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METAL FROM CRASHED UFO?

John F. Schuessler

Did a cigar-shaped unidentified flying object really crash
near Aurora, Texas, on April 19, 18977 Some people believe the
whole story was a fabrication by 8. E. Hayden, a local cotton.
buyeri while others are reasonably sure the tragic accident
really occurred.

Investigators for the Mutual UFO Network, headquartered in
Seguin, Texas, have untcovered evidence that raises doubts about
the hoax theory.

Sightings of strange airships were reported all across the
United States during the spring of 1897. The Aurora incident was
just another UFG sighting; but with an unpusual twist. It
resulted in the allegation that an object crashed and left debris
as proof of the event.

RBill Case, a state director for the Mutual UFO0 Network,
discovered family members of the original witnesses were ready to
tell what happened that memorable day. Mrs. Mary Evans, about 15
years o0ld at the time, said her mother and father went to the
crash site and told her how the airship had exploded and that the
pilot was torn up and killed in the crash. He was a small man
and was buried later that day in the local cemetery by the men
of the town.

Jim Stephens told his son Charlie how the nose of the
airship hit the windlass.over the water well on Judge J. &,
Proctor™s farm causing a chain reaction explosion. The +flash
followed by a fire was visible for more than three miles.

Investigators have reconstructed the events of the s=ighting
and located thi crash site. Using sophisticated metal detecting
equipment and guided by the eyewitness accounts thay retrieved
pieces of metal of various siztes and tyvpes. Hi1ll Case said "from
all indications there was definately an euplosion. The pattern
exstablished by metals recovered indicates the craft eixploded on
the lower right side first blowing bits and pieces over a two or
three acre area east and northeast of the well site on top of &
rocky limestone hill. Immediately, the rest of the craft
exploded throwing other samples to the north and west."

Although it is difficult to determine which samples may have
resulted from the crash, as compared with debris left by people
living on the farm during the past three—guarters of a century,
some of the samples were unigue.

- - One piece, thought to be a structural member of some kind,
was analyred by a major U, 5. lavoratory with exciting results,.
AN electron dispersion k-ray analvoer was used to identify the

elements found in the sample. Only aluminum with a trace of iron
could be detected.

The sample was retrieved from a location about 100 feet west
of the well site beneath jour inches of soil., It was lodged
directly against the face of the limestone roclt and cornformed to
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the exact configuration of the stone, indicating it was in a near
molten state when it penetrated the earth and hit the rock where
it cooled.

X-ray fluorescence analysis determined the sample to be free
of =zinc. This fwas an unexpected finding, since the samples
retrieved from the east of the well site contained =zinc. The
soft w-ray spectrographic analysis verified the high purity of
the aluminum, the inclusion of iron, and the absence of capper.
This also is an anomaly, because commercial aluminum alloys that
contain iron usually contain copper.

Photomicrographs of the sample shows the presence of large
grains, indicating the sample is stress—free and has gone through

a melting and cooling stage. Details of the analysis provide
additional «¢lues as to how the material was constructed, the
nature of the crystalline structure. and unusual purity. All

this is consistent with the allegation that an ochject exploded
spewing debris in all directions, impacting with a tremendous
force.

Investigators were able to locate a crude headstone marking

a grave in the local cemetery. Metal detecting equipment gave
the same readings at the gravesite as they did where the metal
was found. The marker and the detector readings seemed to be

sufficient for investigators to demand the opening of the grave
and exbumation of the pilot’s body. Local citizens didn™t agree.
They blocked opening of the grave. Soon thereafter the headstone
vwas removed and the grave left unmarked and anonymous.

Ferhaps the people of Aurora were afraid their
longstanding popularity would be diminished if tha grave were
cpened and science proved the whole event was a hoan. Oon the

otherhand, what 1if the grave did hold the remains of an alien
pilot? At this time the-investigators files hold sufficient
evidence to cast reasonable doubt on the hoax theorvy.
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FPhotograph of metal sample found
100 feet west of the alleged
crash site.

Electron dispersion x-ray analyzer
finds only alumipum andg iron in
Aurora, Texas metal sample
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Dr. J. Allen Hynek, chalrman, Department of Astronoay,

Northwestern Unlvcrsity, “vanston, Ill.

‘,ﬂiﬁ;;:;r H. Andrus, Jr, executive director, iidwest Unidonmiified

Fholl

Fying Cbject Network, Quincy, Illinecis.

Bill case, Texas btate Directo: -~ lWUFCH, and aviation writer
The Dallas Times Herald, rallas, Texas

FE: Investigetion of reported crash of UFQO April 19, 1867, in Aurora, Tcxas
in which the pilot was dismembersd "determined to be not an inhabitant
of this world" and hie alleged burial in Aurora Cemetery,

Fros our long association with this investigation it aovpea.s it will
loglcally break down int: two phases ”endefgw,?

Phase I ~~ The c¢rash -- which we believe/could be estsblished uith the

ingice a tree

SN e

metal reports from Dr. CGary Han. and Dr. Tox @Gray of Ijorth
Texas State University used as theg keystone.

We also hav@ the testimony of three "second gensration”
individquals such as lirs, fa:y (Grandma) Evans ol Newark;
Mr. C. C. (Charlie) stephens of rural Aurcra, and €. G.
Curley of nearby Lewisville, Tcxas,

Thelr storles a.e told in the clippings you already have

in hand, Both I’r, Stephens and lirs, &vans, Wwho lived in Aurora
at the time of the ciash, aseert certainty as far as the
crash of an "unknown type of airship" at the well site on
Judge J.5. Froctor's place in the north end of the yi-lage.
Curley has only second hand report. from friends who went to
Aarora frow Lewlsvi®le after hcaring of the crash, .

Others such as the owners of the property now, I'r, Lrawlsey
Oates, his w fe, Bonnie, and Aurora Gown ¥arshall H.kK, Idell
all tell the same thing in essence : "lle belleve sometihing
crashed there, {fe've heard the story ail our lives and the
investigations by "UFON and reporters plus test of zome of
the many metals b ar this out. i

411 1ifelong residents of Aurc:a are still dublious on the
existence of the p'lot but agree the only way to tell would be
to exhume the grave In Asuro:a Cemetery.
In addition, high quality metal detectors show at one time
some small pieces of zeigl had bem litterally "blasted" into
the bare limestone rock outcropping-whilch surround the well,
And our detcectors have located a plece of metal now shant tus
jdentified as an Cak "at lcast 100 years old"
exbedded in th center of the iree about 4 fe 1 above ground
level slightly over 100 foe. from vhers the UFQ reportedly
oxploded. -

Radigtion level checks at both the s8ite and grave in the
cemetery show readings are "normel" for this arese of lorth
Texas,

[ AT aYiendh |
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UFO <& 4EERA FEPOIT —- PAGE 3
PHASE 1 (Cont.)

The amounti of metal which appears to have been through an explosion
of some great intensity is enormous. Jagged bits or thin steel, some
¢ast lron and 2inc in addit’on to the aluminum alloy samples can be
detected and dug up every few inches in a two to three acre area -
especially northeast and east of the reported crash site,

The story now BX 76 years old is an accepted part of local lore, But
Atrora’s inhabitant's are divided in their bellefs, However, none of
the many residents we talked to 1n Aurora, Rhome.lewark and on farms
and ranches in the area scotfed at the 1ldea of a crash, They are
hestitant on the matter of the pilot.

Wh'le no 1living resident inhabitent of Atrore who either visitced
the crash site in person or saw the pilcet's body can be found we
learned that both Judge Proctor and Correspondent wee"fun seckers®
at times and not necesgsarily sbove embelkishing the report of the
crash by spicing it up with a repcrt ot a body.

In the case or the aluminum a&lloy sample investigated by Dr, Hand
we dug thlis up at a depth of about 4 inches REMXAXN 1mmediatly under
by %W to three inches some badly corroded pleces of steel, zinc and
cast ircn. The aldminum was on the bottomr in an area which has never
be=pn tilled for farming or used for other purposes except ccolsional
cattle grazing. It is too rockey and the scil so poor little except
prickly pear cactus and a few <Weeds cen @xist there,

Both $ates and Marshal ldell tell us that plece of lend nust be about
the same as it was in 1820, "It aln't no good for nuthin,” iz thelr
comment,

lioat of the metal recévered from the well by liarshal 1dell when he
helped clesn and cap it in 1845 is extremely co:roded, Some 1s so far
gone bits of iron have lost thelr magnetism through age and long
exposure to both water, earth and the chemicals of a chicken yard.

The interesting samples obhtained including those teated by Dr. Hand
and Dr, Gray came from metal outside the chicken coop at dep®s of 4 to
7 inches below the surface,

Through constant contact with residents of the area we have broken
through their usuaily taclturn attptude and now find the conscrsus
is "there probably was a UFO crash --- but we can't be sure about a
pilot.” Sevem point out they hav- heard the crash report "all our
lives" but add no ono mentioned the pilot as reported by $.E., Hayden
and Judge Proctor in a small type of local newspaper he was putting
out at the time. The only orliginal Aurors ne. spaper had folded from
laok of business as half the inhablitanis of Adrora died of typhold
fever the winter before thggraah, the cotton crcp failed and the
expected construction of a Pa lroad into Aurora went broke all within
12 months,

{more)
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UFO FERQT --- Page 3
PHASE I (Cont,) -

om out limited experience in UFO hunting we believe by putting
all ig these pieces together we cen establish Phase 1 , The Crash , with

a high degree of certalnty and credibility.

PHASE II --- The Pilot, His Grgve and Unique "UFO" Carved Headstone.

In thle respect we fe~l the evidence is less cortain althougn it
has some very intercsting correlations.

our tle-in to the crash site 1s that w~ get the samwe good metal
detector decibel reading in a 2%-foot dieameter circle at the grave
site, that we 4id from the aluminum allioy sample analyzed by Dr,
Band,. 1 sav Dr, Gray's sample and it nas consid-rably different.
He analyzed a RINXX flat ha:d Jagged "flake" sbout 1 inches lopg
4-inch wide and as thin as.a piece of Xerox reproduction paver,

Dr. Hand analyzed aluminum forged into a "nugget" by intense h at.,

The grave site was given to us on a "tip" by two old friends of a
89 y-ar old Aurora man seriously 1.l with hsart trouble, His family
would not allow us to interview him for fear of causing amother
attack,

He sent word as follows: "You are looking at the wrong grave, Look
for thess landmarks --- & huge old gnarled oak tree over 200 years
old just south of the south entrance road in the old pe:tion.of tho
four plote of the original cemetery, A large natural bee hive has
been in it for yecars, Below the south side oi the tree under the
brancheqhﬂgygpg_srave with an unusual carving on it."

Thess instructions were accurate to the letter, U~ found the grave
the tree, hees nost and the odd carving on the stone which appsars
to be a rough hand cgrved outline of a cigar~shaped UFO (reported
in the area at the time) on the west face of it, See this in the
photos which established the site by showing both the treeo, gnave
stone and in close-ups the carving on it which appears to be a UFQ.

There 18 s-me smntizment against "digging up the grave” in the
comaunity but the authenticity of the stcne havzybeen there 65 to
70 years has been verifrled &¥ many old residents who told us "we
noticed those marks but didn't attach any pa-ticular eignificance to
them., These people were children o« not yet born at the time of the
crash, However, the stone is deflnately a8 long-t me part ol the
cemetery landscape., ;

thile there 1s an intriguing tie~in here between th- crash site .
and grave we feel it may not be sufficlently sirong encugh to convince
a court to order exhumation without more sclentific pr @f.

And we could not finance an expenslive drawn out court battle if he
Aprora Cemetery Association might chose to fight the exhumation as
esome few (but very few) dlehards have iIndlcategd,



UFO FEFTIT - page 4

PHASE II (Cont),

Naturally in view of these facts the inclination (o seck an exhumation
order 1s very strong, especially if 1t would prove scientifically the
people of Aurora did bury a pillot from outer spsce.

While we do not know how these pilotts are physically cons.ructed, we
believs the metal detector signals are coming from remmants oi' his
unifors which mzy have had s me type of metelic covering and metal
equipment he was wearing. If a dismenbeied body wase recovercd it was

. 8imply piled into cemvas or grailn mill sacking and buried in a grave
between 3 to 5 feet decp, That was the standa@d depth in thosc days
according to llarshall Idell, We believe no rough box or casket of
any kind was used, During that period meny of the communities residents
were simply wrapped in a blanket and lowsred into a rocky grave,

SUIALY CORCLUSICHN:

Dr. Hend's netal analysis 1s most important and the other facts simply
ald in sustalning the belief that a UF0 crashed at Judge Proctor's well.

We aleo have a Xerox copy of 8. E. Hayden's original sto.y as published
in the Dallas Homing News, Although investlzation shows the T. L.
eoms, Hayden lidemtified &s U,5. Signal ofiice In Aurora also turns
out to be the town blacksmith'at the time this dual occupation woukd
not be unusual in Texas, Aurcra was still a frontier pioneer commundty
at the time, Burials were carried out by parties madc up of men df
ghe cormunlity who all aided in digging the grave and pertorming the
urials,

We cheek the Cemetery Association, the local church and other sources,
Actuaily other than an incomplete recording ot the grave plots owned
by familles iIn whileun up to 16 or 12 menbers ol a famlly are intered
there are no individual records teliing who 1s bur ed vheore.

The plot in which the UFO pllot's grave 1s located has no owner of recoqd,

The photos which Earl Watts shall bring with him Friday will help in
establishing the location anf giving you an 1dea of the terrain and
setting. .

Regretfully, howsver, we now believe although there 18 a detinate
possibility the reported pilot is In the grave we are not going to

get it exhumed without a fight in court. And bearing in mind that this
is an intensely religlious communlty and the cemetery ls th~ one in which
the ancestors of tod,y's residenis are buried they have a very vested
intercet againat disturbing it.

{more)
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Nothing is sore tempting that trying io exhume that grave as Hayden
Hewza proposec to do one Saturday morning without a couri order o:
approval ot anyonc connected with the Aurera Cemetery dsscelation,

His latest so-called press reoleases have boen vwidely intreproted here
eapecially on radic and TV that "this ccnclusion finishes off the
Aurora UFO hunt,”

Qur final hepe 18 that the hundreds of psapers wo distributed in
Aurora, Rhome and Hewark (all of which bury in the same cemetery)
will urge some resident into coming up with a giknnffikd  genuine
netal sample, dlary entry or even a bible notation. Unfortunately
the church has kept no records on past burials and the Cenmetery
Association has devotsd 1te effo.tc to kXceping the graveyard neat,
clean and well-kepi.

This =rall group of three towns and the coimunity around it is
unique in that the third znd fou:rth generations continue to live
there, And ir they do leav® they return out of homesickmess., It is
en extremely close=knit &ar<a in which intermarriage botween the
early familles have made every third resident a third or fourth
cousin o1 almoat everyone else and there 1s a cohesive spirt in the
community that cannot be ignored,

I hope this helps £ili in the gaps. Arter you have had an opportunity
to study it, see Haycen's original story and rclated reposts in
Xerox copies ol ths original 1BS7 paper plus the photlos we are
sending to Xangas City for your conference during the [UFON annual
meeying, you have any additional questions pleas~ call me. I shall
adviss =arl Watis where I can be reach~d at your convenionce,

B (Zse

Bill Case
June 11, 1973
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THE DALIAS TIMES HERALD

214/744-6111
PO BOX 5445
1101 PACIFIC AVE /DALLAS TEXAS 75202

June 16, 1973

-

Mr. Yalter H. 4ndrus, Jr.

Executive Director - .
MUFON

L0 Christopher Ct. .
Cuiney, Illinois 62301

Dear i/alt:

Je have sent off samples for analysis gathered June 12 at the
durora wel. site by Mr. Geprge Fayfield to the chief physicist at the
University of Calgary in 4alberta, Canada --coortesy of 4tlantic Richfield
011l Company -- both are anonyrmously intercsted in the project and
U.'0s in general as well as another slice of the same piece to John
Bchuessler in O0'Fallon as you requested,

The enclosed metal part of some trp- of equipment was given to
us by Mike Fo*tler, KR 1, Box Q, Iot 250, llesquite, Texas 75149,

We would not bhe interested in it except none of the farmers, ranchers
or other buffs around the area can recogrniZe it as a pidce coming Irom -
fa~p eq. ipment, household a'pliarces or anything else. And the composition
se2ms to be at least an aluminum alloy. It was not burned or melted by
high heat as all of the other suspect 6 ieces have bcen. However, it is
introguing since Foriler found thils buried in the ground within the
erash pattern of metal fragments we recovered Zast and Northeast of the
well. His Phone Number in event vou should neced it is : 4rea 214 20L6-7085.

Perhaps you can ret someone to recognize this, We have not received a
Xerox copy of the metal analysis from our friend in Fort Jorth . Hope he
was ahle to get one oft to Dr. Hynek. However, GD is extremely busy trying

to keep its head above water,

We have all of the resident's t stimony on tape. We met with District
Judge W,4, Hughes in Decatur, Uise County, who would sit on the case if
MUFON applied for an exhumation order. At the moment until MUFON moves the
Board of Directors of the Aurora Cemetery Association have "“absolulely
no comment." They won't even answer our calls or come to the door when
we go to their homes in Rrome near Adurorz. They obvicusly do intend
to oppose an exhumation order.

Barl wgtt

Having the UFO gravemarker stolen didn't help the cause. §agk¥
our firendly competitor HH who promised "to ruin our investigation" 1is
using it as a dror sto or paper wei ht. personally I don't know. There

weve hippies in the cemetery last Sunday who caused trouble.

Gegards, ééE?

Bill
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S PHONE 512/379-9216

MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.
Tha Scientific Investigotion
of Unidentitied Flying Objects

WALTER H ANDRUS, JR 103 Qlciowne Road
Intemational Director Seguin, Texas TR155U S A
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“at the surora, “exas well crash site of a rerorted UFC by llr. Georg

L
1HE DALI4S TIMES HERALD ™0

214/744-6111 - s’
P.O. BOX 5445 J 'U ‘

1101 PACIFIC AVE./DALLAS, TEXAS 75202

June 16, 1973

{
; /M ;s 4&‘”
Mr., John F. Schuessler \j() % §
0

.0, Box 9

0'Fallon, Kissouri 63366 Udé‘ - S JJ/

Jegar John: ! a’ dy‘
D John: | \ % ?h

Bnelosed is a slice of the metal samrle recovered June 12, 1973,

Layfield. I'm sure 7210 &ndrus has told you about ithis. It jis tne
largest and latest recovered. Yne enclosed nove and diagram dgncribes
it.

This differs guite drastica“ly frow the aluninum a*loy nuraoets e
naé analyzed in that ther vere thrown furthsr in an o) rosite direction
and metled complevel” into small "nugget" form. Ye zot those at b-inches
beneath samples of iron so old it had demagnatised at 3 inghes witn» hits
and pieces of twisted and town steel and zinc at higher ievels.

From all indications there was definately an explosion. The pattern
gstablishe’ by retals rccovered indicates “he craft exrloded on the
lower right side Tirst blowing bits and picces over 2 two to three acre
area east and northeast of tne wvell site on top of a roary limesione hill,
Inmediatly the rest of Lhe craft cxrlod~d throrine other samples to
the north and west. [or some rea:son sincce the U0 wa- reported traveling
north according to C.C. (Charlie) Stephen’s siory as told te hinm by
his father, Jim, who was an eye~witness the nosc hit first on fthe windlass
causing a chain reaction cxplosion to feollow. It "7as casily visible &as a
Wflash"™ followed by a fire from more than thrce miles.

I have no idea what this plece 1s. Ye described in the attached notes:
how MMr. George llayfield of aurora recovered it at the L-irch level
with configuration exacily wmatehing the forration of the rock. 5re side
marked with red dot. This indi:atcs to us it was almost at the molten
point and even after it hit the rock ran downrard from gavity force
cause the picce to almost lose its shape. It has two straisht sides. tne
third side of ths trianvle is bvorr and"hurhled® as i+ by heat. 1% ras
huried by force througin the ecarth and storred by ihe rock.

Any analysis help you can give us on this will be of great assistance,

ﬁgizfiggards,
. 9
1 &(é

Bill Cazse
&viction Uriter
IJFCH 3State Director for Texas
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Samples from lir. George l'ayfield to Dr. H. Rov Ero Physi

s « 1. > S Dept
University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, C é Ouse, nrelcs DYe
Schuessler‘ P.O. Box , OtFallc’)n’ IIO. 65362118 a T‘._I‘l lN'LF al'ld T;I‘. JOhn Fo
DALLAS TIMES HEZRALD, 13101 Pacific &ve,, Dallas Texos, 75205

NOTE: Regarding enclcsed sample of metal recovered at roportcd sife of

UFO which is sald to have crashed in Auréra, Texas, 4pril 19, 1897.

The enclosed plece was recovered by Mr. Jeorge ayfield, June 12,1973
approximately 100 feet west of the well site where the UFO reportedly
collided with a8 windlass over the well and aexploded.

Metal has heer found over a two-three acre area buricd as deep as
17 inches in the ground.

This particular sample was dug out by Mr. Mayfleld vsing a metal
detector at a depth of W=inches below the surface., It was lodgsed
directly against the face of the limestone bedrock.

VMr. Mayfield reports the side with the small red dot conformed to
the exact configuration of the stone. I'¢ believes 1t was In an almost
molten condition and was alreaily flowing downward {ror force of graviyr
as it penetrated the earth hit the rock and then cooled.

nurrets
This is somewhat heavier than the aluninum alloy ¥HIiE8€T {807
aluminum, 19 > z!ne. with traces of other retals and a very tiny
amount of carbon) picked up east of the well site 200 feebt at a
depth of about Y=inches and found below sonre badly corcroded iron,
0l@ steel scraps and zine located in an a~ra avonl wo feet in dlaneter
The nu~gests were given a complete anulysis by a U.S. airerafy
manufacturer.

A diagranm of the piecc recovered by ir. Mayfleld indicates it might
have neen a slructurul member of some sort. The dttached Diagram

Illistrates,
2%5/4/ ngfﬁaﬁ_

2311 Cese
dviation dWriter
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Note: Re Metal éamples recovered at 4durora , Texas, reported UFO crash site.
ff? Diagranm indicates piece unearthed by Mr. George Mayfield. It is the largest
* “such piecs recovered Thus ¥X far. 4side frow have two straight sides it also
has what were EI¥KXX either rivet or screw holes In the coraer.

.- The ‘dlagram indicates how 1t melted out of iis original formation upon.
.. contact with the bedrock: ' , "

W

. . =Y
e
h 3-/6‘_""“—f'“€#
7,( - 'S‘quare Coy
k= b 'I‘\AG -\;,D‘ gy C"’\:'s h ] '? r
bole - AT 1€ bule o Jop
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Bill Case

Aviation Writer

. Dallas Times Herald
Cove el . | 1101 Pacific 4ve.
L - + - Dallas, Texas 75205
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Sunday, July 8, 1973

_Memo to Walt Andrus:

RE: Publiz Medla Report on Aurora UF0 INVESTIGATICN

Dear wWalt:

Arrangements have been completed for you to stay with Earl Watts and
his wife during your Dallas vislt at 515 Falling Leaves Drive, Duncanville,
Phone : AC 214 298-1523,

A Complete

file of all Times Herald storiee and all photos available

will be awaiting you here, However, we are enclosing the lateat two to bring

you up-to-date,

At the moment we have these;

PROS: 1 ~

Physical evidence at the reported crash site on Brawley
Oates homestead of an "explosion" with a dispersion pattern.
This was arrived at by cataloging where the various metals
were recovered from the earth at varlous depths ranging from
one to 17-inches,

Prelininery analyses of the metals which show:

100% pure tin fecovered by Fred Kelley, & professional
treasure hunter of Corpus Christi, and analyzed by Americsan
Smelting Co., Both Kelley and the company's sclentists could
gbve any reason why "pure tin" should be found there.

The analysis of the aluminum alloy nuggests carried out by
Dr. Gary Henderson &t General Dynamics which you have,

Analysis of the samples John Schuessler has in the works in
St,. Louis, M Ponnell ~ Pruglac

And by the time you arrive we will have a "prelimineyy"” on

the metals sent to Prof. Williap A, Funkenbusch who has
enllisted the expert faculty at Michigen Technologlcal University
(widely known as Michigan Tech.) in Houghton, Michigen.

He received samples of at least five different types of
metaks recovered in the dispersion pattern at the reported
exploaion site,

Statement by C.C, (Charlie) Spephens, of Aurora, thet his
father, James Sgephens, was "an eye-witnesa to the crash of
an airship on the crash site," Mr, Stephens, however, holds
firmly that his trather mentioned no body in connection with
the crash although he d4id no$ visit the scene until thenext
day after Correspondent H{.E, Hayden reported it was buried
in Aurora Cemetery,



X8t- add Memo to Walt Andrus

ADD PROS: 4 - Statement by Mrs, Mary Evans, 91, now of yewark, Texas, who
lived in Aarora at the time oi the incldent that she recalls
her family and frienas talking about the crash, although she
{(being only 11l) wasn't allowed to go to the scene.

5 -

Mrs, Evang told us on the mecond interview "a plece of the
alrcrait was stuck up as a marker,"S5ays a body was recovered.

We bellieve she also told this to Hayden Hewes, We believe

it wae thlis metal either shoved further into the grave or
broken oft by vandals which gave ug the strong detector
readings at the grave betfore the metal was stolen, We have
sound f1lm of detector tests over the grave attesting to the
exletance of a metal signal in the hands ot Channel 13, Dallas,
which we assume will want to interview you,.

As a Public Brosadcasting Station they have tollowed the
probe closely and have extensive film footage.

5 -~ The existencé of the now stolen UFQ grave stone with its
unique design cut into it roughly Recorded in photos.

Realdents of Aurora , including Town Marshall H.R, Idell, tell
us this grave markes witly its unusualuéelgn 1s known to have
been in place there "at least 65 to 70" years and probably
longer. Obviously this was no "fake."

& - Correspondent Hayden's story had "holes in it" as far as detall
of facts are concerneé. However, it cannot be divorced trom
the fact 1t was "one of more than 500 Alrship sighting reporte*
published in Dallas and Fort Worth newspapers from April 14 thru

An otten asked question is "what happened to the reported
pllot's log written in hieroglyphics ?" No mention of it
can be found other than in H.E. Hayden's original story.

CONCLUSION: These facts add up to the bellef that some type of unidentified
“airship" did crash on Judge J.S. Proctor's homestead., and thls
much ot Correspondent Hayden's story can be accepted on the
evidence., Whether is. was extraterresgtrlal or not who can prove
it 2

We discussed metalse found on the moon wWith Apllo 16 Astronaut
John Young ( Capt. UBN) who told us they round "“no unusual
metaks on the moonm ---only unusual combinations of already
known elements lncluding iren, nickel, copper, aluminum. But
no "exotic" items such as titanium,

The one element "iron" keeps cropping up. Dr. Tom Gray,a
North Texas State University physicice professor, recovered
gsore non-magnetic iron., we also did and compared the pileces
side-by-side in hils laboratory. From all appearances they
appeared "identical" gnd he issued a press release on his own
saying he found metals recovered at the site "puzzling."

Thi= ia all he has EBM#H contributed thus far.
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2nd Add Memo to Walt Andrus

Add Conclusion:

MUFON and Times Herald investigators were the firsi to
locate the unusual grave in Aurora Cemetery with the UFO
headstone. However, other than the design on the stone our
only solld connetion was the metal detector declbel readinge
which matched those of the metal John Schuessler 1s now
having examined.,

CONS: ---- The A@rora Cemetery Assoclatlon has reacted as we expected them
to in reply to an oifer by MUFON to supply sclentiste to conduct
exhumation of the body with no public or reporters present.Only
Earl Watte was to attend to represent MUFON and the public, I
was NG going to attend.

Being so strongly agalnst any sclentitic explanation ot the
incident they attempted to ignore it completely hoping "it would
Just go away" because thw "hoax" story has been kicking around
for 76 years,

It didn't and this investigatlion went much further than any ot

the many others which preceded it, It also went on for four

months where many ot the others we discoverdd were simply "cursory"
tours ot the crash slte area with apparently no attempts made to
locate a grave in the cemetery or witnesses in the communities

of AdrorgmRhome and Newark all burying in this cemetery,

Ahout 60 per cent of the Alrora residents are adamant the whole
thing was a "hoax." Another 20 per cent question the write ofr

a8 a complete "hoax," The remaining 20 per cent believe "something
happened there," but they don't know what,

Glen McCrary, president oi the cemetery associsation, 15 a leader
of the "hoazx" belfvers .

We can go no further in Aftrora, Amd viewed in one context pecrhaps
this works to MUFON's advantage, It leaves us "deducting” from
incomplete intormation blocked by the association's closing the
cemetery to investigators and refusing the "secret" exhumation,
They akso 20 obviously locked the barm atter the horse was stolen
(grave stone stolen and grave broken into and metal taken) that

I think we could state with assurance:

"We can't prove all of Hayden's story. The cemetery association
has blocked that. But all evidence, testimony and months ot
discussion during investigation conclusively indicate: 1- An
explosion of major proportions and likely that of an unknown
alrcratt which was seen by eye-witnesses, And then there is
the matter ol the mystery grave, No one can aeny the exlisatence
ot the old stone with 118 unusual marking resembling the UFO0s
reported in the area at the time and the existence of metal
in the grave which was stolen but gave off ldentical detector
decibel readings as recoverea metal samples at the crash site.”

X (more)



3rdegdad> MEMO to Walt Andrus

Add CONS:

"Thus, in view of the evidence we cannot label H.E, Hayden's

story & hoax in every detail, "

It may have been embellished (i.e. the pilot's log in unknown
symbols) , but, too much evidence exists pointing to an alrcratt
explosion and crash and the co-inclaence 6i the mystery grave
established as being there these many years by ploneer residents
Jpadds to the credibility of Hayden's story."

If Hayden had created a "hoax" it would have been virtually
impossible for him to create as durable a one as this story has
turned out to be., Also, & hoax of these proportions would have
been 8o elaborate to prepare and carry off it would have

been literally impossible to plant ail o1 the clues which
remained in place both at the crash site and grave for 76 years,

There 18 no question a crash occurred, There is no question
a mystery grave has been in Alrora Cemetery since the incident,
And evidence links them together,

My personal conclusion was thal Correapondent H.E. Hayden
probably embellished some facts (and overlooked others) in his
report, But he has been maligned in saying "the entire thing
is a hoax, "

You can't explain away the evidence and the grave as "just a
hoax," Hayden obviously worked from fact and the chances he
dug a grave In the cemetery und produced the unique tombstone
as a clencher don't add up. The residents wouldn't have
permitted him to "desecrate hallowed ground” (as they cal it)
even in those days.

We believe Hayden, 1like Henry Ford, Thomas Edison and other
pioneers in their fields, was ridiculed and maligned simply
becauge the residents were admittely frightened and wantedv
nothing to do with the unnaturak event,

We hope this gives you eome basis on which to base your replies
in interviews,

Bill Case
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July 10, 1973

Re: Friday Media Interview Schedule.

7896352

1 - Interview with Times HKerald Thurs. evening - HERE

7
2 -~ KRLD Radioc at 9:00 AM -- 7901 Carpenter Freeway Studio, S’,ﬁﬂf%7
with Mr. DICK WHEELER, NEWS DIRECTOR. ¢ /by Y XL

XXX XA X QPR R X XXX X AR X XA X XN RER XN AN R X AR NEXAX TN XKEN X

3 ~ KDFWe=~- Call MR. BUSTER McGREGOR on HOT LINE 744-6568 any-
time between 10:00 an 4100 for Vidéo Tape.
d%qk;i = S,

4 - Hold open time for NOON NEWS ONEWFAg—TV (4CH 8 ) LIVE.
CONFIRM BY 9:00 AM to MR. B%B EROOK on HOT LINE 748-2956.
Be at Communications center by 11-+45 AM., They have sharks
teeth. TiMm MITCHEL € Slowawsy
y s Y o e
5 - KERA~- BILL PORTERFIELD, PRODUQER -3000 Harry Hines or Lee

£ ira

Clark, News director. Phone T44-1300. Time is 2:00 IM.

- WBﬁP’T:IL?”Wﬂﬁ g\ﬁ Y80 Ly F00pM Lrveg- 307
165-33/1 Kuss Broxom

:7‘ WeAT Rﬂ(JtL Eﬁ;ﬁé{ ﬁ:};sk?L. 2/4257 73
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July 10, 1973

Memo to Walter 4ndrus, Jr. ce To EaA (=TS

Bxecutive Director MUFON

RE: Friday Media Interview Schedule. KIT BAUMAN

1l - We hope to get our interview with you Thursday night at Earl Watts home.
KDFW-TV

2 = You can be booked at our station KRERXYX Ch. 4 (CBS) in the studios

anytime between 10 and 2 p.m. Friday. Call Buster MeGregor, program
director at 7#Hi=0568. They will videotape the interview.
3 =« HOLD OPEN --Time f£6r Noon News on WFA4-TV Ch.8 l1live, Please confirm
« by calling Producer Bob Crook on their "hot 1ine" 748-2956,

They want you in the studios in Communications Center by 11:45 a.m.
at the latest. This 1s KEEX 4BC. They have shark's teeth.

WBAP-TV Ch 5 (NBC) is interested but plans &n calling you in advance
in Quincy& I1l. By now you've probably heard from them, They are
"antl1-UFO" but important., Follow up could be made by calling

Russ Bloxom at 265-3311. If he isn't there ask for News Director.

This is best arrangement we céuld make with themWe gave them your numbers
5 and Barl's home as well, I think they'll bite.It depends on news load.
/5 - L HORe "

In KRLD Radio studio , 7901 John Carpenter Freeway, for interview

at 9 a.m, with News Direotor Dick Wheeler . I know Dick well, He is

a good interview man and thid 1s a good station with a sound audience.
If you need to phone him the number 1s 634=1080. Night be well to call
him early and confirm you will be there.

6 = WBRR (Mutual Broadcasting System) 1s interested but cannot set time
for interview today. They will call Barl and arrange for meeting after

2 p.m. we have suggested. ¢ (o, . M&"W —oilisvslSl fi ondd b
Gratrgh

7 = Bill Porterfield, the KERA&-TV Ch. 13 (Public Broadcasting Corp.)
producer who has been Putting the &urora UF0 documentary together
wants you in the Ch. 13 studios at 2 p.m. They are located at 3000
Harry Hines Blvd, This should be your major exposure since Porterfield
is déeply involved with at least an hour of sound color film in the
can shot in 4urora at the c¢rash site and grave including sound shots

of detecting metal in the grave. He can be reached at 74k=1300
usually att%r 12 noon. Otherwids ask ?orxﬁe Clark, la y'{lews 3d1rector.

/JZUWW lordlldpt ot EEnm o 3 /73, A dedd ook 2ot o Wodd
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July 18, 1973

Current Report on 1897 Aurora, Texas Investigation

As promigsed in the July issue of SKYLOOK, the following is an "up-date"
report of the progress being made in the investigation into the 1897 news-
paper report of the crash of an alrship and the subsequent burial of the
pilot's body In the Aurora Cemetery. Through the outstanding investigative
work of Bill Case, Aviation Writer for the Dallas Times Herald newspaper
and MUFON State Director for Texas, with the able assigtance of Earl
Watts, MUFON Field Investigator and State Director of Astronomy, the
following facts are submitted as evidence that H. E, Hayden's original
story to both the Dallas and Fort Worth newspapers cannot bé considerad

a complete hoax as some people have implled.

e have tape recorded the statement by C.C. (Charlie) Stephens of
Aurora, Texas that his father, James Stephens, was "an sye-witness to the
crash of an alipship on the ¢rash site," Mr. Stephens, however, holds
firmly that his father ment@oned no body in connection with the crash
although he did not visit the scene until the next day after correspondent

H.B. Hayden reported it was buried in Aurora Cemetery.

Mrs. Mary Evans, age 91, now of Newark, Texas, who lived in Aurora
at the time of the incident, stated in a tape recorded interview with
Bill Case that she recalls her family and friends talking about the crash,
although she being only 15 years old at the time, was not allowed to go
to the scene. (Her Mother and Father did view the crash site). During
a second interview with Mrs, Evans, she told Mr. Case that "a body was
recovered and a piece of the aircraft was stuck up as a marker" in the

Cometery.
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A grave was found with the aid of a metal detector in the Aurora
Cemetery in an area where Cemetery records were incomplete and did not
identify either the owner of the plot or the person buried in the grave.

A small triangular shaped native sandstone marker has existed on thils grave
for "at least 65 to 70 years and probably longer" per Town Marshall

H.R. Idell and other residents of Aurora. The only identification on the
stone was 8 scratched drawing of an object that looked like the front

of a UFC having three round portholes or windows. After the photograph

of the marker under an old oak tree appeared in the Dallas Times Herald,

someone stole the marker on June 1, 1973,

Even though we have disclosed a few slight discrepancies in H.E.
Hayden's original newspaper account, it cannot be divorced from the fact
that it was "one of more than 500 airship sighting reports" published
in Dallas and Fort Vorth newspapers from April 1l through April 27, 1897.
An often asked question is "what happened to the reported pilot's log
written in hiseroglyphics?" No mention can be found of it other than in

the original story.

What additional scientific facts are available to substantiate the
probability that a crash of an aircraft on the former Judge J.S. Proctor's
homestead did indeed occur? (This property is now owned and occupied by
Brawley Oates and his wife Bonnie.) One of the earlier metal samples
dug up at the alleged crash site was analyzed under the direction of one
of MUFON's very capable Consultants and found to be an aluminum alloy.

An alloy of this conmposition was not developed iIn laboratories in the
United States until between 1908 and 1910 and not commercially available
until 1920, Our Consultant stated that the metal had been subjected to
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extreme heat and was probably in a molten condition since specifie

elements were forced to the surface of the aluminum alloy nugget. Other
rietal samples were retrieved using metal detectors at the possible crash
site that were four inches under the surface and imbedded into the

limestone on the hillside. These pieces of metal also indicated they

could have been in a molten condltion when deposited, since they conformed
to the configuration of the llimestone. Samples of these metals were sent

to John F. Schuessler, Deputy Director of MUFON and Consultant in Astro-
nautics on June 15th. They have been submitted to laboratories at
McDonnell- Douglas in St. Louis for thelr expert analysis. Other samples
wore mailed to Prof, William A. Funkenbusch at Michigan Technological -
University in Houghton, Mleh. at his request, for study by their faculty.
Since I am on vacation at the time of this report (July 18, 1973) and
traveling in Texas, Oklshoma, Missouri, and Illinois, it has not been
possible to obtain a copy of the results of the analysis of reports from
either John-Schuessler or Prof. Punkenbusch., Bill Case flew to Houghton,
Mich. on July 12th, and expects to return wigh the results. Jobn will no
doubt have his report ready for the Carlyle Picnic on July 22nd. Preliminary
investigation now indicates a high probapility that an explosion did take
place on Judge J. 3. Proctor's homestead, which glves credibility to a

possible crash.

Why is MUFON interested in this particular case? If H., E. Haydens'
newspaper report is correct, we have possible access to pieces of a crashed .
UF0 and hopefully some remains of a body in the cemetery grave. Our goal
is two fold In nature; first to either prove that the story was a purse
fabrication of;H.E, Hayden and a hoax; or second if it actually happened,

to carry the investigation to a scientific conclusion based upon available
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evidence. Previous investigations into this legend over the years have
been only cursory in nature and irmediately branded a hoax, since no one
toock the time to conduct dn. in-depth study as is presently being done
by MUFON. If sclentific evidence exists to prove that the story is a
hoax, MUFON will so go "on-record", and close this case permanently.
However, if the evidence warrants continued investigation, as if now
appears, it will be carried to a conclusion or as far as we may legally

extend ourselves.

A registered letter was sent by MUFON to each member of the Aurora
Cemetery Assocliation requesting thelr permission to exhume the ldentified
grave to determine if remains existed that would either confirm or dispel
the original story. Through their attorney, they not only refused to
permit such an exhumation, but forbid UFOlogists and MUFON in particular

from entering the cemetery.

Due to the tremsendous interest in 'this case, the news media in the
United States and Canada requested that Bill Case and MUFON release a
statement of our progress, On July 13th. Walter H. Andrus, Jr.,‘Director
of MUFON, personally answersd these inauiriss to the Dallas Times Herald
newspaper and appeared on the following television and radioc stations:
KRLD radio (one hour tape), KDFU-TV (Filmed news broadcasts), WPAA-TV
(live on noon news) in Dallas; WBAP-TV (live on evening special) and WBAP
radio (25 minute tape) in Fort Worth, Bill Case and Earl Watts are to be or:..

commended for arranging this outstanding exposure to the public for MUFON,

In several of the broadcasts, MUFON's Director appealed to the Aurora

Cemetery Assoclation and the residents of Wise County to permit an exhumation
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"urap-up" this case and eliminate any further

of the grave 30 as to
escapades through their well maintained cemetery by curiosity seekers and
UFQOlogists. On Saturday, July lhth, Walt Andrus met with Glenn McCrary,
President of the Aurora Cemetery Associstion and Lloyd McKianon, member of
the association in the Aurora Cemetery for a 2 hour discussion. These
gentlemen are very sincere about preserving their cemetery and fully accept
their resovonsibilitles to their Community for preventing further damage.
(Someone came into the cemetery and removed the metal that was buried in

the mysterlous grave by professionally inserting a probe into the ground

where the stone marker'had previously rested).

Both Mr. McCrary and Mr. McKinnon, who had been expecting my visit
to the cemsetery, maintalned their position that they would not permit
the possible body to be exhumed as stated through- their attorney Mr.
W.A. "Bill" Nobles of Decatur, Texas in writing to MUFON. However, both
gentlemen did agfee If legal action was taken through thelr attorney
{going over thelr heads, as they explained), they would certainly give
the proposal further consideration. Since the personal appsal was ineffec-

tive, legal steps became the only alternative.

Before MUFON solicits legal assistance, to seek exhumation of the
grave, we must have scientific and legal evidence to justify such a serious
move, We still need the complete analysis of the metal samples submitted
to various labs in the United States and Canada as further scientific evidence.
Lawyers are avallablé in Texas to represent MUFON when this becomes the

next steo,

Walt Andrus visited the site of the alleged crash on the property of

Brawley Oates taking documentary photographs and interviewing both Brawley
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and his wife, Bonnie. Bill Case, In his 27 trips tO6 Aurors, has conducted
very thorough interviews with the residents 80 no attempt was made during
my visit to locate sach of the contributors to dupllcate their reports.
Both Mr. McCrary and Mr. McKinnon are firm believers that the entire story
is a hoax, As Mr. McKinnon points out, there is no record in the written
history of Wise County, Texas concerning the crash of such an airship in
1897. He believes that thils should have been significant history if it

indeed took place.

MUFQON's evidence to date indlcates a high orobability that an
explosion took place on this rock strewn hili--the search and investigation

continues, Another status report will appear in the September issue of

SKYLOOK on this historical, but very difficult case.

Walt Andrus
Director, MUFON
MUTUAL UFO NETWORK
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“Metal.gnalysis detaills have beeh received from several laboratories .
- where investigations have been conducted by metalurgists, physicists -
- and chemists. to determine the composition of pieces of metal imbedded

“under ‘ground on the ‘limestone surfagé at-the-alleged crash site. .

:(Braimley Oates residencé.) The .different samples recovered:by Billf_f'
" Case and-Barl Watts, ‘through the aid of a metal detector, all show’

" evidence of ‘having been Heated td. a molten. state when they were
.originally deposited.: Basically, thé samples are of an aluminum .
- ~alloy,.varying from an . aluminum-content of 65% to 95%¢ and iron. . .

.. content from 25% down to 5%, .Other élqﬁentsfane'prgsqﬁf;ip,bmall,fE"i'1
quaritities in cértain of ‘the submitted samples., -Reports-have beén. .

effort- to determine the origin qg{mqnufaq;urer{ogqtﬁéﬂgluminuﬁ,a;léy.

“'feceived from three:(3) aerospace company labs, one. (1) university -
and one (1) private spectro-chemical research laboratory in four (4) -

R S

different states. The uniqueness of the metal has éxeited the -
interest of the metalurgists who are asking more questions in an

;xﬁié_{@fbeiittedey;ﬁahx5;hht:pﬁ¥“ﬁﬁffquQ:{s‘mgdé’uﬁ §f;fﬂe‘5ame elements :

found on;our Barth;. therefore, we: are hot: looking for an unknown. -

+'element  that might.)be evidence ‘of extraterrestrial origin. “We are .

7. searching for'pesitive evidence of a.combination of elements, or an

" “’alloyithat hds never been produced or manufactured on this Earth

. -'_the continued investigation {ﬁ:ihé'lab;vid-dihcloség'suchfaﬁﬁ%%loy,. ¥

“4t will.provide theévidence to seek further support of. this

. If

v ke

L

-'*f?.“»‘ﬁﬁltfh&éébééngiétgjpst}ng:faLfEEdithe "hoax" comments made by a-few -
UFO. buffs who have-relied on the cursory -investigations of & second -
. party for their facts,” No one has ever conducted:an 'in-depth inves- -

tigation into this intriguing cese to prove or disprove its authen-

‘1":ftitity’priqr“to.MUEQN?siwork; ‘Our goal. 15 either to prove it is a

‘:legend or a hoax perpetrated by Fi E. Hayden_.in 1897, of it actually -

! nteresting -
. "+ Case-by.seeking a goury order to. exhusie ~the ‘alleged remains in.the . = -
5 sdsﬁépﬁed£gﬁd?ef{ﬁltﬂa:Aﬁrbra;:Teias_comqta{y. ‘Legal. aid has been. -~ .

- wvgjunteered when and  1f exhumination is-the next legical step.” - . .

.~ heppened 'as- reported..” Since this ¢ase is 76 years.old, reconstructing )
- ‘:mhe4physica;,dyidgﬁbbgfintérviewihgfﬁitnetsas:gnd.cgnﬂucging‘tﬁe‘ -

. challenge to a scientific study. . ST

. Nogma: * Please ‘add 'this material to the previous. "~ .-
- .77 . "unpublished-story ‘that ‘arrived too:late .. . .
for the August issue, . . - - ‘.. . 7o
F R £ 3 1 2

i WAds.

: ﬁsf@géf1ﬁfprmgtién*ﬁé;oﬁés:avgilgﬁle;'jp*w{ii be. réported in SKYLOO

x

K. -

S ¢, . necessary -laboratory.research has been #eryrélfficqitﬁ‘butjq4reg11,ff__s

.
(I



LAW OFFICES OF YARBOROUGH AND POPE INC,

telephone 817/834¢7474 5148 East Belknap Street
Fort Worth, Texas 76117

25 July 1973

Mr. Walter H. Anders, Jr.
UF0 BUREAU
Quincy, Il1linois 62301

’

Dear Mr. Anders:

_ For the past several months I have been keeping up
with the Aurora, Texas situation, and recently heard you
discuss late developments on KRLD radio.

——— r—— e — = - — - - e ———

For sometime now I have been interested in UFQ's
and have read all the available material I could find on the
subject.

In the event that your organization decides to
institute legal proceedings for exhuming the remains in question
in the Aurora Cemetery, I will personally volunteer my services
to your organization without charge in connection with same,
in hope that the truth may be known. The only thing I would
ask is that the organization pay the Court costs and reimburse
me for my expenses {such as postage, xerox copies, mileage,
and long distance telephone ca]]s?. If you are interested,
please advise.

Sincerely,

ch

copy: Me. Edrle F. Watts
Duncanville, Texas 75116
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i Title 26
i Prior laws:
3 Art, 328,

P R R T R

E Prior Laws!
Ari, 928a.

~% — — 1 “may b& Fémoved therefrom with the
tion and the written consent of the surviving wife or husband, or 1
ere is no surviving husband or wife, then of the children; or if there
is no surviving husband or wife nor children, then of the parents of
the deceased, or should there be no surviving husband or wife nor
i children nor parent, then of the brothers and/or sisters of the de-

) ceased. If the consentof any such person or of the association cannot
@ county where the

be obtained, permission by the county court o
Tosted ShaT BTN o s Ton Tothe—

¢ given, at least ten (10) days prior

l thereto, personally, or at least fifteen (15) days prior thereto if by

Semetery 1s s

OUrt 10r such permission mus

Art. 912a—21.

CEMETERIES

Historical Noto

Acts 1934, 43rd Leg, 2nd C 3, p. 146, ¢ch.

66, § 1.

Dead Bodies €52 et seq ;

Records of inferments

A record shall be kept of every interment in a cemetery showing
the date the body was received, the date of interment, the name and
age of the person interred, when these particulars can be conveniently
obtained, and the plot and the grave, the niche, ¢rypt, or vault therein,
in which such interment was made.
uncremated, of any deceased person shall be removed from any ceme-
= ok -- —- - —tery;exceptupon Writtel order of the health department having juris-
diction, or of the county Court of any county in which such cemetery
is situated. A duplicate copy of which order shall be maintained as
{ - a part of the records of such cemetery. It shall be the duty of any
. person and/or persons, removing any remains from any cemetery, to
keep and maintain a true and correct record showing the date such
remains were removed, the name and age of the person removed, when
these particulars can be conveniently obtained, and the place to which
the same were removed, and the cemetery and the plot therein in
which such remains were buried; if there be disposition of such re-
mains other than interment, a record shall be made and kept of such
disposition. Such person or persons shall deliver to the cemetery asso-
ciation operating the cemetery from which such remains were re-
moved, a true, Tull, and complete copy of such record. Acts 1945, 45th
Leg., p. 659, ch. 340, § 21.

Library refersnces:
§ 3 et seq; CJ.B. Cemeteries § 31.

No remains, either cremated or

Cemeteries ¢216;

Historieal Note

; r Art. 912a—22, Removals
1

The remains of a deceased person interred in.a plof.in_.a cemetery . -.

consent of the cemeterz associa-

Acts 1834, 43rd Leg. 2nd C.B., p. 148,

ch. 66, § 1.

409

Art. 912a—22

C.J.8. Dead Bodies
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{ :E W Art. 912a—22 CEMETERIES Title 26 1
i mail, to the cemetery association, and to the persons not consenting
) and to every other person or association on whom service of notice
may be required by the Court. This provision shall not apply to or L
prohibit the removal of any remains {rom one plol to ancther in the

sune ¢ometery or the removal of remains by the cemectery associa-
tion Trom a plot for which the purchase price is past due and unpaid, i
to some other suitable place. Neither shall this provision apply to the -
disinterment of remains upon order of Court or coroner. Acts 1945, x
49th Leg., p. 569, ch. 340, § 22. a

Historical Note

S
R

. i e e =T
Prior laws: e~ Acta~1984 43R LRE  Ind C.8., B, 146, ch. 2

Notes of Dovisions
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1
1
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e e—————""Art.” 028b, 66, § 1.
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i
3
|
!
1
|
F
|

8
H Library references €
.iE Yiend Bodies ¢=5. be permutted except under circumsiances hi
I C J.8. Dead Dodies §§ 4. 0. indicaling a necessuly or compelllng ren-
| sons, Alkins v. Davis (Clv.App.1962) 352 il
I 1. Construction and application 5.wv.24 80t tt
. Failure t0 comply wilth fermor similar Noxt of Kin have some rights in regard I
; stalule would not prevent the statute of  to disinterment, and Owe some duties un- .
) ] Ii'nliml.rh:;lmij ifl:l?‘r::: r:;:::itngnoagtlenbs:r?;ﬂ:? I{.gf der certnin conditions. T4, W
i N main of deccased person. ity o Ver. A% ERULIE (0 Tenenon of ) b
'i ': non v. Low (Civ.Apg.1042) 158 S.V.24 857 persons does not confer jurlsdiction on
f } While the right to_remu\ro a body re- Couniy Courti to delermine a controversy ¢e
|31 AN maing with the surviving spouse, the right  between surviving spouse and next of Kin 1r
; i \ . ia a quahified one, and removal should not  over disinterment of o decedent. Id. G
{ ‘Y P
y },:;/F./ Art. 912a—23. May coniract pecuniary indebfedness but all ?:
{ f ¥ liens subordinate to dedication -
Bk iij Cemetery associations shall in the conduct of their business have hy
R the right to contract such pecuniary obligations as may be required, o
. i and may secure the same by mortgage, deed of trust or otherwise upon in
H ! their property. Provided, that all mortgages, deeds of trust and other th
I liens of whatsoever natuve, hereafter contracted, placed or incurred er
th o upon property which has been and was at the time of the ereation or e
!:g placing of such lien, dedicated as o cemetery as in_ this_Aettauthor-- - ~- =777 "tio
i Ny - _ ized and.provided;-or-upon-property which shall afterwards, with the . sai
i "'}“‘"“' consent of the owner of any such morigage, {rust deed or lien, be . sur
} Al 11 dedicated to cemetery purposes as authorized by this title, shail in o
j N j nowise or at all affect or defeat the dedication thereof, but such mort- pri
I ;:‘ ) gage, deed of trust, or other lien shall be subjcet and subordinate to me
A b such dedication and any and all sales made npon foreclosure thereof 50
al shall be subject and subordinate to the dedication of such property by
1 ‘“ i fo cemetery purposes. Acts 1945, 49th Leg., p. 559, ch. 340, § 23. for
1, ;0 1 1 Articles 912~ to 312a~27; Vernon's Ann,P.C., art, 705b—1. of
i . }ik I Historical Noto W
) ; E| K Prior lawa: Acts 1934, 43rd Leg., 2nd C.5., p. 146, ch.
i 1 Art. 929, 66, § 1.
3 X H’ ' 410
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Mr. Walter H. Andrus, Jr.
40 Christopher Court
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' MiDwEST. UFO NETWORK

3
(MUFON)
WALTER H ANDRUS JR s, MRS NORMA E SHORT
DheECTOR EDITOR SKYLOOCK
40 CHRISTOPHER COURT BOX 129
QUINCY ILLINQIS 82301 STOVER MISSOURI 65078

PHONE AC 217 2228374

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO:

?.0. Box 9
O'Pallon, Mo. 63366
31 July 1973

Mr. Bill Cage

Aviation Writer

The Dallas Times Herald
P.0. Box 5445

1109 Pacific Ave.
Dallas, Texas 75202

Dear Bill:

The metal sample you supplied is keeping the analytieal
people quite interested. Unfortunately, they move very
slowly, however quite thoroughly - maybe soon we will have
& complete mnalysis.

