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Introduction
This year we worked on the Citizen-e pro-
ject “The Origins of Democratic Europe”. 
The schools involved in this project are Li-
ceo da Vigo from Rapallo in Italy and Sint-
Bavohumaniora from Ghent in Belgium. 
Together we’ll try to trace the origins of con-
temporary European democracy in literary 
texts from classical Greece unwards, over 
the Latin Renaissance, to the nineteenth cen-
tury French and English literature. 
Sint-Bavohumaniora from Ghent (Belgium) 
would concentrate their study on the anci-
ent Greek sources on democracy, while Li-
ceo da Vigo from Rapallo (Italy) would do 
the same on French and English sources

from the Renaissance to the eighteenth cen-
tury onwards. The texts we agreed to study:

Greek texts:
epic
Homer Ilias II 188-207
Homer Ilias II 208-277
Hesiodos Work and Days 202-245
lyric
Solon Plut. Sol. 18
Solon Eunomie
historiographic
Herodotus Historiae III 80-82
Xenophon Hiëro 
Thucydides Peloponnesian War II 37-38

philosophic
Plato Gorgias 483C-484A
Plato Protagoras 320C-323A
Aristoteles The institute of the state II 2-3
Aristoteles The institute of the state XVI 2-5
Aristoteles The institute of the state XXII
tragedy
Sophocles, Antigone 734-739
English texts: 
Magna Charta (1215)
Thomas More: Utopia
Locke: Declaration of Rights (England, 1689)
Jonathan Swift: Gulliver’s Travels
French texts: 
Montaigne: Les Essais
Montesquieu: Les Lettres Persanes 
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The Mycenaean Period  
(1500 - 1200/1100 BC)
MONARCHY. Monarchic states with 
central palace cities: Mycene, Pylos, 
Sparta, ...
 
Dark Ages 
(1200/1100 - 800 BC)
After the decline of the monarchic states 
gradually poleis rise governed by an 
aristocratic oligarchy based on military 
contribution. They could afford expen-
sive bronze or iron weapons and horses 
and they founded their power on the 
fact that the poor need their military 
protection. Social hierarchy in hippeis-
zeugitai (rich farmers)- thetes (small 
farmers, unfree farmers).

The Archaïc Period 
(800 - 490 BC)

Colonisation
After the ‘Dark Ages’ the living circum-
stances became more stable, which led 
to a  rise of population, which led to a 
lack of food and consequently to emi-
gration in Western and Eastern direc-
tion: this emigration had great conse-
quences. First of all:
- growth of the commerce
- growth of the well-being mainly for 
the rich and middle classes
- this upcoming class can afford expen-
sive weapons, which means:  growing 
power of these middle classes.
- besides the council of aristocrats (the 
nine archonts) also an ekklesia (the coun-
cil of the people) existed, but a large 
part of the people, especially the small 
and unfree farmers (hektemeroi) didn’t 
enjoy this new prosperity, in fact they 
became poorer and they got into slavery 
because of their debts.
Secondly: abatement of the old hi-
erarchic familyties and growing impor-
tance of the individual.

Soloon
Because of this big crevice between 
aristocrats, middle classes and the 
thetes (the poor) social commotion 
arises. Out of fear for anarchy or ty-
ranny Soloon is appointed in 594 BC 
as legislator.

Evolution of 
Athenian 

democracy 
The reformations of Soloon diminis-
hed the aristocratic power :
a) social-economical : seisachteia : the 
depts are acquitted, unfree farmers 
get their freedom back and they can 
get a part of the lands, because of a 
limitation of the possession of the 
lands.
b) politically : the population is divided 
in 4 classes, based on property and no 
longer on origin. The 3 richest classes 
can fulfill political functions ( a political 
function is no longer an exclusivity for 
the aristocracy). Admittedly the reign of 
the archons  is still reserved for the ri-
chest classes. The poorest class cannot 
participate in the ekklesia.

Peisistratos
As a result of mutual strife some of the 
aristocrats (turannoi) did claim an illegal 
oligarchy with the support of the poor. 
In 561 BC this was the case for Peisi-
stratos.Reforms of Peisistratos:
a) social-economical: some measures 
were taken in favour of the small 
farmers and tradesmen.
b) cultural: a gigantic building program 
was set up.
These measures brought more equality 
amongst the Athenian citizens and im-
proved their selfconsciousness.

Kleisthenes
Kleisthenes  rose to power under not 
wel known circumstances, but anyway 
he initiated drastic reforms:
a) the Athenian population was divided 
in the following three groups: free citi-
zens (they disposed of full civil rights - 
12 % of the population) - metoikoi (stran-
gers, who were able to gain citizenship) 
- slaves (they were not able to gain citi-
zenship).

b) the territory of Attica was divided in 
10 districts (philae), each district was 
again divided in three tritues (1 tritue
town, 1 tritue  shore, 1 tritue mainland). 
This artificial division made it impossi-
ble for one regio or one local family to 
impose themselves; each district repre-
sented the totality of the polis.
This division formed the foundation for 
each institution of the polis.
c) creation of ‘ostracism’ to avoid any 
form of tyranny
d) creation of the ekklesia or people’s 
council: every citizen above twenty was 
a member of this council. The members 
gathered in the Pnyx and were authori-
zed to take all important decisions.
e) creation of the boulè or council of the 
500 as daily government of the city of 
Athens. Members were chosen out of 
the members of the ekklesia and they ga-
thered at the bouleuterion on the agora 
(market place).
f) the heliaia or people’s court was given 
more authority; members of the jury 
were appointed by allotment.
Conclusions:
1) these reforms were the foundation for 
the growth of Athenian democracy.
2) these reforms put an end to the power 
of the nobility, admittently the 9 archons 
were still recruted from leading aristo-
cratic families.

