




Questions and Answers 
 

 
May 31, 2005 

 
 
What is the most important part of the Political Agreement?  
 
The most important part of the Agreement is Canada’s willingness to make a lump sum 
payment, which means that everybody alive today who attended an Indian Residential 
School (IRS) will be entitled to receive compensation.  
 
What are the other key parts of the Agreement? 
 
Truth and reconciliation, an apology, healing and commemoration are other key elements 
which will be essential parts of the settlement package. 
 
What is the role of the AFN from now on? 
  
The AFN has been guaranteed a key and central role in all aspects of the work of the 
Federal Representative and will continue to represent the best interests of the survivors 
throughout the negotiations. 
 
Does this Agreement cause more delay?  
 
The Agreement calls for the Federal Representative to table a report no later than March 
31, 2006. Before this Agreement was signed, it took many years to settle a claim either 
through the courts or under the ADR process. Now the time frame is much shorter.  
 
Who is eligible for the lump sum payment? 
 
Everybody who has ever attended an IRS and who is still alive is eligible. 
 
What about former students who passed away? 
 
Some former students who passed away may qualify for the lump sum, but this issue is 
still being negotiated. 
  
Will the sick and the elderly be able to get their money sooner? 
 
The payment of lump sum to the sick and the elderly is a top priority for the AFN and the 
Federal Representative. The AFN and the Federal Representative are committed to 
having this payment made as soon as possible once the settlement negotiations get 
underway.  
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Who will be included in the “sick and elderly” category? 
 
The definition of who is included will be developed in consultation with First Nations 
communities and with the Federal Representative. 
  
When will the lump sum be payable?  
 
The lump sum will be payable after the settlement is finalized. The Federal 
Representative’s deadline to report a settlement package to Cabinet is March 31, 2006. 
The payments would start as soon as possible after the Cabinet approves the package. 
 
What amount of money will I get from the lump sum? 
 
The Agreement states that the lump sum payment will be along the lines referred to in the 
AFN Report. The AFN Report says that the lump sum payment should be at least 
$10,000 per student plus $3,000 for every year in school. Although this is our 
recommendation, the exact amount of the lump sum payment will be set by the Federal 
Representative in the settlement package. 
 
What about the sexual abuse claims?  Does a lump sum payment affect them? 
 
The lump sum payment will not affect any other claims for serious abuse. The serious 
abuse claims can continue either in the courts or in the ADR process, depending on the 
choice of the individual. 
 
Am I eligible for the lump sum if I have already settled my claim, either in court, by 
negotiation or under the ADR process? 
 
Yes.  
 
How do I apply for the lump sum payment? 
 
Forms will be provided once the settlement is reached. These forms will be short, easy to 
obtain and fill out. 
 
When can I apply? 
 
Announcements will be made once the settlement is reached as to when and where 
applications can be made. 
 
Who will administer the fund and oversee the distribution of the lump sum? 
 
The AFN is proposing that a First Nations entity be set up to manage the distribution. It 
will not be the AFN, however. 
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Will the lump sum payment affect social assistance, welfare or unemployment 
benefits?  
 
The AFN’s position is that the lump sum must not be interfered with or clawed back by 
any government agency from other benefits a former student may be entitled to. Several 
provinces have explicitly stated that they will not claw back settlement money from 
former residential school students. The AFN is continuing to seek these assurances and 
will provide new information in this regard as it comes available. 
 
Why do I have to wait for a year to get my lump sum payment? 
 
You will have to wait for a year because the negotiations may take that long. There are 
still a number of issues to be decided. The commitment for the Government 
Representative to report to Cabinet on or before March 31, 2006 signals that the 
government is determined to work quickly and effectively. The AFN will be pushing for 
a resolution as soon as possible. 
 
What is the AFN’s mandate?  
 
The AFN received a unanimous mandate from all the chiefs at the special meeting in 
November 2004 to do whatever it takes to implement the AFN Report.  
 
What will happen to the ADR process? 
 
The ADR process will continue.  
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