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FRIENDS OF GIBRALTAR  HERITAGE SOCIETY 
 

NEWSLETTER NO 79                                                      APRIL 2007 
xxxxx 

2007/08 SUBSCRIPTIONS 
For those members who do not have a 'Standing Order' for his or her subscription  
(£15.00 per year), please note that the new subscription year begins on 1st  
April 2007, so send  your contribution as soon as possible, to avoid being  
deleted from the membership list and thus losing your entitlement to our  
magnificent newsletter and all the information contained therein. 
Post your subscription to David J Inker 'Macausland House' 15 Skye Close,  
Cosham, Portsmouth, Hants PO6 3LT. 
If you wish you may open a 'Standing Order. by completing the 'SO'  
request, which can be obtained from the Website 
 

xxxxx 
GIBRALTAR DAY 

Gibraltar Day  will be held on Monday 22nd October at The Guildhall in the City of London.  
Members  who  have changed address or who have not been invited in previous years should inform 
Albert Poggio or Lucy Frost by  31st July at The Gibraltar Government, London Office, 178-179 
Strand, London WC2R 1EL  Telephone 020 7836 0777  email info@gibraltar.gov.uk 

xxxxx 
VISIT TO GIBRALTAR 10 – 17 JUNE 2007 
Depart 10 June Sunday  1555 Flight BA6906 
Return 17 June Sunday  1210 Flight BA6903 
It is possible to alter your arrival and departure and fly to and from Luton airport. Please consult 
Stephanie Cadogan on  02380 828 364 or email her at steph.cadogan@cadoganholidays.com   
The cost per person is £446. This includes transfers to and from  Gibraltar airport to hotel and bed and 
buffet breakfast.  No single occupancy supplements. 
Individual bookings are directly with Cadogan Holidays Ltd Abta V7066 CAA-ATOL078 and 
are subject to the company’s terms and conditions. The Society makes no representations and 
accepts no liability for the travel accommodation or any arrangements. 
Draft programme: 
10 June Sunday: informal get to know each other at the Barbary Bar, Rock Hotel. 
11 June Monday: welcome and outline of programme by Gibraltar Heritage Trust – tour of Convent – 
Cocktail party at the Rock Hotel by invitation of Joe Gaggero. 
12 June Tuesday: tour of World War Two tunnels and  or 18th Century tunnels - visit to Masonic 
Temple – Rotary meeting at Rock Hotel. 
13 June Wednesday: Queen’s Birthday Parade and Garden Party at Convent. 
14 June Thursday: King’s Bastion, Orange Bastion, visit to market to take coffee and churos. 
Cocktail party at 2 Governor’s Lane by invitation of Brenda Brufal. 
15 June Friday: visit to Sacred Heart School – reception and presentation of Heritage awards at 
Garrison Library by invitation of Gibraltar Heritage Trust. 
16 June Saturday: in order to mark the signing of the historic Cordaba Agreement  a day will be spent 
across the border and will include a visit to San Roque and a drive round local historical sights ending 
up with drinks up in the hills overlooking Sotogrande. This will be arranged by Tito Benady. 
17 June Sunday: depart for the Mother Country. 
This programme has been arranged for veterans who have made many visits to Gibraltar; if anyone is 
making a first visit then a special tour will be provided. If there is anything else that appeals then 
contact Mike Brufal on lendinez@aol.com 
Members who have expressed an interest in joining the party: Neil MacLachlan; John Clark; 
Ann Benady; Tito Benady;  Mike Brufal; Brenda Brufal; Peter and Valerie Abraham;  
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David and Sandra Inker; Michael and Joan Wood; Jeff Taylor; Janet and Neville Whiteley; 
Richard Wells; Adrienne Bird; Ms Stark; Ernie and Marcella Reading; 
John and Marie York; Peter and Ann Watson; Mary Hirst; Roger and Joan Bell; 
Richard and Irma Madey 

xxxxx 
OBITUARIES: 
JOHN GORDON FERGUSSON 
 Gordon Fergusson has died at the age of 81. He was a regular contributor  to this newsletter  
with stories about his time in the Convent when he was ADC to General Sir Kenneth Anderson  
1948-50. 
 Gordon was born at Horsley Hall in Gresford and moved to the estate of Sandy Brow about 
six weeks later where he was to spend the rest of his life. He was educated at Radley , RMA Sandhurst, 
commissioned into 27th Royal Lancers and then sent to Magdalen College, Oxford where for six 
months he lived next to C.S. Lewis.   
 After the Second World War he transferred to the 12th Lancers and was posted to Palestine. He 
recalls how when he escorted the King of Jordan out of Palestine in a convoy of armoured cars when 
the General, who was in his car, handed Gordon his staff cap saying ‘You take the salutes as I need a 
kip’. At the time he was flattered to be taking the General’s salutes but realised later that he was there 
to take any sniper fire aimed at the senior officer. 
 After Palestine  and a spell as the Regiment’s Assistant Adjutant  he applied for the position as 
ADC to the Governor of Gibraltar, General Sir Kenneth Anderson. Much to his surprise he was 
successful, he met Marielou Gaggero, proposed and was married at St James’s Spanish Place in 1950.  
 He left the army and returned to manage his estate which had gone to rack and ruin during the 
war. He resisted the temptation to sell, made the estate profitable, found a tenant for the racing stables 
and became totally involved with the Tarporley Hunt Club. 
 Inspired by the ghost of C.S. Lewis he began to write articles about local history for the 
Chester Chronicle and then started on ‘Hounds  are Home’ which was published twelve years later. 
This is the history of the Calpe Hunt. 
 During this time Marielou and Gordon had three sons and this period of tranquillity and 
happiness was shattered when his wife died in 1988. When age prevented him from riding he turned to 
golf and on occasion would play 36 holes in a day. 
 In 1989 he handed the management of the estate to his son William and set about writing ‘The 
Green Collars’ – the history of the Tarporley Hunt Club. 
 ‘Hounds are Home’ has long been out of print and much to his amazement copies fetch  high 
prices in second hand book shops. It is highly regarded in Campamento and  the Bernal restaurant has a 
battered copy which is brought out whenever guests ask about the Calpe Hunt. 
 The Society sends its condolences to all members of his family. 

xxxxx 
 THE REVEREND DOM FRANCIS LITTLE - PADRECITO 
 
 Dom Francis Little died around 2300 hours in the infirmary at Downside Abbey on 
Wednesday 21 March , in the company of his fellow Benedictine monks, aged 88, having spent over 70 
years as a monk. 

Terence Little was born in 1919, educated at St Benedict’s School, Ealing and entered the 
Downside monastery in 1935  taking the religious name Francis.   

Father Francis started to teach Spanish during the Second World War at Downside School and 
became renowned  for his love of the Spanish language and culture which he showcased by wearing a 
Basque beret.  

The first Gibraltarian he came across was Joe Gaggero who paid this tribute: 
“Father Little  taught me Spanish around 1939 when I was at Worth. The preparatory school had 
moved to Downside at the start of  Second World War. Since he settled in Gibraltar in the early sixties 
we have remained in very close touch. D. Francis was superb company, full of bubbling humour and 
never missing an opportunity to implant  his thoughts and his sound advice on how to focus on the way 
forward. 
 We who were lucky enough to share his friendship will miss him greatly”. 

He first visited Gibraltar around 1948 as the guest of Charlie Gaggero and for many following 
years  came with a party of Old Gregorians (Old Boys of Downside School) who would  stay with 
Charlie either at his Gibraltar house or villa in Campamento. During  his first visit  Father Francis fell 
in love with the Rock and the Gibraltarians little realising that it was to become his second home.  
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Father Francis appreciated Gibraltar’s fine sunshine as he suffered from angina and arthritis  a 
combination which left him unnaturally cold; even in mid summer he would wear  thermal underwear. 
His doctor in Stratton-on-the-Fosse  advised him to move from Somerset to a warmer climate. Charlie 
Gaggero invited him to stay with his family. Some weeks later D. Francis asked Monsignor Charles 
Caruana, then Vicar General, if he could move to Clergy House and work in the diocese. Bishop 
Bernard Devlin agreed and  he became an unofficial member of the diocesan clergy with of course the 
permission of his Abbot. 

It so happened that at this time there were ten Gibraltarian seminarians away on their studies 
and so there were few priests in Gibraltar. There was also a world wide scarcity of military chaplains.  
Father Little duly was appointed parish priest of St. Bernard’s Church and Services’ chaplain. 

The MOD  decided that the King’s Chapel would become an ecumenical chapel so that it 
could be used by Anglican and Catholic  servicemen and women. This enabled Father Francis to enter 
the history books when he became the first priest to say Mass in the Chapel since 1709. Eventually a 
military chaplain was posted to Gibraltar and  D. Francis moved from St Bernard’s parish back to the 
Cathedral. 

Monsignor Caruana appointed him  Chaplain to the prison where he became an instant hit 
with both wardens and prisoners. When he ceased to be Prison Chaplain he would be stopped by his 
former parishioners asking him to sign a variety of forms and documents; a service which he was 
delighted to perform. As he would remark “ I had to sign any document offered as no one else would”. 
Such was his popularity that wardens and the guests of Her Majesty combined to buy him a motor 
scooter as a leaving present. It is thought that he never bothered to take the driving test. 

Father Little in his last decade on the Rock held   prayer groups on different  subjects .The 
first was about the Gospel of St. Mark. These were  well attended and his last meeting was held a few 
days before his final departure from the Rock in January this year. He excelled in his role as counsellor 
and many  visited Gibraltar to listen to his advice.  
 Bishop Charles Caruana commented : “ Dom Francis was dynamic and always on the move 
and was able to assume  tasks that other diocesan priests were not able to  take on. He was always  a 
delight to talk to and when he started to crack jokes it would be hard to get away. Father Francis lived 
every minute of his life to the full and he had the ability to make those close to him enjoy those minutes 
equally to the full”. 