As you will note by the enclosure 1 divided the specimen
into three pleces. The largest piece is Yeing analyzed
by the people in our research laboratory (identified as
semple #1). Although I eannot yet offer a report on their
efforte I can give you some verbal information, as follows:
1. It appears to have gone through a heating and
e¢ooling phase., It has large grain structure and
no straine.
2, It has a typical aluminum alloy structure, but it
is not at all a typlecal alloy.
3. It contains hard Pe (iron) inclusions. The inclusions
. are near the surface where eocoling occurred first,
4. It contains on the two elemente Al (aluminum) and
Fe (iron). No copper or ginc were found.
5. In an examination by soft ¢-ray emlision one spectral
. line was missing. This is most unusual and will bde
rechecked.
6. The specimen is 95% Al and S% Fe. Again unusual,

The sanple identified as #2 was examined by a friend in the
netallurgical laboratory. The enclosure is my prelinminary
report of his findinge. Although measured quantities are not

shomn the EDAZ identified only Al and Fe, Fox comparison the
surface of the sample was tasted and numbrous elements

fdentifiedl

SKYLOOK - - THE QFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE MIDWEST LIFQ NETWORK
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Page 2

Examifation of such a specimen slways results in more
quegtione than answers, I didn't want to tell the lad
people adbout the background on this epecimen until they
had some results, but that desire held for only a day or
80. Analytical people have inquiring minds and require a
reason for their actione. So, I had to pase some of their
articles you wrote on to them. These questions have resulted
more questions and I have listed a few of the better ones
in hopes you can provide anewers,
1. Is their any pattern to the distridbution of
artefacts (metal?)? ’ .
2. Can you supply a map of the area with metal "find®
locationa?
3. Do you have a photograph of the ares where the
specimen you supplied for analysis was located?
Before digging? During digging? After - in the
fas found® condition?
4. Are there eny other analyses results available
for review and comparison? Proprietary rights would
be respected.
5. X8 there any chance that a epall (tiny) piece of
metal could be odbtained from the grave for comparison?
6. Has anyone tried to duplicate some of this metal?
We feel that it would bde quite diffioult to do.
7. Ees enycne done en histeriozsl search on the use
of aluminum in this part of Texas?

The enalysis will continue in both of tha aforementioned
labs, as mony teste remain to be conducted. The Research
1ab has promised a short prelininary report in a few days
end I will send that along to Jyou.

1 appreciate this opportunity to be of service and hope
our efforts will contribute to the solution of the mystery.

Sincerely yours,

John P. Schuessler
Deputy Direotor, MUFON
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= f SPECTRO-CHEMICAL
RESEARCH LABORATORIES, INC.

ESTABLISHED 1946
CHEMISTS e SPECTROGRAPHERS e METALLURGISTS e CONSULTANTS

AREA CODE 312 3300 WEST LAWRENCE AVENUE
TELEPHONE 267-1844 August 2, 1973 CHICAGO, ILLINCIS 60625

~ T Your ORDER NO.: 70564-M
Motorola Inc. SAMPLE MARKED: For W. Andrus
2553 N. Edgington 7-30-7
Franklin Park, Ilineois 60131 LoT: HEAT; -30-73
Attn: Mr. Art Bethke 10756

) LARORATORY NO.:
L _

CUevaes 5.68
) Z0 evens .02
Fe soens .38
Sieeees o 26
MD saees .02
Nicoeeso none
Mg seoes .01
Ti eaves trace
Cr eseee .02
Pb.es.. .03
Sn cises .02
Al ciees remainder
Alloy +sss 2011

SPECTRO-CHEMICAL RESEARCH LABORATORIES, Inc.

" Pevwary b, v



#x

PHONE 512/379-9216

3 \J‘
MUFONMN

MEMORANDUM

. MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.
MDRL-7G7 The Scientific Inveshigahon
13 Aug 73 of Umidennfied Flying Objects

WALTER H ANDAUS JR 103 Oldtowna Road
internalional Cirector Seguin Texas 18155 US A

Subject: ANALYSIS OF "Uro" SAMEBLE

ToO: R. A, Weciss

CC: D. P, Ames, L. iirowitz, V. A. Montgomery,
J. F. Schuessler, D. S Wright, §. Zwerdling

From: J. E. Helliday

Encl: (1) Fig. 1 and Fig, 2 -- Photomicrographs of
the "UFO" Sample

1. The subject sample was analyzed by x-ray flucrescence,

soft x-ray spectroscopy, and optical metallography.

2. X-Ray Fluorescence Analysis

a. The approximate composition of the sample as measured
by x-ray fluorescence was:

95 at.% Al

5 at.% Iron, :
That no zinc was detected in the sample is of
interest, since zinc was found in other pieces of
aluminum recovered in the geographical area of the

present sample., The limit of X-ray fluorescence
detectability for Zn is 0.5 at.%.

3. Soft X-Ray Analysis

a. The approximate composition of the sample as measured
by soft x-ray spectroscopy was:
98 at.% Al
1-2 at.% Fe.
No copper was observed with soft x-ray spectroscopy
which has a limit of detectability of approximalely

1 at.%. Commercial aluminum alloys that contain iron
usually contain 4-5 wt.% copper.

4, Optical Mectalloaraphic Analysis

a. Photomicrographs of the sample are shown in Encl (1).
The presence of large grains shown in Fig, 1
indicates that the sample is stress-free and has
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MDRL~-767
13 Aug 7

5. The

3

gone through a melting and cooling stage. The
presence of shrink cavities observed before the
material was etched also indicates that the sample
had becn molten. Small crystals of a second phase
as shown in Encl (1) are an iron-aluminum inter-
metallic compound. The second phase is present
because not more than 1% iron can exist in seolution
in aluminum. These crystals are much harder than
the aluminum matrix and are much more numercus at the
outer surface than in the interior as may be
observed by comparison of Figs. 1-and 2. The
photomicrograph in Fig. 1 was taken at the edge of
the cut surface whereas the photomicrograph in Fig. 2
was taken at the center of that surface. The
differences in the percentages of aluminum and iron
between the x-ray fluorescence and soft x-ray
results are due to this change in concentration of
the second phase. 1In the soft x-ray spectroscopy
measurements, the xX-rays originate from a small
area (1 mm x 3 mm) near the center of the cut
surface, but in x-ray fluorescence the entire
sample contributes to the results. The increase in
conceniration of the second phase near the edge of
the sample is a normal occuxrence when the alloy is
cooled from the melt,

sample was tested for radiocactivity with a Geiger

counter, but no radiation above background was detected.

J’E’

M@k

J. E ollgéézynuggitg¥#

Scientist - MDRL
Dept 224, Bldg 33, Sta 23874

JEH:411

&, PHONE 512/378-9216

MUFORN

The Screnttfic Invesirgation
of Umdentified Flying Objects

WALTER H ANDRAUS JR 103 Oldicwne Road
International Direcior Seguin Texas 78155 U S A

MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.
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AP AURORA TEXAS 1897 AIRSHIP CRASH ST e e
R T LT TRy (Follow up for snwox) e Ty
:}i‘ Metal enalysis details have ‘been received from several laboratories~ -

‘where investigetions have bden 'conducted by -metalurgists,- physicists -~ = ¢
and chemists to determine:the composition'of pieces of metal imbedded o
.7 * 'under ground on the: Yimestone surfice at thei alléged crash: site. |
. =(Brajgtley Oates residence.) .. The’ ‘different (samples recovered by Bill
.~ .Case.’and Earl Watts, sthrough the aid-of a metal-.detector, all-show .
. -evidence of having been heated to a molten state when they werée - -
. - originally deposited. : - Basically, the samples-are of an aluminum
% dlloy, varying from &h - aluminum content. of 65% to 95% and iron .-
. content from 25% down ito’ 5%, Other elements dre.present-in small
- quantities in 'certain’of the submitted samples. ‘Repotts have been
. received from thrée’ '(3) -aérospace -company labs;, one. (1) university
.~ “and-’oné (1) prlvate spectro-chemical research labotatory in. four (4)
.. different stdtes.: The uniqueness of ‘the metal has éxcited’ the =~ .
© . interest) of the metalurgists who are; sasking more questions in an .
T -»effort to determine the. origin or manufacturer of the aluminum alloy.:

:.It is believed by many that our universe is made up of the saime elements
" .found on our Barth; therefore, we are not’ looking? for an unknown
.~ ‘element. that might be. evidence of -extraterrestrial.origin, We. are
% searching for positive evidence .of a combination of eleménts, or. an
27"’ alloy that has never.been produced: or manufactured on this. Earth.' If
’1a'the ~continued: investigation-in-the labs so discloses such_an: alloy, -
s.o0 27 it°will provide-.thg evidence-to seek further. support of this 1nterest1ng
..-w" . case by seeking a court order to-exhume- the alleged remains 4n’-the -
. 1.l .- suspected grave .in: the Aurora, . Texas cemetary. Legal ‘aid 'has -been
S @*f;'velunteered ‘When and if exhuminatien is: the next: logical step.-_

N & has been interesting to read’ the "heax" comments made’ by.a- fow-
oo UPRQY buffs who -have: relied on thé’ cursory. investigations of a second . -
*:m-5~;~;-party for..their facts., ‘No' one.has ever conducted -an in-depth inveés- - ..
e h -itigation into this intriguing case ‘to prove or disprove .its authen- - :
-+ ticity prior to.MUFON's work. ‘Our goal is éitlier to.prove it is'a. . o .
- Jegend oT a-hoax perpetrated by F. . E. Hayden in 1897, or it" actually. -
- _happened as. reported.. Since this case 'is 76 yedrs: old recdnstructing
the .physical evxdence, “interviewing witnesses and. conducting the =~
... ‘necesgary .laboratory -reSearch has: been very difficult but a’ real
Zichallenge to a, scientific study.. : ] :

:j; As new 1nformation becomes available, it will be reported in SKYLOOK

P +a _' ;_,, ‘_ “:,‘ .. “‘.‘ i _. -_\-I -

R _;&Qjmg«- Pleese add this meterial to the previous . R L
SRR %"» ungublished story .that- arrived too late j-*s';a‘-",',g_-:; S
:?f"i“ K for the‘August issue.-- i R SR ORI



Copris! Hynek Careg

SAMPLE REPORT SUMMARY (AURORA)

#1 - Oxidized flake (1.8 x 1.2 cm); W = 0.525 g; Strongly para-
magnetic; High iron, comparable to common cast/extruded
black pipe.

#2 - (2 pieces) Oxidized flakes (1.3 x 1.7 cm & 3.6 X 2.5 cm);
W=1,268 g, 3.215 g; Strongly paramagnetic; High irom,
comparable to common cast/extruded black pipe.

#3-7 - (5 pieces) Almost totally oxidized chunks of varying di-
mensions (1 em3 - 2.4 x1x 0,7 em); W=20,817 g, 1.214 g;
Very weakly magnetic due to extreme oxidation of ferrite,

#8 - Oxidized/mineralized large flake (5.4 x 3.7 em); W = 12,828 g;
Strongly paramagnetic; High iron, comparable to common cast
black pipe, fittings, etc.

Bill Case (2nd item) - Small chunk (approx. 1.8 cm x 0.6 x 0.4
cm) ; Aluminum oxide melt, essentially diamagnetic, easily
worked/polished.

Samples 1-8 - Density, hardness, macro/microphoto, luster, grain
- e eSS EFUCEUEE g ross chemical-analyses, virtually useless. in

determining original structure/composition/origin of mate-
rials, since weathering (galvanic, oxidation, etc. action)
negates meaningful extrapolation -- e.g., nothing out of the
ordinary with common "modern' materials exposed to weather-
ing.

"Case'" Sample - Aluminum alloy melt which could have origin as
numerous "modern" and common Al alloys. (Dr. A. Hynek has
original electron microprobe chart.) Percentages of major
constituents varied according to location on sample (e.g.,
Al-80, Zn-20 to A1l-87, Zn-13 with possible traces of Mg and

{ . ~8q, although not verified due to minute proportions, condi-
tion of sample, time limitations of facilities/personnel).
Hardness variable (Brinell Avg ~145, Rockwell B 73-89) --
no way to extrapolate to original (annealed, quenched, and
aged, ... 7). Another essentially useless sample for in-
tended purpose, except that its existence prior to 1908 or
so, virtually impossible outside of laboratory.

o) e ——— .F‘"—""

Dr, & Mrs. G.C. Henderson
4305 Plantation Drive
Fort Worth, TX 76118
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ALUMINUM

AN INVESTIGATION

REFERENCES:

PAGE 1-2 FROM:; GENERAL CHEMISTRY,
By Hopkins & Bailar,
Chapter 33, pp 527-5h40.

PAGE 3-8 FROM: THERMOCHEMICAL DATA
of ALLOYS, By O. Kubaschewski &
J. Catterall. 1956
pp 2, 11, 50-53, 173-175

J. F. Schuessler



Aluminum

Al Atom

Valence

Found

Compounds

Extract from ore

Ore found

Metallurgy

Most abundant metal of the earth's
crust.

Smaller and denser than that of
magnesium

Sometimes electrons are shared which
accounts for the fact that aluminum
sometimes behaves as a nonmetal.

+3

Never found free in nature. Compounds
are found in all the common rocks except
limestone and sandstone.

Silicates are most common.

{From feldspar, leucite, hornblende;

garnet, zeolite, mica and kaolin).

Clay soils are largely aluminum silicate.
These compounds are very stable and are

not used as a source of aluminum metal.

Only from bauxite, which is a hydrated oxide,
Alz 02 * 2 H20, containing variable
amounts of F e203.

Bauxite is obtained from Ark., Geo.,
Tenn., and Alabama

First prepared by a German chemist, Wohler,
in 1828. So0ld for $150 per 1b.

In 1854 Deville obtained Al from clay by using
sodium as the reducing agent. Sold for $90/1b.
Finally fell to $12/1b as sodium cost went down.

In 1896 Charles Hall made cheap aluminum
possible by a process where fused cryolite
dissolved aluminum oxide and this solution under
the influence of an electric current deposited
metallic aluminum at the cathode.

By 1951 the wholesale price of aluminum was
18¢/1b.



Process the Ore

Purity

Properties

Compounds

The first step in Hall's process is the puri-
fication of the bvauxite, and it is especially
important to remove the iron which produces
undesireable effects upon metallic aluminum.

The purified alumina is dissolved in a fused
cryolite elecirolyte in a furnace. Aluminum
metal collects at the bottom of the furnace
and is tapped off at intervals,

To produce one pound of metal there are

consumed 2 1bs of aluminum oxide, 0.60 to 0.65 1lb
anode material, 0.1 1b cryolite, 0.1 1lb. fluorospar
and 10 kw elect. energy.

Done by electrolytic method known as Hoopes
process, a 3 layer bath

U | {1 | B—
Pure aluminum of cathodes Middle layer
dissolves aluminum
Fused fluoride electrolyte | readily (but not
cu, Fe, 5i) and
Tmpure Al-Cusalloy Al finds it way to
""Anocde the cathode

Result 99.99% pure aluminum metal

Soft white metal.

Ductile and malleable at 1500.

Specific gravity is 2.71.

Melting point is 658.7°

Boiling point is 1800°

Better conductor of heat than iron or
tin but half as efficient as copper.

For carrying electric current it is
60% as efficient as copper.

It alloys readily with copper, tin, nickel,
zine, iron, and manganese.

Pure aluminum oxidizes slowly in air or
water at ordinary temperatures.

Burns at 700°C

The oxidation number of aluminum in its
compounds is always 43. Because of this

high c¢charge and the rather small size of

the AL*** ion, negative groups such as the

Cl1” and OH™ ions are attracted strongly to it.



ALUMINIUM-IRON (NICKEL, COBALT
THERMOCHEMICAL DATA OF ALLOYS

Ni-Cu-Al. Nickel-Copper-Aluninium.

OrLseN and LICHTENBERG [237] determined the heats of formation
in the solid state on mixing Cu-Ni alloys with Al, in the same
manner as with the Fe-Ni-Al system. The minimum heat of forma-
tion in the ternary system was found with NiAl (Aff = — 17,000);
from this composition an inveried ridge streiches to CuAl (AH =
— 5800). Parallel to this another inverted ridge extends from
Cu,Al al N4y = 0-33, and disappears at about Ni:Cu = 1:1. With
the alloys with ¥,, > -5 a regular increase of AH towards the Al
corner was observed. For further details the originat paper should
be consulted.

Fe-Al. Co-Al. Ni-Al. Aluminivm-Tron (Nickel, Cobalc)

Heats of formation were determined for the whole range of
composition by OeLseN and MippeL [322).  Liquid aluminium
(850°C) and liquid iron (1660°C) were mixed in a calorimeter at
room temperature under a protective slag. The heat contents of the
pure mctals were determined separalely, and subtracted. In the case
of Ni-Al alloys of the approximate atomic propoition 1:1 the reac-
tion was so violent that some silica from the calorimeter lining was

reduced. Within an error of about 5-10 per cent, QELSEN's results
are generally reliable. In the case of FeAl; there is good agrecment
with a heat of formation determined by BiLtz and Haase [28] from
heats of solution in dilute hydrochloric acid. The heats of formation
of CoAl and Co,Aly obtained in the same maaner by BILTZ and

Solid:

Fe Co Ni
Ny
A H!DJ !3 V!Ol AH“Q A V‘"! AHJI.‘I A 1’2’:
|
0-05 —700 | —0-008 — 1,900 | — 002
010 ~ 1,450 | —002 — 1700 | — 003
0-20 — 2800 | —0052
0-25 — 3,400 | — 008! — 9,400
0-40 — 5,000 — 10,300 — 14,000 | — 0098
0-45 ~ 5,600 — 11,800 — 15600 | — 0117
0-50 — 6,000 — 13,200 [ — Q15| —17.000 { — 0127
0667 | — 6,500 . ~ 12,600
G715 | 6,800 — 10,000 | —004
075 —6,650 | —002 — 9,500
082 - 7,200
Accuracy | « £ 400 + 700 -+ 800

HoLverscHET [41], are however, 25 kealfg-atorn more negative than
those of OELSEN, whose results have been preferred here. Heats of
formation of Fe-Al alloys were recently re-determined by Kusa-
SCHEWSKI and Dench {252) who used a direct meihod. The agree-
ment with OELSEN's values was very good when these were corrected
for the impurities present in OELSEN'S iron.,

The distribution of Al between {Ag} and {Fe} was studied by
CHipMaN [77]) and CripmaN and FLoRIDIS [79a] at 1600°C. From
the results and the approximately known activities of Al in {Ag},
the relation

RTIn yy = — 12,950 4+ 22,250 N,, (1600°C)

was obtained for solutions containing up o 25 atomic-per cent Al.

* X-ray and pyknometric densities have been obtained by various
observers [472, 56, 25}, but the volume changes given above may still
be subject to appreciable alterations. -



Attention may be drawn to a study of the electron-density
distribution in the compound NiAl by AGtcy and Guseva [1). The
electron density is highest (0-9) along bridges formed between Ni

and Al. The bridges between sinular atoms, Ni-N1 and Al-Al, are
much lower, being 0:4 and -2 respectively. The heat of formation
is obviously due to the new covalent bond formed between the
dissimilar atoms.

Fe-Ni-Al. Fe-Co-AL Fe-Si-Al. lron-Aluminium-Nichel (Cobalt,
Silicon)

Oeusen and LICHTENBERG [237] poured molten, deoadized alloys
of various compositions of Fe-Ni and Fe-Co (1600°C) on to Al
(800°-900°C) and allowed the mixtures to cool to room temperature

()

S ——

'y

Fsy, fe 10 20 30 V0 S0 60 70 &0 0 oy
» Alom~ %My —

Fie. 2
Integral heats of formation i the Fe-Ni-Al system at room
temperature

in a calorimeter.  In another series of experiments molien Fe
(1600°C) was poured on to Al-Si melts (1100°-1600°C). After
subtracting the heat contents of the component melis, the heats of
formation of the ternary alloys at room temperature were obtained.
Orersen and LicutenprrG thus found the heats of miming of {Al>
with {Fe-Ni, and with (Fe-Co ., and of (Fe) with <Al-Si), but these
correspond closely to the total integral heats of formation, since the
heats of formation of the respective binary ailoys are small com-
parcd with the measured effects (sce Fe-Ni and Al-Si). The results
are given in Fig. 2-4. The minimum heat of formation in the
Fe-Ni-Al and Fe-Co-Al dingrams was found to occur with the

compounds NiAl and CoAl respectively, a negative ridge extending
from this composition to the FeAl composition. Thc:inﬂucnce of
the FeAl, compound on the ternary encrgy diagram may also be
seen. In the Fe-Si-Al diagram the compound FeSt has the lowest heat
value and governs the thermochemical propertics of the ternary alloys
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Fic. 3
Integral heats of formatwon in the Fe-Co-Al system at room temperalure

FiG. 4
Integral heats of formation in the Fe-S1-Al sysiem at room temperature

Fe-X-0. (X = V, Cr, Mn, Al, Si, C.)

The effect of alloying elements on the activity coefficient of oxygen in

liquid iron:

¥o i alloyfitg in {Fe)

Mx
C Cr Mn v Al
1540°C 1595°C 1600°C 1600°C
0001 0987 0-95 027
0005 Q92 094 {09 077 (0 0012)
15411 086 0875 (0-8) 0-585
002 a7 77 0-345
005 52 0595
0-10 026 0415
0-20 027
Dhiference
in AH g, - 260 - 192 — 388 — 70 3 keal




Deoxidation equilibria for various elements in liquid iron have
frequently been determined for practical reasons. The equilibria
may also be calculated from data available in the present mono-
graph, i.e. from the frec encrgics of solution of oxygen and of
the deoxidizer in { Fe}, and from the free energy of formation of the
stag. Such catculations will not be repeated here, since they have
frequently 1been carried oul, for instance, by RicuarDson [366],
CHieman [137, 78], and KupascHEwsKl and Evans [253). It is,
however, necessary to take into account the change of activity of
oxygen caused by the presence of the added element. The effect of
a few efements on the activity of oxygen in liquid iron was deter-
mined by CHreviaN and his associates: Cr (73], V [78], C [285], Si
[137]), and Al {138]. The effect of other elements, such as Mn, has
becn estimated by RICHARDSON [366]. The resulls arc given in the
(able, in the form of the ratio of the activity coeflicient of oxygen
in the ternary solution Fe-X-O to that in iron. This effect is partly
compensated by the reverse eflfect of oxygen on the activity of the
added metal. Thus the activily of Al in {Fe} is considerably lowered
by the presence of oaygen [[38].

For other metals having smaller mutual interaction with oxygen,
and when the concentration of oxygen is low, as it is in practice, the
effect of oxygen on the activity of the metal may be neglected.

There is still some doubt as to the ellect of silicon [137], and
accordingly these data have not been tabulated here,

It has becen pointed out (366, 138] that the mutual ellects of iwo
added metals on the activily curves should be proportional to the
differcnces in free energy of formation of the oxides of iron and of
the alloying elecment. For an approximation, one may take the

differences belween the heats of formation at room temperature.
This has been done in the bottom row of the table, using the
heats of formation of Fe,4;0 and of the most stable oxide of
the addition element. The principle involved may be used for the
estimation of the y ratios of other elements in iron.

Calculations of the deoxidation equilibria in liquid steel [366,
78, 253] have mosily neglected the mutual effect of the soluies on
the activities, This accounts for the larger discrepancies with
experimental resulis.  Part of the differences between theory and
practice may have arisen either from inaccuracies in the basic
thermochemical data and oversimplifications of the reaction
mechanism (e.g. Fe-Ti-O), or from experimental errors, particularly
in practice, \where equlibrium may not have been attained. [n
addition the system may be more complex than that assumed in the
theoretical analysis.

Further rough values of the effect of third elements on the activity
of oxygen in liquid iron may be found in a recent review by CHIPMAN .
{78a}.



Table |."Thermochemcal Symbols Used, and their Deﬁmnom

(The table is tllustrated with a benary alloy system of two

metals Me and Mt, where Me 1s the base metal)

Symbol Quantiy Definition Dhmension
T absolute °K
temperature
L] temperature °C
Pue | vapour pres- | saturation pressurc of the ideal gas (Me) atm
sure of Me over a condensed phase contaning this
. component
z eleclrochem. -
valency
£ electromouve | potential diffecence of an electrolytic Volt
force = cell measured 1sethermally and rever-
eml. sibly by a compensation method, 1 ¢.
no current flow
Ny, Ny | atomue Nye = | — Nyy = iy J(ige + m) -
fraction = at- 3400
ye ackivity Puclps where p, 15 the vapour pressure —
of the pure compenent Me
¥re activity —_
cocfficient ayof Ny
R gas constant | 1986 cal{degree
In logarithm loge —
log logarithm log,, —
AGy, | parual free change in free when 1g-atom of cal
encrgy encrgy Me s assimulated by
&8ye | parual heat change m heat a(theorcucallyyinfi- cal
of solution conlent ntte amount of an
ASge | parual entro- | change in alloy of constant Cl=
pymnsoluion | entropy compasition Ny, cal/degree
AGy | ntegral free | change 1n fres cal
energy energy when Ny, g-atom g-atom
AMy | integral heat | changein heat Mc and (1 — Nye) cal
f of solution con?cnt . g-atom Mt combune
by rcaction at tem- | B-atom
ASr | integ entropy | change in peraure T <l
of solution entropy g-atom
L Ltient heat cal
fusion g-alom
o, | entropy of c
fusion LT, g-alom
L, latentt heat of cal
transforma- g-atom
lron
AV | atonue Alomic Weight/Density (p = pykno- cm’f
volume melre; r = X-ray) g-atom
AVr | volume (Varroy — ZVmetats)f EVmetals at -
change on temp T
formation
Brackets around chenncol symbeols
{Me) Me: sold .
{Me} Me  hquid
{Me) Me  gaseous
[Melye—se Me: dissolved 1n ailoy Me-Mt



Table 2. Data for the Pure Metals

N cal N zal A¥|1q -
Metal S AV o’c ! g-atom met °C ‘g-atom | at mpl bpt °C
1] 670 130 180 To0 1370
Na 1213 nr 9T e Y] 47 HH
K 152 45 4 6) 5 560 412 779
Cs 155 67 7 04 500 Ty £90
Be 228 49 1283 (2 300 2400
Mg TI7 140 G50 2080 L5 32 110%
Ca 995 59 440 o 850 2070 1420
Ba 150 1840 ki 150 T I3 1640
Al 6177 00 659 1,500 27 2330
La 136 24 (368 90 (27000
Ce 16 65 207 (754) BO4 (25300
Pr 1715 W0Ee (190 935
Ta g 108 RE2z g} 1470 3260
Zr 919 149 470 S0 [ E:01 4750
v L E 15 L550) 1920 3350
HNb 35 9 + 2410
Ta $94 10 85 2980
Cr 568 72 1850 2500
Mo LK) 94 2600 5550
W 404 95 1330 (5400
Mn 759 71 001100, | 480 550, | 1250 (3,200)
1136 430
Re B ES 93 nn (3500
Fe 649 71 907 1404 215, 140 1537 1.610 798 0N
Co 718 66 445, 1125 60, 710 1491 1,750 1900
™ 712 66 1453 4,220
Ru L] 81 410
Rh {7 &) B3 1940
Pd 0 19 1552 {4,120y
Qs 78 B 45 2700
Ir 57 86 240
™ 10 00 91 1369 (5 200 41060
Cu Ty7 71 108) 3100 T o4 2570
Ag 10 20 0} 460 ¥ 2,690 e 2700
A 32 102 1063 1,050 14 2963
Zn 995 ol 419 5 1,740 96 907
Cd 1135 119 izl 1,530 40 765
Hg 152 - M7 850 1481 3565
25°CY
Ga 98 1s 257 1235 144 1150
In 139 L5 65 156 3 780 t6 25 HrE
Ll 15 35 1725 234 90 R Io3¢ 1810 &0
P 1549 182 k67 1.150 §9 45 1750
Sngp 1129 16 25 1} 500 PRI 1.690 1703 110
k1] 4 50 1205 1410 1100
Cagr 136 54
1:1) [EN.] 2115 271} 2,600 20 B5
5n 10 92 184 &M 5 1770 1870 1635(Sb}
Al g4 1365 —_ sb 622
P 106 17¢ a2 | sy | 1775 | 2800PY
Tz il 83 20 45 ‘ 450 4,180 930
Smet | 1015 103 130 1500 1 1935 685
1582 156 H 95 3 5 1% kIl 177 (-t 605 )
Rel 450, 102, | 255 25 2353 218, 329,455 1 248, 210 | 417, 255, | 153, &1,
2 IS;]a. 20 61 23% 462, | 456, 114
14




LABORATORY_ Tg_sr’ RESULTS
1897 Aurora; TX Mgtal Sample

Conducted for
~John P, Schuessler

1, The subject sample was analyzed by x-ray fluorescence, soft
X-ray spectroscopy, and optical metallography.

2y X-Ray Fluorescence Analysis

The approximate composition of the sample as measured
by x-ray fluorescence was:

95 atomic(at.) % Al
5 aste. % Fe

That no zinc was detected in the sample is of interest,
since zinc was found in other pieces of aluminum recovered
in the geographical area of the .present sample, The
%igittof%x-ray fluorescence detectablility for Zn is

o Ve 0

3. Soft X~Ray Analysis

The approximate composition of the sample as measured
by soft x-ray spectroscopy was:

98 at, % Al
1-2 at, % Fe

No copper was observed with soft x-ray spectroscopy:.
which has a limit of detectability of approximately

t at, %, Commercial aluminum alloys that contain iron
usually contain 4-5 wt, % copper.

4., QOptical Metallographic Analysis

Photomicrographs of the sample are shown in Encl.(1)(see
attached photographs), The presence of large grains shown

in Figure 1(see page ) indicates that the sample is stregs-
free and has gone through a melting and cooling stage.

The presence of shrink cavities observed before the material
was etched also indicates that the sample had heen molten,
Small crystals of a second phase as shown in Encl, {(1)(see
page ) are an iron-aluminum intermetallic compound, Th®s
second phase is present because not more than 1% iron can
exist in solution in aluminum, These crystals are much
harder than the aluminum matix and are much more numerous

at the outer surface than in the interior as may be observed
by comparison of Figures 1 and 2, The photomicrograph in
Figure ' was taken at the edge of the cut surface whereas
the photomicrograph in Figure 2 was taken at the center of
that surface, The differences in the pprcentages of aluminum

- ¢ -y 1Y
AT



and iron between the x=-ray fluorescence and soft x-ray
results are due to this change in concentration of the
second phase, In the soft x~ray spectroscopy measurements,
the x-rays originate from a small area(! mm X 3 mm) near
the center of the cut surface, but in x=-ray fluorescence
the entire sample contributes to the results, The increase
in concentration of the second phase near the edge of the
sample is a normal occurrence when the alloy is cooled
from the melt,

5« The sample was tested for radiocactivity with a Gelger counter,
No radiation above background was detected,

& PHONE 512/379-9216
lllll'ﬂtlll;’

MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.
The Sciantific nvestigotion

of Unidentified Flying Objects
WALTER H ANDRUS, JR. 103 Qldtowne Ruad
Wsmabonal Dwector Segun, Texas 78155 USA.
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ANASTAS TECHMICAL SERVICES
Cursor: 0. Q0QKeY 7]

74
MON @2-AUG-8X" 1S:27

F
E
E
VFS = 4096 10.240
AURORA FRAGMENT
550
SEMI-QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS: AURDRA FRABMENT
EL NORM. K-RATIO
AL-K ©.99046 +- @.00198
FE-K 0.00953 +- 0 .00033
ZAF CORRECTION 25,00 KV 49 .00 Degs
No. of Tterations 2
— % €23 tA3 IF1 ©ZAF] ATOM.%Z WT.%
AL-K ©.990 ©.999 1.923 ©.999 1.022 99.50 98.96
FE-K ©.089 1.08¢ 1.018 1.000 1.1060 6.50 1.04

# — High Absorbance
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[NI©)]) HE DALS TIMES HERALD (T\)5) 1

May 31, 1973

Walt:

Here is today's story on the first
scientif results of metals testing on the
reported Aurora, Texas crash in which the
pilot's body was surposed to have been
recovered,

We have sent a complete file to Dr. Hynek
to brief him. 4fter the scientific findings
of the analtbts are in we would consider it
an "honor" and one hell of a boost if both
you as MUPON national director and Dr. Hynek
gould comment on the effort wnd whether
you consider the evidense substantial enough
to go ahead with a firm effort to secure an
exhumation order in the grave we have heen
getting the signals from,

Obviously we need the respect and outside
"punch"™ that a statement from Dr. Hynek and
yourself would give us in this case. We feel
we have dug intd every corner and Gary
reports his analysis thus fars looks
promising.

Please let me have your views on this
possibility. We could of course conduct 1t
in other ways ---not a la Hayden Hewes --
and we want keep it strajght and level to
maintain the community cooperation.;sy, Bill




N(©),1] | HE DALAS TIMES HERALD (N10)1]

June 5, 1973
Walt:

Here are copies of last Friday's and
Sunday's Aurora UF0 search stories. This
completes the set.

We announce the metal findings
tomor+~ow, Wednesday, June 6, 1973
Regards,

D

Bill
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2 THE ALUGMINUNM INDUSTRY (5qu;mp5 , ,930)

metal into the usages of man's life is an operation of extreme
difficulty.” This statement was truly prophetic, for scicntist
though he was, Suinte-Claire Deville sensed the crux of the
commercial problem, possibly because he had devoted o large
part of his own fortune, not, only to his cxperimental work, but
also to the marketing of the product. !

Sainte-Claire Deville had rcfcrenr,:e to aluminum produeced
by the earliest process known, reduction with sodium, Thirty-
four years later (1889), Charles M. H;ull, whose invention of the
clectrolytic method of producing aluniljnum permitted o drastic
reduction in cost, wrote his associate in the Pittsburgh Reduction
Company, Romaine C. Cole, *“The hmention of §2 per pound
in 1,000-pound lots did not scem to inferest anyone . . . practi-
cally no onc wanted a thousand pounds.” Here was a metal
about which much had been published looking forward to an
“ Aluminum Age,”” with methods of working covored experimen-
tally, and uscs suggested that ranged all the way from minor
coinage to the replacement of steel in bridges. Also it was a
metal but one-third the weight of any other metal in common
use, which for 30 years had been generally known to have
reasonable strength when worked or alloyed, and stability under
ordinary atmospheric conditions. Yet when it was suddenly
brought down from 38 to 32 per pound, » decrease to 25 per cent
of its previous value, this new price did not even arousc interest.

It is not surprising, therefore, to find the statement by Dr.
Joseph W. Richards in the 1890 edition of his well-known book,
“Aluminium, Its Properties, Meiallurgy and Alloys,” that
“Aluminium has not yet won a very large field, and perhaps
not a little disappointment is felt on finding out exactly the few
uses it has been put to.” It was disheartening to the pioncers
who, like Bainte-Claire Deville, had hoped to place the altminum
industry on a firm basis, but were infstead between the devil of
the high costs of production and the doep sea of a resiricted
market that could only be enlarged through sales below cost.
The early dynamos werc tcmpcrﬂ,mental but the weekly payroll
was not. ‘

Early Development of Markets in the United States.

Probably the first assembly of aluminum f{abricated in the
United Stutes, of which there cxisbs[mn,hcnt‘ic knowledge, is un
engincer’s Wsnsil made in 1876, 1t lis-‘. now in the muscumn of its

4
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fiakers, \‘.1 & L. E. Gurley, Troy, N, Y. The castings in this

thalruane llll were m*ul( from aluminum purehased front a moetal
broker at §1.30 per av oirdupois ounce.  The date of the invoice,
Apr. 3, 1810 indicates that the metal was cither imported or
else made gt the small chemical works of Col. William Frishmuth
at Pl1iladellp}1ia. Sodium was made at this plant and, by its
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Ia. 1 —Transit wade of alumnum by W, and L. E. Gurley and exhibited as
| Centennial Exposition in 1876.

use, sma.II‘ quantities of aluminum were produeed. The alumi-
num tubing was bought in Paris by William Gurley.

This transit was cxhibited at the Centennial Exposition in
Philadelphia and probably sold. Fifty-three ycars later it was
returned to the makers for repair and by them exchanged for 2
new Instrument.  Its history from 1876 to 1909 is unknown,
but froen th(. lutter date it wus owned by an engincer in Char-
btteavitie, Vao, and had been in almost constant service. A
(‘:v.u;da e du ‘micat analysis, recently inade of o sample from
LA VL st :m alumizeatn content of 9204 per eont,
fteee of s heey 91 jeon U copper (014 and
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8 THE ALUMINUM INDUSTRY

Soldering and” Welding.—As soon as sheet metal became
commercially available, the necessity for prloperly joining pieces
was evident. Probably no other process was the subject of so
much cffort and invention. The Patent Office files on aluminum
solders are voluminous, and the results disappointing in many
ways. Secarcely a weck went by in the early/days that some new
solder was not being pushed by a hopeful inventor. The problem
was not one simply of finding 2 solder that wo;uld flow and adhere,
Any combination of metals with o substantially lower melting
point than that of aluminum was certain [to differ from it in
clectrolytic potentinl. This meant the failure of the joint
through galvanic action in the presence of, any moisture that
could act as an electrolyte. Ultimately a very satisfactory
welding technique was developed, but in thc]ﬁrst 20 ycars of the
commercializing of aluminum no stable use resulted where either
hard or soft soldcring was cssential and ,where riveting was
impractical. The soldering of aluminum is better understood
now and has some applications for which it is :quite satisfactory,

Some Early Uses and Their Results, !

Prior to 1890, the uses open to so expensive a metal as alumi-
num in fabricated form were of two general classes. The first
ineluded parts of instruments or machines of various kinds, in
which the labor per picce was so much greaterlthan the cost of the
material used that this cost was negligible; The second class
might be termed “metal fancy goods” or noveltics. Five years
Iater, with the gradual decrease in the selliﬁg price of ingot to
55 cents per pound, and with sheet metal available at from 82
cents to $1.10 per pound, depending upon width and thickness,
manufacturers of novelties mulliplied in number.  Also a rapidly
expanding demand resulted from the production of cooking
utensils, both cast and spun ware. “New i_uses” were mostly
limited to additional novelties, often develpped on a specula-
tive basis, and to new sizes or types of kitch?n or camp furnish-
ings. A typical display of aluminum articles in 1894 included,
besides cast and spun utensils, such an assjortment as metal-
backed brushes, collar buttons, tez-balls, snlt and pepper sets,
bookmarks, trays, card counters, cardenses, paper cutters, look-
ing-glass  and  picture frames, hairpins, éombs, penholders,
candlesticks, mateh boxes, spoons and huusclmm\bcrs.
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COMNMERCIAL HISTORY OF ALUMINUM 9

Farly in 1895'0ccurred the first bhit of what might be called
international puplicity since the Paris Exposition of 1888, The
Herreshofl Manufacturing Company designed and, with great
scerecy, built thel‘yacht Defender for the International Cup Races.
Aluminum alloy plates and deck angles, rolled in a steel mill, and
cast fittings were\used above the water line.  Prior to this in the
United States, o few small aluminum boats had been used by the

PITTSBURGH REDUCFICY: CO g
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Fro. 2._—J\Iuminum l;‘hibit at the Titshurgh Exposition, showing typieal
asluminum producis l:ls made in 1804 {(The Abem nam Werld, 1, 47 (1804).)

Wellman Aretic Expedition. In Europe, Messrs. Esscher, Wyss
and Company had experimented with a Jaunch in 1891 and &
vacht in 1892 which led to the French government’s ordering
several forpedo boats from the Creusot Works in France.

Almost from th:c day the Defendor was inunclied, sensational
stories of the failure of aluminum appeared in the daily press,
Usited States government officials condernned the meta). and the
taslders amd other experts were deawn into the controvessy,
Foorguan peactice]was cited and the techaies press cormiented
2% whgth,  Themn T-‘u.-: no aetond faileee ool long after the rures
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i DENISON, Téxas (Sp.)—South-Deollas Herald in which *Me.! “After garing at it for someilied, as well as he envid _1;:

iwc\[crn star gazers who think Join Martin, a larmes who ]1\'05.'.,..., Ae, Maortin became Hlinginr such a disance, n bzilpew, .
. b ihi |-.- ) seened ! b T ol
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i < ~con't 3 " “1(Dallas), whiie out Aunting, las' , & e 1 ¢ hi fmosl reasonabie sglution of e -
o i . W N .

one ren't secing anything ne“..n“. attention directed le a dark,” ewing it in order to rest bisl,... ae prenomenor. thotth he

Eariy-day piencers were seeinigiiect bish up in tae northern €¥CS. On -esuming hix view, (B0 g af (e oninten I 5F woe Boe.
unicertificd il:, irg objecls as'.m. 7 @uer vas gimost everhead and <3N ene o) the hraven'y
vron

zawan'y bodics.
{93--\ as S8, atleast . “The p"'".n'ar shanz, ard the¥ed  mereaved  conldernoly ' 0 ert as iy fn oAl e
i The Jan, 28, 1875, odition of thatvelooily wilh whichk 1be ﬂbj“l:.. sre wad appoared to be poing come and was scoa fost fo sizat
1Deniran Daily News carried whatceemeld to app oach, riveted ‘1;-1::9‘ 4 space at & wondeefulin the se
 historians claim, is oe of the car- "atiention, and he strairced his eyes,speei.. When directly over him it
Hiast Teporis of '- “UTQS Underit ‘o diseover it chatacier. Wieatwes about the size of a fargeiveradiy and e stparoe gtoure
o eae-line ncaong, A St'.mrc sl naiined i appear~d o be satcer ond was evidoatly at arenca o b was weo a ballecn,
‘Pheremenon,” the puper recounts, a:m\.t the size of an orange, whicih! great height. Goseres ihe atiorten of e sel

la pircs that appearced in ihe ofdicamirued e row (e sive, i “Ae, Martin (hought I resemctoniisie

athern s'te, M. Masiin
a *c::‘i"t“a" of uade: Woted
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* Airship ?Hiui"b”indmm“ 3 g"‘ Naws -to:say’ thatbe’sins -coming home §o) -

AT
HE
éﬁié’

. :ﬂg é’g
¢ *g}

i Sup!nnvllle,‘ Tests, cailed: The Dsllss ,‘:' &
- - - . T3 from prayer m’eetmpwhm he kaw an gire §
mﬁ-ﬁp’i-ll*of 1897 hejnvieﬁhan-lir,ﬂship om'hmdhhpmm’f;d s 7
maohmesmbemsnppltedsm..‘ umpuloqt;“tomhw.u
t Andt'miﬁm' 1l over the Upitéd’ ! thg‘ﬂmtdmmy»?u, paid oo of hid

- f@
]
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! ,;:’1 § 4
igr,
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M‘ ‘.;‘ " """ : . I .:!n...;.; it -‘d . ! 3 - s "5
“stirkd dp @ grocdical ok of ‘e il m"”‘*ﬁ e w"‘"
coed telegraphers, And yet pepps ol of »ra.w—'Mat (2 thh:kvm

flow u

+.. ¥ square then @Haued with mm- pmqr'a his “am delisht"' and. ho called it a | ¢
2 Syindmill and went to pieces with a terrif- "subhm ‘eight.” Fort Worth's leading wit- } *

. k¢ explasion, ecattering dehris over sever- Joseph E. (Truthiul) Scully, &

Funera! in Aurom

' *'Ihemry?irentanmsi&ﬂm:dead then&’ﬂof.&g:ﬂl&!m;r, .
was -“rpparently ons : vho t
fﬁm—m tﬁ!hh dl‘ﬁi‘i.lrdml'!eymﬁs *-i‘-wg-o:hm started by zallzond talegras. ) . . -
 ‘suggesied that “he wasn't gn inhabitant phers'{n Towa. Then railroud telegraphers
:d%wﬁ"mmnﬂm-m allovsl',ﬂbgu.s..orlt
‘mens of -the “strange mmr-.,“h,.,,,, mﬁapemm .
" eMfip settle down in ane of his pastures'and Sdll,, the fact remains
" and- silver.” The_yam cancluded with: .l pedfle, mod.dmnln!huudwm_u-,
“n *“The pilot’s mmalmumkaphum try, clximed. to see the heavierdhan-air
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g
g
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m” . crafts flying around. They couldn’t pussi-
: ! bly have been in qn the hoax in that time l N
:-, THAT DAY (April 11 wn) big air * of nﬂ:zr ocommunications, 0 years
shipy were crashing aver & widewwath of wmmwmmwmsﬂnwysaa ) '
~ the nation, at least sccording tonews re  machine off the ground at Kitty Hewk.
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‘Mean’ Schoolmaster Bade
'Named Frog Not Town

- nym.uxx.mwm S e k;l:ed mmmawmﬂa dw
IRST 1971 calentar to hit mydeskiy. £ame day in ceme
from Mayor and Mrs. Otis Dlxgyofﬁog First | bad trouble with an &yearald
. Not or Frognot, . Texas. Frog- Notyis.in-. b0y reader who objected- e:i:‘clx!@ﬂm
Collip County; nearSmHillandClim _beading’ of the column. chitd: . .
- and just east of Blue Ridge.: - " pointed out correctly that the hidwling on - iy ELa
. hw__lmJLtmw-you-n—dwmm -me-—q”ﬁﬁiljm ams hﬁ%’%lu e g
.8 huge, somewhat surealistic painting- ?:m P ) - L2 N
: asremlrogonthangNotwaursya f_m:‘-\“;i IR A O,
 tew's ik, down tha oad, from‘the Dy m;\-wﬁm amveﬂim.)emié
an store and maghet _ . ¥4 475 R. Johnson of-Austio: “T read your inter.
.+ 1 was hoping that the’ Fms‘ﬂotcaien- estmg reply‘*to 8 letter from Dy, ;
- dar would be illystrated: by some picfures; ¢ #K. Burpap jseeking furt‘her infartnation
", of frogs:.Instead ‘there is aﬁmsm bout (e, ‘airslup -crash' at Qumn.'!'a-‘ ¥
color of thmughbmd -brood ’,m‘.‘,’.f‘! wipy, 1897 L1acihes  Valtee, ‘author of | 'M:&
it s By ,,g‘e; 35 g um‘i‘;&"m“ﬁ"%’ Herlon, e ut;: a )7
Frog ‘Not was MM not 65 pf 1%
the scarcity of these ‘amphibians: but be:. . .o bock devated entifely to UFO ilshthtss
cause of an early schoolmastér, who was 4« sfbat 1897° ﬁe have Wﬁﬂ
8 severe disciplinarian. . anofluapet. “‘01‘3““1’;1 x -,\,_i ”h‘,_
ves was over mischieyeons boys hring: “’-‘”' AT R
g frogs 39 school. H;’Quww:;” eaught #4. ‘The Aurora R‘?EO" A
with & frog’in class it aagant a thrashing.” " 2 the.Britiah
So the school end later the community U gy .?"sgﬁmwmm &f':m@'ﬁ:“" :
came to be called Frog Not or Erognof, - ;7" r; ,%sm vatue, ‘pdl‘iimlm maed,g:;
That old spoilspory oﬂu échoplma ster. : agy - I
nuﬂd‘hhm been t:‘hwy A he'd lved & i mdm‘ ey
. see atllkeness asreen'rosmf t th Dal Mo N’wsﬁﬁhmﬁ
i . ~town -water, ‘paimted”frofh o’ ,mma"mt 18 .l.” If»""“’ﬁ Ter o
Mrs. Mal'y Hall of Garlmd. Now‘thmia } "Il was imlﬂﬂ ﬂﬂ.t’dle ‘3 3
some talk ebout trying €0 raise funds to “'é';’!;“. menjicned iy fhe'c
erect 8 large mtueo{ aimg"m F;os .
Nat. .-+ L TR
Ousandl-hul Dumn lmps therom-,',

ammegmmhmxd!mmen'rm dlmmsmvchropu,qld
fully Scully, a Fort Waitheailioadhrakes * g0 irship. A w3k i e
man, and other “sobef: mpnmea” sumod o5 W The uwestiptor srote that:- a‘mﬁbn
s sort of natipnal hysterja when' they.; Mw;mmmmwm
claimed to see lighter-than-air il Flying , - ~put’ down their new tracks and geglected
around several years bebretheanht o -include Adrorain their, *plam. TF. 1 ‘
: Brothers” guccessful experiment. * People . snlt.-.peuple besumo move to bepearte | ° -
all ‘over the nation d)eyrtwem ml;oad E. E. Biydm, the man who ssak’y, %
seeing adrcraft. q alrship crash ttorrJtoa,ths Patlag. | &7
was:a coiton bujer abd writerwhoziy, - -
émm to dosomathmkeepmhu  EA

C— = gl 1607..* edlition” of “ithe” ﬁﬁﬁ'mﬁ his;town and tomake it 0 tgurist attree=t |-
‘whichwwmqp fmbymea;aﬁéi {0 *;_ D e '.
flaydon", that #hij craghed o mm ‘a v:sit o Aw mmm )
the town of vnée ad um}:;gdms 'w
i ; .80 “‘-u
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Tolberts Texas S Q
-Story- of ‘Spaceman 5. o
_._B“r!al.l.,m Wise County

S ny FRANK x.mm m A Waterlao. ‘Jowa, a farmer ap-
cL YN YOUR, column sbout ‘to. years ; peared ' m:h -som#er. metgllic debris whrchr -

e —l e ——— it

PR U VP

i wrlles'monmsl( ‘Burnap,"M.D., i a fets’

" ter.-Dr. Burnap, who is. dlrector ol rthe
dep:utment of anesthesio!ogy at Presby-
.terian- Hospital of Dallas; also asked:

R ' R
; “This column keeps popping up in my..
et 'ﬁ’l’ﬁli‘ﬁnd nigging at me repeatedly. Could: .
‘ be possible toreceive |8 copy of YO bur they dald notbing wes leftof the craft

‘ E wa"}

3 “Well, Dr* Bump. it m Tore. l'ke V]
_'._fl$ ;Ye4TS 680 that 1 mada brief men-
,nqp d what waspmbab}ynm-evm

Air'shtp Hiu Wmdmiu

- fi A mid-April of 1897 hu\neﬁhan-mr
ﬂymg_mac.hmes ‘were bemg reported acen’.

“.sobgy ¢ilizans™ afl-gver: the United

Smtes. ‘And - mind “you uﬁdwauyasrsbe- -

lone ﬂlc Wright' brothérs got - off.- the.

ground -at (Kitty'- Hawk. ,ﬁu probably aI;*",'

, neﬁ)as’ & prattical’ joke ‘of . dome rails’

: 1.3, fmd telegraphérs."And: yet people all-over: .
o ithee coupiry, most of whony' colldn't posal-
e Thly -Have: been inm the, )oke.wordthqr

' s tbeaircralt ‘!‘ e
Dr.x ‘Burnap .llas nfercnoel
to ! news ‘story %‘Iuch‘ in' the
. Aprili18, 1657 edition of Tbe' Dallas Mory:
'+ ing. News. " Thére: was no real evidence’
.. that the editors were q:ooﬂns except that'
- -the rathar starthng narrative was cirried
‘_-. .,wuhu 8. very -modest headline’ .on Page §;:(
"lt wﬂii nder. the by-linel'of one S, B
- Haydon . and * this “was the. story- in part
lmm Aurora. a wllage neat Decutur and
Rhorue L ‘o

', “AURORA, Wise Comty, Tmo—-.ﬂbwt

8 o‘clnck this morning earfy nsersofﬁm-
{'rora rere - astonished at_the sudden sp- !’

< -ipearafice of " the ‘airship which' has been:
.‘f\, ~eruisifg aroind the mation-. ... Evidently ./
‘3@0:11 "af the machmry was ot of ofder, -
was. making ‘s apeid: of “only 100F; -

:; o i

es ‘ah’ hour anﬂ gmdunlly settlmg
todvgrd- the earth *
g2 gt satled dlreclly over the public *
. equan ‘then oolhded with' Judgs Proctor’s
o r wrindmill and wedt to pieoes with.a terrif-
ic_explosion, scattering -debris over sever .

- Ry al, actes, wrecking ;the windmill' snd wa- '
.]udge 8 I'Iowb i

L

ter tank, and, destmymg,
g er: ga:den nh W

e et --—.-g."d!---\-t-'u —

'-Funer&l;f-»in. Aurora N
The ‘story went o m,m t!ut adead

S . o I'-“M way, “appnrently"”;tha. onty “one
L ~aboard and ‘that his’ disfigured remains -

w amgpested . thet Yvhe - wasn'tlan - inhsbitast -
' .. of this world.” The story said that “the
town is. {ull of people" carrying off speci- .

sl'r“p settle. down in one of his pastures and .
and silver.” The )am concluded with:
L The. palo}s {unera.l w:l} talle plaoe lomor-

“jmh- -

o 7 THAT, DAY (Aprll 1, ibon) big sir-
. “ghips were crashing .over a wide swathef
t the nation, at least accordiug 10 news re-

" when. dynamiters:start_riding aifships E:}d I
i ‘world ; mdy for tinships?"‘ Ry

"’Ito be-3 men and a !arge dog were seef’”
l{lboard Mamhell Browh said !'re feard
i,mme _

o : mens of 'the “strange: metal?’ "of the eir-,

oy ...-'.-_.'.'*- oo ago you discussed a. small. town in Texas " he said ‘was all’ that, remained of anam-

A wlwrenﬂwnsmmsaidtohavc . craft- -which landed in his" pasture. He
i' 1m¢edmnyyurscgu.nlremlli’t cbamedﬁcbmthewreckageand
TR sn;ls stated thet one of the pilots of this dndn't lack, formzkpmers. ) S
Y " gifgraft was alleged to-have become ll; : '7'"""1
Ly " idiéd and’ was buried in this sumetwﬂ."," Blew U p in :Kalama-'oo ozt -

: Oné wire se!‘vwe chronicled under aT’;
detelme h‘qm * Katamazoo, - Mich:, ‘that”
theée. prominent ¢ and - sober citizens;” .._-
“whilé: engaged in ishingling 8 roof,” saw
‘an airship, o {and ahd blow up.. 'I‘hey
shingling - the roof to investigate -

‘but” e~ large ' &oil of heavy wire and L ST
'giropeller blade™ of dome light material.” ™ .
‘A farmer hamed C. L. Mcnhanyof
Stephenvn]le. Texts, called The Dallag.;
Nm to say that he was coming home
" from: ptayer meeung when he saw an air-
+ ship géttle down in: one ‘of his paswms and

" twoinen: tumped cut . ‘'to make mpmrson

' the  machinery.!".He said ' some:’ Ius"

netgl'rbore also," were witnesses. ‘Mr Me-,
hany- offered some intéresting phllosophy

v that. editson of 'Ihe Daﬂas News T3 years

go:

2 What. do you th}nlr. ]sgomglohappen

'dropping - bombs ‘down  od: folks? Is

arsecsvile, Texas, and several other
‘ehurch people’l sware  they.saw the eff.
Ehip fly low over;town snd what appeargd i .‘

7 gum on his fmt porch io Corsicang.”
The nevws ! story, didn't - mention what the
-judge. was serving but he and: all his
- guesty declared. they saw “the flying ma+.
, chine-coar over'like a reilway passenger
“conch ot ‘rather fast speed against the fir- "
‘mament.” In Dallag M. E:-Griffin,; do-‘,,:_

. Heribed a8 “chu:ch man andanon-drink— \;

Srer gaid lte 3 a powerful glags;”, i’
- glimbed . to .the ‘top “of the oourthouse
" #nd the ‘sirship* eomvenijently flew over'to '
“his- *'great deugiu" ‘andihe called'it ‘s .
.,,“mhhﬂ.n sight.” Fort- Worth' Iepdmgiarib-
~nesy.: was Joseph' E. (Truthfuly Scully.
railroad conductor- ‘who never told e & lie iu’ '
!us life.” - - ';" ' S

- The® imre seryices Sald "Iully 10 regic “",'
'denta of New'-Curltsle. Indiana” -would
swea.r an’the. Bjble they ' g@w the shlpon
lhe aight ‘of April 18, 1897,

Onetheory on, this whoie thmg # tha
- it wasis hoax ‘started. ‘by railroad telegra. '
phersdn fowa, 3‘hen railmd telegrnpttars«l-

“al} over the S, or ‘8t Teast in the mide> 7 ‘

“dle - part, joined ! in the fun, abetted by
| newspapermen, . . e
Stitl,." the fa¢t remains’ that tbouanda
..of people, some of them in the back coun -
£5try, glaimed o see the heavier-than-air..

