FOUNDATIONS OF
BROWARD COUNTY
WATERWAYS

To comprehend the development of
Broward County's waterways and their
role in contributing to the county’s pros-
perity, it is necessary Lo understand thelr
relationship (o the Everglades and ita owt-
fall, the Atlantic Oweean. The county's
history has been dominated by the im-
pact of Lthe Everglades and the latter's
dominance of the county’s walerways.
The Atlantie also contributed to the
development and wealth of the county by
serving a5 a barrier to Everglades silt
entirely emptving Into it, a barrier which
formed the potentially valuable man.
grove swamps and lagoons located up toa
mile inland. But wniil this swamp anea
could be conguered and utilized for
resldences and recreation activities, devel-
opment of the beach and adpcent area
proved s impossible task for early
eeftlors.?

Could southeast Florida pioneers have
been prive to a personified dialogue
among the Everglades, natural and ani-
ficial waterways, and the Atlantic Ocean,
they could have grasped the positive sym-
biosis of this triad. Berefi of this, still
the mysterious and blusterng hanmony
of the trad, while escaping direct chser-
valion, was intuitively grasped by entre-
preneurs and vislonares, To mosl pia-
neers & harmonlouws relationship between
the friad seemed out of the question, but
eventually visionaries and practical men
jolned forces and, by corrective adjust-
ments, brought a utilitarian, observable,
though still partial, harmony 1o the acti-
vities of the Everglades, waterways and
gcean briad, In the case of Broward Coun-
ty the visionaries and practical men
created a wonderful firvland which has
surpassed the alluring dreams of the
Grimm Brothers,
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It was only seveniy wears ago that
Eroward County came inlo corporate
exbtence on Celober 1, 1915 Carved
from Palm Bepch and Dade counties, ks
name honors Mapolesn Bonaparte Brow-
ard, one of Florda's greatest governors.
The county embraces the eoastal aren
from the Hillshoro River on the north to
the Hio Ratones River, known as Snake
Creek, on the south. 2

Floridians and transients leamed about
the extent and chamacter of the Ewer-
glades during the Second Seminole War
of 1835 to 1842, Untll then, the mgion
had remained & mystery. dohn Lee Wil-
linens, an expert on Florida topography
who did aot belleve in the existenoe of
Lake Okeechebee, the primary source
of the Everglades, omitted the lake in
his 1837 map of Florida, The first de-
talled maps and the first fragmentary
descriptions of the Ewverglades came
from the explorations and eartographic
productions by United States Army and
Mavy officers, while evillan observers
traveling with the army gave the public
very readable accounts of the seemingly
tangled Everglades. These accounts, how-
ever, dealt mainly with the miseries of
fighting in and marching through them.
These officers and author: believed that
not only were the Everglades a waste, but
that they were a formidable if not a fatal
barrier Lo the development of civilization
in south Florida®

But after the war ended and alter
numerous explorers mported the richnes
of Everglades soil and food sodroes, paoli-
tlcal and sconomic leaders on ke penin-
sula began to consider the possibliitbes
inherent in this enorfous inland sea. In
1847, in respanse (o the Florida Legisla-

ture's interest In the drainege and recla-
mation of the Everglades, United States
Senator J. D Westcott, Jr., of Florida
reguested that United States Secretary of
the Treasury Robert J. Walker appoint an
agent to “reconnaisance” or examine
these lands and bo file a report regarding
the procticability of reclaiming the Ever-
glades, It was Westeoit’s intention Lhat
the report be lnid before Congress at its
next session. Secretary Walker appoinled
Buckingham Smith of 5. Augusiine as
agent. This, Smith corresponded with
military afficers and other individuals who

Scholar, statessman, and diplomat Buck-
ingham %Smith explored the Everglades
and prepared an 1848 report to the Lni-
ted States treagury secretary supporting
reclamation (photo courtesy of the 5t
Augustine Historical Society).



had practical knowledge of the Ewer-
glades. Although not dissatisfied with this
type of positive materinl gathering, lor
it bolstered hiz own preconceived no-
thons, Smith made a thorough exploss-
thon of the area generally considered to
be the Everglades, Invariably, the reports
that he received regarding the drainage
and reclamation of the swamps were fa-
vorahle in part or whole, To these he add-
ed hit own glowing and optimistic cons
clusions. Smith"s detailed report to Se.
cretary Walker in 1848 became the basis
of all well-informed conceptions about
the Everglades in the nineteenth cen-
tury, 4

One portion of his awn report, which
described the Ewverglades in general, fit
the condition of the Everglades of the
future Broward County:

Imagine a vost lake of [fresh water
extending In every direction from ghore
o shore bevond the reach of humon
vizion, ordingrly warefiled by a npple
at ifs surfoce, sfedded with thousands of
ixlasids of verions sizes, from one giarier
af aht acre fo hundreds of acres i areg,

which are gemerelly covered with dense
thickets of shrubbery and rines,

The surmounding walfers, excep! in
places thal alf first seem fike chonnelioays
(birt cokfch are rol), ore eotered with
the el sopgress, shooling up s siraight
and stender stem from the shallow hof-
ftom af the leke Lo the height often of
ten feel above the surimoe and covering
all bt @ few rods grownd from yowr
riea.

The weter & pure and limpid, and al-
meost imperceplibly moves, nol in partial
currenls, biel as il seems, in o moss, sifent-
v e gloncly fo Hhe sou oo,

Lilles and other aquatie flowers of
every varlely amd Bue are fo be seen on
epery side, fn pleasend confrost with the
pale green of the sowgrass, and o5 you
draw rear an Elond the beoufy of the
seene fs increased by the rich foliage and
Mooming flowers of the wild myrile and
the honevsuckle ond obher shrubs and
wines thal generelly adorn its shores,

The profound and wild eolitude of the
Mace, the solemn silence thai pervodes
it ... odd to the auwakened end excited
curiosily feelings bordering on gwe,
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Thiz 18417 military map delineating the “District tempararily assigned to the Seminole
Indians’ was among the earliest showing the Everglades and Lake Okeechobes with any

degres of detail or sccuracy.

No human being, civilized or sovage,
inkahils the inferior of the Glodes. The
Seminoles reside in the region befioeen
fhe (flades and the Gulf Coasd,

Acting through the Florida Legislature,
land speculators and agricultural visiona-
ries alerted Congress to the feasibility and
desimbility of dmining and reclaiming the
Everglades and other wastelands in the
state.®

Through the efforis of Senator West-
catl and other legislators, the swamp and
averfllowed land grant el was enact d
and, by amendment, made applicable Lo
all the states. Under this act, approved by
Congress on September 28, 1850, twenty
millicn acres of land eventually were
patented or deeded to the State of Flori-
dan which could reclaim the swamp and
overflowed land within its limits by any
legal means it saw fit,

In 1865 the Florida Legislature crea-
ted the legal entity, the “Trustees af the
Intemal Improvermsent Fund o administer
this vasl acreage of which the Everglades
roughly composed twenty-five percent.
The governor, comptroller, tressurer,
attomey general, the commisioner of
agriculiure, and their successors, oom-
prised the trustees. For more than a gene-
ration after the Civil War, poverty and the
sumptuary laws of Florida prevented
development of the twenty million acres
of unussble [Ends except in finge areas.
Instead of draining and reclaiming the
swamp lands, the Flordda Legislature
violated the intent of Congress by grant-
ing wast mcreape to milroad and canal
coumpanies, The giveaway was so exben-
sive that, by 1904, from fifteen Lo eight-
een million acres had been granted to
those land-hungry companies that did
nothing to drain and reclaim them. In
effect, the land entrepreneurs eontrelled
the desting of Florida becauss they
owned, by owtright gift, forty percent of
the land in the state, including valuable
parts of the Everglades. The Flagler
rallway interests benefited the maost
when they gained land along the Atlantic
coast, Although it was the most undeve-
loped portion of Florda, its potential
value was greater, Thus matlers rested
until Napoleon Bonaparte Broward's con-
troversial 1904 gubematorial campaign,®

As  Florida entered the twentieth
century the Everglades was as primeval
as it had been when Buckingham Smith
surveyed it in 1848, Except for a few
enthusiasts, drainage and reclamation
seomed an impossible task. Even the
huge Flagler interests had no intention
of digging more than the few dminage
ditches which they had needed to protect
and enhance their interests when they
extended the Florida East Coast Railway
along the coast from West Palm Beach bo
Miami in 1596, In 1900 the few poor
seftlers along the Atlantic from Deer-
field to Hallandale found Chemmelves al
the merey of the waler which flowed
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Lake Worth, ssen here on an 1838 mili-
tary map, was one of the series of natural
watersmays  parallel  to Florda's east
coast which were connected 1o form the
Intracaastal Waternaasy.

eastward from the Everglades and inun-
dated the' crops and primitive dwellings.
Flooded fields and dwellings left them
b wildered,”

It remained for John B, Mizelle of
dacksonville’s Timtes- Union and Citizen
to relate, in terms the general public
could understand, the effects of the Ever-
glades on the lower south Florida coast.
In January 1903, he explained the func-
tions of the Everglades and its waterways.

For a more complete dezeription [of
fhe Everglodes] we will compore this
wonderful formatien oo large bowl with
fie rims, the inner bastn to conslst of
Lake (hecchobee, a small inland seq
within ilself,

The normal condition of the Glades
proper & rarely ever affected as to he
deplh of water on the surfoce until the
imner basin & faxed by Jts Iribuwdaries
bevomd (s capacily to reliepe ilsell by
the flow of water dowrn fthe Calooza.
hotehee River which flows infe e Gulf
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of Mexico, excep! such o5 fows o the
cost fhrough the numerous small roers
and streams that fow infe the Aflantie
an the easl coas! side,

AN these shar! rivers on ke Atlantic
cousl side have been produced in prelis-
farie limes by some exiroordinary head
af waler overflowdng e frner basin
which i Loke Qkrechobee, [ being By
far the deepest poriion of the basin, And
befng unable to force [t way down the
Crloosabaichee River, sought the maosi
matlable ploces to force it way fo the
easiipard across e owler basin which hos
¢ marrodr rock rim in mosi places within g
few miles of the coast. Bul for (his reck
rim small rpers wonld long singe Aoue
peretrated for Jofe the inderipr, and
would hove wnoided, occomplished (m-
messurably a complefe droingge sysiem
for this vest territory, bul for the fect
that fhe force of waler was nod aifficient-
Iy strong o remove this rock formation 8

Inkerent in Mizelle®: concept are the
notions that a catastrophic head of water,
surpassing that of “prehistoric times,"
could cut additional rivers through the
“narrow rock fim," and could incresse
the number of current small rivers that
flow intos the Atlantic. Thus, nature
would perfect nature. Included is the pos-
slbllity that the Everglades played an ex-
tenslve role in determining swch south
Florida features as inlets, mangrove
swamps, lagoons, and those offshore
islands some European cartographers
drew on many¥ pre.ninebeenth century
maps., Bul only cataclysmic confronta-
tions between Everglades water and those
af the Atlantic durng stormy seasons
eould adequately account for major topo-
graphical ¢hanges 9

More than one hundred vears earlier
Cerhard DeBrahm, the Britksh surveyor
for the southermn colonies during the
1760s, had reached a similar conclusion,
His description of the violent confronta-
tion betwesn Everglades water and the
raging Atlantic implies that he had wit-
nessed an offshore storm that affected
the course of the Mew River and the
marshes for several thousand feet inland:

