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R G 1  Nebraska. Governor 
SG14 Thayer, John Mil ton,  1820-1906 

Papers ,  etc.: 1886-1892 
S t a t e  Governor: Bellingham, Mass., Omaha, Nebr., 1886-1892 
Cubic Feet :  6 
Approx. 3,600 I t e m s .  

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

John Mil ton Thayer was born a t  Bellingham, Massachusetts  
on January 24, 1820 t h e  son o f  Captain  E l i a s  and Ruth ( S t a p l e s )  
Thayer. Educated i common schools ,  Thayer graduated from 
Brown Un ive r s i t y  i n  wi th  a law degree. H e  was soon ad-
m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b a r  an a c t i c e d  i n  Worcester ,  Mass., u n t i l  
1854. S h o r t l y  af ter  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  Nebraska T e r r i t o r y ,  Thayer 
and h i s  family  moved t o  Omaha. H e r e  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  m i l i t a r y  
a f f a r i s ,  and prev ious  exper ience  a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  Wor- 
cester l i g h t  i n f a n t r y ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  h i s  appointment a s  head o f  
t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  m i l i t i a .  H e  l e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  f o r c e s  i n  two 
exped i t i ons  a g a i n s t  t h e  Pawnees. I n  response  t o  P re s iden t  
L inco ln ' s  c a l l  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  i n  1861, h e  r a i s e d  a thousand 
men i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  and was commissioned co lone l  o f  t h e  F i r s t  
Regiment o f  Nebraska vo lun teers .  The F i r s t  Regiment took an 
a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  b a t t l e s  a t  F o r t  Donelson and Sh i loh ,  and 
Thayer was promoted t o  Br igad ie r  General ,  s e rv ing  under Grant 
a t  Vicksburg. Following t h e  C i v i l  War, Thayer took an a c t i v e  
p a r t  i n  s ecu r ing  Nebraska's  admission i n t o  t h e  union,  and when 
Nebraska became t h e  37th s t a t e ,  Thayer was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  
two Uni ted S t a t e s  Sena to r s  from t h i s  s t a t e .  H e  served i n  t h e  
Sena te  u n t i l  1871. I n  1875, P re s iden t  Grant appointed him 
governor o f  t h e  Wyoming t e r r i t o r y ,  which pos t  he  he ld  u n t i l  
1879. Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Nebraska h e  was chosen department 
commander o f  t h e  s t a t e  GAR, and i n  1886, he  was e l e c t e d  Gover- 
nor  on t h e  Republican t i c k e t .  H e  was re -e lec ted  Governor i n  
1888. H e  w a s  n o t  a cand ida t e  i n  1890, and normally h i s  term 
o f  o f f i c e  should have expi red  January 8 ,  1891. The gube rna to r i a l  
c o n t e s t  i n  1890, however, was con te s t ed  and Thayer d i d  no t  
vaca t e  t h e  o f f i c e  u n t i l  February 8 ,  1892. Governor Thayer was 
72 y e a r s  o f  age when he  l e f t  o f f i c e ,  and i s  t h e  o l d e s t  Governor 
Nebraska has  had. H e  d ied  19 March 1906 and was bur ied  i n  
Wyuka Cemetery i n  L incoln ,  Nebraska. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

T h i s  subgroup c o n s i s t s  o f  1 2  boxes o f  t h e  papers  o f  
Governor John M. Thayer, ar ranged i n  t h r e e  s e r i e s :  (1) 
General  Correspondence, 1886-1892; ( 2 )  App l i ca t ions ,  1886-
1892; and ( 3 )  Miscel lany,  1886-1892. 

T h i s  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  Governor 's  
o f f i c e  du r ing  t h e  admin i s t r a t i on  o f  John M. Thayer,  1886-1892. 
The bulk o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of  incoming and 