On his father’s side he was of Russian/Jewish descent whilst his mother’s family were of 
French origin. He had four brothers and when the last brother died recently he took the view that there 
would be a huge family party when they were all re-united in heaven. 

In the sixties he was appointed Chaplain at the La Sainte Union College of Higher Education 
in Southampton. 

He delivered crisp, succinct sermons which were greatly appreciated by those attending his 
Masses. He would deliver considerable food for thought in a few minutes and also had the ability to 
simplify complex issues. But although these homilies only took a few minutes to deliver they were the 
result of many hours of research. He was a much sought after retreat giver. 

D. Francis was a wit,  a mimic and a raconteur. Indeed he  said that if he had not been called 
to be a monk then he would have aspired to be a music hall comedian. In the fifties he was a  key voice 
in the monks’ choir and kept this fine voice throughout his life. Many Gibraltarians would take the 
opportunity to walk behind Abraham Beniso and the monk whilst they processed down Main Street 
singing either the Ave Maria or a ladino song. What a shame these were never recorded. 

When he left Gibraltar  for the first time to return to the monastery a huge party was held at 
the Naval Officers’ Pavilion and  he was appointed D. Francis, Hon Squadron Leader and Hon 
Gibraltarian. 

Michael Ware, an old friend, wrote this in his memoirs ‘Fragments of a Young Life’ : “ Father 
Francis Little taught Spanish to those who were studying for  Higher School certificate. I therefore 
joined his small set, only six or seven boys when I was 14 and enjoyed his enthusiastic, idiosyncratic, 
but totally absorbing teaching until I left school. I never, before or since, had such a magic teacher. 
 D. Francis was a young man with many gifts, teaching being only one. This small thin man 
with laughing eyes could lead you to the most unlikely places in the mind, always starting with a joke. 
He also had a beautiful singing voice and at one time led the monk’s choir in the daily office. I have a 
memory of him walking by himself along one of the cloisters towards the Abbey Church singing ‘La 
Virgen de Guadalupe, a lovely Mexican song where the voice suddenly soars upwards towards the 
highest notes which represent heaven leaving us mortals far behind on the ground”. 
 The stories about D. Francis are boundless and there cannot be anyone who met him who does 
not have their own special memory. As Joe Garcia succinctly put it:  “Francis found forgiveness in 
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even the most terrible circumstances and he lived what he preached. It is my privilege to have known 
him for all these years in Gibraltar – Francis ‘Tu es mon frere’   ”. 

 
xxxxx 

LETTERS IN THE PRESS 
The Times  - 6 March 2007 

 In 1953 I was the founder and hon.sec of the Downside School Frankie Laine Appreciation 
Society and as such engaged in a regular correspondence with the legendary singer  
(obituary, February 8). Our correspondence continued during  my years in the Army and then 
university. 
 I was in London during one of his visits in the 1970s and he invited me to meet him at his 
hotel. The Rock of Gibraltar  was the B side of the best selling High Noon, and as his stay coincided 
with the Miss World Competition I took along Miss Gibraltar to meet him. He gave us front-row seats 
for his concert and during the show dedicated the song to Miss Gibraltar 

xxxxx 
SOL  SERUYA 

Sol Seruya has celebrated the eightieth anniversary of his birth secure in the knowledge that 
most of what he aspired to achieve during his political career has come to pass. He is a happy 
octogenarian. 
 To mark this momentous landmark he has made the following financial disbursements; 
£70,000 to charity on both sides of the frontier. This includes £50,000 to be used by the Gibraltar 
Government Social Services Department on a project for senior citizens of all denominations. Money 
has also been given to Gibraltar Cancer Research, Gibraltar Cancer Relief, Gibraltar Disability Society, 
Shaar Hasamayim Synagogue and Jewish Community and the Moroccan Workers Association,. In La 
Linea 10,000 euros to the residencia Asansull: in Algeciras 1,500 euros to  the Bario Neuvo 
association: in Israel unspecified donations to  the Hebrew University of Jerusalem Scholarship Fund, 
Shaare Zedek Hospital Surgical department, Israel Museum and the Ladino Institute. 

xxxxx 
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Webmaster’s report 
Webmaster: www.foghs.org.uk 
Further suggestions for enhancing/updating the website would be appreciated.   

 Revenue from the website: 
I am considering adding credit card donation to the website, current options are 
PayPal  (charges commission, doesn't collect Gift Aid) and "Charity Frog"  (charges commission plus 
fee but collects Gift Aid) .  If anyone has other recommendations/warnings, please let me know.  We 
already have a link to Amazon: buying books (or anything else) via the links on our website will 
generate money for FOGHS.  If you know of books by Gibraltarians or about Gibraltar that should be 
included, let me know, and I will link them in. 

Useful websites: 

• www.chronicle.gi  
• www.thegibraltarmagazine.com 
• www.panorama.gi  
• www.gibnews.net  
• www.gibraltarheritagetrust.org.gi  
• www.cosqui.com  
• www.gibfocus.gi  
• www.gibraltar.gov.uk 

 
Gibraltar links: 
http://dmoz.org/Regional/Europe/Gibraltar/  
This is a human-edited directory, feel free to submit Gibraltar sites for inclusion, there is a form online 
for this purpose. 

 
xxxxx 
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HELP  
 Matthew Cox spent many happy vacation days in Gibraltar when he was a Peace Corps 
Volunteer in Morocco 
 Now he lives in California and has become a member of several old time radio groups. He 
wishes guidance on how to find tapes or information about  radio programmes broadcast during the 
Second World War and during the period 1945 – 49. 
 Anyone with such information should contact him at mbcox99@sbcglobal.net 

xxxxx 
 Jackie Anderson-Vallejo is researching a book about the experiences of the Gibraltarians and 
those who live in the campo de Gibraltar in the years leading up to, during and immediately after the 
Spanish Civil War. 
 She intends to spend time on the Rock interviewing  persons who lived   during this period. 
 Anyone with such information should contact her at djhorizons@blueyonder.co.uk 

xxxxx 
 Peter Nobbs  seeks information about his great grandfather Charles Isaac Foster who married 
Frances Pisani from San Roque. They had nine children – George (b.1867), Lousia (b.1865), Jane 
(1869), Joseph (born 1871), Anthony \9b.1873), Charles (b.1876), Arthur (b.1879). William (b.1880) 
and  Elizabeth (b.1884).  
 Charles worked as a prison warder in the Military prison  from 1871. 
 Anyone with information should write to Peter at 14 Esslemont Road, Southsea, Portsmouht 
PO40ET. 

xxxxx 
PICILAVI 
The Picilavi will be held on 15 July 2007  at     by kind permission of Reggie and  Emily Norton. 
The swimming pool will be available  should it be a genuine summer day. 
If you intend to attend please contact Janet Whiteley at janet.stockbridge@btinternet.com 

xxxxx 
 
HERITAGE AWARDS 2007 
The Gibraltar Heritage Trust is pleased to announce this year’s Heritage Awards. 
 
The Senior Heritage Award is conferred on Mario Finlayson for his artwork depicting the beauty of 
Gibraltar’s architecture, old buildings, churches and views of the bay and having promoted 
characteristic landscapes of Gibraltar abroad. 
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The Group Heritage Award goes to Gibraltar Joinery and Building Services Ltd for the authentic 
reproduction of the carriage for the Koehler Depression Gun. 
 
The Junior Heritage Award  goes to the 1st/4th Scout Group for assisting restoration work and tidying 
the O’Hara’s Battery site. 
 
In addition to the above, the Board of the Gibraltar Heritage Trust have agreed to grant special 
commendations to Eric Rowbottom (Senior) for the composition of a military march which has been 
recorded on CD for worldwide distribution and to Basil Gowen for the donation of his life-long unique 
collection of Gibraltar silk postcards to the people of Gibraltar. 

xxxxx 
THE ALMORAIMA 

Members have been receiving this publication by post from the Instituto de Estudios 
Campogibraltarenos de Algeciras.  Due to the rapid increase in  Spanish postal charges a decision has 
been taken to stop this service. 
 Instead bulk copies will be taken to the Garrison Library where they can be obtained from 
Lorna Swift. If collected there will be no charge but if posted the postage  will have to be paid. 

xxxxx 
HISTORIC INTERVIEW  1977 
Mr. Jose Emanuel Triay remains one of the Rock's most consistent political figures. J.E., as he is 
known to every Gibraltarian, followed his father, the late Mr Sergius Triay, into local politics. In his 
time he has participated in both the founding of a political party and a newspaper. The former now 
defunct, the latter flourishing although now under a different ownership. It has to be admitted that his 
policies do not appear to find support from the electorate at polling time. This does not lessen his 
importance in local politics. There are those who do not agree with him but there are only a few who do 
not listen carefully to what he says. 
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Although bitterly disappointed by the Dove riots in 1968, caused by the publication of his now famous 
letter in The Gibraltar Chronicle, he stuck to his political principles and remained in Gibraltar. During 
the next nine years he continued to pursue his point of view and his success can be measured by the 
1,727 votes he polled in the September elections. it remains a moot point whether it was Señor Oreja's 
speech at the United Nations on the eve of polling day that was the sole factor which prevented his 
election. 
 
Whatever the reason most Gibraltarians will agree that Gibraltar was the loser in having his 
considerable intellect and talents denied to the House of Assembly. I refer to internal matters rather 
than to anything affecting external relations. 
 
There are many who believe that Mr Triay is the key to open the frontier gates at La Linea. There are 
others who believe that he is in almost daily contact with Spanish Government Ministers. Mr Triay 
would modestly deny both extravagant beliefs. But it is true that he is on friendly terms with many 
influential Spanish Ministers, Generals, Civil Governors and Politicians. it is an open secret that he is a 
frequent visitor to the Spanish Embassy whoever is Ambassador. It is also true that many Gibraltarians 
use his good offices to get messages through to the centre of Spanish power. 
 