- crafd fylng amnd Thcgreouldnt possi- A
bly have been'in on the hoax in that time -, ¢ -

of rather _poor. communications, § years

. ‘beforé” the Wright brothers: finally got A

machine off the ground at Kitty Hawk.
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Once Upon a Time in Aurora...

For that Aprif dawn, the sun came off )

the mesquite prairie like a fipped gold
com and poised on the sooty morming
clouds. The day was the 17th and if an-
cient newspapers may be trusted it was
cool for nudspring but wonderfully clear
and bright. Not a single cigar could be
seen in the sky.

Aurora. Texas. on that 17th day of
April in 1897, claimed two lawyers, one
undertaker, five doctors, a picture gal-
lery. one brass band for Sunday concerts,
two cotton gins, a newspaper, two hotels,
and 3,000 people.

The sun thpped up at 5:57 a.m., but
civil twilight, that period of light before
the dawn. came aboul 5:30 a.m. At 6
a.m. the big. silver-colored cigar ap-
peared above the southern horizon. The
cigar showed two gasoline engines along
each side. Boih turned propellers. An-
other prop. which “bored through the
air,” was mounted on top for vertical lift.

By various accounts the curious air-
borne stogic was 200 to 300 fect long
and 50 feet wide. Windows, at least seven
of them, were across the botiom. A
strong headlight-flashed out of the nose.
Depending on who reported seeing the
crgar. it was piloted by one of several
e, soime of whom wore blue sailor
S

On the | Th, however, a Martian di-
rected the cigar.

The aurship—no onc really believed it
was a flyiig cigar—came in low over
Auroras sguare, then zoomed north
above Judge J. S, Procior’s house,
perched on one of those caliche hills,
The machine struck the peace justice’s
windnuli and exploded. Debris scattercd
over several acres. Among other dam-
ages wiis Judge Proctor’s flower garden,
which was runed.

Aurorans hurried to the smashed cigar.
The pilot was badly disfigured, but they
could see he was not of this earth. T. J.
Weems, an astronomy authority and the
U.S. Signal Scrvice officer stationed in
Aurora, 1ssued his opinion that the pilot
came from the planet Mars,

by JERRY_FLEMMONS _

Searchers found papers in the wreck-
age but could not read them. The writing
~—1f it was that—was unintelligible hiero-
glyphics. The cigar must have weighed
scveral tons, but observers could not
ideniify 1ts metal and only speculated
that it was a mixture of alununum and
silver.

S. E. Hayden. a Jocal cotton buyer,
surveyed the wreck and hurmed off 1o
inform big city newspapers. Citizens
cleaned up debris and at noon of the 17th
they gave the Martian pilot a Christian
burial in the little cemetery on the serche
hill.

Texas had its Paul Revere for flying
panatellas, Joseph E. “Truthful” Scully,
a Fort Worth man who conducted for the
Texas and Pacific Railroad. Scully,
whose reputation for truthfulness and
honesty was unquestioned. teld a report-
er he had sighted the supposed airship in
Wood County near Hawkins. Almost
immediately citizens reporied sightings
in Demison. Beaumont, Whitney, Forney,
Mansfield, and Dallas. An Atlanta farm-
er spohe with occupanis of the cagar, one
of whom told himi. “We will be in Grecce
day after tomorrow.” That man claimed
thrce beings aboard sang “Nearer My
God to Thee" and passcd out temperance
tracts.

Rev. J. W, Smith <aw the machine at
1:16 a.m. of an April morning as 1t dis-
appearcd above Childress speeding to-

. ward Amarillo. C. L. Mcllhaney and a

dozen other men of Stephenville claimed
the aigar landed in Erath County and had
a pilot and engineer aboard. In Merkel
a family returning from church spicd an
anchor hooked to a corrai fence. A stout
rope led from the anchor to the cigar,
hovering just above the ground. Before
their eyes, the cigar opened and » smalf
man in a blue sailor swt slid down the
rope. Spying the family. the sailor cut
the rope. reentered the stogie, and the
ship flew away. The anchor was dis-
played in Merkel for several weeks.
According to the Fort Worth Regisrer,
Patrick Byrncs, a railroad telegrapber,

R Rt o A e ———

L
came across an airship ncar Putnam in
West Tevas. Byrnes was pedaling his ve-
locipede cast on what would become

U.S, 80, He saw o ight. became curious, .

and stopped o investigate. What he
found was he cigar filled with biue-
suited men. The ship had engme trouble.
He ielaied that the mer claimed to be on
ther way to Cuba to “bamb 1the Span-
1ards * The cigar was loaded with “sev-
eral tons of dynamite.” The cigar's
captain revealed that has airship intended
1o drop bombs on the Spanish navy and
destroy it. By one o'clock, on the morn-
ing of April L7, the ship was repalired.
It lef1t Byrnes and his velocipede and flew
off 10 the Ozark Mountains of Arkansas,
where, the captam said, his crew would

train for the-bombings. R e

It a ruler 1s placed on a map, Aurora
lies almost in a straight line between the
Putnam sighting and the Ozarks. By 6

am. the cigar could have been above-

Auvrora, just in ume to destroy Judge
Proctor’s fiower garden.

So S. E Hayden informed the news-
papers and the newspapers informed the
world and the world yawned at the news
of a Martian-piloted spaceship crash in
Aurora.

Did it really happen?

Wise County historians, familiar with
the tale, politely cleared their throats and
said. “No.” It was just a hoax, folks. But
few believed them.

Years later, a West Texas scientist, Dr.

Alfred E. Kraus. a director of the Kil-
gore Research Center, came to Aurora
twice, He uscd a metal detector to search
the crash area. What he found were old
stove lids, horse bridle rings. and 1932
license plates. What he did not find were
bits and pieces of a silver cigar. Kraus
also interviewed several elderly persons
who had lived at Aurora in 1897, None
remembered a Martian visit.
- In the early_1960's an aging railroad
telegrapher confessed that the entire fly-
ing cigar business in 1897 was a joke
concocied by railroad men in Iowa.
When the joke reached Texas. "“Truth-
ful” Scuily was chosen 1o initiate the
story. .Byrnes's addition apparently was
unscheduicd embroidery. Other sightings
by non-rallroad men were products of
imagination.

Could anyone really have seen an air-
ship in 1897, some 614 years before the
Wright Brothers flew 59 seconds and 852
feet at Kuty Hawk and 3 years prior to
the first launching of Count Ferdinand
von Zeppelin's powercd air vechicles in
Germany? It all seems too improbable.
And Martians. little men in blue sailor
suits. anchors and dynamite-loaded air-
ships headed for Cuba must have been
pure imagination.

Probably it was just a coincidencé that
the battleship Maine mysteriously was
blown up in Havana’s harbor in 1898.
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UFO Unit
Requests

ToExhume
A Body

AURORA, Tex. (UPI} — An
international UFOQ  bureau
spokesman said Wednesday
the organization would go to
court if necessary to open a
grave in a small north Texas
cemetery it says contains the
body of an 1897 astronaut who
‘“‘was not an inhabitant of this
world.”

Hayden Hewes, director of
the Unidentified Flying Object

(UFO) investigative group,
said legal mmeans already
have begun for exhuming the
body.

“AFTER CHECKING the
grave with metal detectors
and gathering facts for three
months, we are as certain as
we can be at this point he was
the pilot of a UFQ which re-
portedly exploded atop a well
on Judge J. 8. Procter’s

-

place, April 19, 1897,"” Hewes
said. *He was not an inhab-
itant of this world.”

An intense search for pieces
of the 1%th century spaceship
have been underway since
March by the UFQ bureau
teamn, but the story of the al-
leged explosion of the UFO
has been a legend in Wise
County for more than a hali
century.

It was first reported in Dal-
las and Fort Worth newspa-
pers a few days after the al-
leged explosion, and reporters
quoted witnesses that they
had alse buried the astronaut
who died inside the ship.

Most residents around the
small hamlet, about 60 miles
northwest of Fort Worth,
Tex., claim the story was al-
ways a hoax.

Hewes doesn't believe so.
*“We hope by exhuming tie

body we may obtain some of |
the same type of unusual {

metal from either his clothing-
or bones that was unearthed
at the well site when we
checked jt with metal detec-
tors,” he said.

Those pieces of metal are
now being analyzed by scien-
tists, he said.

1A st Petersburg Times, Sunday,

.

March 25, 1973
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Seek 1897 spaceman s!grave

~UFO sea_'rchers go underground’

By BILL CASE
Aviation Writer

A team of ufologists (Unidentified

Flying. Object investigalors) ave comb-
ing a cemectery in the ghost lown of Au-

© rova in Wise County lor the svaveofa’

UFO pilot reportedly buried there afrer
his spaceship collided with a windmill

~ and exploded April 19, 1897,

Hayden Hewes, direcior of {he Tn-
ternational UFOQ Bureau in Oklahoma

_ City; confirmed scientists are searching -

the abandoned weed covered - demelery

[or the spacesh:p pllot § -grave.” :
]-Iewes said” thetsegreh under way

was '’ prompted by newspaper, reports ol
A D

through “'hundreds of UFO sighring re-

porls pub]tshcd in old newspapers 78 .

years ago. E

Salurday The Dallas Timces Heta[d s
also located published reporvts of _the- ,

crash in ihe town near Rhome,

“The h:ody was dismembered,” the .. .
. reports  sajd. _
" muains were picked vp 10 determine it

“However, cnough re-
was nol dhat of an inbabilant of this
warld, It was given a’ Clwisttan buri-

21

Rewes:said he and his group hope °

lo, lecale ;the grave and «"tain permis-

. sion flom the State of Tesas to ef.- -
- ~aetial monster  over

“hume the banes for study

-'!hls 13 lhe only recorded instance of a

S mill,

W cm——

ol ' Ont or thousands *6f UFO- repoﬂs‘ e

.12, miles’ an hour,

......"- R T T

crash where a uewmans body has

been recovered, . t
The crash was the climax-toa'rash

'of hundreds ¢f UJFO sightings in North

“Texas cities and lowns from aboutjAprl.

14 through ‘April 27, 1897. L)

No. 4 had seen 2 UFOQ on the m_nht of
April 17 and Dailas druggist R. C. Ko-
pisch =aid a crowd formed in froni of

his store 10 watch’thé cigar-shaped ob- -
. Ject with blinking lights hover over the
: city and then disappear at hich speed.

“During nightly  visitalions o[ the
Dallax lf‘SIdL‘nl‘i
hcld Ia\}'n_ parlies’ just to sit ontside

b ..w\-'-- T

4.<~a-.. —_—

R '- - “':'--Comtinned From Pago 1 body appeared to be sume
. .. much: lower altitude and mov-

' _ - iu- g due north at about. 10 to ten" ini: some’ uriknown hiero- . sighitseers
20N ~glyphics  which'leould: not be . _plecesof the craft.,
~ I “the north patt of lown decaphered "* said T. 3 was buried at mon.-
"1t Veollidéd s with Judge Ji'S, - Weems,- US'—Stgnal ‘Seivices {70 : +his *
" Proctor’s-~windmill :and” went 'ottioer stal.ioned in “Aurora’
“10 * pleces ‘with” a: trernendous
e 'explosion " o
<. ported. “Parts scattered over ~the

RN
!he “stories - re-

: ‘a watermg trough s.nd _"unlmown metal tvas $0. Bé
© T the judge's flower: gmden *demol.lsbed deta.tts “of its con- - tqns home‘ They couldbea.n-

"% were destroyed.” ..+ - in]

L e

in

. . colored,
:The Times Herald of April’ 13; 1897
repoﬂed fivemen of lngine Compa.nyr :

‘sort"of log of his travels writ-~

and ah’ amateur astronorner..

“istruction - and mouve power

e, AR e AR i b e, e . -

Texas

and wait for its. appeatance,” Thé

* Times Herald reported.

Published reports from mmore tha.n
2 cities where UFQOs were sighted: in-
North Texas all described 1t as “silver.
cigar-shaped, about 60 feet
leng, with blinking
noise.””

© *‘These  reporls

tor of MUFON (Midwest Unidentified
Flying Ohject Network). )
MNewspaper  stories  said the UFQ
which had been sighted over Aurora on
olher nccasions was firsl spotted at 4
A m jhaf fatal morning haveling at a
: See UFOQ on Page $

B As news oi the emsh
spread ‘the s {own ™ filled with |
Zivpho} .,gsthered v

T

1} a('a‘tthe bolmm—.o
(ﬂy " nbar .

only - livﬁtg thing :ahoard. 'hOPeS;‘ pleces’of the ¢ :
rihign @ doepiv

" aiyzed o . *dEtermme what
' metal the craIt was mnde ol.

P e [ AL g

1 - . -k "Papem found o the ptlot’s _could notpedetermined

1

lighis and no -

correspond _with' .
- many of the thousands of UFQ reports -
! we - have -veceived in. recent years,”
_ saxd Walter H. Andrus, exccutive direc-

3
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Aurora s old-timers
‘thinking over’ UFO

By LILL CASE
Aviation Writer

Did a hapless UTQ wi'ot ciash b
spaceship wtm a windrill near the
Wise County com~ vty of Adtora bee
fore the turn of tne centuiy?

Was he “buried with Chushan
ntes’ 1 tae Aurota Ce vetéry?

Mo of Aurrra s 200 residents sdmit
thev doni ko bt ape ‘thirkng st
over e .

Others nt as tacrinin say it is
possihle.  Srme bra.nd the mwﬁ a
hoax '.«l"t "

After da,x of questlo
g by uiclegusts (umderl gyl
object mvestigatolr), new;
ers, radio ardtulevim
ittle has beem learne&-ﬁj orlmu
prove the crash’ rqmﬁadhpfﬂh 1897.

On that datsm ﬂ'n{undsto(amh

of UFO aghtings-ip- %ﬂa
throughout Nori“FPexas, P, 2. Hagden, °,
a cotton buyer amd b:ﬁbspondent for
Dallas and Fort Worth newspapers

«~ filed this story: . J. -

“At 4 am a spaceshup which had
been seen .o the area presccusl tran-
2 ng very kv ata s cashed snio
Judge J 8§ Trueaa » wmdn il and
vent 10 pecc- vt g ttenendous e
plosiop

Parts =ca: z o o.e1 seve al acres
The audnl! wes aestroyed The pi-
lots body was di-membéred. However,
encugh 1emains we - gathered to deter-
Tine 1 was m° eonoanl amtaat of this

erdd

The body was huied at noon n
Amora Cemeiern, Hayden reported

Papers believed 1o be the miot's log
were found written 1 seme undeut-
pherable hierogiyphics And the areraft
was made of some unkhown metal "

- When the stary.came o Lgnt again
rgcently -while somé UFD researchers
werte checking ol@ chppings, Hayden
Hewes,. director of the Imtermational
UFC Bureau in Ohianoma City, took
his mvesgmm to, Aurora,

e are mtlmung to check the
area even though some say 1t was a
hoax,” Hewes told The Times Herald
Wednesday. “We are especially Yoolung
ior any metal pieces of the UFQ that
might have gone down mearby wells
and we aie searching, the cemetery for
the piloL s grave.” .

Biawley Oates, 65, who was born n
Aurora and has bived on the reported
crash site since 19435 says-

“I've heard this story all my life
Of course I'm not sure this was a
UF0O But I believe something of thus
kind eusts There are too many simw-
a1 reports from too many places tn be
coineidenual

Qales said that wahen be and &
nephew clrated ot (ne o] well wheyo
tne wndnu!l Lad beon  cported de-
suoyed they  ecovered a larze amount
ot metal.

*The meces weie alout the <17e of
wour fist.” he =axd  But we didnt
think and simply twnked them. Later
we capped e wed and dn'led = new
one, ithen budt a buck welhouse on
the site,”

Mrs Etta Pezucs of nearby New-
ark,’a writer and novelst, debunks the
slory.

"It was all a hoay cooked up by
Hayden and a bunch of men mtihng
atound 1n the geacial slore,” she told
refloiiers And thoie was never any
windmill theie '

Oairs S4)8 she s wrong

*When we cieaned out the sell my
nepliew also dug out the old windmil
cormer posts,” he said
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. By FRANK X. TOLBERT

THE DALLAS News and other Texas
newspapers carried a story in the April
19, 1897 editions that a “*spaceship** had
crashed the day before in the village of
Aurora, Wise County, and it was de-
clared that the dead pilot’s body was
distigured but it was clear that “*he was

-not an inhabitant of this world:” It was

also written that “funeral services will

F @?Z&@ s

e \.Brlhsh Envestloaled
Aurcra’s UFQ in 1966

. this philosophy:

be held for the pilot here at noon tomor.
" that “3 prominent and sober citizens

row.”,

Tive kicked this yarn around in my‘

coluign before, most recently when
some«quotations were printed from a
British magazine called Flying Saucer
Review. The magazine sent an investiga-
tor 1o Aurora town and published a re-

port’ 1:1 1967,

You may have read in Sunday’s Dal-
Jas [News that a 1973 team of investiga-
tors for an organization called Interna-
tiona! Unidentified Flying Objects Bu-
reau is now in Aurora looking for metal

" fragments of the alleged 1897 spaceship

crash and searching the local cemetery
for dm pilot's body.

WHAT THE United Press Internation-
al wire service story in Sunday's Dallas
News didn't mention was that that 1897
report: from Aurora was cnly one of
hundreds of “'sightings™ of airships and
even conversations with the pilots on
the ground solemnly reported by “sober
witnesses’ all over the United States in
that April more than 6 years before the
Wright brothers achieved powered
flight at Kitty Hawk. The April 16
through 20 newspapers were full of such
stories. You can say it was all a hoax.
Yet how did so many people in so many
states get coeordinated for such a ¢olos-
sal prank?

For example, in the same issue
which reported the Aurora crash, there
was, another story from Stephenville,
Texas.' in which *a prominent farmer
from 3 miles down the Bosque,” C, L.
Mcllhany, claimed that he was coming
home from prayer meeting when he
saw, 2" heavier-than-air [lying machine
land “in his pasture and 2 men jumped
out “te repair the machinery.” Mr.
Mcllhapy said he assembled about a
dozen of his neighbors to bear witness
and“pamed them.

= —-__V L LT

.1. SCHUESSLER

ﬂ @sc

McIlhany said the pilots “waved
adieu™ and climbed in the plane and

took off, apparentiy under electric pow--

er “lrom large storage batteries.”

The farmer concluded his tale with
“What's going to hap-
pen when ‘dynamiters get to riding in
flying ships and drop bombs down on
folks?”

An April 17, 1897 newspaper story
from Kalamazoo, Mich,, chronicled

while engaged in shingling a roof” saw
an. airship crash land and completely
blgw up. City Marshall Tom Brown and
sorne other “church people” in Farm-
ersville, Texas, swore they saw ‘an
airship fiy low over the town. There was
more of such testimony.

1

+The 1897 story in the Dallas News on
thé Aurora crash was under the by-line
of 'F. E. Hayden. The material in his
story certainly isn't very retisble. For
instance he said that one of the wit-
nesses of the crash was “T. J, Weems,
a U.S. Army Signal officer and astro-
no{ner * In 1397 there was a T. J.
Weems in Aurora all right but he was
the local blacksmith.

Hayden wrote: *“At about 6 o’clock
this morning early risers were aston-
ished at the sudden appearance of an
airship. It sailed directly over the pub-
lic square and collided with the tower of
Judge ~Proctor’s windmili—and went to
pieces with a terriflic explosion, wreck-
ing the water tower and destroying the
judge's flower garden.”

The Flying Saucer Review’s British
investigator who came to Aurora 69
years after the alleged crash said that
Aurora had been a busy town until the
trailroads by-passed it and that F. E.
Hayden, the auihor of the 897 story
“wanted to do sometaing to keep people
in his town and make it a tourist at-
tracnon "

ﬁihz Rallg Zlorning T -

Sm@wc@cm

Monday,
April 2, 1973
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STILL, BRAWLEY OQates, who in.

April, 1973, lives on the site of Judge
Proctor's old place in Aurora, told the

UPI in Sunday's story that “he anda

nephew cleancd out a well where the
windmill stood and discovered a large
amount of metal. The pieces were about
the size of your fist, but we didn't think
anything of it and junked them.”

; N

at
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RORA, Tex...AgE-j] 1 -

| Etta Pegues thinks™iF's all a

big hoax,

to 'havé. crashed into Judge T.

"ago.

says his group is not takin
| any chances, P ¥ 8
“"We are ‘continuing to check
the area, even though it could
T_;ave been a hoax,* Mr.
| said . Wednesday, “we
especially Iooking . for any
-] metal plece of the UFQD that
tnight have gone down nearby
wells, and we are searching
the cemetery for the. pilot’s
grave,” . '
Mr. Hewes and his ;
were  aroused by 1%1:

counts of an unidentified flyin
abject that crashed in the areag.
The articles were found in
Dallas and iFt. Worth
newspapers dating to ri
1897, 8 Aprl
“At 4 AM 2 spaceship which
previously slowly crashed jnto
Judge I, S. Proctor's windmill
and went to pieces with a
tremendous explosion,” said
1 one article, written by F. E,
| Hayden, - '

“Parts were scattered. over
several acres. The windmiil
was destroyed. The pilot's body

enpugh remains were gathered
to determine it was not an inh
habitant of this world,
“Thie_ body was burfed at
foon in  Aurora Cemwtery,
| Papers believed to bs the
pilot's log were found, written
in some - undecipherable-
hieroglyphics and the aircraft
was made of some unlmown
metal,” the article said. '
| . Mrs. Pegues, €9, who has
lived in nearby Newark, Tex.,
since 1920, says she was not
taken in by the storjes,
“It was all a hoax,” she said,
| "It was cooked up by F. E.
Hayden who was g . cotton
buyer and correspondent for
Dallas and  Ft. Worth,
newspapers, and men sitth

-
w2 L

said.

was dismembered. However, |

Hewes |
are |

discovery of newspaper ac. |

had been seen. in the area |

Hayden ' Hewes,
the “International UFQ|
Bureau” in Oklahoma City |

[rmmd the general store,” ghe

P e vy .
AL s ot J

LI,

‘:\’i'z!uss?_zy

“The Aurora Cemetery ha3 a. _: .
record of every person_ there, " -
but an investigating 80d there is no record of any |...
team {s busy:‘gearch{ng for re- man from Mars: ever having
1 Inams of a spaceship Téported been buried there, -

Fash : "Furthermore, there never.
C. Proctor’s windmill 7¢ years Was any -well there,” Mry.

Pegues said. *‘Judge Proctor

director of ,didn't have any windmiil.”

h - D
L e .

~DALLAS, Tex.“(AP) . A
team of Unidentified Fiying Ob-
jects (UFO), investigators; ‘are
", combing a cemetery: in* the

.+ ghosttown of Aurora in’North
- "= "Cenlral Texas for the grave of a:

"' UFO pilot reportedly buried

|77+ of bundreds-of UFO sightings in

. _ there, the'Dallas; Times Herald

- said in its Sunday editions. " :r i’

+* % "L The mewspaper-said that Hay-,
* - den Hewes, director of the:inter-
. . ..-national UFO Bureau in Okla-
] .boma City,. confirmed .that -sci-;
- " entists are searching.the aban-

- =-widoned weed-covered:-;cemetery‘

[ -~ .for the spaceship pilot’s graver -
7 =" 7, Hewes told the néwspaper:the;
-+-.search was prompted by:news:
.-, .. paper reports of April 1897-that
| " "a spaceship had collided with a
-7 windmill and exploded and that

-~ "the pilot was buried in the.
T town's cemetery, it -
-+ The Times Herald said it lo-

. _cated-published reports of the

. - erash-that said “tHe body of the

" pilet -was dismembered, - How-
_~_ever, enough remains ' were

. " picked up to determine it was
" mot that of an inhabitant of this

world. It was given a Christian

"._ According 'to'’ reports, the

- .erash was the climax to a rash

. -, North Texas cities and towns

-... from April 14 through April 27,

. UFO_Investi

|LFOG: up 'hHu’.'-fs' Spaceship E
That Hit Windmill

O. EVED NG

n,

'-"I-‘he day

els.

. The" Akl 18, o0, edition of

| L e :' :QBFL
!  APRIL

()

XENEWS: - IR

1373

gators._._ |

of Pilot: |

the Time ‘Herald quoted Dalia - |j
residentsas saying: that-crowd:

had: formed to: watch a .cigar:

-shaped “object with” blinking -
lights hever over the city  and,
then disappear at high speed. - " {
“During nightly visitations .of
the aerial micoster over.Dallas)’
residents lield lawn parties to sit| §
outside and wait -for ‘its appear. |}
‘ance,” the Times Herald report-{ §

of the-crash the UFQ,
~was - sighted.. over,”Aubora &;at
-about 4’ a.m; dccording . to ve-]
ports, It ‘¢ollided ‘with Judge J.|

pimill:ahd went

eroglyphics ot 7 syt U
' The-pilot ‘was"buried “at noon,; }
pieces of the spaceship,* seat.
tered all over ‘the area, were.
taken by sightseers. .- - ﬂ_';'

‘Hewes said his searches have' i
located the cemetery- and* re-j
mains of the wind
iandmarks. .- ;.

Lo g1
- KOBE, "Japan-. (AP} = The
Tkuno copper mine, the oldest in
operation in-Japan; has finally
run ¢ut of copper, mine.officials
reported. -They said ' it ‘was
opened 1,200 years ago. - ¥

a4

S. Proctor'siwindmill
topieces. [
.T. J. Weems, U _
vices officer stationed-in Aur-
‘ora, was.-quoted as saying the
pilot carried some - papers -that

~appeared to be a 16gof his trav- ' [
witten in some/uskziown;bi.-

-

Py

S Sighat Sor!

mill and other.
. ¥

P ]
T -

-

jipipioaipheiy

bl NG R P TanTe
re-lscers 1o, the AUrOra oM
iplincluding sotoe;wh-have’sto
Ptncludink.m?f“ heane

aroight hangreds” 4 Sieht-|than

grave! ¢
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97 UFQ thle; gdins support

Unidentified metal scraps found. at supposed site

By BILL CASE
Avintion Writer

Unidentified Flying Object invesliga-
tors searching for clnes in the reporied
crush of o UFO which strack a wind-
mill and exploded April 19, 1897, in the
little North Central Texus hamlet of
Aurora have dug up miscellaneous bils
of unidentified metal.

Meanwhilg hundreds of curious sight-
seers visiting the Aurora Cemetery
where the pilot, supposedly killed in
the crash, wax allegedly bhuried that
same day have stolen at least 20
hand-hewn nalive rock grave slones,

“This will make our search for the
pilot’s grave even move difficult,” said

Al Morgan Auto Sales. A good place to

buy. For 23 yrs. 3110 HRoss Ave. (Adv.)

i

"ﬁ"
Hayden Hewes, direclor of the Interna.—
tional UFO Bureau in Oldahoma City,
‘whose investigators have been checking

the reported crash for= over two .

nmonthy, “Bul’ we will be back there
Sunday with metul deicctors and move
sophisticated equipment.”

“1 know of at least 125 unmarked
graves there and loss of these stones
makes any chance of locating the sup-
posed pilot's grave vu’tua.!ly impossl-. -
ble,” Mrs. Gladys’ Ande qi nearby

" Rhome said. ‘She has b talogmg
the early-day graves as 4 hdbby.

Brawley Oates, 65, ownes, of the
property .where the allegéd crash ce-
‘curred, told The Times Herald:

PR W——
Cham 1onehip termis and ice hockey
e-xhh(aﬁemm Lader) v

“Sigliseors have boen here by the
hundreds aslong (o look at the old well
site’ then they go down to the ceme-
lery., {

YUFO  investigators have heen dig-
ging zavongd {he slab of concrete and
well” Immc used o seal off 1he ‘oid
well, They did dig up chunks of met'ﬂ
which could not be identified and, toak
them away for analysis to sec if they
are made of uny metal unknown on
eanh. [

“] believe in UFOs. My son saw
one two years oun,” he arkled. "But [
don't konw il one hil 1he windmill
here. It happened Lefore I was born,”™
Soe FRAGMENTS on Page 31

Joc Irwin wants to buy some Tand,
$24.4142, (Adv.)

‘OvVER SEF ADD.
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- Fragments from UFO? ‘97 tale gains

Contlwued From Page 1.

Aurora Town Morcshal 110 R Tdell,
who  says  he  “isn't cortain about
UEQs," saild he helped dig up the oid
woden  corner post reiing and seal
off the well in 1945. He showed report-
ors 1wo rusted iron corner posts still in
the ground on which he sajd the wood-
en beams of the windmill had been
anchored;’ >

““There definitely was a windmill

here,”  Nefl  declared, displaying a
wheel-shaped  picee of decayed woed
which be believes was part of the de-
nwlished sievdture, 1 helped clean out
the well and the metal recovered was
just dumpedd on the ground. It wes

these picees the UFO investigators took -

awny with them for identification.”

The story of the «<rush has been

“branded a hoax by Mrs. Elin Pegues

of nearby Newark. Mrs, Pegues, novel-

. Ist and local historian says, “There

never wig any wlnd.m.ill there.” Oates
and Idelf ‘day hé fs rnistnken. .

The slory of the sca.l'ch a.prang into
national ° pro; te reedntly when it
was learns-*UFQ 4 ifvestighlors were

l&ne qtot pihlished in Dal-

w papers on April 20,

13?{ ttoti'hy F. E. Hayden, an

Ay "cotton buyer and mpewspaper
correspondent.

- 98 hundreds of “wden-
tifled ﬁ slgh“lngs reported in the
papers ‘between  April 14 and April 27,
1897, Hewes said, “but is the only
enge reported where the UFQ crashed
and the pilot’s body was recovered.”

Investigniars  Freen st lenst  three
widely koowa UFO investigative agen-
cies are checkine oul the report, Oates
guid. They ave the Internationad UFQ
Burcau from  Qklahoma, NICAP (the
National Imvestigstive Cominitlee on
Acrial Phenomenay  headed by Maj.
Donald E. Keyhor, Washington, D.C.,
and 'MUFON (ihe Midwest UFO Nel-
work), Quincy, 1., directed by Walter
H. Andrus, Jv.

o e
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- April 22, 1973
Team Seeking

Clues of UKFO
Crash in 97

An investigating team is
looking for evidence of a space-
ship reported to have crashed
in Texas 76 years ago. At least
one person, however, isn't im-
pressed.

Representatives of the Inter-
national UFO Bureau in Okla-
homa City are searching in the
vicinity of .Aurora, Tex., for
proof that an unidentified fly-
ing object crashed into a wind-
mill owned by Judge J. S.
Proctor in 1897,

Newspaper articles from that,

time written by F. E. Hayden
stated that' a. spaceship that
had been seen in the area be-
fore “‘slowly crashed into Judge
J. 8. Proctor’s windmill and
went to pieces with a tremen—
dous explosion.” ’

: Body Said Found

I' The article Iurther stated
that the dismembered hody of
the pilot was found and that it
was believed “'it was not an in-
habitant of this world.” The
pilot’s log is alse said to have

. been found. But, reported Hay-

——

den, the writing in the log was
“undecipherable” and the
metal in the spacecraft could
not be identified.

Mrs. Etta Pegues, 69, of
nearby Newark, Tex., said she
is sure it 'was a hoax.

‘It was cooked up by F. E. :

Hayden, who was a cotton buy-

er and correspondent for Dallas -

and Fort Worth newspapers,
and men sitting around the
general store,”’ she said.

Mrs. Pegues said she be-
lieves therc is one fact that
casts doubt on the whole story:
“Judge Proctor didn't have
any windmill.”
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Texa efash site, |
0f 1897 UFO |2
al-
Being searched ., i+
&
In this spring of 1973, when reports of UFOs =
buzzing the landscape from Hamburg to Robeso-| 1.
nia have startled Berks countians, Walsh is|~
pleased to note that investigators have been]| -
checking for the remains of a “flying saucer” | 2
that reputedly crashed in Aurora, Tex., in 1897. )
Back on Oct. 23, 1966, you know who mused in
his column: *“All this makes Walsh wonder if :>‘
I3
John F.
Walsh E
(o
t
Eagle w
Staft '
Writer —
3
(IR
some of those unknown hieroglyphyics as well as IL,

some of those pieces of metal from the craft that
wrecked the judge’'s windmill, are still around
Aurora, Tex. He also wonders if any scientists
ever checked the bones of that ill-fated pilot — to -
see il they resembled those of an earth hi-
man,”

In that particular column, Walsh told about
various sightings of flying saucers over Texas
that happened back in April 1897 — six years
before the Wright brothers {flew the first
airplane, i

The column was based on an AP feature
clipped out of a Davenport, Iowa, newspaper by
Betty Troy, who writes a Sunday social column
for the Reading Eagle,

Saucer scare

The feature, headed, “The Saucer Scare of
1897, was written by a Houston Post writer, who
dug into yellowed newspaper clippings to tell of a
series of sightings across Texas in 1897 of the
*‘mysterious airship.”

The most bizarre account was taken from the
Dallas Morning News that was datelined Aurora,
Wise County, April 17 (1897). It read; ““About 6
o’clock this morning the early risers of Aurora
were astonished at the sudden appearance of the-—
airship which bhas been sailing throughout the
country.

“It sailed directly over the public square, and
when it reached the north part of town, collided
with the tower of Judge Proctor's windmill and
went to pieces with a terrific explosion, scattering
debris over several acres of ground, vrecking the
windmill and water tank and destroying the
judge’s flower garden,

*“The pilot of the ship is supposed to have
been the only one aboard, and while his remaing
are badly disfigured, enough of the original has
been picked up to show that he was not an
inhabitant of this world.

“Mrp. T, J. Weems, the U.S. Signal Service

"officer at this place and an authority:on astro-

nomy, gives it as his opinion that he (lhe pilot)
was a native of the planet Mars. . .

“Papers found . , . are written in some ‘un-
known hieroglyphics . , . This ship was too badly
wrecked to form any conclusion as to its con-
struction or motive power . . . The town is full of
people foday who are viewing the wreck and
gathering specimens of strange metal from the
debris. The pilot's futsagiesswi take place at noon
tomorrow

- - -~ -

- i
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. r
Search in Aurora .

Several months ago, an investigating team
from the “International UFC Bureaun” in
Oklahoma City began searching for the remains
of the spaceship that reputedly crashed into
Judge J. C. Porter's windmill 76 years ago.

A March 30 UPI story, telling of the search
for scraps of the 97 spacecraft and the pilot’s
grave, quoted Mrs, Etta Pegues, 69, who lives in
nearby Newark, Tex., since 1920, who claimed the
1897 story was a hoax. L]

She not only said “Judge Proctor didn’t have
any windmill” but that the *‘Aurora Cemetery
has a record of every person there, and there is
no record of any man from Mars ever having
been buried there.” .

But a mid-April AP story disclosed that the
researchers have unearthed bits of unidentified
metal, and that Judge Proclor did have a
windmill,

As for the bits of metal picked up around the
concrete slab used to seal off the old windmill, H.
R: Idell, present town marshal of Aurora,
believes they were actually part of the old
windmill that he had helped clean out from the
well after it was demolished in 1945.

As for the search in the cemetery, it was
complicated by the hundreds of curiots sightseers
who flocked in, including some who have stolen at
least 20 hand-hewn grave markers — making
more difficult the search for the pilot's grave!

. The UFO hunt has apparently become as weird

happenings,

@Wﬁz.
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Fragrients recovered at site of ‘spaceship crash’ in Aurora

By BILL CASE
Aviation Writer

A saeattfie Tew.s - ute wnter
may have urneartiec Adusie evr
dence a _LFQ collidec - ©a wndiia,
then disintegratcd - an enormo s
blast that klled ana c.smembered us
pilot 1n the North Tewas vilage of Au-
rora ot Apnil 19, 1897.

*“In more than 75 vears of recover-
ing metal and treasure of ail funds
from the Gul! coast and elsewhere n
Texas. I've never xeen mecal ke that
I unearthed Wednesiz, ai the site
where the windmll wused to stand ™
eaid Frank N Kelley ol Corpus Chrisd.

“The f{ragments T recovered are
amall, th:n and jagzzec as if torn apart
by an explosion. They look sometrng
Like modern aircralt covenng. But ey
are not <lumnum. ;. .ron. steer or
any alloy know

“Thns m al looks = .
estly Jam’t cw whatiti:

lerent I hen-

Keev hozrs  ohing e
area wit: tpe of leep pmoe
melal detecto -meler gala o
al signal Le “tn re  ncalen
o e of the - rehs 4 Tre
' whs -nmer allal A=
da.

DA AM ] W AL cetvirI o, -
fat s cume of L P O | G
TG e.. e Jh Ao Cemerery
n whien tpe prlo nobosumed e
gaud Jaever ame 14 ten, We
know e wee n DY The others -

mee o a0 M At grave died v
same yeh 0m C.Cxe o 1 ‘nd we are
‘

CERALG.  eL20.Guis 16 Newspaper re-
poriz he was bur.ed here.”

*Tse ~ry evplanazon [ can gre
for geiinz ihe wame signals al tne
wnguil St ang lh 'he gre e mere
tman a2 mile asay .5 thai e puot
whose bod:s was 10T apart was himned
wearz some Dope of metal un'orm oo
equpment which gives us e ~ame re-
actcn. And Le was buried reported)
shordy arer Cte <rash.”

Kelley. a master mechame, bulds
some of lus detecton equipment
company with a team of professional
metal lowat-1s. He made lus exhaustive
search accompanied by Aurora Tasm
Marshal H. R. ldell and a Tumes Her-

.

S
- ald reporter. "3 o

He sad- be decided o 18- search
after readmg stifies of the reportéd
t?l:a‘;h i n¥w spapers. Wednesday he re-
ceived * approwal  to *‘probe .all jou
want* from Brawdey OCates, 63. now
owner of the propertv.

Kelley < professicnalism  produced
re= its ever after hunateds o ama-
w.s and p Hewsionai UFO investza-
tots had dug up 1ne area for the last
two monins and caned off rome ol
t.e hompmade gra € Stones N1y the
Smora Cenretury

The most arzinz aspeet 1 osec '
Kotler =ad o that min-t sod 2ot b
o0t Aot the formwer wineT ' sfes
Alse gnves ol a <omewhat less ha! 4l
moes loreetu eloctron cesponse coer
when theie = oneeial i

He geaxanstrated by nawe oz e
coctesteor over sever o] sinall pules o

. L]

art fronr which he alieade rad te-
moved the sirange piece of metal. The
scil produced an electroni: buzz in the
detector

“Sornehow Af also seerfis 10 2e it
pregrated,” he explawned '"Peihaps it
comes from pulverizaten of the pilot's
wuform or equpment and it has Just
lad Eere ior 76 years."”

Mrs OQates reported she has Ined
on the homestead 26 years and “‘noth-
ing. not even weeds. will grow m the
area where Kelley's detectors mve n-
d.cations of metal.”

Kelley recovered more than a dozen
pieces of the strange metal at depths
ranging from two to I{ inches. il
were a dark brown color on one sule
ard seem to have a protecuve gray
coating stll sticlong to the other 1n

v, mottled patterns.

Obsermvers noted present day NASA
asfronauts wear spacesiits confaimng
Jarge amounts of Lght metal and
spacecraft ordinarly a:¢ .oated on the
evierior sith a shiny, iy Coramic
brsh o wibeiand heet

Kcltes  a stident gt CFOs <ars he
helieves they esist and ciles the mamy
stralar 1eparts  from all parts of the
vaorld a~ proof.

The reported erash = Aurira Wose
Counly s He ™t 1 oever Bf
poted IR 1ne v bl o ow - 4 UFD
1 -hed and e B Lo hndo owye e
eoveeed

T was Branght 1o bzt a_ain n 1973
bv Tie Times Herald waen 1t disclosed
a team of Cufologity’ was :earching

the cemetery for the piot’s body and
jooclung  for traces of the craft ay the
site -

The story ounZnated n newspapers
pibasner 1 Dalas and Fort Worth on
March 18, 1897 when F. E. Hayden an
Aurra rews correspondent and ention
bu: ez, fJled this story,

At 4 a.m. a spaceship which had
beert seen i the area earhier moviig
tow and slowly crashed into Judge I.
S Proctor's w».cdmll! and went 1o
pleces with a tremendous esplosiol.

“Parts scatiered over several acres
The wwndmill was destroyed. .The pi1-
lot's body wag dismembered. However,
enough remauns were gathered to de-
termine it was not an inhabitant of tus
world.

“The body was buried at noon in
Aurara Cemetery,” Hayden reported.
“Papers belleved to be the mlot's log
were wntten 1w some undecipberable
keroghphics  Ard the airerait was
made o snmre unknown melal ™

Haydens s~y was one of hundreds
of »rporis o, arsrips” pubhiched n
Dal’a~ ana 7 Worth papers betweri
Ap~l 14 are A;mi 27,139

Reprinraz =% o thes spraig mesoahn
the ke ge ‘P Mre Fua Prgues ot
resrhy “avz § o2 winter o ol novelist,

aan (b ©oap by He-
* TN Suhrg atnnng jhe
B AN e L STl il

Mis Prz-s Als0 sard tcns woaE o
ardrs om o= Judee I oocton place

Bt Quice al ldsll dinagree with
Yer,

HE S T 1. -

der owl

-\-E‘c" 3P°f{ =14 3 1 a
L5 craskea UFC?

ARE Trzie LNITENT FIABLE metal
Braw.er Ca es ":H candr of the recz~vee ran 572

“.zmrent, part

ary Crank ' K ley a scianiific *-es .
QO 2 fr:m:fne ko ¢ 0" 8
allegediv = asked £ o0 15,1897 fo o .
ate ,, Fe oy says, T lva e =

gr-=— ~3 *qg t=.n agrel
ais L temdee UED

-
L e et~ s
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Down 75 Years Ago--

Metal Recovered
From Flying Object

AURORA, Tex. {AP} — An
unidentified  flyimg  object
crashed inte a farm windmull,
exploding in a ball of flaming
metal fragments, according to
newspaper accounts 1 this
North Texas area.

The pilot’'s badlydis.
membered body was buried 1n
a grave about a nule away.

Date of the news reports:
March 19. 1897.

A professional treasure hunt-
er unearthed melal fraginents
at the site Wednesday and ex-
claimed: "In more than 2§
years of recovermng melal and
treasure of all kinds ... I've
never seen metal ke that

Frank Kelley's new, deep-
probe metal detector not only
gives off electronic response at
the crash site but at the grave
site.

“The mos! amazing aspect I
see 15 that most soil 20 to 30
feet around the former wind-
mill site also gives off a some-
what less but almost identical
electronic response even when
there is no metal n it,” Kelley,
of Corpus Christ1, said.

“I am also puzzied at recerv-
ing the same type of rebound
signals from a remote grave in
the Aurora cemetery in which
the pilot may be buried. How-
ever, there is a tie-in. We know
he died in 1897. The others im-
mediately around that graves
died the same year or close to
it. And we are certain, accord-

- ing to newspaper reporis, he
was bunied here,” Kelley said.

)} Kelley, a master mechanic
and part of a team of profes-
sional.metal locators, said “the
only explanation I can give for
geiting the same signals at the
windmill site and i the grave

. is Lhat the pilot whose body
was torn apart was buried
wearing some type of metal
uniform or egquipment which

gives us the same reaction.”

Mrs. Brawley Oates has hived
on the property for 26 years
with her husband. She said not
even weeds will grow where
Kelley's detectors 1ndicate
there 15 metal.

Kelley dug up more than a
dozen preces of the sirange
metal at depths of from two to
M inches. 'All were a dark
brown on one side but appeared
to have a protective grey coal-
ing on the other side.

“This metal looks so different
I honestly dom't know what 1t
5. The fragments are smali,
thuin and jagged as if torn apart
by an explosion. They look
something like medern aircraflt
covering.

“But, they are not alumirum,
tin, wron, steel or any alloy I
know,” he said.

Accounts of the VKU crash
were printed in Dallas and Fort
Worth papers March 19, 1897,

“At 4 a.m.. a spaceship
which had been seen in the
area earlier, moving low, and
slowly crashed into Judge J.5.
Proctor’s windmill and went to
pieces with a tremendous ex-
plosion,

" “Parts scattered over several

b S

3 i

LT E]
acres,” one slory refates, ““and
the windmill was destroyed.;.
The pilot's body was dis:”
membered. However, ™ enough !
remams were gathered to de’
lermine it was nhot an m—
habitant of this world.

“The body was buried at
noon in Aurora Cemetery
wrole correspondent F.E. Ha
den. “Papers believed 1o be th
pilot’s log were written in some
undecipherable hierpglyphics.
And the arcralt was made of
some unknown metal.”

Lhere 15 at least one skeptic.
Etta Pegues of nearby Newark.

She claims the whole affair
was a hoax dreamed up by
Hayden and some-men siitin}
around the stove at the gener
siore,

But Oates and Marshal H.R.
Idell disagree with her.

“At 4 a.m. a spaceship which

had ...... " the newspaper
stories say.
P‘W‘ -—
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Alleged m: site
pluced off limits

By BILL CASE
Aviation Writer

The owner of propeily In
Aurora, Wise County, where a
UFO reportedly crashed Into a
windmill and exploded Apnl 19,
1897, rewulting i the pilote
duath, put the praperly “off
linuts ' Falday to sll bul offl-
cial UFU investigutors.

M. Brawley Qates, wha
has lned 26 years on the farm
wheie a  saerufic Lgasure
hunter  found wmdentifiable
metal  [tagments Thursday,
said hundreds of amateurs have
visited the atea and dug o up
She sad she expects mote
persons one Salmday and Sun-
day alier the latest publiaaty.

“II thme 1. any evidence a
UFO ctashed thete we want to
protect the metal untll it can

% fualy zed hy quah[:ed labo-

y” - ghe "guid. * Because
llgmaom huve been breaking
things up, Int'ludlng stmic of
the metal they found, we are
closing the site to only sclen-
#ftic UFOQ wvéstigators until
they «m complete their work
with spccial equipment

Bravwley Oales (5 owber of
the wdll site property whett
the UFQ 1eporledly crashed Th
years ago said addihonal lats
of the unkhown metal were 1
covered Fridy by a1eluiive,

In 0 starch Thursday F1omk
N Kelley of { wpus Cheats
eyrar veletan tre sz humt
er and piofendonal test metal
locater used a deep probe
metal deticton to luate about
a doren pieces of thm Lght
weight metal.

“I've nover seen uny metl
hke this It isn't aluminun
gsteel aron or any allgy I
now,' he saud

Hayden Hewes director of
the Inlernational UFQ Bureau
in Oklahoma City was tocor
tinue the search Saturday for
more of the mysterious metal
fragments

Hewes and his orgnnizalion
have bien combing the ajea
sinee March nnd also are hiy
ing to oot the grave of tu

UFQ piot repmtediy burt Jdm

the Awora Cemetery

QOates satd Fiiday he would
restrict the search to those
whe have spenl weeks workung
on e dute

’ MIODWEST UFO NETWORK

(MUFON)

WaLTER H ANDRUS JR

DIRECTCR

40 CHRISTOPHER COURT
QUINEY  ILLINCIS 6230

PHONE AC 217 222.8374

SusBMITTED BY!
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Scaenhsis Say Pilot From Other Planet Is

A team of scientists from
Oklahoma City is busy searching for
the remains of a spaceship pilol
buried in a ghost town cemetery.

Recent evidence suggests that on
April 19, 1897, an unidentified flying
object, presumably a spacecraft, col-
lided with 2 windmill and exploded.
Newspaper articles written at the time
of the accident reported that the pilot’s
remains were given a " Christian burial™”
N &4 NOW OVergrown cemelery in
Aurora, Texas.

The.old newspaper reports, which
appeared in The Dallas Times Herald
and The Times Herald of Fort Worth,
were unearthed by a team of ufologists
(scientists investigating unidentified fly-
ing objects) headed by Hayden Hewes.
Hewes, director of the International
UFO Bureau, says he and his crewhave
already recovered parts of the windmill
involved in the crash and soon hope to
find fragments of the spacecraft and the
space visitor's grave,

“Qut of thousands of UFO reports this
is the only recorded instance of a crash
where a crewman’s body has been re-
- covered,”’ says Hewes,

The crash was apparently the climax-

to hundreds of UFQ sightings in North
Texas ¢ities and towns from about April

14 through April 27, 1897, .

. The Times Herald of April 18, 1897
reported firemen of Engine Company
No. 4 had seen 4 UFQ on the night of
April 17. Dallas druggist R.C. Kopish
said a crowd formed in front of his store

.

Now Burled In Texas

HIS UFO
CRASHED
IN 1897

to watch the cigar-shuped object with

blinking lights hover over the city and ,

then disappear at high speed.

Published reports from more than 20
North Texas cities all described the
spacecraft as ‘“‘silver-colored,
shaped, about 60 feet long with blinking
lights and no noise.”

Visits by the strange craft became so
regular that during one period The
Times Herald reported: *‘During nightly
visitations of the aerial monsier over Dal-
las, residents held ‘lawn parties’ just to
sit outside and wait for its appearance.”

On the fatal'morning of the crash,
newspaper stories confirmed that the
spaceship was first spotted over Aurora
at 4 a.m. traveling at a much lower

_altitude than normal and moving due

north at about 10 to 12 m.p.h.

“In the north part of town il collided
with Judge J.S. Proctor’s windmill and
went to pieces with a tremendous explo-

cigar-,

sion,”” said The Times Herald. *Parts
scattered over acres of ground. The wind-
mill, a watering through and the judge’s
flower garden were destroyed.”

The urticle continued. “‘Papers found
on the pilot’s body appeared 1o be some
sort of log of his travels written in some
unknown hieroglyphics which could not
be deciphered.

“The pilot appeared to be the only liv-
ing thing aboard and the spaceship built
of an unknown metal was so badly
demolished details of its construction and
motive power could not be determined.”

As news of the crush spread the town
filled with sightseers who g,cllhered
pieces of the spaceship as souvenirs,
The pilot was buried at noon.

*“The body was dismembered,”™ said

.the reports. ‘*‘However, enough remains

were picked up to determine il was not
that of an inhabitant of this world. It
was given a Christian burial.”’

Hewes is optimistic that his team will,
eventually find the pilot’s remains and
be able to analyze them using today's
sophisticated techniques. He also hopes
to locate a well, said to be near the
foundation of Proctor's old home. He
believes that it still contains fragments
of the spacecraft,

“If we find what we are looking for,"’

says Hewes, “‘it will be a milestone in

the study of extraterresirial travel,

Seventy years ago the inhabitants of

Aurora couldn’t learn too much from the
bits and pieces of spaceship they picked
up, bit with the use of modern
technology we’ll leain a lot.””

Hewes' success would be a milestone
in the study of UFOs. If he finds the
pilot’s body, scientists will not only
have conclusive proof of life on other
planets but will also be able to tell us
what our neighbors in space look like.

While some people may scoff ut
Hewes attempts Lo locate the space vis-
itor's body. many prominent scientists
are anxiausly awinting the results of his
search. -

Stanton T. Friedman. a master's
graduate n physics from the University
of Chicago and an expertin UFOs, says.
**After more than 13 years of study and
investigation 1 believe the earth is being
visited.by intelligently guided machines,
not from this world. In fact, humanoids
from other planets have been visiting the
earth regularly — possibly for thousands
of vears.’

Friedman admitted that critics of
UFQ research are right when they say
that many UFO sightings can be
explained ‘in conventional terms.
*“But,”* he says. *‘a core of unexplained
sightings remains to give strong support
to the theory of visitors from outer
space.”

Hewes and his team of scientists may
s00n (urn up the proof that will change
theory to fact.

MIDNIGHT
May 21, 1973
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UFO unit

_ wants body

exhumed

By BILL CAsE

Avianion Weter ‘\1 BY 09 1q7‘2

T ¢ Intern icv1 LFD Bumedu was
seehing  degal =< os. Meduesdey of

nnT & ‘ef;’n“!;; L~ den ed fhing
onect plo sy evaw ed to oM
na on f1on 4 CGu. = wemetery in the
Wise Cony v . o ALLOLA

A reoeckirz the grave with 1t
al dewc or= and 7 —ermg [acts for
tuec - Lm0 we are ax gertain ax ne
tan be 2 t Is pOIr & was the pilot of
a UFO +-icr repomtedly e¥ploded atop
a well an Juaze J § Proctor’s place
gpal 10 139" saxd Hayden Hewe-
duewor of the UFO meshigation
group - '
Newspaper repor of Lhat date say

the UFO wes der~.uished and the pi-
lot’s dismembered body was buned
that same day m tte Aurora Ceme-
tery,” Hewes explamred The slones
sand he was not an wwhabitant of this
world.” .

‘We “ope by exacmung the body we
ma} obtain some of the same type of
unusual metal from either s clothing
or bones that was unearthed at the
well site whren we cuecked it with met-
al deteztors,” Hewes added.

