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NGO CHALLENGE TO THE ASIA PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP ON CLEAN DEVELOPMENT
AND CLIMATE

BACKGROUND

In July 2005 the Governments of the United States, India, China, The Republic of Korea,
Australia and Japan announced a new compact (the Asia Pacific Partnership on Clean
Development and Climate) to promote technology deployment and transfer.

Australia has positioned the Partnership as an alternative to Kyoto. However, China, India,
Japan and The Republic of Korea are Parties to the Kyoto Protocol and remain committed to
advancing efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through this global agreement. This is
evidenced by the results of the first meeting of the Kyoto Protocol in 2005.

The United States and Australia claim the Asia Pacific Climate Pact will lead to a reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions, however by 2010 Australia and the US energy emissions are
projected to increase by around 40% of their 1990 levels.  Voluntary agreements have been
tried before and have failed to affect significant change.



Without targets, timetables nor market based incentives to encourage the deployment of
already developed clean energy technologies the Asia Pacific Partnership on Clean
Development and Climate is an empty and meaningless shell that will not help us avoid
dangerous climate change.  

The Kyoto Protocol has been ratified by all countries in the Asia Pacific Pact, except for the
United States and Australia.  The Kyoto Protocol includes effective mechanisms to drive the
transfer of technology by establishing greenhouse pollution reduction targets, creating
emissions trading and encouraging developed countries to undertake projects in developing
countries (through the Clean Development Mechanism).  The Kyoto Protocol creates a market,
and hence an incentive based system to encourage technology transfer.  The Asia Pacific Pact
does not have any of these elements. 

A GENUINE PACT FOR GENUINE PROGRESS

In the lead-up to the inaugural meeting of the Asia Pacific Climate Pact in January 2006 
environment groups representing the people of the United States of America, India, China, the
Republic of Korea, Australia and Japan call on all members of the Asia Pacific Pact to ensure:

• All countries represented within the Pact actively participate in post 2012 negotiations
within the Kyoto Protocol to meet positive environmental outcomes that include deeper
targets for the reduction in greenhouse pollution from developed countries and
decarbonisation contributions from developing countries, coupled with global trading
mechanisms. 

• The Pact recognises the Kyoto Protocol as the genuine comprehensive, multilateral
framework for action on climate change and ensures that additional agreements
complement the Protocol.

• That effective mechanisms to drive the adoption of technology are at the heart of this
technology transfer agreement and that it includes measurable goals to rapidly increase
the commercialization of clean technology such as renewable energy and energy
efficiency. 

• The Asia Pacific Partnership for Clean Development and Climate becomes an initiative
that will robustly address climate change:  incorporating mechanisms to drive the
adoption of technology, developed in an open and transparent manner with the full
involvement of stakeholders, not covertly behind closed doors.

• The United States and Australia ratify the Kyoto Protocol and, along with Japan, meet
their first commitment period targets. 

Environment groups strongly support the adoption of effective mechanisms that assist in the
deployment and transfer of technology from developed to developing countries.  Financial
mechanisms that make renewable energy and energy efficiency in particular more affordable
should be a major focus. 

We note that there is already a wide range of commercially viable technologies (such as wind
power, solar power and sustainable biomass) that can be deployed immediately.  These
technologies are tested and proven, and simply require incentives for wider deployment.
Developed countries that are sincere in their wish to mitigate greenhouse gases and assist in
development will focus their efforts on establishing effective mechanisms to transfer these
proven technologies.  If the final agreement focuses primarily on nuclear and coal technologies,
including Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) which is as yet unproven and not commercially
available, the Partnership will have failed in its task of finding genuine solutions to the climate
crisis. 

Although technology development plays a key role in tackling climate change, environment
groups believe that this alone will not achieve deep cuts in greenhouse gas emissions. A
multilateral agreement with binding commitments (differentiated to ensure equity/development
outcomes) is essential. We also note that there are existing multilateral mechanisms within the
Kyoto Protocol that have been designed to effectively support technology transfer (the Clean



Development Mechanism and Joint Implementation) and call upon Kyoto Governments to work
within these mechanisms and to focus their efforts on strengthening these mechanisms. 

We believe in the principle of common but differentiated responsibility set out in the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. We also note that some developing
countries are taking a leading role in setting ambitious targets for renewable energy, such as
China, which has commited to 15% of its energy being met by renewables by 2020.

Specifically, we urge countries in the Partnership to include the following elements in their final
communiqué:

1) Targets and timetables for timely absolute reductions of GHGs by the developed
countries in order to create the headroom for China, India and the rest of the developing
world to grow their economies sustainably;

2) Financial mechanisms for transferring funds to China, India and Republic of Korea to
fund the incremental costs of adopting a low-emissions path to economic development
through renewable energy and energy efficiency; 

3) Concrete initiatives with funding to deploy a wide range of existing and new clean
energy technologies in order to achieve large scale reductions in greenhouse pollution;

4) An action plan to overcome five key barriers to technology transfer:
- Technology needs & needs assessments 
- Technology information 
- Enabling environments 
- Capacity building 
- Mechanisms for technology transfer 

For further information on this statement:

Greenpeace International
has offices in the Asia Pacific Partnership countries of Australia, China, India, Japan, USA
primary contact: 
Catherine Fitzpatrick
Energy Campaign Team Leader
+61 (0)408 487 155

WWF International
has offices in the Asia Pacific Partnership countries of Australia, China, India, Japan, USA
primary contacts:
Jennifer Morgan 
Director Climate Programme, WWF International 
Berlin, Germany 
+49 1622914451 

Jacqueline MacArthur, 
Communications Manager, WWF Australia 
Sydney, Australia 
+61 408626780

Climate Action Network Australia
Julie-Anne Richards
Coordinator
+61 (0)407 227 633 



Australian Conservation Foundation
Don Henry
Executive Director 
+61 (0)3 9345 1175 

Australian Student Environment Network
Anna Rose, 
National Convenor
+61 (0)410 375 755

Friends of the Earth, Australia
Stephanie Long 
+61 (0)2 6680 3337 
+61 (0)414 136 461 

The Wilderness Society, Australia
Noel Ryan
Climate Change Policy Analyst
+61 (0)425 344 746 

Kiko Network, Japan
Kimiko Hirata
Director, Tokyo Office
+81 3 3263 9210

Friends of the Earth, Japan
Yuri Onodera
+81 90 6504 9494

Institute for Sustainable Energy Policies
Mika Ohbayashi
Director
+81-3-5318-3331

Korean Federation for Environmental Movements
Junkwan Ahn
KFEM Climate Change Campaigner
+82 2 735 7000
+82 18 241 2322 (direct)

Citizens' Movement for Environmental Justice, Korea
Jinwoo Lee
+82 2 743 4747

US Climate Action Network
Gary Cook
Network Director
+1 202 513 6274

National Environmental Trust, USA 
John Stanton
Global Warming Campaign Director
+1 202 887 8800 

Sierra Club
Stephen Mills
Director, International Programs
+1 202 675 6691

Union of Concerned Scientists, USA
Alden Meyer
Director of Strategy and Policy
+ 1 202 223 6133 Ext. 5442