These actions in no way negate Mr Triay's wish to remain a Gibraltarian. Indeed it is the apparent 
reluctance of the Gibraltarian to be proud of his own identity that causes Mr Triay most concern. A 
Gibraltarian spirit is rapidly becoming a reality but deep down there are inhabitants who really consider 
themselves to be English, Spanish, Maltese or anything rather than admit to being a Gibraltarian. 
 
Although Mr Triay's talents might have been used to great effect in local government it is nevertheless 
in the field of the eventual solution to the Gibraltar problem that his views are most sought. 
 
When he agreed to this interview I considered that the most important questions of the day must be 
those that Sir Joshua Hassan has sent to members of the Committee discussing Gibraltar's future 
constitution. It can be assumed that these questions were vetted and cleared by the Foreign Office. I 
therefore make no apologies from borrowing the Chief Minister's questions. 
 
MRB 
Do you consider that general concern is in fact felt in Gibraltar about the future? 
JET 
Answer: yes 
MRB 
To what cause, or causes, do you attribute such concern? 
JET 
I attribute the cause of concern to the following: 
(i)   Lack of knowledge and information as to the future of Gibraltar in view of the failure to bring 
about a settlement of existing differences with Spain. 
(ii)  Lack of security resulting from lack of identity. 
(iii)  The Gibraltarian is not brought up to believe that to be a Gibraltarian is an adequate identity. 
Indeed, at the present time, the Gibraltarian identity has not been  asserted with sufficient positive 
emphasis. It is little more than an avenue giving access to British Citizenship and the right to enter 
Britain. 
(iv)  The Gibraltarian mistrusts Britain and Britain's intention with regard to Spanish claim to Gibraltar 
- hence the need for the Chief Minister's re-assurances that Britain has honourable intentions and the 
need which some feel for flagwaving.  
(v)   Whilst the honourability of Britain's intentions is not to be questioned, the Hattersley 
Memorandum, at its best interpretation, made it clear that the Gibraltarian ought to look to a changing 
Spain for its long-term economic future rather than to a policy of support and sustain by Britain.  
Gibraltar's political leaders have refused to accept the implications of Gibraltar's claim to be a people, 
and expect to make this assertion without any endeavour to make Gibraltar stand on its own two feet. 
They have failed to accept the implications of the Hattersley Memorandum. As a result, the political 
following in Gibraltar becomes more and more confused as to a future sense of direction, for they 
know that the present economic relationship with Britain is a deteriorating one, and there seems no 
alternative plan.   
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MRB 
Do you consider, as a general proposition, that the Committee's approach should be based on  the 
overriding premise of the maintenance of the British status of Gibraltar? 
 
JET 
The only premise which I will accept as a basis of the Committee's approach is the overriding good of 
Gibraltar and the development of a Gibraltarian identity as such. The question takes for granted the 
whole issue surrounding the evolution and development of Gibraltar. The question endeavours to 
exclude ab initio, dialogue with Spain resulting in Gibraltarian autonomy guaranteed by Britain, by 
Spain and the United Nations. I cannot therefore agree to the proposed basis of approach suggested for 
the Committee. 
 
MRB 
Do you consider that, by making demands on Britain, whether in the economic, political or 
constitutional spheres, which, for economic or other reasons, Britain might not be prepared to concede, 
there would be any risk of creating anti-British feeling and an atmosphere of confrontation in 
Gibraltar? 
 
JET 
Confrontation is not a mere question of disagreement. It is borne out of disagreement by mistrust. I do 
not accept that there need be any fear of confrontation with Britain if the reasons for the present 
malaise which I put forward in my answers under l(b) are accepted. If that is so, one must make 
demands of Britain in both the political and constitutional fields. Demands on the economic fields must 
be tempered to the realisation that the prime economic responsibility for the Gibraltarians' well being is 
Gibraltarian, and not Whitehall's. Tackled in a spirit of goodwill, the demands of Gibraltar on Britain 
are not impossible to meet, nor has Britain indicated that she will not assist Gibraltar to evolve in the 
manner in which Gibraltar wills. Confrontation is to be condemned, whether it be of Britain directly, or 
of Spain, through Britain or the EEC movement. 
 
MRB 
Do you consider that there are any problems in  Gibraltar which require such urgent attention as to 
justify incurring such risks? If so, what are they? 
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JET 
The problems outlined under Question 1 are urgent and cannot be swept under the carpet. In effect 
Gibraltar's feeling of crisis is the result of having refused to look the Spanish issue in the face, and as a 
result much suffering has been caused to many Gibraltarians and their families and friends on both 
sides of the frontier. Gibraltar must not be a party to the continuation of that state of affairs, and must 
be willing to discuss solutions rather than to turn its back on the problem. 
 
MRB 
Do you consider that there is particular concern in Gibraltar as a whole about the specific issue of 
"decolonisation" as distinct from concern over the future in relation to Spain?  
Do you consider that generally speaking, it is urgent to proceed to "decolonisation"? 
 
JET 
Whilst the future of Gibraltar and the problems of decolonisation cannot be disassociated from the 
Spanish problem, it would be wrong to suggest that the Gibraltarians are people who, unlike the rest of 
the old empire do not wish to be decolonised. The history of devolution from military absolutism to a 
fully representative legislature has not in any objective sense been completed. The Governor retains 
reserve powers to legislate without the Legislative Assembly even in respect of defined domestic 
matters or to withhold his assent to any law passed by the Legislative Assembly. The Secretary of State 
may disallow laws passed by the Legislative Council even after the Governor has given his consent. As 
a matter of practice, the exercise of these reserve powers is avoided wherever necessary by the prior 
reference of any proposed enactment to Whitehall. But as a result, Gibraltarian Legislative initiative is 
inhibited and develops on lines which adhere slavishly to UK patterns, often unsuited to the 
peculiarities of the small community  which wishes to assert its Gibraltarian identity above all else. An 
analysis of the scope of the so-called defined "domestic matters" is sufficient to dispose of the illusion 
that Gibraltar is "self- governing" even in its internal affairs. Colonisation is not necessarily a question 
of subjugation, economic exploitation and social, moral, legal and political oppression. These were not 
the factors that led to the decolonisation of Australia, New Zealand, or indeed other parts of the 
Commonwealth that have evolved through decolonisation to their full maturity. These and countless 
other ex-colonies achieved their autonomy not in anger but in friendship with Britain. In Gibraltar for 
political reasons and reasons of history, there is a further force to be considered - Spain. The existence 
of the Spanish problem does not make our problem less real or less urgent, if indeed it makes it more 
complex. However, one thing is clear - fear is not a wise counsellor. If for fear of Spain we surrender 
our desire for autonomy and our desire for our very identity, in time, not even Spain will recognise 
either our need or our desire for authentic decolonisation and Gibraltarian autonomy. 
If we take no initiative ourselves our economic dependence on Britain will come to be substituted by 
dependence on Spain, or even by total integration into the Spanish economy; for we will have failed as 
colonials to have had the initiative to develop an independent economy, or even the habit of standing 
on our own two feet, so essential to the concept of a separate Gibraltarian identity. 
 
MRB 
What particular and specific elements of "colonialism" do you consider exist in Gibraltar? 
 
JET 
The specific elements of colonialism which exist in Gibraltar are the direct result of the abandonment 
by Gibraltar's political leaders of the deep-rooted and higher aspirations of Gibraltar for self-expression 
and the assertion of a Gibraltarian identity. 
Hence in a city where the domestic as opposed to the official culture and language is Spanish, children 
are educated in  English, a language which they often fail to master after an entire school career has 
been wasted and thrown away. Colonialism refuses to accept the simple premise that if you teach a 
child that speaks and understands Spanish rather than English, in Spanish, then even his English may 
benefit from teaching which might otherwise be wasted on ears that hear but do not understand. For so 
long as we refuse to accept reality and to face the facts, Gibraltar will only succeed in aping England - 
well or badly. 
In a city where space is the limiting factor of trade, industry and the economy, the resources of space, 
place are still in the hands of the colonising power, with no duty to account for it to the Gibraltarian 
community. Whitehall's resources of space, place Whitehall in the position of being the highest 
employers of labour, thus consolidating a position of dominance that is no less colonialistic because, 
for apparent lack of alternative, it is accepted with varying grace, across the different sections of 
opinion in Gibraltar. 
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As the largest employers, Whitehall now rules the wage structure of Gibraltar. Whitehall has in the past 
led the field in wage increases, to the prejudice of the private sector, which had to match and increased 
wage bill against falling turnovers. Now, Whitehall doggedly refuses a wage claim by the CPSA 
although the claim seeks nothing more than equality of wages for equal work as between the civil 
servants employed by Whitehall and the civil servants employed by the Gibraltar Government. Where 
else but in a colony, does an alien employer, and an alien government employer at that enjoy a position 
of such absolute strength, that he can afford to tell the local government that as a non-Gibraltarian 
employer, he will pay less wages than local government, because local government is overpaying. This 
does not amount to oppression - perhaps - but it is an unacceptable form of colonialism. 
In Gibraltar, there is still as one understands the position from the TGWU, a wage differential between 
UK and Gibraltar labour, for equal work. In a word, Gibraltar is still ruled by decisions taken at 
Westminster, supported by the rubber stamp of local legislature. Colonialism by unconditional 
surrender to it, is the order of the day. It is about as democratic as was the maintenance of conscription 
in Gibraltar until 1973 - but an awakened Gibraltarian society must reject it sooner or later, and until it 
does so Gibraltar will not be a truly Gibraltarian Gibraltar. 
 
MRB 
Which of these elements do you consider must be removed? 
How should these elements be removed (e.g. by constitutional change, by legislation, by administrative 
arrangements)? 
 