While Hewes' orzanuzation was seek-
ing mears of caeckmg the reported pi-
lot, reporters {rom The Times Herald
who also recoverea some of the mys-
tery metal sent i to pesearch scienhists
i 3 malrr arcizft company who vol-
unieereq f¢ attemp 12 idenbuly it

Otver meces “ed been reconvered
last weeh bv Fred N\ Kelly of Coipus
Christi, a smenl. + treasyre hunter and
locator i lost ~« . He said Inve
neve secl am e 2' Lhke that n 23
3CUS 0 D2 RN

i et-e ~ear. ‘o s of the
e id LFO a2~ (e plare cia e
has b under wz  since March by
LFO imves gatton e2e0es and Tne
Time- Herald The mrtal was ancon-
ered Zat.~day wner an Auroia rancher
farmer tdd Tne Tr—es Herald in an
evelusive wterview

My caddy wat-+ed the siver co-
lored, cizar shaped amwship cross our
pasture very Jow and slowly,” sad C
C (Charbe) Stephens It had a white
hight on 1t and ce watched unul it
crashed and burned on the wop of Proc-
tors Wil He told me aboul 1t whuel
was sull 4 boy

Stepnens 83, lves o quiel rinng
ale and st mamctev sy Tie bl

-
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An 1897 UFO  ;
An International UFO Bureau spokesman :.says
the organizanon will go to court if necessary.to
open a grave 1n a smail North Texas cemetery
said to contain the body of an 1897 astronaut*w )
‘‘was not an inhabitant of this worid.” '

Hayden Hewes, director of the Unidentif_i‘ed
Flying Object investigative group, said legal |,
steps already have been taken for exhuming;the
bOdy. N En
* After checking the grave with metal deteétors !
and gathering facts for three months, we aresas
certain as we can be at this point he was the pilo}
of a UFO which reportedly expleded atop a well
on Judge J. S. Proctor’s place, April 19, 18971
Hewes said. “‘He was not an inhabitant of thi$ l e -
world.” '

An intense search for pieces of the 15th cen v - THE TULSA TRIBUNE, TULSA, OKLAHOMA
spaceship have been under way since March by

the UFO Bureau team, but the story has been *

legeind in Vfthse County gor more than a half oenrt:p: : ~—-2.G _ THURSDAY, MAY 2, 1973

ry. It was first reported in Dallas and Fort Wo ' o 1711
newspapers a few days after the alleged exploy l FO Group Seeks BOdy Of»

sion, and reporters quoted witnesses that they

had buried the astronaut who died inside the . ¢
ship. ; ‘Alien 1897 Astronaut
Most residents around the small hamlet, aboui

AURORA, Tex. (UPI) — A if necessary to open the grave,

60 miles northwest of Forth Worth, claim the stoe ; Havden Hewes of Ok-
ry,was a hoax, but Hewes does't Bolieve so. 1 grave I small Nonth Texss et (Ve iciagy

We hope by exhuming the body we may obtai ! an 1897 astronaut who “was >~ “We hope by exhuming the

some of the same type of unusual metal from eit not an inhabifant of this body we may obtain some of

ther his clothing or bones that was unearthed at  *°  ‘world,” according to the In-  the same t of unusual
the well site when we checked it with metal def ternational UFO Bureau, metal from either his clothin,

tectors,’” he said. b The group,f u(r!hifclh inveg: og lﬁl'nes wtgl?t g&s mexllrt e

i iF i unidentifie ing o a e
Those pieces of metal are now being analyzed C ?e%s:;?s already has {niﬁated checked it with metal det?c-

by scientists, he said. — UPI logal proceedings to exhume tors,” he said,

[
|}
¥
H the body, and will go to court  Hewes said pieces of metal

found near the grave and

2! h -

. oN D, C. ' crash site are now being ana-
< WASHINGT ’ b.c “:) \ lyzed by scientists. “

» STAR - - “After checking the grave

WASH R VEWS with metal detectors and gath-

May 24 1973 ering facts for three months,

2 we are;as certain as we can

be at this pomt he was.the
pilot of a UFQ which repor-
tedly expleded atop a well on
. Judge J. S. Proctor’s place,
April 19, 1897, Hewes said.
“He was not an inhabitant
this world.” e




UFO Sighted in Israel

TEL AVIV (JTA)—Scienti
are unable to explain an u?:::ilgﬁls
tified flying object claimed to have
I:::een seen in the skies over Israel.
b:lgl_mngs were reported from
various parts of Isra
Le'ltn):non? el and {from

e object was described a
“glowing like a bright star” ands
was said to have moved in a cir-
cular direction with four or five
small shining satellites at its sides.

The UFO was observed at about
8 p.m. local time and was visible
for only a few seconds, But that
was Lime enough to bring a flood of
telephone calls to the Mitzpe
Ramon observatory in the Negev.

An observatory spokesman said
the object was definitely not the
orbiting *'Skylab’" launched from

Cape Kennedy,
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Police Told of
Red ‘Creature’

\What Is 5-feet 8-inches tall,

‘broad-shouldered and reddish in 3}

color, has rved eyes that can’t *
stand light, smells musty and
walks without making a sound?

A Frederick Street resident
doesn't know what it s either,
but he lold police there’s one
lurking in Springer’s Woods.

He reported the creatore at
1:30 a.m, today to Edwardsville
police, He said he saw the crea-
{ure Wednesday night and that
it also had been sighted Monday
pight in Springer’s Woods.

He said that a friend of his
told him that ihe creature had
come up behind him Monday
night and grabbed him, tearing

his shirt and scratching  his
chest,
Police went to Springer’s

Woods this morning, but the
creature could not be found.
The man who made the report
told police that it is afraid of
light,

1t screams when light Is shil-
ed in its eyes, he reported.

In other police news, a slereo
iape player was reporied siolen
Wednesday from the car of Glen
D. Mercer, 27 Dorset Ct.

The car was parked near the
Mercer residence, and entry
was gained by forcing a window,
police said,

April 29,1973
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’ Archeol@gisﬁs Uneover

Lost Capital of Mideast

An ancient lost city which
was one of the capitals of the
kingdom of Elam has becn dis-
covered in Iran by an expedi-
tion from the Universily of
Pennsylvania at Philadelphia.

Known as Anshan, it was in-

‘habiled, according to archeolo-

gists, from before 4000 B. C.
to about 1000 B. C. It was a
major commercial and political
capital, and its discovery may
mean that cities were more
widespread in the Middle East
than had been thought.

Called Great City
According to Dr. William M.
Sumner, of Ohio State Univer-

sity at Columbus, “Excavations
have shown that Anshan was a

great city fully justifying its .

ancient reputation.” Dr. Sum-
ner was & member of the ex-
pedition. '

The excavation at Anshan is
in Southwestern Iran, near the
village of Tall-I-Malyan. Work
began there almost two years
ago, according to Sumner.

The key to the location of
Anshan was found when an
archeologist at the University

_ of Chicago deciphered some
! bricks inscribed with cunei-

L]

+ Space Visitor Buried
In Texas, Group Says

AURORA, Tex,, May 24 (UP1)
—A spokesman for the Inter-
natignal Burgau of Unidentified
Flying Objecis say his organi-
zation will got to court if neces:
sary to open a grave in a small
1 Texas cemtery. The group says
the grave contains the body of
an 1557 astronaut who “‘was not
an nhabitant of (his world.”

wpfter checking the grave
with metal detectors and gath-
ering facts for three months,
we are as certain as we can be
at this point he was the pilot
of a UFQ which reportedly ex-
ploded atop a well on Judge J.
S. Protor's place, April 19,
1891," the spokesman said yes-
terday. “He was not an inhabi-
1 tant of this world”

The story of the explosion
of a spaceship has been a
legend in WuefinyoosCtalg.. ..
legend in Wise County for mote
than half a century. Most resie
dents tegard 1t as a hoax.

form, an ancient form of writ-
ing. At the excavation itself, a
group of seven tablets were
found. Uncovered in a mud-
brick building, they were dated
about 3000 B. C.

It is believed the structure
was used as a warehouse be-
cause the tablets are said to be
business records. The language
in which the records are writ-
ten has yet to be transiated, but
it has been identified as Froto-
Elamite.

Other discoveries were small
statuettes of women and a room
of a very large building which
is believed to have been de-
stroyed by fire,

Lo Y

M fthical

Titans

-t}

! Become Credible

Heretofore, Aztec
about a race
giants

legends

of men who were
and invincible have been

- considered purely mythical.
Archeological excavations 1n

. Panama, however,

reveal a

lcivi]ized race, who were ex-

ceedingly tall and well

formed.

Their physical features are

considered to be unlike

those of

any other race ofl earth.
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+ Carl Cilhart il rasantt

flying object splash down in Lake Vic-
roria Saturday and

said yesterday.
was among a
saw “a spectacular object cove
something like smoke” descend
lake, about
s'After seven
ject was, seen

g sign of good juck to Upanda.”

Ugan'a saw an unidentitied

then take off m;e
rocket,”” the Uganda rad}o
The radic saud Amin

rsonge who
number of pe it
wnto I.:)e
10 miles (rom Kampala.
minutes the flying ob-
fifting off like 2 rocket
ed, but moving gently,” the
d. Amin was quoted as say-
object was of “'great signifi-
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Seck 1897 spaceman’s grave

Ixr BILL CASE
Aviatinn Wriler

A team ol ulelogists (Unidentilied
Flyving Object investigators) are comb-
inT A cametery in the ghost toan of Au-
rora i Wise County lor the grave ol a
UFQ pilot reporiedly buried there altor
iis spaceship collided with a windmill
and exploded April 19, 1897

Hayden Hewes, dirccior of the In
icrnational UFO Burcau in Oklahoma
City, confirmed scicnlists are scarching
the.abandored, weod-covered cemectery
for the spaceship pilat's greve.

Hewes said the search under way
was prempied by newspaper reports of,
the accident published in Dailas and
Fort Worth on Apeil 20, 1897, uneathert
in TUFOB  rescarchers checking

through “hundreds of UFO sighring re-
ports  published in old newspapers 76
yeurs age.”

Saturday The Dallas Times Herakd
also located published reports of Ule
crash in the lown pear Rhiome.

TUThe’ body WhR diEmembered,” Tike
reporis  said. “However, enough re-
mains were picked up Lo derermine it

wis nol that of an inhabilant of ihis
warld. I wis given a Christian buri-
ﬂl"’

Hewes said he and his group hepe
I locate the grove and ~™aln permis-
gion  from the Stale of Texas 1o ex-
hume the hones far study.

Ot of thousands of UFO yepnrls

this ix he enly recorded insiapee of a

T

J—ed)f M¢4fu‘€%lg (4723
UFO searchers go underground in Texas

l'.]dbh whete a
Leen recovered:

The crash was the climix 10 a rash
of hundreds of UFO sighlings in Nocth
Texas cities and tow s from aboul April
-4 through April @7, 1897, .

The Times Herald of Amil 18, ‘1897
creportesd Tivemen of Bngine Company
No. 4 had scen a UFQ on the nizhi of
April 17 and Dallas druegist R C Ke-
pisch said a erowd formed i fromi of
“his store o waich the cigar-shaped ol-

crewman's  body has

and  wail for ils appearance,” The
Tinwk“Herald reported.

Published reporis Nrom inere than
M cities where UFDs were sighted in
North Texas all described it as “silver
eolofed, cizarshaped, about 60 [eet
long,  with  blinking tights and no
noise,”

“These  reporis  correspond  with
many of she thousands of UFO reports
we have received in recenl years.”
sadd Waller H. Andrus, executive divec-

Ject with blinking hghts hover gver the tor
city and then disappesr at hich speed.
visitations of the
Dallag residents
Just 1o st engsjle

D ing
“acrixl

nightty
monzier  ougy
beld Clawn parlies

Newspaper

sace 1 oter Falk as

at 7Ly on Ch. 5 (Ady )

~ Continued From Tage 1
much lower altilude and mov-

ing ~due north at about 10 {o

32 miles an hour,

“In the north part of lown
it “collided with Judge J. 8.
Proclor’s windmill and went
to pieces with a tremendous
explosion,” the slories ve-
ported. “Parls scattered over
acres of ground, The wind-
mill, a walering trough and
the judge's flower garden
were destroyed.”

“Papers found on the pilot's

“Columbn™

{eanizhi

Lody appeared 1o be some

of MUFON (Midwest Unidentifipd
Flying Object Network).

stories said
which had heen sizhted over Aurora on
other avcasion: was first spotied ar A
a.m. that falal morning traveling ata,

the UFO

See LFO on Page 8

"% UFO STORY REVIVED BY SEARCH

As  news of Cthé crash

sort of ]og of his travels writ- - spread the lown filled with

ten in sorie unknown hiero- ; sightseers
" pieces of the craft. The pilot

glyphics which could not be
deciphered,” said T. J.
Weems, U.S. Signal Services
officer stationed in Aurora
and an amateur astroncmer.
*“The pilot appeared to be
the only living thing aboard
and the spaceship built of an
unknown melal was so badly
demolished .details of ils con-
struciion and molive power
could not be determined.”™

who  gathered

was buried at noon.
Hewes said his searchers

had lecated the cemetery, ve- .

mains_of the windmill and

other landmarks. He also

hopes pieces of the craft lay .

al the battom of a deep well
near the foundation of Proc-
tor's home. They could be an-
aivzed 1o determine  what
metal the eraft was made of.
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- Group asks injunction

.in Aurora UFO case

By BILL CASE
Arlatlon Writer
The Aurora Cemetery Awso-

25 74
an Johsbiant of this wodld,
sarl W OB Havden 0 mews
paprt  Corcesponilent

“The crash oecuried hout §

ctation asked [or aninjunction
in district court 1n Decatur,
Wise County, Friday to stop
reporied digging n the grave of
a UFQ pilot allegedly buned
there

Attorney William A. Nabels
representing  the  assotiation
sud he would ask Dist, Judie
W A, Hughes for the order
cffective immediately.

The actlon was requesied
Thursday hy members of the
Auroia Cemetery Association
snd community residents who
heard erronecus radio reports
on "2 natonal radio network
that "UFQ investgalors were
already digming in the grave
ol the UFQ pilot ” They were
sard to be from the Imterna-
tionial UFO Bureau.

The piiot was reported killed
when hissUPOsstmck a wind-
liis ovir & will en the Judge
d & [roclor Jarm in Aurorn
April 16,1897 The body wus
diameimbered but it could be
determuned "Rt was not that of

am and the hady was tven a
Chostian  bwid mm Aoy
Cemotery at neon  Hayden
wrole

Since Mateh 1eporters firm
The Times Herald and UT(
fnvestigalois have heen comb
mg the crash stte wilh nool
detectors and recoverad sou
unuaual types of metil

These samples Lave hein
sent 1o ncienlisls aching as
consiltants to the Mithwest Un
identified Flying Olycet Net
work (MUFON) for oxmina-
tion

They told The Times Herald
“It will take at leist a week
or 10 days to reh all of the
varions jests required 1o awden
ufy these metals determune
their agt molecular make 1p
and other tharactorsiics ™

T aepacd of the UG oo h
In Aurma s the only one e
teecived i which the pilaf <
body alepedly was roconprad

—_——

MIDWEST UFO NETWORK

(MUFON)

WALTER H AnNDRUS JR
DiRrECTOR

40 CHRISTOPHER CouURT
QUINCY  ILLINGOIS e230)

PHoane AC 217 222 8374
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19th Centuisy Spaceman Tale
Stirs Interest in Texas ‘Blob’-

Reuter

DALLAS, May 26 — Re-
ports of a 19th-cenfury
spaceman buried in a small
Texas cemetery and a seem-
ingly industructible “blob”
infesting the backyard of a
suburban Dallas housewife
are diverting the attention
of northeast Texas residents
from the celestial machina-
tions of the spaee program.

Reporis of the “blob” —
described by Marie Harris
of Garland as “foamy and
creamy and pale yellow” —
followed claims by flying
saucer buffs that an alien
being is buried in the small
farming community of Au-
rora, about 70 mules north-
west of here,

Mrs. Harris discoveredithe
“bloh” one morning this
month when she looked out
her bedroom window.

“It was white and foamy-
looking — about the gize of
‘an oatmeal ecookie,” she
sald. “But that was two
weeks ago. It has now grown
to the size of 16 oatmeal

- eovkies and cannot be de-

giroyed "

Despite her atiempts to
kill 1t, the blob remains.

=] aliced the thing with &
garden hoe, and i was

blackish mucus inside,” she.

said.

“Taking it fora tungus of
some kind, I cut it up and
spread it out. Two mornings
later it had refurned -=—
twice as big this time.”

Alrs Harris said her hus-
band then took & whack at
the blob, but *then, last Sat-
urday, there it wag again . ,.
this time the inside was or-
ange.” When she sprayed it
with a ncotine-based mix-
ture, “it appeared to be
bleeding red and pwrple
fluids

The spray appears to be

restraining--but not kﬂlin‘g'
—the blok,

“I do hope it's po relation
to the spaceman they think
mtght be buried over there
i Aurora,” commented &
Harms neighbor. B

Officials of the Interna.
tional Unidentified Flying
Cbhjects Bureay, cititig news
paper reports more than 70
years old, claim some sort of
spaceship “exploded ‘atog @
well” in Aurora on April™i%;
1897, -

“The /pilot’s dismembered
body was buried that same,
day in the Aurora ceme-
tery,” IUFQ Dhrector Hay
den Hughes said,

His orgamizdhion iz seek.
ing *legal meansy to haye

amined,

——m

'WASHINGTON, D.C
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Queries From Far-Off Cities

By The Associated Press

At three Dallas area homes,
residents are watching a pul-
sating, cancerous blob of mat-
ter which mysteriously ocozed
from the ground, thus far de-
fying definition.

Some 75 miles to the north-
west, an armed sentry guards
a graveyard where villagers
ggg; & spaceman_was buried in

INVESTIGATORS ARE
holding what they say may be
metal fragments from his
spaceship,

The whole affair has hecome
a science fiction buff’s idea of
heaven.

London newspapers. have

more information
a]ong with reporters in Can-
ada and Australia.

Scientists and universities
are investigating, also.

The mpysterious membrane
began oozing from the back-
vard of a G@Garland, Tex.,
woman two weeks ago. Marie
Harris described the strange
materfal as reddish with thick
bubbles on top ... blackish
mucous inside. It has mul-
tiplied itself by 16 times in two
weeks. .

IT IS FOAMY AND TURNS
colors when punctured, When
the bubbles are broken, the
“blob”” & ﬁpears 1o bleed a red
and purplish material.

A North Dallas woman who
refused to be identifted said,
“I'm scared to death. I have
the same thing on my hedge. I
can't kill it.”

Edna Smith, who lives eight

miles from Seagoville, a su-
burb east of Dallas, said she
spotted a similar mass inching
its way up a telephone pole.
“It was red and pulsating, like
the one I read about. For
heaven's sake -- what is it?”

Scientists from Growth In-
ternational, a Colorade firm,
are analyzing the membran-
eous matter in Mrs. Harris’
yard.

G1I SCIENTIST ARNOLD
Dittman gathered spore speci-
mens and shllpped them to Co-
lorado for laboratory tests.
“Yes, it’s growing. We put
samples in a jar and before
long we noliced pressure was
building up inside,” he said.

“Bacteria, if it is bacteria,

have iremendous growth po-

-tential. Bacteria have more

than 1,000 genes in each orga-
nism and under proper condi-
tions can change to a com-
plete different specle in 2 few
seconds. Maybe that's what
the thing is, a new mutation,
But we really don’t know what
it is,X he said.

Dittman said some bacteria
grow frem one billion spores

* to one billion tons in 24 hours.

“With its ability to mutate,
bacteria can adapt to any
change or deficiency in growth
condjtions. I'm not saying that
happens all the time,” he said.

MRS. HARRIS SAID
heavy rains had oblifered the
“bleb” last Friday.

On Mondsy she said, “I
 Jooked again. Three more had
' grown in its place.”

To the northwest, at Aurora,
Tex., sightseers and newsmen

i

are being kept away from a
small cemetery.

A guard at the graveyard
Monday told one newsman, “I
don’t care if you're Jesus
Christ. You can’t come in.”

MEANWHILE, NORTH
Texas State University at Den-
ton, and other schools, are ex-
amining metal fragments
found where 1897 Dallas news-
paper accounts say an uniden-
tified flying object crashed.

Villages at Aurora and the
Dallas newspaper reports say
the badly mangled creature
piloting the UF0 was buried
at the small cemetery now
being guarded.

Professional metal and ‘rea-
sura hunters have examined
metal fragments dug up at the
site, tested and analyzed them
without learning their com-
position.

HAYDEN HUGHES, HEAD
of the natiopal UFQ center at
Oklahoma City, said Monday

lans a trip to Aurora to
con uet his own investigaticn.

He confirmed that pieces of
the unusual metal dug u
the reported crash site ave
heen distnbuted to several un-

: iversities for analysis.
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- Grave' /

} I‘s.Found

* AURORA, Tex- (UPI) — A
grave in a small north. Texas ,*

cemetery contains the body of a
1897 astronaut who ‘wag net an
inhabitant  of this “world.”
according to the Internatiohal
UFO Bureau.

The group, which investigates
unidentified flying objects, has
already initiated legal proceed-
ings to exhume the body, and will
go to court if necessary to open
the grave, director Hayden
Hewes said Wednesday.

. “We hope by exhuming the
y we may obtain some of the

same type of unusual metal from |

gither his clothing or bones that
was unearthed at the well site
when we checked it wilth melal
detectors,”” be said.

. Hewes said pieces of metal
found near the grave and crash
site are now being analyzed by
scientists.

“After checking the grave with
metal detectors and gathering
facts for three months, we are as
certain as we can be at this point
he was the pilot of a UFO which
repartedly exploded atop a well
on Judge J. S. Proctor’s piace,

. April 19, 1897, Hewes said. "He

was nol an inhabitant of this
world. "
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Confidential data

By BILL CASE
Avintion Writer

Two hfelong Aurens residents have
grvenn The Times Herald conhidential
nformation pinpoimting the grive of an
Unidentified Flying Objpect pilot repot-
edly bhuied m the Awora Cemetery af-
ter the aash of s spaceship n the
small Wise County community Apr 19,
18917, ;

3

The crash sste ot a well on the
Brawley O.ates proprity n Aurora and
the small countiy cemelery 1 Noiil
Texas have been the scene of intensive
scientilic mmvestigation by reporiers and
“ufologisis '  Jiom scveral UFQO re-
search organzations since mud-March.

The nformation given Monday by
fhe pair of tesidents, who asked not 1o
be idenufied, led 1eporters lo a remole
aren of the old comelery where the
grave and ¢ertain landmarks assocat-

ed with 1t weire found exactly 'asfﬂe-*

"y r

scribed ' M

Y

The information, the residefitskaid, ~

had heen relayed to, them from & near-
by communny by & resident who is al-

e U0 vears old and seriously ill with .

l,{ fe

IRey Z 5 7:3.
2 narrow hunt for UFO pilot’s grave

@ hent conlition and fugh Llond o -
s

The resident sard he could “lead us
right to the grave il 1t weie physacally
possible for him 1o muke the tnp fo
hee has visited 1t many tmes,” the Au-
rova people said,

The Times Herald i withholding de-
twled nformation on the grave and the
landmarks surrounding i to protect the
grave from damage by vandals and
sobvemer scekers. They already have
hroken off and carted awny A numba
of old handmade marker stones.

When checked with metal detectors
by Earl F. Watts, a Dallas astronomer
and investigator for the Midwest Um-
dentified Flying Object Network (MU-
FON), the grave gave off the same
decible signals as unidenthable preces
of ight metals found at ihe crash sile
at the well.

. *The ewvidence linlung this prave

. and the crash site seem too sold 10 be

co-inaidental,” Watts said. *“Everything
checks but emaclly as described ”

On Monday, reporters working wath
Whails recovered at lensl iwo more

-

- Fl

*

tapes ol ooy dy owe, 0 o]
stiape, nmdeanled ok sb e o the ald
well, whieh B boain s id suiee 1915

SOne s e oond e othior e
moagnche ot cad And il e
sie Bt son oo bacdhv ool vk
mo Al o wibhe ol Lol dyae

mond po nl

The sample  were tushod (o the Jqb-
oradgrs ol one T ghe natim - largest
arter th companies  whue  coplete
analysis sl e pnade

A vport an thie maduas oespegted
i about e wncek .

H il 1gport mdiciles some of the
melals  are madi of matcials not
known on earth ot aid analiov haown
10 have heen developed <ince the date
ol the crash o coml wder askng ex-
hamatien ol the pilof s 1emsans wall e
spught m Wis  County Cousd

Aninpunction proventing digging
was sl st week 10 Wise Counly
Coml after M vyden Newes, duector ol
the Internatienal UFQ Buean i Ohla-
homa Cidy, iold o radm neiverk he
was going 1o exhume the body immeds-
alcly



e By HOWARD DAVIS

C-are
metal .
frag'ments found at Aurore,
" Tex., where an unidentified
flylng abject allegedly crash-
. ed'in_ 1897, a UFQ Bureau

) .Metallurgists
‘baffled" at

spokesman said in Oklahoma
City Tuesday.

" Hayden. Heweé director. of
".the cny -based International

UFO Bureau, said he has

" - received reports from scien-

_ tists analyzing the -metal
" which indicate the probable

extra-terrestrial origin of the
substance. .

. Hewes returned Jast’ week .
- froin a'personal investigation
-of the Aurore gravesite of
. *what some villagers claim is
. ~'the_buried body of an alien

-+, being who allegedly crashed
* o in.the. UFO. The site is
« presently cordoned off from .
. sightseers and newsmen by
.armed goards.

- The story of a UFO ex-
- ploding atop a well on Judge
3.8, Proctor’s place April 19,

. 1897, was first reported in-
T Dallas and Fort
- newspapers a few days alter

Worth

the alleged explosion.

.Most residents around ‘the-
) '_srnall ‘hamlet 60 miles .
"~ northwest of Fort  Worth -
. claim the story is a hoax. ;.

-However, Hewes claims he

“has found the well site and

located unusual metal

fragments there; samples of -
.which he has turned over to
-Southwest' Airmotive's . Jet
"Division and to scientists at

North Texas State Universi-

ty. - 2

-f o e,
A metal detectior

- reglstered similar reactions

.. cemetery,
- newspaper reports said the-

* piloting the craft was buried.-

- that the scientists have found
.have magnetic properties. .

‘;rnagnelic. bul‘;his stuff

 research into 0ld’ newspaper

clippings has {urned ,up the:.

fact there was a- "barrage” s :
L | of widespread UFQ snghtmgsl T C e LT
| throughout Kanmsas,.: = . 2Tk

38 Oklahoma and Texas during :
Iy Apnl 1897, he said. AR s

43  Although the metallurg:sts B

expect to spend .another two -

weeks compléting their ;esls S

Texas State - Unwe;suy are
sending part of their sample'
to the General . Electric .|
Reséarch Center in Ohio.” , *.f ©

"“The UFO Bureau does nolm

about this,™ he said. “‘We're -
just checking to see if the in+
cident really happened.t™ . -
**1t,could be one of the most i . .
monumemal e\rents in human;, S
" history."” ' A T
- _Hewes sald lhat, if the,
_scientific tests tend to con-  J - .
firm the: probable non- .-
terrestrial’ origin of ‘the’ WL '
badly mangled créature’ _metal, he will attempt to get
a court order to ekhume lhe
Hewes reported Tuesday - grave. .
Commenung “on’ another'-
Fexas development’ —  thé"
dlscovery recently .of
“‘pulsating”” blob .growths in
three Dallas areéa homes — e
Hewes said. 'l d¢ not thinkif -
there, is any connection with-{ -
the Aurore "359"'..".".':_-- oL

‘Hayden Hewes

at one gravesite in a nearby. -
where  the old

the metal is 75 percent iron..
but strangely enough does not

*Anything over 7 percent
iron is supposed.to be .

isn’'t,” he said.

. Hewes also sald scnentists‘
from Southwest _Airmotive - Py '
have determined. the area is OKLhHOﬁ& q’oq. MAL.
radioactive, and speculated OKL“H"
that “this suggests the craft e p.-
may have been nuclear .°
powered — which implies it MAY,
was not tercestrial lf it land- ,"
ed in 1897. - -

The UFO. bureau s

MIDWEST UFO NETWORK

WALTER H. ANDRUS. JR. : S e

40 CHRISTOPHER COURT
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DIRECTOR
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Mrs Mary Evans . ..
.o she remembers UFQO

Woman recalls UFO

By BILL CASE &
Ahation Weler 4 7'{
A pineer Wise County woman now
Wit 92 wve an unidentilied flying
ol ot did o ondh tn Aurora, Texon, Apill
M, S8, and e body of 1he UFD
pitol was recovered &nd burled an the

Aurora Comebery.

“1 was only about 15 at the time
amil had all but forgotten the incident
until 1t appeared in the papers recent-
Iy * Mrs. Mary Evans, now living in
Newark west of Aurora, told The
Tuwnes Herald in an exclusive interview
o siday.

AW wore lnvlng in Awrora at the
tune Lut sy mother and father wouldn't
lei 1ae go whih them when they went
up 1o the crash sie at Judge Proctor's
well,

“When they returned home they (old
me how the airship had cxploded. The
pit was torn up and killed in the
wiash The men of the town who galh-
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ered his remains sad he wos 2 'small
mun’ and buried lum thad snme day
Aurora Cemetery.” -

Mes  Foans, widely  known s
“Graade Fyvion™ 1y aeselenk, of e

rolime Wise County salley i sl
Aurora  Hhome and New.oh aine loeat
ed ciosely together, is sl aclive, She
hves m her own home  acvoss  the
gireet from relauves and is an aler!
and avid fan of daytime television woap
operas.

“That ¢rash certainly caused a of
of exsuement,” she said. “"Many pro-
ple nere fmghioned Thoy duidn’t ke
what to expeet That wis years lu foee
we had noy reguln anplanes o otier
kinds ol aleships ™

BMrs. Evans' stitenunl 15 the fiend
tangible evidence by a living resident
of the area backing up a newspaper
stary filed April 20, 1897 by H. E. Hay-
den, an Aurura newspaper correspond-
emt and cotton buyer, wiuch was pub-

bded n both Dallas and Fort Worth
pPoapen s

In s story Ju sears apn Hasden
withe  Tle remams of the mlot were
pnthiered topether 11 was delermaned
B woas el o mdadiont of s wold
amb be owas gaven o Ul ianwd 1n
A Vo oy ™

ihey the years Hhovden s story was
dibunked and  branded by both the
press awd the publhic as a hoax.

Repotess hom The Times Herald
and wnestigators from UFOQ private e
voestigabine  organisaiens who began
chcang Hasden's veport with the ad
ol scoentbe mwetal detechion equipment,
tadie 1 oadioes sk other devices
thive et ago b Leomersd am
dennfiobh e o s of sllange metad st
lie wall sle

“We bave sent af Jeast seven differ-
ol hvpes of unususl micta! to the jabo-
rudnres of une of Limurica’s largest
anc aft  manuitcturers for corfilete

nee WOMAN on Page 3
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eva b and dentification
s o Vo ace, type
and 4 1 ~pokesian
for MUFON Mdwest Unidon-
tined Flying Ohget Netxork)
sl Tuenday, “The 1osults of
these fe<ie Jimald he o mplot-
] by the {nsbof nostb wiek

“lhicat J et of 0 gl s
af the <0ae menads are bewg
cotducted i Ofrawa, Canadn,
b thes G tiireent = Notuar sl
Racomreh Conned B wall pgwe
us v ats ol oxperl opinm
foonit " arnihificd scuentists

Moxday, Jollowing a new
tead supphed Ly 1wo Awoia
residents, the UFO anvestipa-
tras swatchod e senrch for
the bl s grave from the cone
fer to tae south of the (eme-
tory.

"Theae, following an inform-
ant ~ duechions to Jook under
a  gmarfid  old twisled oak
uee, we founl o grave with a
mopgue e pistone, * swd Tl
Wats  MUFON  inve~Ugator.
“Oun testng | with” the metal |
devecton wi ol 1ha3mme decys
bed moadgy Teome e gane
that we dhd flom somie wwly
reconered anetal at the site of
he VFO crash o the well. .

W o, A0 L IR Selen-
il cvalmmom of the metal
st ples wnd espeel a repord
by nest Mowday,” he added
“There  seems  vitlually no
doubt of & geruine UFO crash
on the well wie Anditwe get
the readings we suspect from
the melal tesls, we can estab-
lish a definite hie-m belween
the UFO «rash locatwn and
ihe o eupant of that grave mn
Hu o uwray”

=5tat{ Phote by il Co1e

CHALK QUTLINES a rongh carving on a grave headstone indicated the
shape of a legendary spacecraft that supposediy crashed in 1897 at Au-
rora, Wise County. At least iwo elderly residents of Aurora recall the
occurrence and the burial of the pilot's dismembered body beneath a
gnarled oak i the cemetary,



bing 8t D‘r.-m Orey of ¥orth Texas State Uniwerc.s:

Frioan, s 2 e 2 R R a‘é‘i;iffnii"“"“‘“ﬁﬁ

properties, he mvs.




v

*UFQ adfocatf:s smdy
1897 ‘ﬁi?ship’ crash

AURORA, Tex. (UP) — A
9l-year-old woman says she
remembers the night on April
19, 1897, her parents went to
the spot where an awship
crashed into Judge Proctor's
well and the pilot was buried in
the community cemetery.
“*Fhat crash certainly caused
a ot of excitement,” Mary
Evans said Wednesday. “Many
people were [rightened. They
didn’t know what to expect.
That was years before we had

any regular arrplanes or other -

kind of airships.”

UF(Q advocates have combed
;he Avrora area wilh metal
deteciors, radiation meters and
other scientific devices in re-
cent months in an attempt to
get some tangible evidence to
file with a court order to ex-
-hume the body of the alleged
pilot. Pieces of metal taken
from the area have been sent
to  various scientists and
metallurgists for examination.

A physics professor at North
Texas State University tested
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PHYSICIST TOM GRAY ]
. « « examines metal sample

one piece and said it was .
unusual because it was 75 per
cent iron but lacked many of
the properties common to iron,
The professor, Dr. Tom Gray,
said it was not magnetic and
was shiny and soft instead of |

dull and britle like iron.

Alien Sauc
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By HOWARD DAVIS
Of The Journal Staff
Did an alien being in a cigar-shaped flying
saucer really crash in Aurora, Tex., on an
April morning in 18977
Is it possible the pilot’s body is interred in
the sleepy North Texas comrmunity’s
cemetery, or was the whole incident a hoax
put on by railroad telegraphers and an over-
enthusiastic newspaper correspendent?
Old newspaper clippings, area folklore

. and accounts of present-day survivors of the

period pose a baffling — but often amusing
— mixture of the credible, the contradic-
tory and the plain old Texas Tall Tale.
The first newspaper account of the inci-
dent appeared in the April 18, 1897, edition
of the Dallas Morning News, under the
byline of one S.E. Hayden, a local cotton
buyer of dubious journalistic credentials.
Hayden’s story of the events of the
preceding day said that early morning
risers of Aurora “‘were astonished at the
sudden appearance of the airship which has
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Story Texas Hoax? ’

been cruising around the nation.”

“Evidently, some of the machinery was
out of order, for it was making a speed of
only 10 or 12 miles an hour and gradually
settling toward the earth,” Hayden's ac-
count said.

“It sailed directly over the public square,
then collided with Judge (J.S.) Procior’s
windmill and went to pieces with a terrific
explosion, scattering debris over several
acres, wrecking the windmill and water
tank and destroying the judge’s flower gar-
den.”

The story went on to say that the pilot
“appeared to be the only living thing aboard
and the spaceship built of an unknown metal
was so badly demolished details of its con-
struction afid motive power could not be
determined.”’

According to the report, the body wasin a
dismembered condifion, but “‘enough
remains were picked up to determine it was

See SAUCER on Page 2
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- hundreds of UFO sightings in north Texas

not that of an inhabit.ant of this world.”

The early reports said the being was

“given a Christian burial.”

Bear in mind, all this was six years before
the Wright Brothers flew a plane at Kitty
Hawk,

In any case, some students of the Aurora
incident believe Hayden's story was a hoax,
particularly because of quotes attributed in
the story to “T.J. Weems, U.S. Signal Ser-
vices officer.”

Weems reportedly said — among other
things — that *“papers found on the pilot’s
body appeared to be some sort of log of his
travels written in some unknown
hieroglyphics which could not be
deciphered.”

Weems also reportedly opined that the
pilot must have come from the planet Mars.

Skeptics of the Hayden account claim that

" “T.J. Weems” was actually Jeff Weems,

Aurora’s blacksmith.

Improbable as the initial account was — it
appeared with a very modest headline on
page 5 — it came at a time when similar
strange UFO sightings were rampant
throughout north Texas and much of the
Midwest '

The same day as the alleged Aurora inci-
dent (Apnl 17) a Waterloo, Iowa, farmer
reportedly appeared with some metallic
debris he claimed was all that remained of
an aircraft which landed in his pasture.

A wire service report from Kalamazoo,
Mich., stated that “three prominent and
sober citizens, while engaged in shingling a
roof’’ saw an airship crash-land and blow
up They stopped shingling the roof to in-
vestigate, but they reported nothing was
left of the craft but “‘a large coil of heavy
wire and a propeller blade of some light
material.”’

Dallas Times-Herald Aviation Writer Bill
Case, who has been working with the UFQ
investigators, says there was a “rash of

* -cities and towns from about April 14

w-—Appearanees oo L .

through April 27, 1897."

The Times-Herald of April i8, 1897,
reported firemen of Engine Company No. ¢
had-seen a UFO on the night of April 17, and
Dallas druggist R C. Kopisch said a crowd
formed in front of his store to watch the
cigar-shaped object with blinking lights
hover over the city. and- then disappear at

high speed. , e T

The Times-Herald-reported thil “during
nightly visitations of the aerial monster
over Dallas, residents held ‘lawn parties’
just to sit outside and wait for its

Case has examined published reports
from more than 20 north Texas cities where
UFO’s were sighted, and says most all of
the accounts describe the UFQ as *‘silver
colored, cigar-shaped, about 60 feet long,
with blinking lights and no noise.”

Some of these accounts relate bizarre in-
teractions between the inhabitants of the

-earth and those of the spaceship.

An Iowa farmer claimed one of his prize

gows was rustled by occupants of the cigar
e 3aw. -

-

In the Texas town of Atlanta, near Tex- -

arkana, a resident claimed to have spoken
with the occupants of the cigar.

He reportedly claimed three of the oc- .

cupants sang ‘‘Nearer My God toThee’’ and
passed out temperance tracts.

City Marshal Tom Brown of
Farmersville. Tex . along with =everal

Continued from Page

be occupied by three men and a large dog.

In Merkel, Tex., a family reportedly
returned from church and spied an anchor
hooked to a fence, with a stout rope leading
from the anchor to a cigar-shaped craft
which hovered just above the ground.

Before their eyes, the cigar opened and a
man in ablue sailor suit cut the rope and
climbed hack into the craft, which flew
away, leaving behind the anchor, which
didn’t.

The Fort Worth Register reported that a
railroad telegrapher named Patrick Byrnes
was bicycling east of Putnam, Tex., when
he encountered an airship.

He reportedly said he found a ship full of
blue-suited men who told him they were
having engine trouble and were on their way
to Cuba to “‘bomb the Spaniards.”

Byrnes reported the ship was loaded with
several tons of dynamite which were going
to be dropped on the Spanish navy to destroy
it. ’

By the morning of April 17, the Register
account goes, the ship was repaired and set
off toward the Ozark Mountains where, ac-
cording to the captain, the crew would train
for the bombing run.

H.A. and B.T. Hambright, brothers, told a
Register reporter they saw a silver aircraft
above the town of Rhome, two miles east of
Aurora, about 8 p.m. on April 17, the craft
reportedly having a white searchlight in
front and cruising west at 150 miles per
hour,

In the last several months, investigators
with [UFOB, NICAP and MUFON have con-
verged on the old Proctor place looking for
corroborative remains. (IUFOB is the
International Unidentified Flying Object
Bureau. NICAP is the National
Investigative Committee on Aerial
Phenomena MUFON is the Midwest UFO
Neiwork.)

A Corpus Christi treasure hunter earlier
this month went over the area with .
sophisticated metal detector equipment and
came up with fragments of a strange metal
which he and others have not been able {o
identify

The metal detector got the same readings
at the site of one unmarked grave in the
community cemetery.

Within the last week, Case with the Dallas
paper managed to obtain an interview with

~—383:year-old C.C. Stephens who claimed his

father'was an eyewitness to the crash itself.

“My daddy watched the silver-colored,
cigar-shaped airship c¢ross our pasture very
iow and slowly;”" Stephens said. “It had a

----- white -light-on—1t—and-he-watched- until it

crashed and burned on the top of Proctor's
hill. He told me about it while I was still a
my‘!l

Stephens, however, said his father never
mentioned any occupants in the airship.

The old Proctor place is now owned by
Brawley- Qates, 85.

Mrs. Qates reported she has lived on the
homestead for 26 years and ‘‘nothing, not
even weeds, will grow in the area’ where
the strange metal detector readings have

. been noted.

- Hayden Hewes, director..of. the Inter-
national UFQ Bureau in Oklahoma City, has
given samples of the metal to scientists at
North Texas State University,

If the analyses indicate a probable extra-
terrestrial origin, he said the bureau will

take legal action to see if the grave can be
axhnmed for examinatinn
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1897 UFO?

He Can’t Tell
If Metal’s Alien

DENTON, Tex. {UPL} — A physics professor at North
‘Pexas State University said Wedneday a small chip of
metal “surs™ his curiosity, but that he could not tell if it
came —as some have suggested— from a spaceship which
crashed in Texas in 1897.

Pnmary among the unusuai aspects of the metal, ae-
cording to Ur. Tom Gray, was that it was 75 per cent iron,
but lacks properties common to iron.

He said 1t was not_magnetic, and_was also shiny and

“soft; insfead ot dull and brittle tike iron.™ - e

1 don't mean by my comments to indicate whether this
iS of terrestrial or extraterrestrial origin,” Gray sawd, 'but
that the physics of that much 1ron not being magnetic stirs
my curiosity as a scientist.

“it It proves to be a rather strange beast, then a great
deal more study will have to be done on it. Right now, we
can only make supposittons. We cannot draw any conclu-
sions.” '

‘The samples were dug from an area near Aurera, Tex.,
abotzt 76 miles northwest of Dallas in Wise County. Various
samples were tound when dispatches resurrecting news re-
ports trom the 18%0s of the supposed spaceship crash were
published.

Une article, published in Dallas and Fort Worth news-
papers April 20, 1897, was written by H.E. Hayden, an
Aurora correspondent and cotion buyer.

speaking of the crash, which he said occurred over the
well on the tarm owned by J.S. Procter, Hayden wrole:
*The remains ol the pilot were gathered together. It was
determined he was not an ihabitant of {he world and he
was given a Chnistian burial in Aurora Cemetery.”

Othieials ot the tnternational Unidentified Flying Object
Bureau, run by Hayden‘Hewes of Oklahoma City. have
seized on the incident as a real instance of UFQ activity
on earth.

‘They have said that if the meial is proved to be extrater-
restrial they will press for exhumation of the body of the
supposed astronaut.

-
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e UFO admggtes study
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AURORA, Tex. (UPI) — A

., i8lyear-old ~woman says she

! remembers the night on April
19. 1897. her parents went to

", the spol where an airship

rcrashs.'d -intor Judge Proctor's
well and the ?ilot was buried in
' the community cemetery.

f “That crash certainly caused
a lot of excilement,”” Mary
Evang said Wednesday. “Many

' people were AMrightened, They
didn't know qwhat {o expect.
_‘That was yeals before we had
any regular a?rplanes or other
kind of airships.”

UFO advocates have combed
the - Aurora area with metal
detectors, radiation meters and
other scientific devices in re-
cent months in an attempt to
get some tangible evidence to
file with a court order to ex-
hume the body of the alleged
‘pilot. Pieces of metal taken
from the area have been sent
to various scientists and
metalurgists for examination.

A physics professor at North
Texas State University tested

1897 “airship’ erash

km“ . .
PHYSICIST TOM GRAY
. . - examines metal sample

one piece and said it was
wnusual because it was 75 per
cent iron but lacked many of
the propetties common o iron.
The professor, Dr. Tom Gray,
said it was not magnetic and
was shiny and soft instead of
dull and brittle like iron,
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MIDWEST UFO NETWORK
(MUFON)

- '
‘WALTER H. AnDRUS. JAR.
~DIAECTOR

40 CHRISTOPHER COURT
QUINCY, ILLINOIS &2301
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' not that of an lnhabitant ol this world:” .

... “given a Christian burial -
Sl - Béar in mind; all this was six years before
ST the erght Brothers flew a plane at Kltty
D Havwk:'. :

" incident betieve Hayden's story was a hoax,
- particularly because of quotes attributed in

L vlcesoffu:er” S

" Weems -reportedly said —. among’other
tllmgsr
- body,; appeared to be-some sort of log of his -,

;7 .decjphered.” -, -
 Weems also reportedly opined that: the
DS Lpllot misst have come from the planet Mars. -

r“T.J -Weems' wasg- actually Jeft Weem.
Auoora s blacksmith,
. Improbable as the initiat account was —it -,

N7 f;;«i ;
3 —~5wg§.«,'throughout north Texas and much o{ the
r ;- ,5@  Midwest. .

i ;  ‘dent (April 17)-a Waterloo, Iowa, farmer
‘,. ‘;: reportedly appeared with some metallic

i r an“ajferaft which landed in his pasture.

,r Mich.; stated that_*'three prominent and .

“* left of - the"eraft but “‘a large coil of heavy

»" materiak.", A

;‘ through Aprit 27, 1897.”

" wire sud’ a propeller blade of somé light
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*(‘The ‘early Teports said the being was--
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beoccupiedby threemenandalargedog .
In Merkel, Tex.,-a family. reportedly

+ returned from clmrch and spied an anchor .

c1 . in any case, some students of the Aurora :
.the gtory to *'T.J. Weems, U S Signal Ser-_‘.
that “‘papers found on the pilot's

g travels writien: in some unknown -
hieroglyphrcs whlch could not- be.

.: ,':",., it- Skeptics of the Hayden account claim that e

. hooked to a fence, with a stout rope leading
‘from the.anchor: fo a clgar—shaped craft'
* which hovered just above the ground.. !
Before their eyes, the cigar opened anda’-
- man in a blue sailor suit cut the rope and :
" climbed back 'into the craft, which flew |
away, leaving. belnud the anchor. whlch'

dldnt - AN

* The Fort Worth Register reported thata . °
rarlroad telegrapher named Patrick Byrnes :
- was bicycling east of Putnam Tex when--__-
he encountered an airship.. :

- He reportedly said he found a shlp full of 4
blue—suited .men’ who told:-him they were3

' having engme trouble and were on thetr way U

.~to Cuba to ““bomb the Sparllar : . -u
Byrnes reperted the ship was: loaded with.; i

several tons of dynamite which were going !

', Yo be dropped on the Spanish navy o destroy

5 rappeared with.a very modest headline on " .
.. page’$ — it came-at a time when similar
5. etrange UFQ sightings were rampant _‘

£ “The safme day as. the alleged Aurora mcl-, P

.+ debris he claimed was:all that remained of
A wire service report from Kalarnazoo. -

. sober clttzens, while engaged in shingling a. . '_

R roof” saw"an airship crash-land and blow -

.'I. up: . They. fopped:shingling the roof to in- .
¢, vestigate but they reported nothing was !

,The: Times-Herald of April 18, 1897

7" _réported firemen of Esgine Company No. 4 -

'3 } , j. Dallas. druggist R.C.:Kopisch said a crowd
" formed:in_front; ¢ of his store to watch the
cigar-shaped object’. with' blinking _lights

tugh speed

;;.. g Thé, Times-Herald‘reported that “during .

. had seen'a UFO on the night of April 17,/and . B _
“{ at_the site of one unmarked grave in the. - -~

IS | A
By the moming of April 17 the Register ’
"account goes, the ship was repaired and set

off toward the Ozark Mountains where, ac-’,

. cording to {he captain, the crew would tram 3
for the bombing run.

H.A.and B.T. Hambnght brothers, tolda
Register reporter. they saw a silver aircraft
above the town of Rhome, two miles east of .
Aurora, -about 8 p.m, on April 17, the craft!
_reportedly .having a white searchlight in -,
_front and cruising west at 150 miles per '’
‘hour. . - v
* In the last several months mvestigators %
with [UFOB; NICAP and MUFON have con- -

. verged on the old Proctor pjace Jooking for
corroborative remains. (IUFOB is the
- " International Unidentified Flying Object ¢
"Bureau. NICAP is the Natlonal i}

« - Investigative Committee on Aerial 3 .:
Dallas Tlmes-Herald Aviation Writer Bill --
:j, Case, who has been working with the UFQ -
] investrgators says there was a "“rash of - . ..
;“ % {4 _ hundreds.of UFO sightings in north Texas ' -
Lo “veitiesand towns from, about Aprtl 14 .

. Phenomena.. MUFDN is the M)dwest UFO ki
" Netwaork.)

A Corpus Christi tmasure lmnter earlier i

this month - went - over the area with -

sophisticated metat detector equipment and _'

*,“came up with fragments of a strange metal ;

. which he arld others have not been able to‘

. identify; ~ ,l,i
The metal detector got the same readings’

| community cemetery.

::,.'l’ Within the last week. Case with the Dallas’
* hover-over the city and then disappear at. .

paper managed to obtain an interview with
“-~~8%-year-old C.C. Stephens who, claimed his
, »father wag ameyewitness to the crash itself. .

;;‘_;’: rughtly ‘visitations -of . the -gerial monster - *: *“My daddy watched the snlver-eolored”

. ;; e _over: Dallas, residents held “lawn parties’  cigar-shaped airship ¢ross our pasture very -

bt S just to sit outside and wait for its .. low and slowly,” Stephens said. It had a |
apmrance T TR =3~ ¢ white light op it ‘and he watched until it =

‘Case. has i ublished- ‘reports -
from more than 20 north Texas cities where

the accounts describe the UFQ as “silver
colored,. cigar-shaped, aboui 60 feet long,
wn.h blinking lights and no noise,"

*+ .- '| Some of these accounts relate bizarre in-

_earth and those of the spaceship. :
An Jowa farmer claimed one of his prize
cows was rustled by occupants of the crgar
' he saw.

In the Texas town of Atlanta near Tex~
.- .arkapa. a resident claimed to have spoken
=~ . with the occupanis of the cigar. - -~

He reportedly claimed three 'of the-oe-

A passed out temperance tracts.

S -City Marshal Tom Brown' of °
B Farmerswlle Tex., along with several
£ I'".;.other persons described as ‘‘church

‘" people.” also claimed the craft'seemed to .-

© UFQ¥s were sighted, and says most all of ~

1

teract:ons between the inhabitants of. the St

f'

© ‘cupants sang “Nearer My God to Thee’*and . *

'- ' exhumed for examination. ...

' posted around the Aurora cemetery.

.- crashed and burned on the top of Proctor’s -
" hill. He told me ahout it whlle I was sull a”
my »o - Falm

-~;‘5‘- Stephens, however said his father never -

mentioned any occupants in the airship,

Ll U v AW M

:The old Proctor place is now owned by | zr N T '

L3

" Brawtey Oates; 65.. .
‘Mrs. Oates reported she has lived on the 4

‘homestead for 26 years and “nothing,not : | o .

 even weeds, will grow in the area” where. ;- < 7'

, the strange: rnetal detector readlngs have 5
. been noted.-
Hayden Hewes director of ‘the Inter-

natlonal .UFD Bureau in Oklahoma City, } has. }

o given ‘Samples of the metal (o scientists at;’ ﬁ
“ North Texas State University. - Y

. . I the analyses indicate a probable extra-- E

"~terrestriai origin, he said the bureaun’ will ¥

* take legal action to see if the grave can be “F

.+, Meanwhile, armed sentries have been '

'|‘

L " B "
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B EIOL CASE
L matf Wrtter
Tao of three laboraic~  tesrg
P s of metal recovered ’ the s.1e
of v reported UFO c= Aurora
Te., Apri 18, p&st La the
have found “ene sa rughly un.
sual " !
Physist D: Tem Gmy‘d the
North Texas State Umvermt ' facuity

., sad he fousd one out-el f.g pueces

being tested M Ins laborato} “mu-
m-l. H , ) 5
Conducting iis owa search fgrmetal
-t the site of ihe alleged UFD érash on
the Rrawley Oates faxm hame iy Ao,
D b e
and_g.,_mue student nsedmg,gldev

A

"UEQO site meta

tectors to recover four pieces of ditfer
ent metals near a well.

Newspaper reports of the crash at
the tume said the awshp” cothded
wilth & windmu! and exploded blasting
mexws of metal over several acves and

the mlat. .

e s

“But 1t lacks properties commom io
jrom, such as bewng magneuce,”” Dr.
Gray sad. “it 15 also shiny and malle-
eble, nstead of dul] and brmtde hke
.lm - i
+ Most ailoys which contain iron m

samples have properties and }HIML’ he added. -
conént common to metals of this -Dr. Cray_emphasized ks did not
aree,” Dr Gray sad. “But onexample mean hus commerts & miicale the
Py requre muchrmqe investigation.”  gample was of earthly or extraterrese
He sud the sample looks as if @ ¢fal origls. “But 1S physcs suir my cu-, =~

bas been melted and,g:hﬂeredonﬁn ricpsity as @ scimntist,” hosaud. - g_a
ground. . g sarhple \amag réxire ey
. yobwe - he\ambk."rr.u-w
W 0 Pe @ Wheeit.?
ﬂnd:;'?al Wu&mﬂh

MIDWEST UFO NETWORK .
(MUFON)

WaALTER H ANDRUS, Jr ,

DIRESTOR , .

4D CHRISTOPHER CQURT
QIINCY JLLINEIS Sa23H

217 222~ a2x274

PHONE AC

SysmiTTED BY! ’

A\ \ .
ibed as puzzline

Dr.. J. Allen Hynek, chuef consultant
for MUFON Midwest Unidentfied
Flyng Object Network) chief consult-

ant and the maton's leadwy UFO ex-
pert at Northwestern Univetmty

i

In a secered report on seven sam:

.. ples subspitted by Dallas Times Herald
ren&tfers*b ane of the nation’s largest
ﬁr«:mﬂ furers, aciéntists smd
“ote of the seven diifereat pleces sub-

. Tutted hm&m “theghly wu-

"
...4-

Mnﬂ ﬁsemmﬂc'ahowas

mﬁ‘:?uWhr‘

cﬂdhame&!ﬁﬁvnmﬂhm

: 'mhs:ﬂan“hhﬁ'[‘he

of all knmown metals "

A prehmjrmw repott ontlus callee-
twn,of samples ahould be rebdy  riday.
Ammidenncauomsg#en:o
the¥Amencan Alrcraft Co, have been

.Sent’tp the National Research Insttute
Canada,

are seelking wdependent evalu-

ations d the metals !mmasmany

highly relishle sources as possibl> un-

der the circymptances,™ & MUFON

Herald

THitay. R 1 de rematty ] te at

‘kﬁnqﬂ»d the Tuetaly ia‘eormdemd

Mm by the lpeutxsu we

:daﬂﬂemdmon
....ublcb & request to ¢ ume|the
¢ of the Uso
- }gm ﬁ T vepdrt sad ithe
A \-;,l o e o
“a _"‘ 1
L *,.,___ - ; -!
. - }
- ‘ . 1‘
o )
’ﬂ'

'unus!

dismembered body ..
gahered by the men ¢
following the crash

“It was delern
habitant of this wenw
Chrishan bunal i Aur-
1 sadd.

Using metal detectc -

. MUFON ~fmestigate <

remete grave in the ¢
from wiueh they recen
ihel readings as ther
sample of metal Dr Grz
craft company sclehtisis
“purding"” and unusual
Extra effort has b
investigabon of the 1«
crash bevasse this is the

. case where x UFO 15 <

trashed -and the puot’s b
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: Dr. Gray sad that the
piece he apalyzed "may re-
| quire much more in
! yestigation.”
» He said the *“most in-
{riguing part” is that the
piece “is made up primarly
. of iron, but is not magnetic.”
+ The piece was taken from a
$ix-inch scrap of metal found
by Dr. Redden.,
» “It is 75 per cent iron and
per cent zinc with a few
] drace elements,” he added.
i} #But it lacks properties com-
mon to iron, such as being
4 fnagnetic. It is also shiny and
{nalleable instead of dull and
brittle like iron.” -
 He said, however, that his’ |

Texas State University scten-r* comments, “do not indicate

tist said Wednesday a piece |
af metal found at the site of a3
Keported 1847 spaceslnp crash,/
is “puzzling.” /
*Dr. Torn Gray, who has
heen analyzing scraps of met-
4l tound near Aurora, a ghost
town in Wise County i North
Texas, said at least one plece
of metal appears to be the re-
sult of intense heat.

