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Fukuoka Public Lecture: Nov. 29, 2000
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“Japan Open to Continental Asia’

The popularity of overseas tourism is said to be the only
thing that hasn't changed during the protracted economic
stagnation of the last decade. When we look at the boom in
overseas trips in recent years, we readily fall under the
illusion that freedom to travel abroad is a privilege of our
own age that was not enjoyed by our forebears. In fact,
however, for various historical reasons, overseas travel,
especialy travel to neighboring countriesin Asia, took place
on afairly large scale even before World War I1.

Take the examples of Hong Kong and Shanghai. Popular
sightseeing destinations today, they were ports of call for
regularly scheduled ship service aready in the waning years
of the Tokugawa shogunate. Many Japanese samurai and
merchants made arush for them. In “mixed settlements’ —
colonial urban structures—where both Chinese and West-
erners resided, alot of Japanese experienced real cultural
exchange for the first time, not only with the West, but also
with China. After the Meiji Restoration, quite afew Japanese
women, also, many of them so-called "Karayuki-san"
(women who went abroad as prostitutes), made their way to
these cities, and it is said that for atime such women seemed
to have half taken over the social world there.

To explain the relative ease of travel to al parts of Asiain
the prewar period, we can note that Japanese could go to
cities like Shanghai and Dalien (in most cases) without a
visa, but the most important reason was that a tourism
industry had been put in place in the late Meiji period.
Precisely because a modern system for travel, with the
Japan Travel Bureau(JTB) at its center, was performing its
functions smoothly, Japanese of different levels of wealth
and of all ages were able comfortably to sample the great
adventure of trips to Asian places.

The experience of Asian travel, especially East Asian
travel, brought spiritual “enrichment” to many Japanese in
away that differed greatly from that of a Western travel
experience. Thistook the form of heightened self-confidence
and expanded imaginative powers that had been nurtured in
encounters with different cultures in overseas locations.
These experiences were indispensabl e to the establishment
of asense of identity by modern Japanese. We can, | think,
situate Asian travel by Japanese since the |ate Tokugawa
era as extremely important journeys of the mind. Without
doubt, thistravel contributed to the construction of modern

Japan.

Fukuoka Public Lecture: Nov. 29, 2000

gboooooooogodno
“Japan Open to Asiaand Oceanid’

| have presented a new concept of “maritime

mEN O000oooo,0000
LIU Jianhui, Assoc. Prof., Nichibunken
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KAWAKATSU Heita, Prof., Nichibunken
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through the impact of maritime Asia on Europe and
Japan that modern civilizations emerged on both
extremities of Asia.

MaritimeAsaistheregion consisting of three main
parts: the Indian Ocean rim sphere, China Searim
sphere, and maritime Southeast Asiain between. The
Islamic civilization spread in the Indian Ocean rim
sphere, while the Chinese civilization did so in the
China Searim sphere, where Japan is located.

The West and Japan experienced production
revolutions in the 18th century. We can distinguish
two distinctively different types of production
revolutions: the industrial revolution that was
capital-intensive and labour-saving and which can
be typically observed in the 18th century Britain, and
theindustrious revol ution that was capital-saving and
labour-intensive and that took place in 18th-century
Japan. Both types had in common an imports-
substitution process for those goods which had been
brought from maritime Asia before then.

Maritime Asian regionswere subjugated in the 19th
century. But towards the end of the 20th century,
maritime Asia has re-emerged and is playing an
important role in making a Pacific regional economy.
Japan too should contribute to the prosperity of the
Pecific region.
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Public Lecture: Dec. 11, 2000

00000 0000,0000
YAMADA Shoji, Assoc. Prof., Nichibunken
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“Japonisme in a Digital Society”

Many hackersin North America have been influenced by
Japanese culture. For example, there are many Japanese
wordsin hackers jargon, such as, “zen,” “koan,” “samurai,”
and “godzilla” Consider also “open source software,” a
co-operative, voluntary development method of computer
software, which has attracted much attention as an excellent
way of development. The style of its creation resembles that
of “Hananomoto-renga,” which fascinated many peoplein
Kyoto inthe 13c, in that (1) it is created in a place that has
no relationship with “real-world” society, (2) everybody can
join the creation without disclosing their status or identity,
and (3) the activity of the people involved is extremely
enthusiastic.