The greal Rains in May | 765 filled this
River (Ko Nuepo) gnd ity morshes with
sa much water that ifs weight within and
the Seq withaut by Farce of the NE,
goles demolished the Bonk and mpade fhis
Inlel befween 250h and 30th May 1765,
17 commaon miles Io the No, of this infer
iz a fine fresh waler spring, fasuing out of
a Roclk on the Beaeh, 10

Several observations may be gleaned
from DeBrabhm's staiements about the
atmospherie and topographical condi-
tions that prevailed along the southeast
Florida coast. His retention of the Span-
ish nomenclature assigned to such rivers
as Rie Nuevo, Rie Elanco, and Hio Boes

Rotones along the southeast Florida coast
indicate the chronological antiguity that
the rivers had attained among Europeans
by mid-eighteenth century, The spring af
fresh water, Bsuing oul of a rock on the
bheach morth of Hillsboro Inlet, lent ere.
dibility Lo carlographic renderings which
ghifted the loecalion and direclion of
codstal rvers for more than a century,
Buceeeding mapmakers displaved their
profesionalism by revising maps which
were outdated by mew streams, bays, and
inlets which resulted from the competi-
tion between the ocean and band waters
for the same space. Hydraulic pressure
fraom the east forced the land water in the
Hillshoro area to submenge wntil it resch-
ed a yielding location under a rock an the
present  Deerfield Beach litboral. That
this stream had been absorbed by other
waters within theee guarters of a century
s evident in that no maps or literature ar
comespondence from or sinee the Second
Seminode War (1835-1842) indicate the
exlstence of this stream. 11-

Within three wears after Florlda had
becoms United States property, the
federal government contemplated the
consiruction of a military moad from St
Augustine to Biscayne Bay, The govern-
mont  contracted with Colonel  James
Gadsden to survey a route and o com.
ment upon the feasibility and cost of
suwch & roadway. Gadsden completed his
favorable report in August 1825, He es-
timated that construction would cost
S22, 700, including necessary bridges. He
commented extensively upon the topo-
graphy of the Atlantic coastal region. Be-
case his was the first In-depth survey of
the region, it contains graphic informa-
tion about such factors as the primeval
condition of rivers, littorals, Everglades
encroachment, inlets, and tides which
might affect the consiruction of the
military road,

Gadsden noded thal one general fea-
ture of the coastal sbrip was its alluvial
deposit which had been formed by suc-
cessive encroachments toward the Atlan-
tie. Az a result, a chaln of inlets and fresh-
waler lakes extended along the greater
part of the distance from St Awgustine
Lo Biscayne Bav. A narrow barrier of
beach and sand hills separated the forma-
tions from the ocean. Shallow entrances
appeared at intervals, ®

Gadsden described a marshland, inger-
mpied only by elevated pine bharmens,
which extended west of the inlets, sounds,
and freshwaler lakes Lo the Everglades:

{k the weat of these infels ond lakes =
e paralfel chain of sand hitls from 4 lo
B oof ¢ mile wide infersecled by freor-
siderable pine flots and ook hermocks;
the western bose of which & weshed by
anofher swccession of smaoller lokes or
soip grass ponds ond dermps occosiomel-
ty comneched with each ofher by malura!
conalz — To the west of these ponds com -



mence the pine planes ord saw peloefio
aurfoce common fo low fotffudes, perying
in the character of thelr surfeee and efe-
valion, and more trlersected by grassy
erd cypress ponds of vou descend sondh,
until they ore fost in communication uith
the Evernglades, or submerged [fleis of
Cape Florida spolfed with small slands
aof pine, palmetls, ele

Although he labored under primitive
conditions and operated with rudimenta-
v equipment, Gadsden recognized al thai
early date the exlstence of the Everglades
basin, Fresciently, he sseribed to it the
source of “almost all the rivers which In-

teraeet and Now through the promontony:
of Florida, "3

Gadeden proposed that the miblitary
ro&d be constructed on the pine barrens
from St Augustine to Jupiter Inlet. But
south of the inlet, the rivers and marsh-
lands, attributable to the Everglades over-
flow, necessitated a different boeation for
the roadbed. He ascertained that only the
beach could furmksh a practical roadbed
solith of the inlet to Blscayne Bay, a dis-
tanee of some seventy - four miles, stating:
“The beach at low tide is spaclous and
firm with the ocean on the east and sand
hills and ehain of fresh water ponds or
lakes on the west sufficiently convenient
te fumish fo the traveller an abundant
supply of water,”” 14

Gadsden found the Everglades and on-
virons to be a formidabde barrier. Water,
ranging in depth from fve inches to three
feet, barred his way, OF the south Florida
rivers fed by the Everglades, only Middle
and New rivers would necessitate the
utilization of ferries. And William Cooley
and & “"Mr. Willlamz" offered to operate &

ferry at the Mew River inlet. Gadsden no-
ticed that the inlets on many rvers which
passed theough southem, coastal man-
grove swamps @ither had changed or
closed, He diseemed that the whole At-
tantic coast of Florida presented evidenee
of thise struggles between the oeean and
river currenis, the former striving to close
and the latter struggling to maintain an
outlet for their waters, Rio Seco, Spanish
River, had been closed by & sandbar. Al-
though Middle River was fordable nt its
mouth, sand had reduced MNew River
[lel bo & four fool depth. Gadsden fore.
saw that the elosing of Middle River In-
ket and the consequent diversion of its
waters to Mew River would, in all proba-
bility, counteract the oceans effect on
the inbef, 1%

An ingenious explorer operating in a
pristine jungle, Gadsden assembled a ro-
bust group of assistanis and had acquired
rudimentary cartographic notes and maps.
The 1822 H. 5 Tanner map was the most
valuable tool, In geneml, it correctly
located and prafiled the short rivers and
natural wabéerways bo their sourees, which
extended no more than ten miles inland,
in what i presest-day Broward County.
The Tanner map delivcated ten water-
ways. Thev ranged from the Matural Cui
in the north, which connected the Hills-
boro River with Boca Ratone Sound, to
Rio Ratones im the south. As later and
more accurate maps conflirm, exeept for
the various inlets, none of these water-
ways had such a well deflined and reason-
ably permanent route as New River.1%

While numerous travelers and explor-
ers exclaimed upon the heavy bul incon-
sistent rainfall in south Florida, it prob-
ably did not exceed Broward County's
annuwal sixty inches. In early March 1838,
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The importance of various bodies of water 1o the natural topography of the Broward
County area is evident on the 1856 Ives Map, prepared by the army during the Third

Seminole War.

Lieutenant Levin M. Powell of the Uni-
ted Etates Navy explored the sources of
the various waterways, He recorded that
his  topographical expedition suffered
from a lsck of mecent rains, a resuli of the
winter dry season, Laler that month,
however, aboutl 525 American lroops
under Colonel James: Bankhead had to
wade and struggle through water and med
up to thelr hips in their ill-fabed effort
to capiure Seminole Indians at Pine
Island. Thus, the military had faced the
seasanal minfall and Moods which would
plague twentieth century farmers wo
ralsed erops and transported them by
boat to market. 17

Thres weeks after Bankhead's skirm-
ish at Pine Island, United States Army
surgeon Jacobh R, Mofte sailed in o gov-
ernmenl vessel on Mew Hiver, He found
a fairy wonderland:

The river &5 sepangled from (ke Adlon-
tic &y only @ nomaw reck of lend, about
10 miles long erd 50 yards wide, ils
course being for that dislance south anpd
perfectly sfralpht, perallel with the seo-
beach

Ita waters were aclually alive with figh
of every deecription, {mmense numbers of
which were seen swimming obowl e
Steamer. We were sfruck alzo with the
bequtiful color of fhe bollom, whick
resembied g magniffeent brussels carpet,
the waler foward the mouth of the rleer
being so pellucid and clear tha!l we conld
see he boftom al @ depith of 20 feel . . .
A oozl number of shells of every deserip-
tien and of the mosl civid haes were in-
tergpersed al the mper Bbotlom with ol
kinds of colors of pebbles, presenfing
al erery mavsmenl the poriols ormenges
ments of the kaleldoseope, which with
erery furn presenls a mew and (5 possible
maore beautiful combination, The river,
the scemery, and  feel evervithing
eround oppesred o wear a differen
aspecd from e rest of the word.

D, Modte's fervent Indian-chasing af
the moment prevented his cabching some
of the numerous fish, & pleasure nod
denbed soldbers later stationed at Fort
Lauderdale. 18

Motte’s friend, Major William Lauder-
dale of the Tennessee Volunteers, alio
made an interesting discovery in March
1838, Lauderdals found that a stream
had jts source in & swamp, and that
siveral miles further it Nowed into Dumb-
founding Lake, The shallow clear lake
wis ant mile in diameter, The namow and
deep Hio Ratones, known fo Americans
ax Snake Creek, Nowed from the southem
end, The sub-soil rock ledge prevented
the river from fowing eastward, Where-
upon, it fowed. sowtheast and emptied
inte Biscayne Bay, Recently formed and
uncontained walerwayvs flowed into
sloughs and shallow lakes, re-emenged,
tunneled through the soft topsail, accept.-
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td aceretions from numerous kights, and
emplied into bays, lagoons, and the
gin, 19

Lientenant J. C, Ives was a United
Staves Army  topographer during the
Third Seminole War (13531858}, Secre-
tary of War Jefferson Davis asigned him
the task of meviewing the maps and cor-
mespondence emanating from the Second
Seminole War, The objective was to re.
vise the military map of south Florida,
In 1856 Ives published his detailed map
of south Florida, This guide was made
mote valuable by the Memoir which ac-
companied it The Memoir concentrates
in delineating the most feasible sombina-
tion land and water route for the military
from Fort Jupiter on the east coast Lo
Fort ¥Myers on the gulf, Ives recorded that
Lake Worth was twenty miles in length,
and that the Little Hillzboro River took
its rise from a slough and was only seven
feet wide at its source at the southern
end of Lake Woarth. Ives noted that after
the Little Hillsbore emerged from Lake
Bocn Hatones it became a stream fifty
feet wide, was lined with mangroves, and
increased in size to its mouth, five miles
distant, where it became & guarier aof a
mile in width. Ives pointed out that a
giream of these dimensions would confine
its traffic to canoes and rowboats. This
wis particularly true of the Hillsboro,
where the inlet permitted traffic that
drew less than two feet. The Memoir
combined Middle River and MNew River
into Mew River Sound and depicted the
sound as broadening to 300 vards before
il narrowed &b the inlet &t present-day
Hollywood. Ives insisted that, because of
the abundance of water and swamps,
the prout practieal methed of travel from
Lake Waorth to Fort Dallas, on Biscayne
Bay, must be by water, Much of that
combination water/land route traversed
Broward County 22

Four men are known fo have been
domiciles in the area of present Broward
County from the closing of the military
extablishment Fort Lauderdale in Febrga-
iy 1842 untll 1880, Only one has conb-
tributed to our knowledge of the area's
waterways., Edward Basely, who sur-
vived the 1836 Cooley maswscre, farmed
along Mew River in the late 18705, after
which he disappeared from  history,
Washington Jenkins wa keeper of the
Unbted States Life-Saving Station Mo, 4,
established in 1876 at Birch Siate Mark.
His varied caresr was mainky in Miami and
Key West, John J. “Pig" Brown Noated
around as another mysterious fgure.
After his election to the Florida Legisla-
ture in 1876, he disappeared (rom the
New River area. The fourth man, how-
ever, did more than contribute bo owr
knowledge of Broward County's waters
through exploration. Charles Pierce also
beft a manuscript which noted the cus-
toms, Qifestyles, biographies, and topo-
graphy of southeast Florida. The 1880
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census lists him as the only inhabitant
living on New Hiver, He died in the
1933, but his namesake son contobutled
o the growth of county waterways
during his long hanking career in Faort
Laudordale 2