3 “It looks like a liquid drop
or a splatter,” he said. “It's
mterestmg "

Wwhether this is of terrestrial
or extraterrestrial origin,
They mean only that the
physics of that much iron not
;aemg magnetic stirs my cu-
nomty as a scientist.”
i The NTSU physicist said
&hat reports of the in-
westigation will be sent to Dr.
v, Allen Hynek of North-
vestern Umiversity at Evans-
Xon, 11, who is the director of
the Air Force's UFOQ study

department

: MEANWHILE, a 92-year-old
woman who said she lived in
Aurora at the time of the re-
ported crash on April 18, 1897,
told the Dailas Times Herald

at she recalls the crash of

e strange unidentified flying
dbject.

* Mrs, Mary Evans told the
Times Herald:

s “We were living in Aurgra
4t the time. But my mother
and father wouldn'’t let me go
with them when they went up
tp the crash site at Judge'
}’roctor s well.

Published reports of the
jime said the residents found
the remains of a “small
pan” and buried them. *I
was determined he was not
an inhabitant of this world,”

'} MES, EVANS was the sec-
ond former resident of Aurora
* &0 recall the incident,
1 She said she was told by
;:er parents that the airship
ad exploded and the pilet
was torp up and killed in the
ash.
Y ““The crash certainly
tcaused a lot of excitement,”
she said.
! “Many people were fright-
'ened They didn't know what
o expect. That was years be-
Yore we had any regular air
planes or other kinds of air-
Eships."
v Earlier this month C.
““Charlie” Stephens, 83, a
farmer-rancher in the area,
said his father saw the “Ci-

:the farm and then heard it

h newspaper Teport sald.
“and he was given Christlan
bunal in Aurora cemetery.”

INTEREST IN the mmdent
]Jegan anew recently when a
group of private UFQ ins"
westigators came to Wise
County {rom Denver, Colo., to
check the reports,

. Dr. Gray, a physicist at
N’I’SU said the pieces of met-
al were brought to him by
biologist David Redden, an-
other NTSU professor, and
members of the Denton As-
tronomical Society.

‘crash on a high hill on Judge
roctor's farm.
i “The next day my father
:rode a horse into Aurora fo
Yook at the scene and said it
Jooked like a mass of torn
Jmetal and burned rubble,”
:Stephens told the Times Her-

: Residents in the Aurora
larea have objected to recent
mvesttganons and they said
~they will go to court to pre-
bvent any digging in the ceine-
}tery

L S,

gar-shaped” airship pass over .
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f-s ship 'Grash‘ Ih 1897 .

(Gdde I TS TR R T

- "" U’ﬁORA‘ FUPI) — A*91 year-old Woman-says- she
x émembers‘the\n,lg t pn 'Z;Lﬁril 1, 1897, ‘het ,parejits, went to
7 the spof Where an airshipictashed info.Judgé H"&t«ir" Well -
o and the.pilot was buried in the e?mmun{ty cenietery L
\ “That crash certamly caused’ @ fotiot 9xcitement," Mary
, Evans™ said *h_ei'e = *Meny . e ‘were: tr}ghtenedﬁ They.
© . didn't know, what to expect Bt was years befbre;we had .
any regu]ar a:,rplanes or other‘]dnd'hf airships.” . A0 AR
* The Wright Brothers made ‘their hlstonc fiight pl Kitty
- ‘Hawk in December, 1003 This Hias led some to believe the |
airship that cmshed at the Te.xas ‘well was from *anothor
, Planet, if indeed such an airslup ensts Mrs. Ems hdb no
doubts.” T SEA 0w - !
“I was only about 15 at fthe time and had all but
forgotten the incident unl.il it -'appeared in ‘the, ‘newspapars >
recently,” sbe said, We were living in Aurora at the time
but my mother and father woilldn't Jet me go with themn
when they went up to the crash slte 'at Judge Proctor’s well:-
“When they retumed home they told e tow the airship .
had exploded “The ilot was’tom ] ‘and killed in the erash. ~
The men of the‘tgown‘who"gathered s rerodiins said he was:
-“'a small Tman %ndébugled hm:n tha't’sqme “day, in"Aurof =
Cemetery.” | jal- 1 il R RS
T The UFo advoca"tes have mbed th the Aumra area with ¢
, metal’ detectors, radiation meters aiid. othdi' ,&clbntﬁic
. «devices in recent months in an attemnpt to get some [.a,ngwlg
x ‘evidence to iﬁle with a court'order to exhume | the body of the -
»alleged pilo Pleces of metal tq’ken from theé area have been
;:.msentto yarious g e:g:lmg metalurg:sts foi"exarhmat!gp sl
I8 A ohysles  professor &

.
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UFO incident |

Pioneer recalls
hearing of crash

By BILL CASE

Aviation Wriler

. A third pieneer Narth Texas
resident hkas coniirmed he

knew ol the erash of an uni-

dentified {lying ohject in Au-

rora Aprit 19. 1897, in which

the pilot was killed

G. C. Curley, 95, of Lewis-
ville, now a resident of the
Leaijsville Nursing Home told
The Times Herald Thursday:

“"We got the report early in
Leuisville. Two friends wanted
me to ride over to Aurora to
sec {t. But | had to work.

“When they got back on
horseback that night they told
me the airship had been seen
coming Irom the direction of
Dallag the day belore and had
been slghted In the area, But
no one knew what it was.

“They said it hit something
near Judge Proctor's well. The
alrship was destroyed and the
pilet in 1 was badly tomup,”
he said.

Curley who is remarkably
alert despite his advanced age
added:

“My {irlends said there was
a blg crond of sightseers who
were picking up pieces of the
exploded airship. But no one
could identity the metal it was
made of. We didn't have metal
like that in America at that
time.

“And they said it was diffi-
cult 1o describe the rilo). They
saw onlv a torn up body. 1
don’t krow what happened to
the pilot’s body. They didn't
say.”

Curley added *“‘people were
frightened by the crash. They
couldn’t understand what jt
was."

His stalement corrohorates
statements given The Times
Herald by C. C. "Charlic” Ste-

phens. 86, of Aurora, who de-
scribed how his father, Jim
Stephens, was an eye-witbess
1o the UFO ciush, and L*:atl’
given by BMre Mary “Grand-:
ma” Evans. 91, who lived in
Awmora at the time. .

Mrs. Evans said her mother
and father wouldn't allow her
to visit the crash scene but
they told her when they re-
turted home the UFQ had ex-
ploded when it hit a windlass
over a well on Judge J. 8.
Proctor's farm.

“They said the pilot was
toon up and killed in the
crash,” she said. “He was
buried later that same day in
the Aurora Cemetery.”

The reports related by Cur-
ley, Stephens anid Mrx. Fyvana
closely diplicate the factelna
story written by Aurora news-
paper correspondent, H. E.
Hayden, which was published
in Dallas and Fort Worth pa-
pers the day after the crash.

While the scarch for addi-
tional witnesses and informa-
tion continues by ufologists
(UFO investigators), reports
from three scientific laborato-
ries which are analyzing sam-
ples of metal gathered at the
crash site were expected Mon-

day night.
“We have at least one picce
of wvery light metal which

shows nonmagnetic iren, zinc
and at least traces of six other
elemenis and jt is hizh'y un-
ustal.” said one scientist.

investigators huve located a
grave in Aurma Ceinetery in
which they behieve the UFO
pilot was buried. They have
obiained identical metal detec-
tor decibel readingz (rom the
grave that they do from the
mystery piece of melal scien-
tists e studying,

[
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By BILL CASE.
Avintion Wriler

gl & i * . . I
Extaustive  efforts _since «More intenstve investigation

mid-March to conlirm repocls
that a4 UFO crashed al a well
-gite iy Aurora, Tex., April 18,
1897, were at o cruciul stage
Sunday, .

«Investigators {ram MUFON
{Midwest Unideniified Flying
Object Network) and Dallas

" Times Herald reporters have

combed the arez with scientil-
jc instruments in an effort to
Jocate pieces of the reporied
space ship and have pinpointed
a grave in Aurora Cemelery in
which the pilol may be buried.
And scienlists in laboralories
al North Texas State Universi-
ty. ong of the country's major
airevaft  companics  and the
National Rescarch Council in
Oitawa, Canada, are in the
midst of running tesls fo identi-
fv metal samples supplied by
invegtigators, NTSU conducted
flsesearch on ils own,
* “We are in the waiting peri-
od 1o see il all of our elforts

- - —— e — —

- Au rora UFOQ site

probe near climax
Ay -

pay” off,”" a MUFON spokcs-
man told The Times Herald.

has gone inlo 1ihis casc Le-
tause it ig the only reporied
case of a UFO erash in which
the pilat’s body was allegedly
recavered and buried. The sci-
entists report one out of seven
pieces of mieta] is highiy unu-
sual in its properties.

“And,” he emphasized,”
even I analysis shows this
metal is known on earth it is
not conclusive proof that it did
nol gome from space or that it
was not developed and dupll-
caled on earth by man at a
later date.”

Meterorites compased largely
of iron, zine and traces of oth-
er mmetals, some knewn and
unknawn, are constantly bom-
bardng us from space, Dr.
Tom Gray, NTSU physicist,
said. “And we don't know
where' they. come from. It is
the physics of this puzzling
piece of metal we recovered at

the crash site that stirs my |

curiosity as a scientist. I
would like to see’if we candu-
plicate it.”

The first in-depth compre-
hensive metal analysis reporis
ave expected 1o he compleled
Monday alght.

Although the story has been
branded & “hoax” and practi-
cal joke for yeurs in North
Texas, the investigation has
found three aged persons who
have given detailed stories of
the crash, recovery ‘and burial
of the pilot, - .

In addition, articies from
April 14 through April 27, 1897
published in Dallas and Fort

. Worth  newspapers . list

“
r .

o

hundreds of sightings of “air- |]

ships” matching the degerip-
tion of thé enc which repotted-
ly crashed in Aurora,

“We have no plans to ex-
liiie  the pllot's body at this
lime,” 1he "MUFON spokesman
sald.”, However, il sclentilic
evidence shows ciose relaton-
ship between I.he} metal read-
ings Irom the crash sile and
ihe grave are valid we shall
consider asking' Wise County
District " Court to issue an ex-
humation order allowing it io
be performed by expertsin ac-
cordance with instructions of
the court.” . .
“Thefe ™ §s° na “intenticn: “of
{urning this into a circus. Itis
& - sceniific investigntion and
will be kepl on thd pluin with
all respeel” for 1he comelcry,

Hs otherd occupants and the |:

lpelJp!f: of the conuunity.”

e
- - .
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Saucer Ex

Hayden Hewes, Oklahoma City director of UF bureou, listens to radiation detector in ¢
chicken coop built over site of supposed UFQ crash. Nothing but normol background radwa-
tion was detected. (Siuff Photc by Steve Sisney.) - .- [
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Nothing Found

Probing with metol detector for signs of a supposed alien londing are, from left, Inter-
national UFO Bureou members Richard Leonard, Ken Vaught and Vic Johnston, Only a rysty
nail was found during Sunday’s search. (Staff Photo by Steve Sisney)

RUFO Artifacts Gone

| By HOWARD DAVIS
Of The Journal Staff
AURQORA, Tex. — The
evidence all but disappeared
Sunday as on-site in-
vestigators took a fresh look
at the site where in 1897 a
mysterious awrship allegedly
crashed and exploded with an
alien pilot aboard.
i A number of unusual

phenomena had been into hiding Sunday when a
reported in the last several team of UFOlogists
weeks that tended to suggest (researchers into uniden-

See Related Pictures, Page

something unearthly did tified flying object sightings)
happen one Aprl morning in  confronted the site with

this north Texas hamlet. Geiger counters, metal
But mest of the reported
phenomen: “z2ppa: "ntly went See UFO on page 2
‘if"——\:_b T

[



P I I A S R PR SRR A

(R

PR N

fremBE

Cr e

'
+ 0

U |

o

S S S

Continued from Pag. 1
detectors and firsthand
observation.

There were reports that the

- alleged crash site was still

radioactive, but the Geiger
counters failed f{o pick

" +anything up but normal

background radiation.
The radiation was supposed

- to have been responsible for
- the chickens laying rotten

eggs in the coop built over the
supposed crash site. But even
the chickens were on good
behavior, apparently laying
nothing but standard Grade A
Mediums, which, when open-
ed, looked and smelled fine.
An effort was made, with
the use of metal detectors, to
find more fragments of 2
shiny metallic substance
recently discovered on the
crash site, but the only thing
metallic recovered from the
ground was a rusty nail.
Meanwhile, the man whe
first discovered the strange
shiny metal and took the
lion’s share of it for himsetf

has apparently disappeared ~

without a trace, leaving
behind only a fake address in
Corpus Christi and a
telephone number that
belongs to someone else.
Hayden Hewes, director of
the International UFOQ
Bureau, headquartered in
Oklahoma City, said efforts
to contact a '*Frank Kelley”,
who said he was a
professional treasure hunter,

. - have been futile

Two more disappointments
greeted the investigators
when they arrived at the
Aurora cemetery, when, ac-
cording to turn-of-the-
century newspaper accounts,
the alien pilot was ‘‘given a
Christian burial.” .

LUFO

—~__were born and raised in the

* There were Teports earlier
in the week the cemetery
association had posted armed

-

i
!

{
}

sentries to keep sightseers !

and newsmen out of the
cemetery grounds.

Lynn McCrary, president
of the association, denied this
report.

However, Nobles
acknowledged that Wise
County sheriff’s deputies

spent several hours at the .

cemetery one day when
towmspeople feared an immi-
nent attempt to abduct the
body.

Further discouragement
came with the disclosure by
Nobles that cemetery

7

records indicate the suspect -

grave was owned by a man

named C.A. Carr and that -

attempts to Jocate Carr or his

known descendents have been .

futile.

MeCrary said it is not even
known whether Carr is alive,
adding that it is possible a
relative of Carr or Carr
himself fell victim to one of
the repeated yellow fever
epidemics which plagued
Aurora in the 1890's and may
have then been quickly buried

with no stone to mark the

grave.

MeCrary is openly hostile
to the UFO investigation.

*The people here don't like
it,” he says. “You wouldn't
like it, either. That (the
cemetery) is supposed tobe a
sacred place.

““The way it's been the last

—

five weeks it's been a show ~

place.”

Mrs. MeCrary, whose
mother and mother’s:mother




: True Believer
Brawley Oates, owner of farm where UFO may have
crashed, believes the story is true. (Staff Photo by Steve
Sisney.}
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Last Fragment ¥

. Ad
UFQ investigator Tommy Blann holds up one of remaining
fragments of metal recovered from “crash site.” (Staff Phote’
by Steve Sisney.)
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“AURORA, Tex.,
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. A
phenomena had been into hidmg Sunday “when 3.
_ reported in- the last several team ‘of". UFOIoglsts

weeks that tended to suggest - (researchers mta umde

. e\ndence alt but dlsappeared' .
"~ Sunday' as on-site in- ,-
.+ vestigators took a fresh look’

i-.at the site where in 1897 a

: , mysterious airship allegedly-

_ erashed and exploded with an
+ alien pilat aboard.

A number of unusual_
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“somelhmg unearthiy did

happen one. April-morning in.
this north Texas hamlet.
But most of the reported

phenomena apparently went

tified flying obJect SIghtlngs) £

. confronted " the; ‘sjte ’ with 7 v SR

Gelger counlers "metal
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LG ) IR A detectors and l'lrsthand 2oin.the. ‘wesk cemetery:
RN N S * observation. L association had posted armed -

There were reportsthat the 1:sentfles ' to; keep sightseers:’
alleged crash site was still ;*and’ newsmen. out “of .the

'ﬂlE  ATLANTA, cons'nw'rmf\. ‘Tlmro., .\h, 31. 19.3 9.,\ : '. . radioactive; but the, Gelger';’ ceﬂlefew m‘ounds ! ':.':;\ ¢
— counters failed to plck: : R L

|

i‘ﬂl" | » ' -anything up but - ‘mormal . . Lymn ‘MeCrary; president
|
i

1897 UF 09 e SRR B . background radiation. ".*; ofth&aﬁoelatlon_derﬁedthle !
o 1--‘; ..+ The radiation was supposed - "¢P® TR X
H C t Tell "4 1 . to have been responsible for ° How‘ever ““Nobleés-

"the chickens laylng rotten acknowledged that . Wisé |
. . €ggs In the coop built over the ", County ,sheriff's deputies 1~
i - - supposed crash site. But'even& spent*several +hours . at*'the -¥
; ~the chickens were on good- ~cemetery. .one “day when s
j behavior,  apparently - laying townspeople feared an immi- 1
: .. nothing but standard Grade'A:neiit’ attempt to abduct the
i *  Mediums, which, when open- . body ooy
F . ed, looked and smelled.finé.- :

If Metal’s Ahen ~ '5

L E.M‘ON l‘-‘x {UPD — & physws professor at North N

‘- \’j.'.k 1

§ N gLk 1'.:" theF > dlscouragement
= lexas State - University said Wedneday a small chipof™, | ! o An effort was made,.with' Fur

4] metal ‘stirs” ‘lfus ciiriogity, but_that he could not tell if it *. e : the use of metal detectors. 1. came withrthe disclosure by: 7

"'came —as somethave suggested— frorna spaceship which " | - . < ..“find more fragments.of-a --Nobles’ that..cemetery .}

"“shiny metallic substané ‘Tecords indicate the 3*53139‘:‘
recently discovered on. the , B¥ave was owned by ' man
crash site, but the only. thing . ‘named "C.A7 Carf and - that

; metallic recovered from the ' attemplts.to locate Carr or bis .

.ﬁaSl’led In Texas i.l‘l 1897 D s ,," Q {_{' 1 L'l ‘}:ﬂ |

" Primary among the unusual aspects:, of the rmetal, ac'- :
cording to Lr:Jom Gray, was' that it ‘Was, 75 Qer cent’ iron,

$ common‘ig 1ron"}.- v
iyt a e SRR I A i v e e
briitle: iKa ron: 53¢ n . VAR SR
softl, :ln:r:ia;:;: ub];’anl‘lg cl;t:;le]!jltﬂro lndllal; \:'hether“th!s v ey T iﬁ:?dlrs:&‘;ﬁm:n:lh et it;al:ge ».ancCra;y l?la o (l;is nl:ta?i?:
¥, i . [ :ﬁ'-',I‘-'. O e own whether Larr y
*"18 of terrestnal’or éxtraterréstrial -origin,” Gray sald. but i “227 7 Tion's share of It for i adding. thit. it £ possible %

lhat the physics.of that much iron not being magnelic stlrs e
mY curiosily as a scientlst Do

. .= has apparently disappeared ‘relative_of % Carr or Carr 1
'f-; ', 11t 1t proves’ ‘1o be a rather- strange beast, l.hena great : .

- er:hout ]a tra:e leaving' himself fell’ ‘victim to- o?e of 7. d
, “behind only'a fa eaddressinl the " repeated: ellow fever -
- 'deal more study. will have to be done on it. Right' uow,cwivue ‘,. Corpus'-Christi -4nd g - epidempl?s wll)l'ch " plagued™
v ;can- ﬂﬂlb'.ma"e su?posltmqs*\ve'cannoz "draw' any, con - .+ #; . telephone number; that: > Aurora in.the 1630's and may“
.sions.” - S0 p 0 - belongs to'someone else, i+ - "have thén beén quickiy buried .
' 'The semples were dus trom ‘an dred near, Aurora, Tex., " L ;,’u_; *t5 Hayden Hewes, director: of . with. no. stona, to. mark ‘the %
about 70 mules norlhwest of DallasleseCounty Various' S . “the lnternatwnal UFQ - grave " .,1

samples were found ',vnen dispatches resurrecting news re- . ; -‘ . Bureau," hea dquar(ered in., 5 :
ris from ther 16305’ of the. supposéd spaceship Crashwere. | oo ﬂ_Oklahoma City, said efférts m“fh"f’.?i:”& iii:eﬁ liutons.me i
publlshed e oL “a . Cal '. - * to conlact a “Frank Ke“ej’", I'¢ TS

: 1+ The people here dog’t like *;
‘who “said - ‘he .wasja.  It,! hé says! “You.wouldn't. .
g;ofesbr:eonag ttli-leasure hunter. !ike it, : ¢ither., That (the

ve been futile ;
. Two more drsappointments cegg;erﬂg sup posed tobea
greeted the investigators’y Pac s BACT e "
: _when ‘they arrived at~the * "The way ltabeenthe last :‘
~ Aurora cemetery, whea, ac- five- \s:?elrs }t's been a SMW
cording. to turn-of:the-:.place™” ' M &

1,z century {leWSP&Pel' accounts; v . Migi: 1McCrary,a whose
‘the ‘alien pilot wa$ “given 3 mother and mother's: ‘mother :

- Christian burial." ,were' born .and rajsed in the =

e article,’ publlshed m Dallas and Forl. Worlh news-
hpers April 20,1897, was  wriften by HE Hayden,
Aurora correspondent and cotton buyer.

Speaking of the crash, which he said occurred over the -
.well on the tarm owned by J.S. Procter, Hayden wrote: . _
**I'ne remains of the pilot were gathered together. It was N
determined he was not an inhabitant of the world and he . N

" was given a Christian burial in Aurora Cemetery.” .

Uthicals of the lmernatlonal Unidentilied Flying Object )
Bureat, run by Hayden'Hewes of Oklahoma City, have N
seized on (he incident as & real instance of UFO actwnl.y e
on eatth. ' o . First, it was dascovered L Aurora’ area 'and who' has hv§ f‘I :

‘Ihey have said that 11 the metal is ‘proved 1o be extrater:  § ...} _"that the small," unmarked ed all her. own life there, said >

- restrial they wilt -press for exhumation of the body of the e tnangular headstone at the."'she had never heatd the 1697 . e

- . suspectedgravesite had been. ' g, unulthreeor fouryears
supposed astronaut. « 1. broken off two inches above agt.’:‘y i R

ground level and removed. . She: attantes all the Ilmor ~l
Se“’?d I":"’ metal tdetec' to Braley.Oates, 65, the man ., !
[ itors failed to get.any: who ljves on thé land wheré ",
.. readings directly over the the cigar-shaped arrship ]
* .7, gravesite, contrary to earlier‘ allegedly exploded.. o
¥ T reports
' The developments of Sup-  Oates says he first '“W"',d X
+ day’s.investigation tended to tothe farm in 1945, and didn’t
.dim any immediate prospect hear anything about the UF 0‘-
* the UFO Bureau may have of incident.until ap article came - ]
< getting a court order to ex-- Ut in.a newspaper. about it
-hume the suspect gravesite.”. *Some 12 years ago..;” .. :‘
) ' Trustees of the cemetery, -, “At the time, I didn’t think: T
;. = ralarmed last week of -':t.unom-l anything about?it,"bé - saidi i
"'ty seekers overruaning ‘the ' “I didn’t think there was any, 1‘3 .
. -groinds, have had their-at-, - such of a thmg as flytng,r. T
) - o o torney, Bill Nobles, drafi” " saycers: - iy
e - . - I==<7 1 ;legal papers for obtaining, an .. ."But L.sute do now nai :
P . i “,:v + injukction, if pecessary,.’to : .One. tlung .that welghs o
S o ) . ' .1 .~ keep the grave from being heav:ly with -Oates is thal'z
e PR T "2, .+ desecrated, . 40 doctors vhave: told - him his
e Con "f .. However, Nobles' said he " gouty; arthritis may- b’ the =
PR oo T <« % o FL T+, does not plan to tite for the in- - result of radiation poisoning. oy
we . e ’ . Lo junetronatth:stimeandwrll* _he says, - ST
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. : ‘ "y not file unless there is reason .. “The UFQ was supposed to:
L Y - ' ,:——': L+ to believe the grave will be :pave crashed on top of a well.
R SRR I R LT Gy ke " arstiirbed. onthetarm .When QOates took '.’.

. U - ' o - Hewes has said the UFO i possession of . the place, he -:
Bureau is consulting its own .. cleaned the partly filled well
“attorneys "about the légal "out and 'used the well for -,

process involved in exhurming - drmklng water, for 12 years, ;- f

the gravesite, but will not . Most 'of the strange metal . j
¢, ' start oroceedings until and ° fragmenls were believed to !
. unless analysis of the. have been dredged up when |

- metallic fragments from the : the well was cleaned out and | e

; crash site points to an exira- " Qates thinks the water in the:* 4

terrestrial origin, . - well mlght have been "t

Nobles said the - Aurora .radioactive. © . .5 b &b
.~ Cemetery Association would * . His gnarled gmtesquely by
. Tequire substantial evidence . deformed hands batfled doc- - n!
- before it would consent to the . Qtors; whomn_he said tell him ;'
‘.;! exhumation. but added that, Pthey have: ne\rer seen m
. if the probability of fmdlng v anything like'it. ¥ - - niE I
2 wan alien in the grave were ;- . However;.: 12 . years ago <
‘-: - overwhelmmg, “I think -the:’ ‘Oates .said hie sealed up. thie’ u
17 citizens would cooperate. We . wéll; ‘with a. slab of concrete =)
_have no desire to stand in the .. and buil¢:a" chlckeneoopover f
- way of scientific research s “. the :alabF b 4}
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. Browkf Ooios, owner of farm where UFO moy- hove :" 0
O crushed believes the story is true. (Stoff Photo by Steve - . fragments of metal. recovered frorn “erash Slfe (Sff-lﬂ Photo
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chucken coop built over site of supposed UFO crash, Nothlng but normol background l'OdIO' g
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§S~;_;},1; enﬂ says & flying obaect craah.
'lif:?‘”ffﬁ;¥ ed and 1ts pilot wes buried, but
B - 'the bureau. gald Wed.nesday
! ' f ;fﬁj~y‘{ -what 1t was hao not been deter, i:,m
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S nglgj Tomny Blann, deuuty &1rect.
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';:.' -1 & “or of the' bureau, 1ppgued a sta.te- :
o Ll L ment denylng several reports . .. L]
. T e e e relating to the bureau‘s 1nveet1- o Ny
h R .'gation of the incident which. ba...

| * ' gan last sunmere - .. 7. :
L "-' " . the atatement also aaid, "A. PR
AT reporter in the srea s hamper- i

ing our gerious regearch as we . ”-'._' ,

.. " have been uneble to dlspel uns"
C o R rounded and, unnecesaary run-. .

R i ors that gerve no: purpoae ‘but

S e "to fan the fire*esr .
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ot . Dh - '

e . . Blann sald a well wes founﬂ.

. Eal . nea.r the site of the pupposed o
S . R erash, contrary to ‘other rqporte‘-'? ;"
o %" “tnat there was no welle Ho 8l@o
. 7 .ss1d metal found at the crash
‘. site by Prank N. Zelley, Corpus
- '-'-'chriéti;’w'hd disappeared after .
" he gave investigetors the metal,
" has been found to be irone
- Blann said bureau persons Lo ey
‘bad  interviewed two of the SR
s = | “throe suppéﬁe-&“e_ye.witneases to S
CEE U T | the incldent, but they eald they
e o o a14 not see it. They were only
et .- 7' told of the happening when the:r i _
T S  mere. small, Blamn salde - - o0
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HEe denied that the *‘pulsating : =

bloba** gighfted 1n Texas and
OXlahome yerds and flelds were '
connected with the creshe "i
Blann elgo denled thet the
bureeu had.obtained & court or-

b

der to exhume the pillots*s bodye
tionly 3f the metel 1p determ-

ined to be not of this earth end

untll the grave 1s located will an

order be s&ught,3' he salde

"He also denied that en injunel

tion was lapued to kaep!bureau

people from digging and eeid

the area was not redloactlves
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"2 Experts Differ
About 1897 UFO

]
1

By The Associated Press

The question of whadi hap-
pened, iIf anything, at Aurora,
Tex., April 19, 1897, .turned
Saturday into disipute‘s be-
tween two Unidentified Flying
Ohjects experts. .

The mass of evidence is on
the side of reports that.some-
thing did strike Judge J. S.
Proctor’s windmill or that:
date and exploded. The re-
ports also say some creature
died in the explosion and was

i buried by the citizens of

!

A

Aurora.

During the weekend, Hayden
Hewes, director of the Interna-
tional UFQ Bureau, Inec., of
Oklahoma City, added fuel to
the dispute. He said there was
nothing to the reports and that
hewspapers were only fanning
the fire to keep it alive.

This was disputed by the
Midwest Unidentified Flying
Network and Bill Case, avia-.
tion writer for the Dallas
Times Herald. who has inves-
tigated the story deeply.

CASE SAID THE TESTS OF
metals found at the site by
Hewes were not the same
samples found by Case and
others which several scientists
have said are at least puz-

ng.

Walter H. Andrus Jr. took
issue with Hewes' statement.
Andrus is executive director of
Midwest Unidentified Flying
Object Network.

Andres told Case, ‘His
(Hewes’) announcement im-
plies investigation of fhe re-
ported crash of 2 UFO . . . 15
closed simply through analysis
of four pieces of metal.

“Nothing could be further
from the truth.

“MUFON investigators and
reports from the Dallas Times
Herald are still vigorous!
working on the investigation.’

ONE POINT OF DISPUTE
is a fused nugget of aluminum
alloy which metallurgists sa
could not be produced on eart
until this century.

The nugget was found be-
neath other mefal fragments
at Aurera. One speculation is
that its depth in the earth
shows that it came from the
reported flying object. Others
say that its composition in-
dicates that it was manufac-
tured well after the crash
date.

Andrus said, “Hf we deter-
mine it is a hoax, we will an-
nounce it candid'ly. And we
will have the evidence to show
why we believe in it. But at
the moement, our findings in-

dicate the possibility it is a

probable MUFON's investiga-
tion is at is most intensive
points.”

THE ORIGINAL 1897
story came frem S. E. Hay-
den, cotton buyer and pari-
time newspaper correspondént
at Aurera, a viliage which has
become a ghost community. It
is between Fort Worth and De-
catur.

Hayden said the craft went
to peces with a tremendous
explosion when it hit the wind-
mill, scaitering parts, over
several acres.

Hayden said the pilot, de-
scribed as a “small man,”
was dismembered.

“However, enough remains
were picked up to deterntine it
was not an inhabitant of this
world,” Hayden wrote. “The
men of the community gath-
ered it up and it was given a
Christian burial in the Aurora
cemetery.”

INVESTIGATORS BE-
lieve they have pinpointed the
grave — a spot marked by a

andhewn stone. Chiseled into
the stone is the outline of a
cigar-shaped object.

There has been some talk of
digging into this grave hut so
far nothing has been done.
Men of the cemefery associa-
tion have guarded the grave-
yard against molestation re-
cently.

At least three old-timers
have been found whoe heard
direct reports from persons
who saw the wreckage.

One is Charlie Stephens whe
said, “My daddy, Jim Ste-
phens, said he was putting the
cows out to pasture on our
tanch about 4 a.m. three miles
south of Aurora when he no-
ticed a clgar-shaped airship
with a white light pass over.

“IT WAS VERY LOW AND
just went straight ahead until
it crashed at a well site on a
high hill on Judge J. §. Proc-
tor's farm. He said there
seemed to be an explosion and
a fire that lit up the sky for
several minutes.

“The next day my father
rode a horse into Aurora o
look at the scene and said it
looked like a mass of torn
metal and burned rubble.”

Mrs. Mary Evans, 91, says
her mother and father would
not let her go with them when
they went to the site.

G. C. Curley, 98, said two
friends went to the reported
crash site and told him -that
sightseers were picking n&em
of metal of a type unknown
then. Curley said his friends
also told of a dismembered

_ *hoax .is more. god, more jm- body,
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By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
The question of what hap-
pened, If anything, at Aurora,
Tex., Aprd 19, 1897, turned
Saturday nte disputes be-
tween two Unidentified Flying
Objecls iUFO) experts.

The mass of evidence js on
the side of reports that some-
thing did strtke Judge J. S.
Proctor’s windnull on that
date and exploded. The re-

ports alsp say some creature
diéd in the explosion and was
butied by the citizens of Au-

L}

Tora.

During the weekend, Hayden
Hewes, director of the Inter-
national UFQ Bureau, Inc,,
of Oklahoma City, added fuel
to the dispute. He said there
was nothing to the 1eports and
that newspapers were only
fanmng the ire to keep 1t
abve, :

This was disputed by the
Midwest Unidentified Flymg
Network and Bul Case, avia-
tion wuter for the Dullas
Times Herald who hag investi-

Experts Fan Flame:

gated the story deeply.

Case said the tests of metals
found at the site by Hewes
were not the same samples
found by Case and others
which several scienhsts have
said are at least puzzling.

Walter H. Andius Jr. took
1ssue with Hewes' stabement.
Andrus 15 execuiive divector
of MUFON (Midwesl Unident-
fied Flying Object Network).

Andrus told Case, “His
(Hewes’) announcement im-
phies mvestigation of the re-

4 Counties

By DANI PRESSWOOD
Reporter-News Staft Writer
Officials in four area coun-

fies are making preparations
for the next step in the crea-

F . »
tion or extension of hospital * not the ﬂght t

districts approved during the
63rd Texas Legislature. »
Legislators passed bills call-
Ing for five new districts and
extension of twe others, New
districts include Hamltn and
Anson in Jones County, De
Leon and Comanche in Coman-
che County and Flsheg County.

BILLS WERE approved to
extend the existing Stamford
Hosmtal Dustrict  in  Jones
County and the district in
Mitchell County.

Of the seven districts, Gov.
Dolph Briscoe has signed the
De Leon and Comanche - dis-
tricts into law, whide the oth-
ers still await signature.

Even if the governor fails 1o
sign the remaining bills, they
will become law automatically
within 20 days after passing
from the Législature to his
desk, - :

Each of "the proposed dis-
tricts must now be approved
by voters in the individual dis-
tricts in local option elections.
Most_of _the_nronncad s

Comanche judge: B

~ election.’

Although the 12-year-old Co-
manche Muncipal Hospital op-
erates at 90-98 per cent capac-/
ity, he said, “no patient has
ever been turned away.”

“This is one of the few hos-
pitals around that is complete-
ly solvent,” Dr. Mims sad.
“It has operated successfully
without one cent of tax mon-
ey

“And it has met all Medi-
care and HEW (Depl. of
Health, * Education and Wel-
fare} requrements.”

Clamnung thai he 15 “neither
for nor against” the proposed
district, Dr  Miums said his
comments reflected the “feel-
Ings of thé people” of Coman-
che County.

LOCAL _OPTION elections
for Comanche and other hosp-
tal districts may be set 95
days after’ tha hille_hanama
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Christian hwial in the Aurora
Cemetery "

Investigators believe they
have pinpointed the grave—a
spot marked by a handhewn
stone. Chiseled into the stone
is .the outline of a cigar-
shaped object.

There has been some talk of
digging into this grave hut so
far nothing has been done.
Men of the cemetery associa-
tion" have guarded the grave-
yard against molestation re-
cently.

At least three old-timers
have been found who heard
direct reports from persons
who saw the wireckage.

One is Charlie Stephens who

gaid, “My daddy, Jim Ste-

—

‘phens, said he was putting the

cows out to pastire on our
ranch about 4 am, three miles
south of Aurora when he mo-
ticed a cigar-shaped airship
with a white light pass over.

“It was very low and just
went straight ahead umtil it
crashed at a well site on a
high hill on Judge J. 5. Proc-
tor's farm. He said there
seemed to be an explosion and
@ fire that lit up the sky for
sevefa] minutes.

“The next day my father

! rode a horse into Aurora to

look at the scene and sajd it
looked like 2 mass of tom
metal and burned rubble.”

Mrs. Mary Evans, 41, says
her mother and father would
not let her go with them when
they went to the site.

“That crash certainly
caused a lot of excitement,”
Mrs. Evans said. ‘Many peo-

) ple were frightened. They

i didn’t know what to expect,
That was years before we had
any regular airplanes or other
kinds of airships.” She said
there was a body, which Ste-
phens did not mention.

G. C. Curley, 98, said two
friends went to the reporied
crash site and todd hun that

sightseers were picking pieces

of metal of a type unknown
then, Curley said his friends
also told of a dismembered
hody.

————
—— ——— e . = =
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1 ru, B.v BILLCASE L '- . By The Asgocmted ess rohable.. MUFON’S inves a-’ e
g O Amm Wetter _ ./ The guestioh ‘of what’ hap- on is atuits, Faost mtensve
Vae TR : Ve ned, if anything. at- Aurora G SE IR
2 ter Two of the naﬂonstopUFO T A ‘*, 'ex., April 9, 1897,° tumedl E QR&IGINAL
) L umhorlﬂes have uiged wesi || - S Saturday into, < dis ute%l be-. stor cam ,from :l'} :
ST dents of Aurora, where an uni- - “tween two Unidentified ying d & cotto:‘\ buyer 'pa?ll- .
e e -.',-- ‘dentified {lying - object ‘report- || . ijects expert;: ' |
Nt VI . gn.edly crashed and killed the pi- ““iy .'The mass o ewdencq 1s Ol'l r At Aurora, a v e whic hag
SR, * Jot“on April 19, 1897, to search , the side ‘of reports that, S"me‘ becomel:"ghosltna ctg)mmum 1t:
: N ..’ their homes, barns and storage \ 'thing did strike Judga ot ]3 belyeen Fort Worth at' De-
p]aces for . historic- ¢lues and : " Proctor’s. »windmill. on: that’i R s
i . ~ date and - exploded. - The -re-’ - ‘H d ; id"th ft t
" souvenjrs of the incident ay eg 52 e cra wen

x :* ports_alse say.some creature
i ¢ “Now that Bcienliﬁc investi- + died in the explosion and was : o picces. wifh :a_tremendous

"buried by the citizens. of

', Aurora.
‘ During the weekend Hayden

'. Hewes, director-of lhe"lntema-

v gauon fiiakes it highly improb-.

. .7 " able that the report-is & hoax'
. % .5 has been reported ‘30 many
ﬁmes we leel the -people of.
-H‘the «area may be able to locate
dr.ﬁ Iﬂfomlauon a.nd p}vslm.l e\d"
wi- wSence igathered: and) kept by
oy dheir  fathers and - “grandfath
3 zers” said 'Dr.. J. Aﬂenﬂ.mek

" tional UFO. Bureau,>Inc., of

. Oklahoma City, added ‘fuel.to
. the dispute. He said there was
- nothing to the reports and that '
- :newspapers were only fanmng
i the fire to keep it alive.i . .

x‘) osion wheu'it hit the wind—
<yl scattering parts1 over

several acres;:
-1+ Hayden said-;the G ilo; de-

-seribed: a5, 3. smiall man,"l
\_vas dlsmembeged .

-" “However, " eno remalns
' were picked up-to termlnelt

“was pot an-inhabitent’ of this-
' world,”” Hayden. wroté. “The .

I'maenof the community® gath-. *

This was “disputedtby the  ered It up and it’was glvena - -
.. Midwest Unidentified’ Flying i: “Chylstian: ur1a1~ |n the Aurora 1
e I'}Ietwork tand {Bnll (i‘.1ase Daﬁla- veemetery.” 1 5 Lg ] ,q;‘
; tion writer for the Dallas °
) INVES‘!‘IGATORS e BE-
-+ Times Herald, who has inves- h eve they have pinpointed. the

,chainnan of the Department of
T o JAstronomy “at Northwestern
TR !Jniversm’ in, Evanston, Il ;-
. :Walter H. Andms, nauonal

R - 3'33351135 MmNO l:M:dwest ' . ugated the story deeply rave — a.spob-marked by a F
, K . F]J"ll'l L f . . — vE,- ]
: f whose iwiﬁ‘;ﬁi; b '.; CA?SE ISMR THE};!‘ESTS ?:F . ]?nd;'ltzwn Sto?ﬁl Chif’eled Pto
. L. ' “metals found at -the sile e--stone ‘is- the: gutline -of<a - *- -
: : have been working 'with Dallas -Hewes were not ;che- sami c1 ar-shaped. object. K

Timea Herald reporters on the - samples found by Casevand-.:  There has been,some talk of
Y
! - others which several scientists - dlggulg into this:grave but so - i
s oA R ““With, so many of the resi- || _ .' have said -are :at. least puz- [ far nt;thuulleg hastdleell dmi:'
‘ dents of the Aurora, Rho ) : ,-':‘-' . Men o cemetery -assoc
-and Newark areas T ome A “Walter H, Andras? 3¢ took. tlon, have guarded, the grave-.» "
N j “and ranche bets of third : “ issue with Hewes' statement, . yard agaulst molestation. re- U
o ,,‘ S Iembers o o .. Andrus is executive director of ", cently.
- ~gnd fourth generation moneer Midwest Unidentiﬁed Flymg ‘At least three old.tjmers
) . families we belleve it is highly . Object Network. e been-found th heard.”
F likely they may ‘still_have evi- .

~ . scientific probe; explained

I'

Andres told Case.. His dlrect reports’ from . persons
{Hewes'} announcement im- who saw the wreckage

4
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.*.of .four pieces of melal = Cows.- out, -0 « pasture, oni, our

A i old . diaries, souvenirs, old ;
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grandfathers. or fathers ot oth- | “MUFON investigators and - }ueed a; cigarshaped ‘alrship -7 o
ers in the family, picked up at |, . reporls from the Dallas Times [with a white light passover.. i ‘;.L.; .

. Mot . Herald are siill vigorously . . ]
. . the -site of- the alleged UFOQ |, e e ’y "‘lT WAS VERY: LOW AND vin
T » cerash, We even suggest they || o ST workmg on the mvesugation uist went straight.shead until - .‘

" ‘-n

- check the family bie for a |l 1 . i i i . ONE POINT OF DISPUTE . It crashed at a well Site on a
Lo notatmn *. he said.. ! v 0N o0 | fis a fused nugget of aluminum . high hiil on Judgé J. §, Pmc- .9
T T sAndrus daid it was re rted ol i [ ’allor which metallurgists say,** tor's farm.* He: 'said_ there " .-
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L Y. MEWSImEN . iy - 412 until this century. .. . a fire that lit up the sky - for
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 metal would be-as'valuable as 1) D +- reported flying object. Others -“metal and burned rubble.” ‘i1
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o . Dr. Hynek and Andrus in s e ' (MUFON) y
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" ‘Alten 1897 Astronaut

£ \AURORA, “Tex. (P, A
_gra\re ina "smail North Texas
cemetery contains the body of .

if necessary to open the
" Director Hayden Hewes of Ok- . ;r- - _
lahoma City said Wednesday Piue—_ . P

“an- 1897 “astronaut’ who. ‘“was.

‘not an -inhabitant “of " this
*world,” ‘according to the In-
N ternatwnal UFO Buréau.

The group, which. mves-

| :tigates.
' iects

umdentl.fied flying ob--
already . has initiated

egal proceedings to exhume-
_the body. ancl w111 go to court .

hody we m er
the same.

or bones that was une

at the well site when we '
checked it with- metal detec-"_

‘tors;” he said.

Hewes sald pieces of metal

“We. hopa by exhuming the
"obtain .somé of .

e of unusual -
- metal from either his clo thm

MIDWEST UFO NETWOR-K :

(MUFON)

crash site aré now being ana .
. lyzed by scientists. ' 5o -
L. “After, - checking the grave-.'. .
- with metal detectors and gath- >
-, ering facts for three months,
" we are,as certain as we can
int he was.the -,

WALTER M. ANDRUS, . JR.
. DHARCTOR :

40 CHRISTOPHER COURT
FUINCY, ILLINOIS 82301
PHOME AC 217 222-8374

. " be at.this
. pilot of .a. UFO which repor- SusmiTTEp BY!

|

f

F

[ 1

“foind ‘near the grave and - i
i

i

. .
tedly exploded atop a well-on -

_ Jud e J. 8. Proctor’s place,
o ‘19, - 1697, Hewes said.
S e was not an 1nhab1tant ot .

this world.” ;
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About 1897 UFO .

By The Associated Press

The question of what hap-
gened, if anything, at Awrora,

ex, April 19, 1897, turned
Saturday into disputes be-
tween two Unidentified Flying
Objects experts.

The mass of evidence is on
the side of reports that some-
thing did strike Judge J. §.
Proctor’s windmill on that!
date and ezploded. The re-
ports also say some creature
died in the explosion and was
burjed by the citizens of
Aurora.

During the weekend, Hayden
Hewes, director of the Interna-
tional UFO Bureau, Inc, of
Oklahoma City, added fuel to
the dispute. He said there was
nothing to the reports and that
newspapers were only fanning
the fire to keep it alive.

This was disputed by the
Midwest Unidentified Flying
Network and Bill Case, avia-
tion writer for the Dallas
Times Herald, who has inves-
tigated the story deeply.

CASE SAID THE TESTS OF
metals found at the sie by'!
Hewes were not the same
samples found by Case and
others which several seientists
have said are at least puz-
zling.

Walter H. Andrus Jr. took
issue with Hewes' statement,
Andrus is executive director of
Midwest Unidentified Flying
Object Network.

Andres told Case, “His
{Hewes') announcement im-
plies investigation of the re-
ported crash of a UFO . . . is
closed simply through analysis
of four pieces of metal.

“Nothing could be further
from the truth,

“MUFON investigators and
reports from the Dallag Times
Herald are still vigorous
working on the investigation.’

ONE POINT OF DISPUTE
is a fused nugget of aluminum
alloy which metallurgisis sa
could not be produced on ear
until this century.

The nugget was found be-
neath other metal fragments
at Aurora. One speculation is
that its depth in the earth
shows that it came from the
reported flying object. Others
say that its composition in-
dicates that 1t was manufac-
tured well after the crash
date.

Andrus said, “If we deter-
mine it is a hoax, we will an-
nounce 1t candidly. And we
will have the evidence to show
why we believe in it, But at
the moment, our findings in-
dicale the possibility it is a
hoax is more and more im-

probable. MUFON’s Investiga-
tion is at its most intensive
points.”

THE ORIGINAL- 1897
story came from S. E. Hay-
den, cotton buyer and  part-
time newspaper correspondent
at Aurora, a village which has
become 2 ghost community. It
is between Fort Worth and De-
catur. . ~

Hayden said the craft went
to pieces with a tremendous
explosion when it hit the wind-
mitl, scattering parta over
several acres, o

Hayden said the pilof, de-
scribed as a "small man,"
was dismembered.

“However, enough remains
were picked up to deterttitne it
was not an inhabitant of this
world,” Hayden wrote. “The
men of the community gath-
ered it up and it was given a
Christian burial In the Aurora
cemetery.”

INVESTIGATORS * BE-
lieve they have pinpointed the

ave — a spot marked by a

andhewn stone, Chiseled into
the stons i the outline of a
clgar-shaped object.

There has been some talk of

digging inte this grave but so
far nothing has been done.
Men of the cemetery associa-
tion have guarded the grave.
yard against molestation re-
cently.
At Jeast three old-timers
have been found who heard
direct reports from persons
who saw the wreckage.

One is Charlie Stephens who
said, "My daddy, "Jim * Ste-
phens, said he was putting the
cows out to pasture on, our
ranch about 4 a m. three miles
south of Aurora when he ne-
ticed a cigar-shaped airship
with a white light pass over.

. “IT WAS VERY LOW AND
iust went straight ahead until
t crashed at a well site on a
high hLill on Judge J. S. Proc-
tor’s farm. He said there
seemed to be an explosion and
a fire that lit up the sky for
several minutes.

“The next day my father
rode a horse into Autora to
look at the scene and said it
looked like a mass of.torn
metal and burned rubble.”

Mrs. Mary Evans, 91, says
her mother and father would
not let her go with them when
theg went to the site.

. C. Curlef, 98, sald two
friends went to the reported
crash sife and told him that

sightseers were picking pieces
o[gh metal of, a type. unﬁnom

" then. Curley sajd his friends

& dismembered
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also told of
body. 1,
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' controversy over the Incident,""
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the residents could setile’ thé;
[..I’,matler once and forall,” ' %

, grandfathers or {athers or olh-

ers-in the family. picked up at
the site of the alleged U‘lj‘q_
crash, We even suggest they
check the family biblé foria‘
notation,” he said. 5
Andrus <aid it was reporﬁ:d
by newsmen in 1897 that fol-
lowing the erash hundreds bof

sightseers carried away hitH
odéd

and pieces of the expl
UFQ as gouvenirs. He estimat-
ed & verilied pilece of UFD
metel would be as valuable as
a moon rock recovered by
Apollo astronauts.

Dr. Hynek plang to inspect
the crash site and cemetery
where the UFQ pilot reported-

-

=" 4.
-

oy joids

ly iz buried about June 15.,

“Tf residents locate pieces o! 6
the metal or references to thelli

incident in family records but
wish to keep their findinga
confidential with no publitity
identifying themselves or thg

families we shall keep the in-
formation in the strictest con
fidence,” he sald. ¢

Dr. Hynek and Andrusiinr

structed the residenlstoreq:‘got'
thely findings in writing

Farl F. Whaiis, Texar ninle
director of astronomy for MU.
FON and an Investigator, at,
515 Falling Leaves Drive, Dum-

canville, Texas, 75116. MUFON
investigations will contact
them. )

“We believe it is highly pos-
sible that area residents have
highly valuable souvenirs -~ of
-this reported crash,” Dr.,Hy-
nek said. “But up until ghis

point it has been difficult to {

realize its significance. K
“We are secking once ®hd

for all to settle the 75-year-old

Andrus said. “Sclentific find-
ings indicate there very hkely
,was a crash Information frorh
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What our

' Brakeman — he never stole a boxl

" ﬁ‘(ﬂm ie ng-l 1y" c ompe t i t io

el ST R

2)4.4.4_5 A ORN (NG NEWI

) By FRANK X. TOLBERT
IN FORT WORTH in 1897 there lived

" a railread man for-the Texas & Pacifc.

named - Joseph E. (Trunhful) Scully,
also widely rermwned as “The Honest

car."”
The Honest Brakeman was I be-
lieve, the central figure in the so-called
“Truthful Secuily Hoax.” :

In April, 1897, railroad telegraphers
from middle states all over the nation

:} sent out reports of sightings of gigantic

before: the Wrigl_u __‘_I;goys got a hepvier

AURORA

Eﬁ\f [ﬂ"&mﬁ‘?

{

than-a;il'- flying machine off the ground.
Itfis my belief that Truthful Scully,

becduse of his reputation of “never tell
ing a lie," was chosen by the prank-
sters to make the first of hundreds of
“sightings” of flying machines. Per- .
haps he was ne longer known as The.
Honest Brakeman after all the excite-
rnent died-down.

MaN.Z'J/w JoNE 1" r¢73

“The Honest Brakeman’
Never Stole a Box Car

versation pieces of the world recently .
because some "“UFQ scientists” have o

-been in the village looking for pieces of
"“strange metal” around the site of
. Judge Proctor’'s old water well and
" searching for the grave of the 187 UFO

pilot alleged to have died in the crash.
When 1 was in Colorado and New
Mexico recently I heard more talk

* _about the Aurera than I did about Wat-
ergate, an I understand the yarn of the -

1897 visitor from another planet rivals
Watergate for space in European peri—
odicals,

. The other Dallas newspaper has
been carrying daily stories on the most
recent Aurora investigations, although
only The Dallas News was on the job
back in 1966 when researchers from the
British Flying Saucer Review came to

aying today

Fig

a

Aurora and decided the whole thing was

Q hoax.

Still, I found during a visit to Aurora
Friday that some of the villagers are
downright offended if you suggest F. E,
Hayden's 1897 news stories were a joke.

~ ANYWAY, THE Aurora cemetery is
worth a visit. Tt is in an inspiring set-
ting on a high hill planted in oid oak
trees and with a view of many miles of
Wise County in the spring.

A nice lady with a posse of children
following her, Mrs. Steve Boyd, was my
guide as she has been forhundreds of
~=——visltogs__to. the ~cemetery. Mrs. Shaw

5

.

e & Mesbats




2k

. ——— b,

‘:‘._ ER. '

e i i e i ;

e e S

T,

i

-
A
R
22

l\.l\

e ﬁmum i
ment t died down.

LAST WEEK 1 visited in what has_
‘become an internationally krown vil-

lage, Aurpra, Wise County. Aurora is -
-ynow famous because of 1973 credence
-1 '] being given to a story which appeared

in April ‘19, 1897, newspapers that

““about 6 o'clock this motning eacly ris-

ers in Aurora were astonished by the
sudden appearance of the airship which
has been sailing through the country...”,

The April 19, 1897 news story report-
ed that the airship collided with “Judge
Proctor’s windmiil tower!” in Aurora
and the flying machine went to picces

in a terrible explosion, scattering mei-
allic debrls over 3 acres, wrecking the
‘windmill and destroying Judge Proc-.
" tor’s flower garden. (In Decatur last

week I did find that & J, . Proctor of
Aurora-.was justice of the peace for

Wise County's precmct L3 Irom 1392 to. -

1902:)
AN AURORA cotton buyer named

:F. E. Hayden, wrote the story that ap-

peared in all the papers, and he said
that the body of the pilot of the 1897 air-
ship was badly disfigured but a promi- .
nent .astronomer and Army Signal
Corps officer, T. J. Weems, happened-

] to be in Aurora and Weems declared -

that the pilot was “not an inhabitant
of this world. The town is full of people
today -who are viewing the wreck and :
gathering specimens of -the strange

- Jmetal from the debris, The pilot's fu-

neral will take place at noon today.,.”

As T reporied-about 5 years ago and .
Iso recently T. J. Weems was actually
e village blacksmith in 1897 Aurora. .

Aurora has become one of the con-
o, has hecomt

-, Cates’ excellent and thorough histery of
-~ Wise County? And why would the local

v

o ¢ -' ,s
followmg her, Mrs “Stove Boyd, Was my
* guide as she has been for hundreds of
- visitors to the cemetery. Mrs. Shaw
showed me the hunk of rock which is
said, by 2 old-timers, to be the marker
for the grave of that pilot who wasn't

“an inhabitant of this world." The

grave is under a big oak, a2 there js a

working colony of honey ‘bees in the [

tree.

“The bees have been upset hy all the i

visitors, but now they seem to be get-
ting used to company,” said Mrs. Shaw.

ON THE grave marker, if such it be,

Is a delta-shaped carving, ‘and inside ) :.’ ;

the triangular pattern there are some

circular- designs. - (I'd read that the]
stone had a “cigar shaped” patiern on }
it, but this is certainly not true.) There -

were some artificial ﬂowers by the
marker.

Mrs Shaw_ has’ relatives who once

"ownéd Judge Proctor's home site and

said they found metal therein when

.they . cleaned. out the old well. Mrs,

Shaw said that one of the strange as-
pects was that 2 old-timers *located”
the pilot’s grave “and yet these old-tim-

ers don't know each other, and hve a

long ways apart. ”

1 WOULD like to believe in F, E.
Haydens news story. Yet I'm wonder-
ing why the crash of this strange aerial
: vehicle wasn't reported in Cliff D.

blacksmith be listed as an astronomer,
and Army officer?

