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contemplated. Wheat growers and mining companies in the Flinders Ranges area 
pleaded with the Government for a railway to serve them. In 1876, an Act was 
passed for a railway of 200 miles from Port Augusta to Government Gums to be 
built. 
"The Ghan". On 19 January 1878, the first sod was turned by the Governor of 

The first section of the line was opened in 
On 2 July 1881 the line was completed 

to Beltana and a special train load of guests arrived from Adelaide, via 
Peterborough and Orroroo. The wife of the Postmaster at Beltana, Mrs Blood, 
declared the second section of the line open as she smashed a bottle of champagne 
on the fender of the engine. The last section of Stage one was completed on 
17 May 1882, when the line reached Government Gums (Farina). 

town on 6 January 1884 in a raging dust storm and temperature of 120º 
Fahrenheit. The line reached Oodnadatta on 7 January 1891. There was no 
further work until 21 January 1927 when work resumed, taking the line to Alice 
Springs by 2 August 1929. The original plans were for the railway to pass 
through the Beltana township, going to Sliding Rock copper mine. By the time 
the railway came, Sliding Rock mine had closed and the line was re-directed. The 
railway provided employment for the townspeople, mainly fettlers. During the 
1940s, 64 trains passed through Beltana each week. In addition to normal 
services, extra trains were for coal travelling south and troop trains and supplies 

In 1956 a new standard gauge line to Marree 
servicing the Leigh Creek coal field replaced the narrow gauge line through 

Alice Springs was built. 
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travelled to Beltana to take 
part in a Schools Exhibition 

Heritage South Australia
and the Beltana Memorial Committee 

Supported by the Commonwealth 
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On 17 September 1863, the Northern Territory became part of South Australia 
and a Transcontinental Railway between Adelaide and Port Darwin was 

This was to be the first stage of the Great Northern Railway, later called 

South Australia, Sir William Jervois.  
June 1880 from Pt Augusta to Hawker.  

The line continued on to Hergott Springs (Marree) with the train steaming into the 

for the war-threatened Darwin.  

Beltana, and in 1979 a new standard gauge line from Adelaide via Tarcoola to 
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The Beltana Sport & Social Progress Association 


