words
summarized Henry’s career. 

E. Lee North ’46, fondly remembers Pete
Henry. Back when Henry was athletic
director and North was publicity direc-
tor, Henry asked North to go to a Pirates’
game with him. When they arrived at
the stadium, all heads turned as Henry—
a hero in Pittsburgh partly because the
University of Pittsburgh refused to play
W&J his senior year if Pete played—and
North walked up to the broadcasting
booths. North recalls, “What an honor to
have thousands of folks looking at us—
Pete Henry and a nobody. The
announcers duly had us on the air and
Pete got another chance to sell his
favorite college.”
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“All-time, All-American”

Wilbur “Pete” Henry



Washington & Jefferson College Magazine  17

students and refine the meaning of a 

W&J experience.”

The redesigned curriculum broadens the

range of physical education to also include

wellness, not just skills learning. W&J offers

yoga instruction and help with nutrition and

stress management. Through a special part-

nership with Washington Hospital, students

can also meet with counselors who are

trained to assist with a variety of psychologi-

cal and physical problems, challenges that

confront all students.

For individuals, a student-centered cur-

riculum and excellent wellness services pro-

vide important personal support. It is also a

big part of improving the College’s appeal.

A renovated stadium and new treadmills do

not, in and of themselves, make W&J a

great place to go to school in the eyes of stu-

dents. But combined with quality academic

programs, improved dormitories, new aca-

demic buildings, and a long tradition of

teaching excellence, W&J’s changes to its

athletic program raise the College’s profile

and bring W&J to the forefront of the 

liberal arts.

“Improved services and facilities match a

broader range of students to the College,”

says President Mitchell. “As we seek the

‘right fit’ between the College and each

applicant through a rigorous application

process, a well-balanced athletics and well-

ness program helps to improve and deepen

W&J’s application base.”

THE STUDENT-
ATHLETE AND BEYOND

Being a student-athlete at W&J is

a unique challenge. As an NCAA

Division III college, W&J’s approach to ath-

letics is inherently different than high-profile 

college sports programs in Division I-A.

Division III was created in the 1970s as

college athletics became more sophisticated

and complex. Unlike the other divisions of

college athletics, Division III colleges do not

grant athletic scholarships. This difference

helps ensure that student-athletes in Division

III do not overemphasize their roles as ath-

letes. They are students first and athletes 

second. This balance of roles reflects the

experience of most students—academics

come first.

“W&J student-athletes are fully integrat-

ed into the culture of the campus,” says

Coach Creehan. “They receive no special

treatment like athletes at larger universities—

there is no special housing, dining hall, or

tutoring service available only to athletes.

Everyone is treated fairly and services are

open to all students.”

Balancing life in the classroom with life 

on the playing field is a difficult task. This

juggling act is, as Vice President of Academic

Affairs James Dlugos explains, an experience

that student-athletes share with their peers.

“All of our students are challenged to play

many roles. Student-athletes are one of the

more visible groups on campus that struggle

with defining who they are and how they

deal with conflicting identities,” says Dr.

Dlugos. “Student-athletes share many of the

same kinds of conflicts as their less conspicu-

ous ‘hyphenated’ peers—student-leaders, stu-

dent-resident assistants, student-activists, or

student-musicians.”

Roles are not always in conflict. Students

can also learn from the dialogue between dif-

ferent roles, and the lessons and successes of

one role can lead to success in other roles.

For example, athletics has long been val-

ued for the lessons it imparts in teamwork,

leadership, and perseverance. A forward who

W&J’s Cameron Stadium is home to several Presidents’ teams: Lacrosse, Field Hockey, 
Football, and Men’s and Women’s Soccer.
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leads her team to victory in bas-

ketball learns a lot about how to

work as a team member and how

to motivate her teammates. A

swimmer who posts his best time

in an important meet learns

about how preparation can lead

to success. All athletes learn that

beyond winning and losing a sin-

gle game or match, there are

many more chances to compete

and succeed.

There are other learning

opportunities that student-

athletes and their peers of all

kinds experience—the conflict

between registering for a

Shakespeare class that sounds

interesting and a physics class

that is needed to graduate, or the

conflict between sleeping in or

attending an early class.

“In each of these experiences,

there is an opportunity to learn

about life and about yourself,”

says Dr. Dlugos. “As teachers and

coaches, we need to understand

our students’ different roles and how these

roles complicate and enrich the pursuit of

their goals.”

Fulfilling this responsibility is central to

the mission of the College. As W&J moves

forward with its plans to improve facilities,

modify the curriculum, and enhance the over-

all experience for students, it is critical for

young men and women to continue to enjoy

the committed guidance of teachers, coaches,

and peers who can see beyond wins and losses

and learn about striking the proper balance.

BALANCE

If balance is the goal of the stu-

dent-quarterback, student-goalie,

or student-leader, then it is also one of Coach

Creehan’s goals.

At an institutional level, balance takes on

many forms—between men and women,

between fall and spring sports, and between

intercollegiate and intramural programs.

Striking the proper balance is a challenge, but

it is a critical step in building an excellent

athletics program at W&J.

“A well-balanced athletics program pro-

Thomas Corbett ’49 wrote that Pete
Henry was one of the finest, most con-
siderate men he had ever known. One
time, as Corbett walked by him in the
gym, Henry called him over and tossed
him a brand new first baseman’s mitt
and said, “The one you’re using is kind of
raggy.” The biggest impression Henry
made on Corbett, however, was at
graduation. Henry’s leg had recently
been amputated due to his diabetic
condition. Regardless, he stood on his
crutches, in obvious extreme pain, and
shook hands with every graduate and
called each one by name.  

Don Davis ’50 remembers when the1948
W&J Football Team lost severely to
Lafayette College despite the efforts of
“Deacon Dan” Towler and the rest of
the team. The team had taken a bus to
the game after breakfast, and played
the game without eating lunch. After
the game, they drove to the town of
Shartlesville where they ate in a
Pennsylvania Dutch “all you can eat”
farm restaurant. “The consumption was
unbelievable after no lunch, the game,
and about 25 hungry guys. They had to
lose money that day!” writes Davis.

Len Gilman ’50 liked to play basketball
for fun, but at 5’4” he did not feel like he
would ever make the team. One day
while enjoying “a spectacular run of
swishing many consecutive deep set
shots,” Bert Alcorn (a player on Adam
Sanders’ varsity team) came over and
asked him if he would be interested in
trying out for “THE team.” Gilman reports
that he was, “sufficiently flattered to
remember that well-intentioned compli-
ment for 55 years!” 
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In addition to the latest exercise machines, the Swanson
Wellness Center is outfitted with free weights for 
strength training.

Sports Memories...
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vides all student-athletes an opportunity to

compete and practice using the best resources

available,” said Coach Creehan. “Balance also

means that all sports are treated fairly and

equitably, from the quality of uniforms and

equipment to the quality of accommodations

while traveling.”

One important balance that W&J has

gradually achieved is the balance between

men’s and women’s programs. Since first

admitting women as students in 1970, the

College’s athletics programs have reflected

changes in the student population.

In 1973, women had few options to com-

pete. They were limited to the bowling team

and the rifle team. By 1979, women partici-

pated in seven sports and men competed in

12. Today, with marginally more male stu-

dents, there are 12 sports for men and 11

sports for women.

In 2001, the College added two new

sports, reflecting the importance of gender

equity. The Presidents now field teams in

lacrosse for men and field hockey for women.

W&J plans to even the number of sports

opportunities by adding women’s lacrosse.

The increase in the number of sports pro-

grams can be partly attributed to the increas-

es in participation among women in high

school. Nearly 50 percent of all girls in high

school play a sport, up from less than 10 per-

cent in the early 1970s. As women make

choices about where to attend college, they

are increasingly influenced to choose a school

that provides opportunities in athletics.

Equality in men’s and women’s programs

is also the law. In 1972, the passage of Title

IX dictated that colleges and universities

must provide equal opportunity in intercolle-

giate athletics for men and women.

Coach Creehan emphasizes that balance

does not mean that successful programs will

suffer for the benefit of weaker programs.

“For W&J to achieve balance, all ships need

to rise with the tide at the same time.

Making field hockey better does not mean

that you need to make football worse. When

we make budgeting and scheduling decisions

and when we publicize the achievements of

our students, we must consider all students

and sports.”

Nationally ranked football and water

polo teams are two of the most successful

teams at W&J. Most other sports have not

enjoyed the sustained success of these pro-

grams, and they would benefit from system-

atic changes to how the College addresses

sports. Facility improvements for athletes,

coaches, and fans are the first step in

strengthening the entire athletics program

and extending the College’s on-field success

to all sports. A healthy athletics program also

relies on an institutional commitment to

coaches and students.

NEW FACES

Cameron Stadium, Henry

Memorial, and classic buildings

like the Old Gym play an important part in

the story of W&J athletics. But this story is

incomplete without the leaders needed to

pull students together and guide each new

class of young men and women toward 

their goals.

Coach Creehan is the most prominent

new member of W&J’s leadership team. For

programs to improve, Coach Creehan has

brought new personnel on board to fill

vacancies, including:

• John DeLaura—men’s tennis coach

• Karel Jelinek—men’s basketball coach

• Melissa Joseph—women’s soccer coach

Jack Henderson ’50 was an active W&J
sports spectator who remembers the
times he watched Walt Cooper jump
out of the middle of “would-be tacklers”

and run another
5–10 yards over the
backs of his line-
men and the
opponents.
Henderson writes,
“We had some
great athletes,
but none 
any better 
than Walt.”

Paul J. Kiell ’52 has fond memories of
W&J sports. He recalls the last game of
the 1949 football season. W&J had not
won a game since the first one of the
season, and were playing an undefeat-
ed team. “I listened to the game over
the radio in my room, and realized that
W&J was miraculously winning.” He left
his room and went to the stadium to
see W&J win the game. At the end of
only the second win of the season,
someone in the crowd played the 
Alma Mater on a bugle as the crowd
sang along. 