And | wonder it F, E, Hayden and] - °
s old Truthful Scully, The Honest Braked .-’

map, were friends? . . n
- . :' oy T
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f Addt fional
UFO clues
* requested

By BILL CASE
«  Aviation Writer

Two of the nation's top UFQ
authorities have urged resi-
dents of Aurora, where an uni-
‘dentified f{lying object report-
‘edly crashed and killed the pi-
lIot on April 19, 1897, to search
their hornes, "barns and storage
places for historic clues and
souvenirs of the incident.

“Now that scientific investi
gation makes it highly improb-
-ghle that thie report is a hoax
: 85 has been reported so many
times, we feel the people of
s the area may be able to locate
v information and physical evi-
.dence gathered and kept by
. their fathers and grandfath-
ers,” said Dr. J. Allen Hynek,
.wmachairman of the Department of
«- Astronomy at Northwestern
Umver51ty ih Ewvanston, III.

_ Walter H. " Andrus, national
- director +of MUFON (Midwest
Unidentified Flying Object Net-
work) whose investigalors
have been working with Dallas
Times Herald reporters on the
scientific probe, explained:
“With so many of the resi-
dents of the Aurora, Rhome
@and Newark areas and farms
and ranches members of third
If and fourth ‘generation pioneer
families we believe it is highly
I likely they may still have evi-
[ dence of the reported crash
i
L1
L

aE*

4

RESFR .—'u—'d

highly valuable to them.

“We urge them to look for
old diaries, souvenirs, old
. newspapers and especially

[ Syp—
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_The project took three months with most of the books
coming from Glen Cove area residents. i
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BOOK PROJECT—Larry Pile, a 4-year-old Boy Scout,
finishes packing more \‘:an 400 books he has collected
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.t for the Dallas County

Children's Emergency Shelter.

Aurora cemetery ouster

-

Ufologist hit by order

By BILL CASE
Staff Writer

. Weeks after the gravestone
. of a reported UFQ pilot buried
*in Aurora Cemetery was stolen
and his grave robbed, the Au-
rora Cemetery 'Association has
_ordered unidentified flying ob-

ject investigators to stop inves-

.

| 'tigating the gravesite in the

v

|
I
1

cemetery.

The Aurora Cemetery Asso-
ciation also turned down a
proposal for a “secret” exhu-
mation of the reputed pilot's
body although the association’s
board was to oversee the ex-
humation condueted by profes-
sional archaeclogists and fo-
rensic medicine specialists.

The exhumation plan pro-
posed by Midwest Unidentified
Flying Object Network (MU-
FON) was rejected in a letter
«trom Williasm A. Nobles, Deca-
tur attorney, representing the
‘cemetery association.

The exhumation was to have
climazed a four-month investi-
,gaton in which MUFON
sought to prove whether or not
a story filed with Dallas and

Worth Newspapers, Apri

o ;gort
170, 1997 wais tme OoF 4

l

year-old hoax.

Correspondent H. E. Hayden
had writien after the crash
“the airship which had been
seen in the area for three to
four days coliided with a
wooden windmill structure on
the Judge J. 8. Proctor hom-
stead.” -

“The airship exploded and
the pilot was killed,” Hayden
wrote “'His body was dismem-
bered but it was determined
he was not an inhabitant of
this world. He was buried with
Christian rites in Aurora Cem-
etery."”

The investigation which be-
gan in Mid-March this year
drew large crowds of sight-
seers and an influx of vandals
and professsional grave rob-
hers 1o the small cemetery.

Reporters and MUFON in-
vestigalors urged the associa-
tion and Nobles to seek an in-
junction and take other mea-
sures to protect the cemetery
May 24 before serious damage
had beeh done.

“Nothing happened until we
proposed & secret exhumation
from which all newsmen would
be excluded- and then filled in

on the findings later,”” a MU-
FON spokesman said. “‘Their
answer was to say they did
not feel they had the authority
to grant an exhumation and
they had the ohbligation to pro-
tect the cemetery from any
damage.

“They turned down the legit-
jmate exhumation offer alter
the place had been trampled
like a herd of elephants, the
grave marker was stolen and
the grave was robbed by pro-
fessionals who took metal that
investigations had discovered in
the grave with electronic de-
tectors.”

In his lettet protesting van-
dalims, Nobles said the ceme-
tery association's property was
closed for “‘all investigabive
purposes’’ and any Investiga-
tors found in the cemetery
would be charged with crimi-
nal trespass.

The association’s clampdown
on investigators came only six
days before Walter H. Andrus
Jr., executive director of MU-
FON, wus to arvive in Dallas
to brief the news mediaonthe
progress of the long investiga-
ton. =



By OKSANA SENCZYSZAK

An abandoned cemetery In
Aurora, Tex., is the site of one of the
most intensive UFO investigations
ever. An alien spaceman is believed
to have been buried there when his
unidentified flying objectcrashed in

1897}.

Today 76 years late, a group of
UFQ investigators have found what
they say may be pieces of the
demolished aircraft.

The unknown space vehicle
crashed into a rural windmill and
exploded on April 19, 1997—six years
before the first air flight made by
man.

Scientists who studied the metal
fragments from the crash site
revealed that they are an aluminum
alloy “unknown in the U.S. until
about 1910 and not produced on this
earth until early in the 20th
century."”

TAKING PART in the

UFO Bureau, the National
Investigative Committee on Aerial
Phenomena (NICAP) and the

- Midwest UFQ Network (MUFON),
Hayden Hewes, director of the
International UFO Bureau,
explained: “According to reports at

the time, the airship was scattered

over several acres by the explosion

At € W oA Mo ymeghing feba dhoy

1897 UFO Crash Baffles Scientists

investigation are the Intérnational

. frightened. They didn't know whai to

"We were living in Aurora at the
time, but my mother and father
wouldn't let me go with them when
they went up to the crash site at
Judge Proctor’s well,

‘“When they returned home, they
told me how the airship had
exploded. The pilot was torn up and
killed in the crash, The men of the
town who gathered his remains sald
he was a ‘small man’ and buried him
that sarne day in Aurora Cemetery.

“THAT CRASH certainly caused a
1ot of excitement,” added Mrs,
Evans. “*Many people were

expect. That wag years before we

e
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Aurora case

~ Ufologist asks
probe of grave

Continued from Page 1

of the UFOQ pilot has been pin-
pointed through use of a metal
deteclor which remstered the
same decibel readings as those
Jdound at the supposed crash
site,

The Aurora Cemetery Asso.
ciation has refused to allow
exhumation of the grave,
Townspeople have become an-

1

gered over the sightseers at-
tracted to the area by there-
ports. A marker over the sup-
posed grave of the “‘space pi-
lot” also has been stolen and
the graveyard has been de-
scribed as “looking as if a
herd of elephants stampeded

through it.”
Based on evidence collected
thus far and investgative

work done by ulologists and
Times Herald aviation writer
Bill Case, Andrus is close to
being convinced it did.

*No in-depth story of a re-
ported crash site has been
done before now,” he said.
“The work done here by Case
and (MUFON member) Earl
Watls shows there was proba-
bly some sort of crash. Case
himself has made 27 trips, 26
more than some folks have

made wunder similar circum-
i stances.”

Andrus admits the Aurora
Cemetery Association is “'justi-
fiably angry” over what has
happened since the highly-pub-
licized investigations began.
He added a personal appeal
that MUFIN investigators be
allowed to conduct a “strictly
private’” examination of the
graveside in hopes of ending
the investigation.

Further evidence Andrus
considers persuasive is found
in “the thousands of reports
across the United States in
187" of UFO's,

“Texas was literally loaded
down with sightings at that
time,” he said, ‘‘what we call
today a ‘flap.’ meaning a suc-
cession of sightings over a

; s THE DALI4S TIMES HEM{IS?
- METROPOLIAN
e " Andrus asks
. Beae Frl,, July 13, £973, DALLAS TIMES HERALD

exhumation

A well-known investigator

of uniden- ~

tified flying objects has appealed to the
Aurora Cemetery Association 1o allow
exhumation of a grave believed to con-

tain the body of a UFD plot.

}

Walter H. Andrus Jr. of Quincy, IiL.,
executive direcior of the Midwest Un- %
identibed Flying Object Network (MU-:
FON), issued the appeal Wednesday at ’;

a meettng of MUFON
Duncanville.

Ulologists and newsmen
sued

members in -

o

have pur-

the 1nquiry since late March

when a feam of investigators began -

combing the Aurora cemetery for the -

1}

grave of a UFO piot reportedly buriad -,
there after his spaceship collided with
a windmill and exploded in 1897.

The search was prompted by news- .
paper reports of the accident published
i Dallas and Fort Worth on April 20,
1897, which were in turn unearthéd by -
researchers for a UFOQ investigatory .

group in Oklahoma,

In the weeks since the investigation
began, scraps of metal — later de- -

scribed as “highly unusual”
zhing” by researchers who

and “puz- -
examined -

them — have been found at the report-

ed crash sile and submtted

to labora- \

lory tests. Also, a.grave reputedly that _

See UFOLOGIST

brief period of time.”

_scribed cigarshaped or dirigi- |

on Page 4°

e

Andrys noted that people of
that hme “‘thought someone
had developed an airship and
this is what they were seeing.

“But, cal} it 20-20 hindsight,
we know today there was noth-
ing of that type in 1897.

“Were ‘thesg thousands of
people merely seeing hallugi-
nations?” he.asked vhetorical-
ly.

“Poople who say there's
nothing new under the sun are
exactly right. We're seeing the
samte things today (the most
recent ‘flap’ occurred during
the first three days in August,
1965) people saw them.”

One thing has changed, how-
ever, and thgt 1s the shape of
the UFQ’s, said Andrus.

Reports from the 1890's de-

, ble-type aireraft, he said, and
the objects were always seen
singly, Hot in groups.

Today's UFd's are disc
shaped, .often with red or

I green lights. They have been
, Teported singly, in pairs and
in groups as well, and at
speeds varying from “'slow-
moving” (like the craft of the

1890's) to “‘unbelievable.”

! Andrus i}l be in the Dallas
area until Saturday. He plans
. to visit Aurora sometime dur-
ing his stay. He also hopesto
meet and talk with officials of
the community and of the Au-
rora Cemetely Association in

"the hope of resuming on-site

investigations which have been |

halted.
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By JERRI OSBORN
American Staff Writer

Curiosity and a love for
prospecting took Jack Hansen
te Aurora Northeast of Dallas
in Wise County.

He returned to Odessa with a
mysterious metal and a ‘‘wait
and see” attitude about the
legend behind it.

Hansen says he neither
believes nor disbelieves the

legend that says the metal’

pieces are fragments of an
“airship” that crashed in
Avrora in 1897,

The few pieces Hansen found
are kept in a small plastic box,
He plans to keep them unlil
someone determines the exact
composition of the metal.

“It says right here that itis 75
per cent iron,” Hansen says,
pointing out an article in an
astrology newspaper — July's
issue but already well worn
from handling and folding.

“I don't know,” Hansen said
when asked why the metal
wasn't heavy like iron. "“The
scientists don’t understand it
either

Dr. Tom Gray of North Texas
State University ierms the
pieces of metal “‘unusual.”
They are not magnetic as iron
is They are shiny rather than
dult like iron and soft instead of
brittle.

Hansen, a coin cellector,
handles the metal lhike a
precious stone. Unlike a
precious stone, the metal isn’t
pretty or even impressive. It
has striations that look like a
piece of scratched tin adhered
to a piece of rock, but it is not
tock or tin. It is as light as

alnminnem kat it e nat

f

~AT Slte Of UFO"Crash’ -

dug out the corner posts of the
wood mill years ago.

“He said he cleaned out the
well and gave a huge amount of
metal he gound there to the
scrap metal drive during World
War 11" Hansen said. That
means, if 1t turns out there was
a ‘'ship’,”" Hansen said, “‘then
some of our planes had some
alien metal in them."”

The legend says the pilot of
the flying object was blown to
pieces on impact.

ke

Stone,”

There are two graves that are
being considered as the possible
burial site of the remains.

“One is marked with just a
Hansen said. He took
pictures of both sites. “‘The
gtone they had on the other one
was stolen sometime this
sumnmer,” he continued.

UFQ officials wanted to lind
the grave and dig it up earlier
this summer. A court order,
sought By some citizens of
Aurora who feel the whole thing
is a hoax, prevented the UFO
personnel from entering the
cemeterv

e

Odessan Recovers Mystery Mefal

Hansen says a court order is
now being sought by the UFO
bureau to open the graves,

“It would be a simple matter’
cover the graves back up if they
turned out to be wrong,”
Hansen maintains,

But some people are just

“‘stubborr’’  accotding to
Hansen, referring to Aurora
residents that continue to block
the exhumation.

Hansen admits he has taken
Dates’ word for it when it
comes to the fact that the metal
he now possesses is the same as

the metal the UFO people took
with them this summer andithe~
same that Oates threw awa
long ago.

And he says he doesn’t
believe all he's read about the '
metal or the legend or evenis
surrounding it.

He was excited when he found
the metal, though. ‘It was sort
of like finding gold,” he said
comparing his feelings.

No. he won't sell the metal at
any price. Not yet.



Pl LBy BILL CASE

5 ,‘ _ Avlation Writer. .

E.'. s Unidentified Flying ™ Object
5 Ny T (UFO) investigators are turne
ﬁf '. .:.mg 1o the courts in their ef-
24 i forts to get a reported Jegen-
N > dary UFQ pilot's body exhumed -

L from a graye’in an” Aurora,
i 'Tex., cemetery.
«.The pilot . was allegediy
- killed  when his cigar shaped
" UFO collided with a windmiil
.ss‘ ; and exploded early on the
oo omorning  of  April 19, 1897,
" ... Newspaper reporis of that day
" ireported “the bedy was found
" ot 1o be that of an inhabyant
I.of this world, It was buried in
:* Aurora Cemetery.”
2 Mk Qver the 76 years since the
* .- incident was reported in Dal-
-las and Fort Worth papers the
ot story has been hotly debated,

P N

L

CIs.,

"I ~i"of MUFON (Mutual Uidenti-
el lied Flying QObject Networl),

- whose jnvestigators have been
probing the report scientifical-

+" Dallas Times Herald Saturday;
' The testimony of witnesses,
. andysis of melals found at the
- l:scene and other inforrnalion
- gathered in five months of in-

.called a hoax by some ang de- .

# . ly siice last March, told The -

tensive nvestigation lead us to
believe we should open the
"grave to setle the matier once
and for all,” Andrus said. “We
still believe there is substance
to the report.”

. Cemietery  Association, Andrus
sajd a MUFON atlorney {rom

Fort Worth will {ile papers in -

Wise County District Court
asking the court 1o issue an
exhumation o1der.

*No one knows who owns the
burial plot where ihe graveis
cand  dhere is no vecord of its
occupant,”  Andmis  explained.
“Under these ccnduions the
cemotery board could permit
-us o open ihe grave. But they
steadfastly refuse.

L scribed as a. true crash by oth- .

- Walter H. Andrus, direetor

Blocked in its efioris to cx-
hume the mave by the Aarora .

S@@ K

Invesf:gm‘ors turn to courts for exhumai'aon

Awrora 55 miles northwest ot . o

. “They have cven golien oul
4 Coult injunction preventing
UTO investigators Irom exam-
ining the cemetery and grave
site under threat of criminal
trespass.”

If the Travis County Dislrict
Judge also declines Lo issue anr
orde$ to open the grave, An-
drus said, MUFON will take
the fight 10 Austin where a
state agency has tne power o
overrule  Jocal authornjes in
such cases where an cffort is
being made 10 identify the oc-
cupant of a grave.

Smce MUFON began ils -
vestigation the scarch has at-
tracted
in newspapers and on radio
and television, Reporters have
dosconded on  the hamlet of

MUTUAL

international aitention’

U
{

Daijlas from as [ar away as
Rome, Italy; Montreal, Cand-

da; and Los Angeles.. - - . !
In addition to iis planned le-

gal move. MUFON is continu-< ..
ing scientific analysis of metal.” -

samples dug from the carth at
the crash ‘site, Andrus said,

“Analysis thus far indicates . |

most of the interesting saiy- '

ples contain aluminum but cle- "

nienls in the metal have bean :
re-arranged and under spef-

-troanalysis it doesn't show up .- 07

i the same manner as most
known alloys. )

*There are many pualmg as-

pecis to this case, But we be-..

lieve exhuming the body would ., .
conclusive evidence . -
onc way, or another,” he said, . | .

provide

[T ' et mar

. —MBWESF UFO NETWORK

(MUFON)

| QUINCY,

WaLTER H. ANDRUS,
hrECTOR

40 CHAISTOPHER COURT ‘ .

PHONE AC 217 222.8374
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. By Bull Porcerfield
Aurorg

This 15 Wise County, Teaas, just north of
where the Wost bepgins, and here, upon ths
pretty lhittle promontory which divice. the
Grand Prane and tne Western Cross
Timbers, wel here the town of Aurora
once was. I »ay was bec.use it’s gone now,
has been for marte than 7u gears, Oh, there
are still a few people 2round, bat the only
businessiman left 18 Brawley Outes, and Mr
Qutes 15 not exactly sctling the world on
fire. If things conhinue as they have,
Brawley will end lus days in that little Arco
service station, the only gas stop between

“Boyd and Rhome. (Those aren't local

football heroes, but towns just west and
ezst of here, towns that made 1t when
AMora couldn't — 1f you call a few
hundred people coming iopgether and
hangng on for dear hife making 1i.)

But back to Brawiey Oates. The one in
the gas statton, not the two i the
cemetery. You see the family goes back
some. The first Srawley Qates — he was a
lean old painiarch with a long winte beard
— was in this county, and a power to be
rechoned with, as carly as a hundred and
twenty years ago. The point 1s that the
Oateses are a patieni people who don’t run
away when the going gets tough, And tnis
place has had 1it, a number of tumes,
through the years.

BUT NOW THINGS are looking
up, Pcople are starung to pay attention to
Aurora agan, to buy mas from Brawlsy.
And 1's all because of the man from Mars
who 33 bunced 1n the local cemelery, over
there not far from the first two Brawley
Qaleses,

Well, 1 don’t behieve at, bat a lot of
people do, and that’s what ab the juss »
dbout, Whether to Jdus lun up or not

Lhe wood ladws and poaainen of the
Aurora Cemetery A ounadion sy et hun
e i prace, whoover or whatever he as
And they are 50 adumont JLout 1 they've
pone to a lawyer over in Decstur, wnich 1s
the county suat, and n.d paoers drawn up
1o Ury to prevent disturbanee of any bouy
m the cemeiery,

On the other side are some characters
who call themselves UL O exports, and who
wennfy thomeelves o, bew 2 with variou.
undentified flying ob,uct networks They
haven't cotuddly fried disiac cment yet, but
H is obvows they zie ticlunl (0 po ot
Aurora Cemetery wilth pich and showlh
They've been hovering about the graves for
weeks with metal deteclors and other
witchung rods, and they are conpvinced that

Bl Porterfreld 15 a Texus writer who
worxs for KCRA-TV in Dalles

£U70Ta Spaceman

A
.

thus grave — and f not this one then some |

other close by — holds the secrei of the
Man (705 outer spice

The sole authonty for all tius hovenng
and atchuing 1 a2 seven-pdaragraph slory
which cppeared on page five of the Dalles
Mormng News and on page 1our o1 the old
Fort Worth Record 76 years ago The
dateline was Aurora, Wisc County, Texas,
Apnl 17, 1897, and the story went as
1ollows.

“About six o'clock this morning the
ecarly nsers of Aurora were astonshed at
the sudden appearance of the airship which
has been saihng through the country

“It was travel.ng due north, and much
nearer  the earth  than  over  hefore.
Evidently some of the machmery was out
of order, for it was making a speed of only
ten or twelve miles an hour and gradually
getting toward the carth. 1t saled directly
over the public square, and when 1t reached
the north part of town colhided with the
tower of Judge Proctor’s wmdnull and
wenl to preces with a ternble caplosion,
wreening the windmill and water tank and
destroying the judge’s flower garden

“The pilot of the ship 18 supposed to
have been the only one on board, and
while s remawps are badly disfligured,
enough of the onginal has been picked up
to sitow that he was not an nhabiaat of
this world.

“Mr. T, J. Weems, the United States
agnal service officer at this pluce and an
authonty on asironomy, gives It as hus

ZOR
)

opinton that he was a native of the planet
Mars.,

“Papers found on his person — evidently
the record of his travels — are wntten in
some unhnown lieroglyphics, gnd cannot
be deciphercd

“The ship is too badly wrecked to form
any conclusien as (o its construction or
motive power, It was built of an unknown
metal, resembling somewhat 32 mixture of |
aluminum and silver, and it must have
weighed several tons

“The town is full of people to-day who

specimens of the strange metal from the
debris, The pilot’s funeral will take place at’
noon to-morrow.”

‘are viewing the wreck and gathenng

i

THAT WAS THE story, and the ~

man who filed 1t signed his name at the *

bottom, 8. E. Haydon. Haydon, it tuins
out, was an Aurora cotton buyer who on

occasion served as a couniry correspondent |

for the city newspapers From tume 1o time
i the years hence, when local news was
slow and the national scene was depressing,
feature writers have tended to dig up My,
Haydon’s old item and give 1l another run.
It's usually at UFQ time, when, for
whatever reasons — perhaps spring Jand the
runmng sap and the pulling moon ~ there
15 a rash of flying saucer reports and people
begin to ymagine we ar¢ bemng visited by
creatures  from ouier  space. lerry
Flemmons of the Fore Worth
Star-Telegram has probably potten more

Sept. 21, 1973 11
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nuluage gut of the Aurora spaceman than
Jeyone, havint sokl the story 1o a dozen
publicauans sice 1966, and yot Flemmons
1 s never taken the 1ile serously

In fat no sepotter tad untl Bill Case ot
the Datlus fomes Horald came divaag mto
Aurora ong uay o March weaning an
Apollo Thghtjacket and a4 semiscientific
micn Case s an old  dyed-in-the-har
Hearst-UPlL man who came 1o the Tomes
Herald several years aco 10 wind up a long
TEROCIE LAMCer I Y, o, JCT0LPACE alld
medieie This seoadly wes onee al 2
premauit 1n citvrooms waen Uncle Sam
wis funmung Sputiin o raice to the moon,
but now, with NASY down 1n the
dotdrems with Sivon ond lunar junkets a2
bore, reporsters Lhe Bill Case often find
thewr storwes buried back on the hog page

But 2 Hearst man aown 1» not a Hearst
man defeated { Anow 1hat's what Atbert
Payson Terhune used to say about colhe
do2s, but the descripuion tits members of
this particuslar brewd of reporter They can
sinh their teeth into the driest bone and
come up with some »aliva of eacitenent
This must have been 8ili Case’s mood early
this spring when, back 1n hus corner at the
Tuney Hereld, he came across a Iittle 1tem
in a pewsletter put out by the International
Umdenufied Flying Objects Bureau of
Olklahoma City It said somecthing to the

The Texas Observer
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cffect that one Mr. Hayden Hewes, who
was with the IUTOB, was on his way to
Tenas 1o Jieck out a hegend that a pilot
{rom another planet was buned in the
Aurora cetnetery That was bone enough
for Bil Case He drove to Aurora and
began inquirnag around

“We want to investigate this story,” he
would say, *and prove once and for all
whether 1t s 2 hoax or the real thing " Who
did he mean by We? “The Tunes Herald
and MUFON,™ he would reply MUFON 15
the Midwest Umdentified Flymng Object
Network Bill smd he was not only a
science wniter for the Tunes Herald but a
consultant with MUFON as well The
people could beheve 1t He looked very
oftictal  In fact, from a distance one
resident took hum to be either the dog
catchir or the ighway patrol Olive khala
shuzt, khaki trousers, metal-nimmed sun
glasses The oft-white car with a hard hatin
the rear window Upon closer inspection,
Mr Case was obviously with the National
Aeronautics and Space Admimstration.
Wasn’t he weanng the mnsignia on hus
Jacket” Some Awrorans who had scoffed at
the legend bepgan to have second thoughts.
For i orgit wath Case were several other
investigators Hayden Hewes and Tommy
Blann with the Oklahoma outfit, Earl F
Watts of Duncanville, state director of
astronomy for MUFON, and Fred N
helley, whom Casc identified 1n his stories
as a treasure hunter and lost metal detector
out of Corpus Christs Ther tiles were
improssive, but when one saw their cars
parhed around Brawley Oales’ service
station, cars and campers with more surreal
equipment  than a  deputy  shenffs’
convention pamnted by Dals, one could only
echo Edith Brown's reaction. “They're
getting me to where I'm aboul {o believe
them,” she declared. “l didn’t thank they
would ever go to the moon, and they did!"”

THE ATTENTION was focused
around Brawley OQates because Brawley
lives on the place where the awship was
reported to have crashed back in '97, the
old Proctor farm The house 15 up on the
hill just belund the service station, and
back of 1t 1s the well where our science
whniter of old - or science fiction wniter af
vou will - wrote that the aurship came to
earth, a4 palactic Quinote doing battle with
& wilndanil

Of course the wiadiall s gone, and over
the well v oo pump house which Brawley
O.iex has converted into a Jhchen coop
This 35 where the “scienbific” scratching
has been going on, the scarch for some bit
of metal, some piece of proot that old S. E.
Hiydon wasn't a ltar Let’s bisten in on
correspondent Case and Earl Watts as they
explore the landing site of our unearthly
being Watts, o tall, tun man with eyes os
wild as the blue yonder of his jump suit,
holds a metal detector and walks about the
chichen yud, followed by Case and a tlock
of curious hens The metal detector beeps
and whines
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CASE: Right here, Earl, try her nght
here!

WATTS: (Excitedly) I'm over 100
decibels and reading! Comug in strong
here.

CASE. (Pointing at the spot) See, the
same reading as at the grave! Now how
deep are we, Earl, what would you say?

WATTS. Five feet, yes, the same, five
feet, Bill,

CASE: (Grabbing a shovel and putting
his foot into 1) let’s dig {(And he digs,
tuming up earth and cahbche and artifacts
of an old farmyard ) What's this? Look at
that Earl. What would you say that was?

WATTS. (Scienufically) A, uh, a
shotgun shell cap Yes A shotgun shell cap,

CASE: Junkt That’s all we're getting,
just Junk! Qops Here. What's this? (It 1s a
Tusty prece of tin, almost ore again )

WATTS. (Putung down ls detector,
puling out of ks breast pocket a
carbon-tipped stylus, he scratches ghe
surface of the thung, then measures ils
width with a micrometer.) No, this 1s tin.
Too thick and heavy for spaceshlp
construction. '

CASE. (Looking about) Yes, I thmk
you're nght But the evidence certainly
seems to support that there was some kind
of crash, some kind of an explosion,
around here, Look at the desolation.
Nothung much seems to grow. Butit’s only
bald here. The rest of the hul supports life,

THAT, ESSENTIALLY, 15 what
has been gomg on here mm Aurora since
March. Bill Case or one of the grandsons of
Brawley Oates leading the cunous through
a bunch of clucken .. . feathers

Oh, some metal has been found, metal
other than shotgun shell caps, old stove hds
and horse brdle nngs. The other day
Benny Rasberry, Brawliey's L2-year-old
grandson, found a siver half dellar, minted
i New Orleans and dated 1856. And Case
and some of the other UFO experts have
dug up fragments which seem to eacite
them a great deal, enough to qualify them
for front-page treatment in the Times
Herald,

Back i Apnl the :treasure hunter,
Kelley, unearthed 12 pieces of lightweight
metal which he said was unhhe any metal
he bad ever seen. And mght aiter that s
when Case and the UFO men spotied what
they feel s ihe grave of the spaweman,

What led them to i, Case sad, were
directions trom an oldtimer Case reluses to
unmask with an wdentsfication, The other
clue that led them to the grave in question
was the unusual marking on the headstone
No name or anything, not 8. E. Haydon’s
“unknown hieroglyphics,” but the mmage
of a spaceshup carved clearly {at least it was
clear to Case) in the stone Case even sces
port windows in the drawing What | see
{or saw the stone has mnce been stolen) 1s
2 hine of crachs which could be a spaceship
if you wanted 1t to be, but clearly; at Jeast
to me, an if-you-want-ji-io-be thung Case’s



port windowe seem 1o be carcles of fossil in

. the 1och. a4 \
* Whatever. is--on the stone, rthe plot
thiwchened when, Watts' metal detecior was

held over the grave and registered the same .

» readmps as it did over the metal found at
othe well site,
This was enough for Hayden Hewes of
, Ohlahoma 1UFOB fame to tell Case and
the wotld (thanks to the Times Herald and
the wire service), “We are more convineed
than ever that a UFO crashed here and that
*iLthe pdot was killed and burned n thus
: cemetery, Gur  atioracys  are  aircady
j: . checking to Jearn how we mught have the
. body exhumed.” :
.." Hewes, a dramatic fellow in white boots
¥ “{were Flash Gordon's boots white?) then
tookh his metal samples and materiahized
back 1o Oklahoma,
The trustecs of the cemetery, taking Mr.
. Hewes at ns word, cailed out Wise County
' Sheriff Eidon Moyers to stand guard at the
"" cemetery. Then' they retained Decatur
attorney Bill Nobles to fight any attempt
to remove the body,

5 BUT IS THERE 3 body, earthly or
* 'unearthly, bencath that makeshift stone
, which was there on¢ day and gone the
+ next? Cemetery records only show that a
" man named C. A, Carr owned the plot.
- . Carr’s descendants cannot be found, so we
don't know if Cuarr 13 buned there or

“ somewhere else.. Lynn McCrary, a welder,

- is president of the cemetery association,
and he says a lot of people are buned in

%% unmarked or unidentifted graves. During
the 1890’s, peopie around here were dying

«, from spotted fever and yellow fever, and
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,» many  were interred quickly with no
i " record.
t,.-, The sione itself, the one with Case’s
™ gpaceship  carving, had been in  the
 cemetery for at least 49 years, according to
{ H. R. {dell, the town marshal. Where 1t
came from, and where it went the other
day, the marshal doesn't know. It is all
very mystenous, he says, and has been
* since the day bach n 1946 when he
o *¢leancd oit Brawiey Oates’s water well, the
well in cosmic question. The marshal came
+ up with some melted metal which struck
», him as strange, and he says it resembles the
stuff Case'and the UFQ diggers have found.
The icason Brawley Qates wanted the

well cleaned was that he and his fammly.

wanted 1o dnnk from #. It had not been
. used in years, Well, they did drink {rom i,
for 12 years. Then they qust. There was
+ 1 something about it that made them uneasy,
. an accumulation of musfortunes that may
or may rol have had anyting to do wiltk
the well and 1ts water. .
First the youngest daughter, Sarah
Lenore, died at the age of nine months, of
4 sickness the doctor could not pinpoint,
although a polio epidemic was going on at
the time. Then Brawley and hus wife
Bonnie developed arthnis, which n
Erawley's case ook on wmonstrous
proportions when it was complicated by

gouter. Brawlcys hands ahd feet are, so
swollen and misshapen he has to sit o the |,
service station and let his customers wait
on themselves, , . .
The other day, during all this flap about
the spaceman and the well and the grave,
some sightseer who gassed up at Brawley's
pumips wondered aloud if maybe 3t wasn't
radiation that had caused DBrawley’s
medical problems. This 15 an example of °
how the story of the Aurora spaceman has

.

grined momentum. Momentum  and
mutation, Co
Out of a meaningless mosaic of

fragments, Bill Coase has fashioned a
fantastic feature story, which, coming as 1t
has during the dog days of summer and
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' Thls 1s mdccd earth- shakmg news, as .

' long ag you forgct that 1897 was but three \*' -
years removed (rom said cenlury Or as
long as 'you don't want to know the
yidentity of the scientists who intensely
analyzed the metal. Case identifies them
_only as people from onc of the nation's '
leading asrcraft manufacturers, He has to
protect their names, he says, because as he |
puts it, “You know what the government’s | -
attitude toward UFOs js.” . ' a

To lend cven more, credence to this,

posture  of scienufic 'Inquiry, Case
announced in the Fimes-fferald that Dr, ). ¢
Allen Hynck, chairman of Northwestern”,
University’s astronomy department, would 5
take teave of Evanston, [)l.;.and dcscend a

Watergate, has been welcomed by readers ' upon Aurdra “to cvaluate lhc evidence.”

sround the world, as well as by those in

. Dallas and Fort Worth.

The Tumes Herald has rccogruzcd this,’
and has aliowed Cuse wide latitude. Since

March, Case and the spaccman have beenan -

the paper almost every other day, often on
the front page. Each new development
{(and most of them are generated by Case
huuself or his UFQ friends) s reported
with the earnestness of straight news, as if
it 15 indeed a fact that men of science are
taking seriously. '

: CASE HIMSELF jis an old pro,
especially  with  adjecuves.  “Highly
sensitive™ 1§ onc phrase that runs through
his accounts of Watts’ divining. This kind
of emphasis tends to imbue a hundred and
ffty dollar instrument with more savvy
than it has. The same with Case’s reporting
of the laboratory tests on the metal dug
up. §t has not undergone mere
ident:fication, but “intensive analyses.™
When he brings up the treasure hunter,
Case 15 careful to point out that Kelley isa
“scientific” treasure hunter. The airship on
the tombstone was “laboriously carved”
into the rock, .

The other day, on page one of his paper,
Case reported that scientists had analyzed
metal fragments from the well, and that

they had concluded that it was an alloy . and New Zealand, and I haven't’ been able 7

which could not have been produced on
earth unul the 20th Century,

) Seps. 21, 1973

Dr. Hynck was quoted as saying, “We, "
' have been following the scienufic scarch of

1

3

this site and the cemecrery with’ great ' ..

LR

interest. Now looking at this most recent’[”,
‘gvidencadit highly supgests lhe actual crash -+ -
of an aenal object did accur.! '
¢+ *In view of both the identfication of
the metal and the tesumony of some of the
most highly respected members of pioneer ' .,
fapulies in the arca who have given details ™ -
of the reported crash, the hikelihood that .
this is a hoax seems more and mors .-

‘1

"

improbable.” oo v

When [ read this in the Times Herald it
set me back some. Dr, Hynek's reputation , g
is above reproach, Yet | could not help |
noticing that he talkcd the way . Case
wriles.

My fears’ about Dr Hyneks ratlonahly
were laid to rest, The good astronomer did™ '
not show up at Aurora. Case says 1t was-
because Dr. Hynek was sidetracked by ™
" MUFON’s annual symposium in Kansas; "
City, at which he was a speaker. Kt's hard _!

' to say what happened, whether Case was '
accurately quoting Dr. Hynek's interest
and the doctor then cooled and backed |, |
out, or whether Dr. Hynek was merely *.

r{
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1
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courteous to Case and Case mistdok it fora’, -

committment. Shortly thereafter, Dr. v
Hynek left the country for Africa, London

e

to catch ham,
Here Coral Lorenzen enters the picture,

13

ST,

=

) MUFON

T, T

RAEYWM ™ MITNY

Submitted by: . T

Calle Orizab 16

Phone AG 217 2228074 . '-.

MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC. LT

WALTER H. ANDRUS, JR
Diractor

40 Chilatophor Gt o L
Guincy, 11l 62301 U.8.A

150 Rooms, Group Rates Available. Vo

+

1

]
i

L3

i

il

i



5],., _-‘.4 qctrct‘"‘\r .:ml l.o-luundcr .;,f ttu .:-'5 \\'cll M 5 bs.gm ml'h ]Lff \V\.CITIS. There got the county scat am:l counhonse and thc ‘
“wofld: rcnm\,md _;\cn .| »- Phenomena’ dis-nio” record ot 'recaliection that .he was: - Bible Cotlegc, Bndgcport got' the . coal
I Research- A-\q()\llﬂnn £ she and-her fickd -~ oyer a Slgnal Service. of ficer, much less an- mmcs, 'Boyd the Rock? Island Line .and -
v m\“;,rnmg i Texas have Been following “authority on astronomy., Mr." Haydon, it _ Rhome ‘the’ Ft, 'Worth*: -&- Denver., And.
o the second: flight of /the Aurora \p.m-m.m- ~dppedrs, was havmg some -fun’ with. the .. Aurora? Alt Aurora got were the, boll -
! with wised ‘cyebrows. Theit dyebrows are ” -local blacksmith, for.that. was. what T. 1. weevil and a disastrous downtown fire, and
raed out - of  sheptivism, - not wondu LWeems was — the “town's farsier. Weems | two fever epidemics that sent most or its -
Lorenien is. bluiit about it. _? (*w.nlually moved to Rhome, just east of ¢ ' citizenry to the cemetery,.or in flight to
_ . *The people who muke’ up MUEON are - Aurora, where he fan a grocery store urml . other towns. By 1897 u was a ghost of its
_pcoplt. ‘that wé turn “down as;not ht.mg Iu:. death in 1935 at the ageof 82. . .- formerself R -
- 14 qualificd and’ pesponsible: investigators,” -+ Haydon's arlicle seems even more a’ brt Yet ‘Judge . pmct'o; ;idoa fas: because
4 she said., "Thcy ‘are_publicity seehers, and.; Of strictly terrestrial . horseplay when' its  pic family had been there since bcfore the
‘in the case.of. Awrdis we.are gong on the . context is considered. In the. -Morning " Ciyil War, because_he was the justice of the
assumpuon ‘that, ,\\r'utucr rare -metal.is - Aews, the story ran on page five, buried peace, Haydon -hung: around because }usr
ifound -at 131 well hus been planted there. . ”down toward the middle of a page that.. _.c _and -sons, were . in’ the giaveyard,
When  F: read. Mr.. Case’s- stosy; about Dr...i contsined no less than 16 reports from as . yisiime’ of the fever: What sustained xhem,
-Hynek. prepangg 1o go t6-Aurora, { picked . many area “towns-about ‘an airship. being _this .old -Roy; Bean. ahd  his cotton'man-
.-Up the. pllonl,”:llld C.'.Il!t..d Allen and read it- SIthed (Rcmcmber that lhls was six and a- Sldeklck “"e now reahze was a sense of
to him." He was as(omshcd and angry, and . -~ hulf years before the Wright Brothers and . humor. - .- i 'r‘ B ;
said he had either been misundérstood or “ Kitty Hawk.) The teports covered a period . The spaceinan cameqto Aurora and
“misquoted:” ;. Dr. ~Hynek's.. -oftice in -~ Of 1wo days, Apnl 17 and 18, and quote Haydon -and Judge Procfor had some -
.Evanston confirmed that he had no interest ; _many cycwitnesses from a pine-county, - . laughs. ‘Some relicf. Can't you see l.hem
at all.in. going 10, Aurora and that he would . ; Fadius. This ‘'would appear, on the surface, .| cooving it up,” matching: their - version s,
‘be out of “the country for lhe rest of the - "to give some weight at least to' the against thosc from. other villages, and
2. summer. : “possibility . that somcthing out’ of " the + - Haydon riding into the telegraph office in ©
. Case lays all - fhis" fo. .INIOUSY. but one’ . ordinary. was inthe air of lhat long 380 . Rhome to file it with theé city papers?. ,*." -
“senses in him 3 pulhng back, a teadency * Apnk - v " Robbie Reynolds Hanson was a girl of
now 10 soft-pedal the scientific probe and ! - But. it ‘doesn’t feally. Onc has only 10 - 19" 4t (he time, and. she remembers that
-to play around with the possibility that 1t « read the stories 1o realizé that what was in Judge Proctor. ¥an-’ a story, similar to’
“is alt 2n old joke. Hle hos always Jeft himsclf - (he air that Atics was a happy contagion of " Haydon’s but in the judge’s words, in the -
this out; and will, 1 prédict, paint himself cosmic invention that caught the fancy of  Jistle . Jocal - paper ' he pubhshed. 13
rout of thc corper wher¢ (he ‘need for a  every village Julcs Verne, : - . ‘two-sheeter called the Aurora News, ™ .
3 good story has taken, him. Out of it he has". In Stephenville, out in Erath CO““W» C. - “Mr, Haydon called Jeff Weems a Signal -
gotten 2 raise; 2 fat scr.:pebool». of by-lme- L. Mcllhany, a f:‘"“c‘ tatked” to, the _Service officer,” . Hanson said, “but the :
: stories, “and - 2. promotion ‘in MUFON to ' two-man crew.of an “‘aerial monster” that - . only . commissioned man in town_was my '
“state sccuon chamnam o , “Yanded in his pasture. Mr. Mcllhany’s * gaiher, ' J. D. Reynolds, and he was the. -
) 0 s ;' SR ‘_ T - imagination, alas, was not as Jofty as our - constablé. I remember it was around m-y

o e

3

I o ' ' own Mr. Haydon’s. His airmen weré not . birthday that Daddy . was reading Judge °
: T S[;FMS UNCANNY 16 me, or from Mars but from that other weird place, - prociors ‘joke® in the Aurora News and
rmayb-. it’s’canay, that no one has'explored . New York, and they were only testing the . y5,0hing about it, “The judge has gone and .
the character of* the three men who were in '+ -world's flm “aeroplanc, a cigar-shaped - outdone himself this ;,mcl' Thats;ust how '
‘on lhc story from the beginning 76 years - ¢ontraption . powered by Daddy put it. “Course ‘po ‘one . took ‘it
ago. They arc'S. E. lHaydon, the Aurora _ electrically-charged - windmill fans That - geriousty. The Judge and Mr. Haydon were -
' cotton buyer who wrote the original story;” wason Aprit 17.. . known to be men who liked to tease, Why
*". Judge. J..S. Proctor, into whose wmdrmll . The next day,. ‘over in Waxahachie, in . . they - were . always- wnting - satirical lmle .
“the thing’ 'Was- supposed 10 have crashed; E;h:. County, a Judge Love of that city had , essays and such for the paper!” . - ;
and T. J. Weems, whom Hiydon identified - a similar experience, only this time the [ pfo Haydon is not the only native who is-
in 'his_story. as a “United States signal =~ crewmen were long-lost Jews from the Ten ' astomshed and " a .listle put out, that g
‘service " officer " -, . and -authority on . - Tribes of Israel. Since Biblical times they ' ‘anyone would take " thé: legend of the
astronomy.” Weems, you remember, was~ had been living in the North Pole, had . -Aurora- spaceman as*gospel: W isi't- that "
‘the-one WHGdecided that the spacéman: -’ learned ~English from the explorers Sir - p hinn cotton to, the notion that man -
wasaMaman Co T ~Hugh Willoughby and Sir John Franklin, " .. company in. the ‘universe. That would

o : " and were on their way to the Centennial-: b
— . — . be presumptuous. But they are storytellers, -
.14_ S ‘,_ The Texas Observerl 5::3:::1@_ in Navshwlle to show off - Ctheir ™ 14 realize the importance of myth. A

On the stories soared, taking rarefied cock-cyed story ‘has-its. place, as does the -

NBOOkkeeplng & Tax Sel'Vlce : reality of plain talk, and you have to be
. forms, until Dr. E. Eluau of Ennis, Eilis iy
; " County’s foremost metaphysician, declared . careful how you mix them Bolh are too: :

503 WEST ‘5'“"' AUST'” 73701' .in the Morning News that the whole affair y’nportant to be sbused. . o .
'.‘ R {512} 472.6886. was duc 1o hypnotism and bad whiskey: . andTha:-s the lesson’l lcamed in Aurora,

came away - .with a greater
OFFlCE HOUHS 9 AM. TO5PM. .. et el appreciation cof the reality of thoser two
AND.BY APPOINTMENT ANYTIME .' H et oo il T geod - rogues, Judge  Proctor and  Mr.
' ' o ERE IN Wise County, on this Haydon, than I do of the riddie they left ..
L ='i" w ' " ¢aliche hill, the tale of the flying panateita, 'us. The answer doesn’t - lie at Brawley
L SV -as Jerry Flemmons calls it, must have been. .’ Oates’s welihead, or even in the cemetery,
E as refteshing to 5. E. Haydon and j s, .. but with-Proctor and Haydon, wherever -
IDA PRESS Proctor as the promise of rail service had they are. | wish [ could say where they are, -
L -been a few years carlier. Both were men of , but Lean’t. They seem to have disappeared,
L 901 w 24lh St Austin
Muitl copy service,
Ca!l 477.3641

some substance, at least in character and : $0 - have. lost themselves, perhaps on .
lesdership, They had staked their future on  PUTPoss,. perhaps the better 10 grin and -
_“Aurora, had scen it boon and then, within * bear us: our- mlcrminable and mlﬂldmg
a decade, wither before their eyes. Decatur “science.” : '
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iMore sthan” 6: yearsbefore the
Wright’ Brothers: made . their .historic
flightintroducing “ithe. -alrplane . at .. ;
Kitty.Hawk'in‘Décember 1903, a-mys- ... .
terious i dirship!, crashed- at Auroa,

o
'

vsed a lot

: : certainly ca
of “excitement,”: said, Mary: Evans, a .
B1-year-old, woman'who says she re- .
members the, crash:of: the-“'airship™. "
on- that’ night -6f -April. 19,1878, “A
lotof, péopie -were. frightened: Since
it was ;i yedrs before. we -had-any " .-
‘regular : airplanes: o \any other kind .-
"r-of -airships,, people-didn't ‘know what :
Cotosexpect, i adf Lot
.. Recently scientists and UFO inves-

N\ tigators. armed with -metal detectors -

'gaye.‘:!h_e'c.l;ash;si_te"_ja thoratigh going .’
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,.»1 '}r »«aover and came up wrth some \rery, ,3

_\
L]

'_ ?i"u‘ ‘unusual pieces of metal. Laboratorres 4 o T
. 7 testing' the metal . said it>was “'puz-y” bt
-4 & 'gling” in that the recovered metalwas i ,,f;
S82(4275% iron and 25% zinc .with ‘a’ few )
é‘. J‘ other trace elements -present, but*'.* 1y
x %-that-the metal exhibitéd abso!utelym ot
AL no magnetic properties the way iron.. - ‘ &3
ﬁgg normaliy wouid. it is also shiny and ; b :‘;:
AP malleable instead of dull and brittle _ bz
;‘*ésé ‘fike iron should be,”-said Dr: .Tom ', Lo o
Vi /Gray, .a physics professor “at North;; LA
Eﬁggﬂ:*Texas ‘University, one -ofthe " scign- s, 0
& K j tists testing the metal.” Samples are 3,;“*» o8
257" - being given a spectroscopic test'and O
250 the information run through a cornpu- L 5 2%
LRt er bank of all known metals: ;.. j. e
£z Fin ' vAccording- to a': radio, report ,the‘f -'z""f J_,'z,‘_
E’?ﬁ%ﬁ »erash of the"“airship” happened dur:’, =‘:‘5"a? . D
o #ying’a'time Wwhen there were’ -s0me ; %Q gam G e e e i i ST M
%gf: w2 500 UFQs (Unidenlrfled‘ Flylng Ob- LR bt EL T LR ® - - ftf‘;'{,é-'}
£tz Hjects). reported over a, 14-day penod.\ “This! old well-house, cenﬂy mrned mro ‘a chrcken coop, is. fhe srre of - R fi
;;\f’ ,; Mrs, Mary Evan's stalements about. ’ u.e 1897~ uro cfas RRIE 1 'F N, R S e ‘\ ooy _jr-*r-’j{.'f
S . Ihe crash “substantiated an-April 20.‘.?‘\ ;wu;‘ T §.1‘ - SRR N S A
£ %0 1807, report by H: E..Hayden, an-, ferent ' laboratories ‘a .to ‘oné" of -ifinal check by runﬂlﬂg "a " detector ) b
;f‘vn Aurora: newspaperman,...who said:... Amencas largest ‘giréraft’ manufac-~ over the grave site, The hand-made . =~ ¢ "
‘E: ,.»"The -remains- of the pilot" were ! turers sofors” - complete’r examination - * tombstone with the crude: outline of . - |f: .
j* ,;’? qalhered together. It was determined :.and.. |dentrt|cauon,'_'. said a MUFON “a UFO on it' had been :stolen in . .. kA
;3? “he’ was not- an mhabrtant ‘ot “this™ spekesman “The' metaI‘ has been’ de-. June, andr apparently the robbers ) T,
L4r .world and he was given-a Christian.." scribed’as very ‘light,in_weight. and™ probeddown through the hote'left ; :". f
P 'bunell in the_Aurora Cémetery.”., .* - amazmgly did not ; corrode _over’ lhe - by, the stolen tombstone, They must - :
5’;"\?}; i+ Over the years Hayden's slory was years.qAnother report slated that one have used’ long, "slender, “pointéd, . ... r1='
! jwe\f debunked and branded as a hoax by .sample. ‘of,, the."metél ; was ~"ag. thin " * saw-t6othed metal _probes."and'-ac-’ - |

T:thé’ public as well as ‘the press”':'- 1 Xerd papenend S0 slrong POW=; cornplrshed the robbery«m*a “thor-t

TITY
A
‘T' ‘,.*t

gﬁ,.r.{w ‘I was only about, 15; at’the time;” ~ erful snrps‘«farled "to., cut it in lwd. -soughly professronal manner.” - After’ R G -
5%+ “¢ontinued Mrs. Evans.’ “‘My, rnolher Vi An ".additional report,sard .1hat -the -the robbery Watts said he" could not - 8 R
4 wl., -and father: wouldn't let,'me- go wrth well beneath the wrndmrll into which- longer- get - any readings wrth hIS"' PR A

.
n&'—"‘-rd.

}«m them-when.they went up, to the crash the UFO crashed had’ been “cleaned - ‘'metal detector. © - -

\“P : an"e at Judge Proctor's well. <", - < % out’™ in’ 1945, -and, samples of the ', Prior detector readmgs establrshed y

4 a:r'“ 4 ‘When they. returned ~home they‘ “metal ‘recovered: zat that;trme ;"that the - grave encompasses only it
N “told me: how - the airship .had , ex-\" + An’Okiahoma’ man ‘wantéd 10" ex-: about a 32-inch diameter circle inthe » "y

__ma:n ‘of the prlol but. rocky soil, and the grave, ‘Stone” was -

AUCER CRA! H—bl’l‘]‘
\ METAL D!

‘apparenﬂy hroughr,eome type of a: centered on top of thrs~ R ’..
g order -was, ;'unable»to‘dd - The robbery. came at‘a time when "
*'13, sald: he -,‘was a 'srnall man" -andi g0, In the’ meantime, ' grave robbers: MUFON:. people were tiying.to make -
/7 2 - buried."him. that same “'day-;in -the ¢-have broken iinto ,the grave’, of the " arrangements for a private exhuma--

B ! ‘Aurora Cemetery.” « "7 ufri‘,‘_’?.‘f'prlol and stolenumetal “bliried: Twith 5 tion.of the pilot's body., Now presu-

' fa\ ,"Newspaper reports ot the crash’ at; hrm.-\ It also 'eppeared ‘according to, mably there is nothing td exhume’.

ik .. the.time said the “arrshrp colhded ya report filed. by Bill Case, awatnon - “‘Thrs jcase is most rmpoﬂant ‘be- ]
.Jﬁ_,,wrlh - the “windmill over ‘Judge Proc-!" writer . for the'Dalias” Times’ Herald, cause rt is the only reported, crash - -: Tl Ty
RS tors ‘well and the explosron 'blasted*’*that the robbers stole ;Ssmall skeletai wof a UFO in- which the pilot’'s body .
{‘é"ﬁhprecee -of metal over several. acres. tragmenle <Of - the’ ‘body* as well “asy was . recovered" sard the’ -official. «

olodecl The' pllot was: torn up_and :hume - lhet

AT “e .-

. r——\
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<, T Using | metal detectors. MUFON'} buriéd! clothrngv:ﬂd RS e -"“Our 6ne goal has aiways beén'to i L:
R~ (Midwest Unidentified” Flyrng .Object :l""MUFIQNs Earl. Walts;reported the” prove or Jdisprove Hayden's story was Vet
N '.?. Network) “investigators: say- they. lo-:: gravet‘,robbem. afteri makrng L’“one, ‘or ‘was ot 2 hoax.” :. i e,
gor o cated. a romote grave's m the country‘ ey - ' 4% PEORK o ey
g ccamatery uero thy teceived e “THE GRAVE SITEr OF’THE EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL: BEING . % 5 - S
B ‘decible” readings.as they ‘di fpnt PRt
g;lrorn thé sample bf mgetel Dr, %ra R‘WAS PINPOINTED THROUGH METAL DETECTOR READ'NGS 2 e r'i\
o haing. e e i Y BUT-GRAVE /ROBBERS STRIPPED  THE SITE BEFORE ~ ©. -
o " [T ”_,t v R
f lerent types of unusual melal to dlf-, |NVES"GATORS°COU|.D EXHUME THE BODY lEGA“.Y "" . . -«‘E

) 3}_“‘* S ""' Do .‘J"" "'EN 78 "‘*' FARA \ . “treasure. 17 [ l:¥
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(Th:s is the continuation of Hayden C. Hewes’ mvestlga-
tion into reports that a flying saucer had crashed in Texas in
April, 1897.) —

Lou Farish, who spent a great deal of time researchmg‘

the reports of the flying saucer crash, feels it was all a hoax
perpetrated by S.E.- Hayden, the local writer-cotton
buyer.

Farish wrote one letter to us, offering his opinions. “I'm
not committed to the hoax explanation but everything has
seenied to point in that direction,” he wrote.

In another letter, Farish related to the author that the
reason for the hoax was that Hayden hoped *‘to cash in
on publicity from the.genuine airship sightings in many parts

of Texas at this time, Aurora was i danger of being bypassed .

by the railroad, and he was hoping the publicity wouid cause
the railroad company to change its mind."”

In June, 1972, Daniel Garcia of the International UFO
Bureau wrote lo the Texas State on Aurora,. Library and
obtained historical information on Aurora,

The report stated: ““During these ‘boom days’ of Newark

{(a neighboring town), Aurora, the best Wise County town
at that time, began a demise, There were three very good
reasons for this. The roadbed for a railroad to be known
as the ‘Dillas-Albuguerque’ was surveyed through their dis.
trict. Construction was slow, due to the fact that there was
ne power equipment, only ‘team power’, and hand power
with pick and shovel, The horse-drawn scoop did the excava.
tion work.

*“The ‘Dallas-Albuquerque’ never reached completion,
Some old-timers attributed the failure to a fund depletion.
This was a set-back to Aurera. The second reverse to progress
came on & windy day when the entire western business section
. was destroyed by fire. On the heels of this tragedy, a greater
catastrophe occurred in the form of the ‘spotted fever
. epidemic® that caused a virtual stampede of the populace
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" S.E. Hayden, who 16st his wife and two of his four '

sons in the spotted fever epidemic has been described as
an _egotist, a man who wanted to be important. If there
is a clue 1o a hoax in Hiyden’'s story, it is m the signal

service officer’s identification. T.J. Weems actually was Jeff-

Weems, Aurora's biacksmith.

Bureau Public Relations Director Dan Garcia then wrote
to Jerry Flemmons of the Fort Worth Star Telegram, who
had written an article about the incident. Garcia requested
any information that might have not been included in the
original article. Flemmons replied by saying. “For the first
and last time, no, absolutely not. No space ships. No Martians,
You have my word that if Aurora was indeed the site of an
actual Martian-driven space ship disaster, Holiday Inn would
have one of its motels on the site, billboards would point
the way, and you and everybody would be paying $2 a head
just to look and purchase plastic replicas of the space ship,

.or plastic ash trays with pictures of Martians on them.”’

