NATIONAL HERITAGE BOARD LAUNCHES
SINGAPORE: THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

The definitive Singapore reference with half a million words

SINGAPORE, 11 September 2006 — Did you know that Neo Chwee Kok was the
first Singapore swimmer to compete in the Olympics? Or that Singaporean Naa
Govindasamy launched the first Tamil page on the internet? How about the fact
that Singapore is home to three species of ‘carnivorous’ pitcher plants?
Interesting facts such as these are faithfully captured in Singapore: The
Encyclopedia — a 640 page volume that is the most comprehensive reference on
Singapore. The Encyclopedia will be launched today by President S R Nathan at
the Istana.

Jointly produced by the National Heritage Board and publisher Editions Didier
Millet, Singapore: The Encyclopedia is an indispensable compendium of the
country’s rich and diverse heritage. The Encyclopedia has more than 2,500
entries and features 2,400 photos, maps and illustrations, many of which are
published for the first time. With entries contributed by 231 experts from various
fields, it covers diverse topics ranging from history, geography, flora, fauna, pop
culture, the arts, politics, economics, sports and more. (A full list of the

contributors can be found at Annex A.)

More than 24 months in the making, the Encyclopedia is a key example of
Public-Private-People partnership, with 36 sponsors across various sectors
generously donating some S$1.3 million to this landmark project. The list of
sponsors include Keppel Corporation, Khoo Foundation, Lee Foundation, DBS,

SingTel, UOB and more. (A full list of the sponsors can be found at Annex B.)



Professor Tommy Koh, Ambassador-at-Large and Chairman of the National
Heritage Board said: “Singapore: The Encyclopedia is a milestone for us. It is
NHB’s most ambitious publication. With its publication, Singapore joins the ranks
of global cities like Chicago, London and New York which have their own
comprehensive single-volume reference books. Anyone seeking to learn more
about Singapore should refer to Singapore: The Encyclopedia. We hope that

every home, school, library, office, hotel and embassy will keep a copy.”

Added Mr. Didier Millet, Publisher of Editions Didier Millet, “The book is a
magnificent piece of collective works, and we are proud to have had the
opportunity of bringing together such a wealth of talent, and such a range of
information. There has never been a book like this published in Singapore or
about Singapore. Through the Encyclopedia, we aim to tell people everything

they might want to know about this fascinating country.”

Historic national facts aside, Singapore: The Encyclopedia also features many
interesting and lesser known trivia. For example, Irishman Dennis Santry
designed the Sultan Mosque, drawing inspiration from the Taj Mahal and the
Dome of the Rock; in the 60s and 70s, Singapore hosted the world-class
Formula Asia Grand Prix at Thomson Road; and “The Swallows” is the only
Singaporean music band to have had a hit in West Germany. The Encyclopedia
covers not just the famous but also the infamous — with entries on personalities

like Michael Fay, serial killer Adrian Lim and porn star Annabel Chong.

Overseeing the Encyclopedia publication is an Editorial Advisory Board chaired
by Professor Tommy Koh. It comprised distinguished representatives from
academia, government, and private corporations. They include Mr Peter Ho,
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Head, Civil Service,
Professor Su Guaning, President of Nanyang Technological University, Professor
Shih Choon Fong, President of the National University of Singapore, Professor

Tan Chin Tiong, Provost of Singapore Management University, Mr Lim Chee



Onn, Chairman of Keppel, and Mr Alan Chan, CEO of Singapore Press Holdings.
(A full list of the members of the Editorial Advisory Board can be found at Annex
C)

Singapore: The Encyclopedia will be available from today at major bookstores

islandwide at a retail price of S$75.

For more information, please contact:

Hill & Knowlton (SEA) Pte Ltd
Joan Liew
DID: (65) 6390 3352

Email: joan.liew@hillandknowlton.com.sg

Yvonne Koh
DID: (65) 6390 3325

Email: yvonne.koh@hillandknowlton.com.sg

Note to Editors: Please refer to CD content with filename titled “Photograph

Credits” on organization or person to credit for the use of pictures.
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Annex A

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS TO SINGAPORE: THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

NAA. AANDEAPPAN Chairman, Association of Singapore Tamil Writers

AMITAV ACHARYA Deputy Director, Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies

NicHOLAS APLIN Associate Professor, Physical Education and Sports Science, National
Institute of Education

MARIA PIETER AQUILIA Asssociate Professor, School of Communication and Information,
Nanyang Technological University

MukuL AsHErR Professor, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of
Singapore