Hackers create their software without asserting intellectual
property rights, in astyle similar to that of “renga.” Many
hackers have interest in Japanese culture. Is thisjust a
coincidence? “Hananomoto-renga’ rapidly declined under
the prohibition of the authorities. The culture of theinternet,
created in arenga-like spirit, is becoming linked to the “ real
world” through commercial uses, and intellectua property
regulation is gradually tightening. Perhaps we should learn
from history in order to make information society even
better.



Public Lecture: Dec. 11, 2000
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“Where the Information Society is Going”

The final decade of the 20th century saw an
outpouring of intellectual energy for the purpose
of preparing the foundation for information
infrastructure. What isreferred to as|IT (Infor-
mation Technology) underwent arevolution with
the spread of personal computer and Internet use.
This created a communication environment
hitherto unknown to mankind. It has brought
about variations in the form of communication
we have available. But not only hasit marked a
change in our private communication, there are
changes occurring in the settings of socid life.

For example, eCommerce has transformed
business to the point that broad changes in the
economic system are becoming apparent. The
IT revolution with its electronic business trans-
actions has given birth to the digital economy.
This system isforming new business model s that
call for restructuring social systems themselves.

In order to gain the mogt from this I T revolution,
Japan last fall passed the "IT Act." This law
defines the essence of IT and projects the
direction in which it should be used with in
Japanese society. Will this law be able to open
up the future for Japanese society?

Internet communication in fact has shaken the
foundation of our identity that supported the
structure of the modern self. When analyzing
the influences of 1T on society it is necessary to
place the human aspect within the scope of the
arguments.

Public Seminar: Jan. 27, 2001
gooooooon

“The World of Traditional Japanese Archery”
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AIBA Atsushi, Prof., Nichibunken
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YAMADA Shoji, Assoc. Prof., Nichibunken

In this seminar, we introduced the world of traditional
Japanese archery, which is not familiar to the general
public. The performers are members of the only lineage
that transmits the battlefield shooting technique. Before
the performance, Professor IRIE Kouhei of Tsukuba
University gave alecture on what traditional Japanese
archery is. After the lecture, Associate Professor MORI
Toshio of Tsukuba University demonstrated and
commented on “Koshiya-tanshin” shooting, and four
archers performed “Hikime” shooting and “Koshiya-
kumiyumi” shooting. They wore traditional armor and
shot their arrows while moving acrossthe stage. Finally,
we had adiscussion on “the tradition, science, and inter-
nationalization of Japanese archery.” In the discussion,
the current popularity of Japanese archery in the EU
countries was reported. The audience, who came to
Nichibunken in heavy snow, seemed to enjoy this rare
performance.
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Team Research Project: Jan. 25-Feb. 1, 2001
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James C. BAXTER, Prof., Nichibunken

In two seminars in January, scholars from this Center exchanged
information and interpretations with researchers overseas.

At the University of California at Santa Barbara, the focus was on
Chinese-Japanese mutual influences. Federico Masini (University of
Rome) delved into Sino-Western-Japanese lexical encounters and
creation of neologisms in the decades before and after 1600 and again
in the 19th century. Richard Lynn (University of Toronto) analyzed
the Riben zashi shi (Poems on Miscellaneous Japanese Subjects) by
Huang Zunxian, “the last great classical poet in the Chinese tradition.”
Posted in Tokyo as a Qing diplomat in 1877-82, Huang published
poems in 1879 and 1890 that reflect his growing appreciation of
Japan. Joachim Kurtz (University of Erlangen-Nuremberg) probed
scientific terminology in late-19th- and early-20th-century China,
tracing European and Japanese models for logical concepts. Kurtz's
linguistic study throws light on the history of the transmission of ideas
and methodologies. Joshua Fogel (UCSB) examined Japanese travelers
quest for traditional self-cultivation and material objects in 1860s
Shanghai. Liu Jianhui (Nichibunken) talked about Shanghai'srole asa
locus for an information network linking China, Japan, and the West
in the 19th century. “Modernity,” Liu showed, was forged in Shanghai
through interactions of missionaries, scholars, officials, and people
engaged in printing and publishing. Frederic Wakeman (UC Berkeley)
won universal admiration for his commentary on al the papers.

