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Abbot Alexander of Telese

The Deeds Done By King Roger of Sicily
Preface
Alexander, unworthy Abbot of the monastery of Telese, greets all those believing in Christ. I think that it is not unsuitable if things once done are recorded in writing for posterity. For it is acknowledged that there is much in them that it is desirable either to imitate or to avoid. Even acts of war, although they are recognised not to be good things will nevertheless be written down since these acts in some ways suggest, indeed order, that they should [in future] be avoided. and that the bond of peace be strong in us, because it is much more desirable and should not easily be dissolved. I ought not to be blamed if I, a monk, have brought to the notice of posterity by my pen warlike deeds which have happened in modern times, since even in old and holy histories many similar stories are told of Saul and David and other kings. These are allowed to be read in every Church throughout the world for the profit of those listening. I have therefore preferred from time to time to turn away from the cares of monks without any  sin rather than that these deeds be suppressed in pointless silence and remain utterly without fruit. Indeed, it was the continued request of Countess Matilda, sister of King Roger and wife of Count Rainulf that led me to finish this little work. Even though at first I wanted to escape her petition because of the rules of my order, afterwards I regretted not having accepted her request. For I thought that what had been asked by her would undoubtedly not lack advantage for future centuries. Now therefore the deeds of the said king are taken up to be written down to be remembered for ever; first of all the deeds he did as a child, then those that followed his status as Count of Sicily. Through these acts he reached the high title of Duke, and then the dignity of King. [I shall describe] the extent to which his power was outstanding in the days of our own century, and with how much terror he controlled all the provinces from Sicily as far as Rome, grinding them down in a short time. Only a select summary of this can be put forward in this volume. This man's virtue was outstanding, even if it was shown in bringing so many territories under his control. Nevertheless, in order that the iniquity which greatly overflowed in many people might be brought to an end, it had to be ground down by the whip of this man according to the secret judgement of God. For just as the great sin of the Lombards was once overcome by the violence of the Normans when they came, according to God's plan or at least with God's permission, in the same way today it is also certain that it was given, or at least permitted, to Roger by Heaven to coerce the immense malice of these regions by means of his sword. For what sin was not exercised among these people? Having thrown away all fear [of God] they did not hesitate to slaughter men, steal, commit sacrilege, adultery, perjury, even the oppression of churches and monasteries, contempt for men of God and many things similar to these. Some pilgrims travelling on God's behalf were robbed, others indeed, instead of having their property stolen, were assassinated in distant places. God, greatly offended by these crimes, drew Roger from the sheath of the province of Sicily, so that holding him in His hand as though a sharp sword He might repress those who had committed these crimes, stabbing them by means of Roger, that those whom He had long considered incorrigible should be frightened by fear of Roger and brought back to the path of justice. Having said these few things in my preface now we shall go to the beginning of my story. 
Book I
(l)
Duke William of Apulia, taken by death, passed from human affairs. He had been the grandson of the mighty Duke Robert Guiscard, the son of the latter's son Roger who had succeeded him and been the second to undertake the ducal office. After this, however, the above-mentioned province and the other regions round about were in the grip of great travail since they were left without the guidance of ducal rule. For since the duke had no legitimate child he did not on his death leave any heir lawfully to succeed him. Hence it happened that of the ducal cities such as Salerno, Troia, Melfi, Venosa and the rest, which were left without duke or lord, some were seized by someone's tyrannical ambition. Some persons who were pleasing to their eyes were able to do as they liked without hindrance. Nobody any longer feared bodily punishment, therefore everyone was more and more inclined to do evil, so that not only were travellers oppressed by fear, but that even peasants who wanted to cultivate their fields lacked peace and security. What more is there to be said? If God had not preserved a scion of the Guiscard's lineage through whom the ducal power might quickly be revived, almost the whole country, burdened with unbelievably horrible crimes, would have rushed headlong to destruction. Who this scion was shall now be made manifest. This descendant was Roger, son of Roger Count of Sicily, brother of the above-mentioned Guiscard, who at the time that these events were taking place was ruling the county of the Sicilians. I have thought it suitable to relate here, albeit briefly, who he was and what his deeds were when a boy.
(2)
He had an older brother called Simon, who on their father's death succeeded him in the lordship of this province. As the way of children, they were playing at 'coin' (nummus) which was their favourite game, and this degenerated into fighting. When they fought, each with a group of other boys whom they had gathered together, the younger, Roger, was the conqueror. As a result he mocked his brother Simon, saying; 'it would be far better that I should have the honour of ruling triumphantly after our father's death than you. However, when I shall be able to do this I shall make you a bishop or even Pope at Rome - to which you're far better suited'. And hence I believe that through these insulting words he foretold that he already intended to be truly the ruler after his father, and, as will be shown below, to extend his lands far and wide, as he was to do following his victories.