On the track, Kiell remembers his last
semester running in the two-mile event
at the final meet of the season at West
Virginia University…The track was 1/5 of
a mile and Kiell needed to circle the
track ten times for his race. Toward the
end of the race, Kiell was in next-to-last
place and in front of another W&J stu-
dent. The student in last place eventu-
ally dropped out of the race, and left
Kiell to finish last. Kiell claims, “By the
time I finished nine of the ten loops,
everyone else had finished. When the
crowd on the near side saw I was going
to do the last lap they got up and
cheered. As I found my way to the
other side of the track, that crowd gave
me a standing ovation. Then when I got
back to the stands at the finish line and
“sprinted” the last 50 yards I was given
another standing ovation.”

W&J football legendWalter Cooper ’50

Sports Memories...



Another W&J Track Team member,
Jack McElravey ’54, tells of the time in
the spring of 1951 when he ran anchor
on the mile relay team. “I had just
overtaken my opponent and was
coming off the curve and down the
backstretch when I realized Pete
Henry was out of his car and cheering
me on. That was, and still is, a thrill—for
a man of his stature to make the effort
to cheer on a college freshman!” But
McElravey’s favorite moment was
when he set W&J records for the 
100-yard dash at 9.7 seconds, and 
the 220-yard dash at 21.4 seconds 
at a meet at Bethany College in
spring 1952. 

David Doremus ’56 recalls playing bas-
ketball against Carnegie Tech in 1956.
He was shooting the basketball poorly,
so Coach Stan Daly pulled him out of
the game. Angry, Doremus made a
scene and went to sit on the end of
the bench. Later that night, Coach
Daly called Doremus to his office in
the Old Gym and proceeded to lec-
ture him about his behavior. Doremus’

response was, “Forget it coach.
People only want to see the ball go
through the hoop. Anything else isn't
important.” Coach Daly replied,
‘Dave, you will learn early in your life, if
not sooner, that it isn’t always what
you do, but how you do it.’ “I have
told this story many times in my work
with management; it has stayed with
me for a lifetime. Thanks, Stan.”

Pete Henry touched many lives
throughout his years at W&J, including
that of Charles Stunkard ’56. Although
Henry had endured severe medical
problems and was on crutches, he still
called out to Stunkard who was walk-
ing through the Old Gym, “Come on
Stunky, I’ll race you to the other end.”
Stunkard could hardly believe what he
heard. “Even though Pete was in a
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• Jeff Mountain—baseball coach

• Jennifer Pelleriti—field hockey coach

• Andrew Place—men’s and women’s cross

country coach

It is not just the faces that are new.

Coaches now have different sets of expecta-

tions and responsibilities.

“The structure of our coaching staff mir-

rors our academic commitments,” says Coach

Creehan. “Just as we only hire chemists to

teach chemistry, we will only hire experts in

soccer to coach soccer, or experts in field

hockey to coach field hockey. It is part 

of being committed to our programs of 

all types.”

Responsibilities for coaches have also

changed. Head coaches are now dedicated to

a single sport. Graduate assistants will also

bring a new group of faces to campus. These

assistants live on campus and earn valuable

experience early in their careers as leaders,

motivators, and teachers. By the end of the

summer of 2003, W&J expects to have 15

assistants on the coaching staff.

Modifying the structure of coaching

responsibilities provides flexibility for coaches

and helps them spend more time dedicated to

one sport. It also raises expectations about

how well teams will fare.

THE BIG PICTURE

Browsing yearbooks reveals that

today’s CEO was yesterday’s quar-

terback, and today’s judge was yesterday’s

pitcher. The story of W&J athletics has

included a number of extraordinary charac-

ters and some incredible successes. To 

maintain a tradition of excellence in 

athletics, the College must adapt its 

facilities and programs.

“I am awestruck at the successes of our

alumni,” says Coach Creehan. “And I am

very pleased to find out that many of 

our finest alumni in medicine, law, 

government, and education are also former

student-athletes. It is an honor to be part of

this tradition.”

If, as the Duke of Wellington claimed,

the Battle of Waterloo was won on the play-

ing fields of Eton, then many personal strug-

gles of W&J alumni have been won in the

mud at College Field or between the lines at

Brooks Field.

For W&J students to continue to enjoy

success after graduation, it is important for

the College to continue to tell a good story

when it comes to what it can offer to its stu-

dents in the world of athletics, fitness, and

learning to lead a healthy lifestyle.

“Cultivating well-rounded scholar athletes

of first rank who will contribute mightily to

global society is part of what we do at W&J,”

says President Mitchell. “It’s what we have

done for over two centuries—and we’re very

good at what we do.”

Sports Memories... Tradition Meets Ambition

Director of Athletics Rick Creehan speaking at
W&J’s Hall of Fame Dedication in August
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very bad situation, he was ready to
race. As life has dealt its situation
since then, I still think about ‘Hey
Stunky, I'll race you to the other end.’
What better advice for life could
have been given? Thank you Pete.”

Dr. James Garrettson ’61 was part of
the W&J Rifle Team, and pays tribute
to a fellow teammate, the late Robert
(Barry) Trew ’59. He writes that the
team was closely affiliated with the
ROTC Department and had range
facilities in the basement of the old
armory at Lincoln and Wheeling
Streets, which have been torn down.
He writes, “Barry Trew was an out-
standing athlete in his sport. Trew
achieved All-American status in each
of his four years at W&J. Barry was a
legend in the shooting world even
before he came to W&J. What an
honor and privilege it was to shoot on
the same team with him!”

Pete Fenninger ’64 was a W&J swim-
mer and a spectator. “In the Old Gym
there was a wrestling meet with West
Liberty. The meet was very close, and
we would win if our heavyweight
avoided getting pinned. Marty Reiley
’63 weighed about 200 pounds, and
his opponent made him look tiny. He
had a finely chiseled physique of at
least 40 pounds more, and his waist
was about the size of Reiley’s right
calf. Reiley desperately held on
through the first two periods. . . Marty
continued to wriggle, stall, and avoid
being pinned. The noise level was so
loud. With fewer than ten seconds to
go, the mighty opponent threw in the
towel and stomped off the mat with-
out getting the needed pin.”

Betsey Hurwitz-Schwab ’74 was a
member of the first W&J Women’s
Field Hockey Team. The sport has
recently begun to regain momentum
at W&J. The team began in fall 1973
with borrowed equipment, numbers
pinned to the backs of their white
shirts, and Susan Jacobson as the
coach. Practice took place on a field
away from the school that was only
available part of the time and was
only occasionally maintained. Hurwitz-
Schwab recalls a game in which she
was hit with a stick between the foot
and the shin guard. She was down by
the goal and spectators at midfield
could hear the stick meet bone. There
was no break, and Hurwitz-Schwab
recalls, “It sure was cool going to my
job as lifeguard at the pool on crutch-
es that night and how some of the
guys’ attitudes changed (to more
accepting) when they heard I was
injured in sports.”

Jeffrey Jensen ’78 recalls the competi-
tion in intramural sports. When school
began in the fall, the fraternities pre-
pared for the fall football classic at
College Field. For those who wanted
to play for the College but couldn’t,
intramural football was the biggest
sport. Games were played at various
fields around campus with the semi-
finals and finals played “under the
lights” at College Field. He particularly
remembers his fraternity, Phi Gamma
Delta (not known for its brothers’ ath-
letic ability) winning the champi-
onship. He writes, “I can still remember
all the excitement like it was yester-
day, and how proud we all were…As I
write this I'd like to congratulate all my
fellow brothers. Without all their hard
work, we would have never won the
championship I’ll never forget.”

Dr. Leonard J. Schussel ’80 writes, 
“I remember winning about six football
games in four years. My freshman and

W&J’s first women’s field hockey team in action.

Sports Memories...
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sophomore years, I was part of the
WJCR radio network, broadcasting
games over W&J radio. The star player
was running back Tony Cannon, who
doubled as the floor monitor in the
dorm. In 1976, Tony was sidelined with
a broken leg, after leading the confer-
ence in rushing the year before. Tony
demonstrated that football wasn't life,
but that sports experience was a valid
means of dealing with everyday life.”

Christian Perry ’89 will always remem-
ber his first college soccer game
against California University in fall
1985. “The team had gone 1-15 the
season before my freshman year.
There were a lot of freshmen soccer
players that year, and hopes were
high that we would turn the program
around. California was a quality
squad that we were not supposed to
defeat, but we played hard and at
the end of regulation, the game was
scoreless. Overtime was back and
forth with both sides getting good
chances to score. Then, with only sec-
onds remaining, Mark Stadnik ’89, a
freshman forward, took a lead pass
that split the California defense,
walked in on goal and buried the
breakaway. What a finish!! It was an
unbelievable way to start my college
career at W&J. I went on to play all
four years at W&J and was named
captain and MVP in 1989. Soccer has
always been a big part of my life, and
my experiences at W&J only
enhanced my love for the game.”

Back when lacrosse was a club sport
at W&J, team member Brian Cohen
’89 recalls a meet with Frostburg State
University where a very successful 1988
W&J Lacrosse Team was locked in
close battle with an equally good FSU
team.” The lead in this game, for both
teams, never exceeded a goal or

two, making it a very competitive
match-up. What made this game dif-
ferent was the 200–plus FSU students
who surrounded the field by the sec-
ond half, adding to an already
intense day in Maryland. Ending regu-
lation in a tie, and heading into over-
time, the already rowdy crowd was
working itself into a frenzy—all only a
few feet from the sidelines. I am
proud to report that the Presidents
were the victors on that day, but not
before a group of 25 plus W&J players
rallied and played as one. A diverse
group of underclassmen and upper-
classmen, and Fijis, Chis, Tunas, Betas,
Delts, and Sigma Chis—we all bonded
together and overcame a tremen-
dous, vocal opponent and student
body. I have never played in a sport-
ing event with as much excitement
and challenge as I did in Maryland
that spring day, and I have never felt
as good about the people I have
called teammates throughout my
athletic career. Needless to say, 
that day emphasizes what I most
enjoyed about playing a sport at 
W&J College.”