The Classical Period
( 490 - 323 BC) 

The Athenian democracy did grow 
thanks to the creation of a financial 
compensation for at first participation in 
the boulè and heliaia, later on also for 
participation in the college of the archons 
and in the ekklesia.

The Athenian democracy came to an 
end when king Philippus of Macedonia 
defeated the coalition-army of the 
Greeks in 338 BC at Chaeroneia.

E V O L U T I O N  O F  A T H E N I A N  D E M O C R A C Y

Citizen-e project: the Athenian democracy                                                                                                                                                                                                       2 



Epic fragments

   

 Homer Ilias II 188-207

daimo/ni' a)tre/maj h(=so kai\ a)/llwn mu=qon a)/koue,
oi(\ se/o fe/rteroi/ ei)si, su\ d' a)pto/lemoj kai\ a)/nalkij
ou)/te/ pot' e)n pole/mw| e)nari/qmioj ou)/t' e)ni\ boulh=|:
ou) me/n pwj pa/ntej basileu/somen e)nqa/d' )Axaioi/:
ou)k a)gaqo\n polukoirani/h: ei(=j koi/ranoj e)/stw, ei(=j basileu

Fellow, sit still and listen to the words of others, that are better 
men than you. You are too numb to attack, a weakling. You 
don’t count in war neither in the counsel. We Greeks shall never 
all be kings here.  A multitude of lords is not good, let their be 
one lord, one king.

Homer Ilias 2 208-277

Thersites spoke to the Greeks and said that Agamemnon 
was taking advantage of his powerful and wealthy position. 
Then Odysseus said:

Qersi=t' a)krito/muqe, ligu/j per e)w\n a)gorhth/j,
i)/sxeo, mhd' e)/qel' oi)=oj e)rize/menai basileu=sin:
ou) ga\r e)gw\ se/o fhmi\ xereio/teron broto\n a)/llon
e)/mmenai, o(/ssoi a(/m' )Atrei/+dh|j u(po\ )/Ilion h)=lqon.  
tw\ ou)k a)\n basilh=aj a)na\ sto/m' e)/xwn a)goreu/oij,
kai/ sfin o)nei/dea/ te profe/roij.

Thersites, you are speaking nonsense, although you are a shou-
ter, you may not strive singly against kings. There is no viler 
mortal than you amongst all those that came with the sons of 
Atreus beneath Ilios. For that you shouldn’t shout against the 
kings  or to say mean things of them

Hesiod Works and days 202-245

ou)de/ pot' i)qudi/kh|si met' a)ndra/si limo\j o)phdei=
ou)d' a)/th, qali/h|j de\ memhlo/ta e)/rga ne/montai.

Men who do true justice will never be haunt by famine or disas-
ter. The fields are all their care and bears them in plenty.

oi(=j d' u(/brij te me/mhle kakh\ kai\ sxe/tlia e)/rga,
toi=j de\ di/khn Kroni/dhj tekmai/retai eu)ru/opa Zeu/j. polla/ki 
kai\ cu/mpasa po/lij kakou= a)ndro\j a)phu/ra,
o(/j ken a)litrai/nh| kai\ a)ta/sqala mhxana/atai.
toi=sin d' ou)rano/qen me/g' e)ph/gage ph=ma Kroni/wn
limo\n o(mou= kai\ loimo/n: a)pofqinu/qousi de\ laoi/.
ou)de\ gunai=kej ti/ktousin, minu/qousi de\ oi)=koi
Zhno\j fradmosu/nh|sin )Olumpi/ou

But Zeus, son of Cronos, will punish those who practise violen-
ce and are too confident. Often a whole city suffers for a bad 
man, who follows other bad men and make bad plans. And Zeus 
lays great trouble upon the people, famine and plague together. 
The men perish away, the women feel no longer the pain and 
happiness of the mothership, and their houses become few, 
through the contriving of the Olympian Zeus.
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Lyric fragments

Soloon Fragmenta 5D (and 3D)

δήμῳ μὲν γὰρ ἔδωκα τόσον κράτος, ὅσσον ἀπαρκεῖ,
τιμῆς οὔτ' ἀφελὼν οὔτ' ἐπορεξάμενος·
οἳ δ' εἶχον δύναμιν καὶ χρήμασιν ἦσαν ἀγητοί,
καὶ τοῖς ἐφρασάμην μηδὲν ἀεικὲς ἔχειν.
ἔστην δ' ἀμφιβαλὼν κρατερὸν σάκος ἀμφοτέροισι·
νικᾶν δ' οὐκ εἴασ' οὐδετέρους ἀδίκως.

Paraphrasis:
Soloon wants to treat the common people and the rich equal. The 
almighty gods protect the city but the danger comes from inside : 
the wealthy people , who control the city, want to become richer. 
So they attack the position of the poor who will become more 
poor and will end in slavery. This is what Soloon calls an ill-
government. Soloon has the idea that when we give more power 
to the common people there will be a more noble
government .  So here we see the beginning of the idea of demo-
cracy.  

Plutarch, life of Solon XVlll

 e)/labe ta\ timh/mata tw=n politw=n, kai\ tou\j me\n e)n 
chroi=j o(mou= kai\ u(groi=j me/tra pentako/sia poiou=ntaj 
prw/touj e)/tace kai\ pentakosiomedi/mnouj proshgo/
reuse: deute/rouj de\ tou\j i(/ppon tre/fein duname/nouj h)\ 
me/tra poiei=n triako/sia: [2] kai\ tou/touj i(ppa/da te-
lou=ntaj e)ka/loun: zeugi=tai d' oi( tou= tri/tou timh/matoj 
w)noma/sqhsan, oi(=j me/tron h)=n sunamfote/rwn diakosi/
wn. oi( de\ loipoi\ pa/ntej e)kalou=nto qh=tej, oi(=j ou)demi/
an a)/rxein e)/dwken.