(3) 
It happened that, after both Simon and their father Roger had died, Roger the younger succeeded as heir to the county. But, since he was still of tender age and unable to rule personally, his mother Adelicia, a most prudent woman, exercised the cares of government and ruled over the county until he came of proper age. While he was still a boy living under his mother's tutelage, he was so greatly and frequently moved by piety that hardly ever did a poor man or pilgrim leave his presence without reward. When he had nothing more to give he would go in search of his mother, asking that she give to him what he would then give to the poor, and he would entreat her that whatever he himself had done, she should do more.

(4) 
When he had become a young man and been made a knight, and was thus in a position to exercise his rights as lord, he showed such activity and demonstrated such admirable firmness, ruling the whole province of Sicily so well and strongly, and exercising such terrible authority over all that no robber, thief, plunderer or other malefactor dared to stir out of his lair. He was most richly endowed with gold, silver and other goods, and this led all to hold him in the greatest awe. Not only his own people but foreignors from faraway lands feared him greatly. He conquered other islands, one of which was called Malta. It was his firm intention to occupy other islands and lands. Suddenly he was informed that Duke William had departed this life at Salerno.  He greatly lamented that he had died without his [Roger's] knowledge and without, as he had promised in his lifetime he would if he had no son, making him his heir. Hence he would brook no delay, and prepared to travel by ship, to reach Salerno as fast as possible.

(5)
When he was not far from Salerno he ordered his ships to anchor, and sent messengers to the citizens of Salerno ordering them to surrender to him; for lordship over the city belonged to him rather than to any other both by right of relationship, and because in his lifetime Duke William had conceded it to him if there should be no heir born of his wife. But to these messengers the citizens replied thus, saying that, 'we shall in no way and for no reason whatsoever submit to him, since we have suffered many ills from Duke William and his predecessors, and we fear that we should receive the same from him if he should undertake rule over us'. After these and other similar and important things had been expounded with impertinent pride, one of those who had been sent as ambassadors from the Count's side, called Sarolus, argued back fiercely against them. Soon they stirred up an attack on him, and though the unlucky man attempted to take refuge in flight he was struck down and died by the sword. 

(6) 
When these events were related to Roger, although he was greatly annoyed, he concealed his feelings because of the serious situation, and sent further messages requesting the citizens not to deny him that which he was justly entitled to have. After a long series of discussions amongst themselves about this, finally they replied in this vein: 'let the fortified citadel be conceded to us to guard, and after this we shall submit to your rule'. On hearing this, although he was much annoyed by the proposal, he agreed that they might keep the said castle for their protection, that [by doing so] he might receive the citizens' submission.

(7) 
Meanwhile Count Rainulf, who had previously married his sister Matilda, hearing that he had arrived in Salerno, and travelling fast, met him at sea at the place where he had first of all anchored. There, after long discussion, Roger requested him to render him homage. He however refused unless he should be given something by Roger for which this ought to be done. Roger then asked him what he wanted to have given to him in return for this. He then said: 'if you seek to augment your honour by receiving my homage, then in a similar way the honours of Count Roger of Ariano should be submitted to me'. On hearing this Roger received it badly, being unwilling that one equal should make submission to another. As a consequence they had a long and acrimonious dispute between them. Then Count Rainulf, filled with indignation, wanted to depart. Roger however did not want him to leave, and finally, because of his marriage to Matilda, of whom he was very fond, and because Rainulf had the reputation of great prowess, which Roger hoped would be very useful to him in the conquest of Apulia, he received his homage and in turn made the other count subordinate to him, as he had requested. Then, receiving the oath of fealty, he entered Salerno. The Amalfitans, seeing that the Salernitans had submitted to the Count's yoke, submitted similarly, retaining their fortifications [in their own hands].

(8) 
At this time Pope Honorius II ruled as Pontiff of the Roman Church. When he heard at Rome of the death of Duke William, and knowing of the intention of the Count of Sicily to take on the rule of the duchy, he lamented greatly, and left the city without delay. He travelled to Benevento and there, during the solemn celebration of the Mass, he publicly threatened him with the javelin of anathema if he should make any further effort to obtain rule over the duchy; and he extended this punishment to anyone who might join, help or advise him in this. After this had been done Count Rainulf, being badly advised, deserted him completely, and did everything in his power to hinder him and prevent him gaining the ducal throne.