JET 
Clearly the progress of the Gibraltarian cause requires removal of the colonialist philosophy. But the 
elements of colonialism that afflict Gibraltar, reflected as they are in the constitution, are in reality, less 
a question of constitutional change, than a question  
of positive Gibraltarian thinking and Gibraltarian faith in a Gibraltarian future. If that faith is lacking, 
the alternative is to suffer the death of our aspirations for the establishment of the identity of Gibraltar. 
If we have the necessary faith, then we must settle the constitution of Gibraltar, once and for all into the 
future, and this means settling the question of our identity and our autonomy with Spain, as well as 
with Britain. 
 
MRB 
What, if any adverse consequences for Gibraltar might follow as a result of the removal of any 
"colonialist" elements which you have identified? 
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JET 
Every change brings risks and uncertainties. Changes from infancy into adolescence and onward to 
maturity are particularly testing but totally inevitable. The alternative is to abandon our quest for our 
autonomy and identity - or to defer it until it is all too late. 
 
MRB 
Do you consider that there is scope and need for further devolution of power to the Government of 
Gibraltar? In what specific areas and to what extent? 
 
JET 
See answer to 3. 
 
MBR 
Do you agree that the reason for "decolonisation" should be to control the resources and the means of 
production which the economy has available? 
 
JET  
See answer to 3. Control of our own resources and means of production is a natural consequence of 
decolonisation and a desirable one. It is not the sole consideration. 
 
MRB 
Do you agree that no consideration should stand in the way of "decolonisation"? 
 
JET 
I agree that decolonisation should be the political ambition of every Gibraltarian. 
 
MRB 
Do you agree that, rather than "colonialism", Gibraltar should aspire to independence or other 
solutions? 
 
I agree that rather than colonialism we should aspire to a tripartite settlement which secures Gibraltar's 
autonomy. 
 
MRB 
Do you agree that the Constitutional Committee should devote its attention particularly to this 
approach? 
 
JET 
It is difficult for me to identify the approach to the problem. It is said that "when Spain becomes truly 
democratic, she will take her place in the EEC and that the Chief Minister is sure that within the 
context of a United Europe, it will be possible to find a solution which can be honourably accepted by 
all three sides". No attempt is made to define such a solution, and the only hint of when it may be 
available is "within our lifetime". We are assured that the solution will enhance "our political rights and 
British way of life". 
This approach seems to me to be a convenient way of doing nothing for the time being. The assertion 
that we have "a British way of life" will I think strike UK residents in Gibraltar strangely. The phrase 
"an overseas British way of life" might be more in keeping with current nomenclature, and at the same 
time more suitable as a general phrase that would include a Gibraltarian way of life. 
I personally am not prepared to accept that Gibraltar awaits the solution of our Gibraltar problem in a 
European context. We are finding the defence of our interests difficult enough in the political morass of 
Anglo-Spanish national and international politics. Brussels unfortunately is more the hotbed of 
European political intrigue than of European Unity. 
The interests of 25,000 Gibraltarians can only expect to count in Europe to the extent that one member 
nation or another wishes to use us as an implement of its own policy, for horse trading purposes. No 
one can guarantee that our own interests and particularly our claim to autonomy will fare better in 
Brussels than it would in the context of Anglo-Spanish negotiations. If Spain is amenable because of 
her EEC membership, we will not need Brussels. If she is not Brussels will be of no help. The EEC is 
the straw to which those who are totally anti-Spanish, cling to avoid a meaningful dialogue. Except as 
an  excuse for doing nothing, I find it of no direct relevance to the challenge of 
philosophy facing every Gibraltarian. 
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xxxxx 
EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
Cadogan Worldwide Travel is the award winning independent Travel Agency based in London’s 
Knightsbridge. FOGHS members will experience professional service from our well-travelled 
staff. They can advise on where to go, what to see - and what to avoid. 
As part of the International Bland Group we would like to offer a very special offer to FOGHS 
members. 
On all Package holidays and cruises purchased we will give a 5% discount off the price. 
To take advantage of this special offer please contact Cadogan Worldwide Travel, quoting your 
membership of FOGHS. 
Cadogan Travel,  28 Lowndes Street, London SW1X 9HX 
Telephone 020 7838 9132  Facsimile 020 7838 9308  Email London@cadogantravel.com 

xxxxx 
JANUARY 

NEW YEARS HONOURS 
 Her Majesty The Queen has been graciously pleased to give orders for the following 
awards: Order of the British Empire (OBE) Leslie Edmonds For public service in Gibraltar 
Member of the British Empire (MBE) John Goncalves For services to sport in Gibraltar 
Charles Montegriffo For services to the Gibraltar Red Cross 

xxxxx 
Governor’s Christmas Message 
SIR ROBERT HIGHLIGHTS TRADITION AND CHANGE  
Governor Sir Robert Fulton has highlighted how, for him, the warmth of the people of 
Gibraltar is a key element which he has learned to appreciate in the three monthe he has been 
on the Rock. Sending a message of goodwill on behalf of the Queen, Sir Robert observers 
that traditions have no inherent right to be continued, but they earn their place if they are 
worth preserving for their own sake. 
“Gibraltar has a very strong sense of tradition and history, but there is also a desire to move 
forward - and some things are certainly changing. This balance between continuity and 
change seems to me to be at the heart of the questions of the moment. What should we 
preserve, and why? What should we change, and why? 
Although it is only 3 months since arriving in Gibraltar, I find that disembarking from HMS 
OCEAN on that morning in late September feels like half an age ago. A lot has happened in 
our lives: new places, new issues, new experiences and above all a large number of new 
people to meet - and new names, and family links, to remember, - with varying degrees of 
success.  
I referred, when I arrived, to my pride at being the first Royal Marine to be appointed as 
Governor. That has not dimmed. As Commander in Chief, I have enjoyed the close 
involvement with the three branches of the Armed Forces here, and in particular, have been 
hugely impressed by my introduction to the Royal Gibraltar Regiment. I also said that I 
looked forward to learning about all the other aspects of life in Gibraltar. Thank you for 
taking me up on this and for showing me so much of the activities that happen here.  
And not only for us has it been an exciting time. It has also been a lively autumn for the Rock 
as a whole, with much for everybody here to think about and discuss – one of Gibraltar’s 
most popular pastimes, as I now know. People tell me that this is an interesting time to arrive 
here – but I am inclined to ask: when was the time in Gibraltar when it was not interesting? 
Yet there is a lot going on in the political life of the Rock. However these things turn out, 
they are part of a continually evolving story, but it does seem to me that historians will record 
these few months as important moments in the narrative of a land where historic events are 
well known and long remembered. On the other hand, whilst changes such as the new 
Constitution and the happenings of last weekend catch the headlines, they are set against a 
background of the continuities of normal life – families, bringing up children, earning a 
living, faith, societies, charities, culture and sport. 
What has not changed: what, I dare to say, must not change: and what is, I am glad to say, 
most unlikely to change, is the character of the people of Gibraltar. However much people 
may disagree on the direction, the route to be taken and the means of doing so, the constant 
factor in Gibraltar remains its people - you. Warm, friendly, talented, generous, supportive  
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towards each other, engaged and engaging, you are what makes Gibraltar special. I am sure 
that will continue. In a land where the family is so important, you have made it very easy for 
a stranger to settle in here and join the collective family of Gibraltarians. 
And so it is to you, the people of Gibraltar that I would like to extend my thanks, together 
with those of my family: to wish that you have a happy and peaceful Christmas holiday and 
that all your hopes for 2007 meet with the success they deserve.”  

xxxxx 
 
Iberia success 
100,000 TOURISTS COULD FLY MADRID-GIB ROUTE IN 2007 
Spain’s national airline Iberia that inaugurated flights to the Rock last December as part of 
the Cordoba Agreement, has said it expects 70,000 passengers to fly the Gibraltar-Madrid-
Gibraltar route in 2007, although the figure could grow to 100,000. The Gibraltar-Madrid 
flight ended 30 years of flight restrictions between the two destinations.  

xxxxx 

Nelson’s View housing 
FRESH ASSAULT ON ROSIA TANKS PROJECT 
Nine families living at Rosia Dale have filed an action with the Supreme Court in the hope 
of stopping the works at the Rosia Tanks and, if necessary, having the ‘Nelson’s View’ 
structure, now emerging there, destroyed. 
The group of residents, which does not include Social Services Minister Yvette del Agua 
who lives there, filed a claim form last month against OEM (International) Limited, the 
developers. 
This follows a settlement with the Rosia Cottages, also represented by Charles Gomez, 
where affected residents were offered alternative higher value homes and cash 
compensation. 
The Rosia Dale claimants argues that they have a right to light for all their existing 
windows and that the Rosia Tanks block will materially diminish that light. They allege that 
the building – already allocated by Government as low cost housing – will be a nuisance 
and “deprive them of the enjoyment of their homes causing them to suffer serious and 
irreparable damage.” 
They are asking the court for an injunction to restrain OEM and its agents from continuing 
to build at the site and, if necessary to pull down the building. 
In the case of Rosia Cottages an experts report was produced for Government and this 
agreed with the Cottages’ own expert that their right to light was affected.  
The package gave the residents substantially more valuable homes and compensation and it 
was announced that the Rosia Cottages themselves are to be sold to the public on new 
terms.  
Peter Caruana, Chief Minister, responding to questions from Dr Joseph Garcia told 
parliament in October that there had been agreement to settle the action and disputes 
between the parties without any admission of liability on the part of the Government. 
The Rosia residents had relied on a clause in their leases which said they had a right to 
light. 
Three cottage owners were given £50,000 cash in addition to their new home, and the 
fourth has been given a more valuable property. Former MOD properties Surrey House, 
Suffolk House, Lancashire House and St Bernard’s House are the properties exchanged. 
The properties they have been given range in value between and estimated £625,000 and 
£675,000.  
The cash was given to compensate for reallocation and on the basis that the fixtures and 
fittings will remain in the properties. The settlement also included Government picking up 
the bill for conveyancing and stamp duty and registration. They cottage owners were 
required to vacate by yesterday. 

