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HAWSCRIPT RECORD 

RB1 Furnas. Robert  Wilkinson, 182%-1905 

~ r o w n v i l l e ,  ~eb r . ;  s t a t e  governor, a g r i c u l t u r i s t  
Linear  f t . :  20.7 
Approx. no. of i tems: 22,300 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Furnas was one of the  e a r l y  t e r r i t o r i a l  pioneers ,  who came t o  Nebraska 
from Ohio on A p r i l  6, 1855. Very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  he began t h e  publ i -  
ca t ion  of t h e  B r o ~ n ~ i l l e  Nebraska Adver t i ser ,  one of t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  of 
t h e  e a r l y  newspapers, cont inuing a s  e d i t o r  and pub l i she r  u n t i l  1867. 

Formerly a Whig, Furnas joined t h e  newly forned Republican Party.  He 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s ,  and served four  terms i n  t h e  t e r -  
r i t o r i a l  leg is la ture .  

During t h e  C i v i l  War he was a co lonel  i n  t h e  Army, commanding t h r e e  r eg i -  
ments of Indian  t roops  i n  t h e  Indian  Te r r i to ry .  He resigned h i s  command and 
re turned  t o  Nebraska t o  organize t h e  Second Nebraska Cavalry, which saw se rv ice  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Sioux on t h e  Western f r o n t i e r .  Af ter  h i s  regiment was mustered out  
of s e rv ice ,  ^urnas was appointed agent  of t h e  Omaha Ind ian  Agency and held t h a t  
p o s i t i o n  from l86li-1868. 

- Pumas '  one term a s  governor, 1873-75, was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  successfu l ,  
and f e e l i n g  t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  have a chance a t  r e -e l ec t ion ,  he withdrew from a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c s  a t  t h e  end of h i s  term, spending t h e  r e s t  of  h i s  l i f e  
i n  t h e  nursery  bus iness  and a s  a proponent of b e t t e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  methods i n  
Nebraska. 

He was i n s t r u n e n t a l  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  Board of Agr icul ture  and served 
a s  i t s  f i r s t  p res iden t  and l a t e r  a s  i t s  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  approximately two decades. 
The l a t t e r  p o s i t i o n  cons is ted  almost e n t i r e l y  of planning and ar ranging  f o r  t h e  
Nebraska S t a t e  F a i r  held annual ly i n  September. I n  addi t ion ,  he served a s  a 
commissioner t o  s e v e r a l  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  expos i t ions .  He was an a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  s e v e r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  and o the r  r e l a t e d  organiza- 
t i o n s  and served as  p re s iden t  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F a i r s  zind Exposi t ions and 
t h e  American F a i r  Association. Furnas was one of t h e  organizers  of t h e  Nebraska 
S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty ,  and f o r  many yea r s  served a s  p re s iden t .  

He i s  t h e  au thor  of  numerous a g r i c u l t u r a l  pamphlets, s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  i n  
t h e  Proceedings -and Col lec t ions  of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  " I i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  and 
e d i t o r  of Arbor Day, a c o l l e c t i o n  of  a r t i c l e s  published i n  1886. 

He married Mary El izabeth  ?cComas on October 29, 1 8 4 5  and they  were t h e  
pa ren t s  of e i g h t  ch i ldren .  Mrs. Furnas died on A p r i l  1, 1897, and Furnas was 
married f o r  a second time on December 25, 1899, t o  Susannah E-r.swiler Jameson. 

SCOPE AND CONTSNT NOTE 

This c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of forty-one manuscript boxes and t h r e e  shelved 
voluqes of m a t e r i a l  which i s  arranged i n  e i g h t  subgroups. Subgroup one through 