TIMOTHY AUGER, Editorial Director, Editions Didier Millet

AZHAR IBRAHIM Lecturer, Asian Languages and Cultures, National Institute of Education
TIMOTHY BARNARD Associate Professor, Department of History, National University of
Singapore

KEVIN BLACKBURN Lecturer, Humanities and Social Studies Education, National Institute of
Education

PETER BORSCHBERG Associate Professor, Department of History, National University of
Singapore

PEsSI CHACHA Parsi Zoroastrian Assocation of Southeast Asia

GLORIA CHAN Writer

LENA CHAN Deputy Director, Biodiversity Centre, National Parks Board

SIMON CHAN Ernest Lau Professor of Systematic Theology, Trinity Theological College
CHANG Tou LIANG Writer

CHEAH JIN SENG Senior Consultant, National University Hospital

JuLiA CHEE Assistant Director, Records Management, National Archives of Singapore

JEAN CHEN Acting Head, Archives Reference, National Archives of Singapore

CHEw Hul MIN Assistant Archivist, Audio Visual Archives, National Archives of Singapore
RosALIND CHEW SEOW LUNG Associate Professor, Nanyang Technological University

CHEW SOON BENG Professor, Division of Economics, Nanyang Technological University
ERNEST CHEW Associate Professor, University Scholars Programme, National University of
Singapore

CHIA WEI KHUAN Associate Professor, Music Unit, Visual and Performing Arts, National
Institute of Education

CHIANG MING SHUN Pastor-in-Charge, Aldersgate Methodist Church

CHIN SEE CHUNG Director, Singapore Botanic Gardens, National Parks Board

CHON SHI JIAO Assistant Archivist, Archives Services, National Archives of Singapore

CHou Loke MING Professor, Department of Biological Sciences, National University of
Singapore

CYNTHIA CHOu Assistant Professor, Department of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies,
University of Copenhagen, Denmark

CHoy KEEN MENG Assistant Professor, Division of Economics, Nanyang Technological
University

CHuA BENG HUAT Professor, Department of Sociology, National University of Singapore
CHuUA Soo0 PoNG Director, Chinese Opera Institute

CHUNG MAY KHUEN Curator, National Museum of Singapore

GEORGE H. CROY Writer

GoOH EK MENG Orchestra Librarian (Resources), Singapore Chinese Orchestra

EUGENE |. DAIRIANATHAN Deputy Head, Music Unit, Visual and Performing Arts, National
Institute of Education

TANIA DE ROSARIO Writer

IMELDA DIAMSE-LEE Correspondent, The Catholic News
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IAN DICKERSON Writer, United Kingdom

GERARDINE DONOUGH-TAN Writer

MANESH DUTT Bengali Association Singapore

MARK EMMANUEL Senior Tutor, Department of History, National University of Singapore
BRIAN FARRELL Associate Professor, Department of History, National University of
Singapore

CYRIL FERNANDO Singapore Sinhala Association

TiLMAN FRASCH Research Fellow, Asia Research Institute

SUSAN GALLAGHER Writer

JOHN GEE Writer

CHERIAN GEORGE Assistant Professor, Divison of Journalism and Publishing, Nanyang
Technological University

ELAINE GOH Assistant Director, Archives Services and Electronic Records, National
Archives of Singapore

FRANCE GOH Archivist, Archives Services, National Archives of Singapore

RoBBIE GOH Associate Professor, Department of English Language and Literature, National
University of Singapore

WiLLIAM GWEE Writer

KARL HAck Associate Professor, Humanities and Social Studies Education, National
Institute of Education

HADIJAH RAHMAT Associate Professor, Malay Language and Culture, National Institute of
Education

HASEENAH KOYAKUTTY Visiting Public Diplomacy Fellow, Institute of Defence and Strategic
Studies

DEREK HENG THIAM SOON Assistant Professor, Department of History, Ohio State University,
USA

MICHAEL HiLL Geography Department, Francis Holland School, London, United Kingdom
JosHuA Ho How HOANG Senior Fellow, Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies

MARK HONG Visiting Research Fellow, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

HUANG JIANLI Associate Professor, Department of History, National University of Singapore
IBRAHIM TAHIR Writer

ISKANDER MYDIN Senior Curator, National Museum of Singapore

ARUNAJEET KAUR Writer

K. KESAVAPANY Director, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

KHAIRUDIN ALJUNIED Writer

KEVIN KHOO Research Assistant, Archives Services, National Archives of Singapore

KoH Buck SoNG Author, How Not to Make Money: Inside Stories from Singapore’s
Commercial Affairs Department