Kenyon R. Bonner ’94 writes that the
W&J Men’s Basketball Team from
1990–1994 is considered by most to be
the best basketball team in W&J histo-
ry and the best team to ever play in
the President’s Athletic Conference.
The team matured and developed
over four years under coaches John
Unice (1990–1993) and Tom Reiter
(1993–1994), winning the PAC
Championship for three consecutive
years (1991– 1992, 1992–1993,
1993–1994). During the 1993–1994 sea-
son, the team posted the most wins in
a season with 22. “If there were ever a
team worthy of acclaim and recogni-
tion, this team and their coaches
should be considered with the great

football teams and other teams in
W&J athletic and College history,”
he writes.

David Brozeski ’96 feels fortunate to
have been able to play football for
four years under Coach John
Luckhardt. “During those four years,
we were able to play in two Amos
Alonzo Stagg Bowl Championship
games and four Eastern Regional
Championship games. We won the
Presidents Athletic Conference all four
years, and several members were
voted on the All-Conference teams as
well as All-American teams. I have too
many memories to list them all.
However, one fond memory of my
career with W&J football is that my
class has one of the best records of
any class at W&J with a record of 45
wins and 6 losses.”

When Michele Ross ’96 was a senior
at W&J, the softball team (coached
by Kim Wilson) had a successful sea-
son finishing with a record of 16 wins.
“We clinched the PAC title and
received a bid to the ECAC tourna-
ment in Philadelphia. This event was
so memorable for me and four other
seniors because we missed our own
graduation day.  It was sad to miss
such an important day of our lives but
we had a wonderful experience play-
ing softball. We placed third in the
tournament, and I would like to per-
sonally thank Kim Wilson for all of her
hard work and dedication over the
years at W&J!”

Brenda Williamson ’96 writes, “Being a
member of the W&J Women’s
Basketball Team was a wonderful 
experience and one that I will always
treasure. I was very fortunate to play
with extremely talented teammates
and play for a wonderful coach and

Sports Memories...
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W&J junior Emily Lapkowicz has mastered her role

in the W&J athletics program. She is a three-year

letterwinner for the Presidents’ Women’s Soccer

Team, while also holding down a double major in

Spanish and biology. During her freshman season,

Lapkowicz enjoyed one of the best years by a W&J

soccer player. 

Emily scored nine goals and added three

assists, but admitted to having a tough time balanc-

ing between academics and athletics. “At first, try-

ing to excel at both was a little overwhelming,” said

Lapkowicz. “I have learned to handle it now. You

have to be able to divide your time in the right

places. Before the season begins, you have to rec-

ognize when to schedule your classes and when to set time aside for studying.” 

Although the Presidents have struggled in Lapkowicz’s first two seasons, they

have turned it around in 2002—in two months, the team has won more games than it

did all of last year. After notching 21 points as a freshman, Emily moved to the defen-

sive stopper position, bringing a veteran presence to the backfield. This season, she

has moved into the midfield and can be seen displaying her talents all over the field

during the 90 minutes of each match. Lapkowicz is a big part of the turnaround, but

she also credits first-year head coach Melissa Joseph for helping lift the Presidents to

the next level. 

“We have a lot of talent that we can put out on the field each game this season,”

said Lapkowicz. “Coach Joseph has done an excellent job for us, and I am really look-

ing forward to watching our younger players develop next year.”

The Beallsville native has also excelled in the classroom. Her father, Dr. Victor

Lapkowicz, is a dentist in the Washington area, and she plans to follow in his foot-

steps, looking forward to entering dental school after graduation. “I have always had

an interest in dentistry because of my father,” she noted. “I have also always been

intrigued by the Spanish language, and I know that taking it as a major will only help

me when I apply to dental school.”

W&J Director of Athletics Rick Creehan noticed the leadership qualities in

Lapkowicz upon his arrival to the campus this past spring. “Emily was one of the first

student-athletes I met,” said Creehan. “She exemplifies all that is good about stu-

dent-athletes at Washington & Jefferson College. She is the epitome of what it means

to be a team player. Her efforts on and off the field are remarkable, but also typical of

a countless number of athletes that we have here at W&J.” 

Lapkowicz is especially excited about the new changes on the campus and feels

that the College will only grow in the near future. “I am so grateful to be a part of all

of the changes on the campus,” said Lapkowicz, who resides in the new dormitory

that opened this fall. “The College is moving in the right direction in both athletics

and academics. I couldn’t be more happy with my decision to come to W&J.”  

THE DOUBLE MAJOR, STAR-ATHLETE, AND TIME MANAGERperson, Vicki Staton. During the four
seasons from 1992–1996, we enjoyed
winning two PAC Championships in
1994 and 1996, one ECAC
Championship in 1994, and a birth in
the NCAA Division III National
Tournament in 1995. I still look back
on those four years and all the 
times I shared with my teammates
with very fond memories. Thanks,
Coach Staton.”

Carrie Zickefoose ’97 is W&J’s head
women’s basketball coach. She
writes, “My favorite sports moment
would have to be when our women’s
basketball team qualified for the
NCAA Division III Tournament during
my sophomore season in 1994-95 and
played at Capital in the first round.”

Katie Testa ’99 was a member of the
W&J Cross Country Team and fondly
remembers hosting the first home
meet during Homecoming 1999. “Our
coach, Dr. Gregory Redding created
a W&J course by bulldozing a path
through Washington Park. It was won-
derful to be able to compete at W&J
and have our family and friends there
to cheer us on,” she writes. She
added that the course was not only
a great addition to W&J, but also to
the Washington community that now
uses it as a walking trail.  

Andy Burkett ’00 shares a special
moment that took place during his
first year at the College when he was
a “very uncertain-of-myself freshman”

on the cross country team. “I was giv-
ing it my all during the last few sec-
onds of a run at St. Vincent—sudden-
ly realizing that I was to come in
dead last in the race—when Josh
Bruton ’99, my freshman mentor,
pulled back to let me cross the finish
before him. At the time, I was con-
fused but happy to not be the last
guy to cross the line. Thanks Josh.”
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ALUMNI NEWS
When Dr. Dennis Slamon ’70 returned to

campus during Homecoming 2001 to receive

W&J’s second Alumni Award for Achieve-

ment, he inspired more than admiration. 

While on campus, Dr. Slamon spoke

about his groundbreaking research in breast

cancer. Among the students listening to his

presentation was Gina Bernardo ’03, a biolo-

gy major intending, at that time, to pursue a

career in medicine. Excited by Slamon’s

research, she introduced herself and casually

inquired about possible internship opportu-

nities. “He seemed very interested and agreed

to leave contact information with Professor

Trelka. The next day, Dr. Trelka asked me

‘are you going?’” Just like that, Bernardo

began a journey of scientific exploration.

As a clinical oncologist and associate

professor of medicine at UCLA’s School of

Medicine, Dr. Slamon oversees a research lab

in California. Last summer, with logistical

details ironed out by Professor of Biology

Dennis Trelka and Dr. Cindy Wilson, the

research associate running the lab, Bernardo

arrived on the West Coast. Armed with her

academic studies and having assisted in lab

prep several times, she was eager to begin her

job as laboratory assistant.

Once settled, Bernardo met with Dr.

Wilson to develop a research project. She

chose to study mammary tissue, with a goal

of characterizing breast epithelial cells. From 

start to finish, Bernardo worked independ-

ently within the lab setting. She grew the ini-

tial cells, conducted her experiments, made

observations, and finally presented her results.

“I was in control on any given day,” Bernardo

recalls, “with overall direction provided by

Dr. Wilson.” She was able to spend time talk-

ing with graduate students, lab technicians,

and scientists with advanced degrees. These

conversations enlightened her to the variety

of career paths in science and medicine. 

“Dr. Slamon really went out of his way to

call or see me. One day toward the end of 

my internship, Dr. Slamon called at 11 a.m.

and asked if I could give a presentation at 

2 p.m.! It was an incredible adrenaline rush,”

she said.

Bernardo found her training to be very

helpful, but the on-site learning was even

more valuable. “I learned to use all the equip-

ment, and do procedures myself: from seed-

ing slides, operating the digital microscope,

using lab techniques to, most importantly,

learning the correct pacing of my experiment.

Before last summer, I knew from books how

to do it all, but in the classroom everything 

is abstract—learning procedures by memo-

rization. In the lab everything began to 

make sense.”

Originally hoping to become a doctor,

Bernardo is now directing her passion 

and skills toward clinical research and 

teaching. She hopes to return to UCLA for

another year of research before continuing 

her education.

UPCOMING ALUMNI
EVENTS

JANUARY

3    Pittsburgh (Mellon Arena)
(W&J Ice Hockey vs Penn State) 

17 Cleveland (W&J Ice Hockey 
vs John Carroll) 

24 Dallas 

25  Austin 

25  San Antonio 

26  Houston 

27  El Paso 

28  Albuquerque 

29  Santa Fe 

31  Beaver Creek (“Presidents on
the Powder”)

FEBRUARY

1–2  Beaver Creek (continued) 

4 Denver 

11   Boca Raton 

12   Miami 

16   Ft. Myers 

17  Tampa 

22   Washington County 
(Washington’s Birthday) 
W&J Arts Series Performance

Dates are subject to change

DR. DENNIS SLAMON ’70 INSPIRES 
STUDENT’S SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION 
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A s unusual as it

seems, student-athletes at

Washington & Jefferson

College are learning and

experiencing the works

of Shakespeare by uncov-

ering the parallels that exist between sports

and certain scenes from the master’s works.

Professor of English Annette Drew-Bear has

created this interesting approach. 

It all began two years ago as W&J starting

quarterback Brian Dawson enrolled in Dr.

Drew-Bear’s Introduction to Literature

English class. Drew-Bear saw potential in

Dawson as a student, and she looked for

ways to bring out the best in him and the

other football players in the class. Intrigued,

she attended W&J football games. Though

she had never been a football fan, she began

to love the game and even traveled on the

road with the Presidents to every game. 

