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.Win for Ansett workers 
David Elias 

Ansett’s retrenched workforce 
has cwme a step closer to receiv- 
ing $200 niillion in entitlements, 
but it may still be months before 
the money is paid, if at all. 

The 15,000 workers won a sig- 
nificant victory in the Supreme 
Court yesterday. They must now 
wait for the appeal process to run 
its course to confirm the win. 

Justice Marilyn Warren ruled 
that the Ansett Australia ground 
staff superannuation plan had no 
priority over other creditors. 

The ruling gives the entire 
workforce, rather than a group of 
8000, first bite at money being 
held by Ansett’s administrators. 

J o i n t ad ni i n is t rat or Mark 
Korda, of the accountancy firm 
KordaMentha, said he was 
delighted by the ruling. 

“We have $200 million more 
to distribute to employees. It will 
be distributed as part of their 
employee entitlements rather 
than as superannuation,” he said 
outside court. 

Trustees of the superannu- 
ation plan had asked Justice War- 
ren to confirm that Ansett was 
obliged to top up the fund to 
cover a retrenchment benefit for 
members and give them priority 
over other creditors. Justice War- 
ren will make the order denying 
the argument when she returns 
to court on January 20. 
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