Texts viewed in historiographical perspective were the topic at the
University of Californiaat LosAngeles. Suzuki Sadami (Nichibunken)
proposed revision of conventional accounts of the development of the
historical discipline in “Reformulation of the Concepts of 'History'
and 'Historiography' in 19th-Century Japan: The Invention and
Publication of Histories Incorporating Social History and History of
the Humanities.” Michael Marra (UCLA) explored the modern
historiography of aestheticsin Japan in “Fields of Contention: Philology
(Bunkengaku) and the Philosophy of Literature (Bungeigaku).” Timothy
Kern (Nichibunken) treated Japanese stage-performance history in
“Kybgen and Kybgen Performers as Mediators of Power, History and
Culture.” Herbert Plutschow (UCLA) explored conjunctions between
history-writing and belief in revengeful spiritsin “Ideology and
Historiography: The Case of Sugawarano Michizanein the History of
the Heian Period.” Mark Meli (Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science post-doctoral fellow at Nichibunken) looked at 20th-century
uses of the notion of mono no awarein “ Aware as the Essence of Japanese
Literature: The Modern View.” Kinugasa Masaaki (Hosei University,
from April 2001) scrutinized several semina thinkersin 20th-century
Japanese aestheticsin “Modernism and the Imagining of Tradition.”

We expect to publish the papers from these seminars by the end of
fiscal year 2001.
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“Historiography and Japanese

Consciousness of Values and Norms’
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Symposium: Feb. 9-11, 2001
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“Japanese Studiesin Korea:

Views of Scholars Resident in Japan and Korea”

Last year, the Office of Research Exchange organized
asymposium for foreign scholarsresiding in Japan, with
the aims of facilitating connections between foreign and
Japanese researchers and heightening awareness of the
international, interdisciplinary research activities at this
Center. Thisyear, we held a second symposium in which
most participants were non-Japanese. This time we
concentrated our invitations on Korean scholars.

Strict adherence to the idea of bringing foreign resi-
dents of Japan together would have meant inviting only
researcherswho maintain Republic of Koreaor Democratic
People’'s Republic of Korea citizenship while living in
this country. To make this conference more international
and more interdisciplinary, we decided to include some
specidistsin Japanese studies from Korea and also some
Japanese scholars who focus on Korea.

We sought to identify every scholar who teaches about
Koreain afour-year institution of higher education in
Japan, and we sent aletter to each, inviting him or her to
participate and to make a presentation. Because the time
slot we had available for this symposium coincided with
the entrance examination season at Japanese universities,
regrettably, many responded that they could not attend.

In extending invitations to Korea, we decided to begin
with the scholars who contributed to Sixteen Cultural
Codes that Made Japan Powerful, acollection of essays
that has won much praise since its publication last year
in Seoul. Those scholars, we believed, could provide
much insight into the newest developments in Japanese
studiesin Korea.

When we convened from February 9 through 11, there
were sixty-eight of us—fifteen researchers from the Re-
public of Korea, twenty from the Korean-speaking
community in Japan, twelve Japanese scholars from
institutions other than Nichibunken, and twenty-one
regular or visiting faculty members from this Center.

Professor Kim Chun-mie, Director of the Center of
Japanese Studies at Korea University, delivered the key-
note address, outlining the history of research on Japan
in Koreaand identifying problems that Korean specialists
on Japan have. Those problems have been or dained by
the history of Japanese-K orean relations, and it hardly
needs saying that the past, along with present trends in
relations with North and South Korea, also has an
impact on Korean studies in Japan and affects exchange
with Korean scholars who do research on Japan.

Reports spread over the fields of history, cultural
anthropology, literature, and sociology. Presentations
analyzed the state of those fields or reported on individual
scholars own work. Time was too short to allow for full
discussion of everything that came up in presentations.
In the genera discussion on the final day, we ascertained
the need to hold more conferences of this kind to give
foreign resident scholars a forum for expressing their
views and to work toward resolution of some of the
problems that scholars currently face.
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SUZUKI Sadami, Prof., Nichibunken
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Academic Activities

January-March 2001

Nichibunken Team Research Projects

“Modernismin Kansai Japan: An Interdisciplinary
Research”

Organizer: SUZUKI Sadami

Jan. 13: OGAWA Junko, “Sword fighting in period
movies: 1920~1930" / SATO Kazuki, “Osaka is the
America of Japan: Kansai Modernism and its discourses’

“The Studies on the Science of Similarity and the
Information Culture of Mimicry”