“I am always interested in learning ways to

bring out the best in my students,” said

Drew-Bear. “It just happened that Brian was

an extremely talented football player and a

promising student, and I wanted to learn

how to engage him in the classroom. I start-

ed enjoying the games and became fascinated

by a sport that I knew absolutely nothing

about. I am having so much fun.” Drew-Bear

said that she found that football players

thrive in small discussion group settings.

Dawson liked the format of the class so

much that he enrolled in Drew-Bear’s 

Shakespeare class last spring. 

Senior linebacker Roger Snyder, an

English and philosophy major, was another

student-athlete who learned to appreciate and

understand Shakespeare through this class.

“Instead of just reading the literature, we

learned more by acting it out and interacting

with one another,” added Snyder. “Dr. Drew-

Bear knows the material very well and is pas-

sionate about her job, which made us want to

learn more as well.”

For her January 2002 Intersession class on

Shakespeare’s King Henry V, Drew-Bear set

out to create active learning assignments to

help students understand the text and to have

fun in the process. The class was centered

around exploring the language through move-

ment, with students using their bodies and

their voices to express the visual images

instead of just reading through the play.

Students created and performed modern par-

allels of scenes using contemporary dialogue

and situations to capture the meaning of the

lines. Since Henry V repeatedly compares war

and sport, the play invites football parallels. 

One of the choices for a final project for

the Intersession class was to stage and per-

form a scene that shows the parallel between

war and sport in Henry V. Current W&J foot-

ball players including senior Andre Barnabei,

junior Marc McKillop, and sophomore Jim

Roche performed and videotaped scenes at

Cameron Stadium comparing the Battle of

Agincourt to the battle on the football field at

W&J football games. The scenes in the

French and English camps before the battle

became the pre-game scenes happening in t

he locker rooms of the opposing teams. 

“I held all of these students to very high

standards, and I must say that their final 

projects and papers were some of the most

creative and impressive that I have ever 

had,” noted Drew-Bear. “I worked very 

hard to prepare the assignments, and I 

was very happy that the students 

responded by making this one of the most

SHAKESPEARE ON THE GRIDIRON

successful and rewarding courses that I have

ever taught.”

Snyder feels that the student-athletes at

W&J have shown that the typical stereotypes

of college football players do not apply to

W&J players. “I think it says a lot for the stu-

dents that we have here at W&J,” said

Snyder. “Our student-athletes are well-round-

ed in all aspects.”

Snyder also noted that it was Drew-Bear’s

efforts that brought out the ability of the stu-

dent-athletes to learn. “I think all of the hard

work reflects a lot about her character and

how she wants to understand all of her stu-

dents,” added Snyder. “She is involved with

many activities on campus and goes to all of

our road football games…Dr. Drew-Bear is

an all-around, complete educator.” 

Professor of English Annette Drew-Bear is on the 
field at one of W&J’s recent football games with 
two of her students, Brian Dawson ’03 (left) and 
Roger Snyder ’03 (right). 

By Scott McGuinness
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Washington & Jefferson College presented

the 2002 Alumni Award for Achievement to

David Kier ’65 in honor of his commitment

to protect our national security and serve the

U.S. government with distinction and virtue.

As the vice president and program manager

for the National Defense Agency at

Lockheed Martin Corporation, Kier contracts

with the U.S. government to develop missile

defense systems that protect our national

security and defend U.S. forces and allies

globally. Retired from a 35-year career in fed-

eral service, Kier served 21 years with the

Central Intelligence Agency.

During his career with the CIA, Kier

designed, developed, controlled, and operated

U.S. satellite systems with highly sophisticat-

ed infrared technology and imagery units that

detect foreign missiles and gather intelligence

information. He was named the deputy direc-

tor of the National Reconnaissance Office

and the principle deputy assistant secretary of

the Air Force.

Prior to his post with the CIA, Kier

worked for NASA Headquarters as the High

DAVID KIER ’65 RECEIVES ALUMNI AWARD FOR ACHIEVEMENT

Speed Vehicles Program Manager, Office of

Aeronautics and Space Technology. It is in

this role where he pioneered new aircraft

technology with the design of the Highly

Maneuverable Aircraft Technology, known as

the HiMat. Today, the HiMat is displayed in

the Smithsonian National Air and Space

Museum in recognition of its contribution to

military aircraft technology.

Kier graduated with a bachelor’s degree in

physics from W&J in 1965. He also com-

pleted graduate courses in systems engineer-

ing at the University of Southern California

and later earned a certificate from the

National War College. 

His work to patrol our international skies

has earned Kier an elite position as one of the

Robert H. Shoop, Jr., ’60 received

Washington & Jefferson College’s

Distinguished Service Award during W&J’s

Homecoming weekend in recognition of 

his leadership, service, and dedication to 

the College. 

Shoop, a partner in the Pittsburgh law

firm of Thorp, Reed & Armstrong, graduat-

ed from W&J with a bachelor’s degree in

1960. Upon graduating, he was commis-

sioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the Military

Police Corps through the College’s ROTC

program. He attended the Graduate School

of Business at New York University and 

was called to active duty in the U.S. Army

in 1961. 

While serving his country, Shoop earned

the rank of 1st Lieutenant and received the

Army Commendation Medal. By 1963, he

was released from active duty and entered

the University of Pittsburgh’s School of Law,

where he received his J.D. degree in 1966.

In 1968, Shoop began his career with

Thorp, Reed & Armstrong, and he became a

partner in the firm by 1974. Shoop was also a

member of the firm’s executive committee for

15 years. During his distinguished profession-

al career, Shoop was appointed by Governor

Thomas J. Ridge to the Appeals Board

Prevailing Wage Act for the Commonwealth

of Pennsylvania, a board that he currently

serves as chairman. His work has been recog-

nized by Who’s Who in American Law and

Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals.

Despite the demands of professional and

personal obligations, Shoop has remained an

active leader in the W&J community. He

served on the W&J Board of Trustees for 17

years, first as an alumni trustee an then as a

term trustee. In addition to his board service,

Shoop has shown a personal interest in W&J

as a member of the Development Council,

chairman of the 1980 W&J Homecoming

Weekend, chairman of the annual fund, and

an ambassador for the Office of Alumni

Relations and Office of Admission. He has

also served as a guest lecturer and offered

words of wisdom to W&J students on

ROBERT H. SHOOP, JR. ’60 HONORED WITH DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

continued on page 31

continued on page 31
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W&J’s 2002 Homecoming Queen
Karin Wong ’03 (Delta Gamma)
and escort Azat Elibol ’04 (Phi
Gamma Delta)

W&J Presidents and the
crowd enjoy victory over
Westminster, 29–21.

The Homecoming Parade gets
better each year! This year’s
theme was “Viva Las Vegas.”

W&J’s Fifth Quarter celebration—always
a wonderful time to reunite and celebrate
with friends.

Plan to celebrate with us next year, September 26–27, at Homecoming 2003!

The campus was humming with activity on October 
4 and 5 as alums gathered to celebrate Homecoming 2002. THANKS FORCOMING HOME.
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On August 4, the Washington &

Jefferson College Athletic Hall of

Fame enshrined ten individuals and

the members of one team who dis-

tinguished themselves on the play-

ing fields of W&J. The College 

also welcomed back current mem-

bers of the Hall of Fame to accept 

official plaques that will reside 

in the Eaton/Gentile Hall of 

Fame Room in Towler Hall at

Cameron Stadium. 

The evening began at Cameron

Stadium with a dinner celebrating

the official dedication of the Hall of Fame.

The official induction ceremonies were held

at Towler Hall where all 45 members of the

first four induction classes were honored for

their outstanding achievements—on and off

the playing surface—at Washington &

Jefferson College. 

The event concluded the four-year char-

ter membership stage for the College’s

Athletic Hall of Fame that was created to

honor and memorialize individuals or teams

that have made outstanding contributions to

W&J athletics and helped bring recognition,

honor, excellence, and distinction to the

College and its intercollegiate athletic pro-

grams. “The first four years of the hall of

fame were designed to build a base of

inductees,” said W&J Director of Athletics

Rick Creehan. “We will now have an annual

Hall of Fame dinner and ceremony at

Cameron Stadium, which will typically have

four to five new members enshrined each

year. In all likelihood, the annual ceremony

will be a fall event.” 

The Hall of Fame class of 2002 featured

some of the top student-athletes in

Washington & Jefferson history: Dave Conn

’91, Beth Bercik Leonard ’83, Art Massaro

’53, Andy Mestrovic ’51, J.C. Morrow ’77,

Peter Munger ’74, Jack Rea, Amy Rush ’91,

Ronald Salvitti, M.D. ’59, Kelly Stacey ’91,

and John Yauch, M.D. ’63. The 1921 Rose

Bowl team became the first team ever to be

honored together by the prestigious club. 

Conn became the first W&J football

player in history to be named a Champion

Division III All-American. His 15 career

interceptions still stand as the College 

record today. Massaro also played on both

sides of the ball for the Presidents. He led

W&J to a 5-2 record in 1952 and scored 

11 touchdowns. 

Morrow finished his career as one of the

top quarterbacks in Washington & Jefferson

history. In 1975, he completed just under 60

percent of his passes to become the first

W&J player to lead the nation in pass effi-

ciency. For his efforts, he was named the

PAC Player of the Year. 

Yauch was a four-year letter winner 

as tackle for the Presidents and was named 

to the 1959 Associated Press Little All-

America squad. 

Bercik Leonard and Munger

were legendary swimmers at W&J,

who broke numerous school records

during their four years. Bercik

Leonard earned All-America laurels

in the 100 Individual Medley in

1982, while Munger became the

first President swimmer to earn 

All-America honors in 1974, 

placing fifth in both the 50 

freestyle and the 100 butterfly at 

the national championships. 

In basketball, Mestrovic was con-

sidered as one of the top basketball players

in the nation in the early 1950s. He scored

458 points during the 1950–51 season,

which is the fifth highest, single-season point

total in school history. He also scored 41

points against Ohio Wesleyan in the same

year, breaking the College record for most

points in a game. 

