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[On Thursday evening last, the Rev. J. 

C. Gibbs, lectured at the Institute for Col- 

ored Yout[h], on “Geology.”  The follow- 

ing are some of the points which the lec- 

turer discussed: ]  “Geology does not at- 

tempt to explain the origin of the earth, it 

is simply what the earth says to us about 

itself.  Geology is derived from two 

Greek words, ge the earth, and logos, a 

discourse or talk.  It uses the several sci- 

ences as auxilliaries.  Successive races of 

animals have flourished on the same spot; 

that animal life manifested itself at an 

early period.  Some geologists consider 

the centre of the earth as a molten mass, and 

this is a part of the idea that the earth was 

once a ball of fire, the surface of which 

must have cooled first; vegetation mani- 

fested itself as soon as the surface cooled 

sufficiently for it to grow, which is sup- 

posed to be the material of which coal has 

been produced.”  He said, “the density 

of the earth is five times heavier than that 

of water.  Mountains and hills are all 

over the earth, but in comparison, its sur- 

face is smoother than that of an orange. 

The earth is composed of sixty-two parts, 

of which oxygen forms the largest part. 

When a surface was formed, some sort of 

animal life manifested itself; that the first 

animal life was of the lowest order; at 

that period the earth was not [fi]t for the 

habitation of man.  The lecturer occupied 
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about an hour in the delivery of his re- 

marks, and closed with an appeal to the 

younger portion of the audience to study 

the subject. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