xxxxx 
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THE ROCK 
 The Christmas issue of the newsletter of the Gibraltar Study Circle is  a bumper issue. 
 Contributions are made by these people of Gibraltar: Brian Austin, Dave Eveson, Stephen Vinales and 
Richard Garcia. 
 A room was taken for a   Study Circle display at the Bristol and District Stamp fair. This included a 
showing of Gibraltar Postal Stationery Post cards both mint and used, a collection of Ferdinand Schott mail and 
other items and a display of mint and used Spanish ‘Portugal y Gibraltar’ postal stationery. 
 The articles include an appreciation of Richard Garcia.  
Mrs Chris Moore, amongst other tributes, writes about his dedication to philately; ‘Richard was the mainstay of 
the Gibraltar Philatelic Society and with Bill Cumming a distant relative he was to put in some considerable time 
and research in the archives leading to the publication of a number of books, papers and articles in ‘Calpe’ and 
‘the Rock’ at the same time as progressing his career. It is learned that he is currently in the final stages of a 
major work on Gibraltar’s philately. 
 The Study Circle’s visits to Gibraltar in 1981, 1986, 1995, 2001 and 2004owed a great deal to Richard’s 
organisation of the week’s events and success of those visits. 
 We give Richard our congratulations on his appointment and look forward to his new publication’. 
 There is a fine example of a First Day of Issue cover ring GIBRALTAR CAMP POSTMARK. It is 
addressed to Sgt. H.O. Fernandez-McCartney, Transit Camp, Camp “H” Gibraltar, Mona P.O.  Jamaica. 
 The most fascinating paragraph is about a 1941 Italian “Gibilterra” postcard. 
“Mussolini had  very big designs for his and Italy’s future and he labelled the Mediterranean as ‘Mare Nostrum’ 
which means ‘My Sea’. One of his major listed wants was Gibraltar. A set of postcards was issued to Italian 
servicemen that showed the various parts of  the world that would become part of his new Roman Empire down 
as far as Somaliland. Gibraltar was included in this set on which on each postcard was published the word 
‘Vincere’ (We will win). The picture shows the Rock of Gibraltar and its harbour with many ships moored in 
Gibraltar Bay. At this time the airfield had not been built across the neck of the Rock over the old race course. 
 The next meeting,  to celebrate the Cordoba Agreement will centre on the Spanish connections. It takes 
place at the Union Jack Club in Waterloo and the principle speaker will be Antonio Torres who will talk about 
‘Spanish Civil  War Mail directed through Gibraltar’. 

xxxxx 
THEO RAMOS 
 The Times Obituary Editor made a radical mistake when in an obituary of Sir Peter Gadsden he 
described a portrait of the former Lord Mayor of London as being painted by the Spanish painter Theodore 
Ramos. Theo is of course a Gibraltarian painter. 

xxxxx 
JULIAN SANTOS 
 The Gibraltar Cambridge University Society has a new member. Julian  Santos is in his third year 
reading law at Jesus College and is the only Gibraltarian presently at Cambridge. He has offered to talk to local 
schools on why they should give serious consideration to applying for a place at Cambridge 

xxxxx 
PSOE NAME CHANGE 
One unexpected effect of the PSOE Government is that its aristocratic employees are encouraged to use their 
family names rather than titles. 
For example the Spanish Ambassador has no difficulty as instead of the Conde de Casa Miranda he transforms 
into  Carlos Miranda.  
Another is the  senior diplomat who recently visited the Rock who was styled Alfonso Urzaiz de Aragon rather 
than  the Duque de Palata. 

xxxx 
BEVIS MARKS SYNAGAGUE 
 The  Sephardi Centre , as a result of the service commemorating the 350th anniversary of the 
resettlement of the Jews in the British Isles, has issued a dvd of the service. 
This is the brainchild of Rabbi Dr Abraham Levy who was inspired  by the many letters of appreciation  from 
members of the congregation and others. 

xxxxx 
2006 – A RECORD BREAKING CRUISE YEAR 
2006 was a record-breaking year for the cruise industry in Gibraltar, according to the DTI. 210,799 passengers 
and 96,445 crew arrived on 202 calls, the highest number of passengers, crew and ship visits here ever.  
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It also places Gibraltar at number 26 in the top thirty European cruise ports, according to Lloyds Cruise 
International.  
Other records were broken during 2006. There were 34 calls in May, beating the 
previous record of 33 in May 2000, while overall,  
65 different cruise ships included Gibraltar in their itineraries.  
The largest number of passengers and crew to ever arrive on one vessel was on 18 July, when the brand-new 
Italian cruise ship, Costa Concordia, called at Gibraltar during her maiden voyage, carrying 3,592 passengers and 
1,064 crew, a total of 4,656.  
According to the DTI 2007 promises to be an even better year, with 213 calls already scheduled and an estimated 
240,000 passengers, highlighted by Royal Caribbean’s Navigator of the Seas, one of the largest cruise ships in 
the world and with a potential to bring over 28,000 passengers during her nine scheduled calls. Disney Magic 
will also be paying two visits to Gibraltar, during her transatlantic voyages to and from her maiden season 
cruising in the Mediterranean.  
Tourism Minister, Joe Holliday said, “I am delighted that 2006 has been such a successful year for cruising, and 
look forward to another record-breaking year in 2007”. 

xxxxx 

NEW GIB IMAGES AND GRAPHICS AT FITUR  
The Gibraltar Tourist Board will be exhibiting at the 27th edition of FITUR - Feria 
Internacional de Turismo – which opens in Madrid tomorrow.  
The fair is being held over five days until Sunday and is targeted at tourism industry 
professionals for the first three days, and then to the general public for the final two days, 
which is always very well supported.  
The 75m² Gibraltar stand has been updated with new images and graphics for this year and 
will be manned by a team from the Gibraltar Tourist Board led by its Chief Executive, 
Nicky Guerrero. The stand as in the past will provide meeting areas to enable 
representatives of Gibraltar’s travel and tourism industry to meet their clients or prospective 
clients.  
On the eve of FITUR, Deputy Chief Minister Joe Holliday, will host a reception in Madrid 
for a number of Spanish travel journalists at which he will present the journalism travel 
award for 2006. The representatives of Gibraltar’s travel and tourism industry attending 
FITUR will also be present at the reception.  
The Minister will visit the Gibraltar stand on Friday, accompanied by the Principal Private 
Secretary of the Ministry for Trade, Industry, Employment and Communications.  
“We have done significant work to exploit the Spanish market over the last few years. I 
believe that we have reached the point where the Gibraltar tourist product has become well 
known in Spain,” said Mr Holiday who believes this can be seen in the interest generated 
by Gibraltar’s presence at the FITUR and by the interest of the tourism press in Spain to 
learn about Gibraltar. 
“The new air link has created the opportunity for more tourists from Spain to include 
Gibraltar as another destination for a short break. In this way, they will be able to learn 
about a place that was unfamiliar to many Spaniards,” he said.  

xxxxx 

Talus slope 
GONHS CONDEMNS OEM WORKS 
The Gibraltar Ornithological & Natural History Society (GONHS) yesterday questioned the 
legality of works that have been undertaken by a contractor over the weekend “at and near a 
prime natural history site”.  
The works have been carried out at the base of the Talus slope north of Catalan Bay and 
have involved digging up of the ground, cutting away at the base of the slope and dumping 
of sand and gravel over protected species, said GONHS. 
“These works have been carried out without planning permission and therefore contravene 
the Town Planning Ordinance, as well as the Nature Protection Ordinance,” said GONHS 
whose leading member Dr John Cortes sits on the Planning Commission. 
GONHS says it was actively involved in discussion with the developer, OEM, which 
wishes to locate a concrete plant on the site, and the matter had not yet been through the 
planning process. However, bulldozers moved on site just before the weekend and worked  
 
 
throughout, despite requests from GONHS to halt the works in the interests of good 
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relations and in view of ongoing discussions. GONHS says it has objections to the location 
of a concrete plant on this prominent site, not only for reasons of nature protection, but also 
because it will impact strongly and negatively on the visual aspects of the east side, 
particularly as the corner is turned from the industrial area of Devil’s Tower Road.  
“It will also impact negatively on tourism. In addition the effects of cement dust on plants 
and animals, and most importantly on people, has to be assessed and discussed, and the 
accessing of heavy lorries in the area of the well known and dangerous ‘black spot’ has to 
be viewed very seriously,” said GONHS. 
GONHS sates that it would, as is usually its policy, have discussed these matters within the 
planning process and was in discussion with Government departments, as well as OEM, 
with a view to constructively offering alternatives. However, in view of the manner of the 
works that have been carried out, it has had no choice but to make this public statement. 

xxxxx 
TONY MACEDO 
 Eileen Hornsby Hume, reading the paragraph about the legendary Gibraltarian goal keeper, 
Tony Macedo, was reminded of the one and only football match she has ever watched. 
 In the mid 1950’s she and Cynthia Wall went to watch the incredibly handsome Tony keep 
goal in a charity match played at a now disappeared  ground  which was near the present Victoria 
Stadium. 
 They sat in the front row  on a level with one of the goals only watching whenever the football 
came down their end and constantly having to duck whenever the ball was struck their way. Pololo 
Sanguinetti,  sitting next to them, found it all hilarious and remarked: ‘These players haven’t got a clue 
– they think Eileen is the goalie and Cynthia the goal’. 
 After a whole afternoon spent dodging the ball and despite the fact that Tony was a real 
‘stunner’ they decided football involved too much spectator participation and so was not for them. 
Neither has been to another match since that eventful day. 
 Pololo was a much respected and charming man, noted for his quick wit and father of Mario. 