Stacey finished her career as the highest

scoring player, male or female, in W&J his-

tory with 1,766 points. She was a four-time

First Team All-PAC selection and a two-time

winner of the conference Most Valuable

Player award. 

Rush was a two-sport standout at W&J,

excelling in both volleyball and softball. On

the court, she was a three-time First Team

All-PAC honoree and twice averaged more

than three kills per game. On the diamond,

Rush became the school’s first-ever, four-year

First Team All-Conference selection. In

1990, she was honored as the PAC MVP. 

Rea earned his induction into the Hall of

Fame after being widely known as one of the

leading athletic trainers in the eastern

United States during his 35-year tenure at

W&J ALUMS RECEIVE CALL TO THE HALL

continued on page 31

W&J Hall of Fame 2002 inductees gather with President Mitchell
for a photo. 
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W&J’s Office of Alumni Relations invites alums to enjoy one, or all, of the exciting adventures that they have
planned—skiing in Colorado, reliving your College days at W&J’s Alumni College, and touring Spain and Portugal
with W&J faculty. For more information on these opportunities, visit www.washjeff.edu/alumni.html or call the
Office of Alumni Relations at 724-223-6079.

By now, you’ve received your invitation to
Washington & Jefferson College’s first alumni ski
trip—“Presidents on the Powder.” We hope that
this event becomes a tradition for W&J alumni
and friends. The schedule that the Office of
Alumni Relations has prepared offers enjoyment
for skiers and non-skiers alike. Explore and enjoy
the wonders of Beaver Creek, Colorado. Grab
your poles and boots and meet us in Colorado.
Plenty of time is still available to register. 

Alumni, parents, and friends of
the College are invited to tour
Spain and Portugal with mem-
bers of the congenial W&J 
family. Leader of 20 College
trips, Professor of English Richard
Easton and his wife Patricia ('74)
have designed a travel experi-
ence that you won’t want to
miss. Professor of Spanish Dr.
Olgalucia Gonzalez and her hus-
band Dr. Pablo Gonzalez will
also accompany the group to
share their knowledge of Iberian
culture and history. 

Experience the Slopes at Beaver Creek, Colorado
January 31–February 3, 2003

Tour Spain and Portugal
May 20–June 1, 2003Revisit Your College Days  

May 16–18, 2003

–Mark Twain

–Mark Twain

Miss your College days? You can
experience College life again.
Return to campus and celebrate
Commencement 2003 with us on
May 16 and 17, then stay an extra
day, May 18, and enjoy choice
offerings from some of W&J's finest
professors. Experience the arts, his-
tory, and take a field trip to learn
more about W&J's roots. Spend a
night (or two) in our newest air-
conditioned, suite-style residence
hall (built on the site of the former
Hays Hall) and relive your college
days. Don't miss out on this opportu-
nity. Mark your calendars and we’ll
see you in the classroom. 
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W&J BOOKSTORE –NOT JUST BOOKS

Shop for yourself and your family

and friends throughout the year

at W&J Bookstore. There’s some-

thing for everyone—W&J chairs,

clothing, throws, bric-a-brac, and

more. Show your Presidents pride

all year; stop in or visit us in Rossin

Campus Center or on-line at

www.washjeff.edu/bookstore.asp

Rossin Campus Center • 60 South Lincoln Street • Washington, PA  15301 • 724-223-5115

W
es

te
rwald Pottery Collection

Diploma Frame

Holiday Ornaments

Members of Phi Kappa Psi gathered from across the

country at W&J in August to mark the fraternity’s

150th anniversary by rededicating a fountain that

the fraternity donated to the College in 1909.

The fountain, which had fallen into disrepair was

restored with the fraternity’s assistance. It was origi-

nally built in honor of fraternity founders William

Henry Letterman and Charles Page Thomas Moore,

whose guiding principle was “the great joy of 

serving others.”

Established in 1852 at Jefferson College, Phi

Kappa Psi now has 91 chapters nationally.
President Brian C. Mitchell and members of the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity unveil 
the restored fountain that the fraternity rededicated in August. The fountain is
located at the head of the stone walk in front of Old Main.

FRATERNITY REDEDICATES FOUNTAIN AT W&J
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W&J. He was a recipient of the National

Athletic Trainers’ Association 25-year award

and was recognized as a founding father of

the Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers Society 

in 1990. 

Dr. Salvitti, a four-year letter winner with

the Presidents’ basketball program in the late

1950s, was honored with the 2002 Robert

M. Murphy Award, which bestows special

recognition to selected athletes, who exempli-

fy outstanding lifetime achievements. The

award is in name of Murphy, who served as a

graduate manager at W&J for 15 years. Dr.

Salvitti, a current member of the College’s

Board of Trustees, was honored as W&J’s

1999 Entrepreneur of the Year. He is the

founder and medical director of the

Southwestern Pennsylvania Eye Center. Dr.

Salvitti’s contributions to the field of ophthal-

mology have been widely recognized by his

peers and by professional organizations.

The 1921 football team went down in

history as the most successful athletic team in

the school’s illustrious history as the

Presidents advanced to the Rose Bowl in

Pasadena, California. W&J battled the

mighty California Golden Bears to the only

scoreless tie in Rose Bowl history. Playing

with just 11 men, the Presidents held

California to two first downs and set four

Rose Bowl records. 

The festive evening concluded with

President Brian C. Mitchell officiating at 

the formal enshrinement ceremony.  

“Call to the Hall” continued from page 28

select few who have received both the

CIA’s and the Intelligence Community’s

Distinguished Service Medals for technical

and managerial accomplishments. While

spending much of his time protecting our

country’s national security, Kier has also

enjoyed a rewarding family life with his

wife Diane; three adult children: Kristin,

Scott, and Matthew; and two grandchil-

dren: Sean and Thomas.

numerous occasions. 

He and his wife, Janet Hartman Shoop,

raised three children: Robert, William, a

1990 graduate of W&J; and John.

“Kier” continued from page 26 “Shoop” continued from page 26

Correction:

In the Summer 2002 issue of W&J, Major General
Patrick D. Sculley ’69 was misquoted as crediting
Chuck Green instead of the beloved Coach Chuck
Ream for giving him a chance and having confi-
dence in him. The W&J magazine staff sincerely
apologizes for this oversight and for any confusion
that it may have caused our readers.

Parents, friends, and alumni gathered in November at a pre-
game reception in San Antonio, Texas, to support the W&J
Football Team as they prepared to take on Trinity University in
the second round of the NCAA Division III playoffs—the last
game of W&J’s 2002 football season.

PRESIDENTS GATHER IN SAN ANTONIO
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SEEKS NOMINATIONS

Each year the Alumni Association honors individuals who have excelled in their professions and those who have served the College. The

Association Executive Council also nominates individuals to fill leadership positions on the Board of Trustees and as members of the Alumni

Association Executive Council.

The Alumni Association Executive Council invites and encourages the submission of the names of individuals to be considered for honors 

or nominations. A description of each category for which nominations are being sought can be found below. Please check the category for

which you are submitting a name for consideration, fill out the information requested below, and attach a statement explaining why the

individual should be considered for this award or position. Submissions may also be made at www.washjeff.edu/alumni.html.

Please return by February 3, 2003. Award recipients are honored at the Welcome Back Dinner at Homecoming. Nominations for Alumni

Trustee and members of the Alumni Association Executive Committee are considered annually at the spring meeting of the Executive Council.

W&J 2003 NOMINATION FORM

CATEGORIES FOR AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS
(Please check all that apply.)

INFORMATION ABOUT THE NOMINEE:
Name_________________________________________________________________________Class year, if alumnus/a_________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE INDIVIDUAL SUBMITTING THIS FORM:
Name_________________________________________________________________________Class year, if alumnus/a_________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ALUMNI AWARD FOR ACHIEVEMENT

Presented to an alumnus or alumna who has reached a pinnacle

in his or her chosen field and through this achievement brings

recognition to the College.

MEMBER, ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

The Executive Council guides all activities of the W&J Alumni

Association. Each year, members are elected to serve four-year terms

on the Council. The Executive Council encourages the nomination

of alumni from a broad geographic area, representing a diverse range

of class years and interests.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Presented to alumni or friends of the College who have 

distinguished themselves through service to W&J.

ALUMNI TRUSTEE

The Board of Trustees annually elects two alumni from a slate

submitted by the Alumni Association Executive Council to serve

as Alumni Trustee. Alumni Trustees serve a maximum of five

years, hold full Board status, and are expected to attend three 

regular meetings a year that are held during Homecoming, in

either February or March, and at Commencement weekend.

Please attach a statement explaining why the individual should be considered for this award or position. Return by February 3, 2003 to the Office
of Alumni Relations, Washington & Jefferson College, 60 South Lincoln Street, Washington, PA 15301. Call 724-223-6079 with your questions.
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C L A S S N O T E S

1 9 4 6

RICHARD L. MURTLAND, M.D., writes
that both of his brothers, J. Victor Murtland
’43 and Albert M. Murtland ’46, who were
also W&J graduates, are both deceased. 

GEORGE W. ROARK, M.D., and his wife,
Barbara, announce the birth of their latest
grandchild, Gillian Grace Roark, born on
April 30, 2002, to their son, Robin, and his
wife, Lyn. “She is a beautiful, alert baby. The
whole family just dotes on her,” Barbara
wrote via E-mail. The Roarks live in an active
adult community near Manassas Battlefield.
They retired in 1991 and since then have
been traveling and enjoying life.

1 9 5 0

GUST BOULIS, M.D., writes, “Pete Henry
was the first person I met on the W&J cam-
pus in October 1946.” Boulis came to W&J
as a pre-med student and to play football. 
But instead of playing football, he swam for
four years and was captain of the team from
1949 to 1950.

RONALD J. GRIFFITH and his wife,
Lillian, recently celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary at a family buffet luncheon hosted
by their son, Eric, and daughter-in-law,
Barbara, at the Mission Inn in Riverside,
California. They have another son, Brian, and
five grandchildren. Griffith retired as associate
director of administration of the MARC
Division at World Vision International 
and enjoys hobbies that include photography
and horticulture. 

