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David Bushnell deploys first American
submersible in combat (Turtle)

American
Revolution

War of
1812

Mexican
War

Spanish American
War

American
Civil War

World War II Cold WarKorean War

USS Holland (SS-1) commissioned.

First U.S. diesel-electric submarine
(Skipjack/E-1, SS-24)

Early Harbor/Coast Defense Submarines

S-1 (SS-105)
Fleet/Patrol Submarines

T-1/Schley (SS-52)
V-7/Dolphin (SS-169)

GUPPY/Fleet Snorkel Conversions

Fast Attack Subs

Nuclear Attack Submarines

Tang (SS-563)

Skipjack (SSN-585)
Sturgeon (SSN-637)

Nautilus (SSN-571) Thresher (SSN-593) Los Angeles (SSN-688)

Virginia ( S S N - 7 7 4 ) ( p ro j e c t e d )

Seawolf (SSN-21)

V-4 /Argonaut (SS-166)

Guided Missile Subs

Ballistic Missile Subs

Lafayette (SSBN-616)Ethan Allen (SSBN-608)

George Washington ( S S B N - 5 9 8 )

Trident Ballistic Missile Submarines

Ohio (SSBN-726)

K - 1 / Barracuda ( S S K - 1 )

X-1 (Midget Sub)

Dolphin (AGSS-555)

N R - 1 ( Su b m e r s i b l e )Holland (SS-1)

Vietnam War

Simon Lake’s first sub commissioned
(Seal/G-1, SS-19 1/2)

First warship sunk by a submarine (USS
Housatonic sunk by CSS Hunley)

U.S. enters World War I, begins first
offensive submarine operations

Germany deploys the snorkel
(U-264)

Germany introduces 
the fast submarine 

(Type 21) 

First submerged firing of
Polaris ballistic missiles (George

Washington, SSBN-598)

Poseidon (C-3) ballistic
missile deployed

Trident (C-4) ballistic
missile deployed

Persian Gulf War

1750

Intelligent Whale (not accepted)

Plunger (not accepted)

Research/Experimental/Misc.

Short-range submarines

Long-range submarines

Strategic submarines

Tomahawk Submarine-Launched
Cruise Missile deployed

Vertical Launching
System deployed

Grayback (SSG-574)

SSKs

Radar Pickets

Sailfish (SSR-572)

Mark 48 torpedo
deployed

O-1 (SS-62)

Gato (SS-212)

Tunny (SS-282)

S Boats

Robert Fulton demonstrates
his submarine (Nautilus)

1800

Japan attacks Pearl Harbor; U.S. begins
submarine campaign in the Pacific

First all-welded submarine
(Pike, SS-173)

First air-conditioning on
U.S. submarine

(Cuttlefish/N-9, SS-171)

Triton (SSRN-586)

Nuclear propulsion introduced
(Nautilus, SSN-571)

H.G. Rickover becomes head
of Nuclear Power Branch

Simon Lake builds his first
submarine (Argonaut I)

SUBROC nuclear ASW
rocket operationalWilliam “Red” Raborn becomes

Director of Special Projects Office
(Polaris Program)

First under-ice crossing of the
North Pole (Nautilus, SSN-71)

Teardrop hull introduced
(Albacore, AGSS-569)

John Holland builds his first
full-sized sub (Fenian Ram)

U.S. Naval Torpedo Station unsuccessfully
tests first “Fish Torpedo”

Sinking of S-4 (SS-109) leads to the
adoption of the McCann rescue chamber

Squalus (SS-192) sinks;
thirty- three of crew are

rescued using the McCann
Rescue ChamberCharles “Swede” Momsen

develops the “Momsen Lung”

KEY

World War I Cold War

= New construction = Period of service

Pioneering SubmarinesSubmarine Pioneers

Robert Whitehead invents
“automobile torpedo”

U.S. Navy tests first 
magnetic torpedo exploder

Admiral Charles Lockwood
becomes COMSUBPAC

Trident (D-5) missile
deployed

Robert Fulton

John Holland

Simon Lake

VADM Charles Lockwood

ADM Hyman G. Rickover

ADM William F. Raborn

Turtle

Hunley

Holland
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Virginia

Al b a c o re ( AG S S - 5 6 9 )