xxxxx 
HERITAGE  CORNER 
 The former British Military Hospital was opened in 1904 for the use of the British Army. 
Royal Navy personnel  were admitted after the closure of the Royal Naval Hospital and in 1963 the 
Royal Navy took over responsibility for the hospital. 
Today it is used by all three services, UK based Civil Servants and Foreign Office staff and their 
families. 
responsible for the running of the hospital. The Gibraltar Heritage Trust have submitted a claim for the 
board should it not be transferred to the new medical facility in the Devil’s Tower camp. 
Lt. Colonel A.P.O’Connor    10.02.03 13.06.04 
Lt. Colonel W.G.A. Bedford CMG   14.06.04 04.10.06 
Lt. Colonel R.W.Ford DSO    05.10.06 16.01.09 
Lt. Colonel C.E. France    17.01.09 17.04.11 
Lt. Colonel  S.G. Allen    18.04.11 31.08.14 
Lt. Colonel R.C. Lewis    01.09.14 27.06.17 
Lt. Colonel G.H. Goddard DSO   12.05.19 19.04.23 
Bt. Colonel W.R.P. Goodwin DSO   27.08.23 02.07.26 
Lt. Colonel G.E.Cathcart OBE   03.07.26 10.05.29 
Major  J.J. O’Keeffe MC (Temporary)  11.05.29 30.10.29 
Lt. Colonel C.M. Drew DSO    31.10.29 25.06.34 
Lt. Colonel E.B.Allnutt MC    26.06.34 20.03.37 
There is a splendid board listing all the names of the military officers  
Lt. Colonel J.T.Simpson     21.03.37 27.02.38 
Lt. Colonel H.B.F. Dixon MC   28.02.38 06.03.38 
Lt. Colonel C.J. Blaikie    07.03.38 20.05.41 
T/Colonel W.A.Jackman TA   21.05.41 26.10.43 
T/Colonel E.N.P.Martland TA   27.10.43 01.06.45 
T/Colonel E.P.N. Creagh    02.06.45 31.03.49 
Lt. Colonel R.St J. Lyburn    01.04.49 31.03.51 
Colonel K. Fletcher-Barrett OBE    01.04.51 07.12.52 
Colonel G.A. Walmsley OBE    08.01.53 03.04.56 
Colonel  J.H.J. Crosse OBE   04.04.56 08.07.59 
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Colonel R.St J. Lyburn  (second time round)09.07.59 
The hospital is transferred to the Royal Navy and the inscriptions change from white on black to gold 
on brown. 
Medical Officer in Charge 
Surgeon Captain J.F.Guild CBE, QHS, RN  1963  1965 
Surgeon Captain E.H. Murchison OBE,QHS,RN 1965  1967 
Surgeon Captain B.Weston QHS RN  1967  1969 
Surgeon Captain G.A.Binns RN   1969  1972 
Surgeon Captain J.S. Ritchie OBE RN  1972  1974 
Surgeon Captain F.J. O’Kelly OBE RN  1974  1977 
Surgeon Captain R.J.W Lambert RN  1977  1979 
Surgeon Captain F.M Kinsman OBE RN  1979  1980 
Surgeon Captain T.R.W.Hampton RN  1980  1982 
Surgeon Captain B. Hersey QHS RN  1982  1984 
Surgeon Captain T.P. Oliver QHS RN  1984  1987 
Surgeon Captain M.J. Mann RN   1987  1991 
Surgeon Captain M.Macleod RN   1991  1994 
Surgeon Captain T.H.Shepherd RN   1994  1995 
Officer in Charge 
Commander (MS) de Shone RN   1995  1996 
Command Medical Officer 
Surgeon Commander E.B.Doyle RN  1996  1997 
Surgeon Commander N.Butterfield RN  1997  2000 
Royal Naval Hospital Gibraltar 
Hospital Commander 
Surgeon Commander J.P. Greer RN  Feb 2000 Dec 2000 
Surgeon Commander R.P. Kenney RN  Dec 2000 Oct 2002 
Surgeon Commander R.M.C McNeill Love RN Oct 2006 June 2006 
Surgeon Commander M.Randle RN  August 2006 until the  
Royal Naval Hospital is closed down within the next 24 months. 

xxxxx 
NAMASTE 
 Diwali also heralds the publication of ‘Namaste’, the journal of the Hindu Community. 
 The 2006 edition reveals that the last twelve months have seen dramatic changes in the 
Community. 
 After 21 years there is a new President and Committee which includes many representatives 
of the new generation of Hindus on the Rock. Furthermore there is new editor, Puja Chugani. 
 The new broom has swept out most  Hindus over the age of fifty and this shows in the layout 
and the new section which includes  lifestyle and  culture sections, a travel guide and a gastronomic 
column. Colour pages run throughout the magazine and there is a fine Kid’s corner.  
 The overwhelming impression is that there are no poor Hindus living on the Rock; indeed 
judging from the lavish holidays written about the majority of Hindus appear to be affluent. That in 
itself indicates just how profitable trading in Main Street must be despite the protestations to the 
contrary. The pages reveal a happy caring community that looks after its old and is linked to high 
standards of moral behaviour; indeed an exemplary model for other communities to follow. 
 Page 3 has changed into Page 30  and so is not what readers of The Sun might expect and is a 
pictorial account and written assessment of community life in the 12 months since publication of the 
last issue. Members are photographed on holiday in Hong Kong, Dubai, Mumbai, the USA as well as 
all the nearer resorts. Sunder Khiani took his whole family to Madrid to celebrate his silver wedding. 
 Resham Khiani  contributes an article defending the system of arranged marriages and 
emphasises the difference between forced and arranged marriages. This is followed by a page of 
wedding photographs showing ceremonies in Mumbai, London, Tenerife, Torremolinos, Hydrabad and 
Dubai. 
 The all important directory of members of the community and the Hindu traders has been 
moved from the front to the back pages. These are the most important pages as far as the non Hindu 
readers are concerned as the growth in the number of companies and number of retail outlets in Main 
Street is an accurate indicator of tourist expenditure on the Rock. 
 Last year the editor failed to spot that five companies were listed twice. Despite this error the 
figures are slightly up on both counts. The handful of companies that are no longer listed have been 
replaced by new ventures. According to these figures Main Street is booming. 
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 The last word must be left to the editor who writes: ‘After 21 years we have a new president,  
a new committee brimful with young blood, modern thoughts and creative ideas and as a result we 
have a truly inspired Namaste. 
 As Gibraltar’s political, economic and social landscape progresses following the historical 
agreements signed recently in Cordoba, we can expect much change in the near future. The 
implications for our community will be felt throughout. With a new airport agreement, friends, family 
and tourists alike will find it easier to access Gibraltar. With a more fluid frontier and increased co-
operation with our neighbours, there will be greater opportunity for our businesses to grow.. The ‘one 
street’ image of Gibraltar will be a thing of the past, and as an integral part of the Gibraltar population, 
the Hindu community should put its efforts into progressing and prospering in anticipation of the 
coming changes’. 

xxxxx 
 
MARY MAXWELL 
 Father Michael Seed reports that Mary Maxwell, who used to work in the Governor’s office in 
the Convent, plays a key role in the administration  of Westminster Cathedral. 

xxxxx 
 

 
 
FEBRUARY 

KINGS WHARF IS LAUNCHED  
The Building Contract for Quay 27, the first phase of the dynamic King’s Wharf 
Development on Gibraltar’s sea front has now been signed. 
The successful Contractor, Volker Stevin (Gibraltar) Limited has been engaged in 
negotiations with the developer for some months following the tender process in which a 
number of Contractors were invited to tender for the construction contract.  
Quay 27 stands 19 storeys high, and will be Gibraltar’s tallest structure, and although 
situated on the waters edge, adjacent to Cormorant Wharf and Ragged Staff Wharf, the 
development is within walking distance from the Town Centre. The project comprises of 1, 
2, 3 and 4 bedroom apartments, with an emphasis on large open plan layouts and with 
spectacular views across the bay of Gibraltar to Northern Africa. The development will 
enjoy over 50,000 ft² of landscaped gardens, pools, a health suite and other amenities 
including a sea front promenade.  
“Barely a week after the completion of the hugely successful ‘Europlaza’ project, the same 
developers have now launched their second project which is most certainly “Europlaza 
inspired”. The Developers have confirmed that the level of specification and build are 
improvements on the Europlaza Development and the contractor has been fully engaged in 
the evolution of the concept which will undoubtedly present Gibraltar with one of its most 
spectacular developments to date,” said a spokesman.  
Kings Wharf Limited, the developing company says it is particularly pleased to have 
engaged Volker Stevin in this exciting and dynamic project.  
“Volker Stevin, a Dutch Company with an extremely good reputation, and one of the 
largest construction and civil engineering groups in Europe, has been heavily engaged in 
Gibraltar’s development in the past having been involved in a number of significant 
projects locally. The contractor brings to Gibraltar the latest innovations in construction 
techniques and most importantly, care and attention to detail for which Northern European 
contractors have become so well known.”  
A spokesman for Kings Wharf Limited confirmed that the choice of Volker Stevin as their 
main contractors was a more expensive option, but one which they believed to be consistent 
with improving the luxury residential property market in Gibraltar and which they believe 
can only be obtained by investing in it. Director George Desoisa said that they “are not 
simply talking about providing luxury accommodation, we will provide it by investing in it. 
We believe this development will once more raise the bar for residential property in 
Gibraltar.” 
 