Besides Fieree, who also explored in
the twentieth century, D, James A
Henshall and Halph M. Munree dominat-
ed county exploration during the early
1B80s They had a keen eve for obsery-
ing the waterways, flora, and fauna. Hen-
shall made two water excursions to south
Florida from Cincinnati. But it was on
hiz 1882 trip that he maede his most
thorough exploration and recorded his
moat striking observations about waker-
ways. After Henshall and his companions
sailed the Rembler on Mew River, he
ohserved:

Rushing tn and owl with the tide al
New River, fishes can be seen by the thon-
sands, which snalch af anyihing, e¢ven a

Iuland, the scene of the military skir-
mish in 1838, MNear where present-day
State Road 84 crosses, Henshall dis-
covered the spurce of the fork in a oy-
press slough. He nofed “The “sloughs’ is
a margin of tall grasses and shrubs of
very  luxuriant growth intersected by
numerous small streams ., . Gelling
I:.'h_ru:qlg'h. this we finally cmerged into
the Everglades = seemingly a sea of
waVing grecn prasses, with innumeralle
islands of all sizes, Bul these grasies are
all growing in water, clear and lmpid,
with channels a few feel wide, diverging
and erossing in every directlon ., 23

After he passed through the cypress
belt, he went up some of the numerous
stmall strears that flowed Into the belt,
and entered an enchanting aspect of the
Everglades. It was ““unbgue, there is
nothing like it anywhere else.” Strain-
ing far deseriptive words, he reconded:

As far ag the eve can reach sfrefehes

By 1920, despite Everglades drainage and
tained their natural appearance [phots
Sociaty),

bit of rag ted to the hook and frrowen le
them by a strang hardiine. We look ore-
palle from ten o thirfy pounds, ofwayvs
iarge ones here, nerer less than len
pounds, By anchering o boal in mid-
giream they can be speored or graimed of
they awim by, offen pursued by sharks
and porpeises, M Jenking lokes them
in this way up do forly peicnds, and cures
ard smeokes fem,

Cut off from civilization and its sup-
plies, Washington Jenkins supplémented
his meager diet with fish drawn from the
river, thus perpeiunting a dietary tradi-
tion the Indians at Pine Island had fol-
lowed for many years, <2

Indians attracted Henshall because of
the mystery with which Americans lad
clothed them, He and hiz companions
vovaged upstream on the south fork of
MNew River in a sailboat-canoe to visit
the Indians who were living on Fine

expanding settlemant, parts of New River re-
courtesy of the Fort Lauderdale Historical

@ beood, level expanse, clothed in the ver
dure af a pecicliarly fresh and vivid green,
a rich and infense color seen nowhere bt
here, The surface 2 dofted and diversi-
fied By thouwsands of ilels ang islands,
af all shopes and sizes, from o few yards
lo many acres in exlend, clothed wilh a
tropical Tuxuriance of frees, shrubs and
UIES,

Although  difficult to access, Fine
Island beckoned the doctor and his
companiong, 24

They sailed throwgh intricate and
narrow chanmels and took shord culs
by plowing through masses of lily-
pads, deer-tongue, and lotus, & smoke
from Indian fires guided them. They
hastened toward the idand. Numersus
Seminole cmft approsched eastward, #s
if to inspect the new arrivals. The doctor
tied up af the Bland, met the Semineles,
conversed with them In broken English



and learned something of thelr customs
during hiz twoe day visit with Chiefs
Little Tommy and Little Tiger and their
tribe, The Seminoles informed him that
the depth of the Everglades ranged from
four to six feel during the rainy season
but that the water level fell considerably
in the winter. Thus, the Indians lived on
Fine lzland and other lslands one portlon
of the year and migrated to higher, coast-
al arens during the other time. Henshall™s
topographical descriptions are among
the first and most pencimting of the
[kavie area, 29

During the 1880s and 138905, frans.
planted New Englander Ralph A, Munroe
and his fellow (un-loving companions of
Coconut Grove habitually spent one or
two months exch year camping aleng the
Hillshoro and Mew Rivers. They studied
the large mounds located between the
two rivers and concluded that they were
the location of an Indian civilization in
the remote past. Munroe's observant eye
noted what apparently had escaped the
eves of all previous explorers: a small
canal had been cut during the Indian
wars between Hillsboro New rivers.
South Floridians had witnessed and heard
tales of treasure ship wrecks, At one of
the inlets, and aware of the treasure ship
wreek fales, Munme and (riends tried o
salvage whal appeared to be an imiense
guantity of eoins. A lack of adeguate
toads, and the action of the roaring surf,
forced them o abandon their freksure
hanting2s

Unlike his predecessors, except fox
Munroe, Charles Plerce's productive years
in south Florlda econtinued [nto the
twenticth  cenfury.  After coming to
Lake Worth from the midwest in 1872
at the age of eight, Fierce had traversed
Broward maore than any other man by
the lime Henry M. Flagler extended his
railroad to Miami in 1896, That was
alzo the year when Plernce ended his long,
informative, and interesting account of
rugged, pleneer life in south Florids. Mo
area seems Lo have escaped the sole of his
foot or the paddle of his car. With a
deseriptive flair, he brought the primi-
tive, but exotic, existence of pioneering
to life, In a beguiling manner, be des-
cribed Cypress Creek as it existed in
1885 during his plume hunt with Guy
Bradley, Bradley's father had succeeded
Washington Jenking in 1883 as life-
saving station keeper, 27

Because of their ubiguity and utility,
Pierce became a nomad of the waterways,
If was not uneommaon for him to canoe
from Lake Worth to Biscayne Bay over-
land during the wet season. Cme of his
trips was to save the lives of the starving
and sick Bradley family. He canoed down
Mew River Sound, on the west side of the
life-saving station, and tumed west up
New River in order (o secure supplies and
medicine at the Biscayne Bav settlerment.,
He guided his canoe through shallow

Everglades water from the south fork of
Mew River to Snake Creek. The settlers
at Biscayme Bay met his needs, His round
trip travel Eieme was less than five days=?

Inland, between the ridge which sepa-
rated the Atlantie Ocean and the pine
ridge where Major William Lauderdale
had cut his military trall from Fort Ju-
plter to New River in 1838, there existed
a series of waterways, lageons, and
swampy morasses which were wseless
for susiained commercial transportation,
The waterways werne winding, shallow,
and uneonnected. A few navigators cofm.
monly utilized haulovers o navigate be.
tween bodies of water. Gadsden had no-
ticed these unconnected channels in his
1825 survey and recorded; “The channels
are in the chain of inlets and lakes which
have been noticed as extending with
but partial interruptions the whole length
of the coast from 5. Augustine to Cape
Florida." CGadsden averred that, with in-
considerable labor, an inland waterway
could be cut from 5, Augustine to New
River. Floridlans cherished this unful filled
dream for genertions 2%

But ps setilement grew along Florida's
northern eonst, the elarar for an inland
waterway the lengith of the state per-
sisted, Bold entrepreneurs proclaimed the
advaniages but lacked the mesources o
build such an inland river. In 1879 the
state came to the reseue when it char-
tered the Florida East Coast Canal and
Transportation Company, a oompany
subseguently rechartered. More impor-
tantly, however, the state granted 5 mo-
nopoly to the canal company and vasi
acreage for every navigable mile com-
pleted, The charter ealled for the con-
struction of a canal from 5, Augustine
to Hey West by connecting Lhe monsses,
lakes, and lagoons. By digging and eul-
ting 110 miles of channels, the eompany
would own a 525-mile waterway. In
turm, the east coast would be opened for
more rapld setilement. With commercial
utilization in view, the charter required
the company to complede a canal eighty
feet wide and five feel deep ab low tide,
The company could ecollect tolli of Len
cents per boat fool ab specified locitions,
one of which was Dania. 29

As & private eapital venture, canal
canstruction progressed slowly. And
canal ownership/control changed hands
several thmes. Among the varous owners
of controllers of the Easi Coast Canal
were the Boston and Florida Atlantic
Coast Land Company, the Henry M,
Flagler interests, and the General Hospi-
tal of Massachusetts, Financially, the
mspst luerative refums resulting from the
canal consiroction wem the sale of
hundreds of thewsands of acres of land,
mmny of them in the Everglades, which
the Stabe of Florida granted.2

Canal constructbon required that work-
men have their supplies shipped south-

ward to locations along the advancing
canal and that they live on the mainland
work sile. Tarpon Bend, just off New
River Sound, was a worker setilemont,
The name of canal engineer James I,
Colee, of St. Augustine, was given to the
camp site, later platted as a subdivision.
Subsequent settlers, confusing the name
Colee with Cooley, emoneously thought
that this location was where the Cooley
family had been massacred by the In-
dians in 1836, The true location of the
massacre was near the forks of New River
where the military Fort Lauderdale w s
sifuated in 1838, The haphazard method
of canal construction delaved completion
and resulted in a shoddy product. The
carel was seldom more than Ofty feet
wide and Tour feet deep, Bank ercsion
forced constant repairs. In 1911 the
canal, such as it was, finally was com-
peted from Jacksonville to  Biscayne
Bay., Maintenance proved intolermble to
the awnership, and receipts were weetch-
edly low, After the United States Army
Corps of Engineerss assumed contrel in
1928, the Fast Coast Canal becane
known as the Intracoastal Waterway 22

Conflict at the inlets beiween the
ocean and fresh waters wrodghl havee
as pionesrs moved inbo the southern
cosstal areas after 1890, Byrd King,
spn of Edwin T. and Susan King., ar-
rived in the nascent Fort Lauderdale set-
tlement on the first train in February
18596, He later recalled that, in 1899,
New River Inlet closed during a gabe and
heavy rains, The tarpaper and log shan-
ties of the twenly or so settler families
were inundated by the water which back-
ed up from the inlet's closing. The set-
tlers, led by Edwin T. King, Frank R.
Oliver, William L. PEracknell, Frank
Srranahan, and Capiain Willlam C. Valen-
tine, commandeened cvery available shoy.
¢l, seoop, and muale, By canoe and by
averland Lrails, they hastened to the |n
let. There they used dynamite and mule-
operated scoops to open the inlet, where-
upan the seitlers refurned to thelr water-
sodked shanties 33

When Napoleon Bonaparte Broward
mn for governor in 1204, he put forth
as his top priority the drainage, reclama-
tien, and settlement of the Everglades.
Never bashful, and often daring, Broward
trumpeted the claim that the Everglades
contained the richest soil in the waorld
and that ils conguest could supply,
among other things, all the sugar cane
necded by the United States, Thus, the
weed to import sugar would be eliminat-
ed. With the reclaimed Everglades serving
# the “bread bazkel' of the Unibed
States, all Floridians would profit, and
some would grow rch. Accustomed (o
giving graphic illusirations in order Lo
make his point, Broward holdly asserbed
that everyone knew that “waler ran down
hill."" He realized that the center of the

winter/spring 1985 7



Everglades was twenty -one feet above sea
level. Broward averred that a series ol
public dralnage canals, sugmented by
private lateral ditches, would remove and
control Everglades floeding and simulia-
neausly prevent what had occurred at
Fort Lawderdale in 189924

