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Course Description

This course will explore the nature of social change leading to what is today called “globalization.”  This means that we will look carefully at how the institutions of various societies change in the abstract, and how economic activity brings about political and cultural transformations.  The course will then focus on the nature of capitalist economies and the transformations that they have wrought since the beginnings of the industrial revolution in the mid-18th century. We will be especially concerned with the more recent development of consumerism and the cultural attitudes that it engenders.  With that context set, we will also explore how the “new wars” that have developed in the post-Cold War world are evolving, including what many call “terrorism,” the United States’ response including the war in Iraq, and what the consequences may be for globalization in political, economic, and cultural terms.  There will be several guest lecturers in the course, and the evening lecture on 24 September of former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and President of Ireland, is required.

International students from Elizabeth Smolcic’s Advanced English course will also be participating in the course which will enrich the course discussions and overall learning experience for everyone.  Depending upon the number of students and their origins, we will develop an on-line discussion group that will act as a means of identifying and discussing "burning issues" that students identify in the course readings and/or as a result of in-class discussion. The class will be divided into small groups of 3, 4 or 5. On a rotating weekly schedule one group will identify and post a question or comment (requiring some out of class interaction), and some of the other groups will then be required to post responses/thoughts to the original posting and some groups read-only.  
Evaluations

Students will be evaluated on the basis of contributions in class, a midterm and a final essay, and a class presentation chosen in consultation with the instructor.  Class presentations will be done by groups of three, with at least one non-American student in each group.

Readings

In addition to the required texts, and recommended texts, for the course listed below, we will also use handouts provided by the instructor.  The principal texts are in general meant to provide background to lectures and class discussions.  Readings should be completed by the date below which they are listed so that students can contribute to class discussions.  All students will be signed up for the Global Beat, an email news service of the Center for War, Peace and the News Media of New York University.  Articles highlighted by the service that are relevant to the course conversation, as well as daily newspaper articles, and television news presentations, e.g., the Sunday talk shows with policy makers, should all be attended to.

Required Texts:
· Ehrenreich, Barbara, Nickel and Dimed(Henry Holt & Co., New York, 2002).

· Kaldor, Mary, New & Old Wars(Basil Blackwell, Inc., Cambridge, MA, 1999).
· Korten, David C., When Corporations Rule the World(Kumarian Press, Inc., Bloomfield, CT, 2001).
· Monbiot, George, The Age of Consent(Harper Collins, London, 2003).
· Rees, Martin, Our Final Century(Random House, London, 2003).
Recommended Texts:

· Barber, Benjamin, Jihad vs. McWorld(Random House, Inc., New York, 1996).

· Ehrenreich, Barbara and Hochschild, Arlie, editors, Global Woman(Granta Books, London, 2002).

· Greider, William, One World, Ready or Not(Touchstone, New York, 1997). 

· Rogers, Paul, Losing Control: Global Security in the Twenty-First Century(Pluto

Press, London, 2000).

· Sontag, Susan, Regarding the Pain of Others(Penguin Books Ltd., London, 2003).

· Stiglitz, Joseph, Globalization and Its Discontents(Penguin Press, London, 2002). 

Topics and Reading Schedule:

Monday, 25 August

Introduction to the Course

Wednesday, 27 August

History of Globalization - I

Reading: Ehrenreich, p.1-49

Monday, 1 September

History of Globalization - II

Reading: Ehrenreich, p.51-119

Wednesday, 3 September

The Role of the State in Globalization

Reading: Ehrenreich, p.121-221; Korten, p.27-56;

Monday, 8 September

Capitalism, Culture, and Consciousness

Reading: Ehrenreich – A Reader’s Guide(end of book)

Wednesday, 10 September 

Individuals, Communities, and Social Change 

Reading: Korten, p.59-106;
Monday, 15 September

Advertising and Globalization

Reading: Korten, p.107-174;
Wednesday, 17 September

Politics and the Mass Media in the New Era of Globalization

Reading: Korten, p.177-229; 

Monday, 22 September

International Finance

Reading: Monbiot, p.1-49;
*Possible guest discussion with Ronald McMahan, founder and former CEO of Resource Data International 

Wednesday, 24 September

Labor and Capital 

Reading: Monbiot, p.51-137;

Evening Lecture: “Human Rights” – Mary Robinson

Monday, 29 September

The Anti-Globalization Movement I

Reading: Monbiot, p.139-180;

*Possible guest discussion with Eric Markusen, Research Director, Danish Centre for Holocaust & Genocide Studies 

Wednesday, 1 October

The Anti-Globalization Movement II 

Reading: Monbiot, p.181-248;
Monday, 6 October

The Anti-Globalization Movement III

Reading: Korten, p.234-284;

Wednesday, 8 October

Civil Society or Corporate Rule

Reading: Korten, p.287-242;

Monday, 13 October – No class – Midterm Break

Wednesday, 15 October

Midterm Essays Due

Film: TBA

Monday, 20 October

Globalization and Conflict 

Reading: Kaldor, p.1-30;


    Rees, p.1-40;

Wednesday, 22 October

Inequality in the Global Context

Reading: Kaldor, p.31-68; Rees, p.41-71;

Monday, 27 October

The Assault on the Environment

Reading: Rees, p.73-113;

Wednesday, 29 October

Risks Humanity Faces

Reading: Rees, p.115-140;

Monday, 3 November

The Problem of Oil

Reading: Rees, p.141-156;

Monday, 10 November

European – US Relations

Discussion with Ferenc Miszlivetz, Director of the Institute for Social and European Studies, Hungary

Reading: Kaldor, p.69-89;

Wednesday, 12 November

The War on Terror

Reading: Kaldor, p.90-111;

Monday, 17 November

Strategies for the Future: What Kind of Politics & Economy?

Reading: Korten, p.287-342;

    Rees, p. 158-187;
Wednesday, 19 November

Strategies for the Future: International Law 

Reading: Kaldor, p.112-137; 

Monday, 24 November

Strategies for the Future: New International Security Structures 

Reading: Kaldor, p.138-152; Monbiot, p.249-261;

Wednesday, 26 November – No class – Thanksgiving Holiday

Monday, 1 December

Class Presentations

Wednesday, 3 December 

Class Presentations

Monday, 8 December

Class Presentations

Wednesday, 10 December: Final Essay Due


