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November 19, 2006 
 
No sta te or ind ividua l c an be sec ure in an insec ure world . The va lues of nonviolenc e in 
intention, thought, and  prac tic e have g rown from an op tion to a  nec essity.  
 
We a re c onvinc ed  tha t adherence to the p rinc ip les of nonviolenc e will usher in a  more 
peac eful, c ivilized  world  order in whic h more effec tive and  fa ir governanc e, respec tful of 
human d ignity and  the sac redness of life itself may bec ome a rea lity.  
 
Our c ultures, our histories, and  our ind ividua l lives a re interc onnec ted  and  our ac tions a re 
interdependent. Espec ia lly today as never before, we believe, a  truth lies before us: our 
destiny is a  c ommon destiny. Tha t destiny w ill be defined  by our intentions, dec isions and  
ac tions today. 
 
We a re firmly c onvinc ed  tha t c rea ting a  c ulture of peac e and  nonviolenc e, while a  
d iffic ult and  long p roc ess is a  nec essary and  nob le purpose. Affirma tion of the p rinc ip les 
c onta ined  in this Charter is a  vita l first step  to ensuring the surviva l and  development of 
humanity and  the ac hievement of a  world  without violenc e.   
 
We, the Nobel Peac e Laurea tes and  representa tives of Laurea te Organiza tions p resent 
in Rome a t the Seventh World  Summit of Nobel Peac e Laurea tes,  
 
5HDIILUPLQJ our c ommitment to the Universa l Dec la ra tion of Human Rights;  
 
0RYHG�E\ c onc ern for the need  to end  the sp read  of violenc e a t a ll levels of soc iety and 
espec ia lly the threa ts posed  on a  g loba l sc a le; 
 
5HDIILUPLQJ tha t freedom of thought and  expression is a t the root of democ rac y and  
c rea tivity; 
 
5HFDOOLQJ tha t vio lenc e manifests in many ways, suc h as, a rmed c onflic t, milita ry 
oc c upa tion, poverty, ec onomic  exp loita tion, environmenta l destruc tion, and  p rejud ic e 
based  on rac e, relig ion, gender, or sexua l p referenc e; 
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5HDOL]LQJ tha t the c ult of violenc e as expressed  through popula r culture ac c ustoms the 
acc ep tanc e of violenc e as a  normal and  ac c ep tab le c ond ition; 
�

,Q�WKH�NQRZOHGJH tha t violenc e ha rms most the weakest and  vulnerab le;  
 
5HPHPEHULQJ� the insight of Martin Luther King  tha t peac e is not only the absenc e of 
violenc e but tha t it is the p resenc e of justic e; 
 
5HDOL]LQJ tha t the fa ilure of Sta tes to suffic iently ac c ommoda te ethnic , c ultura l and 
relig ious d iversity is a t the root of muc h of the violence in the world ; 
 
%HLQJ�DZDUH tha t non-violent approac hes to c onflic t resolution a re most suc c essful when 
app lied  a t the earliest possib le moment; 
 
$FNQRZOHGJLQJ the natura l right of oppressed  people to peacefully resist oppression; 
 
$IILUPLQJ tha t persons invested  with power c a rry the grea test responsib ility to end  
violenc e where it is occ urring and  to p revent violenc e whenever possib le;  
 
$VVHUWLQJ tha t the p rinc ip les of nonviolenc e must triumph a t a ll levels of soc iety; 
 
Invite the globa l c ommunity to advanc e the following p rinc ip les: 
 
)LUVW� In an interdependent world , the p revention and  c essa tion of a rmed  c onflic t 
between and  within Sta tes requires the c ollec tive ac tion of the interna tiona l c ommunity, 
whic h in turn requires strengthening the reforms of the UN system as well as reg iona l 
c oopera tive organiza tions in order to empower it and  to advanc e a  system of g loba l 
sec urity.  
 
6HFRQG� To ac hieve a  world  w ithout violence, Sta tes must ab ide by the rule of law and  
honor their lega l agreements. 
 