After his victory in a hard fought, daz-
#ling eampaign, Broward esjoled a reluet -
ant Florida Legislature to pass legislation
authorizing and governing the drainage
. and reclamation of the Everglades. Large
in phwsical stature and animated by fre-
mendous  Instinctual energy, Broward
took personal charge of the Everglades
program. From his home city of Jackson-
ville he had materals shipped to New
River. He poumeyed to Chicage and pur-
chased engines for dredges, He came to
Mew River. There he supervised mibeh of
the sonstruction of the Evengledes and
Oheechobee dredges across the river from
Phllemon M. Brvan’s Mew River [nn,
presently the Discovery Center. On July
4. 1906, operations started westward on
Wew River's north fork, Governor Brow-
ard placed localite Reed Asa Bryan, 5r.,
in charge of dredging, 2%

Although explorers, hunters, farmers,
and land speculators had grappled with
the rugged Everglades, and while com-
penaated writers had publicized it nation-
ally, the swamp's boundaries had never
been delineated, In order to delermine
the area to be dmined and reclaimed,
as well as to ssceriain the revenue which
might sccrue from drainage tases, the
trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund approved a precise and offictal
Everglades map on June 14, 1907, The
vast area, approximately 4,300,000 scres,
represented  waste, swamp, and sub-
merged lands unfit for human occupa-
tion and setilement. The map revealed
that the Everglades came closest to the
oeean just north of the sources of New
River and Snake Creek. The wvast momss
comprisin,, the Everglades extended éast-
ward, approximately along the wesbern
edge of present-day Route 441, The
Ewerglades and its environs absorhed ogst
of present-day Broward County, It left
litthe arable area for immediate settlement
within the eounty. 36

The taming of the Everglades was
aaly ane of the elements with which
witlers had to cope. Bridges provided the
only method of making local north and
gouth travel possible in a growing agri-
cultural economy. The eardiest Spans were
gimple. Sharpened tree trinks were driven
inte the beds of the small streams, and
rough-hewed planks were set in place.
Edwin T. King constructed such a bridge
over Snake Creek during January 1900 at
§2.50 per lineal food.,

AL the same time, Dade County com-
missioners renewed Frank Stranahan's
contract o maintain a ferry across Mew
River for 3300 per vear. Construction
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of the first bridge over Mew River, for
the first county rock road which mn from
Miami to West Palm Beach, began in
August 1904, The Converse Bridge Com-
pany of Chattanooga, Tennessee, was
awarded the contract to build a bridge
similar to the ome that they had com-
pleted over the Miami River. 27

Converse agreed to eonstruct the 135
foot long and twelve fool wide draw-
bridge for SG6,640 at Andrews Road,
Workmen completed the bridge late in
December 19404, On Mew Year's Eve, Dr.
Thomas 5. Kennedy, Phileman M. Bryan,
William H. Marmshall, Edwin T. King,
Frank Stranahan, Joseph G. Farrow, and
Mack W. Marshall certified to the Dade
County Board of Commissioners that the
bridge had been completed according to
specifications.  This, the widest and
swiftest river between the Hillsbhoro
River and Snake Creek was spanned. Iis
completion heralded a new era of econo-
mie progress and Eravel for south Florlda
Tarmwrs and travelers. 28

The first of many troublesome New
River bridges stood intact for only
eighteen months before diver currents,
chumed by mmpaging Everglades” water,
toppled the pride and joy of Fort Lauder-
dale, The Board of County Commission-
ers pleaded with and then threatened the
Converse BEridge Company Lo recover the
fallen bridge and pe-erect it Converse
refused to do so without compensation,
Druring the year when the bridge remain-
ed inoperable, Frank Stranahan resumed
his ferry serviee. He conveyed people,
carts, wagons, and animals,

Forced to rebuild the bridge them-
gelves, the counfy commissioners oon-
fracted with Caplain 5, W. Skinner of
Fort Lavuderdale to mise and pe-erect the
bridge for £5,200. Thus, the renamed
Andrews Avenue regained ils position as
the chiel north-south artery for com-
mercial Fort Lauderdale. Newspapers
proudly dubbed the new twelve foot
wide county road the “ Appian Way."¥?

As the dredging for the Morth and
Sputh New River Canals  progresed
westward from Fort Lauderdale into the
Everglades, the state offercd the drained
land for sale. But, until 1910, no one had
attempted to live inland west of Fort
Lauderdale, Although farms and clirus
groves extended to Houte 441, they
wore along the river and canal banks, In
March, land entrepreneur Don  Fame-
worth of Chicage offered to construct
free bungalows on the Morth Mew River
Canal on any twenty acres of land pur.
chazed from him. The McCrimmon Coem.
pany of Miaml constructed and delivered
them to property sites near Lock Mo, 1,
bt land purchasers had to erect them.
Thus, Davie’s first seitlers secured free
bungalows for 2160, ten percent of the
total land purchase prices®

Construection of camals constantly lag-

ged behind projections. But, in Auvgust
1912, the state finally opened the North
Mew River Canal to bost traffic from
Fort Lauderdale to Lake Okeechobee,
Hamilton M. Forman, a transplintéd
Mlinols lawyer, was the first lockkesper at
Lock MNo. 1 near the growing Davie set-
tlerment. This diverse community was
composed of former Panama Canal
Zonlans, Canadians, and northemers,
Shallow draft canal boats transporied
passengers, household goods, fertilizer,
and seeds to the lake region and returned
with vegetables, fish, and livestock. Al
ready burgeoning because the March
1911 land lottery had brought hundreds
of permanent seithers Lo farm the reelaim-
ed Everglades land, frontier town Fort
Lauderdale becams the center of the
Lake Okeechober canal traffic. Pascen-
gers, vegetables, supplics, and farening
implemsnts filled its docks, Erstwhile
educator-lawyer Willinm Munrow Heimew,
who founded the For! Louderdale Herald
in 1910, promoted the Everglades-const
axis, The Forl Lauderdale Sentine! later
emhblazoned on its front page the accurate
dogan “Fort Landerdale, Gateway bo the
Everglades.” In 1913 Heiney also promo-
ted the first attempt to form a new
county from Dade and Palm Beach Coun-
ties. Despite the suggestion to name the
proposed county Everglades County, the
atbempt failed, 4%

After the opening of the MNorth New
River Canal, traffic to the Gulf Coast
began on & large scale, In late 1912 shal-
low-draflt steamboats made the round
trip from Fort Myers to Miami up the Ca-
loosahatchee River, through Lake Okee.
chobee, south along the Morth New River
Canal to Fort Lauderdale, and then down
either the Atlantic or East Coast Canal to
the ““Magic City.” The three-day round
trip excursion enst twelve dollass. Be-
cause Fort Lavderdale furnished so many
nautical innovators, it was only natural
that Fort Lauderdale's Captain Felix A.
Forbes inaugumibed this eross-state voy-
nge A3

Drainage and reclamation of the Ever-
glades continued af a dower pace after
Governor Broward left office in eary
January 19068, The trustees of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund exerclsed strict
controd of eanal cutting and the conse-
quent sale of reclaimed state land, The
triustees planned for and began to imple.
mwenk the construction of canals other
than the Morth and South New River
waterways. These major canals differed
in size and length, They included the
Miami, West Palm Beach, Hillsboro,
and 54, Lucie canals. Minor canals, not
connected with Lake Okeechobee, were
not neglected becawse they were less
costly and permitted the drainage of
rich farm lands mear the coast. There,
surplus water was droined divectly into
the ocesn or the Bay of Biscayne. In



May 1911, while the Miaml Canal was
under construction, Chief Drainage Engi-
neer ¥, O, Elliot called for the relocation
of the dredges Everplades and Okeecho-
bee (o the Hillshoro River for canal
constriction, After the Broward County
partion of this canal was completed in
Decermber 1914, waorking farmers could
move approximately fen miles further
inland. 43

Minor canal construction began with
the enlargement and deepening of Cy-
press Creek in Pompaso and of Snake
and Snapper creeks near Hallandale.
These drainage canals vared from six to
ten miles im length and required no lecks
to prevent salt water Intrusion. The eon-
tract went to the Miami Construction
Company, The mates were fen cents per
cithic ¥ard for earth excavation and
twenly-five cends per cubic vard for
rock excavation, The benefils gained
from the completion of Cypress Creek
Canal im the fall of 1914 were typical,
“Cuarrie's Megaphone," published in the
Fort  Lowderdale Sentinel, hailed this
canal & a “wonderful advantage™ sinee
it ran right through Pompane. “Hundreds
of seres.” continued the “‘Megaphone,™
“of the best vegetable land contiguous to
the town have been made permanenily
serviceable by reason of this canal and
last season was a ‘howling” success to all
the farmers in thal ecommunity.” Thatl
developer George E. Currie owned an im-
mense fract along the newly complebed
canal doubtlessly justifies his glowing
prakse, 44

More than the hard-pressed farmers,
whose backbreaking workday in the fields
began st davbreak and ended with dark-
ness, land speculators halled the bemefits

of the new canals. At the end of Decem-
ber 1914, speculator C. C. Ausherman,
who had come to Forl Lavsderdale from
Baltimore in 1911, took & trip up the
Hillshoro Canal to seout the newly open-
ed territory. He was accompanied by
George E, Crim, J. M. Templeton, and
J, H, Searing. One dam, duee to be blasted
away within a month, held the water
back. Miles of land were still covered
with water from recent mins, But nipe-
teen miles west of Deerfield they struck
dry land near the center of Range 41, The
elevation was fourteen feel, Ausherman's
exolic speculations aboul the future of
this wilderness are typical of those of
land speculators and visionaries before
and glnoe:

Also, with a depth of muck of abost
& feet ond rich enough fo grow anyithing
mefapied fo this lalitude — f can see in the
near future all this region dolied over
with beanliful komes, occupied by happy
families, enjfoying the finest climale in (ke
world, surrgunded with fTowers end Blos-
soming fruil frees amd richly cullivoted
feedds of prolific crops of all kinds, herds
of cetfle ond olher form animels and
flocks of domestic birds, fine roods run-
J'II’.I'I;E i all dirdetions end aifos sprnning
acrose  the landscape, Mhe whole scene
preacvbing a picture of contentment and
prosperify unsurpetsed siyehers on e
giebe! Who can galnssy this prediction?

