
THE TARTAN TIMELINE

1200 - 700BC? 3rd Century

c1500's 1639 1660 1689 1692 1695

Takla Makan 
China

THE 
"FALKIRK" 
TARTAN

Lennox Tartan
Ulster              
Tartan

Scottish 
Forces wear 
red & yellow 

Highland 
Regiments 

formed

Battle of 
Killiecrankie

James Philp 
notes clans w/ 
garment colors

Glencoe 
Massacre

1707 1715 1724 1725? 1739 1746 1747 1757 1778 1782

Laird of Grant 
orders Uniform 

Colors              
Red  & Green

Act of the 
Union

 1st Jacobite 
Rebellion

Wilsons of 
Bannockburn 

est.

"Highland 
Companies" 

"Box" pleat Kilt

Black Watch 
(42nd) 

Regiment est.

Battle of 
Culloden

Disarming Act 
& Tartans 
Banned

Highland 
Regiments to 

North America

Highland 
Society of 

London est.

Proscription 
repealed

early 1800s 1814 1819 1820 1822 1822 1831 1842 1847 1850 1852

National Tartans - 
Caledonian & 

Hunting Stewart

"Waverley" by 
Walter Scott

Wilson's First 
Pattern Book 
100 Tartans

"Book of Certified 
Tartans" by HSL

"Sketches of 
the 

Highlanders" 
Stuart of Garth

 George IV 
visit to 

Edinburgh

"Scottish Gael" 
by James 

Logan

"Vestiarium 
Scoticum " by 

Sobieskie 
Stuarts

"The Clans of 
the Scottish 

Highlands"     J 
Logan

"The Clan & 
Family Tartans 
of Scotland" W 

& A Smith 

Victoria 
purchases 

Balmoral for 
Albert

1856 1857 1872 1886 1893 1897 1902 1907 1929 1940 1941

Aniline Dyes 
introduced 

"Modern colors"

Indian Mutiny 
Lucknow  

Peter MacArthur 
& Co Ltd est.

"Tartans of the 
Clans of 

Scotland"  James 
Grant

 ''Old & Rare 
Scottish 

Tartans" -        
D W Stewart

Lochcarron 
Mills est.

Kilt Society est. 
in Inverness

"Clans, Septs & 
Regiments 

..Highlands"    F 
Adam

West Coast 
Woolen Mills 
Canada est.

Cameron 
Highlanders 

"kilts in WWII 
action"

Kirkin' of the 
Tartans 

Washington DC

1950 1955 1957 1963 1964 1965 1974 1975 1981 1982 1982

"The Setts of the 
Scottish Tartans" 

DC Stewart

Nova Scotia 
Tartan 

15C Ulster Red 
Tartan 

discovered

Scottish Tartan 
Society "Register of 

All Publicly Known 
Tartans"

Maine State 
tartan 

Grandfather 
Mtn Highland 

Games 

Council of 
Scottish Clans 

Association
American tartan 

Carolinas 
tartan 

Georgia State 
tartan 

IATS / TECA 
est.

1988 1990 1991 1991 1992 1996 1998 1998 1999 2000 onwards?

Tartan Museum 
in NC opens

"Tartan The 

Highland Textile" J 
D Scarlett

April 6th Tartan 
Day CANADA

"Tartan - The 

Highland Habit"         
H Cheape

"District 
Tartans" G 
Teall &  PD 

Smith Jr 

Scottish 
Tartans 

Authority est.

Tartan Day 
USA           April 

6th

"Tartan for Me!"                   
P D Smith Jr

Tartans A-Z    
3 vols WH 

Johnston & PD 
Smith

Martin Martin "guess the  place 
of residence by a man's Plad "

over 100 tartans

registered annually 
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