PETER KIRR reports that he is retired and
trying to stay healthy and active.

1 9 5 4

JAMES W. CORBETT retired on January 1,
2002, as chief pilot for United Air Group. He
resides in Pittsburgh. 

1 9 5 5

GEORGE ANTHOU, Esq., was recently
inducted into the 2002 Pennsylvania Sports
Hall of Fame, Washington-Greene County
Chapter. While at W&J, he played football.

1 9 6 0

ANIELLO PALMIERI writes that he is presi-
dent of the Orvieto
Tribunal. He has
three daughters and
five grandchildren
and welcomes any
contact with W&J
students and alumni
living in or plan-
ning a visit to the Orvieto, Italy, area. 

1 9 6 1

JOSEPH W. KORMUTH was presented with
the Nuclear Energy Institute’s Top Industry
Practices Award for his consultation services 

provided to four nuclear power reactors in
Illinois. The award was presented at the
industry’s annual Nuclear Energy Assembly
held in Naples, Florida. Kormuth has been a
chemist in the nuclear power industry for 41
years and has worked the past 32 years for
Westinghouse Electric Company. 

1 9 6 3

E. BRUCE ROBERTS writes, “Ricki and I
recently retired to Okaloosa Island, Florida,
after 25 years with IBM and 26 years as a
National Guard pilot. We spend most of our
time deep-sea fishing, golfing, and enjoying
our two grandchildren. My daughter and her
husband are both Air Force Captains at Eglin
Air Force Base.”

TOBIN SIMON, Ph.D., co-authored
Writing the Mind Alive: The Proprioceptive
Method for Finding Your Authentic Voice which
was published this summer. “I graduated from
W&J as a member of Phi Beta Kappa and
was captain of the basketball team that won
the first PAC conference under Dave
Scarborough,” he writes. 

1 9 6 4

ARNOLD W. CUSHNER reports that when
he retired in April 2002, he and his wife 

CLASS NOTES

JOHN “JACK” MCELRAVEY
reports that he and his FIJI room-
mates, Pete Fairbaugh ’54, Mac
Reed ’54, Pete Rommel ’54, and
their wives, attended a reunion held
over a long spring weekend on
Martha’s Vineyard, where Mac and
Debby Reed reside. “We all enjoyed
wonderful, fresh seafood plus our
long-lasting friendships.”

1 9 5 4
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immediately went to France for two weeks.
His jobs have included working for the
English department at Allegheny College, 
as well as positions with the Pennsylvania
Bureau of Consumer Protection, the
Pennsylvania Medical Society, the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the
Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission.
“Professor of History Williams Mitchell, at
our 25th reunion, told me that being able to
manage various jobs was a testimony to a lib-
eral arts education. Linda and I have three
children, Hadley ’93, Quintin, and
Courtney,” writes Cushner.

1 9 6 5

A. PAUL KING has been elected to the
Board of Directors of both Northwest
Bancorp, Inc. and Northwest Savings Bank in
Warren. King is currently president of Stevens
& King Oral Surgery in Erie and a member
of the medical staffs of St. Vincent Health
Center and Hamot Medical Center in Erie.

1 9 6 6

BOSWORTH L. FARSON, JR., Esq., writes,
“I am once again a ‘mountain man’ having
moved to Asheville, North Carolina, in 2000
after retiring from 31 years in educational
administration, teaching, and coaching. I am
enjoying landscaping our property without a
blade of grass! My wife, Idelle, is a physical
therapist. Our son, Brett, is a junior in 
college, and our daughter, Carla, is an 
eighth grader.” 

1 9 6 8

WILLIAM A. POPE, Ph.D., will retire at the
end of the 2002–03 school year after 15 years
as superintendent of the Upper St. Clair
School District. He was recently selected as
Superintendent of the Year by the American
Association of School Administrators and his
district has received multiple blue ribbons
from the U.S. Department of Education. Dr.

Pope volunteers for Homeless Children and
Family Emergency Fund, the National MS
Society, and the Upper St. Clair Foundation. 

1 9 6 9

ROBERT G. WALKER, Ph.D., retired in
August as vice president of investments after
19 years with Merrill Lynch. He writes, “I
hope to resume research and publication in
the area of my first love, English literature, a
love born at W&J under the tutelage of
Professors Gargano, Keen, Laun, Skutches,
and Whiting. My second love remains travel.
I will be visiting Eastern Europe in the fall.”

1 9 7 0

JOHN R. SPENCE, Ph.D., received the
Entomological Society of Canada’s Gold
Medal on October 22, 2001, for outstanding
achievement in Canadian entomology. 

1 9 7 1

RICHARD C. MELROD announces that he
is the proud father of daughter, Ally Rose
Melrod, born December 6, 2001. 

JEFFERY J. RABINOVITZ, M.D., writes, “I
am leaving private practice to join the Kaiser
Permanente Group. Stuart Mackovitz ’91 and
I invite you all to the 25th annual Villains
Picnic. There will be a three-legged sack race.”

1 9 7 3

RONALD O. VALDISERRI, M.D., M.P.H.,
continues to serve as deputy director of the
National Center for HIV, STD, and TB
Prevention at the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia.
In May 2002, he led a CDC delegation to
Beijing, China, to meet with the director of
the China National Center for AIDS/STD
Control and in August 2002 he participated
in a “blue ribbon panel” review of Uganda’s
HIV prevention programs for adolescents.
Valdiserri’s third book on AIDS, Drawing

Answers: How the HIV/AIDS Epidemic has
Helped to Strengthen Public Health, will be
published in 2003.

1 9 7 4

DOTTIE (MARTIN) POWERS writes that
her father, L. Wesley Martin ’40, has relocated
from Erie to Mansfield, Massachusetts, where
she and her husband, David (’75) reside.
“Wes’s classmates are invited to write to him
or stop by to see him,” she writes.

LOUIS F. WAGNER, Esq., was recently
elected as the Shareholder of Buckingham,
Doolittle & Burroughs, LLP and he is co-
chair of the firm’s Intellectual Property
Practice Group. His areas of expertise include
patents, trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets,
and intellectual property. Wagner is the inven-
tor of three U.S. patents. He lives in Hudson,
Ohio, with his wife, Zoe, and their four chil-
dren, Claire, Ellen, Paul, and Catherine.

1 9 7 6

Rev. CHARLES PALMER, JR., reports that
he is the pastor of the Treasure Hills
Presbyterian Church and has been elected as
2002 moderator of Mission Presbyterian in
South Texas, which is composed of 161
churches from Austin to San Antonio to
Corpus Christi. 

1 9 7 7

SCOTT KEFFER is president and founder of
Pittsburgh-based WEALTH Transfer
Solutions, Inc. that specializes in wealth
preservation planning for affluent individuals,
families, and business owners from coast to
coast. He recently co-chaired the bi-annual
meeting of the National Association of Family
Wealth Counselors, a non-profit continuing
education organization and has served on its
executive committee since 1998. 
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1 9 7 8

D. RAYMOND FISH-
ER has been named chief
financial officer for
Westminster Canterbury
Richmond where he will
be responsible for plan-
ning, directing, and

coordinating the 
retirement community’s financial and 
business activities. 

1 9 8 1

SAMUEL D. RICCITELLI has been
appointed senior vice president, operations of
Genoptix, Inc. in San Diego, California. He
will oversee the engineering and product
development teams responsible for Genoptix’s
cell analysis instrumentation. During his
career, Riccitelli has been a named inventor
on eight patents that span a broad range of
medical and diagnostic devices.

1 9 8 3

ZEE ANN VALENTI POERIO was awarded
the Golden Apple on May 28, 2002, by
Bishop Donald W. Wuerl from the Diocese of
Pittsburgh. Poerio teaches third grade at St.
Louise de Marillac School in Pittsburgh, is
the advisor for the school newspaper for sixth
through eighth grade students, a member of
the International Who’s Who of Professional
Educators, and the Pennsylvania Association
for Gifted Education. She volunteers for the
DeMarillac Guild and has served on the
teacher panel for the Warhol Museum in
Pittsburgh. Her teaching ideas have been
selected for publication in Creative Classroom
Magazine, the William H. Sadlier, Inc., We
Believe Program, and on educational Web
sites. Her poetry was recently published 
in Celebrate! Poets Speak Out, Educators 
2002 Edition. 

JOHN J. SNYDER returned from a trip to

Chelyabinsk, Russia, where he was invited to
speak to students at South Urals’ State
University—one of Russia’s largest institutions
for science, education, and culture. Snyder’s
lecture topics included the America stock and
bond market, being an entrepreneur in
American and in Russia, and the concept of
being proactive instead of reactive. Snyder’s
article about his experiences was published in
the June 30, 2002, issue of the Observer
Reporter. Snyder is vice president and 
chief financial officer for Station Capital 

in Washington.
1 9 8 8

ALEXANDER OSTERNECK writes that he
is spending his winters in Palm Beach,
Florida, and his summers in Southampton,
New York. He has worked for the past 15
years in the Stock Market and has been run-
ning his own firm for the last four years. He
welcomes visits from friends and classmates
when in town. He writes that he is “very
proud of how W&J has prospered over the
last decade.”

1 9 9 0

BENJAMIN T. BUTTRISS has been teach-

ing middle school history for the past four
years at the Ensworth School in Nashville,
Tennessee. “My wife, Chris, and I welcomed
our first child, Halle, into the world on
January 10, 2001. I want to say ‘hello’ 
to Todd Culp ’90, Damon Zeiglar ’90, 
Dan Rosenthal ’90, Matt Proudfit ’90, 
and Paul Ogden ’90. E-mail me at 
buttrissb@ensworth.com,” he writes.

LISA CSASZAR
married Robert
Nolan on July 2,
2002, in 
a traditional
Hawaiian ceremo-
ny on a beach in
Hawaii. Lisa is a
pharmaceutical
district sales man-
ager for Bristol-Myers Squibb 
in Pittsburgh. 