If one adds fine fishing to this deserip.
than, it is no wonder that the land speeu.
lators, who were immupe to the back-
breaking labor of clearing and tilling the
sodl against all kinds of natural enemies,
did a thriving businesss

A the result of a thriving trade with the
Lake Okeechobee region, Fort Lawder-
dale’s riverfront (above), and particular-
by Brickell Avenus {left), formed the
commercial center of the eity at the
tirme thess photos were taken in 1918

According to legend, Broward County,
created in 1915, owes its corporate exist-
ence to the threat of the area’s citizens io
become either “wet” or “dry’” with re-
gard to the sale and consumpiion of al-
coholic beverages, While inberesting, such
legends fail Lo gauge the canons of con-
venpienee and local self-determination
inherent in Americans, In reality, county-
wepls, &8 conlers of government and corm.
mverce, were hubs from which important
malters  were  initiated and  mesoldved.,
Davie, hustling and growing. became &
proponent of local self-government |-
cause of the distance and Inadeguate
transportation to Miami, the county-seat
of Dade County. It was easler fo travel
by boat from Davie to Fort Lauvderdale,
the anticipated seat of the new county.
Fort Lauderdale residents, a ferce and
prowd genre, raised their hackles at the
wvery mention of Aiami, They did not
want to spend a day or more transacting
legal, political, and commercial affairs
in their rmval to the south. Pompano
realdents easlly figured that eight miles
te Fort Lauvderdale was beiter than
thirty-four te West Palm Beach, the
county-seat of Falm Beach County, in
which hath Pompano and  Deerfield
were located. Essential matters conducted
nearer to homse meant that their proce-
dures were more mesponsible to local in-
put by the majority who had the most fo
gain or lose, 98

Broward Counly became a reality on
October 1, 1915, when Palm Beach
County surrendered its area south of the
Hillsboro waterway (o Cofmmercial Bowle.
vard, and Dade County gave up ils owner-
ship of the land south of the boubevard
te Snake Creek Camal. Thus, artificial
waterways figured prominently in deter.
mining the northern and southern bound-
arfes of Broward County. In selecting the
name Broward, the people did not sur-
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render their heritage of the Everglades.
Hather, they memorialized their impend-
ing utilization of the swamp which had
been their greatest asset and thelr most
formidable enemy 37

The new county's official population
of 4,783 inhabitants oceupted 1,220
sguare miles. 1t boasted three water-
ways, the Hillshoro, and the Morth asd
South Mew River canals, to Lake Okee-
chobes, I became the entrepot for the
viisl, booming inland region. The officlal
Everglades dominated the county's topo-
graphy and geography. Its watery wilder.
pes covered approximately sighty per.
cenit of Broward County's entire area and
exercised a disturbing control over the
rest of the reglon, The county possessed
additional swamp and submerged lands
which presented as many obstacles to set-
tlement. Belween the Atlantic and the
coastal settlements lay an almost impene-
trable mangrove swamp. The beach prop-
ertios were almost worthless because they
were not suitable for farming and be-
cause they were inpocessible for conve.
nient reereational vse, But the ocean and
oeean-front property Increased in walue
in 1916 when the county awarded con-
tracts for bridges from Fort Lauderdale,
Pompano, and Hallandale to the beaches.
They were completed in 1917, The con-
struetion of drainage canals several years
kaber ereated a potential geld mine ot
of properties located just west of New
River Sound that were naturally mone
than worthless, But, for the present,
the proper wtilization of the Allantic
Oeean, the county’s maost  valuable
waterway, was hindered, 8

On January 29, 1915, Colone] Geonge
. Mathews, who had founded the Fort
Lauderdale Sentirel in 1911, boasted in
his paper that Fort Lavderdale was
the primary sowrce of entry for the
imland empire extending west and north-
west 0o Lake Okeechobes. He reported
that, on ‘anuary 25, the Queen of bhe
Glodes had returmed from the lake. Her
decks were jammed with land seekers
from the MNorth, Four days later the
boat returned te the lake up Norih
MNew River Canal and carried an equal-
Iv large and enthusiastic group who
were searching for land In which to in-
vest their savings.

These patential settlers incloded men
from as far north as New York City and
Chicago. Later that vear, the colonel ex-
patiated wpon the conversion of Broward
County from a pace leoked upon as a
“worthless marsh™ to a place which had
produced the City of Fort Lawderdale,
from a few scattersd settlers to a popil-
lation of 4,000, The official town popu-
lation was 1,870, An observent reading
of both the Fort Lewderdaote Herald
and the Senline! of that peried of emer-
gence, however, reveals that while theie
papers ground out epregious accounts of
population  figures, drinage benefits,
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hiousing galns, cultural activities, and
commercial prosperlty, they alse trum-
peted the great possibilities of the coun-
ty to those who saw further than its
present condition. By these and similar
grocs intellectual ventures, these news-
papers were among the greatest confri-
buters to the development of the land
and the waterwavs, They were the first
ta alert thelr northern and western
readers (o Broward County’s potential
of becoming one of Ameriea’s winber
recreation and playground center, parti-
cularly its sportfishing and yachting
canter, 49

The formation of Browarnd County
stimulated improvemenis as the dralnage
and reclamation of the Everglades con-
tinwed in 1913, A pew drawbridge re-
placed the antiquated 1904 New River
Andrews Avenue bridge, In this way it
wis defermined thalt Andrews Avenue,
mther than Brckell Avenwe would be-
cofme Lhe center of Fort Lawderdsle's
main activities, although this was defer-
red  wuntil the early 1920s  Drained,
arable land found ready purchasers as
steambonts and  high-powered  molbor-
boats carried thousands of eager, polén-
tial purchasers through western Broward
and on up to the lake, Allegedly shrewd
investors did not farm the land to ils
potential, but held it for the day when
Broward Counly would really bloom. As
the unwary and ghrewd traveled Into the
Everglades, they listened to high-spieled
sales pitches 52

On December 17, 1915, the Forl
Lenderdale Senlinel hailed a development
in Davie as being the first step In the
building of a greater Broward County.
Although  unincorporated, Davie resi-
dents had formed themselves into a spe-
cinl bond district and foated & 5105000
bond isue Lo build & “loop'” read to con-
nect Davie with Fori Lawderdale and
Danka and to build roads within their
own gettlement and to and from their
farms, Thus, they gamered the honor of
becoming the first county community to
bond iizelfl for road construction. Until
bath the county and communities could
build & sufficient tax base for road and
bridge construction, waterways determin.
ed the method and location of much of
the agricultural industry, tmnsporiation,
and travel. Likewise, to a large exbent,
the waterways determined where and
how people would live.

Literary and historical artifacts of the
county demonstrate, in no uncertain
perms, that the county has never lacked
for boosters who grounded their predic-
tions in observable facts, and hence,
tended to be conservative in their es-
timates, On the other hand, hordes of
apeculators  and  visionaries trumpeted
the potentialities inherent in every acre
of land, whether ar not b was H-B.d.ﬂ:u"
aecessible to wablerways, But im all in-
stances waterways, or the lack of them,

gve or withheld value to land. *?

Even before the bridges to the beaches
wene completed, visionares waxed enthu-
siastic over the possibilities of men eul-
ting artificial walerways to open up the
besch area, attract tourists, and ereate
qu‘ir:h wealth, Most of the visionaries
wanted to gratify their egos as empine
builders. One evy of dynamic visionaries
wis composed of farmers. An exeepdion
was Colone]l Mathews, in whose Sentine!
offiee they gathered on Tuwesday, Seplem-
ber 12, 1916, There they discussed in &
“hull session' the possibilities inkherent
in erealing artificial walerways to reelaim
the mangrove swamp between Sospiro
Canal and New River Sound, better
known % Lthe Eagt Coast Canal. The dis-
cussants were remarkable men for such a
stupendows enterprise. Esch had educated
himsell in the school of hard knocks.
They farmved their own or rented land, or
in some other way deew thelr main sus-
tenance from agriculiural pursuits, Even
the professional men in the community
aof 1,870 inhabitanis, such as doctors,
lawyers, and civil engineers, joined their
humbler brethren who bodled as store-
keepers, commercial agenis, and real
estate operators, in some sort of apgr-
cultural! enterprise to make ends meet
and to advance their fortunes. Noae of
the enthusiasts could claim any ex-
perence in walerway construction for
regsidential and recreational purposes, bt
these dreamers sought an outlet for their
teemendous urge to creabe and to become
wiealthy in the procoess5?

Editor-owner Mathews reporied on
their deeam in which & paradise would be
created from & hades:

Colonel George G. Mathews, editor and
publisher of the Fort Lavderdate Sen-
nnel, was 8 leading proponent of recla-
matien of both the Everglades and the
coastal marshes.



There iz no plece on ke cast coast of
Florlda that presents the possibilitles for
o poradise on earth thal s effersd by the
land along New River,

A vizlonary group, drearmers I vou are
Megsed fto call (ke group, were gathered
in {he Sentinel office lost Twesday dis-
cusging the Gidelends leving  bebhween
Foart Letwderdate ond the boy, The idea of
thiese “dreamers™ s fhol by dredging
ol comels and cross conals 50 o D
feel wide through these [Tats, the st
and debeiz from (ke canals belng wsed lo
reise (ke level of the rest of the bnd ser-
eral feel, they will hove builded numercns
gmall Elonds surrouanded by he fresh
FILRREE log ters off Neo River,

These little Blands of every concelo
able shape end zize would nof be merely
o e bay froot bt would be Nrerally
sirronnded by waters of e bay and roer
with the Hides of the Atlendic rizing and
fatling in the sfreciz of this modern
Venice, the winfer resorf of the wealthy
af the nofion,

This remarkable dream and projec-
tion of mans will against nature iz all
the more astonishing when measured
against the backgrounds and financial
resources of the dreamers 3

Mathews, however, confinued his
report with even more defails of the me-
saort communily which would arise from
the miasmic, felid swamp which cut off
Forl Lauderdale fram Mew River Sound,
or what the dreamers called ““the bay,"
and the Atlantic bexch:

Laook, i you Reve @ viglon wilh ihese
dreamers info the fulure, see Hoese en-
chanled canols whese banks are @ contin-
wour moss of frogrant Towers ard trapt-
cal foliage winding in and oul among e
dliels, with high arched concrele bridges
af every sfreel crossing. With gondolos,
mafor boals and lownckes ereryrkens,
with ouwtomasbile roods from &=fe fo e
and do the mainfand, the business seclion
af aur eily on the one side, on the olher
acrogs e bay to Les-Chag-By-The-Sen
aied her aifractive balling beachies.

No, this & nel o wild deeam, 0§ 5 0
piion

D C. Alexander, principal owner of
Las-Olas- By -The-5¢a, and co-adventur-
ers Tom M. Brvan, S P. Snyder, M. A
Horit, R. E. Dyve, and Chares G. Rodes,
ar., joined their enthusiasm to Mathews".
For vears they upheld the prospect of
conquering and developing the swampy
morass which blocked realistic access to
and enjoyment of the Atlantic beach, 34

Althowgh the trustees of the Internal
Improvement Fund continued to expand
Everglades drainage, their pace was too
slow for energetic Broward Countians,
Led by William H, Marshall and Colonel
Mathews, they organized a grmss rools
movement known as “Back to Brows
ard.” in order to realize the dream of
the former governor to guickly drain the

Everglades. In furthemnce of this move-
ment, Hroward Countians elecied Mar-
shall their first stale representative,
Through his untiring and sometinmes exas-
peraling efforts, the Flornda Legislature
created the Napoleon B, Broward Drain-
ape Distriet in May 1917, Most of jis
territory lay in Broward County, with
some Inm Palm Beach and Dade Counties.
The district frustees, chaired by county
commissioner Alexander B, Lowe, were
empowersd to lay and collect taxes on
580,000 of Broward County’s 780,000
acres, seventy percent of the county's
total acreage. The district trustees levied
a tax of twenty-five cents per acre at jts
first meeting on June 13, 1917. Thus,
Broward Countlans assumed the job of
draining the Everglades and of providing
some means of leod control, 55

Despite the fine drainage provided by
the South Mew River Canal, the area
south and east of this canal to Danka suf-
fered from seasonal floods. Some dam-
aged farmers unsuceessfully sued the stabe
for redress, In order to alleviate this dam-
aging situafion and to open virgin land
for settlement, the state began the con-
structlon of the Dania “ut-0f Canal on
dane B, 1917, It would tie in with the
South Mew River Canal, emply into the
Enst Coast Canal al Danis, and melieve
flecding in Fort Lauderdale proper by
diverting Mew Hiver water into the Ensi
Const Canal. While farmers hoped for an
early completion of the Dania Cut.OffF
Canal, their hopes were not realized. By
Mareh E, 1918, the constructlon of the
canal had proceeded only to the west-
erm edge of Dixie Highway, now Federal
Highway. S5till, the canal had less than
one-half of a mile to go, 3%