Paraphrasis:
Because Soloon wanted to give some political power to the 
common people, he divided the community in four classes. 
The first class was called : the pentakosiomedimnoi. Those 
were the very rich people. The second were the hippada te-
lountes . They were able to keep a horse . And The third 
class were the zeugitai, who owed oxes . So they all have the 
right to participate in the government. The voice of the 
fourth class , the thetes, didn’t count.

Historiography
Herodotus Historiae III 80-82

See this site: 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cache/perscoll_Greco-Roman.html

Xenophon Hiëro
See this site: 

http://index.vincenthunink.nł

Thucydides Peloponnesian War II 37-38

me/testi de\ kata\ me\n tou\j no/mouj pro\j ta\ i)/dia dia/fora pa=si 
to\ i)/son, kata\ de\ th\n a)ci/wsin, w(j e(/kastoj e)/n tw| eu)dokimei=, 
ou)k a)po\ me/rouj to\ ple/on e)j ta\ koina\ h)\ a)p' a)reth=j proti-
ma=tai, ou)d' au)= kata\ peni/an,  e)leuqe/rwj de\ ta/ te pro\j to\ 
koino\n politeu/omen kai\ e)j th\n pro\j a)llh/louj tw=n kaq' h(me/
ran e)pithdeuma/twn u(poyi/an kai\ mh\n kai\ tw=n po/nwn plei/
staj a)napau/laj th=| gnw/mh| e)porisa/meqa, a)gw=si me/n ge kai\ 
qusi/aij diethsi/oij nomi/zontej, i)di/aij de\ kataskeuai=j 
eu)prepe/ oi( me\n e)pipo/nw| a)skh/sei eu)qu\j ne/oi o)/ntej to\ 
a)ndrei=on mete/rxontai, h(mei=j de\ a)neime/nwj diaitw/menoi 
ou)de\n h(=sson e)pi\ tou\j i)sopalei=j kindu/nouj xwrou=.
perigi/gnetai h(mi=n toi=j te me/llousin a)lgeinoi=j mh\ proka/
mnein, kai\ e)j au)ta\ e)lqou=si mh\ a)tolmote/rouj tw=n ai)ei\ moxqou/
ntwn fai/nesqai, kai\ e)/n te tou/toij th\n po/lin a)ci/an ei)=nai 
qauma/zesqai kai\ e)/ti e)n a)/lloij.

In this democracy the laws assured equal justice to everybody in 
their private differences . People are not longer divided in 
groups based on their roots but on their merit . The citizens are 
not only free in their political life but also in their personal life . 
They don’t feel jealous  against each other .Further they celebra-
te games and sacrifices all the year round . They built beautiful 
statues for recreation of the citizens. The Athenians throw their 
city open to the world , also in military politics. They are not 
really a soldier state because Athenians live their live as they 
please but if there is danger from outside they will defend their 
city. So they have two positive things: in their military govern-
ment: when there is no war they are not busy with military (In 
Lacedaemonia they are obsessed by defending the city.) and 
when there is danger they will take up arms. 
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Philosophy

Plato Gorgias 483C-484A (on Sofists)

au)to/, o(/ti di/kaio/n e)stin to\n a)mei/nw tou= xei/ronoj ple/on e)/xein 
kai\ to\n dunatw/teron tou= a)dunatwte/rou
e)a\n de/ ge oi)=mai fu/sin i(kanh\n ge/nhtai e)/xwn a)nh/r, pa/nta 
tau=ta a)poseisa/menoj kai\ diarrh/caj kai\ diafugw/n, kata-
path/saj ta\ h(me/tera gra/mmata kai\ magganeu/mata kai\ e)p-
w|da\j kai\ no/mouj tou\j para\ fu/sin a(/pantaj, e)panasta\j 
a)nefa/nh despo/thj h(me/teroj o( dou=loj, kai\ e)ntau=qa

Plato’ s opinion about democracy is that the smart , best men 
also will become slaves because they can not develop their ta-
lents because everybody is ment to be equal to each other. But 
nature herself proclaims the fact that it is right for the better to 
have advantage of the worse. So Plato is against democracy and 
defends olichargy.

Plato Protagoras 320C-323A

Paraphrasis: 
Once upon a time, when it was time to create all living crea-
tures, the gods gave Epimetheus the task to give every spe-
cies a talent and Prometheus had to inspect Epimetheus. But 
Prometheus discovered that Epimetheus had forgotten men, 
so he stole the ability to make fire and gave this talent to 
men so there would be a balance. Human kind had no abili-
ty to fight neither to rule so they couldn’t defeat the animals 
and they fought with each other. So Zeus interfered, he gave 
all men justice and respect and they all had to participate in 
the political system.

Aristoteles The institute of the state II 2-3

Paraphrasis:
For the Athenian constitution was in all respects oligarchical 
and in fact the poor themselves and also their wives and 
children were actually in slavery to the rich; and they were 

called Clients, and Sixth-part-tenants (for that was the rent 
they paid for the rich men’s land which they farmed, and

the whole of the country was in the hands of few) and if 
they ever failed to pay their rents, they themselves and their 
children were liable to arrest; and all borrowing was on the 
security of the debtors’ persons down to the time of Solon: it 
was he who first became a leader of the people.
So the most grievous and bitter thing in the state of public 
affairs for the masses was their slavery; they were also dis-
contented about everything else, for they found themselves 
virtually without a share in anything.

Aristoteles The institute of the state XVI 2-5

Paraphrasis:
Peisistratus’ administration of the state was, as has been 
said, moderate and more constitutional than tyrannic; he 
was kind and gentle in everything, and in particular he was 
merciful to offenders, and moreover he advanced loans of 
money to the poor for there industries, so that they might 
support themselves by farming. In doing so he had two 
objects, to prevent them staying in the city and make them 
stay scattered about the country, and to cause them to have 
a moderate competence and be engaged in their private 
affairs, so as not to desire nor to have time to attend to pu-
blic business.   