(9) 
Roger was still at Salerno when he heard that the Pope was at Benevento and had launched the javelin of excommunication against him. He sent to him requesting that the Church should not hinder him from seeking to rule the duchy, an honour which was his by hereditary right; and that, as was right, he would as duke willingly be obedient to him. But hearing this, the Pope was quite unwilling to agree and no argument nor condition could move him, and once again he launched a further excommunication against him. Roger however suffered his anger patiently, and sent again and again, requesting that he be received, and not denied that which he ought to have by right. But by contrast the Pope's mind remained fixed most obstinately against him, and he absolutely refused to accede to his wish.

(l0)
After this the Pope was invited by the citizens of Troia and on their request received their homage. There all the magnates of Apulia came to him, and on his suggestion joined together with him in an alliance against Roger, not only in order to drive him from the land, but, if they could, to kill him in battle. Among them were numbered Prince Grimoald of Bari, Count Godfrey of Andria, Tancred of Conversano and Count Roger of Ariano, as well as others all of the same mind; and with them, by the Pope's encouragement and the plotting of Count Rainulf, was associated Robert, Prince of the Capuans. Without delay the Pope returned to Benevento, and after a short stay there he came back once more to Troia where he held a council of bishops. Here he once again excommunicated Roger and cast him forth from the Church, along with anybody who might consent to or assist him in the acquisition of the duchy. After doing this he withdrew to Benevento once again. Roger once more directed an embassy to him, begging him humbly to remove the sentence of anathema, to concede him the ducal dignity and to receive his service. But just as before the Pope remained fixed and unmovable, and refused to accede to the request.

(ll)
Seeing such great insolence, and realising how inflexible his mind was, Roger set sail back to Sicily; what he could not obtain by humble words he would now wrest by force of arms. When the Pope knew of his absence he returned to Rome as fast as he could so that he, along with the princes mentioned above, could raise an army against him if he should return and invade the duchy in force. I have here omitted much since, as I said in my introduction, it is my intention to narrate above all the most important and significant matters.

(12)
Roger remained in Sicily until the usual campaigning season, and then, having gathered together a huge army, crossed the Straits of Messina. Moving from there he started to besiege Torre Unfredo, quickly captured and demolished it. Then he came to Taranto, and rapidly gained possession of this through the surrender of its citizens. After this siege the terrified citizens of Otranto surrendered their city and themselves. These cities had formerly belonged to Bohemond, who had committed them and all his lands to papal tutelage when he had set out across the sea to obtain the Principality of Antioch. However, after he had been crowned Prince of that city, only a brief time had passed beforehe and his men fell victim to a surprise attack by the Turks in a place where they had thought themselves safe, and he and many others were cut down and killed. Then Roger came to Brindisi, a city belonging to Tancred, and besieged it closely for so long that the townsmen were unwilling to endure it and rendered up the city and themselves. Having done this he hastened to besiege the town of Castro, which he captured without delay. After this he went to another town called Oria, and immediately attacked it. Furthermore he also captured other castra whose names I do not recall, and must therefore be ignored.

(13)
Meanwhile Pope Honorius, knowing that the Count of the Sicilians had crossed the sea and occupied the lands of Bohemond and some of those of Tancred, returned with some three hundred knights, ordering Prince Robert, Count Rainulf and the other above-mentioned princes of Apulia to gather together as many troops as they could and to march with him against their enemy Roger who was fast approaching. Therefore Count Roger, discovering that this army was advancing to fight him, moved to the River Bradano and ordered camp to be pitched at a place called Guazzo Petrose. On the other side the Pope and his men approached so closely that only the river flowed between them. However, when Roger  found out that the Pope himself was a part of this force, he showed proper reverence to him and tried to avoid being seen to fight against God  or even his Vicar. Therefore he sent another embassy to him, once again requesting that he be absolved from the bond of anathema and be allowed to receive the duchy which belonged to him by hereditary right.

(14)
While both sides remained there for a long time without accomplishing anything, Prince Robert's magnates, with their wages in arrears (deficientibus sumptuum stipendiis), began to be in such distress that many of them were compelled to remove their surcoats and sell them for food. And it happened that some of them could bear this lack of provision no longer and speedily deserted. The Pope realised that the barons and knights were complaining because they had had to sustain themselves under arms for such a long time that they were suffering want, and that they wished to be dismissed and leave. Thus he took advice and sent to Roger, quickly and secretly, promising to grant the duchy to him; however he requested him first to come to Benevento and render his homage to him, and afterwards he would receive the duchy as was customary (sicque postea ipsum a se ducatum ex more acciperet). Once this grant had been made, and agreed by both sides, and the Apulian lords had discovered it, they soon dismissed their forces and returned home in disgust, blaming the untrustworthy Pope who had, without their consent, made an agreement with their enemy Roger. 