Unlike Fort Lauderdale rmesidents,
Dianians early had drained and farmed Lhe
marsh land which cut their community
off from the East Coast Canal, They
formed their own dminage distriel east
of Dixie Highway and levied taxes, By
1918 they had dug twenty-five miles of
ditches, with roadbeds consiructed on
each ditch bank, thereby reclaiming
4,000 of the 6000 acres of the Feh 3ol
on which they grew tomatoes, Thal vege-
table made Dania famous as the winter
capital for tomato raising. Denians also
dug a canal from the Esst Coast Canal
inte the center of town for the dual
purposss of providing additional drain-
age for the East Marsh and of allowing
boats to transport the lush tomatoes 7

Lesz than eipht vears after Fort Lau-
derdale  incorporated in March 1911,
canal boat travel and agriculiural com-
meree had transformed the town into
the metropolis for the immediate hinter-
land and the Lake Okeechobee region.
In the last week of December 1918, no
less than a dozen heavily-laden canal
boats arrived with their agriculiural pro-
duce for shipment by mil to the north

and weat. Carl P. Weldling of the Fort
Lawderdole Herald meandered over from
his Wall Sireet newspaper offioe (o the
teeming and bustling MNew Hiver dock,
surveved the frenzied activity, and pe-
ported his findings to an eager public,
The Tiffin, Ohio, native, who had ar-
eived im Danks in 1912, expressed the
sentiments of Fort Lauderdale when he
wrote, “When you see the amount of
shipping done here and the great activi-
t¥v of the boatmen, one cannot help but
be impressed with the future of that
country and its gateway, Fort Laud-r-
dale,” ““that country™ being the ama
along the canals to Lake Okeschobes.
The Liberty, named &5 & result of World
War I, impressed Weldling with its val-
upble carge. This shallow-draft boat had
brought in 400 crates of vepetables. More
impressively, the crew of the adjacent
Ajox hurriedly unloaded its &00-crate
cargn in anticipation of an early metum
to the lake, The luscious cargoes of the
lake boats included tomatoes, beans, po-
tatoes, okra, eggs, and pepper. 38

The Napoleon B. Broward Drainage
Distriet found [tself handicapped by the
inadeguate methods it inherited from the
state. Conseguently, incessant clamors
argse locally to draw a plan which would
hasten the project. When the district
directors had collected enough taxes to
hire their own consultant-planner, they
did so with a vengeance reminiscent of
Crovernor Broward’s bold schemes, The
directors hired the shan Randolph Com-
pany of Chicage, internationally-recog-
ni®ed drainage and waler confrol experds.
In mid-January 1919, Mr, Randolph and
his technical entourage arrived in Forl
Lauderdabe, ready bo work. He and the
directors envisioned an expanded district
which would be the world's largest drain-
age project. In & day of heightened ex.
pectations, this move was applasded by
an enthusiastle Broward County popu-
lace. 59

Not only did local farmers and absen.
ter land speculators have a high estimate
af their destiny and national significance,
but local businessmen and the scant win-
ter visitor population shared the same
enthusigsm. In Febmuary 1919, the Fort
Lauwderdzle Herold boasted *“Without a
doubt Fort Lauderdale Is the blggest ship-
ping point of winter vegetables In the
states.” When the newspaper recognized
that Miami might dispute this claim, it
alluded to the natural rivalry between
the two cities. Certainly, Fort Lauderdale
boosters might have dispuled Miami's
clakm with ample justification because
the city shipped not only for itself but for
the enlire Everglades hinterland north-
ward through the lake megion, A Herald
representative visited the Jocal docks to
aubstantiale the newspaper’s claim After
an inspection of each shipment, he found
that they were ticketed to forly -eight
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cities ranging from Boston, Chicago,
Denver, and Salt Lake City to Los Ange-
les. The dozen different types of produce
headed northward and westward in -
frigerated rallway cars ranged from ok,
stringbeans, tomatoes, and several kinds
of potatoes to cabbage. All these fresh
vepetables, consumed n frigid climates,
acted & o0 many publicity flvers to lure
people to the pleasures of balmy south
Flarida &0

Boat builders and operators rushed to
join and boost the beoming hinberdand
commerce that clogged Fort Lauderdale's
docks. Local financial institutions and
ather financial backers participated. Om
May 16, 1919, the Palm Boat Company
launched the canal bost Ssgo under the
aegis af the owner, Capiain M. R. Fitz-
hugh, He immediately prepared for her
madiden voyvage to Okeelanta, South Bay,
and Torrey Idand, all locsted i the
take hinterland, Innovative Captain Fitz-
hugh incorporated some mew features in
the construction of this skxty-four foot
long, eighteen foot wide beamed vessel,
He built the wheel under the hull in-
stead of having it project from the stemn.
This eombination freight and passenger
craft had an expanse which drew only
twenty-four inches of water instead of
the thirty inches normal for boats of this
size and tonnage. While still in the plan-
ning stage, Captaln Fitzhugh added
stateroodns on the wpper deck for whites
and on the lower deck for blacks., The
total passenger capacity would be 200,
Long meeded, the double twin-screw pro-
pelled craft appealed to Broward Coun-
tians as it assumed the Magsiafl position
in the Palm Boat Company line, !

Long serviceable & Fort Lauderdale's
only public dock, the commercial dock
bcabted next to the rallway track was in-
adeguate. It could not accomodate the
increating private vacht traffie engender-
ed by the mflux of postwar tourists,
many of ihem anxbous to invest in local
properties, Unusual interest was aroused
when plans were announced in 1918 for
the comnstruction of Broward County’s
first modern hotel. From the day con-
struction began untll the Broward Hotel
apened in November 1919, Fort Lauder-
dale’s eity fathers eyed the hobel a a
means to lure and to keep Lowrisis
Wherenpon, property owners vobed sixty -
five to fourbeen for a bond isue to build
2 mine-hole golf course which would
hoost bourism for both the hotel and the
city, In conjunction with the Broward
Hotel, which attracted wachtsmen, the
City of Fort Lauderdale built the first
concrete seawall in the county in 1919,
without first securing a clearance (rom
the United States Corps of Engineers.
City fathers awarded John Olsson the
contrzct for the seawall and contiguous
dock for 51,150 and 32,0090, respectively.
His speech heavily tinged with his native
accent, the Swedish contractor, who had
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erected the 95E-food Erestle across the
East Coast Canal in 1917 to provide ac-
cess bo the new Las Olas Boulevard draw-
bridge, carried the sobriguet **Hurry up
dohn®™ because of his intense method of
comstraction, The yachismen's attmetive
seavwall-dock extended from the north-
easi cormer of the Andrews Avenue hridge
eastward to the alley which man behind
the Broward Hotel, From the bridge, the
dock gradually receded to twenty leet in
width ab the east end, Awarded the con-
trael in August, the dynamic Olson cofm.
pleted his work in October, in Eime for
the opening of the Lourist season which
lasted through March. Auxiliary to these
tourist facilities, local anglers voluntarily
placed depth and informational markers
in the East Coast Canal ar Mew River
Sound as direclion and safety features, 02

As long as waterbome commercial
transportation offered minimum compe-
titlon, Hemry M. Flagler's Florida East
Coast Rallway Company charped farmers
and merchants high rates. Water trans.
portation  measurably  increased  afber
1911, when the East Coast Canal from
Jucksonville to Miami was completed,
but Flagler’s mtes skyrocketed, The in-
crease was fueled, in part, by the im-
mense sums which he had expended to
constrect his milway to Eey West, This
venture was not so profitable in light of
constriuction expendilures, Despite in-
tense probests, railway users fought a
losing batthe against the rates of this
solitary railway in southeast Florida, In
the belief that a public harbor would
successiully eater to transportation lnes
that would lower freight eosts, Broward
Countians opled for the eonstruction of
a harbor on the west side of the East
Coast Canal at Fart Lauderdale, 52

The first step in this venfure necessita-
ted the closing of Mew River Inlet st Hol-
lywond, where Joseph W, Young had pur-
chased most of the land, and the opening
of & new imlet at B.l].' Mahe thmugh
which the East Coast Canal channel ran.,
On January 4, 1922, the Board of Coun-
ty Commistoners authorized a 700,000
bond ksue, S100,000 of which was to be
expended for the imitiation of a public
harbor. The bond proposal for the harbor
improvement called for cubting a ten Fool
deep inlet acros the bar opposite New
River's entranee to the East Cosst Canal;
building jetties: and dredging a basin in
the canal. All would give Fort Lauderdale
the initial facilities for 8 modem harbor
which would cater to both vachismen
and comrerclal Interesis. Late in March
1922  county volers approved the
ET00,000 bond issue, most of which went
for the construction of roads and bridges,
by a whopping majority of 228 to thirly.
one. Fort Lauderdale wolers were 2EX
for and three against the bond issue, Only
in Hallandale did the volers disapprove,
and that was by a seven Lo eleven ballat.
The opening aof New River Inlet in

1923 brought te the forefront the long-
standing advocacy that Bay Mabel be util -
ized nod only & & provincal seaport but
that it be upgraded to a world seaport by
the eonstruction of sglips and  ware-
hounses, 54

Sinee 1912 the North New River Canal
had been the principal artery between the
lake region and Broward County; and it
had little competition so long as no roads
of railways connected the seaconst with
that reglon. For two reasons, however,
thi= canal presented troublesome ob-
gtacles for passenger and commerncial na-
vigation, The upper twenty-three miles
were pever excavated below the top of
the bedrock; thus, this seetion constitu-
ted a portion thal was shallower than the
lower portion, Additionally, constant
silting further reduced the normal four
to five feed depth of the canal, and this
also hindered proper drainage. In order
to overcamse these diffieultles, boatsmen
continually sought means to lessen their
boat drafts. For some vears Capiain John
Ziegler's Liberiy [ reguired fwenby.six
inches o navigate with a Mull cargo, As
the canal's silting took its toll, in March
1922 he constructed Liberdy IT Tor com-
merce in the lake region, This sixty-four
and a half by alxteen foot craft, powered
by a fifteen horsepower Fairbanks crude-
oil-burning  engine, drew  only  seven
inches when launched, She could carry
2,000 crates of lake potatoes with only
& thirteen inch draft and, when fully
loaded, ecould navigate waters desp
enough to foatl any owboat. Although
Captain  Ziegler and other innovalive
boatsmen gloried in their accomplish-
ments, they were unaware thal the days
of commercial navigation on the canal
were  numbered, In  Seplember 1924
this canal closed its waters beyond Lock
MNo. 1 to all commercial navigation. The
difficulties of maintaining a feasible
depth and the introduction of roads and
railways Lo the lake reglon contributed
Lo Lhis situathon. S5

West Virginian Charles 4. Rodes, 5r,,
who came bo Fort Laaderdale from AMel-
bourme in 1907 at the urging of his bro-
ther-in-law Willlam C. “BEill" Kyle, was
influenced by the 1916 dreamers who en.
visioned the conversion of the mangrove
gwamp lands between Ford Lauderdale
and the East Coast Canal inte a modern
Venice of America, Rodes owned swamp
land east of Sespiro Canal and south of
Las Olas Boulevard. As the United States
grew wealthier, the number of winter
tourists gradually increased, In the early
1920z Rodes began to build canals on a
amnall scale. As his land sales increased,
50 did his canal construction., The one fed
on the other, By the beginning of 1925
Rodes had completed his canal construg-
tion. On January 22 he launched an in-
tensive effort to zell all the vacant lots
and the few homes which he had con-
strueted in his subdivision, Veniee. The



rich and famow: bought lots and homes.
The national attemtion which Yenlce
brought astounded Broward Countbans.
It can be sald that Roedes' development,
together with the construction projects
launched by Tom M., Bryvan, Thomas N,
Stilwell, and William F, Morang, hrought
the Florida Boom of the 1920: to Fort
Lauderdale. In the summer of 1925
Hodes sold his interest in Veniee Lo the
Cape Cod Realty Company of Massa-
chusetts for the currently amazing
amount of 5240000, With part of the
proceeds he hired two milwvay coaches,
attached them to special tmins, and took
e than Oty of his relatives on an all-
expense-paid forty dav holiday trip to
Califomia and Mexico. This was an out-
standing accomplishment for farmer and
feed store operator Rodes who, for a
tirma, lessened his real estate opemations
to enjoy his newly -acquired wealth &