Aristoteles The institute of the state XXII

Paraphrasis:
These reforms made the constitution much more democratic 
than that of Solon; for it had come about that the tyranny 
had obliterated the laws of Soloon by disuse, and Kleisthe-
nes aiming at the multitude had instituted other new ones, 
among these was the law concerning ostracism. Four year 
after the establishment of this system, in the archonship of 
Hermocreon, they first imposed upon the Council of Five 
Hundred the oath which they take to the present day. Next 
they began to elect the generals by tribes, one from each 
tribe, while the polemarch was the commander of the whole 
army. Fourteen years later, in the archonship of Telesinus, 
they for the first time since the tyranny elected, tribe by 
tribe, the nine Archons by lot out of the five hundred candi-
dates selected by the demes, all the earlier ones having been 
elected 
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Tragedy

Sophocles, Antigone 734-739

Kre/wn
po/lij+ ga\r h(mi=n* a(me\ xrh\ ta/ssein e)rei=;
Ai(/mwn
o(ra=|j+ to/d' w(j ei)/rhkaj+ w(j a)/gan+ ne/oj*;
Kre/wn
a)/llw|* ga\r h)\ 'moi\ xrh/* me th=sd' a)/rxein xqono/j;
Ai(/mwn
po/lij ga\r ou)k e)/sq'*+ h(/tij+ a)ndro/j+ e)sq' e(no/j+.
Kre/wn
ou) tou= kratou=ntoj h( po/lij nomi/zetai*+;
Ai(/mwn
kalw=j* g' e)rh/mhj* a)\n su\ gh=j a)/rxoij mo/noj.

Creon
Shall Thebes prescribe to me how I must rule?
Haemon
See, there, how you have spoken so much like a child.
Creon
Am I to rule this land by the will of another than myself?
Haemon 
A city is not a real city if it is ruled by one man.
Creon 
Shouldn’t the city be the possession of the man in power?
Haemon 
You would make a fine monarch in a desert.

Who is who?
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Objects
 

 
1.1. Coins for voting                              

 
                                                                                          handle 

 
 

These chips made out of bronze make it able for the judges to vote in the tribunal. 
The chips have a little handle. When the handle is completely filled, it means that 
the accused is acquitted of his charge. When the handle has a hole in it, it means 
that he is convicted. The judges could also vote with marbles. White ones for 
acquittal, black ones for conviction. 
 
1.2  The stone of Democracy 

 
In the 4th century B.C. the Athenians felt the danger of the 
return of the tyranny. After the battle of Chaeroneia (338 
B.C.), the king of Macedonia guaranteed the Athenians, 
during the peace treaty that followed, the democracy. In 
Athens the people feared that an ambitious man would try to 
overthrow the government to find favour with the 
Macedonian king. This is why a law was voted against any 
attempt of tyranny. 
 
This law is written on a stone exposed in the museum of the 
Agora, underneath a bas-relief representing Freedom 
crowning the people. 
 
 
 
 

 
This is the text of the inscription and the translation of the central part: 
If someone stands up against the people to install the tyranny or to help with the installation 
of the tyranny or to harm the people and the democracy of the Athenians, than be praised the 
one that kills the one who has committed one of these crimes. When the democracy is 
destroyed, it’s not allowed to any envoy of the boulè of the Areion Pagon to step on the 
Areion Pagon, to participate in a séance, nor to take a decision on a subject. And when 
something similar happens, he and his descendants are deprived of their political rights, his 
fortune has to be given back to the people and a tenth of his fortune has to be offered to the 
gods. 
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1.3. The Klèrotérion 
 

The ‘klèrotèria of different shapes and categories were used 
to choose a lot of official Athenians pointed out by chance.  
The ‘klèrotérion’ is a marble ‘stèlè’ with slots. Horizontally 
there are small plates with the names of the candidate 
judges.  Black and white balls of the same size came out of a 
reservoir in a long tube, attached on the left of the front. 
They indicate the civilians who are pointed out by chance 

to administer justice. The total number of balls was equal to the 
number of rows. The balls (white to choose and black to reject) 
descended in the tube one by one in an inconstant way by 
means of a simple mechanism of clicking. The first ball appoints 
the statute of the man of whom the name stands on the plate 
placed in the upper slot of the first column (in certain cases it 
appoints the statute of the entire upper row).  
This machine has 11 columns and 50 rows of slots; it must have 
been used in the ‘bouleutérion’, close to where it has been 
found, in the period of the 12 tribes. The chief of the tribe had to 
point out by chance 11 presidents (one for each tribe with the 
exception of the tribe who had the presidency) to take charge of 
each reunion of the ‘boulè’ and the ‘ekklesia’. The plates 
wearing the names of the 50 members of the first tribe were 
placed in the first column. They placed in the funnel 1 white ball 
and 49 black balls. Than they let the balls come out one by one 
at the foot of the tube. Each time a black ball came out the plate 
with the corresponding name was removed. If the white ball 

was e.g. the 14th to come out, only 14th plate remained in its slot and his owner 
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became the president of this tribe. The 2nd tribe was installed in the 2nd column and 
so on until the drawing by chance of the 11 columns: only the names of the 11 
indicated presidents remained. 
  

 
1.4. Potsherds of ostracism  
 
Ostracism was used between 487 and 417 BC and it was a measure of prevention 
against the tyranny. Every year the Ekklesia organized a vote of ostracism. They put 
the people in a fence to be sure that everyone had voted. They counted the votes 
and if there were over 6000, the man whose name appeared the most on the 
potsherds was banished for 10 years.  
With this operation they tried to avoid the return of tyranny, but many politicians 
tried to eliminate their rivals with this method. 