(15)
Thus when the Pope had returned to Benevento, lo Roger came to Monte S. Felice (not far from Benevento), climbed up it and deployed his army on the slopes of that mountain. On the third day the Pope, on his invitation, went out a little way from the city and, as is customary, received his homage and then invested him with the ducal rule by banner (cum vexillo ducale eidem tradidit regimen). Roger was constituted Duke by Apostolic confirmation, as had previously been agreed, and made the oath of fealty to him to serve him in everything (sacramentum ei fidelitatis per omnia servandum exhibuit). After this had been done the Pope returned to his palace, the duke marched rapidly to Troia to start the siege. However, although the city was very closely besieged by him, so much the more stoutly was he resisted by the citizens. For the Troians had anticipated that he would besiege them and had carefully fortified their city, hence they were audacious enough not to be intimidated by his siege. When the Duke had been there for some considerable time he realised that the city was very strongly fortified, and he saw that he could do nothing to capture it - and winter was approaching. He raised the siege and then moved rapidly to recapture Melfi and the other ducal towns, to which he had already sent messages ordering them to submit to him. Their surrender being received, he commanded his expeditionary force to return home, and so returned to Salerno, remained there for a brief period, and then went back to Sicily - ready to return again with a great army. While he was staying in that province and was absent from Apulia, Tancred by his intrigues recovered the city of Brindisi and the [other] towns which he had lost in Roger's invasion. 

(16)
However it happened that when the campaigning season came round once again, Duke Roger gathered his army together and crossed the Straits of Messina once again. His army began to occupy all these lands by brute force. He recovered most of the towns that Tancred had occupied in his absence, and at length once again besieged Brindisi, intent on its recovery. The siege dragged on however, and he could see that he was managing to do nothing to capture it. He left it for the time being, and moved on to attack other towns. 

(17)
Coming to the castrum already mentioned above which had deserted him and supported Tancred, he quickly destroyed it. Then, while he was besieging Montalto, Robert de Grantmesnil approached him and requested that he be given permission to return home immediately. Roger said, 'why do you ask this?' To which he [Robert] replied: 'I seek to leave because I am hampered by this army's lack of supplies and I am unable to bear this burden any more. The fief which I have is not very large and cannot sustain my troops for very long. Let us be clear therefore that if it is not in some way increased, I shall be unable to sustain the burden of military service to you any more; and instead I shall travel across the Alps to the land of my kinsmen. There I shall certainly be able to stay without this poverty'. To which the Duke replied, 'I am unwilling to agree to this request. But remain for a little while until all of Apulia has been subjugated to me, but after this what you seek will undoubtedly be fulfilled'. But he, seeing that what he sought was being postponed, as was his habit rapidly became very angry and said: 'if you do not now grant me what I seek, I shall not wait until some later time for you to give it to me, nor do I desire to hold any longer that land which I now hold, since it is so little'. After saying this and other similar things he left, and soon without permission he ill-advisedly deserted the host. This greatly displeased the Duke, as will be apparent from what follows.

(18)
After the capture of Montalto he hurried to attack Ruvo, a city belonging to the afore-mentioned Tancred. When this was captured Count Alexander, Tancred, Prince Grimoald of Bari and Count Godfrey of Andria, having experienced his formidable power, had more sensible discussions with each other, and soon they surrendered to him. The Duke's anger against Tancred was appeased and he returned to him those of his lands that he had seized. Then he ordered them to join him at the siege of Troia as fast as was feasible. The Troians, seeing that these magnates had surrendered themselves to the Duke's rule, were thrown into confusion, and since they found themselves without a protector sent to Robert, Prince of the Capuans, asking him to come speedily, undertake lordship over them and protect them from the Duke, who was already near at hand. The Prince was however unwilling to go to [aid] them - fearing to exchange a secure position for a decidedly insecure one. To this the infuriated Count Rainulf responded: 'if you don't go', he said, 'I will not follow your example but rather will hurry to bring help to them'. When he entered Troia he spoke to the citizens, they swore mutual fealty to each other, and he promised that he would be their most stalwart protector against King Roger. 