7KLUG� It is essentia l to elimina te nuc lea r and  other immora l weapons of mass destruc tion 
through lega l prohib itions whic h must be universa l, verifiab le and  enforc eable. Sta tes 
possessing suc h weapons a re mora lly bound  to ensure no suc h weapons of mass murder  
will ever be used . There is a  universa l ob liga tion of a ll sta tes to c onc lude negotia tions 
toward  the elimina tion of nuc lea r weapons.    
 
)RXUWK� To reduc e violenc e in soc iety, the p roduc tion and  sa le of small a rms and  light 
weapons should  be reduc ed and  stric tly controlled a t interna tiona l, sta te and  loc a l 
levels. In add ition there should  be full and  universa l enforc ement of interna tiona l 
d isa rmament ag reements and  support for new efforts a imed a t the erad ic a tion of the 
impac t of vic tim-ac tiva ted and  ind isc rimina te weapons.  
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)LIWK� We strong ly c ondemn terrorism because violenc e begets violenc e. The strugg le 
aga inst terrorism c annot, however, justify viola tion of human rights, interna tiona l 
humanita rian law, c ivilized  norms, and  democ rac y. 
�

6L[WK� End ing domestic  and  family violence requires unc ond itiona l respec t for the 
equality, freedom, d ignity, and  rights of women, men and  c hild ren by a ll ind ividua ls, 
institutions of the sta te, re lig ion and  c ivil soc iety. Suc h p rotec tions must be embodied  in 
laws and  c onventions a t loc a l and  interna tiona l levels.  
 
6HYHQWK� Every ind ividua l and  sta te shares responsib ility to p revent violenc e aga inst 
c hild ren and  youth, our c ommon future and  most p rec ious g ift, and  to advanc e 
educ a tiona l opportunities, ac cess to p rimary hea lth c a re, persona l sa fety, soc ia l 
p rotec tion, and  an enab ling environment tha t reinforces nonviolenc e as a  way of life 
ra ther than a  Utop ian d ream.  Peac e educ ation should  be part of the sc hool c urric ulum.  
 
(LJKWK� Preventing c onflic ts a rising from the dep letion of na tura l resourc es, in pa rtic ula r  
sourc es of energy and  wa ter, requires Sta tes to a ffirma tively and , through c rea tion of 
lega l mec hanisms and  standards, p rovide for the p rotec tion of the environment and  the 
ad justment of their c onsumption on the basis of resourc e ava ilab ility and  rea l human 
needs.  
 
1LQWK� We c a ll on the interna tiona l c ommunity and  sta tes to c onsider ways and  means of 
p romoting  the meaningful acc ommodation of ethnic , c ultura l and  re lig ious d iversity in 
multi-c ommunity na tiona l sta tes. A golden rule of a  non-violent world : Trea t others as you 
wish to be trea ted .  
 
7HQWK� The p rinc ipa l politic a l tools, for b ring ing into being a  non-violent world  a re 
d ia logue, negotia tion, c ompromise, c onduc ted  on the basis of ba lanc e between the 
interests of the parties involved , but a lso taking into c onsidera tion c onc erns rela ting to 
the entirety of humanity. 
 
(OHYHQWK� All sta tes must devote suffic ient resourc es to add ress the integrity in the 
d istribution of ec onomic  resourc es, and  resolve gross inequities whic h c rea te a  fertile 
ground  for violenc e.  
 
7ZHOIWK� Civil soc iety in a ll its a rtic ula tions must be rec ognized as essentia l to build ing a  
non-violent world . Cond itions should  be c rea ted  to enab le and  enc ourage c ivil soc iety 
pa rtic ipa tion in politica l p roc esses a t the g loba l and  loc a l level – this inc ludes ensuring 
the empowerment and  p rotec tion of human rights defenders, peac e and  environmenta l 
ac tivists whose ac tivities often p lac e them a t risk. 
 
 
 
 
 