STACI (VARGA) DOONEY and her hus-
band, Scott, have been married for six years
and announce the birth of their first child,
Rylee Lynn, on July 17, 2002. The family
resides in Massachusetts where Scott is a divi-
sional manager for Sanofi-Synthelabo and

Staci
is a

regional manager at South Bay Mental Health
Center.

1 9 9 3

JOHN CACCAMESE, DMD, MD and
SUZANNE (VAN NESS) CACCAMESE,
M.D. announce the birth of their son, Luca
Francis, born April 16, 2002. John is current-
ly completing his chief residency in Oral and

CINDY GUNZBURGER KATZ and
her husband, Dan, announce the birth of
their third child, Jacob Lawrence, born
February 28, 2001. “Big sister Emily (6)
and big brother Joshua (4) happily wel-
comed him home,” Katz writes.

1 9 8 7
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Maxillofacial Surgery at University of
Maryland and plans to pursue a career in aca-
demics. After completing her chief residency
in Internal Medicine at Johns Hopkins
Bayview Medical Center, Suzanne accepted 
a position as Assistant Program Director 
at Good Samaritan Hospital in Baltimore.
Photos of the baby can be seen at 
www.caccamese.com (a gift created 
by Brendan Schneider ’94 and 
Rebecca (Wright) Schneider ’93).

LESLY J. (MITUZAS) MCAFEE announces
the birth of her first son, Andrew Wallace, on
April 12, 2002. She says that all are happy
and healthy. She reports that her fifth
anniversary with Champion International
Moving, Ltd. in Southpointe is coming 
up and that she still loves every minute 
of her job. 

1 9 9 4

KIM M. BECK-
ETT writes,
“When disaster
was happening
elsewhere, our
third child,
Danielle, decided
to make her
debut. She was
born 14 weeks early, on September 11, 2001.
Her big brother, Pierce, and big sister, Paige,
welcomed her.” 

Lt. SEAN P. O’BRIEN, M.D., announces his
marriage to Lynn Carol Curry on July 27,
2002. Serving duties of best man was Henry
John “Gus” Colyar ’94. Other Phi Kappa Psi
brothers in attendance included Brian Osborn
’91, Brian Trybend ’92, Kacey Wiedt ’92,
Sean Purtell ’92, and Jonathan Cohen ’94.
Also attending the celebration were Heather
Zinzella Cox, M.D. ’94, and Kelley Smith,
D.O. ’95, as well as the Honorable
Punxsutawney Phil himself. O’Brien is a naval
flight surgeon at China Lake Naval Air
Weapons Station. The newlyweds reside in
Ridgecrest, California. 

HEMANT PATHAK writes, “I have joined
the legal department at Microsoft as corporate 
attorney. I will be working in Washington,
D.C., in their
offices on
Wisconsin
Avenue.” 

REBECCA GALL
PIOREK and her
husband, Brian,
welcomed their
first child, Meghan Elizabeth, on April 23,
2002, at Cheshire Medical Center in Keene,
New Hampshire. 

1 9 9 6

SHAWN ZETO was married to Lori Meade
in Newfoundland, Canada, on June 8, 2002.
Both are working at the Hershey Medical
Center. Zeto is a third year internal medicine
resident and Lori is an orthoptist.

1 9 9 7

DANIELLE A. CLARKSON writes, “My
husband and I are living in Dallas, Texas. I
am practicing in the litigation section of
Fullbright & Jaworski. Robert is also doing

trial work with McLeash & Wheeler Law
Firm. We invite all who might be in the
neighborhood to cocktails.”

LOUIS D. KITSKO writes that he is working
as a physician assistant in cardiovascular sur-
gery. He is currently living in Johnstown and 
golfing and traveling as much as possible. 

JASON LUCKASEVIC and KELLY
GABLICK ’00, were married on June 15, 
2001, in the Duquesne University Chapel.
Shawna Guenther ’00, was maid of honor and
Todd Luckasevic ’96, was the best man. 

JULIE (WELCH) POOLE writes, “I am very
happy to announce that Dwayne and I were
married June 1, 2002, in Pittsburgh. In atten-
dance were Nichole Bryant ’97, Haslyn
Hunte ’98, Anne Simmermon ’00, Mark
Brazley ’96, Kim Miska ’95, Robert Hayes
’96, Windell Kinley ’97, Jonathan Pachucki
’98, Taj Lewis ’96, Dave Spires ’98, Ryan
Brown ’98, James Freeman ’95, and Shawn
McGee ’94.”

JAESON L. TAYLOR has joined the
Cleveland-based law firm of Kelley & Ferraro,
LLP as an associate in the firm’s probate prac-
tice. Previously he worked as an associate in
the tax and legal services department of
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Cleveland, Ohio,
focusing on income tax and estate planning. 

MARIA (STACY) RINGER announces her
marriage to David Ringer in June 2002 at an
outdoor garden ceremony at The Hyeholde in
Coraopolis. Robin (Chory) Valenti ’97 was 
the maid of honor and Trisha (Pechar)
Rossmont ’97 and Paul Rossmont ’99 attended
the wedding. Ringer announces the birth of
their daughter, Robin Alexis, on August 16,
2002, at Allegheny General Hospital in
Pittsburgh. “I am happy to report that the Ringer clan is doing great. Daddy is engineer-
ing manager at Laurel Networks, Inc. and I am working on my M.B.A. and loving being a
new mother!” 

1 9 9 6
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SEAN P. DUFF graduated from the
University of Pittsburgh School of Law in
2001. He passed the Pennsylvania bar exam
and is now practicing law in the Erie office of
Patberg, Carmody, Ging & Filippi.

JOSHUA STACHER writes that his M.A.
thesis was awarded the Frank G. Wisner Prize
at the American University of Cairo for the
period of fall 2000 to fall 2001. The Wisner
recognizes best-written work on contempo-
rary Egypt. His thesis was selected from eight
nominated works and it is the first time in 
ten years that a political science work won 
the award. 

1 9 9 9

JUSTIN C. BEABES was married to Andrea
Wilkins on July 21, 2001, in Somerset. After
a honeymoon in Hawaii, the couple returned
to Cleveland, Ohio, where Justin is in his
fourth year of podiatry school at the Ohio
College of Podiatric Medicine and Andrea is
working as a registered respiratory therapist at
University Hospitals Health System in
Bedford, Ohio. 

2 0 0 0

MICHELLE L. (NOVAK) COUTURE mar-
ried Christopher L. Couture on May 25,
2002, at the First Baptist Church in
Washington. The couple resides in the
Washington area. 

JARED E. SMITH and Jill A. Jeffcoat were

married July 27, 2002. W&J alumni James
Bissell ’00 and Marcus Persichetti ’00 were
two of the four groomsmen. Many other
W&J alumni also attended.

TRACI LEIGH WILSON is currently a 
third-year student at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Dental Medicine. In
May 2002, she began treating patients as part
of her clinical rotation. 

2 0 0 1

CRAIG GRABO is in his second year of law
school at California Western School of Law in
San Diego, California.

JANEL F. FOSTER, D.O.

1 9 9 8

ANDREW C. MILLER, D.O.

Capt. Vinson writes that she has moved
to San Antonio, Texas, to begin her
emergency medicine residency at the
U.S. Air Force Wilford Hall Medical
Center. She has recently become
engaged to Patrick J. McHugh, D.O.

Capt. KERI JO A. VINSON, D.O.

Three ’98 alums graduated from
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine on June 2, 2002.
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STEWART COWL ’25, May 26, 2002. 
Mr. Cowl was a farmer and a member of
Nessley Chapel. 

WILLARD R. GRUBBS ’28, September 1,
2002. Mr. Grubbs was an educator for 45
years. He worked as a teacher for DuBois
High School, an associate professor of English
for Penn State University, DuBois campus,
and retired from the Allentown campus, after
serving as its director.

NELSON E. WAY ’34, July 24, 2002. Mr.
Way retired from his position as a district
service manager with Mercedes Benz of North
America in 1969. For many years, he and his
wife were co-owners of Ye Olde Landmark
Antiques in Burkittsville, Maryland, where he
was considered an authority on antiques and
clocks in the mid-Maryland region. He 
co-authored a book entitled Antiques Don’t
Lie in 1975. Mr. Way was an avid hunter 
and fisherman. 

JOHN LICHVAR ’38, March 28, 2002. Mr.
Lichvar served with the U.S. Army in World
War II in the Pacific Theater. He was a retired
health and physical education teacher at
Berlin High School where he coached foot-
ball, basketball, baseball, and served as the
school’s athletic director. 

JAMES VEECH OXTOBY  ’39, Mr. Oxtoby
was a direct descendant of Judge James
Veech—-one of those instrumental in the
merging of Washington College and 
Jefferson College.

HARRY “DICK” ROWAND ’40, August 8,
2002. Mr. Rowand was a research engineer
for Alcoa. He served in the U.S. Army in the
Pacific Theater during World War II. 

NORMAN E. BUREAU ’42, April 14, 2002.
Mr. Bureau was a veteran of the U.S. Army,
serving during World War II in the South
Pacific. Prior to retirement, he was employed
as vice president of Southwest Bank in
Greensburg. He was an active member of
many local civic organizations, a past United
Way treasurer, and served on various church
committees. He also served as treasurer of the
Greensburg Rotary Club, where he achieved
the distinctions of the Paul Harris Fellow
Award and Rotarian of the Year.   

CHARLES L. MELOY ’42, April 13, 2002.
Mr. Meloy was employed by Bethlehem Steel
Corporation for 26 years in research and
development and in process engineering.
During this time, he initiated and wrote the
premier Basic Oxygen Furnace computer
model, which served as the industry standard
for steel making for decades. Mr. Meloy was
active in his church and many civic and chari-
table organizations.

HOWARD E. MARKLE, SR., V.M.D. ’43,
April 27, 2002. Dr. Markle served in the U.S.
Army and was a member of both the
Southwestern Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania
Veterinary Associations. He was past president
and member of the West Newton Lions Club,
a member of the Blyth Lodge 593 F&AM, a
charter member of the former West Newton
Auxiliary Police Department, and a member
of the Elks of Donora. He received the 
honor of Farmer of the Year from Smithton
Lions Club. 