Organizer: YAMADA Shoji

Jan. 13: SHIBAYAMA Mamoru, “ Similarity of Characters
in Historical documents and OCR” / HACHIMURA
Kozaburo, “ Similarity in images and content indexing”

“Courtiers and Warriors. a Comparative History of
Kingship and Courtesy”

Organizer: KASAYA Kazuhiko

Jan. 26: SUZUKI Tadashi, “Life cycle, annual ceremonies
and rituals of the Ottoman Sultanate” / CHIKUSA
Masaaki, “ The history of fuzen”

“Noh as Living Theater: A Multi-Faceted Study of
Yokyoku”

Organizer: Jay RUBIN

Jan. 22-23: Discussions on Genjo, Tsunemasa, Fujito
and Kurama Tengu.

March 26-27: Discussions on Eguchi, Koiomoni,
Yoroboshi. / “Weaving in Noh: Kureha and Nishikigi ”

“TheHistorical Formation and Transition of Horror
Culturein Japan”

Organizer: KOMATSU Kazuhiko

Dec. 15: KYOGOKU Natsuhiko, “ The popular concept
of yokai and its development”

Jan. 20: YUMOTO Koichi, “The bake-mono zukushi
emeki” / TSUJ Tadao, “Bake-mono emaki inthe Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston”

Feb. 27: DOI Hiroshi, “The yokai in Kyohabutae-
oritome” / NAITO Masatoshi, “Edo urban structures
hidden in Sanyutel Encho’s Kaidan” / HATTORI Y ukio,
“Performing the ghost in Kabuki”

“ Study of Heian-Jinbutsu-Shi”
Organizer: MITSUTA Kazunobu
Jan. 12-14, Feb. 27-28: Readings and Discussion

“Japanese Palitical Economy and Asian Countries’
Organizer: MURAMATSU Michio

March 3: TSUNEKAWA Keiichi, “Development and
Politics in Asian countries seen by an outside observer”
/ KUROIWA Ikuo, “Corruption and economic crisisin
Indonesid’ / MI'Y AKE Y asuyuki, “ Economic development
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and the role of the government in China”

“Figures and Places of the Sacred”

Organizer: YORITOMI Motohiro

March 9: Paul Sheldon GRONER, “Precepts and the
Sacred in Medieval Japanese Tendai” / FUJII Keisuke,
“The Japanese Home and Space for Pursuing the
Dharma’ / KATO Yoshiro, “The Place Where the
Standing Image of Amitabha Tathagata of Dainenji
Came Into Being” / SHIMA Iwa, “The Sacred in New
Religious Movementsin India: Holy Men of Buddhist
Descent”

“Interdisciplinary Studies on the Evolution of Weap-
ons: Archaeo-Historical Perspectives’

Organizer: ISHII Shiro

Jan. 27: NAKAJIMA Naomasa, KASAHARA
Tomoharu, “The power of the reconstructed bows:
results of experimentation (1)” / HOSOY A Satoshi,
“Characteristics of muscle application for drawing the
reconstructed bows’ / YAMADA Shoji, “The world
of traditional Japanese archery” / UNO Takao, “An
overview of the team research project.”

March 7: Y AMADA Shaji, “Analysis of the bow string
sound made by reconstructed bows’ / KASAHARA
Tomoharu, “Result of experiments made on the
reconstructed bow and arrow”

“‘Discovering’ Japan in 19th Century: I mages of
Other Culturesin Travel and Travel Writings’
Organizer: SHIRAHATA Yozaburo

Jan. 27: CAl Dunda, “Meiji Japan Seen from the Eyes
of Chinese Intellectuals: Rereading Travel Journals’ /
SHIRAHATA Y ozaburo, “Beijing travel ogue’

Feb. 17-18: INOUE Shoichi, “ Chrigtianity and Buddhism:
16cthrough 19¢” / SHIRAHATA Y ozaburo, “An overview
of the three-year research project”

“Crisis Management and Preventive Diplomacy”
Organizer: KIMURA Hiroshi

Mar. 25-26: Final meeting. All team members are to
come together to discuss publication of the results of
this project in the form of a collection of articles. The
project volume, tentatively entitled The Study of Inter-
national Crises: Crisis Management and Preventive
Diplomacy, isto be published during fiscal year 2001.