On these potsherds of broken 
vessels (ostraka in Greek) the 
people of Athens engraved the 
name of someone who they 
considered a danger for the 
democracy. After the voting the 
potsherds were collected to fill 
the holes in the roads. This 
explains why we have found so 
many.  

 

 

1.5. The clepsydras  
 

Water clocks were among the earliest timekeepers that didn't depend on the 
observation of celestial bodies. One of the oldest was found in the tomb of the 
Egyptian pharaoh Amenhotep I, buried around 1500 BC. Later named clepsydras 
("water thieves") by the Greeks, who began using them about 325 BC. These were 
stone vessels with sloping sides that allowed water to drip at a nearly constant rate 
from a small hole near the bottom.  
 

These clepsydras were used in the tribunal. It measured 
the time of speaking of the orators. When an orator 
started speaking, a slave took the wooden pin from the 
hole in the top vase and the water started to drip into the 
vase below. They say that the orators with the most 
experience could tell perfectly how much time they had 
left to speak without looking at the angle of the jet of 
water. 
On the vessels you see the name of a tribe (the 
Antiochidos). This means that is was used when this 
tribe was prytaneuousa, (the tribe presided the debates). 

The two letters chi (X) tell us that the vase contained two conges (ca. 6.5            
 litres and about 6 minutes of speaking). 
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1.6. Official weights and measures 
 
The official measures are legally stamped measures with the inscription ‘public’. 
They are kept in the Tholos and looked after by metronomes (inspectors of the 
weights and measures). With similar copies of the measures the agoranomes 
(policemen of the Agora) control the solid and the liquid merchandises of the 
market of the Agora. They have also the same weights in metal to control the 
balances of the merchants.  
 
Measures of weight 
The inscription ‘Property of the people of Athens’ is marked on the weights. The 
denomination is indicated with words and symbols. 
 
Statère --> 810.0 g 
1/4 Statère --> 199.5 g 
1/6 Statère --> 127.5 g 
 

 
Weights in bronze (ca. 500 BC). Objects found near the Tholos. 

 
Measures of capacity  
1 chenise = 3.2 litre  
! chenise = 1.7 litre 

 
The biggest pot (5th century BC) is found on the north flank of de Acropolis. The smallest pot (4th century BC) 
comes from the Tholos. 

This is a measuring instrument for dry fruits. It can carry 1.7 litre, so it 
is ! chenise. (The end of the 2nd, beginning of the 1st century BC.) 
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Buildings
 

 
 

This is a reconstructed air view of the city of Athens. The Agora (7) and the Pnyx (5) were 

both important places for the democracy in Athens.  

 

Agora 
 

The Agora or Marketplace was a civic and commercial centre of ancient Athens, located 

northwest of the Acropolis. On a typical day citizens shopping or participating in various 

political activities created a large flow of traffic. The people in the Agora would have been 

predominantly male with the exception of women of the lower classes who had to help their 

family make a living and performed menial tasks (like getting water from one of the two 

fountain houses) alongside slave women from richer families .  For fear of corruption, 

aristocratic families often did not allow their sons to frequent the Agora until young 

adulthood.  To spend much idle time in the Agora was considered the mark of a bad character. 
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This is a plan below (not to scale) of  the Agora (literally, "gathering place").  The buildings 

included in this plan represent only a selection of the monuments in the Agora  

 

1. Painted Stoa (Stoa Poikilê) 

2. Royal Stoa (Stoa Basileios) 

3. Leokoreion 

4. Stoa of Zeus Eleutherios 

5. Temple of Ancestral Apollo (Apollo Patrôos) 

6. Temple of Hephaistos  

7. Temple of Cybele, the Mother Goddess (Mêtrôon) - Old Bouleuterion  

8. Bouleuterion  

9. Eponymous Heroes Monument  

10. Tholos  

11. Middle Stoa  

12. SW Fountain House  

13. Heliaea  

14. South Stoa  

15. SE Fountain House  

16. Mint  

17. Panathenaic Way 

18. Stoa of Attalus  
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1. The painted stoa  

 

 
 

The Painted Stoa or Stoa Poikilh received its name from the paintings depicting great 

Athenian military victories (like the Battle of Marathon) attached to its wall. These paintings 

were the work of famous Athenian artists. Battle trophies were also displayed on the wall of 

the Painted Stoa, like the Spartan shields taken as spoils by the Athenians at Pylos in 425/4.  

 

2. The Royal Stoa (St oa Basileioq ) 

 

Built around 460 B.C., it was the seat of the Royal Archon (Archon Basileus). In this stoa the 

laws of Solon were displayed, and the Council of the Aeropagus held its meetings.  

This is a reconstruction of the Royal Stoa or Stoa Basileios, the headquarters of the King 

Archon, who was in charge of religious affairs including homicide.  The statue in front is that 

of Themis (Justice). It was located in the northwest corner of the Agora.   It was in front of 

this building that Socrates met Euthyphro and had the conversation that Plato recreated in his 

Euthyphro.  Socrates came to this building to be formally charged with impiety by Meletus in 

the presence of the King Archon.  Copies of the laws of the city were kept in this Stoa.  

The northwest corner of the Agora, in which the Royal Stoa was located, was known as "the 

Herms" because of the great number of Herms set up there.  Herms, which consisted of a bust 

of Hermes on top of a bronze or marble pillar with male genitals attached, were a familiar 

sight in public areas and in front of houses.  They were believed to be protectors of houses 

and the city.  
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6. Temple of Hephaistos 

The temple, known as the "Theseion", is Doric, peripteral, with a pronaos and opisthodomos. 