KoH Yock HONG Research Assistant, Archives Services, National Archives of Singapore
Kwok KiaN CHow Director, Singapore Art Museum

Kwok KIAN WOON Associate Professor, Division of Sociology, Nanyang Technological
University

LAI AH ENG Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Policy Studies

LAaM PENG ER Senior Research Fellow, East Asian Institute

THEODORA LAM Department of Geography, National University of Singapore

ALBERT LAU Associate Professor, Department of History, National University of Singapore
LEe CHER LENG Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, National University of
Singapore

LEe CHEUK YIN Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, National University of
Singapore

LEe CHOR LIN Director, National Musuem of Singapore

Lee GEOK Boi Author, The Syonan Years

LEE Hul MIN Writer

loLA LENzI Author, Museums of Southeast Asia

LEONG CHEE CHIEW Chief Operating Officer, National Parks Board

LEONG LIEW GEOK Author, Love is Not Enough
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LEONG WAI TENG Senior Lecturer, Department of Sociology, National University of
Singapore

SUSAN LEONG Writer

LEOw AIK JIANG Writer

GRACE LI Assistant Archivist, Audio Visual Archives, National Archives of Singapore
MARGARET LIANG Consultant, World Trade Organization/Trade Issues, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs

Liew WOoON YIN Director General, Intellectual Property Office of Singapore

HAZEL Lim Writer

IRENE Lim Author, Secret Societies of Singapore

JON LIM Writer

KELVIN Lim Collection Manager, Raffles Museum of Biodiversity and Research

SHARON LIM Writer

Lim Kim LiIaN Department of Economics, National University of Singapore

Lim Kim SENG Author, Vanishing Birds of Singapore

Lim Teck PeNG Director, Centre for the Development of Christian Ministry, Trinity
Theological College

EpbMUND Lim WEE KIAT Teaching Fellow, Humanities and Social Studies Education, National
Institute of Education

JUNE LIN Senior Archivist, Archives Services, National Archives of Singapore

GRETCHEN LIu Author, Singapore: A Pictorial History

Lo YUET KEUNG Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, National University of
Singapore

RACHEL Lo Writer

SIMON LONGMAN Director, Streetscape, National Parks Board

BERNARD L0O Assistant Professor, Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies

CHERYL-ANN Low Curator, National Museum of Singapore

SHAWN LuM Assistant Professor, Natural Science and Science Education, National Institute
of Education

MAAROF SALLEH Director General, Centre for Contemporary Islamic Studies

ANNE MARKEY MAHBUBANI Writer

A. MaNI Dean of International Cooperation—Research, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
KALYANI K. MEHTA Associate Professor, Department of Social Work, National University of
Singapore

GOPINATH MENON Adjunct Associate Professor, School of Civil and Environmental
Engineering, Nanyang Technological University

ELAINE MEYERS Author, Convent of the Holy Infant Jesus: 150 years in Singapore

JoHN MiksIc Associate Professor, Southeast Asian Studies Programme, National University
of Singapore

RAPHAEL MILLET Author, Singapore Cinema

PAT D’'ROSE MONKMAN Public Relations and Promotions Manager, Eurasian Association
MuKHLIS ABU BAKAR Assistant Professor, Malay Language and Culture, National Institute of
Education

NAGAH DEevi Department of Sociology, National University of Singapore

NARAYANAN GANAPATHY Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, National University
of Singapore

ASHA MELWANI NATHIRMAL Writer

NEO PENG Fu Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, National University of
Singapore

PeETER NG Director, The Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research

TisAa NG Author, Ong Teng Cheong

NG BENG YEONG Head and Senior Consultant, Department of Psychiatry, Singapore
General Hospital

NG CHING HUEI Curatorial Officer, National Museum of Singapore

NG WEI CHIAN Writer

NG YOKE LIN Head, Audio Visual Archives, National Archives of Singapore
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NOORMAN ABDULLAH Writer

ONG MAY ANNE Author, Five: The CapitaLand Story

ALEXANDER ONG Reference Librarian, National Library Board

Ool Glok LING Associate Professor, Humanities and Social Studies Education, National
Institute of Education

A. PALANIAPPAN Writer

GAvIN PEeBLES Author, Economic Growth and Development in Singapore, United Kingdom
ALEXIUS PEREIRA Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, National University of
Singapore

BERNARD PEREIRA Sub-Editor, TODAY

JosePH PEREIRA Author, Legends of the Golden Venus

PHUA CHEE SENG Pastor, Chen-Li Preshyterian Church

LINDY POH Writer

ROBERT POWELL Author, Singapore: Architecture of a Global City

VENKA PURUSHOTHAMAN Dean, Faculty of Performing Arts and Integrated Studies LASALLE-
SIA College of the Arts