“Japanese Cultural Life from the Viewpoint of
Absence and Reverse-Absence Theory”

Organizer: SONODA Hidehiro

Feb. 3: Bart GAENS, “Does Japanese soccer have a
counterpart?’ / INOSE Naoki, “ Rethinking Nihon-koku
no Kenkyu”
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Nichibunken Forum (in Japanese)

#136: Feb. 6: Bart GAENS (Lecturer of Nichibunken)
“Millionaire’ sMountain: A Comparative View of Early
Modern Business Organization in Japan and Europe”
0o00o0—0000000000—0

#137: March 6: Paul S. GRONER (Prof. of Univ. of
Virginia, U.S.A. and Visiting Prof. of Nichibunken)
“What are Buddhist Precepts ?” 000000000
ooo

Nichibunken Thursday Seminar (in Japanese)

#1180 0000000000000000000
000000 vsS. 0000000000000 oo0oo
00 0[SONODA Hidehiro, Prof. of Nichibunken,
“Chulalongkorn Univ. VS. Thammasat Univ.: Which
is‘the Todai of Thailand’ 7]

#38.Feb. 15: 000000000000 OOOOOOO
000000000000 00[CAI Dunda, Visiting
Assoc. Prof. of Nichibunken, “ Gardensin Buddhist and
Taoist Templesin Chinaand their influence in Japan”]

Nichibunken Evening Seminar (in English)

#56: Jan. 11: Pavel M. DOLUKHANOV (Reader in East
European Archaeology, Department of Archaeology,
Univ. of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK and Visiting Prof.
of Nichibunken) “When and How North-Eastern Asia
Was Populated by Modern Humans?”

#57: Feb. 8: Paul GRONER (Prof. of Religious Studies
of Univ. of Virginia, U.S.A. and Visiting Prof. of
Nichibunken) “Reflections on the Role of Buddhist
Preceptsin Medieval Japan”

#58: March 1: Wolfgang SCHAMONI (Prof. of
Universitaet Heidelberg, Germany and Visiting Prof.
of Nichibunken) “ Autobiography in the Edo-Period—
Forms and Functions’

Visitors

Jn. 11:0000000000000000000000
ggooooobbobboboobooooooooogo
gooooosg

Feb. 5: 00000000120000000000 [The
Japan Foundation]

Feb. 19: Mr. Greg SHERIDAN (Foreign Editor of
Weekend Australian, Australia)

Comings and Goings

Completion of Terms

Visiting Professors

Pavel DOLUKHANOV, Univ. of Newcastle upon Tyne,
UK (Aug. 2, 2000-Feb. 1, 2001)

Jay RUBIN, Harvard Univ., U.SA. (June 1, 2000-March
31, 2001)

Wolfgang SCHAMONI, Universitét Heidelberg, Germany
(Oct. 1, 2000-March 31, 2001)

Visiting (Associate) Professors
000000000000 0[CAI Dunda, Tongji Univ.,
China] (April 5, 2000-March 31, 2001)

JSPS Research Fellows
Mark MELI, Kansai Univ., Japan (March 10, 1999-Feb.
9, 2001)

New Appointments

Visiting Professor

Ekkehard MAY/, Univ. of Frankfurt (March 1, 2001-Feb.
28, 2002)

0O O0oooooooo [CAl Fengshu, Shandong
Univ., China] (March 1, 2001-Feb. 28, 2002)

Visiting (Associate) Professor

Barbara MIRIELLO, Center for Inner Work, U.S.A.
(March 1, 2001-Feb. 28, 2002)

O
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Oooo00oO0O0OO0OD0O000OO0OO0OO0OO0OOCOOO0OD0O0O

Invitation to Apply for Visiting Scholar Positions
Nichibunken invites applications for Visiting Scholar positionsin the following categories: (1) Persons proposing to conduct research on
Japanese culture in cooperation with a Nichibunken faculty member; (2) persons proposing to plan, organize and conduct a one-year team
research project; and (3) persons proposing to participate in an existing team research project that has announced an opening for a Visiting
Scholar. For details concerning these positions and the application process, please consult the Nichibunken web site or contact us at the

Office of Research Exchange.

Office of Research Exchange
The International Research Center for Japanese Studies (Nichibunken)
3-2 Oeyama-cho, Goryo, Nishikyo-ku, Kyoto 610-1192 JAPAN
Phone: 075-335-2237 Fax: 075-335-2239 Home Page Address: http://www.nichibun.ac.jp

sguduboobouoooonooboboooon
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