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Question? What are your thoughts of the recent article in Golf Course Management

concerning potential problems with using ‘ultradwarf’ bermudagrass on greens?

Answer.
The article [69(4):49-54] revealed some interesting observations across the deep South on

these grasses. To no one’s surprise, these grasses quickly become thatch prone. Due to their
relatively slow and low growth rate and habit, several problems could be anticipated and this
article covered several.

The first problem, spring dead spot, is known to be more severe on heavily thatched turf.
Examples of other thatch associated diseases include necrotic ring spot on Kentucky bluegrass,
take-all patch of bentgrass, and centipedegrass decline. We have seen spring dead spot in our
ultradwarf bermudagrass research green during its second year. Obviously the first means of
controlling or preventing SDS is to be aggressive in thatch management. Secondly, as not
covered by the article, the best chemical means of spring dead spot control is with fenarimol
(Rubigan). Rubigan is used on many courses for annual bluegrass (Poa annua) control.
Therefore, if you plant one of the ultradwarf bermudagrasses, maintain an aggressive thatch
control schedule and consider using fenarimol for spring dead spot and preemergence Poa control.

Two other diseases reported by the article included anthracnose and curvularia blight.
These diseases rarely attack bermudagrass when it is actively growing. However, when turf
growth slows, they can become weakly pathogenic. This also occurs to bentgrass when its
growth slows or stops during summer stress. Dollar spot and‘Helminthosporium’ leaf spot also
attack slow growing bermudagrass, especially in fall and early spring months. Since it appears the
ultradwarf bermudagrasses require significantly less nitrogen to maintain a desirable turf cover,
one could naturally anticipate some shift in disease occurrence. These diseases can easily be
“controlled” with supplemental nitrogen, or in rare cases, the use of fungicides.

Many of these problems are most noticeable during the dog days of late summer when it is
hot, humid, and extensive cloud coverage often occurs. The reduced sunlight from the cloudy
weather along with the naturally shorter days of this time combine to stress or weaken the
bermudagrass to the point that these normally weak pathogens may indeed become problems.
However, besides possibly thinning the grass slightly or turning them off-colored, these diseases
are rarely lethal to the bermudagrass. The major exception is bermudagrass decline. This disease
is most pronounced during late summer when less sunlight reaches the grass. Gaeumannomyces

and normal weakly pathogenic strains of Pythium species become active, causing thinning of the
bermudagrass. Raising the mowing height slightly is the best means of control as this allows more
leaf area for photosynthesis during these reduced sunlight times. This is a problem most
noticeable in tropical areas such as south Florida and along the Gulf coast.



Overall, I would not let these ‘new’ problems prevent me from using a new ultradwarf
bermudagrass. No grass is perfect, so just beware of these and plan certain management practices
to prevent or counteract their occurrence.
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