The search for the Aurora Astronaut by officials of the
International UFO Bureau, in an effort to determine if the
legend is true or not, have resulted in the following conclusions.

It is the opinion of the Bureau that the entire story is
not a hoax; that in fact something was observed. But no evi-
dence has been presented to establish the indentification of
what the object was or what grave the ‘alien’ is buried in,
if there was an occupant.

One thing remains; Brawley Oates is a true believer in

- the story. Qates says he first moved to the farm in 1945,

and didn’t hear anything about the UFO incident unil #n
article came out in a newspaper about it 12 years ago. ““At
the time, I didn’t think anything about it,”* he said. *I didn’t
think there was any such things as flying saucers. But 1 sure
do now.”

One thing that welghs heavily with QOates is that doctors
have told him bhis arthritis may be the result of radiation

poisoning.
When QOates took possession of the place, he cleaned the
partly-filled well and used it for drinking water for 12 years.

Qates thinks the water in the well may have been radioactive, .
. His gnarfed, grotesquely deformed hands baffled doctors -

_ who, he said, have never seen anything like 1t,

Geiger counters used by the Bureau failed o detect any-
thing but normal background radation.

The controversy in the Aurora ncident continues but at*
this point in time, it is only the unexplainable legend of
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(Thisisthe continuation of
igation into reports
Texas in April, 1897.)

. Several fragments of

analysis was conducted

by Dr. Tom
Professor at North Texas

tifically. It's mostly iron,” referring to o
fragments he was testing, “about.25
it's not magnetic. Now that wouldn’t

know what it is.” Gray said.
Samples were submitted 1o one of

of all known

said, “Fragments of metal believed (o be
which reportedly exploded at a welj site in A

Herald.

“This is an aluminum alloy of a type
possibly have been made
as 1920, explained the scientists of one
leading aircrafy manufacturers.

for many years,®
corroded they have lost a) ol‘th::ir
said.

Following the announcement of the
astronomy department ang one of the

wuthorities on UFOs. was notified of the i
the metal. Dr, Hynek told The Times

both the identification of the metal and the testimony of some
*of the most highly respected members of pioneer families in

the area who have given details of the crash, the likelihood
that this is a hoay seems more and more imprebable,*
headquartered in
reopened the Aurory file following
further investigation of the incident by Tommy Blann,
the summer of 1972,

The Tnternationai

UFO Bureay.
Oklahoma City, Okla..

deputy director, during

Av-Witer Tells 995 —
| All Aboat Wiystery Crash

The story of a mysterious crash Fhat d?mtci}llils}é?gaﬁ
windlass and killed the “pilot” of an cxtra_tirlnlﬁgra Te;'as,
1 shaped flying object on April 19 ]_897, at & Fliéht was
e ceades heforev:r!};; bsg(l %?I'!r:gc(?\fse lgallz{s Tim%s

¥ ras told by Williar 3 ase, ] S
Iqlnerila;:lt:'vi‘;tison edito}r, for Fort Worth chapter of Ninety

----- ¥,

Hayden C.Hewes o thors Me-
that a tlying saucer had crashed in the annual Wright Bro

the ‘unknown metar ] ; { Cross
submitted to several universities for analysis. The firs{ by Tony Page, publisher o

State University. His report " d instructor
stated, “Frankly, 'm puzzled. it's very interesting scien~; humorist and groun

were stainless steel, but it's not stainless steel. 1 don’t
arreraft manufaciurers. A spokesman said in a preliminary”
duays passed untii the analysis wis released, =

I a story on the finaj Feport, the Dalias Times Herald N

19, 1897, have ot been preduced on earth until early
the 20th century,” scientists have reporied to The Timés™s

prior to 1908, 1910, or even as late

magnetism,” the scientists .

analysis, Dr, J, <
Allen Hynek. chairman of Northwestern Unriversity

nation's leading

PTPURa Nines.
... iy eiy was principal speaker for
i i ter on

21 morial Dinner of the chap
~"| Dec. 16 at Colonial Country Club

were inFort Warth, He was introduced

+

] ¢ News,
Gray, a physics Co.?;l:? D.e.}vackson. raconteur,

ne of four metgy' V“ith American Airlines Academy

Percent zing, byt, ©f Flight, was master of cere-
r

monies for Lhe dinner, and MI:S.
AlHall Jr. of Arlington was cha!r-
man. -Lorraine Waddell is chair.
man of the Fort Worth group of
inety-Nines. )
1Y NSl;gt{ighting a UFQ sighting tl‘xal
b1 pas refused to die despite the pals-
sage of almost 77 years and effars
Zx of townspeople to play down thg
metals.” . Severy| - mysterious crash that thrcatcm;
“i o disrupt their privacy, Case lokd
the story of his own r(‘S(::!I‘(‘h and
efforts to interview survivors and

be unusual if ltf

RN

pieces of a UFO &,
urora,Tex., April E
in"7

could not -

L

which

of the nation sIr

were so

dentification of
*In view of

descendants of sur\'ivors‘of lt‘m
crash. The pilot, deseribed in
various ways as non-hgman or
non-carthly, was buried in Auro-
ra, and continues to be the target
of seientilic researchers, although
all evidence of metal has been
removed from inside Lthe grave,
presumahbly by metal-recovery
devices, and exhumation orders
have been refused. )
The legend is a matter of lively
curiosity to UFQ researchers.
Despite the mountains of notes
and clippings on the Aurora inci
dent he has amass?d. Case ob-
viously will go on trying lo get the
instde story, both of Lhe crash and
of that lonely grave in an Aurora
cemetery.
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 { W F, THE.LITTLE MAN from outep/space Badt appreciate it if people would Just let-it drop. I

died: when his cigar-shaped spifceship plowed. Wwasn't: ‘here _at .the timé, .but *I'vewgot, some: -

idge J.S.. Proctor's zgjn w on April 19, COmmon sense and I know, none of, those Stories .

his would « be; like'"any —oiher  rural 9"91' j{?ed JERIRE g I S T L

: ty left to wither when‘the rajlroad went o

e ewhere )ust after the turn. of the century

v . L AT v sdent for Dallas and Fort Worth newspapers,:who *

. ln fact that's exactly what - most “of; its 7 wrote the newspaper‘stOnes solemnly-describing ’

{ residents would like it.to remain -—"a- quiet - the.crash that aliegedly dlsmembered the pilot’;

,farming and ranching community of 273 persons, and’ destroyed the judge’s: window,' watermg
.a dot on the more intricate state, maps;.an- trough'and flower gardenvr* Pl ( tECIPLRN
*obscure community 45 miles northwest of Dallas ° » ., R ST ‘.

' 'in a county wherﬁ the biggest town has 3750 “‘However,” Hayden reported, ] enough‘ re-

.res1dents and the higgest event js the annual
e g f - IRy T =

exasperanon of many of » 'I'he Now SOCIQ'y‘ u AN
hak become a* shrine to copta{F - Y
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'Aurora was saved from. anonytmty“'by one

H
e
H

1

[ I ,!.* i M N

.',‘ 1
. ]
iy, toa

‘of periodtc at empts to dig up the remains of o
what is reputed to be the only being from outer ni
1 ‘space said to be buried on earth. "

i', H.R. Idell, the town’s matshal and attendant
* i:at Bonnie Oates’s Arco station, right in front of
'the bluff where the little man supposedly fell 1o
:earth, says he’'s not sure if the story is true but his
 wife’s grandmother used to say she heard the

‘crash.

. [

u

“Me I'd like to see what s down in there,” he
says.

i

- +

Such remarks are enough to send many
residents into fits of- profound depression. :
Members of the local cemetery association have
_spent evenings camped out at the site to prevent -

. the body from’ being exhumed. The association
#has been threatened with suits and subjected to -
Hverbal abuse. And- members are unanimous in- f-”e‘U"'ff# RN
saying theré was 'no spaceman, there was no O P
i-spaceship. Judge Proctor didn’t even have a _He' mode a dulimer and pluyed it for me'one
. window, they say, and there’s only a ludicrous summer - evening—the yair :smelling of - lawn,
, hoax kept alive in UFQ, newsletters and newspa- . ,pmklmg with fireflies) And il said te myself,
\per Teports. “*Why om | Instemng to this owful musuc?'

Ak LR P . f
i

“It s not true,” sa:d one member. who asked

fu e

L] .
.

+

"~

:r,

nnoi

! “ S E.:Hayden;:a local ¢otton-buyer, and_correspon- . ~'

mains were plcked upto determlne it was not an o

—gr*”

R St
. inhabitant ;6f this wor]d “The' hen’ % ‘f’
+ community- gathéred it -up, and it ‘was giveéna -
Chrtstian burial in the Aurora cemetery:;’ ".s; 4 o
e Except ‘for"an. Oklahoma City researcher* of
-sunidentified flying. objects ‘who' =contended *that
. ‘he had. proof. the story-was’ trueuproponents of
‘exhumation say they'are not sure*the maii-from
“outer space is buried in the’ cemetery herea;g\ng
they say there was'a, nauonwide JUFO ‘eraze. in .
“JApril :1897, "marked 'by* dozens” of .,obviously
" 'spuricus sightjngs. But - this ' is “the, only,;place
“where a being is supposed to be’buried and
efforts-should be made to tind ‘out if it’s"tfue,

‘they say.: RN .:t»rr"‘n )

‘vJa.—m aa
.‘ .
R Th aven p-.-g‘

- ¢ A .?;'

v We exhume bodles on muchaless.-cogent '
legal and scientific grounds than ‘this,” said-Ray
Stanford, director of Project Starlight Interna-
tional in Austin. ¢'lIf it's not a human body, l.hen
we have the first remains of an extratérrestrial
being. I it is, then we can once and for all sagUts
a bunch of baloney

L m (J'

The littie man’s grave marker.-was: st3lén
several years‘ago, and there’is now some dispute
about exactly 'where the grave is and much doubt
about what eould remain in jt.—<* - —"“

Of "the two living residents who were §
children in 1897, one is all but deaf and-the other
is hospitalized 'with a heart condition. Neither §
has ¢laimed to have witnessed the crash.. Pl

,4
- Ly L .p at
. And as. the years EO by, the debate- over.the .
1Aurora spaceman gets increasingly obscure, the §
facts all_but unobtainable, and the whole thing
becomes an exercise in réading’ headstones 1hit §
have long since been weathered smooth " iba

bt mLA
RS

Chances are a deﬁnitive answer to the riddle
of theAurora spaceman is about as- Ilkelymas:a
suitable explanation’ to the question posed injtije
epitaph of Nellie Burris, dead at 18 monlhs sdnd
buried in the same cemetery e

“As I was so soon done » it\reads “I don't -}
know why } was begun.”, _°

Neéw York Temed
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‘ gathered u

Pecgplclin this small 10wn h
aboul thedalien ereatare for-yEars.

Now investigators from

1897 -~

unmarked grave,

And mysterious events
ave occurred at the
paceman ‘s grave.

“‘Many people are |

By-MME JAMES~
' THERE is a spacemfnibtf?ﬁed ?n
eteryaﬂgrurora, Texas, UFO.e peits]

an they have startling proof h
t.oma‘ms the remains of a spacéman and ple
spaceship that crashed lnto‘

I:y; investigators say s
méi ihber the crash and have

om elderly resrdenls ré-
ﬁmcd the g cej;na S
Erdgments of molien met e heen 19 und at tHe

¥xact spot where the sfaceship Slepn\ully'landed

Ve heen el

fhé%vl ubat UG ne#wopl\
al

h unmarlu grave

earby lltopy Apnj

‘eonvineed  that  the

Auror Crash is 4 houx,!
But ‘wie've investigated
the site 29 times and we're
not “'Convinced.”” said

Walter Andrus. er- 4

natienal®director of the

Mutbai UFO Newwork. ®

(Mufon). an international
organization which
investigates UFOs

“The former town
marshal, H.R. ldell. told
us where the grave was
and another clderty:
resident of a rest h@me

. also described it.

- Crash

When the crash sup-
posedly occurred. B2
years ago. the local news-
paper in .this tiny town
just north of Dallas noted,
that although the body in
the cigar-shaped ship was
badly dismembered

“engugh  remiaing were
picked up to determine it
was not an inhabitant of
this world. "% -7 -,

+The pédple iof “Aurora
p}theﬁ'nemams
andgave thein a Chrﬂsuan
burial witthe TravEvard.
g “Theré's only-oné spot

théie the 6id Folks say
the g \%%%;.J’Andrus
wWid TG L But
sutcand caphe afohs and

LOOTED... gcaveyard
where “spac man” is
‘ buried. _

LANDING SITE

stole the graye marker.-

“After thatl, someone
else ran x three-inch pipe
down into the grave and
looted w‘halw.er was 1n
there.

xha

T

. g thei,mﬁt

AURORA, TEXAS

I. -

" 'WeTKROw there was
somermetsl Jown there.
ut whalever it w§s
was takan.”

“The most_cgncrele
evidence w0 far,” h‘éﬁeon- .
tinuedres¥is  {ewinetyl
fi ragmeﬂi?«vesfound at tie
crash site,, = .‘f

Prniuxlonal meta)-
lurgists hive analyzed ilte
metal amﬁtuund 1 to be a
unique ataminum  alloy
unlike an} lhilag _walla%

an

N
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Huni for spaceman’s body goes.or

By TOM TIEDE - admit the hoax' is founded on.a _shaped object. Aurora residents say
.+ " AURORA. ‘Texas (NEA) — vague fact, records’ indicate that - § the marker was not really hand- -
o “There's almost nothing to do n this .something of: this sort may mdecd i -‘made. and that theinscription close-

t\ north Texas farm community. The, have happencd hete. - -, £ ty resembled the scrape of a plow.
r\ nearest city 15 Dallas.’ 45 miles.lo:. ' - The vear was 1897; hnd though the . _The residents concede the crash
Q\ i the East. and ‘the.nearest beach is :first flight of the Wright brothers of- 1897 probably- occurred. But
\ on the Gulf Coast. down -towards = was still eight years away. people -} that's as much credence'as they il

Mezxico. The only.business in town is ~ acToss America were s:ghlmg pro- ,
a service stanon -— and it's not open  pelled objects in the sky. For exam-
J-c. \much anvrnore .+ . - ple, several Texans rcported seeing
P{ Yet.each s ﬁ,immer when Amen- a cigar-shaped vehicle, lighter- 1han
K cans are:louched by Marm,\ wealher L air, “crmsmg:low over_cowboy coup- !
5_ «waridetlus; -hundreds.” of - fourists ~* V. -Fndw & o Gh k- Roid i
K motorInto A:rrora They bring their .~ . No one n.Aurora paid attention (0
-stin glasses; heie carneras and their.. - the . sighting reports. This was a
0 -walking shorts. -and .they stay, for a: ™" busthng region at the time, growrng
] few hours, o, a few;days. prowling = .Wwith the nation, and there was Jittle-..
I+ - trodds and observing:natives-as if it:  pause for nonsense. Then. on'April9 5

- were. Tampico i e on, L% of (hat.year. reportedly at 6 am.. a .
-' Thev -aren't’ lookmg for ;a: gmd -UFQ allegedly slipped from’ the:

- allow the story of the dead space-
man. They believe the town was hit
by a meteorite: and Weems and
_ Hayden embellished the moment.

- they -say-Hayden was-a-+rvell-known,
writer of gat;rlcal Setion.t: 4 “lin &
_This.local- opmion was:bulwarkéd,

- a” féw: years.:ago by Il <Alired --

Krause, a Texas researcher-he dug ,

-at the crash.site and found .nothing -

. more extraterresirial tham:a 1932

"license plate: As for the spaceman $1

, grave. aUs “officially’” occupied by.

~ “time: “however, -1 - . - xheavens and exploded n:the rnirldle - an itinerant nameéd-Carr who died of 3
. ﬁ, ~"Theyrare. 'lookil'lg for the: man -of town. ¥ - ° - -~ yellow fever - -
[from outer:space: 2% i e » - The record of the ‘occasion ‘was . True believers havei thelr own’

eV = =The tourists-in, Aurora are UFO comphed by a Dallas newspaper
", I watchers. They believe this wnde-' correspondent named F.E. Hayden,  BF
rq - spot in the road-is a:shrine to théir < He:apparently got most.of his in-
- =l -convictions: Many -vears ago. they - formation . from Aurora. resident .
-l-ﬁ. say:a great'space ship fell from the . T.J. Weems, The latier told the
“"sky andicrashed here: the pilot of ~ forier that the'crash was observed
T 7 theseraft was supposed to have been.  and  verified by rmrnemus earlv

“side of it: of éourse. For one.thing, :
-some visitors have reporied finding &’
“‘0dd metals™ at the crash.site. One_
piece of metal was aluminom, and)

< the oddity is that it was said to be!
Ajng;‘ buried 'too ‘deeply to be-of modern
P origin.. Mnmmum was' not’ in comu P

. kilied and then buried for the ages in  risers in the community. . N UFO watcheu conuder Aurora | mon use i 1897. egy !
, " this place, © . Hayden wrote that the UFOwasa * a shrine to- their conviclions. Additionalty. the spac?eman theo ""
"\ "t The.touriststhen: come to find " . space craft, and smashed into prop-  According to.published reports rv is supported by the only man in.b..
" .the body:.or what's left of it. They  erty belonging to J.§. Proctor..a . at the time. a°spaceship alleged- . Aurora who personally remembers |
. search the reported crash site; on a  judge. He quotéd Weems .as'saying ly crashéd in the middlc of town . the crash Charles Stevepd-was just i
kill behind the gas station. and they  the explosion litup the morning sky,  April 6...1897. Reportediy, a” " 37°child then, but he says his father ..
study the grave markers at Auro-  and left-debris over three acses’ -  body found in the debriz was saw something fail into Judge Proc- .
ra's small-cemetery. If evenabitof  Weems added there was a tody buried in.-this cemetery. © . . tor'sproperty. and, he adds. *“There r*‘
bone can-be found. they say. it will:~ among the debrls, and it was “nol, "¢ ., " ... "' might have been two or three [y
change- the .coufse. of human‘ . of this world.” ™% the community gathered it up. and «-.pacernen 1 don't know: - ";h..
thought. - “The body was thought to bedhe it was'given a Chnstian burial in the . ° No aone knows. And 1t 5 unlikelv
A bit of bone? Most locals snicker  ship's plot. Tt was identified. as  Aurora cemetery.” - that anyone ever will."The space-. L
up their: sleeves at the visitors. The  .being dressed in a blye uniform.nol . . The grave as said to have been . man's gravestone was stolen years }:
opinion among townstolk is that the - uniike a sailor suit Weems.told .. gsmall i0,-have--been distinguished ago. and the grave itself.-has been[
story of the dead spaceman is a . Hayden the corpse was .badly with a hand-made stone which was . erroded and’ lost. Rést in. peace. £
hoax. At the same time. residents mangled but. happily. “"The men of ~ inscribed with drawmg of a cygar- whoever vou are L. 3
' e am e -.::‘;,I-o—‘—w : B . . - - - ..4 - — FLTIT O = Wt
. T .
oL '.;f'ﬁ“;" ce
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“Tourists hunt spaceman s:body

AURORA, Texas —
There's almost nothing to
do in this north Texas farm
community. The nearest
. city i8 Dallas, 46 milés to
the East, and the nearest
beach is on the Gulf Coast,
; - down towards Mexico. The
+ only business in town is a
gervice station — and it's
! , ot open much anymore,
<" Yet each summer, when
« Americans are touched by
' warm weather wanderlust,
: hundreds of tourists motor
' into Aurora. They bring
: their sun glasses, their cam-
+ eras and their walking
.- "shorts, and they stay for a
few hours, or a few days,
prowhng roads and observ-
{ ing natives as if it were
: Tampico.
} They aren’t looking for a
- good time, however,
§ They are looking for the
% man from outer space.
t The tourists in Aurora
are UFQ watchers. They
! believe this wide spot in the

! “ ByTomTiede
!

victions. A spaceship re-
portedly slipped from the

road is a shrine to their con-—- - ¥ TOMB-OF-

\heavens and exploded in
the middle of town.
; Many years ago, they
' say, a great space ship fell
}from the sky and crashed
here; the pilot of the craft
rwas supposed to have been
killed and then buried for
the ages in this place.
The tourists, then, come
to find the body, or what'’s
left of it. They search the
reported crash site, on a hill
behind the gas station, and
they study the grave mark-
ers at Aurora’s small ceme-
tery. If even a bit of bone
| can be found, they say, it
f will change the course of
human thought,
| Abit of bone? Most locals
snicker up their sleeves at
the visitors. The opinion
ameng townsfolk is that the
| story of the dead spaceman
i ia a hoax. At the same time,
| residents admit the hoax is
! founded on a vague fact; re-
" cords indicate that some-
{ thing of this sort may in-
deed have happened here,
The year was 1897, And

thohghatha first fig
anhtg‘%“:{b :
eight years away,

- 1-—\-‘.»-.-.5__1 ' J
- o

-

VISITOR'FROM SPACE?
«.search goes on

across America were sight-
ihg.propelled objects in the
sky. For example, several
Texans reported seeing a ci-
gar-shaped vehicle, lighter
than air, cruising low over
cowboy country.

No one in Aurora paid at-
tention to the sighting re-
ports. This was a bustling
region at the time, growing
with the nation, and there
was little pause for non-
sense. Then, on April 9 of
that year, reportedly at 6
a.m., a UFO allegedly
slipped from the heavens
and exploded in the middle
of town.

The record of the occa-
sion was compiled by a Dal-
las newspaper correspond-
ent named F.E. Hayden. He
apparently got most of his
information from Aurora
resident T.J. Weems, The
latter told the former that
the crash was observed and
verified by numerous early
risers in the community.

Hayden wrote that the
UFO was a space craft, and
smashed into property be-
long'mg to J S. Proctor, a

- oras

saying the explosion lit up’
the morning sky, and left
debris over three . acres.
Weems added there was a
body among the debris, and
it was “not...of this world.”

The body was thought to
be the ship’s pilot, It was id-
entified as being dressed in
a blue uniform, not unlike a
sailor suit. Weems told
Hayden the corpse was bad-
ly mangled, but, happily,
“The men of the communi-
ty gathered it up, and it was
given a Christian burial in
the Aurora cemetery.”

The grave is said to have
been small and round. It is
also said to have been dis-
tinguished with a hand-
made stone which was in-
scribed with a drawing of a
cigar-shaped object. Aurora
residents say the marker
was not really handmade,
and that the inscription
closely resembled the
scrape of a plow.

The residents concede

occured, But that's as much
credence as they'll allow the
story of the dead spaceman.
They believe the town was
hit by a meteorite, and

. Weems and Hayden embel-

lished the mdment; they
say Bayden was a weli-
known writer of satirical fic-
tion.

This locul opinion was
bulwarked a few years ago
by Dr. Alfred Krause, a
Texas researcher; he dug at
the crash gite and found

nothing more extraterres-
trial than a 1932 license
plate. As for the spaceman’s
grave, it’s “officially’ occu-
pied by an itinerant named
Carr who died of yellow fe-
Ver.

True believers have their

_the crash of 1897 probably

own side of it, of course, For'

one thing, some visitors
have reported finding “odd
metals” at the crash site.
One piece of meta) was alu-
minum, and the ocldlty is
that it was said to be buried
too deeply to be of modern
origin. Aluminum was not
in common use in 1897.
Addltlonally, the space-
man theory is supported by
the only man in Aurora who

personally rem mbers the
&--‘"‘"" “
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. ,ifi n mys "terlo'
“cras

1
o4 0% j, o
By TOM MURRAY

ea

The remams of an mcrednlﬁe space creature — reportedl ¥ kllled in the crash of hlS

i= !

PR

“'strange space fcraft == is believed to be buried in an old Texas ceinetery.. ”

R The bizarre story made headlines in several respected newspapers shortly after dozens of
- eitizens of Aurota, Tex. (pop.'197) reported seeing the mysterious craft crash. into a windmill on
' Aprll l? 1897. Amldsl the mang]ed wreckage of hls craft which was said o be made of an unknown

<« 0

“+»_metal, the Inghtened villagers
“found the remams of the crea-
ture. :

- burial ‘and hoped the matter
., would be quietly forgotten It
wash' i v

of UF‘O believers have flocked
{ the creature from outer space.
UFO- organizations have bit-

body — :f it is still there. But so

cemetery. ¥

wave of UFQ sightings,

For .Jjo~ days strange air-
ships, as the newspapers cailed
them, buzzed the U.S. from
the Great Lakes to the Gulf of
. Mexica, { b

People. who' saw the mys-
terious craft regarded Lthem as
flying ships — airplanes were
not fo he mwnted ror another
six -years: . ;7L

. Here's how the Dallas Morn-
i mg News reported the Aurota

lnculent at the time:- - -
§ “‘Aurora,” Wise' Co:, Tex.,
April- 17— About § o’clock this
‘morning, the early risers of Au-
rora were astonished at the sud-

which has.’ been ¢
the county YRS -

AVRORA, TX. .

||Il|IIIIIIIIIII|I|[lIIlﬂ||I|IIIII|[IIIllliIliIIIIIllllIII[II!IllIIIIIIIIIIl'llIIIIllIlI!IIIIIIIIiIIIItlIIIIltIIiIII|IIIIIIIIIIIItIII!IIII

UFOs -~ what are they? Do they come from a for-off cive
“ilixation in space? Are theylsome bizarre freak of nature? In
the next few weeks, The NEWS will investigate some of the
strangest UFO stones -_— obduchons, cfose encounters and,
this week, the eerié mystery of the corpse buried in o Texus

) I||u|||m|||Iﬂ|||u|||ll||||m||||uu|u b
KN ’I‘hey gave him- a Chrlstlan-_' .-

~ In the years since thousands

terly fought the local authorities
for permission to exhume the’

. The incident happened at the ..
height of an unprecedented I;‘

den appearance of the airship |

' -,,';t'ﬁf

graveyard just before the tirn of the century.

to Aurora looking for the body of

{ar the  courts have .barred in- >~
vestigalors from dlggmg up the -

IIlllIIlllllliilllllllliIlIIIIIHIIIUIIIIIIIHIIIII!!IIIIIIIIIIII#!IIIIIHIIHIIIH]

A man who uw !he UFO over,Weutherford Tex., drew this sketch
of the “airship"” that looked to him.like o prehistoric bird, .

collided with the tower of J udge
Proctor's windmill and.went to

{ pieces with a terrilic explosion,.

scallering debri§ over several
acres of ground, wrecking the
windmill-and water tank and
destroymg the Judges Ilo“er
garden, .toer - L

== *The pilot of the ship i sup-
posed 1o have been the only one

.| on board; and whilé the remains:

are badly disfigured, enough of

‘the ongmal has béen picked up

to show that hé-was not an in-
habltant of. Lthi§ world . #Z¥: it
P_apers found on_his person
= gy dently the record:.of his|
are;writlen jo_somd:

was removed to stop people
from trying to dig up the body.
Some have maintained the
Aurora crash was only a hoax,
But' believers have been "bol.
stered by Lhe fact that hundreds
of "various and soher citizens™
reported seeing flying objeets
surge. through , the sk:es- that
A pril;
The Dallas: \Iornmg. \Iews
whlch tried to be. skepucal
commented; ST et
.| “Ghost hunters, quall eatérs *
and high " divers :and- high
j:mpers have been’ relvgatcd to
the rear and the biggesl man in’
{(hETCOUDIEV:d0da Y, iS LIes

SRS -.'7- K
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x Fmol restmg place for on olien from outer space? Mony experts
{ o belueve it is_buried in tlm old Aurora, Tex., cemeterr.

~Witness saw 'huge black monster

¢ Stunned eyewitnesses offeredgraphicdescrip-
tions of the incredible Aurora Incident. :Some

1 likened the airship (o a bird, Others said it looked

like a cigar. One said it was a “huge black
monster,” ~ -

. Among the eyeujtness accountsinthe April I8,
1897, issue of the Dallas Morning News were these:
"1 LA “gentleman and lady, whose reputation for
truthi‘ulness cannot he assailed.” spotted a hrnght

o light crossing the sky near Denton, Tex. -

=+ “The ‘man, who was not ldentilied, told the
paper. .

"._ %F at first thought it was a meteor, but upon
oloser examination, discovered thatic was movmg
slowly in a southeasterly direction, -

“ At this stow rate of speed, the ship continued

a jump, started off at a terrific rate and disap-
peared in the southeast,” -~ ‘
. Hedescribed the ohject asbeing clgar-shaped
about 50 feet long with a'“long beak or blade
‘resembllng a cutwater on a ship.”

: He added; At the point where the beak | joined

!he maiu hody, a powerlul search light threw its

its s course for a few minutes, and then, with almost

ficight ot an unprecedaciltea
wave of UFO sightings. , =754

'For .10 days, ~§trange " air-
ships, as the newspapers calléd
I them, buzzed the U.S. from
the Great Lakes o the Gqu of
Menico, ; . i -‘9%';; Lo

-People ivho saw the mys-
lerious craft regarded them as
flying ships — airplanes were
not to be invented for another
six years., ¥ % Teor

“Here's how the Dallas Morn-
mg News reported the Aurora
Incident at the time: _° ,

“&urora, Wise' Co,, Tex.,
April 17 — About 6 o'clock this
nterning, the early risers of Au-
rora were astonished at the sud-
den appearance of the airship
which has been sailing through
the country,

“It-was travelmg*due north,
and much nearer the eafth lhan
ever before, Evidently some of
the machinery was out of order
for it was making a speed of
only ten or twelve miles an hour
and gradually settling toward
the earth, -

“It sailed dn‘ect]y over the
publi¢ 'square and, when it
reached the north part o[ town,

-~

rays far into the night ahead. A row of windows
along the side gave out smaller lights the source of
which must have been stored electricity, as there
was no smoke, nor was there even a sign of a
smoke-stack.” -
~Lawyer J. Spence Bounds, of Hillsboro Hill,
Tex., reported he was driving home from visiting a
client when “I was astonished by a brilliant flash
from an electric secarch light which passed directly
overmy buggy T'was alniost frlghtened todeath by
it, . EYI .
"My horse'was also frightened and came near
oV erlurning ‘the buggy. He snorted, reared and
plunged madiy. My hair stood stra.ight up.
““Fortunately the light rested on us scarce!&a

second, but glided along over the fields and
country until it was suddenly turned upward to-
ward the heavens. .

« **Then I beleld, about 1,000 feet above me, a
huge black monster from which a light emanated.

~“4Tt was in a shape something like a cigar, The
search light was presently shut off and a humber of
incandescent lights flashed around the lower edge

fegtee .“2;-

1
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A man who iaw the UFO over Weathedo:d Tex., drew rlm -lutch T

of the “airship” thot looked to ham Iake 9 Prehistoric bird, ;|

collided v-ith the tou er of Judge
Proctor’s windmill and went to
pieces with a terrific explosion,
scattéring debris over several
acres of ground, wrecking the
windmil- and water tank and
destroymg the judges Ilower
gargden, L% LT f'
<~ “Fhe pilot af the shlp is sup-
posed to have been the only one
on board, and while the remains
are badly disfigured, enough of
the original has been picked up
ie show that he was not an in-
habitant of-this world.

*“Papers found on his person
— evidently the rccord of his
travels - are written in some
unknown _ hieroglyphics,”
can not be deciphered. The ship
was too badly wrecked to form
any conclusionp as to its con-
struction or motive power, It
was built of an unknown metal,
resembling somewhat a mix-
ture of aluminum and silver and
it must have we:ghed several
tons,

“The town is full of peOple to-
day who are viewing the wreck
and gathering specimens of the
strange metal from the debgis.

“The pilot’s funeral will take
place at noon fomerrow.”

Many years later, an old-tim-
er, G.C, Curley, told a reporter
how friends had seen the airship
and the dead pilot. ’

“They said t was dilficult to
describe the pilot. They saw
only a torn-up body. 1 don't

1

pilot’s body .1,

Most storles say, however,
that the body was buried in the
Auraora cemetery.

In 1973, The Internatlonal
UFQ Bureau tried to get a court
order- to exhume the space
creature’s body which they be-
lieved was in a grave in an ob-
scure corner of the cemetery.

But local cemetery associa-
tion “leaders successfully re-
sisted. .~ 47 Yand

of the body of the vessel or whatever it was,"”>—
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"and

know “what happened to the |

Later & marker on th( s

WEEKLY WORLD NLWS )
pected gpace creatur ave October 16, 1979 — = « -} ~ .o
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WasTemoved 10 .stop people
from frying to dig up the body.

“Some have maintained the
Aurora crash was only a hoax.
But believers have been bhol-
stered by the fact that hundreds
of “various and sober citizens™
reported seeing Tlying objcets’
surge through the qkreq that
Aprnil,

The Dallas l\lornmg News,
which iried to be skepllcal
commented: -

“Ghost hunters, quuil eaters
and high divers and high
jumpers have been relegated to
the rear and the biggest man in
the country today 1s the pilol of
the airship,
aertal plunger, seen .in the
heavens for the past ten days
from the Lakes to the Gulf of
Mexico,"”

The mysters of lhe failen
spaceman persists to this day —
with a new lwist. Did the dead
prlot’s comrades come to visit
s grave?

In 19%7, Mrs Florence v,
who lived on a farm neav Auros
ra, twice saw awships settle in
her nearby pasture.

They didn't stay long — only
minules — but perhups it was
long enough for avisit to the last
resting place of a lgved one,

Next week:
Is this the
- face of a
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i county, just

~- - -Q—and_destroying_the_judge’s.flower_gar-- . Case was.the_first newsman tofalk.,. .

R E lgw KA, TX

By DENNIS STACY

The tiny North Texas farm-
ing community of Aurera sits
astride Highway 114, in Wise
above Fort
Worth.

At the edge of town, ringed with a low
wrought iron fence and dotted by an oc-
caswonal oak tree, is the city cemetery.

More than 8@ years ago, say the slo-
ries, someone of something, not of this
earth, was laid to final rest there. A
crude tombstone which ‘once marked
the spot has since been siolen, but the
questions and controversy remain.

What really lies buried below?

Students of history and hoax have
been trying to answer thal question,
withoul notable success, since the turn
of the century.

The answer could stand the scientific
world on its embarrassed ear and re-
write the history of aviation on this
planet. It could just as easily reaffirm
one’s faith in human gullibility.

Back in '97

Just before sunsise, on April 17, 1897,

' C.C. “Charlie” Stevens and his father

wete putting their cattle out to feed

" The two men looked up in time to see a
ll:ugg. cigar-shaped airship sail over-
| head.

Bearing a brilliant white searchlight,
the airship was making straight for the
town of Aurora. Young Stevens remem-
bered watching the object sink lower
and Jower in the still dark sky.

Suddenly, it crashed and exploded on
the gh hill torping Judge J. 8. Proc-
tor's farm. A blazing ball of fire mush-
roomed up through the darkness, light-
ing up the landscape for miles around.

The following day Stevens' father
rode inte town, but by the time he ar-
rived at the crash site, all that remained
of the airship was “a mass of torn metal
and burned_rubble.”: Stevens never said

APRIL _
1897 _ -

- TEXAS
STRANGE

' Fbm-th of
a series

Two of the reports ended with
crashes, but neither quite rivailed the
unque flair of the Aurora incident with
its dramalic_dismemberment and bur-

Troubles first began when a team of

investigators composed of Case and

members of the Mutual UFO Network
(103 Oldtowne Road, Seguin, Texas)
tried to verify the buried metal deposits

As a consequence of the on-going pub-
licity, someone had stolen the ancient
headmarker showing the airship. To
complicate matters further, the metal
detector now failed to register.

“Someone with some very sophistt-
cated equipment apparently came
along, located the metal in the grave,
and extracted it,” Case said “It would
be interesting to know who,” he added.

Digup-body

anything about seeing a body in the
wreckage.

The newspapers heard about it
though. A few days later the old Fort
Worth Regisler carried the following
story: T

_“At 6 o'clock this morning, the early
risers of Aurora were astonished at the
sudden appearance of the airship, which
has been-sailing throughout thé country.-

“It sailed directly over the public
square, and when it reached the north
rttof town collided with the lower of
udge Proctor's windmill and went {o
pieces with a terrific explosion, scatter-
Ing debris over several acres of ground,
wrecking the windmill and water tank,

den.”

Now camé the blockbuster: “The pilét
of the ship is supposed to have been the
only bgrétje am?md while Iu.;s t‘l;lemajns
are Y enough of the orig-
inal has been picked up to show that he
was not an mhabitant of this world.”

Remains buried

According 10 later accounts, the pi-
lot's remtains were hurriedly buried in
the Aurgra cemetery.

A headmarker, bearing the outline of
the strange contraption which had
crashed inlo the judge’s windmill, was
rudely chiseled out and put in place.

Pholggraphs were taken of it still in

- place as recently as 1973.

By itself, the story of the Aurora aw
shill::l crash would have probably merited
an honorable niche in the Dubious Jour-
nalism RHall of Farne.

*But oddly enough, reports of a gigan-

tic, dirigible-ike contrivance sailing
through the skies of the mid and south-
western United States were rampant in
the spring of 1897,

The awrship was seen over MNbnois,
Ohio, Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas,
Texas, and as far wesl as Californiz at a
time when the Wright Brothers were
slill building bicyeles. )

Detatls differed. In general, the air-
ship was described as more than 100
feet fong and capable of speeds in ex-
cess of 60 mph. Eyewitnesses said it
carried a blindtng white bght in its bow.

Others spoke of red and green running
lights seen along the side of the ship,
and of a huge pair of wings, “like those
of a butterfly.” )

Where the airship came from or
where it went, no one knew, although
theones abounded. One newspaper at-
tributed it to Thomas Edison, since he
had invented everythung else.

ial.

Yet kow factual were the old newspa-
per reports? In 1972, people began try-
ing to find out in earnest. -

UFO probers

First on the scene at Aurora were in-
vestigators from the International UFQ
Bureau, out of Oklahorna.

"Then Bill Case, aviation writer for the
Dallas Times Herald, got wind of the
story.

Case visited the cemetery and the al-
leged crash site 2% lumes, searching out
oldtimers, taking wterviews and rum-
ning a metal detector aver the ground.

with Charlie. Stevens, now nearmg hs
nineties. In eafly 1973, he published a se-
ries of articles revealing his investiga-
tions.

The same year he took a team of re-
porters and photographers oh a tour of
the once tranqui! cemetery. Electronic
readings taken over the grave itself in-
dicated the presence of at least three
metal fragments buried below.

At the time, Frank Kelley, a profes-

sional treasure hunter from Corpus
Christi, was going over the erash site
with a similar device.

Several fragments were recovered
and later subjected to chemical analy-
sis. According to scientisis at McDon.
nell ‘Douglas laboratories, the metal
pieces showed evidence of an unusual
crystatline structure which they calied
“curjous.” ’

Case later described the fragments as
a type of metal “which could not have
been produced on earth unbl early in
the 20th century. .

Question

The question was, of course, how long
had the fragments been in the groun
before their discovery? Some of the
pteces were found embedded in the nat-
ural limestone, lending credence to the
theory of an airship crash and exploston.
Stll, the evidence was inconclusive;

the fragments could have found them-

selves there at a much later date by
what ever means.
" With the metallurgical leads at a dead
end, attention naturally returned to the
avesite itself, What about the metal
own there?

Indeed, what aboult whatever else was
down there? Shouldn't there be pieces of,
bone, a suit,-or something equally con-
clusive? .

As investigalors soon discovered,
however, putting 2 body in the ground
was much easier than getting 1t out
again.

. trora  Cemetery Associalion,

In July of 1973, MUFON director Walt
Andrus Jr. inspecled the Aurora ceme-
fery and requested permission to ex-
hurne the hody.

“Let’s put this thing to bed once and
for ali, because either it happened or it
didn't,” Andrus said.

“Someone’s already Temoved (hé
headmarker, someone else has driven a
three-inch pipe in the ground and taken
out any metal down there, so let's dig up
what left and find out whether this is a
hoax or not.”

But; Aurora’s eity fathers thought
there had been enough imﬁlr;mptu -
ging already. As the town historian told
Andrus:“Nows wait-a*minute™ ~

- The Oklahoma investigators said iv
was that grave over there, you're saying
ft was this one. Wha! f somebody comes
along in 10 years and says, no, it’s that
one over there and we have tg dig up the
whole area agan®”

“He had me stumped,” Andrus ad-
mitted. “How do you answer a question
like that?” :

As a last resort, Andrus sent regis-
tered letters to the members of the Au-
again
seeking permission to exhume the
body or whatever was buried below.

“All we got back was a notice from
their attorney saying if we tried it, we
would be cited for trespassing,” An-
drus remembers.

Injunctibn

For good measure, the association
sought an injunction through the of-
fices of Decatur atlormney Bill Nobles,
“to resist any attempt to disturb the
Aurora Cemetery grounds by any third
Panies seeking to wnvestigate the al-
eged airship crash in 1897

And there the matter stands — or
lies — today. To averrule the associa-
tion's vete would require an act of the
Texas legislature, a situation Andrus
and other UFO investigators don't
readily foresee, mawmly as a conse-
quence of the time and money that
wotld be invelved in such a procedure.

What really happened on that fara-
way spring morning in 1897?

No one knows for sure, bul the final
answer, protected by law and the
sands of time, lies somewhere beneath
the surface of the Aurora cemetery.

THURSDAY in The Express-News:
Strange livestock mutilations
{C) 1980 Texas Strange
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Texas UFO Crash
In 18977

r—t— e — S

Did acigar-shaped unidentified fly-
ing object really crash near Aurora,

Texas on April 19, 1897? Some peo-

ple believe whole story was a fabri-
cation by S.E. Hayden, a local cotton
buyer;, while others are reasonably
sure the tragic accident realiy oc-
curred.

Sightings of strange airships were
reported in the newspapers all across
the United States during the spring of
1897. The Aurora case was just an-
other UFQ sighting; but with an un-
usual twist. Itresulted in the allegation
that an object crashed and left debris

as proof of the event.

The flight path of the UFO cammed it

over sparcely settled farmland as the
farmers were out doing their chores.

Farmer Jim Stephens told how the
nose of the object hit the windlass
over the water well on the farm of
Judge Proctor causing a chain reac-
tion explosion. The flash and fire was
sible for more than three miles.

Mary Evans, about 15 years old at
the-time-said-herparentsovent-to.the
crash site and told her how the airship
had exploded and that the pilot was
torn up and killed in the crash. He was
a small man and was buried later that
day in the local cemetery.

Investigators of the Mutual UFQ
Network were able to track down the
witnesses and piece together the se-
quence of events and the actual loca-
tion of the crash. Using sensitive met-
al detectors they found pieces of met-

A

al that could be sublected to laboratory
analysis.

Metal analysis conducted in several
laboratories across the country reveal
“—ed the'material to bestrange indéed By~ -
using an electron dispersion x-ray anal-
yzer it was determined that the material
was ultra-pure aluminum. No trace ele-
ments usually left by the reiining pro-
cess could be found. Photomicrographs
of the sample showed large grainsin the
sample indicating it had_truly under-
gone a heating and cooling cycle. The
anlaysis showed.how the material was
constructed, the nature of its cryslalllne
structure, and unusual purity. Al this is
consistent with the allegation that a
UFO exploded spewing debrs in all
directions, impacting wuth a tremendous
force,

Investigators were able to locate a
crude marker in the local cemetery at a
location supplied by the aging witnes-
ses. The marker was inscribed with a
shape resembiing a cigar-shaped ob-

ject just as the stories had related. ,

However, before the legal .process
could be put in motion to force opening
of the grave, the marker was removed
from the cemetery, leaving the grave

location a mystery never to be revealed,
Perhaps-the people-of-Aurora_were
afraid their longstanding popularity
would be diminished if the grave were
opened and science proved the whole ~
event was a hoax On the other'hand,

what if the grave did hold the remains of |

an alien pilot? At this time the investi- .
gators' file shold sufficient evidence to
cast reasonable doubt on the hoax
theory. You may direct any questions or -
inQuenes to. Mr John F Schuassler,
PO Box 58485 Housion, Texas
77258.
——
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ApriL 19, 1897

New Texas Almanac has rythmgl )
from football, UFOs to Supér Collider !

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DALLAS — The most winning high school football
tearn The Great UFO (Maybe) Hoax, and tons o’ facts
abound in the 1990-91 Texas Almanac.

For instance: Texas’ most winning high school foot-
ball tearn is somebody’s Wildcats. 1t could be Temple’s
Wildcats, which won 72 percent of their games from
1920 to 1988 Or 1t could be Plano's Wildeats, which
won more games, 524 to Temple's 510,

During the same period, the North Dallas Bulldogs
dug themselves a hole to the bottom of the listings by
losing 424 games

There's the first Thanksgiving, which the Almanac
says was celebrated in Texas before the Pilgrims even
thought of it

Science is a predominant theme in this year's Alma-
nac, the 132nd edition. The cover has a science motif.
There 15 2 section on the Supercénducting Super Col-
tider, which has yet to be buiit south of Dallas.

Increasingly, edilor Mike Kingston has restored
signed articles to the book. The policy 1sn't really a
break with the past.

“Although generally phased out later, opinion pieces
were common in early Texas Almanacs,” he explained.

Indeed, more than a century ago, the Almanac was
embroiled 1n libel actions. And it was once denounced
in the U.S Senate by Sam Houston, who'd been politi-
cally attacked by an Almanac writer.

The science theme, however, allows the inclusion of
sensational events. In the book's Miscellany of Texas
History, for example, the reader finds:

“Between Apri! 13 al‘ld l? 1887, there were 38

reported sightings of ‘airships’ in 23 counties, mostly in
North Central Texas. Nine countiés reported multiple
sightings, with Hill County accounting for four, includ-
ing two in Hillsboro and one each in Whitney and
Osceola.

Crews of the “spateships” were reportedly observed
by groundlings. And several observers supposediy
talked with the airfnen — or, in one instance, air-
woman

“On April 19, S. é Haydon, a correspondent for The
Dallas Morning News, reported that an airship had
struck a windmill i Adrora in Wise County and ex-
ploded. The body of a stnall man, identified by a local
authority as a Martian, was recovered from the wreck-
age and buned oo

The Almanac explambd that the famous Aurora inci-
dent, after much research, been labeled a hoax by
20th-century historidns. -The conclusion is encouraged
that all the sightings were probably tongue-in-cheek
reports, perhaps delayed or extended celebrations ot
April Fool's Day, 1897,

Nevertheless, Ah’ninac ‘tedtlers are offered proce-
dures for reporting-an unidentitied flying object. Be-
yond that, they are treated to a section on “UFOlogy."

The Almanac has broadened its customary demo-
graphic details on each of [he state’s 254 counties to
include crime rates, Tonst backlogs and poverty rates in

eatéh county. ho ﬁl of s
ontinuing f madndc's series o régionad histor-
ies, the 1990-91 b&km West Texas, with ité

parade of exploters; mﬁ: soldiers, indians a.ndtow—
men. S s

-

A-12 /The Houston Post/ Monday, November 8, 1989 &
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Austin American-Statesman Sunday, December 23, 1990
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Unidentified flying history

“Texas Airship Mystery” adds weight to spaced-out topic

After reading Wallace Chari-
ton’s The Great Texas Airship
Mpystery, 1 have decided to relate
the following story, but only to
prove a point.

In the summer of 1967, a young
man from Austin, recently gradu-
ated from Sidney B. Lanier High
School and soon to take up
study of journalism at Angelo
State University, was working as a
cub reporter for the San Angelo
Standard-Times.

One afternoon, bored and a little
homesick, he tvnrled a piece of
pulp copy paper into his manual
typewriter and wrote a ghort story
about a San Angelo woman being
followed by a flying saucer near
Lake Nasworthy. The story said
the woman, who had asked that
her neme not be used, had been
buzzed by an object she described
as a “puleating orange-and-white
pie pan.” As the object hovered
neer her car, she said, her head-
lights failed.

The reporter tossed the one-
page story into the “in” basket,
chuckled to himself and went off to
supper.

When he got back to the office,
the man in the “stot” (responsible
for editing and laying out the pa-
per) asked who had written the
story about the UFQ., No one
spoke up.

“Oh well,” he shrugged. “It’s a
good story.” And he put it on the
hook to be set into type.

The next morning the story ap-
peared in a box on Page One, be-
neath the foid.

The author of thia blatant piece
of fiction could not believe the pa-
per had actually published it, but
felt great pride in having pulled
one over on his bosses. Unfortu-
nately, he lacked the courage to
own up to the practical joke,

Or was it a joke?

Back at work the next after-
noon, the reporter took a call from
a woman who said, “Listen, I read
that story this morning sbout the
orange-and-white pie pan over
Lake Nasworthy and I just wanted
y'all to know I saw it too!”

QK, as if you hadn't guessed, 1
wrote the phony story. There had

been no orange-and-white pie pan |

flitting around in the night sky
over San Angelo, despite the lady

THE GREAT

TEXAS
AI RSHIP

Texana

Mike Cox

who was willing to agree she'd also
seen it. The point of this confes-
sion: It used to be pretty easy to
make something up and get it
printed in a newspaper. These
days, newspapers have ethics and
manufactured news is no longer
possible, of course,

“Ethics” was not exactly a
household word in Texas back in
1897, when newspapers across the
state were full of stories about a
mysterious airship seen flying over
Texas that spring. Thoee reported
sightings are the basis of Chari-
ton's readable 252-page book, pub-
lished by Wordware Publishing of
Planc and available at $16.95.

Chariton, a Texas history buif,
hed not had & book in mind when
he began his research. He had only
intended to do a story on Texas’
best-known UFOQ tale, the crash
lending of the Aurora space man,
According to the Dallas Morning
News and other Texas newspa-
pers, a spaceship careened into the
windmill of one Judge Proctor in
the Wise County farming commu-

nity of Aurora on April 17, 1897,

The gpaceship blew up, killing its

only passenger. The badly burned
body of the alien, which a local au-
thotity on asironomy identified an
a resident of Mars, was buried in
the Aurora cemetery.

All of this was reported as fact in
a dispatch by one S.E. Haydon, a
cotton buyer and newspaper
“stringer.”

Haydon’s story did not make too
much of a splash at the time, but it
has aged well. It pope up in news-
paper stories occasionally, and
several years ago it was the basis of
a grade-B movie.

When Chariton went to the mi-
crofilm to research the story, he
was surprised to see the Aurora in-
cident had not been an isolated
case. Folks all over the Midwest
had been seeing “airships” that
spring. Chariton found reports of
Texas sightin; t%n
12, 1887, an contmumg for a
month. Flymg objects were seen
from Texarkana to Eagle Pasg and
from Beaumont to Fort Worth.
(Austin weighed in with three dif-
ferent sightings.)

When Chariton realized there
had been more going on that
spring of 1897 than he had

beginning April -

thought, he expanded his article .

into a book. The book, thanks .to-
the many hours Chariton had
spent reading newspaper micro-
film, gives a good picture of late-
19th-century Texas. And though it
ia billed as a book about the airship

mystery, it also is & neat piece of °

Texas journalism history.

So were Texas and the Midwest
being visited by space aliens in
18972 Or was it a massive hoax? Or
mass hysteria? Or bad whiskey?
(Too much good whiskey might

also be suspected.) Or patural phe- .
nomena? Chariton concludes it .

could have been all of the above.
After all, he’s a storyteller, not a
geer or scientist.

One thing is for sure: Mysterious
objects in the sky make a good sto-
ry, in 1897, 1967 or now.

* Free-lance writer Mike Cox Is 1he au-

thor of five Texas-related books and a
collector of Texana.
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The Great Airship

Nick D'Alto, 2462 Marie Ct, Bellmore, NY 11710,
wrote some time ago of his interest in the "Great
Airship Craze of 1896," and subsequently.put to-
gether the following illustrated article. The
story is entertaining enough in its own right,
but Nick suggests it had impacts of differing
kinds on the public, the press, and contempo-
rary researchers as well., [t is provocative to
speculate on the effects on the avbiz of the

UFQ scares, science-fiction- and aviation his-
torical writing of the past fifty years- present-
day writers included.

In response to your favorable replies of 19 Dec
and 6 Mar, I have prepared an article on the
“Airship® craze of 1896. These events were front-
page news back then, yet they are rarely men-

~“-tignéd in“aviation histories today. That was my ~
motivation for researching the topic.

The "Airship” is really one extreme exampie of
how the journalism and public perception of 1900
(or any year} are not exactly Tike our own. We
must be mindful of this when we look to the past.
I think that your present discussion of
historian/antiquarian is closely related.

Since I am a great believer in working from
primary sources, and since the language of the
original "Airship" press reports {true or not) is

» more picturesque than 1 can muster, 1 have
concentrated on a brief analysis, and included
facsimiles of-the actual articles.

The “Airship” Craze of 1896

if 1t did
? This is

"Would anyone be greatly surprised,
turn out 1o be a successful airship...
an age of wonders...”

The OMAHA WORLD HERALD, April 1897

During 1896 and -7, stories about a mysterious
airship swept the United States. In tiny hamlets
and in great cities, Jocal daities reported the
vessel's progress, its takeoffs and landings, and
its majestic flight over the_countryside, 8y all
aﬁgounts, thousands of-people saw the Gréat Air- -~
ship

And yet most of this whole story probably never
< happened.

After a flurry of activity, the "Airship" stories
disappeared as quickly as they had begun, The
entire episode was preserved, without further
embellishment, in the crumbling pages of long-
foraotten dailies. Buwt the “Airship” holds
valuable Tessons for the study of early 2ero-

, nautics, particularly in relation to the contem-
porary press, and the public's perception of
flight.

s | (et

The editors and readers of 1900 would eventually
be the eye-witnesses to flight. Yet the turn-of-
the-century newspaper was very different from our
own, Parts of a Jules Verne novel, complete with
head) ines, might appear side-by-side with actual
news events. Rigorous factual reporting was not
always the rule. Even reputable mewspapers pub-
lished fanciful, tabloid-type stories, leaving
the reader to decide for himself,

News reports of a "Great Airship” began in
California during November 1896. On the whole,
the stories ranged from simply “seeing strange
1ights" in the sky to detailed descriptions of
“flying machines," complete with flapping wings,
fans, and gasbags. They ranged from ostensibly
genulne to, obv1ous hoax . )

— et n - e = temm - - -

Newspaper readers of the day barely understood
the difference between lighter and heavier-than-
air flight. The "Great Airship" seemed to fit
neither category. It bore little resemblance to
any genuine airships of the era, Instead, it
represented "the solution 1o aviation": complete
dirigibility, vertical takeoff, and fabulous
speed. Everyope was talking about the airship.

What was the effect on aviation? Octave Chanute
did not much tike being named in the CHICAGO
TRIBUNE as one of the airship inventors. He,
Edison, and other scientists tried to explain
that flight would not be born, full-blown, in
iselation. AM Herring condemned the Airship in
the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN.

Yet stories abounded that some "mystery man" had
constructed an aerial leviathan in a secret
workshop and was now testing it. In

Sacramento the DAILY RECORD interviewed an
attorney named Collins who claimed to represent
the inventor. A storekeeper at Rogers Park,
IMlirais, claimed to have snapped photos of the
craft in flight.