It crowns the hill of Kolonos Agoraios and is the most prominent and better preserved 

monument of the Agora. The temple was dedicated to two gods, Hephaistos, a god of fire, 

blacksmiths, and craftsmen, and Athena, who was also a goddess of crafts and craftsmen. The 

temple is located in an area occupied by many potters' shops and metal working factories.  
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8. Bouleuterion  

Bouleuterion means 'place for planning'. This was the meeting room of the Council of Five-

Hundred, in Greek boulè (the word meaning "council"), hence the name “bouleuterion”. 

When Cleisthenes reformed the boulè in 508 B. C., he also had a new meeting room built next 

to the older one.  

 

 
From Connolly and Dodge, The Ancient City 

The original Bouleuterion or meeting place for the Council of 500 (2) was located next to the 

Tholos (4), but was replaced by a new Bouleuterion (3) at the end of the fifth century. This 

new building contained a theater-like seating arrangement for the Council.  
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9. Monument of the Eponymous Herous 

 

 

Each of the ten Athenian tribes
 
honored with a tribal cult a legendary hero from whom it 

derived its name (thus 'eponymous' heroes). Perhaps the most famous of these ten heroes was 

Aias, the son of Telamon, who fought bravely at Troy.  His not being selected "the best of the 

Achaeans" after the death of his cousin Achilles led to his suicide.  Others prominent in myth 

were: Erechtheus, Aegeus, Pandion, and Cecrops.  

 

 

This monument, a marble podium with ten bronze statues flanked on both sides by tripods,
 
 

religious symbols for the Greeks because of its use in cooking sacrificial meat, was located 

directly across from the Metroôn, which was adjacent to the Bouleuterion and the Tholos.  It 

was an important information centre for the Athenians, to which were attached whitened 

boards with proposed legislation, charges in  public prosecutions, agendas for the Assembly, 

and military conscription lists.  
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10. Tholos  

The Tholos or Round Building was built in 460 B.C. The chairmen (prytaneis) of the Council 

of 500 (Boule) dined and spent the night in the Tholos so as to be available if necessary. A set 

of standard weights and measures was also kept in the building 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                                              tholos 
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13. Heliaea 

The Heliaea was a name used for individual law courts or for all the courts taken together.  

The location of a large court building in the southern part or the Agora between the South 

Stoa and the Southwest Fountainhouse is only tentative.  There may have been another 

courtroom in the northeast corner of the Agora.  

  

 
 

The only court whose location we can identify with certainty is that of the Areopagus, which 

got its name from the hill (Areopagus = 'hill of Ares') on which it met.  This court tried cases 

of intentional homicide and wounding of citizens (also poisoning and arson).  The Areopagus 

seems to have been the only court that was held in the open air, perhaps to allow the religious 

pollution of these crimes to be dissipated.  The danger of religious pollution also required that 

a man accused of murder was kept away from temples and the Agora  

There was another court, the Palladium, which tried cases of unintentional homicide.  This 

court also tried defendants accused of killing non-citizens like metic, slaves, and foreigners, 

an indication that these crimes were considered less serious than killing a citizen.  Homicides 

which defendants claimed were lawful, like killing an adulterer caught in the act, were tried in 

the Delphinium.  
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Pnyx 

 
The function of the large, theatre-like area on the hill west of the Acropolis had, in the past, 

been explained by a number of different theories, before it was securely identified as the 

Pnyx, the place where the Assembly of the Athenians held its meetings. 

The remains found have shown that the Pnyx had three main building periods. In the first 

period, the natural hillside was used as the cavea of the theatre. The surface was evened off by 

quarrying out the hard limestone, while a straight retaining wall was built on the north side. In 

the second period, the arrangement of the auditorium was very different; a high, semicircular 

retaining wall was built to the north that is, in the opposite direction comparing to the first 

period. The approach was through the two stairways, 3.90 m. wide. The Pnyx of the third 

period had exactly the same plan but on a larger scale; the great retaining wall was 

constructed of large stone blocks quarried from the area, while the new bema was arranged to 

he south. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most important monuments of the site are:  

• Two large stoas. The two stoas bordering the south side of the spacious terrace above 

the bema are not mentioned in the ancient sources and it is certain that they were never 

finished. Their purpose was to shelter the people in bad weather conditions. They 

belong to the third architectural period of the Pnyx (330-326 B.C.). 

• Cutting for the Altar of Zeus Agoraios. The big rectangular cutting above the bema, 

for the altar of Zeus Agoraios, belongs to the third period of the Pnyx together with the 

two stoas (330-326 B.C.). In the time of Augustus the altar was transferred to the 

Agora and set up in front of the Metroon.  

• Large cutting between the two stoas. It measures 19 x 13 m. and belongs to the third 

building period of the Pnyx (330-326 B.C.). According to the excavators, it was the 

foundation of the Propylaea for the whole architectural complex.  

• The Sanctuary of Zeus Hypsistos. It became known in 1803 by the inscribed plaques 

found during the excavations conducted by Lord Aberdeen near the bema of the Pnyx. 

The floor of the old sanctuary, the steps and a number of niches hewn in the scarp of 

the rock, are preserved. The big, rectangular niche in which the cult statue of the god 

was placed, probably dates from the Roman period.  
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Graphic reconstruction of the Pnyx according to the tree successive stages of the building: 

Phase I: ca. 500 BC 

Phase II: 404-403 BC 

Phase III: 4
th

 century BC 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

http://www.culture.gr/2/21/211/21101a/e211aa03.html 

http://plato-dialogues.org/tools/agora.htm  

http://depthome.brooklyn.cuny.edu/classics/dunkle/athnlife/agorapln.htm#bouleuterion 

http://www.culture.gr/2/21/211/21101a/e211aa05.html 

http://www.amb-grece.fr/grece/berceau_democratie.htm 
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Sophism
     Sophism 
 

A) Introduction 

 

Athens became in the 5
th

 century BC the centre of Greek culture and philosophy. The theme 

of the philosophy changes from the study of nature to the study of humanity and society. The 

traditional way of life started to lose his impact on the society. This traditional society had 

been influenced by the theocratic vision (theocratic < theos (= God) + kratein (= rule) ! the 

Gods controlled political and social life). The behaviour of the society was determined by 

belief and explained by myths. So the rules and norms, written in the different myths ( e.g. 

every unexplainable aspect of nature was caused by a God), lost their importance. This 

theocratic character of the traditional society started to shrink in the 6
th

 and 5
th

 century, when 

the Greeks made contact with other nations and began to doubt their faith. 