The Contractor will take possession of the site on the 1st February with works commencing 
thereafter and completion is due in 32 months time. 

xxxxx 
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ROCK SOLID HONESTY  
The Sunday People applauded the honesty of a Gibraltar resident who found a wallet 
belonging to a tourist from Slough.  
Paul Hughes was delighted to receive in the post his wallet and its contents of £120 and 
credit cards. 

xxxxx 

‘STAY BEHIND CAVE’ WAR PLAN  
*The lost cave was identified in 1997 on the Rock 
The last survivor of an operation to monitor German manoeuvres during “World War II” 
holding fort inside The Rock in a cave secretly called the “stay behind cave” has this 
weekend spoken for the first time in more than 60 years. The cave was a top secret system 
of chambers which was to house six soldiers if the Germans had ever invaded The Rock – 
the operation was code named Tracer.  
The story has again come to light this weekend because a retired doctor from Preston has 
been named as the chamber’s last survivor. Carried in The Independent on Sunday it 
reported that researchers continued to struggle to unlock the cave’s remaining secrets. 
The lost cave was found in 1997 by the Gibraltar Caving Group, and identified by Dennis 
Woods who had been involved in the secret construction of this facility when he visited the 
Rock for the first time in over fifty years a year later. Intact the inside of the cave still had 
the original water cistern and the bicycle which powered both the air conditioning units and 
the radios. The cave also carries the name Braithwaite’s Cave on account of the 
Commanding Officer’s name.  
The Independent story carried the headline “Secret plan to bury soldiers alive inside Rock 
of Gibraltar” but in the end the cave was never used for this purpose although it was housed 
with the latest equipment including a purposely built air-conditioning unit. 
Dr Bruce Cooper, 92, who has only now broken his silence, on one of the war’s best-kept 
secrets, told The Independent: “I had a telephone call one day and they came over.”  
The article reports on how the young British navy doctor had been called in to see Surgeon-
Commander Murray Levick while on shore leave when he was told that they were looking 
for a doctor “to do something special”.  
Dr Cooper then recalls how Commander Levick said to him: “I cannot tell you what it’s all 
about yet but you will need an accomplice.”  
The Independent on Sunday reports how Dr Cooper recommended his friend Arthur Milner, 
a fellow doctor, and the team was put in place. It included the two medical officers, the 
executive officer “Windy Gale” and three junior seamen, who would function as radio 
operators. 
“The team were warned before they left for Gibraltar that they may have to be sealed inside 
the operation post for as long as a year, although they were aware that it could be longer. 
The operation was so secret that not even Whitehall knew about it,” adds the article.  
According to the article once in Gibraltar the men lived under cover for two and a half 
years with the prospect of being moved up to the operation post to be sealed inside.  
At the end of the war, the team was disbanded and its members resumed civilian life. 

xxxxx 

NEW AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN APPOINTED  
Denise Holt CMG has been appointed Britain’s Ambassador to the Kingdom of Spain and 
Non Resident Ambassador to the Principality of Andorra, in succession to Sir Stephen 
Wright KCMG. Mrs Holt will take up her new appointment in May.  
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MARCH 
xxxxx 

ST MARY’S COLLEGE, TWICKENHAM 
 St Mary’s College in Twickenham is now called St Mary’s University College, 
Twickenham as it has been granted University status by the Privy Council. This is a Roman 
Catholic foundation and the college has adopted a revamped corporate identity reflecting the new 
title and its website has been revamped. 

xxxxx 
MOD CONFIRMATION 
 The MOD in Gibraltar said that there was absolutely no danger in the roofing supplied to 
replace that damaged in the Bedenham explosion. It was thought that the roofing might have 
incorporated asbestos. 

xxxxx 
GIBRALTARIANS AT SANDHURST 
 Father Mark O’Keefe, the chaplain at Sandhurst said, before retiring from the position, 
that throughout his tour there had always been a Gibraltarian presence. These included Officer 
Cadets Cumming, Bonfante . Posso and Gaggero.  

xxxxx 
DANNY FEETHAM 

Some female members  are of the opinion that Danny Feetham bears more than a 
passing resemblance to the pop singer Brian Ferry. 

xxxxx 
 GB AIRWAYS 
There has been a change in the timetable for flights leaving Gibraltar for Gatwick starting on I 
May. 
Two flights a day will continue to fly to Gatwick but leaving at 0820 and 1210. On Mondays and 
Thursdays there will be a third flight leaving at 1750. 

xxxx 
MEDLIFE  
 The Gibraltar article in the current edition of Medlife is by Janet Anderson  and is about 
‘trying the know in Gibraltar, where a relaxation in marriage laws, combined with some stunning 
wedding venues, has lovebirds packing the aisles’. 
 Alas slack sub editing has allowed these mistakes to be published; tax-free should be 
VAT free; The Rock’s top hotels should be either The Rock Hotel or the Rock’s hotels; Gibraltan 
beauty   spot  should be Gibraltarian beauty spot. 
 These mistakes aside it is an interesting piece illustrated by photographs of the Alameda 
Gardens, John and Yoko Lennon at North Front and the Cable car. 

xxxxx 
GIBRALTAR ON RADIO NACIONAL DE ESPAÑA  
Gibraltar will be featured in a new three part series produced by Radio Nacional de España Radio 
1 that takes to the airwaves on Saturday March 3rd at 3pm. ‘Gibraltar: La Rocosa Disputa’ 
directed by Juan C. León Brázquez, will focus on historic, socio-political and military aspects of a 
dispute that has been a traditional source of conflict between Britain and Spain.  
The programme also contains dramatisations by radio actors and original archive material from 
some of the prominent figures who have played a part in the Gibraltar question including Chief 
Ministers Sir Joshua Hassan, Peter Caruana, and Joe Bossano, Margaret Thatcher, Tony Blair, 
General Franco, Fernando Castiella, Felipe Gonzalez and Rodríguez Zapatero.  
Spanish and British historians will be making their contributions while a number of Gibraltarians 
have also been interviewed for the programme such as Clive Finlayson and Darren Fa of the 
Gibraltar Museum, archivist and historian Dennis Beiso, Tito Benady, journalists Jon Searle 
(former Chronicle editor) and Paco Oliva, and businessman Sol Serruya.  
A spokesman for Documentos RNE said: “The tripartite Cordoba Agreement in 2006 marks a new 
era in the 300 year old Anglo-Spanish dispute and today there is no doubt that the people of 
Gibraltar are at the protagonists at the centre of the discussion.” 
“The first episode entitled ‘Tiempos de Guerra’ looks at the military history of Gibraltar since it 
was taken by Britain in 1704, and also the Rock’s important strategic role in later years including  
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the Spanish Civil War and the two world wars.”  
“The second episode ‘Tiempos de Paz-las Naciones Unidas’ examines the diplomatic struggles in 
the UN where Spain obtained several favourable resolutions in the 1960’s, the frontier closure in 
1969, the changes to Gibraltarian society and politics of the day.  
Also how the birth of nationalist political parties and the establishment of a pro-British 
constitution set the scene for subsequent disputes.”  
“The final episode ‘Tiempos de democracia’ looks at the post-Franco period, Spanish foreign 
policy in the negotiations leading up to the frontier opening in 1982, the Lisbon (1980) and 
Brussels Agreement (1984), the failed co-sovereignty negotiations of 2002, the Cordoba 
Agreement of 2006 and the new constitution of 2007.” 
‘Gibraltar: La Rocosa Disputa’ Radio Nacional de España Radio 1.. 

xxxxx 

NEW LIGHT ON NELSON’S LAST WORDS  
That “I have then lived long enough” were Nelson’s last words can now be stated with 
some authority. A letter written on November 3rd. 1805 and just recently discovered has 
been authenticated by Matthew Sheldon, head of research collections at the Royal Naval 
Museum in Portsmouth. 
The letter was found in an inheritance by the great-great-great granddaughter, Judy 
Loveridge. The author was Robert Hilton, a 21-year-old surgeon’s mate on HMS Swiftsure 
which came into Gibraltar 13 days after the Battle of Trafalgar for repairs. 
The young sailor wrote nine pages to his brother and within his report on the battle he states 
that the words relayed to his ship’s company from Nelson’s flag captain, Captain Hardy, 
were “I have then lived long enough” with obvious reference to the winning of the battle 
despite terrible losses of lives and ships on both sides. 
“Thank God I have done my duty”, were the last words reported by Nelson’s surgeon. One 
might well believe that he said the two: “Thank God I have done my duty; I have then lived 
long enough”. 
Those who prefer “Kiss me Hardy” may reasonably argue that this also was said by the 
dying Lord Nelson in the consoling arms of his flag captain. Even so, Hardy would hardly 
have signalled such an intimate remark to the other ships in the fleet. 
It was Saturday’s Evening Standard that carried the story of the discovery of the letter 
which includes a fairly detailed account of the battle and the emotional reaction of the 
young surgeon’s mate in seeing so many die on both sides. 

xxxxx 

Comision Mixta results 
CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION GETS NEW IMPETUS FROM JUNTA 
F Oliva reports 
Gibraltar, the Mancomunidad and the Junta de Andalucia last night agreed the creation of 
five cross-border working groups to cooperate on a wide range of issues, following a 
meeting of the Comision Mixta.  
Transport, education, health, the environment and emergency contingency planning are the 
areas that have been identified for further technical discussions. 
The Hotel Reina Cristina, provided a historical and attractive setting for talks that included 
the first ever presence of Gaspar Zarrias, a top representative of the regional government.  
Sr Zarrias expressed the Junta’s wholehearted political backing for the process of dialogue 
with Gibraltar, while Mr Caruana echoed his words in favour of joint efforts that are 
capable of solving problems and result in benefits for the people on both sides of the 
border.  
The Junta’s presence is seen as filling a political gap that was missing from the equation, 
and will allow progress on issues where the Mancomunidad’s powers of decision were 
limited and required consultation with the regional authority.  
The Andalusian leader explained that the development of a metropolitan transport network 
that already incorporates parts of the region, would be open to Gibraltar’s inclusion. A 
maritime link between the Rock and the Campo would also be favourably considered, 
subject to commercial interest being shown by private companies. 
As far as health is concerned, the present system where local patients are referred to  
 