TIMOTHY PWEE Senior Reference Librarian, National Library Board

JoN QuaH Professor, Department of Political Science, National University of Singapore
JUNELI RAI Writer

NITIN DAS RAI Writer

SRINIVAS RAI Writer

JURGEN RuDOLPH Author, Reconstructing ldentities. A Social History of the Babas in
Singapore

VISWA SADASIVAN Writer

CHITRA SANKARAN Assistant Professor, Department of English Language and Literature,
National University of Singapore

SATHIAVATHI CHINNIAH South Asian Studies Programme, National University of Singapore
PETER SCHOPPERT Writer

K.K. SEET Senior Lecturer, Department of English Language and Literature, National
University of Singapore

K.F. SEETOH Makansutra

SAMUEL SEOw Samuel Seow Law Corporation

RODOLFO SEVERINO Visiting Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
SiM WAN Hul Curator, National Museum of Singapore

BILVEER SINGH Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, National University of
Singapore

KIRPAL SINGH Associate Professor of Literature, School of Economics and Social Sciences,
Singapore Management University

VINEETA SINHA, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, National University of
Singapore

FELIX SOH Deputy Editor, The Straits Times

ELI SoLoMmoN Writer, Hong Kong

SURIANI SURATMAN Assistant Professor, Department of Malay Studies, National University of
Singapore

LEO SURYADINATA Director, Chinese Heritage Centre

TAMILSELVI MUTHU Curator, National Museum of Singapore

BONNY MuLIANI TAN Reference Librarian, National Library Board

BRIDGET TRACY TAN Director, Gallery and Theatre, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts

JEREMY TAN Research Assistant, Archives Services, National Archives of Singapore,

KEVIN TAN President, Singapore Heritage Society

LEo TAN Director, National Institute of Education

PETER TAN Senior Lecturer, Department of English Language and Literature, National
University of Singapore

RIA TAN Author, Chek Jawa Guidebook

TAN BOON Hul Assistant Director (Public and International Programming), National Museum
of Singapore
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TAN KHEE GIAP Associate Professor, Division of Banking and Finance, Nanyang
Technological University

ALAN TAN KHEE JIN Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore
TAN PUAY YOK Assistant Director, Research, National Parks Board

TAN SIoK SUN Author, Goh Keng Swee: A Portrait

TAN TAI YONG Associate Professor, Department of History, National University of Singapore
TAN TARN How Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Policy Studies

TAN TECK MENG Professor, School of Accountancy, Singapore Management University

TAN TIAN HUAT, ANDREW Senior Lecturer, Defence Studies, King’s College London, UK

TAN WEE KIAT Advisor, National Parks Board

NicoLE TAN WEE LEE Writer

TAN WEE LIANG Lee Kong Chian School of Business, Singapore Management University
TAN WOAN SHIN Writer

GRACE TANG Assistant Archivist, Archives Services, National Archives of Singapore
NICHOLAS TANG Senior Fellow, Centre for Research Pedagogy and Practice, National
Institute of Education

TAY KHENG SooN Adjunct Professor, Department of Architecture, National University of
Singapore

MaLcoLm TAY Writer

JEREMY E. TAYLOR Writer, Australia

TEOH ENG SOON Author, Orchids of Asia

S.P. THINNAPPAN Visiting Fellow, South Asian Studies Programme, National University of
Singapore

MARGARET THOMAS Director, Special Duties, News, Radio and Print, MediaCorp

SUJIN THOMAS Journalist, The Straits Times

EpbwIN THumBOO Professorial Fellow, Department of English Language and Literature,
National University of Singapore

SENAKA TIRANAGAMA President, Singapore Sinhala Association

JASON ToH Assistant Curator, National Museum of Singapore

SUSAN TSANG Writer

TORSTEN TSCHACHER Research Scholar, South Asian Studies Programme, National
University of Singapore

AMINA TYABJI Lecturer, Department of Economics, National University of Singapore

KATRINA VAN DINTER Curatorial Officer, National Museum of Singapore

RoY VARGHESE Writer

A.M. VENTHAN Writer

VIDYA MURTHY Researcher, National Museum of Singapore

K.C. VIJAYAN Journalist, The Straits Times

WAN MENG HAO Executive Secretary, Preservation of Monuments Board

WANG LuaN KENG Research Officer, The Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research

WANG RUNHUA Professor and Chairman, Department of Chinese Linguistics and Literature,
Yuan Ze University, Taiwan