P. RICHARD BECK ’44, June 30, 2002.

WILBUR A. STRAUSER ’45, April 14,
2002. After graduating from W&J, he entered
the U.S. Army where he was assigned as a
nuclear physicist with the Manhattan Project.
Later he served in the National Laboratory
and the U.S. Department of Energy. Because
of his love for history, he became a consultant
for History Associates Inc. Upon retirement,
he resided in the Borough of California.

Rev. HOWARD S. RODEBAUGH ’46, May
12, 2002. Rev. Rodebaugh was a pastor for 63
years, serving in Westmoreland, Greene,
Allegheny, and Washington counties and
Zanesville, Ohio. He taught school for 20
years in Rostraver and Belle Vernon Area
School Districts.

FRANK A. JORDANO ’49, June 21, 2002.
Mr. Jordano was an executive for RCA New
Products Division for 40 years. He was select-
ed as a Lifetime Certified Professional
Contracts Manager and received a fellow
award from the National Contract
Management Association. Mr. Jordano was
also an Army veteran of World War II and a
former prisoner of war. 

VINCENT PETER KOWNACKI, M.D.
’49, Dr. Kownacki served in the U.S. Army
during World War II. He practiced as a gener-
al surgeon many years before becoming head
of emergency at Episcopal Hospital
(1985–1990) in Philadelphia and then at St.
Francis Hospital (1990–1998).

NICHOLAS CHABALKA ’50, April 16,
2002. Mr. Chabalka served as a member of
the U.S. Army Air Corps and was a World
War II veteran. He was a general agent for
Paul Revere, Chubb, and United Life
Insurance Companies. He also worked as a
job developer with the Private Industry
Council for several years and was a member
of the Monessen American Legion and Belle
Vernon VFW. 

ALAN B. WISSINGER ’52, August 4, 2002.
A retired optical systems engineer, Mr.
Wissinger helped to develop components of
the Hubble Telescope during his career of
many years with Perkin-Elmer in Danbury,
Connecticut. He held several patents for his
work and was a published scientific author
earning many awards from his peers for 
his papers.

JOHN C. MCEWAN ’58, August 14, 2001.



HOWARD F. STOCK, M.D. ’58, August 1,
2002. Dr. Stock was president of the
Westchester Psychiatric Association, president
of the Westchester Medical Society, and a fel-
low of the American Psychiatric Association.
He was chair of the department of psychiatry
of White Plains Hospital for eight years until
his retirement in 1998. Dr. Stock also served
as a psychiatrist in the Army during the
Vietnam War. 

ROBERT KIRSCHNER ’62, September 15,
2002. Dr. Kirschner was a forensic patholo-
gist whose work helped convict officials from
the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda of geno-
cide cases headed by the United National
International Criminal Tribunals. He also
contributed to murder convictions for mem-
bers of the military junta that ruled Argentina
from 1976 to 1983, when about 12,000 peo-
ple disappeared. In the early 70s, he was
involved with criminal pathology, investigat-
ing causes of death. 

In 1979 his interests turned towards human
rights investigations around the world after
working with a renowned forensic anthropol-
ogist to identify the remains of the 273 peo-
ple killed in the crash of American Airlines
191. He worked on countless investigations
including taking part in 36 international mis-
sions from 1985–2000 to investigate suspect-
ed killings and human rights violations in
many countries on behalf of organizations
including Physicians for Human Rights, the
Organization of America States, the United
Nations and its international tribunals, and
the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

JAMES ALLEN SHAPERO, M.D. ’65, July
19, 2002. After graduating from W&J and
Ohio State University School of Medicine,
Dr. Shapero served in the military and was
stationed in Okinawa, Japan. He enjoyed
many hobbies, such as listening to classical
music, studying the world’s finest wines, fish-
ing, studying history, and playing the guitar.

A resident of Columbia, Missouri, he con-
tributed generously to Missouri University
Concert Series, the Chancellor’s Scholarship
Fund for Music Students, KBIA radio,
Congregation Beth Shalam, and other Jewish
and Israeli organizations. 

WILLIAM EUGENE DAVIS ’78, August
23, 2002.

HEATHER E. BROWN ’92, March 
26, 2002

RICHARD R. MARTIN, April 27, 2002.
Dr. Martin was a former psychology professor
of Washington & Jefferson College and
Temple University and practiced clinical psy-
chology at Mayview State Hospital. He was a
resident of Boca Raton, Florida.

DAVID NEWHALL, August 25, 2002. Dr. 
Newhall was a former professor and chair of 

W&J’s department of philosophy. He also
coached the golf and tennis teams. He was
reportedly one of the country’s leading schol-
ars of Mahatma Gandhi. Dr. Newhall retired
from a 40-year tenure at Portland State
University but remained active in several
organizations including the Center for Non-
Violence Studies, established in his name by
the Portland State University Foundation.

GERTRUDE R. WRIGHT, April 25, 2002.
Wright worked for the College’s food service
department for 20 years until her retirement.

VANCE A YORTY, April 7, 2002. Mr. Yorty
retired from W&J in 1979 after 20 years of
service to the College. He resided in
Massillon, Ohio.
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SEND US YOUR CLASS NOTE!
To have your news appear in an upcoming issue of W&J, please send the form below to:
W&J Office of Alumni Relations, Washington & Jefferson College
60 South Lincoln Street, Washington, PA 15301
E-mail to:  alumni@washjeff.edu        Fax to:  724-223-6081 

Please follow these guidelines to submit a photograph.
Send one of the following (in preferred order):
- Print (color preferred, but black-and-white is acceptable)
- 35mm color slide
- Electronic file

If sending a photograph via E-mail, please scan the image at its actual size with a resolution of at
least 300 dpi and save it as a “TIF” or “JPG” file. Include your name, address, and telephone 
number on the edge of the slide or back of the print if you would like to have it returned. 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Class Year:_______________Telephone:_______________E-mail:________________________

Address:     Check if new address ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________    

Class Note:____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

If you have a question, please call us at 724-223-6079 or E-mail alumni@washjeff.edu.



“Have you a Gymnasium?”

THROUGH THE YEARS

In 1894, the idea of a physical education department was new to colleges and 
universities. Throughout the latter half of the nineteenth century, people 
became more aware of the value of exercise and nutrition, and athletics    
became a more popular activity. Greater leisure time for a growing middle    
class created more opportunities to pursue indoor and outdoor exercise. W&J 
participated in this trend by providing a space and equipment for students to 
pursue vigorous physical activity.  
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First year: dumbbells Second year: Indian club swinging
Third year: bar bells Fourth year: broadsword fencing

Also in 1894, the new Department of Physical Education described its
resources in its First Annual Report. The document features the College’s
new facilities—its gym and its football stadium—and describes the 
program that all students were expected to follow during their four-year 
academic careers:

Special thanks to the U. Grant
Miller Library staff for providing
research and archival materials
for Through the Years.

1937 Basketball Game 

The Freshman Class of 1907—winners of the GymnasiumClass Drill on March 18, 1904. Never in the history of theCollege had a freshman class won the annual Drill. It wascause for much rivalry between the classes and of course,much celebration for the Class of 1907. 

At the end of the nineteenth century, W&J faced
some of the same challenges that it faces today. The
Department of Physical Education’s Annual Report
begins with this comment to the Board of Trustees:

“The value of physical education, as an adjunct to men-
tal and moral, has been demonstrated in a few colleges
within the past decade. The fact has been so agitated in
college circles that one of the first questions asked by
the candidate for college is: ‘Have you a gymnasium?’”

The comment illustrates the value of the Old Gym in
1894. And today, the value of such facilities is ever-
prevalent as prospective students continue to ask a 
similar question, “Can I see the gym?”



Give today and ensure day-to-day excellence of the

College at every level: Scholarships, Student Services,

Faculty, Technology, and Facilities. Help to enrich the

everyday learning experience while preserving the values

and traditions that have made Washington & Jefferson

College great.

Give to the W&J Fund

W&J is more student-focused today than ever. Every

dollar of your gift to the W&J Fund goes directly to

support the day-to-day excellence that W&J students

expect and deserve. Get involved and enhance the

College experience for today’s students.

Get Involved with Today’s Students

Your gift to the W&J Fund at any level will help to 

TRANSFORM. . . EMPOWER. . . ENSURE EXCELLENCE

for today’s students.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
1-866-WNJ-FUND or, make your gift 
on-line at www.washjeff.edu/giving.html
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Change Service Requested

2002–2003 
W&J ARTS SERIES

February 10 
Habib Koité & Bamada

February 22 
The Princely Players

April 5 
Chris Potter Jazz Group

Arts Series performances begin at 7:30 p.m. 

For more information, call the Box
Office at 724-223-OLIN (6546).

Parents:
If this issue of W&J is addressed to
your daughter or son who has estab-
lished a separate permanent 
residence, please notify us of that
new address. Call 724-223-6079 or
E-mail alumni@washjeff.edu.

Brooks Park, located on Walnut and Penn, is under renovation and will be ready for exclu-
sive use by W&J’s Women’s Softball Team at the start of the spring 2003 season. Team
members and fans can look forward to new seating, grass surface, and press box. The field
is the former home field for W&J’s Men’s Baseball Team. 

Washington & Jefferson College
Washington, Pennsylvania 15301-4801

New Home for Women’s Softball

ée

2002–2003 
VILAR DISTINGUISHED

ARTIST SERIES

January 18 
Katia & Marielle LaBeque, duo pianos

February 25 
Angelika Kirchschlager 
(mezzo-soprano) & Simon 
Keenlyside (baritone)

March 25
St. Petersburg Classic Ballet

May 4 (Special 3 p.m. matinee)
Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra, Lorin
Maazel (conductor), 
Gil Shaham (solo violin),
Ha Na Chang (cello)

Vilar Series performances begin at 8 p.m., unless
otherwise noted. 