 

 

B) The sofists. Who are they? What were they doing? And which impact did they have 

on the life of the ordinary Greek. 

 

Definition: Sophism is a philosophical tendency in the Ancient Greek world. A sophist is a 

representative of the movement of Sophists. The Greek word: sofisthj may be translated as 

scientist or expert. 

 

In the Athens of the second half of the fifth century this term was used for travelling 

professional thinkers, teachers who taught their knowledge about math, literature, philosophy, 

eloquence, law and how to rule the state. They taught (against payment) the youth of the 

higher middle class, the sons of rich citizens to prepare them better for their roll in the 

political life of a democratic society. The sophists were probably the first people who didn’t 

only think critical about nature, but also about problems of morality and social hierarchy. The 

sophists also introduced relativism (the truth is relative and not objective, it depends on the 

context). 

 

Important Sophists: 

 

Protagoras from Abdera 

 

Protagoras (Greek: !"#$%&'"%() (c. 481–c. 420 BC) was a pre-

Socratic philosopher and is numbered by Plato as one of the first 

Sophists. In his dialogue 'Protagoras' Plato says that he invented the 

roll of professional sophist or teacher. He was born in Abdera, 

Thrace. He was famous as a teacher of rhetoric and debate which 

were important to Greek social life. He became well-known and also 

wealthy by doing this. His most famous saying is: " Man is the 

measure of all things: of things which are, that they are so, and of 

things which are not, that they are not". This is his 'homo mensura' 

theory. "Man" represents here the individual person and this individualism is typical for all 

the human beings. There is no absolute truth or certainty because everything is like you 

experience it. Protagoras was an agnost, he declared not to know wether the gods existed. 
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Gorgias from Leontini 

 

Gorgias was born in Leontini , a Greek colony in Sicily, and 

what is often called the home of the Greek rhetoric.Very little is 

known of his life before he emigrated to Athens as an 

ambassador. He was also a Greek sophist, philosopher and 

rhetorican. But he preferred to be called a rethorican instead of a 

sophist. Settling in Athens, Gorgias made an impressive living by 

practicing oratory and teaching rhetoric to students, including 

Pericles. It must be remembered that it was Gorgias who 

transplanted rhetoric to Greece, and who helped to diffuse the 

Attic dialect as the literary language of prose. "If anything is", 

said Gorgias, “it must have had a beginning. Its being must have 

arisen either from being, or from not-being. If it arose from being, there is no beginning. If it 

arose from not-being, this is impossible, since something cannot arise out of nothing. 

Therefore nothing exists”. This is the first proposition of Gorgias. The second proposition of 

Gorgias, that if anything exists it cannot be known, is part and parcel of the whole Sophistic 

tendency of thought 

He survived Socrates, who died in 399, and ended his days at Larissa in Thessaly in his 

hundred and fifth year. 

 

Conclusion 

When Athens became the cultural centre of the Greek world, the philosophy of the Greeks 

changed. In Athens developed in an amount of time a democracy with parliamentarians and 

courts. But for this new kind of government it was neccesary that the people had the education 

needed to participate in the democratic processes. The population of Athens thought it was 

very important to know the art of eloquence (retorica ). The sophists played an important role 

in this.  
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Crossword 1
Athens. The beginning of democracy

Crossword

1    2           3  

                 

                 

   4              

                 

    5             

         6        

   7              

                 

    8   9          

                 

 10                

                 

                 

         11        

                 

                 

Across:

1
Athens was a free state but not everything was free. From 

where did the money come to finance their democracy ? 

(Key : under the ground in the mountains )

4
In Athens we have the democrats and the opposite party is 

called ...

5 First legislator at Athens.

6 Leading Athenian politician and builder of the golden age. 

7 cfr. question 1. (Key: it's a place were boats arrive with 

their products )

8
In this society women had no political input but Zeus gave 

them power. What was the only job that they were allowed

to do?

10 Old men are walking here when it is very hot. (Key: it's a 

gallery)

11 Where did the beautiful story of democracy start?

Down:

1 travelling teachers of wisdom .

2 The place were the people held meetings.

3 It's a voting system to choose political leaders by chance.

6 The most important sophist.

8
Who is the wise man who said this: ' In the way things appear to me, in that way they exist for 

me. And the way things appear to you, in that way they exist for you. Then it appears to me 

that your whole doctrine is false. ' (Key: this man was against democracy. )

9 cfr. question 1. (Key: synonym for state )
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Quiz
 

1. Who wrote Antigone? 

a) Solon 
b) Plato 

c) Sophocles 

 

2. Which term describes democracy the best? 
a) monarchy 

b) democracy 

c) oligarchy 

 

3. Where would Creon make a good monarch? 
a) In the desert 

b) in Lydia 

c) in Brussels 

 
4. Who could vote? 

a) Everybody older then 45 years and a half 

b) Each man 

c) Each free man 
 

5.  how many percent of the population in Athens could vote? 

a) 100% 

b) 18,3% 

c) 12% 
 

6. Is the world of the gods democratic? 

a) yes 

b) no 
c) only in the classical era 

 

7.  Which city is this? 

 

  

 

   a)   Rome 

b) Athens 
c) Troy 
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8. Analyse the word “theocracy” 

a) qeoj(=god) + kratein(=to rule) 

b) quein(=to sacrifice) + Swkratej(= a person named Socrates) 

c) qea(=thea) + krazov(=crazy) 

 

9. After which war did Athens lose his power? 

a) The Second world war 
b) The Persian war 

c) The Peloponnesian war 

 

10. Does Odysseus approve monarchy? 
a) no, definitely not 

b) only if he can play king 

c) yes, always 

 

11. Who is this man? 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 a)   Protagoras 
b) Thales 

c) Thucydides 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Answers 
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Crossword 2

Athenian Democracy: Archeology

Crossword

1             2   

  3        4 5     

                

  6              

         7       

8     9           

               10 

   11             

                

  12              

                

  13              

 14               

                

    15            

                

Across:

4 The chairmen of the Council of 500 dined and spent the night in 

the...

