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Rainfall Statistics

• South Texas is experiencing a 1 in 50 
year drought.

• 5th driest winter on record at Corpus 
Christi in 119 years with 0.67”

• Only 1918, 1952, 1971, and 1996 were 
drier.



Winter Statistics

• Corpus Christi: 5th driest winter with 0.67”
(1887)

• Victoria: 4th driest winter with 2.60” (1953)
• Alice: 3rd driest winter with 0.70” (1948)
• Beeville: 2nd driest winter 0.99” (1894)
• Mathis: driest winter with 0.49” (1964)
• Laredo 2nd driest winter 0.31” (1946)



Temp Last 365 Days

Cold Fronts

Above 
Normal 

Temperatures



Precip Last 365 Days

Actual 
Rain 
11.9”

Normal



Temp Last 365 Days

Cold Fronts

Above 
Normal 

Temperatures



Precip Last 365 Days

Actual 
Rain 
20.1”

Normal



Rain Last 6 Months

<5<5”” <10<10””

<2.5<2.5””



Departure from Normal

1010--1515”” below normalbelow normal



Soil Moisture Anomaly



Last 90 Day Rainfall

Accumulated Rainfall Percent of Normal

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/realtime/clim/90day/20060314_90day.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/realtime/clim/90day/20060314_90day.gif


Average Temp Anomaly



U.S. Drought Monitor



Drought Outlook

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.gif


La Nina Conditions



Sea Surface Temp Loop



E Pacific SST Anomaly



E Pacific SST Forecast



Feb-Mar Weather Pattern



March Storm Tracks



10 Day Temp Outlook



10 Day Rainfall Outlook



14 Day Temp Outlook



14 Day Rainfall Outlook



Wed Mar 15, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Thu Mar 16, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Fri Mar 17, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Sat Mar 18, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Sun Mar 19, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Mon Mar 20, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Tue Mar 21, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Wed Mar 22, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Thu Mar 23, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Fri Mar 24, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



GFS Rainfall Forecast



Sat Mar 25, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Sun Mar 26, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Mon Mar 27, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Tue Mar 28, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



Wed Mar 29, 2006 

GFS Forecast Model



GFS Rainfall Forecast



90 Day Temp Outlook

April – May - June



90 Day Rainfall Outlook

April – May - June



Summer Temp Outlook



Summer Rainfall Outlook



Mean Monthly Rainfall
Corpus Christi, TX
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2005 Hurricane Season

T.S. Cindy 07-15*

H. Dennis 07-09 

H. Dennis 07-10 

H. Emily 07-20 

H. Katrina 08-25 

H. Ophelia 09-15 

H. Katrina 08-29

H. Rita 09-20 

H. Rita 09-24

T.S. Tammy 10-05
T.S. Arlene 06-11 

H. Wilma 10-24

2005 Hurricane Season

Feeling Lucky?



Texas Hurricane HistoryTexas Hurricane History

Total of 55 Hurricanes dating back to 1851
One every 3 years 

All Hurricanes



Texas Hurricane HistoryTexas Hurricane History
Major Hurricanes

Total of 18 Hurricanes dating back to 1851
One every 8-9 years 

Ri
ta

Ri
ta



Texas Hurricane HistoryTexas Hurricane History
Major Hurricanes

4 Major Hurricanes in last 30 years
One every 7.5 years 

Ri
ta

Ri
ta



2006 Hurricane Forecast

Named Storms

Hurricanes

Major Hurricanes

Net Activity
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195%



Analog Years for 2006Analog Years for 2006

1961 - Carla
1967 - Beulah
1996 - none
1999 - Bret

2003 – Claudette
2006 ?2006 ?



Last Five Texas Hurricanes. . .Last Five Texas Hurricanes. . .

Storm       Year     Speed    Est. Rain   ActualStorm       Year     Speed    Est. Rain   Actual

Alicia        1983     10mph      10Alicia        1983     10mph      10”” 88--1111””

Allison      1989      5mph      20Allison      1989      5mph      20”” 1717--2222””

Chantal    1989     12mph        8Chantal    1989     12mph        8”” 88--1010””

Bret          1999      7mph       14Bret          1999      7mph       14”” 1414--1616””

Claudette 2003     12mph        8Claudette 2003     12mph        8”” 88--1010””

Rule of thumb…

Max rainfall = 100 divided by speed of the storm



1921 Hurricane1921 Hurricane

• WORLD RECORD 
RAINFALL

• 36.40 inches in 18 
hours.

• 200 fatalities



Hurricane Alice 1954Hurricane Alice 1954

• 35“ of rain in 24 hours
• Record Flood 
• 1.1 Million CFS down the 

Rio Grande at Del Rio.
• Record Flooding in 

Laredo - 61.35 ft
• Falcon Dam rose 27 ft



Hurricane Beulah Hurricane Beulah -- 19671967

• 25-30” Rainfall
• Record Flooding in Live 

Oak County
• Nueces River Crested  

Three Rivers 49.21 ft 
Calallen 16 ft.

• Cat 4 at landfall
• $200 Million Damage
• 10 Killed



Tropical Storm Amelia Tropical Storm Amelia 
-- 19781978

• Massive Flooding 
along Guadalupe and 
Brazos Rivers

• 33 fatalities
• 48” report near 

Medina in 3 days.
• U.S. Rainfall Record



Tropical Storm Tropical Storm 
Claudette Claudette -- 19791979



Tropical Storm Charlie Tropical Storm Charlie 
-- 19981998

• 18” of rain in 4 hours
• Rio Grande Crested 

35 ft in Laredo



Tropical Storm Allison Tropical Storm Allison 
-- 20012001



T.S. AllisonT.S. Allison



Tropical Storm Allison Path Tropical Storm Allison Path 
in Texasin Texas



Tropical Storm Allison 

June 2001



Tropical Storm Allison 

June 2001

Freeway Entrance ramp into downtown from the North



Do you think it can 
happen again?



The End

John Metz
Warning Coordination Meteorologist
NWS Corpus Christi, TX

John.metz@noaa.gov
361-299-1354
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