An  entreprepneur moee  remarkable
than Rodes and Brvan had already begun
his Fort Lavderdale career before Rodes'
peaked. Former Bostonlan Willlam F,
Morang began in 1924 with the develop-
ment of Rio Vista, the first of his enorm-
ous projects. They all involved the cons
struction of artificial waterways, cause-
wiys, and bridges, [[ no subliminal desire
to beautify Forl Lauderdale per & mos
tivated Rodes, the same was true [or
Morang, Their motivation sprang from
the profit motive, Alter they purchased,
for & relative pittance, immense tracts of
watery wastelands unfit for human habi-
tation, the construction of artificial
waterways for reclamation provided huge
profits. In sddition it met the inordinate
demands of northem tourists who were
anxious to take pdvantage of the state’s
low tax mate, its lenient inheritance (ax
system, and its leisurely lifestyvle, At Rio
Vista Morang enlarged and extended
westward the bight which he called Tar-
pon Canal. It drained inte New River al
Tarpon Bend. Morang aleo began the
development of Lauderdale lsles, south of
Rip Vista, and the area east of Sospiro
Canal and north of Las Olas Boulevand,
The latter area made him  the northem
neighbor aof Rodes® Venice develop-
menlE?

Mecessity forced Morang to dig canals
and to use the spoilage for access routes,
bridges, and home constructlon. His
Olympian plan called for the constrzction
of a causewny and drawhridge pcross Mew
River Sound to connect Lauderdale Tsles
and his Las Olas Boulevard land, Sketches
o huge hotels contemplated f[or the
colsin developments appeared in his
newspaper adverlisements. It was antici-
pated that the accomplishment of his
projects would convert Forl Lauderdale
into & major, national tourist center. He
built the drawbridge, bul nol the eause.
way, before the Boom crashed and left
him virtually penniless. In his Las Olas
development he dug a series of canals

i) l_.. e

e e

whose bridges connected the spoiled-
raised islands with the boulevard. But the
cragh left them wndeveloped, and for
vears they remained telling monuments
of the ambitious plans spawned by the

Boom. In addition to these planned
propects, Morang contemplated a series
of marings in both developments as a
magnet to attract northem tourists and
men with capital who would invest on
& large scale, &8

Entreprencurs Hodes and Morang
found a fellow visionary in Thomas M.
Hilwell, a transplanted Hoosier from
Anderson, Indiana. Bolstersd with eapi-
tal from northemn sources, Sdilwell and
hiz associates purchased worthless man-
grove swampland from M.A. Horit and
R. E. Dve, east of Redes” Venice. The
Fort Laaderdale Seatiné! omn Novem-
ber 19, 1920, in an article titled **Proofl
That Dreams Come Troe,” detailed how
Stilwell and his amociates in the MNew
River Development Company had begun
on February 7 of that year (o salvage use-
less swarmpland. They eventually brought
in dredges from as far away as Jacksodn-
ville to recover subdivisions which Stil-
well dubbed Iylwyld and Riviera. In

Frank Marshall's
dredge begins the
development of
C.G. Rodas”
“enice,” the
first island suls-
divison in Brow-
ard County, 19256
labovel, Charles
G. Rodes, dr,
[left] ,son of the
Venice developer,
cami ta Fort
Lauderdale m
1907 at the age of
four. During tha
18204, he, like his
favher, prosperad
in the real estate
business,

some Instances, palatinl homes which
faced waterways attracted the wery
wealthy: but investors of all hues moved
inte homes far supericr to those in the
main section of Fort Lauderdale, Lavish
newspaper and magazine advertisemenis,
combined with high pressure salesman-
ahip, enticed the famous and wealithy
to invest in reclaimed lands east and
south of downtown Forl Laaderdale,
Bumper plates proudly proclaiming *“Fort
Laupderdale: Venice of Amerc," began
to appear. In the reclamation process,
Stilwell and his asociabes, particularly
M. A. Horit and R. E. Dye, reaped huge
profigs 6%

Unlike Hodes, who retrenched hiz op-
erations after the sale of Venlce, Sthl-
well, Hortt, and Dwve expanded their
wheeling and dealing by diversifying
their inwestments. This was particulardy
true of Stilwell. Unlike Momng and
others, the crash of the Boom did not
render him penniless. In the process Stil-
well became a public benefactor. Until
1923, Broward Countians who were
seriously il or injured had Lo be Lrans-
ported to Miami for hospital treatment.
Stilwell remedied that situntion by [
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nancing a hospital in Fort Lauderdale,
He turmned its operation over to his
son-in<law, Dr. Scoit Edwards, who
named the hospital for himself, 3til-
well later purchased and opeorated the
Forl Lauderdele Daily News, an unprofit-
able venture which he sold to Governor
Robert H. Gore In 1929 for SG7.000.
Unlike the fy-by-nlghters who develop-
ed for profit only, Rodes, Stilwell, Hortt,
Diwe, and many other smaller developers
made their home In the county and
contineed to develop and to contribute
te their communities throughout the
crash and Great Depression, Thus, they
revealed  their strenpgth  of chamecter
during adversity./?

If Rodes, Morang, Stilwell, and their
{eliow developers appeared to the public
az bold, daring entrepreneurs, native
Washingtontan Joseph  Wesley YWoung
dwarfed them not only In the extent of
hiz manifald enterprizes but also as the
charismatic developer of an entire city.
When Young began to develop Holly-
woodl from scratch in 1921, he mostly
purchased land that did not need drain-
age. But his holdings did include the man-
grove swamp area that abutted the Atlan-
tle Cean. While Young did dig some
resldential waterways, he concentrated on
constructing his elty on relatively high,
dry land. 1

As A visiomary and builder, Young
takes his place with such great Florida

developers as Creorge Memick of Coml
Liables, Cad Fwsber of Miami Beach, and
Addizon Mizner of Boca Raton, Unlike
those developers of entine cities whose
operations stopped at their city limils,
Young planned to become not only
the prime developer of Broward County
but the chief architect of south Florda
development, including the Everglades,
To these ends Young set out to build a
wiorld seaport In Bay Mabel through
which the narrow and unpredictable
channel of the underutilized East Coast
Canial ranm, This shallow lake was Tormed
by spillage of ocean wabter across the nar:
row spit of land which separated the
ocean [rom the mangrove swamp to the
wist, and from the swamp itsell, The
name: Bay Mahe] appears to have been of
compamatively recent derivation, Early
maps and pioneer settlers like William
Cooley neither recorded nor mentioned
it. It appears to have entered the public
reconds when Arthur Willimms purchased
land in @ts vieinity and recorded his
purchases in 1BB5. The shallow lake, &
mvixiure of sl and fresh water, averaged
# bare three and one hall feel in depih.
Mevertheless, it covered upwards of 4,020
acres, Young purchased the worthbess
lake for a nominal sum. His chiel engi-
neer, Frank O, Dickey, determined that it
could be dredged mear the north end. The
expenditure  of $15000000, stated
Dickey, would convert Bay Mabel into a
first class, International seaport.”2

Coming to south Florids from India-
napolis, Indiana, Young envisioned a
:‘naguiﬁn'lzl Mufure, His seaport would be-
oome the commercial entrepot to service
all south Florida, although he realized
that mammoth porls did not thrive, or
even  ondinarily survive, on  one-way
trade. To eounter this deficiency, Young
envislened an accelerated drainage and
reclamation  program (o develop  Lhe
Everglades. He purchased land near
Davie for sale to small farmers, and offer-
ed to build a tram to deliver produce to
Port Bay Mabel. He reazsoned human oc-
cupation woitld furnish agricultural pro-
ducts for consumption at home and
abroad, In order to prepare for and sus-
tain the domestication of the Everglades,
Young' engineers drafted plans for a
voeational school n Hollywood that
would accommodate 600 studemts. That
figure was ten times the annual nmember
of high school graduates in Broward
County.”+

The engineor's  estimate of a
£15,000,000 price tap, and the subse-
guent necessity to employ 1,500 men for
the long-term construction of Port Bay
Mabel, now Port Everglades, falled to
deter the exuberant Young Ebullient
but not egregious at this stage in his
career, Moung grabbed for the best when
e hired General G, W, Goethals, en-
glnﬂ-r of the Panama Canal, as window -
dressing for his project. This act was
made all the more remarkable because

IO VanDeren

Principal figuras in the creation of Hollywood incleded davel -
oper Joiaph W. Young, and engineers Frank C. Dickey and
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GW Geoethals
E.C DicKey

General George W, Goethals., Goethals had been chief engineer
on the Panama Canal,



he was then creating an entive cify out
of the wildemess. In addition, Young
persondlly supervised the operation of
his own electric plant and published a
quality newspaper and a eolorful maga-
gine, Il the placement of General Goe-
thals an his payroll might not have con-
vinced investors of the soundness and
quality of his International port, Young
purchased an entire guarry in Maine and
chartered six ships to transport the jet-
ty rock, Huge guantities of reck were
needed for the two jetlies, one mile
long and 1,00Hd feet apart, which would
extend inte the ocean and provide a har-
bor entrance, T4

Young's mammath water project was
based on the figures submitted te him
by Dickev, in whom he had placed great
faith. Dickey personally conduected tests
which revealed that rock would be reach-
od at a twelve foof depth. Dredpe spoil -
age would convert worthless mangrove
swamps into land suitable for wares
hainses, offices, road and railways, and
storage [acilities. Dickey planned a
turning basin that would measure 1,500
feet by 2000 feet and & channel entrance
J0 feet wide. Becase the harbor would
b thirty feet in depth, engineers assert-
ed that the world’s largest ships, carrying
their  wealth-producing cargoes, could
enter and depart with ease. By the first
week in April 1925, Young had his mind-
boggling seaport projpect well under con.
struetion, Despite the ephemeral nature
of his connection with the finished
project, which was completed by the
citiea of Fort Lauderdale and Hollywood,
Young gave Browsrd Countlans & wision
of what could be done with downright
pemicious waterways when courage and
foresight were employed, 7

Enticed by the huge waterway devel-
opments and stimulated by the primal
urge for o better lifestyle, large migrations
of northerners and midwesterners added
their energies and euliural traits to Brow-
ard County. Up to that time the area had
bheen domdnated by native Amercans
from the South and from HKansas, by
Swedes from Mew York, and by Danes
from Wisconsin and Chicago.