In some cases & check of ¢ld city records con-
firms the identity of “"witnesses." George Scott
really was California's Assistant Secretary of
State. He reportedly became so extited on-seeing
- the “aerigl“visitor" -thit he Persuvaded his
constituents to climb the stairs into the dome of
the state capital to get a better look.

Many news items exclaimed that “half the town"
saw the thing. The SAINT LOUIS PDST DESPATCH
would report that “thousands of people are lining
the streets here, watching intently for the
airship." At tiny Everest, Kansas, "the full
power of the (Airship's} arc-lamps was turned
on... and the ¢ity... was flooded with light.*
Picturesque as these stories may be, latter-day
researchers usually don't find anyone who
remembers actually seeing an "Airship.”

Often the praise or ridicule which the “h1rsh1p"
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The Air Sklp As Photographed In Chicago.

=From e Thicage Twnew eruid

s

Trylng to Solve the Mystery of the
Strange Thing Seca in
the Sky.

LI
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FLYING MACHINE OR STAR?

Scorg of Pergons Have Watched It, and
" T " Kby Avé Sure It's on
. ASrabip

USUALLY FLIES AT NIGHT,

When It Appeared Over an lowa Tawn
in the Moming Two Men

1 Nearly Caught It
' -
e —————— ¢
. [»E Yarzanirg vo Ty wERLLA]
Cmitado, I, Aprll 16 197, —The mast —~n3-
sling and Interesiing queniton pesidents af the
Waestern Bltates bave had to deal with for

WT
10 W

many years ls that of thoe so-called alrsbipt
Ma 1y thousands have seen what they call sn
airship, or a balloon, with various colored
Ughis attachad, but Apart [TOM & (Winpasw-
tivaly faw Dersona no ohe ¢can say he Dos seen
the thing closely engugh to describa It

For the purpose gf ascertaining something
definite from those Wwho really saw the stran.
gor in the clouds I havs interviewsd sevaral
men Among thoms who thiked was YWaller
McCann, & aewadealar (a Rogers Park, who
took & anap shot at the object when It was
within five or 81X hundred feot of the earth

1 had read for several daye aboul the aie-
ship,” he, “T latghed over it and wad
s pil on the subject. On Suaday morhing.
at hl!f-ant ‘Ave o'clock, I saw a sirange
looking object In the aky coming from the
south. It looked liks & big cigur. It camm
oenTer, and I enw at o glance that {t was not
& balloon, Quick as & Nash § real it was
ihs much talked of airship.

CAUVCHT A AP SUHOT. N

* My boy won a-cimeéera Mol leny RE0 In o
conlest [or getuing subscribace to o paser
It was [n Lhe store, fifty feet from whecs |
atood guxing at the vhlect. I ran and got
It as the thing approached. The sky was
Slear Condttlony favored a good photes
graph, A plate was ready. 1 ran to Grewsn-
le avenue apd Market street and xot o
good shot at it With G A Owverocker, whose
Allentlon was stiracted 1o It I ran down cho
Morthwesttrn tracks aod we got o svcond
pleture & tewr minutes later -

“E L. Qvborne und Willlom Hoodless alsa
saw Lthe airshup, [ am no longer a weeptle  §
distinetly saw the out:inea of & mah in the
rear of the machine Ha pulled a revolving
rudger, or wome sort of conirivance ®hich
ateered the course of the airship

* This etrange Inveotlon come within iz
hundred fect of Lhe enrth uy near an | could
cyitmate it The lower partion of the airship
wan thin, and maide of aoma light white
metal, tike aauminum The upper partion »as
durk, and long, ke & bLig cagwr puluted
front and wilth wome il of wrrangement
In the fuwr to which cubites were attached

AEARCHIIGHT FTLLANKD TOWARD

Thoussnds of 5t. Lonisans En
clied Ovar the Aarial
Visitor.

SHR BABTH FOB A¥ BOUR
WONDAY WEOHT,

Notse of Nabluery/ Heard s
Oullloes of the Craft
Yisible.

TESTTMONY OF MANY CITIXENS
EIGANDING THS MTOTH"
REUS VIITOR

ST LOUIS POST-DISPATCH, 13 Apr 1897}

Univewsily Professors  Codfae
They Are Pumsied by the
Appearants,

{

Cutpouriog f Men, Wemm md U2
drn  Expevtsd h‘_ﬂlll? gl
Whea ths Esmveas Wil e
Watched From Prinie
of Veatags, -

LOOKED OBLORG AT MT. CARROLY, ILL.

- — e =

Alrabin at Thati Voint Vas Morviog
Mool ot & Terrifio Hate of
Bperd,

Mourt Careadl, 3, April O ={dpwtal J=
Hundreds b perstny on (he streets tontght
— peraene whose honest) snd truthfulnesas
Al Leyung dispule=—ylewned Lthe slesh'p
aoouy B AY p el Tt owmne from the northe-
tuvt and when oppos.ty thise chiy changed
it4 rovfas ynd went due Resl a1 & Lereific
rpemed Lt was In o'ghd wt legst ten mlautes
1L npiearid oblung In ahape wnd carried &
geean ped Pt 10 bength 3t did Dot ARDeAr
t be uver oght ur ten fuetf, gnd tna or
tiwree faxt higu Ho maay peopis saw {L
taere la ho Jaaputlng the [uct that some=
iLing unuwen! appeurvd.

ECG-SHAPED HHEN SEEN IN WISCONSIN

Mystertoas Asrinl Vislfer Appears in
Two Stoies Within & PFerlod
ot llmit am Hour.

Wausny, Wis, April 9 —~{3peria! [—~The
aleahip made Iy oppearance In WuurauTast
right sbolut 1t 6 couck 81d nas viened by At
legst bW cttizenn, It came from the routh-
cunl, freaalig vher the (dty guing northw est.
Lohhos Cun L] be +efn sitas v te tha ship
Ao dbi outite e of Hooomd be secn, Bhich ape
ared 1o b »] aped ke un g

Nihraska 91y, Netr, April % =[Speelnl) )—
AL W tn o' vluck [amt 0'khL severa, p raond
Chanriad the Hghize of the supposid sirship
spproaching frum the routhiunt abd aites
Paansing gsar the 0y i1 damaf poncee, golrg

Fho plot pulled thune wnd sleered the coul e
trom B0Uth Lo northeast

( NY HERALD, 16 Apr 1897}

QUE nOrthivest when lust auon

{ CHICAGD TRIBUNE, 10 Apr 1897)
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MONTY GREENLY
3740 Elm #A
Long Beach, CA 90807
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étrangé'aerial object

stirs national interest

On March 29, 1847, Robert Hub-
bard of Sioux City, Iowa, was
nearly killed when a mysterious
aerial object with “glowing red
lights" snagged him from his bicy-
cle and dragged him along the
ground for several hundred feet.

When Hubbard's ordeal —
which occurred six years before
Orville and Wilbur Wright's sue-
cessful flight at Kitty Hawk — was
reported in the national press, it
caused quite a stir. The result was
a rash of similar incidents inveolving
strange aircraft that filled news-
papers for weeks to come.

On April 1, for example, three
days after the Hubbard story broke,
hundreds of people in Kansas City,
Kan., watched spellbound while a
brightly-lit, cigar-shaped airship
hovered over the city. According to
local accounts, strange voices and
crackling noises were heard ema-
nating from the sirange aircraft.

Terrifying encounters

Throughout the month of April,
tens of thousands of Americans from
California and Texas to Alabama and
West Virginia told of terrifying en-
counters with “great airships” piloted
by occupants “not of this earth.”

In nearly every case, the airship
was deseribed as “cigar shaped” with
beams of glowing red lights fanning
out underneath.

— -One-of-the-strangest-stories came-
from LeRoy, Kan. On the morning of
April 21, farmer Alexander Hamilton
was awakened by a strange, whitring
sound out in the pasture.

Thinking his cattle night be in

- J- "trouble, Hamiiton raced outside only

to discover a “glowing, strange-
shaped craft” trying to steal a cow by

hoisting it up with a rope.

Eariier, on April M, a series of
landings was reported in lowa. The
Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette re-
ported that a “giant, cigar-shaped”
object landed on the Union Station in
the “wee morning” hours and that
several local citizens were taken on-
board.

The next day a similar object
“came to rest” on the Waterloo, fowa
fairground, according to the local
newspaper. While dozens of curious
onlookers gawiced, one of the vessel's
occupants reportedly went to the po-
lice station to seek protection from
the crowd.

Several sightings

Several sightings were reported on
April 16. Two men from Rhome,
Texas, said théy saw a giant cigar
heading west’ at 150 mph. The same
day, the, Eort Worth Register re-
ported that a man. traveling near
Cisco, Texas saw an airship crash
into a field. _

According to the Register, several
local citizens., helped repair the
downed aireraft, then watched il roar
away. . npu~ .

In Pam; Texas, 4 night watchman
said he- sae!v-a.clgarshaped ¢raft that
measuredy2f)<feet in length and had

séveral large wings Later, in Farm-_; AS,iewspaper; repm;ters)thmnselwes.a ‘

| £ Randall
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Southemn
Mysteries

Throughout the month
of April, tens of
thousands of
Americans from
California and Texas
to Alabama ond West
Virginia told of
terrifying encounters
with ‘great airships’
piloted by occupants
‘not of this earth.’

ersville, Texas, several people said
they heard the crew of an, airship
singing hymns. )
Bizarre encounter

Another bizarre encounter in
Texas came on April 17 when a large
airship came in low and buzzed the
_town_of Aurora._The.ship-then contin-
ued north where it finally struck a
windmill on the- farm of a Judge
Proctor and exploded.

People rushed to the scene of the
crash and discovered the badly-man-
gled body of the pilot.

“He was not of this earth” said
TJ. Weems, a Signal Corps officer
who offered the astonishing specula-
tion that the dead pilot was a Mar-
tian.

The next day the “Martian” was
given a Christian burial,

On April 19 other airships were
spotted near Sisterville, W. Va, and
El Paso. On both occasions multicol-
ored lights flashed from portholes
and strange voices were heard talk-
ing inside the ships.

Stories about the mysterious air-
craft continued unabated in the
months to come, as newspapers com-
peted to come up with the wildest ac-
counts. Then, as suddenly and myste-
riously as they had appeared, the air-
ships disappeared.

The whole airship excitement was
forgotten until the 1960s when re-
searchers interested in UFOs bhegan
rummaging through old newspapers
and came up with the original stories.

What were they? Where did they

come from? Even today, investiga-
tors aren't really sure, though early
rumors linked them to an unknown
scientist involved with secret aircraft
testing.

'l‘here\ls good reason to suspect
that some ofthe stories were deliber-
ate hoaxes, spread\by over-imagina-
tive telegraph operators who re-
ported many of the sightings, as well
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ot long ago, | had the opportu-
ity to appear on the late night
radio show, Coast-to-Coast. 1
bring this up only because, ap-
parently, the next night the host -

had on Jim Marrs, who tatked |

about the Aurora, Texas, airship crash of
1897. 1 wouldn't have known this, but
someone who heard my interview the night

before mentioned to me in an email that
Marrs had talked about Auroraand sug-

gested that it was a real event. That person

wanted to know if Marrs was correct and
if there is anything to the story of the crash.

And this provides us with an oppor-
tunity to examine one of the major prob-

lems in UFQ research. No case ever dies,

no matter how many times it is exposed as
a hoax. This is true even when those ex-

posing it range from the skeptics to the be-

lievers in extraterrestrial contact. And it
continues even when no evidence for the

reality of the case has ever been found. ..or -

none was found until people began to re-
alize they could get their names in the

- ship’s destruction.

newspaper or their faces on tetevision if -

they said something to confirm the case,
The stories of the flight of the Great Air-
ship of 1897 provide us with proof of both
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theories. Although many of the tales have
since been shown to be jokes, there are a
few that are repeated in the UFQ literature
with such regularity, and almost with such
awe, that it is necessary to provide, once
again, all the information about them so
that we can work to remove them from that
same literature. The two most famous, and
probably the most reported, are the Aurora,
Texas, UFQ crash that had been the subject
of that email correspondence and the
Alexander Harnilton story of an airship and
calf-napping that occurred about two days
after the Aurora events.

Typical Airship Accounts

Back when 1 lived in Texas, [ didn’t live
" all that far from Aurora. ] was interested in

UFOs even then, and I prowled the
morgues of various newspapers searching
for stories of the great airship. There were
lots of these stories from Texas, including
interviews with the crews of some of the
airships and even repeated tales of the air-

Typical of the airship sightings was that
told by Patrick Barnes to the Fort Worth

Register, “which hardly cares to repeat it”

He claimed that he was traveling near Cisco,

Aurora,

Texas,
and the

of 1899

by Kevin D. Randle

Texas, and spotted several men standing
around a large, cigar-shaped craft. He went
over 1o talk to themn and learned they were
on their way to Cuba to bomb the Spanish.
They had landed to make some repairs and
soon took off. Their immediate destination
was the Ozarks, where they planned to train
for their self-designed mission.

In fact, there were dozens of stories of
the Great Airship landing throughout the
South and the Midwest in March and April
of that year. One of the earliest appeared
in the Cedar Rapids {lowa) Evernng Gazerte.
According to the story, a large, cigar-shaped
craft had landed on the Union Station in
the “wee morning” hours and several lo-
cals were taken on board. Charley Jordan
quickly made his story known to the news-
paper and even signed an affidavit attest-
ing to the reality of his flight. He was de-
scribed by reporters as “never telling but a
few lies and then only about things of im-
portance.”

He was accompanied by W. R. Boyd,
whose whole purpose in going along, ac-
cording to the newspaper story, was to “get
as high as possible so that he could learn
about the condition of the post office”

The airship’s crew confessed that they
were tired from their long journey, though
they offered no revelations about their
home base or their purpose. They did

Great Airship
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promise to lecture about the tnp soon, and

the topics to be discussed included the un-

likely subject of hell.

The problem for Cedar Rapids was

that, the very next might, the airship crashed

tn Waterloo, lowa. Those in Cedar Rapids,
who couldn’t produce any physical evi-

dence of their adventure, quietly faded

from sight, while crowds flocked to the Wa-
terloo fairgrounds, where they could see :
a large, twin-cigar-shaped object. A heav-
ily accented “professor” dlaiming to be from .

San Francisco told of their perilous flight

across the Umited States that ended in
tragedy when their leader fell into and |

drowned in the Cedar Ruver.
The whole story unraveled late in the

day when the professor was recognized as

a local man. The joke was admitted, and
the “ship” was removed from the fair-
the crew.

The Aurora Crash
The Aurora crash story, as it was told

yust days later, suggests that the airship ap-

peared about dawn on Aprd 17,1897, came
in low, buzzed the town square, and then
continued north toward the farm owned

at the time by Judge Proctor. There it hita
windmill and exploded wito a shower of de-
bris, damaging the judge’s flower garden |
* neyed to Aurora in search of the truth, They

and house, not to mention his windmill.
The townspeople 1ushed 1o the scene and

found the badly disfigured body of the plot.
T J. Weems, a Signal Corps officer (the 1897

equivalent of an intelligence officer},

thought the piiot was probably from Mars,
Being good Chrnistians, and apparently ;

because no one had anything else to do,

they buried the pilot after a short memo- -
rial service that afternoon They also gath-

ered several documents covered with a
strange wniting found in the wreckage and
picked up tons of matenial, including siver

and alummum that came from the airship.

All that evidence has long since disappeared.

And that’s it No follow-up stories as
tourists flocked to Aurora No mysterious
scientists arriving to inspect the wieckage.
No Army response, though one of their
own was on hand 1v 1epart what he had
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The airshup as it wos descnbed by those who saw it on the
ground in Waterloo, lowa Later, it was oll revealed to be a joke.

seen. And finally, most importantly, no one
ever produced those documents or bits and
pieces of the wreckage, though there had
been tons of it, at least according to the
newspaper report.

The story died at that point, and then

. was resurrected in the 1960s by UFO re-
grounds, but not before hundreds had the
chance to see it and mterview members of !
. decades. Suddenly the story of the tragedy
! reappeared,and Aurora, Texas, was now on

searchers who stumbled onto the airship
tales which had been dormant for about six

the map with those scientists, researchers,
and tounsts finally making the trek.

A large nuruber of people, including
Hayden Hewes of the now defunct Inter-
national UFO Bureau; Jun Marrs, who had
most recenty suggested the story was real;
and even Walt Andrus, the former Inter-
national Director of the Mutual UFQ Net-
work {MUFON) at various times jour-

all reported a strange grave marker in the
Aurora cemetery They found strange metal
with metal detectors, and they gathered re-
ports from long-tune Aurora residents who
remembered the story, remembered see-
ing the airship, or remembered parents
talking about the crash. There was also dis-
cussion of government attempts to sup-
press the data To them, that made the story
of the crash real

The probiem here is that 1 beat most
of these people to Aurora by several years
to conduct my own investigation. I talked
to some of thase same long-time residents,
who told me 1n the early 1970s that noth-
ing had happened.  talked tc the histon-
ans at the Wise County Historical Society
{Aurora 15 in Wise County), who told me
that it hado’t happened, though they

wished it had. I learned that T. ]. Weems,
the famed Signal Corps officer, was, in fact,
the local blacksmith. I learned that Judge
Proctor didn’t have a windmill, or rather
that was what was said then. Now they sug-
gest that he had two windmills. ] wandered
the graveyard, which isn’t all that large
{something just over 800 graves}, and
found no marker with strange symbols
carved on it though there are those who
suggest a crude headstone with a rough awr-
ship on it had been there at the time.
found nothing to support the tale and went
away believing, based on my own research
and interviews, that this was another of the
awship hoaxes,

Meta! collected by all those others,
when analyzed here, turned out to be noth-
g strange or unusual, Some of 1t was later
analyzed 1n a Canadian lab, and their re-
sults mirrored those of American labs.

Isn’t it interesting that none of the metal
supposedly gathered by the town’s residents
has ever surfaced. The metal analyzed was
always recovered by researchers with metal
detectars. Isn’t it interesting that the strange
greave marker has since disappeared and that
there 1s no real photographic record of it.
There should be, for all the research that
has been done. The single picture that has
turned up showed not an airship but a
coarse triangle with circles in the center.
Andsm’tat interesting that there were never
any followup reports from Aurora, First the
g splash with the crash and then nothing
for more than 60 years.

Another Fishy Story
Which also sums up nicely the Hamul-
ton calf-napping story that followed the

March 2043 7 Fare 35
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The airstup as 1t was desenbed fying over parts of California n 1897

Aurora crash by two days According to the
Literature, Alexander Hamulton was a widely
respected resident of little LeRoy, Kansas
Jerry Clark reported that Hamtlton had
been a lawyer, had served 1n the Kansas leg-
islature, and was a very successful stock
dealer Those who knew him suggested that
he was an honest man

According to the reports, including that
in the Yate’s Center Farmer’s Advocate,
Hamilton heard a disturbance arnong his
cattle on Monday April 19 and got ot
of bed to check Hovering over his cow lot
was the airship It was, according to Hamil-
ton, agar-shaped, about 300 feet long, with
some kind of a glass encased carriage
under it Inside were six strange looking
beings who were at least human enough
that Hamilton 1dentified two men, a
woman, and three children

The craft hovered until the crew spot-
ted Harulton, his tenant Gid Heshp, and
Hamulton’s son Then a great turbine wheel,
about 30 feet in diameter, that had been re-
volving slowly below the craft, began to
span faster As the awrshup clumbed to 30 feet,
1t paused over a three-year-old heifer that
was caught in a fence Hamilton and his
son found a cable from the awship wrapped
around the cow and tried to free it from
the cable but couldn’t Instead, they cut the
fence The cow and ship began slowly ns-
wing and then disappeared in the distance

The next day, Harmlton went in search
of his missing cow but could find no trace
of it Instead, a neighbor, identified in the
reports as Lank Thomas, had found the re-
mains of a butchered cow several miles
from the Hamulton spread He picked up
the remains and took them into LeRoy for
1dentificaion Thomas said he could not
find any trace of a track in the soft ground
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around the cow’s remains

The newspaper, as well as other men 1n
town, attested to the honesty of Hamulton,
suggesting they all beheved bus well  un-
believable tale These men included an at-
torney, a doctor, a justice of the peace, a
banker, and even the postmaster I no other
report from 1897 was to be believed, this
one certainly had all the credibthity that
those others lacked

And, hke the Aurora crash, here was an
1897 report that seemed to mirror its mod-
ern counterparts A UFO hovering over a
ranch, an animal that disappeared and was
later found mutdated with no sign of any-
one bewng n the field wath it Unhike the
modern reports, Harmlton saw the airship
steal the arumal rather than pust vague, mys-
tery lights glowing in the distance

In the early 1970s, Jerry Clark managed
to track down the relatives of Hamilton
and interviewed an elderly woman, who
remembered Hamilton returning from
town, chuckling about the story he'd 1n-
vented because it would be published 1n
the newspaper While that evidence might
not convince a true believer, an article that
appeared in the Atchison County Mad on
May 7, 1897, should do it Hamilton told
the reporter, “I lied about it ” Those who
signed the affidavit about Harnulton’s ve-
racity were membets of the local hars club

What this tells us 1s that the newspa-
pers, which had to suspect the truth if not
know it outnight, didn’t mind printing the
wildest tales of the arrship Proof of this
comes from Blrlington, lowa, m what was
described, even 1n 1897 as one of the
“meanest and most discouraging [arestup]
stories of the entire lot " Members of the
newspaper staff launched hot air balloons
made from common tissue paper so that

they would carry over the aity They soon
began to recerve reports from the aitizens
describing the arrship When one of the
most distinguished men of that town came
forward to report that he had not only seen
the arrship, but had heard voices from 1t,
the newspaper staff was convinced that all
the tales were faked While therr conclu-
sion might seem premature at the time,
later evidence would suggest that they
weren’t all that far off the mark

Bull Market for Bull

Maybe part of it was the way many
such stories were reported in 1897, espe-
cially those about the atrship The editors
of the Cedar Rapids Gazette, upon learn-
ing the airshup had landed in nearby Wa-
tertoo, wared thetr counterparts at the Wa-
terloo Courser asking for 500 words but no
crap They didn’t mention that their own
story, carried a day earlier, was now clearly
ahoax They just ignored that fact In other
words, the newspapers were having some
fun with the airship tales too

In fact, that seems to cover the vast ma-
Joruty of the awrship stories The men tethng
them had ultenor motives for tellng them
Maybe they just wanted to join the fun, or
maybe they just wanted to see their names
in the newspaper Maybe they thought no
one would be harmed, and, of course, no
one was Other news, more important
news, finally pushed the tales of the air-
shaps from the newspapers and little was
thought of them for decades

The final, fatal blow for the airship and
Aurora crash comes from the orginal re-
porter, H E Hayden, a stringer for the Dal-
las Morning News, who claimed to have m-
vented the story 1n a vain attempt to put
fus dying communty back on the map He
hoped to draw attention, and people, to
Aurora, Texas He was successful The prob-
lem was that he succeeded 60 years toc late,
and those whio arrived only wanted to learn
about the aiwrship, not settle down to re-
build the commuinty as he had hoped

Kevin D. Randle 1s a well-known UFQ re-
searcher and author of such books as Inva-
sion Washingtonr UFOs Over the Capatal
(Harper Mass Market, 2001)
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¢ - AURORA, Tex. (UPI) -
Fua Pegues thinks it's all &
big boax, but ap investigating
team i3 busy searching for
remalos of a spaceship res

ported to have eraghed into
Judge J.C. Proctor’s windmilt
%6 years ogo.

Haydep Hewes, director of
I~ the *Internationsl UFO Bu-
{ reau” in Oklahomn City says
v} s group 1s not taking any
" ¢hances,

“\Vp_pre confinuiag o check
_ the area, even though It eonld
bave been a hoar,” reporty
_ Hewes, -“We are especlatly
* losking for any melal plece
of the UFO that might have
gone down nearby wells,
and we are searching the
cemetory for tl:e pllot's
. . gravett e

;. Hewes and his group were

& 'aroused by recent discovery
§ :of newspaper accounts of s
:  unidegtified flylng object that
. ¢rashed Ip the area, The arth

cles were found in Dallas and

Fort Worth newapapers dat-
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s eAt 4veun. a spaceshlp
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1897 UFO Incident [Z4A3
Puzzles Metal Expert

AURQORA, Tex (AP} — An
unidentified flying  object
crashed into a farm windmils,
exploding in a ball of flammg
metal fragments, according to

newspaper accounts in this
North Texas area )
The pilot’s  badly-dis-

membered body was buried in
@ grave about a mile away

Date of the news reports:
March 19, 1897

A professional treasure hunt-
er unearthed metal fragments
at the site Wednesday and ex-
claimed: “In more than 25
years of recovering metal and
treasure of all kinds . . I've
never seen metal like that

Frank Kelley's new, deep
probe metal detector not only
gives off electronic response at
the crash site but at the grave
sile

“The most amazing aspect |
see is that most soit 20 to 30
feet around the former wind-
mill site also gives off a some-
whal less but almost identical
electronic response even when
there is no metal in it,"” Kelley,
of Corpus Christi, said.

-] am also puzzled at receiv-

ingrthtwsame~type- of rebound —therwindnull wad

signals from a remote grave in
the Aurora cemetery in which
the~pilot.may be buried. How-
ever, there is a tie-in. We know,
he died in 1897. The others im-
mediately around that graves
died the same year or close to
it. And we are certain, acecord-
ing to newspaper reports, he
was buried here,” Kelley said.
Kelley, a master mechanic
and part of a team of profes-
sional metal locators, said “'the
only explanation I can give for
geiting the same signals at the
windmill site and in the grave
... is that the pilot whose body
was torn apart was buried
wearing some type of metal
uniform or eguipment which
gives us the same reaction.”
Mrs. Brawley Oates has lived

on the property for 26 years
with her husband She said not
even weeds wil grow where
Kelley's detectors indicate
there 15 metal

Kelley dug up more than a
dozen pieces of the strange
metal at depths of from two to
14 inches All were a dark
brown on one side but appeared
to have a protective grey coat-
ing on the other side.

“This metal Jooks so different
I honestly don’t know what it
is, The fragments are small,
thin and jagged as if torn apart
by an explesion They look
something like modern aircraft
covering

*‘But, they are not aluminum,
tin, iron, steel or any alloy 1
know,”" he said

Accounts of the UFQ crash
were printed in Dallas and Fort
Worth papers March 19, 1897,

“Al 4 am., a spaceship
which had been seen _in the
area earlier, movmg low, and
slowly crashed into Judge J.8.
Proctor's windmill and went to
pieces with a tremendous ex-
plosion.

“Parts scattered over several-
acres,” one story re]ates. ‘and-
destroyed
The pilol's body was dis-
membered. However, enough
remains were gathered to de-
termine it was not an in-
habitant of this world.

“The body was buried at
noon in Aurora Cemetery,”
wrote correspondent F.E. Hay-
den. “‘Papers believed to be the
pilot’s log were written in some
undecipherable hieroglyphics.
And the aircraft was made of
some unknown metal.”

There is at least one skeptic,
Etta Pegues of nearhy Newark.

She claims the whole affair
was a hoax dreamed up by
Hayden and some men Ssitting
around the stove at the general
store.

But Oates and Marshal H.R.
Idell disagree with her,
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Denton, Texas
Record Chroaicle

(Chr. D 'l&_}ﬂﬂl 1088

Stories continue of outer space

[

Severll

..
I
years ?§L5 umhmne<xmun

heard 8

abhopot a
spaceman
being buried
in Wis e 2N
cm‘y.ﬂm
spaceman
was sup-' g
posed to be.
someone oOr:
something

from outer
gspace.

. Contact

can't re-
member the whole story. Can you
find ‘out anything about this for
me? ~T.W.

In 1973 a visit was made to the
Aurora Cemetery in Wise County
by officials of the International
UFO Bureau from Oklahoma City.
They were there to investigate the
possibility of an outer space alien
buried there,

The group said they were look-
ing for witnesses to the crash of a
. They were

News camed a story
about the incident the next day.
The entire stary, written by S.E.
Hayden follows:

“AURORA, WISE COUNTY,
April 17 — About 6
o'clock this morning the early
risers of Aurora were astonished

E’

“It sailed directly over the
public square, and when it
reached the north part of town
collided with the tower of Judge
Proctor’s windmill and went to
pieces with a terrific explosion,
L .

scaitering debris over several
acres of ground, wrecking the
windmill and water tank and
destroying the judge’s flower

en.
“The pilot of the ship is sup-
posed to have been the only one

~ & _aboard, and while his remains are

badly disfigured enough of the
original has been picked up to
show that he was not an inhabitant
of this world.

“T.J. Weems, the U.S. signal
service officer at this place and an
authority on astronomy, gives it
as his opinion that he (the pilot)
was a native of the planet Mars.

“Pa ound on his person —
evidently the records of his travels
— are writlen in some unknown
hieroglyphics, and cannot be de-

i The ship was too badly
wrecked to form any conclusion as
to its constrictive or maotive

power.,

“The town is full of people today
who are viewing the wreck and
gathered specimens of strange
metal from the debris. The pilot's
funeral will take place tomorrow.
Signed, 5.E. Hayden.

During this investigation by the
UFO officials in 1973, Wise County
historians said the entire Hayden
story was fiction. Most citizens
ﬂ they thought the story was a

Dr. Tom Gray, a physicist from
NMerth Texas State University, was
asked to analyze some samples of
metal that had been dug up near
the gite of the windmill where the
spaceship crashed. He found the
metal to be somewhat different

from most metals, but sald ¢

“Given the fact the earth is struck
by meteorites of all shapes and
sizes on occasion, it would be
difficult to rule on the origin of the
metal.”

The UFO group wanted to dig
into the grave that was said to be
where the litile spaceman was
buried. The cemetery association
got an injunction to stop any

alien buried in Aurora Cemetery

digging not authorized by the
courts. The UFQO group did not
seek a court order to dig.

Metal detectors were used by
the UFO hunters. They claimed
the signals received from the
grave matched those recorded at
the crash site, They also made the
claim, based on the signais from
the metal detectors, that the
person buried there was not an
inhabitant of this world.

Local citizens said the grave
contains the body of an itinerant
farm worker named Carr, who
had died of spotted fever about the
time of the alleged spacecraft
crash,

After all investigations were
completed in 1973, it is still not
known who or what is buried in
that unmarked grave in the
Aurora Cemetery,

{Sources: Denton Record-
Chronicle files and Dallas Morn-
ing News.)

Contact soives problems, gels
answers, tracks down the facts
and guards your right to know.
Write Contact, P.O. Box 369,
Denton, Texas 76201, or call 387-
3811, Ext. 211, between 10 a.m. and
5p.imn. Monday through Friday.

Because of the large number of
letters received each week and
limited space, nof every question
can be answered,

For information on ‘’people
services” offered in Denton
County, caill the Information and
Referral Service, 566-2638. The
service can refer you to the
appropriate agency to help with
Jour problemn.
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PILOTS REPORT
NEW WAVE OF
UFO SIGHTINGS

Newspaper accounts of UFOs
appear almost daily in various parts
of the world. Many of these ac-
counts are congidered less than
credible because of the background
or educationat level of the witness-
es. However, there remains a signif-
icant number of highly credible UFO
encounters - many of them report-
ed by pilots. .

~= " The new wave of pilot reports is

both exciting and puzzling. For ex-
ample, the Chinese newspaper,
People’s Daily, reported that a Chin-
ese Boeing 747 jetliner encount-
ered, a large, bright unidentified fly-
ing object over the city of Gansu on
June 11, 1985, The UFQ and the
aircraft were both flying at an alti-
tude of 32,800 feet when the inci-
dent occurred.

The pilot described the object as
30 feet in diameter, encircled with
brilliant light and having an extreme-
ly bright spot radiating from its cen-
ter. He said, “the object traveled
extremely fast, pacing the aircraft in

{foppy
J4olido, 7

a southerly direction for about two
minutes." Just as he reported the
encounter to flight controllers in an-
ticipation of making an emergency
landing, the UFQ disappeared from
view.

In late July scores of people in
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, described a
reddish and rounded object hover-
ing at an altitude of 7,000 feet above
the city. Two Zimbabwean Hawk jet
fighters were scrambled from the
Thomhill Air Base. The pilots had
visual contact with the UFQ as they
tried for an intercept. Suddenly, the
object climbed -vertically -at high
speed, easily avoiding the approach-
ing jets. The Air Commodore report-
ed that the UFO then followed the
jets as they returned to Thomhill,
and hovered over the base for sev-
eral minutes before flying east.

And if that is not enough, Iranian
antiaircraft batteries fired on a UFQ
over northeastern Tehran in eady
August lman's Islamic Republic
News Agencyquoted a source at the
Joint Staff Command as saying the
shining object flew from west to east
over Tehran at 8:15 pm. on August
5th. There were no repors that the

UFO had been hit or downed.
BY JOHN F. SCHUESSLER
P. ©O. BOX 58485
HOUSTON,

e
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* Silence broken

on UFO crash

Bs BILL CASE
Aviaton Writer

An Aurora farmer-rancher told The
Dallas Times Herald Saturday” his late
father was an eyvewitness to the crash
of an umdentfied flying object at a well
site outside the North Texas hamlet
April 19, 1897

“During the years Iwas growing up
he told me the story many umes,” C,
C. (Charlie} Stephens, 83, said in an
excinsive interview,

“My daddy, Jim Slephens, said he
was putting the cows out to pasture on
our ranch about 4 am. three miles
sath of Aurora when he noliced a ci-
garxhaped auship with a white Lght
pasa gver.”

“It was very low and just went
straight ahead untll it crashed at a
well site on a high bl on Judge J. S.
Proctor's farm. He gaid there seemed
o be an explosion and a fire that Lt
up the sky for severnl mirvuten.

next day my fathet rode a
horse into Aurows to look at the scene
and said it looked like a Trmse of tormn

.meetal and burned rubble,

Stephens, who still ranches actively,
had deciined to discuss until Saturday
the crash even with close friends, re-
porters or UFO imestlgatars during
the threc monihs they bave been sech-
ing details to veniy the crash.

He said he nad tived all his lifein
the quiet salley where he was born
and *just didn't want to get involved.”

“I have nothing to say,” he had re-
peatedly told questioners since March.

His story, however, varied from
published reparts printed in Dallas and
Fct Worth papers after the ballybooed
ined m The story by correspondent
E E Hasden said the UFO pilot's dis-
rw nbeied liedy was 1econered from
tr crazh ond gnen 1 “Christian burial
it Aurora G n.tr‘u

* My lather dedn’t racbuon any oceu-
pants i the auship,” he said. “Of
course he didn't get to the site unbl
the next day and by that time 1f there

. were some ciewmien they would have

been buned.

“Thesc might hase been two or
three as far a3 | know. All he mem-
tioned was the debri i the bumed

2]
phens  disputes  ¢lwua~ by UFQ
im o~ lors  that the UFO reportedly

crashed into Judge Proctor's windmill
and exploded.

“1¢ wasn't a wandmill,” he said. "It
was a wooden windlass budt over the
well aboint 18 feet high used to haul up
the sump. But 1t was destroyed

Siephen's father apparently was the
only eyewitness 1o the highly publi-
cized UFQ crash. He sald there had
been numerous reports of so called
‘airships” in the Aurora-Rhome-New-
ark area of Wise County i North Tex-
as during that period.

Investigators for The Midwest UFO
Network (MUFON) and International
UFQ Bureau and Times Herald report-
ers hive been guestiomng Aurora resi-
dents and digging around the well on
property now owned hy Brawley Oates
for pieces of unidentifiable metal wreck-
age wilhout much success.

Wednesday Fred N. Kelley, a scien-
tific Texas treasure hunter and lost
metal locator from Corpus Christ, vis-

. lted the site with highly sophisticated
* metal detectors and.anearthed about 12

pieces of lghtweight wmeta! which he
said, ‘1 can't idmtlly as any meinl
i've ever scen -trk*¥'ve been in the
business 25 yeadg, @ ‘- -

Times Heruﬁ‘ reparters also re-
covered some M the same type of
, fragments Satdray. They will be ana-
Iyzed 1o qjle ine theie origin. They
resemble no ‘knomn metal and were
dug out 'gf the well when it was
cleaned i 199 .by Aurora Town mar-
shal H. R. Idel!

Worldng nnﬂependonﬂ ¥, 1epmiers
and UFQ dnves igators locs’el a re.
mote grave in the Aurora Cemctery in
which they bfie e the UFO pilot
might have been-butied.

Both Hayden Heses of the ILFOB
and tieasure hujlt';-r Kelley <oud their
mrtal  detedlms  reflected the ~ame
Iype of synat Irom the grave they
were receiving at the crash sie by the
well

“We are mere comanced than ever
that 2 UFOQ crashed hrre .l the pilot
was julled and burled in this come-
tery,” Hewes smid Saturday. "Our at.
tarneys are already checking to Tearn
how we might have the body ex-
huymed.”

(MMT UED DR
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Spaceman im Texas?

By HERM NATHAN

S.E. Hayden filed 86 years ago a
newspaper report that a cigar-shaped
spaceship smacked into a Aurora
{(Wise County), Texas, windmill.
Hayden, chronicling the illstarred
trekker from outer space for Daflas and
Fort Worth newspapers on April 18,
1897, wrote:

“The airship which had been seen
previously was sighted over Aurora
early on the morning of the fatal crash
(April 17) travelling a much lower
attitude and only about 10 to 12 mph,

“In the north part of town, it collided
with Judge J.S. Proctor's windmill and
went to pieces with a tremendous
explosion. Parts scattered over acres
of ground. The windmill, a watering
trough and the judge’'s flower garden
ware destroyed.”’

Hayden reported that the men who
ventured onto the scene saw the pilot,
‘a litle man® who appeared to be the
lone occupant. Hayden went into great
detail in his account of the adventures
of the otherwise - undocumented alien:

“T.J. Weems, U.5. Signal Service
officer at this place and an authority on

astronomy, gave it as his opinion that
the pilot was a native from the planet
mars. Papers were found on this
person .. evidently a record of his
travels .. and are written n some
unknown herroglyphics and cannot be
deciphered’ The ship was too badly
wrecked to form conclusions as to its
construction or molive power,

*The town is tull of people today who
are viewing the wreck and gathering
specimens of strange metal from the
debris. The pilofs funeral will take
place tomorrow. The story traveled
around the world ... and it is
resurrected every so often. You can
find straight - faced recounting of it in
most UFO publications,

Adding some credibility is the Texas *

Historical Commission Marker erected
in 1976, commemorating it as ‘legend’,
not fact,

Wise County historian Etta Pegues
believe that lhe story began not in
Mars, but in the mind of Hayden.

Today Aurora’s population is 376,
but it was once a thriving town, its
wealth revolved around cotton.
Hayden made his living as cotton
buyer.. Aurora then claimed two
lawyers, one undertaker, a brass band,
three cotion gins and a couple of

hotels.

Hayden, in addition to writing for the
big Dallas newspapers, was something
of a luminary with his local columns.
Mrs. Pegues believes-based on
reading his other literary efiorts,
particulary his poetry-that Hayden was
quite an egoist.

In the 1890's, bad things started
happening in aurcra and this may
explain about Hayden reporting about
the man from outer space.

Overplanting of cotton had depleted
the land and erosion carried away the
topsoil, Then boll weevils invaded
Wise Counly in great, decimaling
armies. Times were getting hard. The
sought-after rairoad went bankrupt
and a fire burned down the west end of
town. All these events played havoc
with the town's economy and with
Hayden's tivelihood,

Hundreds of graves there were filled
by an 1890's epidemlc of what they
called ‘spotted fever.’ it may have, in
fact, been’ meningistis. The residents
didn't know the cause; many of them
blamed the water supply. Hayden's
wife and two sdns died of 'spotted
tever, )

Another of Hayden's sons was
blinded by the disease; yet another

— —_

was left crippled.

Boll weevil, fire, disease, railroad
tailure ... one by one, Aurora residents
were giving in, loading their belongings
and heading out.

As a modern writer may put it,' not
even a Martian would be caught dead
in Aurorain 1897,

But in April of that year, statewide
newspapers began printing eerie
dispaiches now believed to be the
work of practicakjoking railroad men
with access to the telegraph. From all
parts of texas .. Forney, Mansfield,
Whitney, Tioga, Waxahachie, Denison,
Beaumont and Garland .. came reports
of a ‘'mysterious flying object seen in
the sky.

During this disastrous penod in
Hayden's life and Aurora, he then
wrote the story that he may have
thought would put Aurora back on the
map ... about a spaceman, and a
windmill and Weems, ‘U.S. signal
Service officer, an authority on
astronomy‘ and his opinions of the
‘little man’s’ Martian origins,

Mrs. Pegues finds many factual
holes in Hayden's story. She has been
unable to find any survivor of thal era
who ever saw Proctors properly
adorned with a windmill. and Weems
did exist but he was only the village
blacksrnith .



Local legend says a spaceman is buried here, in the Aurora,
SUeT giagrert favsaaa eanblitloanegs oo
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Texas, cemetery.

1

) Hayden's newspaper story-did not

" succeed drawing the citizens back.

in 1966, someone stumbled across
an ancient clipping of Hayden' s
account and sent it to a Dallas
newspaper columnist known for his
humor, Again the tale of the stogie-
shaped object was flying once again. ¢

Excitement ran high when bits of
‘strange metal’ were found in Aurora,
untit an expert examined them and
pronocunced them to be an alloy
frgquenlly used in the 19203 for stove
lids.

Interest peaked again in the mid-
1970s, fanned by dihgent mediawa
coverage of quotable UFO groups,
which descended with more 'in-
vestigations.' .

By day, curiousity-seekers carne into
town and clever entrepreneurs sold
them pieces of rusted lin cans and
other aged alloys, telling them they
were Piaces of the True Spaceship

Reporters harried the  older
residents, some of them in rest homes,
for  ‘memoirs’ concerning  the
spaceship.

By night, vandals stole or defaced
tombstones until cemetery-association
members began nightlong vigils to
ward off lrespassers and to prevent
exhumation. .

Then the, UFO groups losl interest.
newsmen found other stories to cover.

Though rumor and tradition keeps
the spaceman tale alive in Aurora,
nobodyn seems to be unable 1o pin-
point the site of the grave with any
precision,
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AURORA, Texas (NEA) —
There's almost nothing to do
in this ‘north Texas farm
community. The nearest city
is Dallas, 45 miles to the East,
and the nearest beach is on
the Gulf Coast, down towards

,“ Mexico. The only business in

town is a gervice station —
and 1t's not open much
anymore,

Yet each summer, when
Americans are touched by
warm weather wanderlust,
hundreds of tourists motor
into Aurora. They bring their
sun glasses, their cameras

—and their walking shorts, and
they stay for a few hours, or a—~No one-in -Anroraapald.al- _yemdmts say the marker was
the sighting "not really handimade; -

few days, prowlhng roads and
observing natives as if it were
Tampico.

They aren't looking for a
.good, lime, however.

They are looking for thé
man from outer space.

The tourists in Aurora are
UFO watchers, They believe
this wide spot In the road is a
shrine to their convictions.
Many years ago, they say, &
great space ship fell from the
sky and crashed here; the
pilot of the craft was sup-
posed to have been killed and
then buried for the ages in
this place.

The tourists, then, come to
find the body, or what's left of
it. They search the reported
crash site, on a hill begind the
gas station, and they study
the grave markers at
Aurora’s small cemnetery. If
even a bit of bone can be
found, they say, it will change
the course of human thought.

A bit of bone? Most locals
sricker up their sleeves at the
visitors. The opinion among
townsiolk iz that the story of

The hunt for

spaceman continues

the dead spaceman is a hoax.
At the same time, residents
admit the hoax is founded on
a vague fact; records in-
dicate that something of this
sort may indeed have hap-
pened here,

The year was 18%7. And
though the first Mught of the
Wright brothers was still
eight years away, people
across America were sighting
propelled objects in the sky.
For example, several Texans
reported seeing a cigar-
shaped vehicle, lighter than
air, cruising low over cowboy *
country.

tention to
reports. This was & bustling
region at the time, growing
with the nation, and there was
Iitile pause for nonsense.
Then, on April 9 of that year,
reportedly at 6 a.m., a UFCG
allegedly slipped from the
heavens and exploded in the
muddle of town,

The record of the occasion
was compiled by a Dallas
newspaper correspondent
named F.E. Hayden. He
apparently got most of his
information from Aurora
resident T.J. Weems. The
latter told the former that the
crash was ohserved and
verified by nwmerous early
risers in the community.

Hayden wrote that the UFO
was a 3space craft, and
smashed into property
belonging to J.S. Proctor, a
judge. He quoted Weems as
saying the explosion lit up the
morning sky, and left debris
over three ares. Weems
added there was a body
among the debris, and it wos
“not...of this world.”

. more extraterrestrial than a§

The body was thought 1o be
the ship's pilot. It was
identified as being dressed in
a blue uniform, not unlike a
sailor suit. ' Weems told
Hayden the corpse was badly
mangled, but, happily, ‘“The
men of the community
gathered it up, and it was
given a Christian burial in the
Aurora cemetery.”

The grave is said to have
been small and round. It is
also sald to have been
distinguished with a hand-
made stone which was in-
scribed with a drawing of a
, tigar-shaped object, Aurora

that the inscription closely
resembled the scrape of a
Plow.

The residents concede thei
crash of 1897 prohably oc-
curred. But that's as much
credence as they'll allow the
story of the dead spaceman.
They believe the town was hit}
by a meteorite, and Weems;
and Hayden embellished the
moment; they say Hayden
wad a wellknown writer of
satirical fiction. s

This local opinfon was
bulwarked a few years ago by
Dr. Alfred Krause, a Texas
researcher; he dug at the
crash site and found nothing

1932 license plate. As for the
spaceman’s grave, it's ‘of-)
ficially"” occupied by an
itinerant named Carr who
died of yellow fever,

True believers have their
own side of it, of course. For;
one thing, some visitors have'
reported finding ‘‘odd
metals' at the crash site. One
piece of metal j_was'

body of

T A A
- i

aluminum, and the oddity is
that it was said to be buried
too deeply to be of modern
origin. Alaminum was not in
common use in 1897,

The spaceman theory is
supported by the only man in
Aurora who personally
remembers the crash.
Charles Stevens was just a
child then, but he says his
father saw something fall into
Judge Proctor's property;
and, he adds, “There might
have been two or three

SLA3L

spacemen,] don’t know.”
It’s unlikely that anyone

will ever know the truth. The

spaceman'’s gravestone was!

and—olen_years ago, and the,

grave itself has been erroded?
and lost. Rest in peace,

whoever you are.
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AURORA, Texag (NEA) — There’s almost nothing ;
to do in this nerth Texas farm community.
! The nearest city is Dallas, 45 miles to the east, and
the nearest beach is on the Guif Coast, down towards
Mexico. The only business in town is a service station
— and it’s not open much any more

Yet each summer, when Americans are touched by.
fyarm weather wanderlust, hundreds of tourists motor
o Aurora. They bring their supglasses, their
gmeras and their walking shorts, and they stay for a
ew hours, or a few days, prowling roads. and
ghserving natives as if it were Tampico.

k They aren’t looking for a good time, however.
3 They are looking for the man from outer space.

¥ The tourists in Aurera are UFO watchers. They
Bbelieve this wide spot in the road is a shrine to their
pgconvictions.

Many years ago, they say, a great space ship fell

from the sky and crashed here; the pilot of the, crait 1
was supposed to have been killed and then buried for
the ages in this place

The tourists, then, come to find the body, or what's
left of it They search the reported crash site, on a hill
behind the gas station, and they study the grave
markers at Aurora’s small cemetery.

If even a bit of bone can be found, they say, it will
change the course of hurnan thought.

A bit of bone? Most locals smcker up their sleeves at
the visitors. The opinion among townsfolk 1s that the §
story of the dead spaceman is a hoax At the same}¥
time, residents admit the hoax is founded on a vague
fact; records indicate that something of that sort may
indeed have happened here.

The year was 1887, And though the first flight of thg
Wright brothers was still eight years away, peopleji
across America were sighting propelled objects in thelks
shy.

For example, several Texans reported seeing o
cigar-shaped vehicle, lighter than air, cruising log
over cowboy country. i

No one in Aurora paid attention to the sighting
reports. Then, on April 9 of that year, reporiedly at 6
a.m., a UFO allegediy slipped from the heavens and
exploded in the middle of town.

The record of the occasion was compiled by a Dallas
newspaper correspondent named F.E. Hayden. He
apparently got most of his information from Aurora
residentTJ W

\The cemetery at Auj
Sgacemanisreputed

x

F - Additionally, the. spaceman theory -is suppérted-by »

ems. . . .-

THe latler l%l?'tlfe" ‘former that the crash was
observed and verified by numerous early risers in the
community

Hayden wrote that the UFO was a space craft, and
smashed into property belonging to J 8. Proctor, a
judge. He quoted Weems as saying the explosion lit up
the morning sky, and left debris over three acres.

Weems-added there was-a body ameng the debris,
and it was ““not.. . . of this world."’

The body was thought to be the ship’s pilot. It was
identified as being dressed in a blue umform, not
unlike a sailor suit. Weerms told Hayden the corpse
was badly mangled, but, happily, “‘the men of the,
communpity’ gathered it up, and it was given a
Christian burial in the Aurora cemetery.”

The grave is said to have been small and round Ii1s
also said to have been distinguished with a hand-made
stone which was inscribed with a drawing of a cigar-
shaped object.  _

A ufoTa résidents say the marker was not really
hafidmade, and that the inscription closely resembled
the scrape of a plow.

The residenis concede the crash of 1897 probably
occurréd But that's as much credence as they’ll allow
the story of the dead spaceman. They believe the town
was hit by a meteorite, and Weems and Hayden
embellished the moment; they say Hayden was a well-
known writer of satirical fiction. |
acal opinion was bulwarked a few years ago by

- ause, a Texas researcher; he dug at the
d found nothing more extraterrestrial
ence plate.

i spaceman's grave, it's “officially”
occupied By an itinerant named Carr, who died of
yellow fever. .

True believers have their own side of it, of course.
For one thing, some visitors have reported finding
*add metals’ at the crash site. One piece of metal was
aluminum, and the oddity is that it was said to be
buried too deeply to be of modern origin. Aluminum
w;as not in common use in 1897

the only man in Aurora who personally remembers
the erash Charles Stevens was just a child then, but
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AURORA, Texas (NEA} -
irere’s almost nothing to do
12 this north Texas farm
coramuntty. The nearest
iy is 2allas, 45 mules to the
wast, And the nearest beach
= on the Gulf Coast, down

s#rds Mavv e The only

IESS IR L0V Y 1% A Sorvice
~sbon-— and it's not open
“eh anymaore.

Yet each summer, when
“mericans are touched by
<zrm weather wanderlust,
“_adreds of tourists motor -
w0 Aurora, They bring
5.7 sun glasses, their cam-
#rzs and their walking
3%00is, and they stay for a
W hours, or a few Jays,
~*&wling roads aid observ-

g natrves as if 1t were
ETHDICO.

"Thex aren't loodung for a
~Z time. however,
“hey are lookicg for the
== Irom outer space, -
L& tourisiz in Aurora are
O watchers They beheve
3ozt i theroadasa.,
il .+ snpvictions.
. ars.:c they say, a
space - i fell from
s&y and crashed here;
elot of the craft was

supposed to have been killed
and then buried for the ages
in this place. . i} -

The tourists, then, come to
find the body, or what's left
of it. They search the re-
potted crash site, on a hill
behind the gas station, and
they study the grave mark-
ers at Aurora’s small ceme-
tery. If even a bit of bone can
be found, they say, it will
thange the course of human
thought,

A bit of bone? Most locals
shicker up their sleeves at
the visitors. The opinion
among townsfolk is that the
story of the dead spaceman
is a hoax. At the same lime,
residents admit the hoax is
founded on a vague fact;
records indicate that some-
thing of this sort may indeed
have happened here.

The year was 1897. And
though the first flight of the
Weight prothers was stﬁE
eight years away, people
across America were sight-
ing propelled objects in the
sky. For example, several
Texans reported seeing a
cigar-shaped vehicle, hghter
than_nir, cruicing.lewv svem
cawboy country.

No one in Aurora paid
attention lo the sighting
reports. This was a bustling -
region at the time, growing
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with the nation, and there
was little pause for non-
sense. Then, on Anril 9 of
that year, reportedly at 6
am., a UFO allegedly
slipped from the heavens
and exploded in the middle
of town.

The record of the occasion
was compiled b Fa Da'lag
newspaper correspondent
named F.E. Hayden. He ap-
parently got most of his
information from Aurora
resident T.J. Weems. The
latter told the former that
the crash was observed and
verified by numerous early_
risers in the community.

" Hayden wrole that the
UFO was a space craft, and -
smashed into property be-
longing to J.S. Proctor, a
judge. He quoted Weems as
saying the explosion It up
the morning sky, and Jeft
debris over three acres.

+ Fleemca. Ided there was a

bedy among the debris, and
it was “'‘not...of this world."
The body was thought to
‘be the ship's pllot. It was
Jdentufied as being dressed
in a blue uniform, not unhke
—y—sanor S C™Werrhsrg1d
Hayden the corpse was
,badly mangled, but, happily,
."The men of the conununity
gathered it up, and it was
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UFO watchers cosider Anrora
a shrine to their convietions.
According te publisked reports
at the time, a spaceship

. allegedly crashed in the m(date
of town at 6 am on Aprit §,
1897. There was a body among
the debris. Townusfolk burfed It
in the town’s small cemetery.

Yo.

'given a Christian burial in

ora cemetery.”
B tave 15 said to have

been small and round. It is
also said to have been distin-
guished with a hand-made
stone which was inseribed
with a.drawing of a cigar-
shaped object. Aurora resi-
degte cay the marker was
R vcally handmade, and

that the inscription closely
resembled the scrape of a
plow,

The residents concede the
erash of 1897 probably
occurred, But that’'s as
much credence as they'll
allow the story of the dead
spaceman. They believe the
town was hit by a meteorite,
and Weems and Hayden emn-
beltished the moment; they
say Hayden was a weli-

own writer of satirical
fiction.

This local opinion was
bulwarked a few years ago
by L.. Alfred Krause, a
Texas researcher; he dug at
the crash site and found
nothing more ertraterres-
trial than a 1932 license
plate. As for the spaceman’s

grave, it's “officially’ occvs.

bt

pled Oy an itinerant named
Carr who died of yellow
fever.

True believers have their
own side of it, of course. For
one thing, some visitors
have reported finding *‘odd
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metals” at the crash site.
One piece of metal was alu-
minum, and the oddity is
that it was said to be buried
too deeply to be of modern
origin, Alunmunum was not in
comméon use in 1897,
Additionally, the space-
man theory 15 supported by
the only man in Aurora who
personally remembers the
crash. Charles Stevens was
Just a child then, but he .'..f,'s
his father saw something
fall into Judge Proctor's
property; and, he adds,
"“There might have been two
or three spacemen, I don’t
know.”
~No_one_kncws...Aad iy «
unlikely that anyone ever
will. The spaceman'’s grave-
stone was stolen years ago,
and the grave itself has been
erroded and lost. Rest In
peace, whoever you are,
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