6
The ... was a name used for individual law courts or for all the courts 

taken together.

8 What indicates a black marble or a voting coin with a hole in its 

handle..

11
Who was the most famous of the ten Eponymous heroes? He fought 

bravely in Troy and was the son of Telamon.

12 Which object was used to choose official Athenians (by chance)? 

14 What was the meeting room of the Council of Five-Hundred?

15 What is the meaning of 'Clepsydra'?

Down:

1 What is the name of the system where they use potsherds to bannish somebody 

who is a danger for the democracy.

2 What is the Greek name for a water clock?

3 What city is known for its democratic political system?

5 Who is the god of fire and blacksmiths?

7 What is the name of the place where the Assembly of the Athenians held its 

meetings?

9
After the battle of ... (338 B.C.), the king of Macedonia guaranteed the 

Athenians, during the peace treaty that followed, the democracy

10 What is the Greek name for 'Hill of Ares'?

13 What is the Greek name for the Council of Five Hundred?

P U Z Z L E S  A N D  Q U I Z Z E S

Citizen-e project: the Athenian democracy                                                                                                                                                                                                       26



Crossword 3

The Sophists

Crossword

                1 

                 

 2   3             

             4    

                 

 5 6         7      

           8      

    9             

                 

          10       

                 

         11        

                 

 12                

                 

                 

                 

Across:

2 The truth is relative and not objective, it depends of the context. 

5 As teachers, the sophists had an important role in the development of... 

8 The centre of Greek culture and philosophy in the 5th century BC

9 Larissa is a place in... (part of Greece)

10 The most famous saying of Protagoras is: Man is the... of all things.

11 The ... dialect became the literary language of prose.

12 A famous student of Gorgias.

Down:

1 The two most famous Greek Sophists are Protagoras from Abdera and...

3 Someone who really dosn't knows wether the gods do exist or not

4 In the theocratic vision, the behaviour of society is explained by...

6 Sophists thaught their knowledge about maths, literature, philosophy and....

7 The sophists didn't teach the people for free but against ...
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Resources
 
Evolution of democracy in Athens 
 
http://departments.cvuhs.org/joe/GREECE/Students'work/DEMOCRACYPelkey.htm 
http://www.fhw.gr/projects/bouleuterion/en/ 
http://www.stoa.org/projects/demos/home 
http://francoib.chez.tiscali.fr/agora/ag1topos.htm 
http://www.athene.antenna.nl/ 
http://www.burgerschapskunde.nl/index.html 
 
 
Texts 
 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cache/perscoll_Greco-Roman.html 
http://www.gottwein.de/Grie/gr_textestart.php 
http://www.let.ru.nl/V.Hunink/xenofon.htm 
 
 
Archeological Findings 
 
http://www.culture.gr/2/21/211/21101a/e211aa03.html 
http://plato-dialogues.org/tools/agora.htm  
http://depthome.brooklyn.cuny.edu/classics/dunkle/athnlife/agorapln.htm#bouleuterion 
http://www.culture.gr/2/21/211/21101a/e211aa05.html 
http://www.amb-grece.fr/grece/berceau_democratie.htm 
 
 
The Sofists 
 
http://www.etiennevermeersch.be/cursussen_historisch_overzicht_wijsbegeerte/hoofdstuk_2 
http://www.flwi.ugent.be/cevi/docwebi/cursusboekEW12006.pdf 
http://www.flopclass.be/not_lew/Antieke wijsbegeerte.doc 
http://www.denkweg.nl/artikel004.htm 
 
 
Who are we? 
 
Pupils of the fifth class (Greek-Latin/Greek-Maths/Greek-Sciences) at the secondary school of 
Sint-Bavohumaniora, Ghent, Belgium 
 
Greek-Latin Greek-Maths Greek-Sciences 
   
Calliauw Nathalja Bekaert Valentine Van Steenkiste Joke 
De Bruyne Naomi Braet Eva  
Degrande Magali Deroose Marjolein  
VandeVyver Laurence Gildemyn Sylvia  
Van Huffel Marjolein Smets Laura  
Verspeeten Valerie Van de Vijver Nele  
 Van De Wielle Lien  
 Van Hauthem Jasmien  

       
Our Teachers: Mr. Kris De Boel and Miss Josette Donné 
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Pupils of the fifth class (Greek-Latin/Greek-Maths/Greek-Sciences) at the secondary school of 
Sint-Bavohumaniora, Ghent, Belgium 
 
Greek-Latin Greek-Maths Greek-Sciences 
   
Calliauw Nathalja Bekaert Valentine Van Steenkiste Joke 
De Bruyne Naomi Braet Eva  
Degrande Magali Deroose Marjolein  
VandeVyver Laurence Gildemyn Sylvia  
Van Huffel Marjolein Smets Laura  
Verspeeten Valerie Van de Vijver Nele  
 Van De Wielle Lien  
 Van Hauthem Jasmien  

       
Our Teachers: Mr. Kris De Boel and Miss Josette Donné 
 
 

P U Z Z L E S  A N D  Q U I Z Z E S
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