SAMUEL WANG Pastor, Jurong Christian Church

VADI PVSS Atrtistic Director, Miror Theatre and Advisor, Ravindran Drama Group

ANN ELIZABETH WEE Former Head, Department of Social Work, National University of
Singapore

DANIEL WEE Vicar, Light of Christ City Church

STELLA WEE Outreach Services Executive, National Archives of Singapore

VIVIENNE WEE Associate Professor, Department of Applied Social Studies, City University of
Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR

WEE YEOW CHIN Author, Ferns of the Tropics

JENNIFER WIDJAYA Assistant Archivist, Records Management, National Archives of
Singapore

EUGENE WIJEYSINGHA Author, The Eagle Breeds a Gryphon

SHAN WoLoDY Writer

ALFRED WONG Chairman, AWP Pte Ltd
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JoHN WONG Professor, East Asian Institute

WONG CHEE WAI Writer

WONG HONG SUEN Assistant Curator, National Museum of Singapore

WONG TUAN WAH Director, Conservation, National Parks Board

WONG SIN KIONG Deputy Head, Department of Chinese Studies, National University of
Singapore

WONG YUNN CHIl Associate Professor, Department of Architecture, National University of
Singapore

NADIA H. WRIGHT Author, Respected Citizens: The History of Armenians in Singapore and
Malaysia, Australia

GRACIE XIANG Assistant Archivist, Audio Visual Archives, National Archives of Singapore
JiMmmy YAP Writer

DANNY YEO CHIN WEI Lecturer, School of Humanities, Ngee Ann Polytechnic

YEO SEOW LING Assistant Archivist, Records Management, National Archives of Singapore
BRENDA YEOH Professor, Department of Geography, National University of Singapore

Y1 YAN Senior Executive Officer, Singapore Federation of Chinese Clan Associations
JOANNE YIP Research Assistant, Archives Services, National Archives of Singapore

YUNG SAI-SHING Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, National University
of Singapore, Singapore

ZARINAH MOHAMED Writer

ZHOU YANFEI Writer



Annex B

LIST OF SPONSORS TO SINGAPORE: THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

A big THANK YOU to all our 36 sponsors and supporters whose generosity and support has
made the undertaking of Singapore: The Encyclopedia possible. More than S$1.3 million has
been raised for the project from both public and private sector organisations.

The various sponsors and supporters are:

Major Sponsors

T{5T°TI] Corporation KHOO FOUNDATION

LEE FOUNDATION m Ministry of Information,

Communications and the Arts

..E? Singapore Press Holdings THE TAN FOUNDATION

Sponsors

= DBS M) SingTel S j”*v

United Behind You

Supporters
e Asia Pacific Breweries Foundation e Philips Electronics Singapore Pte Ltd
e The Association of Banks in Singapore e Raffles Hotel
e BNP Paribas e SembCorp Industries Ltd
e BP Singapore Pte Limited e Senoko Power Ltd
e Citigroup e Shangri-La Hotel Limited
e Diethelm Singapore Pte Ltd e Siemens Pte Ltd
e ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte. Ltd. e Singapore Airlines Limited
e Fortis Private Banking Singapore Ltd e Singapore Labour Foundation
e Great Eastern Holdings Limited e Singapore Petroleum Company Limited
e Hong Leong Foundation e Singapore Pools (Private) Limited
e The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking e SMRT Corporation Ltd
Corporation Limited e Standard Chartered Bank
e Hotel Properties Limited e StarHub Ltd

e Ngee Ann Kongsi
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Annex C

LIST OF EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

Professor Tommy Koh, Ambassador-at-Large, Chairman, National Heritage Board
Mr Peter Ho, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Mr Lim Chee Onn, Chairman, Keppel Corporation Ltd

Mr Alan Chan, Chief Executive Officer, Singapore Press Holdings

Dr N Varaprasad, Chief Executive, National Library Board

Mr Robin Tomlin, Vice-Chairman, Asia, UBS AG

Professor Wang Gungwu, Director, East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore
Professor Shih Choon Fong, President, National University of Singapore
Professor Tan Chin Tiong, Provost, Singapore Management University

Professor Su Guaning, President, Nanyang Technological University

Mr Arun Mahizhnan, Deputy Director, Institute of Policy Studies

Associate Professor Tan Tai Yong, Dean, Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences, National
University of Singapore

Dr Noor Aisha Abdul Rahman, Assistant Professor, Department of Malay Studies, National
University of Singapore

Associate Professor Kwok Kian Woon, Vice-Dean, School of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Nanyang Technological University
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