(19)
The approaching Duke came to Salerno and soon gained possession of it. Hearing that Count Rainulf wished to defend the Troians against him he was extremely annoyed, saying: 'if Count Rainulf takes my land then I shall leave Troia for the moment and go and take his from him'. Therefore he bypassed Troia and came to the castrum of Grenzio. Count Rainulf thought that the Duke wanted to invade his own lands as he had said he would. Fearing to lose them, he sent messengers after him, requesting that peace be speedily be made between them. And when the Duke promised that there would be peace between them if he [the Count] was willing to hold Troia from him. He immediately abandoned the Troians and went to his camp which had remained in the same place mentioned above. They then had talks there and a peace treaty was concluded between them, after which the Count returned home. The Duke returned to besiege Troia, and, as they had been ordered, the above-mentioned barons (proceres) marched to join the siege. What more is there to say? The city was so closely besieged that within a few days, like it or not, the inhabitants submitted to the Duke. Once Troia had been captured the other ducal cities, by now very afraid, humbly surrendered to him, and all Apulia was without exception subject to him.

(20)
After this Roger brought his army to the town which is popularly called Lagopesole, where Robert de Grantmesnil was to be found. He charged him before all with deserting the army without permission at the siege of Montalto - an action which had been very damaging to him. The latter replied, 'let me be free from this charge and I shall go away, across the mountains to the land of my relatives'. The Duke said: 'you want to hurry across the Alps. Now, in front of all, renounce those lands which you now hold and which you have claimed that you don't want to hold any more'. To this he replied, 'you can have them back now provided that I can depart in safety'. What more need be said? The Duke recovered his lands on the spot, and then gave him permission for immediate departure.

(21)
Once this had been done the Duke went to Melfi, and ordered all the great men (optimates) of Apulia to gather there in his presence. He then laid down for them this edict (amongst others); that they should be permanently at peace and not fight among themselves. At the same time he ordered them to swear that from this time and henceforth they would keep the peace and maintain justice, and assist in its maintenance. They would not maintain on their lands men who would rob or plunder, nor would they allow this to happen. And if any malefactor of this type was found there, they would, without any sort of trickery, produce him at his (Roger's) court at a place designated by him to receive justice. They should keep and observe the peace for all ecclesiastical persons, namely archbishops, bishops, abbots, monks and all clerics and their property, and for all peasants, villeins and all the people of the land under his rule and their property, as well as pilgrims, travellers and merchants, nor should they molest them, nor permit them to be molested on their land. Therefore it is no wonder that he was able with the aid of God to bring all these lands under his power, since everywhere he ruled he promulgated such mighty and thorough justice that continuous peace was seen to endure. As the Psalmist says, 'His place is made in peace' [Psalm lxxvi.2]. For how could the benefit of peace be absent when no malefactor dared to misbehave due to fear of his vigour? When the Duke had stayed here for some considerable time and made these and other similar dispositions for the common good, the barons returned home, and he marched to Taranto. Fearing that the above-mentioned Robert might not observe his word and plot something against him, he compelled him before his departure to swear that when he went beyond the mountains he would remain there in perpetuity and never seek to live in Apulia again. Since he confirmed this by his oath he was in consequence allowed to depart freely. After this the Duke returned to Sicily.

(22) 
Here he remained until the season was suitable. He heard that the said Robert had returned, violating his oath, had recovered the towns of Oriolo and Castrovillari and was ready to fight against him. Annoyed, he sailed with an army of Sicilians across the Straits of Messina. Then, gathering also troops of Calabrians and Apulians, he advanced against him with fury in his heart, besieged him most fiercely and within a few days forced him, willing or not, to submit and to hand back these towns. After this he [Roger] went to Salerno, blockaded it with a stringent siege until the citizens returned their citadel, which at their request he had given them most unwillingly to hold, to his custody. For he realised that he would [only] control the town for as long as the citadel was not subject to them.  Seeing that there was no way that they could resist him, they acceded to his demand without delay.

(23) 
Having finished with this, not long afterwards he moved his army, bringing it into the land of Count Roger of Ariano and pitched camp at a town called Apice; here he remained for a long time of set purpose. The Count's land was almost entirely plundered by his foragers. The Duke had a very great hatred for the Count, for he had learnt by report that the latter had not behaved towards him in a properly faithful manner. He made inquiry about this in the presence of all, and since the Count was unable to clear himself judicially he was forced to surrender two important castra, Paduli and Montefusco. Once this had been done then the Duke's hostility was appeased

(24)  From here he marched on Troia and once again closely besieged it, for the citizens had acted just as those of Salerno had done, and his response was also exactly the same. They agreed to rebuild the citadel (castrum) which they had destroyed at the death of Duke William. After achieving such great and numerous successes the Duke promptly left Troia, rejoicing, and went to Melfi. Here he ordered that the fortress which the citizens on the order of the former Duke had demolished be restored. And at this time Robert, Prince of the Capuans, constrained solely by the terror of his name, submitted to his lordship. Not long afterwards he returned to Salerno and from there sailed back to Sicily. And now at this point Book One, about his time as duke, ends. The pen will turn to record what he did after becoming king.