The briefl Beom period witnessed the
rise of & cosmopolitan, helerogenous
population. The official state census,
conducted in February 1925, revealed
that Broward County had grown &0 a
population af 14,242 froem a 1920 count
of 5,135, and that the first phase of the
Boom had begun. During the same five
vear period, the incorporated compnumni-
tles showed & corresponding but uneven
growth: Fort  Lauderdale rose from
2065 o HB25; Fompanc from 636 to
1.750; and Dania from 762 to 1,473, Al-
though Davie, Hollywood, Oakland Park
{Floranada), and Deerfield incorporated
later in the vear, it was too late for in-
clusion in the early census, These migra-
tions gave Broward County a character

The first settlers of Pompano eongragated around Lettuce Lake, a natural bady of water
at the mouth of Cypress Cresk, By the late 19205, the lake was renamed Lake Santa
Barbara.

s much northermn as it a5 southem and
differentlated the area from the sEamling-
Iy southern character of narth Florida.
Then, and for two generations thereafter,
the dominant forees in Florida politics
were the “pork chop™ polleles of the
northern section of the state &

Waterway projects’ progress in eastern
Broward County and the Napoleon E,
Broward Drainage District, ceniered in
the central and weslern sections, eontin.
ually engrossed more county land, By
February 1925, B79,670 acres of the
county's total acreage of THO,000 had
been included in the drainage distriel,
thus revealing the enormous extent Lo
which the econtrol and use of water
dominated Broward Countians. This
eighty -seven  percent of the county's
land was taxed for water wtllization by
the district directors. The rates ranged
from elghty -two cents per acre for those
district areas which had profited the most
from water control to tem cenis per acoe
for the 138,880 acres that had profited
the least. As & consequence, taxes for the
district rose to 5265,829. No matber how
water and waberways fgured in the fotal
picture of Broward County development
in 1925, whether for drainage and recla-
mation of farmlands or for walerways as
an indocement for luxury and ecmmer-
cial accommodations, water sthll rernain-
ed the most Important single element
during the Boom. The climax of the
Eoom would come at the end of 13257

Building upon the dock and seawall
constructed by John Olsson in 1919,
Fort Lauderdale steadily increased facili-
ties for the burgeoning vacht and pleasure
hoat trade which made the city a focal
point for waber activities, Yachiing activi-
ties focused on the Anglers Club located

in Redes' Venice, To impose order on the
water traffic, the City of Fort Lauderdale
appointed A. J. Garten as lts first deck-
master in 1923, Garten had his hands full
in the fiest full winter season of 1924-25
when more than 1,200 boats of all classi-
flcations arrived. At low tide, New River
Inlet could aecommaodate boats of twelve-
foot draft, while the river's depth varied
from twelve to 100 feet, The river docks
woere 140 feet apart, and the cily granted
water and dockage rights free of charge.
Up the rver, Captain Gearge J. Filking-
tor operated s yacht basin where he
stored between 200 to 300 vachts during
the summer, In amazement, Fort Lauder-
dale’s residents watehed the largest yacht
dock. Despite its 211-ton displacement,
which resnlted from s 120 by twenty-
three foot hull, J. 5 Phipps of New York
easlly maneuvered the Seminole into posi-
tion, The amival of Fhipps” yachi mised
hopes lor a continual growth in atircting
wealthy men who would invest in Brow-
ard County &

With multitudes of neweomers pouring
into Fort Lauderdale’s waterfront devel-
apments, the cty fathers directed Dock-
measter Garten to make a meticuboss sar-
vey of the waterways within the cliy
limits in order to determine their extent
and navigakility, Garten’s survey revealed
that hoats could navignbe forty miles of
virious types of streams. Only waberways
actually in use or under construction
found a place in his carefully ehecked and
revised fgures. To a Forl Lauderdale
Daity News reporter who aceosted him
an the subject, Garten asserted that the
additional miles contemplated by repu-
table developers would add considerable
mileage after completion, Garten's July
1925 survey is remarkable in light of the
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restricted eity limits of Fort Lauderdale
ab that time, limits that would be greatly
extended within a year??

As the 1925 Boom continued its rol-
licking pace in transforming the lifestyle
and topography of Broward County,
waterways received more public atten-
tion. A 100-aere development n Pom-
pano, known & Genessee [sles, came on
the market, The promaters broadeast that
the development would feature the latest
in waterfront living. A combination of
exotic, wabterfront scenery, fine waber-
front homes, and commercial ventures
brought excursion boat operators inbo
prominence, Among the most exiolled
excursions: were those of H, Kester and
C. A Gould. In July they began their
excursions along Mew River to Davie in
their eighty-passenger cabin houseboal
Esmomda. At night, excursions were
made to Port Bay Mabel to see Young's
comstruetion. Famondo anchored there
for a half hour before making the reiurn
trip to Fort Lauwderdale, where she an-
chored at 10:30 pom. Throughout the
exeursion, the delighted passengers were
enitertalned by an imported orchesira 20

Early In November 1925 & new era of
waler transportation opened in Broward
County when two heavily-lnden ships,
loaded with bullding material, arrived
from Jacksonville via the East Coast
Canal. The Florida East Coast Rail-
way's Imposition of o freight embargo
for south Florida several months earler
was responsible for this phenomenon.
The rallway had sent only emengency
cargo. So many building materials had
been sent on short notice that consignees
could mot unlond the cars fast enough
because of a labor shortage. Unloaded
southbound cars were siacked up from
Wost Palm Beach to Miami. As & resulb,
developers, particulady Young at Port
Bay Mabel and Hollywood, immediately
increased their use of waterbome trans.
portation. AL the Fort Lauderdale docks,
the sight of large bosats unlopding their
cargoes  armoused the expectation that
waterhorne  transportation  would sur-
mount the hampering effects of the rail-
way embargo, no matter how long it
lasted. The uwse of the municipal docks
& a base for the distribution of construe-
tion material to varous parts of the coun-
tw, and the impact that this event had on
the wsual rounds of renzbed activity, had
a salutary effect upon developers and
builders. 1§ demonsirated to them the
extraordinary  possibilities of Broward
County as a strabegic entrepot for seuth
Florida, blessed as it was with both the
Atlantic Oeean and the Easst Coast Canal
at its doors, 01

The Boom in Broward County reached
its zenith on a note of optimism as 1925
ended, To a rabidly expectant citizenry
the Boom seemed, at its beginning, to
have no end in sight. The Boom and the
Seplember 1926 hurricane, which deter-
mined the Boom's denouement, indelibly
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fixed themselves in the cilizenry's memo-
rv. For two generations afterwards, Boom
and hurricane survivors compared every-
thing to the wonderful, magec events of
that “era of Whimsical nonsense” when it
was glorious to be alive and participating.
Stories of extravagance during the Boom,
of wild speculation in which fortunes
were won and lost in a matter of months,
and of unpamalleled population expansion
in 8 county unprepared to cope with a
population exploston perslsted until it be-
came 3 hallmark of a citlzen’s compre-
hension of current matters, whether or
not he had been in the county during
the Boom, 82

In no domain kave legends surround-
ing the Boom, both during and after-
wards, been given more lofty prolifera-
tion than in the area of population. In.
coming migrants lived anywhere they
could, due to housing shortages, Yacant
Iots, railway statbons, house trailers, and
migrant camps provided shelters. As a
consequence of the confusion and short-
ages, appalled citizens estimated the
population to be much greater than it
actually was, To sel the eitizens’ mind at
rest, Fort Lauderdale city fathers ordered
that a census be conducted at public ex-
pense. Reverend W, K. Burton, erst-
while minister of the First Christian
Church, agreed to undertake the census
for S6000, Additionally, the city fathers
hoped that the figures would be large
enough to lower the interest rate on the
huge bond isue which was being Noated
to ease the rising needs of the population.
Burton hired thirteen canvassers and com-
pleted the census during the first week of
December 1925, While the results werne
startling, they were less spectacular than
miost ohservers expected. Burton reporied
ithe exact population of the city to be
15,915; 12,428 of whom wers whites and

3487 of whom were blacks, Mo one was
counted who had not lived in the city less
than a self-atiesied period of throee
months, (Mherwise, Burton estimated
that the count would have reached
18,000, While the population Dgure did
not meach the expectations of the most
sanguine, it did mepresenlt a whopping
300 pereent increase from February to
Movember 1925, The «ity's building
depariment fgures for 1925 however,
inereased even more dramatically per-
centage. wisge than did the population,
They skyrocketed 900 percent over
1924: from $H78,380 to HB.165.800,
The month of December established a
new recornd at 51,718,030.82

When Young experienced financial prob-
lere i building Port Bay Mabel, the
cities af Fort Lawuderdale and Hollywood
entered into a Tripartite Agreement with
Young whereby each entlty would contri-
buate (s third toward the completion of
the harbor, Despite Young®s [nability
to shoulder his share of the burden, Fort
Bav Mabel opened with unusual fanfare
on February 22, 1928 Iis skimpy faclli-
ties for handling cargoes hardly gualified
it a5 A world seaporl, With the formal
opening of the port, however, the founda-

tions of Browasrd Counly’s walerways
were vitually completed. Later enormous

additions have, for the most part, followed
madifications of the basic features for
which Broward Countians worked & quar-
ter of a century, 84

Mever did a visionary possess so much
imagination with so few means at his dis-
posal to accomplish them as did Dr,
Thomas E. Will. He lived altermnately in
the Lake Okeechobee reglon and at Fort
Lauderdale, This former college presi-
dent, who becamse the Everglades’ most
rahid beoster for (wo generations, expres-
sed his vision in a speech before the

House where Dr. Thomas E. Will lived in the late 1920s, located on Southwest Gth
Avenue betwesn Southwest 2Znd Street and Southwest 3rd Street, Fort Lauderdale,



South Florida Development League in
Fort Lauderdale in July 1928 after the
crash of the Boom had ushered In a de-
pression of serious magnitude, The speech
pointed to the immense prosperity in
store for south Florida in the symbiosis

of Everglades, sgriculture, and waters
ways. Will believed that there should be
& marriage of waterway construction and
utilization through the constructive use
ol a drained and reclaimed Everglades, 85
“South Florda,”™ eloequently exclaim-
ed the impassioned Will, “‘is sirategically
located for world commerce, being near
the crosing of the 80th meridian and the
25th parallel. It Faces eastward toward
the Mediterranean and Europe; to the
southeast lles eastern Bouth America; to
the west, through the Panama Canal,
world gateway, western South America
and the Orient can be reached,” “Thus,™
he asserbed, “we stand at the hub, the
geagraphical focus of fulure commerce
and culture,"" When Wil spoke in 1928,
the depression subsequent to the Boom
had already decimated the population
and industry to which south Florida had
become accustomied. Some pessimists Lald
the blame for the erash on the frenzied
tourist and development trades which
had neglected the time-honored agricul-
tural industry. Because af the crash,
many erstwhile real estate big-timers
and their entourages were forced to farm
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Will eapitalized on  the retum o
farming and, although his speech con-
tained a criticiem of Boom excesses, his
muin theme was that of marering the
tourist- development trade to the Boom-
feglected agriculiural industry. He felt
that south Florida must become a center
for agriculiural production, and that
thode asccompanying transportation and
irrigation meeds would be bolstered by
the willizatlon of curent and fofure
waterways, Will also believed that eultiva-
tion of the deained Everglaces, and the
proper use of emanating waterways,
waotld furnish a sure foundation for south
Flarida prosperity, Some considered Will
to be a fanatic on the Everglades and
waterways issues; others thought him to
be an apostle of the future, Before and
after his 1928 speech, he harangued any
sudience, whether he comered them ln
front of the Sweet Building or on an An-
drews Awvenue street comer, &7

It is evidend that, prior to the days of
the earliest explorers and settlers and
through the great Florida Land Boom of
the mid-1920%, water s rrounded Brow-
ard County on the east and inundated it
on the west, paradoxically posing the
greatest obstacles and the highest possibi-
lities for man. For the majority of this
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This wealth, and the consequent ease
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heavy growih in population as migrants
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