 
Spanish medical centres will continue, but the plan is to expand the scope of medical 
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cooperation by means of a fully fledged formal agreement with the Servicio Andaluz de 
Salud, that would be applied according to local medical needs. 
Education also featured widely in the discussions. The Junta is financing an ambitious 
Technology Campus with academic specialisation in technology related subjects that, he 
continued, will be compatible and serve as a complement to the courses that are currently 
available in Gibraltar.  
Sr Zarrias said that an ample agreement with the Andalusian network of universities will 
give Gibraltarian students the choice of opting not only for a UK university but also one in 
Andalusia. 
In terms of the environment, Sr Zarrias said that the disposal of household rubbish and 
sewage systems, had been discussed as part of a series of measures to improve the quality 
of the surrounding environment in the area.  
Emergency contingency planning will also be enhanced though the combination of 
resources between Gibraltar and the Campo for cases that require both sides teaming up to 
deal with a problem.  
Sr Zarrias said that the Junta de Andalucia was fully committed to a policy of dialogue and 
cross-border cooperation with Gibraltar and would assist in the development of good 
neighbourly relations. 
“We are looking forward to the progress of the Tripartite Forum and that advances are 
consolidated. From our part, we will spare no efforts in working for this objective with the 
issues in hand, and with others that will be coming to the fore in the not too distant future,” 
said Sr Zarrias. 
He added that the Comision Mixta had been an “intense working meeting” and not a routine 
photo shoot, or a time wasting symbolic encounter.  
The working groups will be made up by mixed officials from the three administrations. 
Later, in answer to press questions, Chief Minister Peter Caruana explained the history of 
the creation of the Comision Mixta with the Campo Mancomunidad, and how Gibraltar had 
been instrumental in laying the foundations for a new relationship with Spain that led to the 
Tripartite Forum and the signing of the Cordoba Agreements in 2006.  

xxxxx 

EASTSIDE PROJECT MOVING AHEAD, SAY DEVELOPERS  
The Reuben brothers and Multiplex, the leading figures in the proposed Eastside 
development yesterday declared their commitment with moving ahead on the Eastside 
project. 
In a response to questions they declared that “for the avoidance of any doubt, the Reubens 
and Multiplex remain 100% committed to the Eastside Project. We are in full discussions 
with the Government of Gibraltar and are confident that detailed planning consent for the 
Development will soon be forthcoming.”  
“We have full confidence in Gibraltar and the success of the Development,” they said. 

xxxxx 

MAY 1: GB AIRWAYS LINKS INTO MADRID FLIGHTS WITH IB ERIA  
GB Airways flights to Madrid commence in May and will be interlinked with the service 
already offered by Iberia. This means that passengers will be able to get return tickets from 
either airline and agents for any of the flights in one transaction. 
Confirming the May 1 start GB Airways said that Iberia will code share with the British 
Airways services it is offering. 
Operating every day the new flights will depart Gibraltar at 19.40 Monday to Thursdays 
and 19.30 Fridays to Sundays arriving at Madrid 1 hour and 20 minutes later. They depart 
Madrid at 21.30 arriving at Gibraltar 22.40. 
Kevin Hatton GB Airways managing director said that Gibraltar is at the very heart of the 
airline and that the company is pleased to be developing the Rock’s air services. 
“Our partnership with Iberia is key to the development and the schedule opens up the 
possibility of short business trips to the Rock and the surrounding area,” he said. 
The airline says that one way fares start at £32 plus taxes from Gibraltar and 48euros plus 
taxes from Madrid. 

xxxxx 

 
SEVILLE CONFERENCE ON GIBRALTAR  
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A two-day conference on Gibraltar and the Gibraltarians opens in Seville today. It has been 
organised by the University of Seville and the Fundacion Tres Culturas.  
Locally Jennifer Ballentine Perera and Tito Benady have been invited to speak at this 
conference. Also participating in the discussions is Francisco Oda, formerly of the Instituto 
Transfronterizo, and Rafael Sanchez and Concha Langa from Seville University who are 
both carrying out a research project on the press in Gibraltar. 

xxxxx 

DIPLOMATS GIVE THE NOD FOR SUSSEX TREASURE DIVE  
Spanish archaeologists to 'observe' identity of wreck 
by Brian Reyes 
After months of delicate diplomatic negotiations, Spanish and British officials appear to 
have reached a breakthrough in the project to raise sunken treasure from a wreck off 
Gibraltar. 
Spain's Foreign Affairs Ministry said it had concluded an agreement with the UK that 
established strict archaeological protocols and envisaged the close involvement of two 
Spanish archaeologists in the project. 
The diplomatic deal means Odyssey Marine Exploration, the US company leading the 
project, can now gear up its operations on a wreck believed to be that of HMS Sussex, an 
English galleon that sank in 1694 carrying a cargo of gold coins. 
Under international law, the wreck of HMS Sussex belongs to the British Government. The 
Ministry of Defence has signed an exclusive contract with Odyssey to carry out 
archaeological work and recover items from the seabed. 
Yet despite the agreement, there are still lingering differences of opinion between London 
and Madrid about the status of the waters in which the wreck is located, an area referred to 
in the Spanish statement as the "Mar de Alborán". 
Officials in Gibraltar are adamant that the agreement reached on the Sussex project should 
in no way undermine the British position on the issue of Gibraltar's territorial waters. 
The flurry of recent diplomatic activity has focused both on this issue and on the process 
that will be used to confirm the identity of the wreck.  
Behind the scenes, officials worked flat out to avoid another public row over Gibraltar's 
territorial waters. 
The aim throughout was to reach a consensus that unlocked the Sussex project but did not 
prejudice any party's established position on the issue. 
On the face of it at least, it seems that goal has been achieved. 
"Once it is established that the wreck is not that of a Spanish ship, but of HMS Sussex, 
Spain will recognise that the wreck, its possessions and contents are the property of the 
United Kingdom by virtue of applicable international law," said a Gibraltar-based 
spokeswoman for the Foreign & Commonwealth Office. 
The Gibraltar Government also responded to news of the agreement on Friday evening. 
"Given the location of the wreck, Spain's interest in this matter relates to identifying the 
wreck to ensure that it is HMS Sussex, and not the wreck of a Spanish Sovereign Ship 
which would make it the property of Spain under applicable international law," it said in a 
statement. 
"The British Government has confirmed to the Gibraltar Government that this is indeed the 
only Spanish interest in the matter that the British Government acknowledges." 

xxxxx 
ANNABEL COTTRELL 
 Annabel is to run in the London Marathon  to raise money for research into prostate cancer 
and in memory of her uncle Colonel Mike Campbell-Lamerton. 
 Mike captained the British Lions and Scottish rugby XVs during his outstanding international 
career.  
Annabel does not hope to break any speed records but will be accompanied by her trusted dog called 
‘Gib’.  She is taking the challenge seriously and is training with former soldiers down at Wandsworth 
Common. In particular she dislikes having to execute perfect press ups in the mud but she is feeling 
sleeker and fitter. 
 Her target is £10,000 and todate £5,100 has been pledged. 
 Any reader wishing to make a contribution can either contact 
www.justgiving.com/AnnabelCottrell or send a cheque made out to The Bob Champion Cancer Trust 
to Annabel Cottrell, 4 Shottendane Road, London SW6 5TJ. 
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xxxxx 

MONSIGNOR MICHAEL MILES 
 Father Michael Miles has been created a Prelate of Honour and his new style of formal 
address is The Right Reverend Monsignor. The Gibraltariajn priest is in the Vatican diplomatic service 
and is First Secretary at the Nunciature in Budapest. He is acting as Nuncio as the Nuncio is ill. 

xxxxx 
J.B.HOMANN  MAP 
Michael Sim, the Chislehurst antique dealer, has sold for £1,350 a coloured map by J.B.Homann 
(Nuremburg) 1740 which depicts Gibraltar along with Cadiz, Ceuta and Minorca. It is a central map of 
the strait of Gibraltar with a plan view  plus a birds eye view of each location. It is 221/2 “ x 19”. 

xxxxx 
ADVERTISEMENT ERROR 
Recently a journalist wrote an accurate account about Gibraltar but made a major error when it was 
stated that Gibraltar is 426 metres high. When asked to explain this error of fact he replied that there is 
a large advertisement  in the arrivals hall at Gibraltar International airport that proclaims that Gibraltar 
is 462 metres high. It is a Gibraltar Telecom advertisement. The correct height is 424.657 metres so 
perhaps the advertising manager can make the necessary correction. 

xxxxx 
JOE GAGGERO AND MOROCCO 

Joe  Gaggero is Vice-Chairman of the Moroccan British Business Council, which is an 
offshoot of the British  Department of Trade and Industry, and  Chairman of the British Moroccan 
Society. During the last twelve months he has focused on transport & tourism and raising funds for 
Moroccan charities. The British Moroccan Society organises a lively programme of events for its 
members. 

At present Joe’s major project is the renovation of St Andrew’s Church in Tangier which is 
linked to the King of Morocco’s Plan Azur. He is also supporting the initiative of Dr Roger Fry, King’s 
College, Madrid, to open a British school in Casablanca. 

Last year  the King of Morocco bestowed on the Gibraltarian businessman the Alawite 
Commander Wissam Order for his services to the Morocco. 

xxxxx 
350TH ANNIVERSARY 
 The Queen hosted a reception for some 500 of the British-Jewish community at a reception at 
St James’s Palace to mark the 350th anniversary of Jewish re-settlement in Great Britain. 
 The three co-chairs of the 350th anniversary steering group, Rabbi Dr Abraham Levy, Sir 
Sigmund Sternberg and Henry Grunwald QC gently steered the Queen and  Prince Philip through the 
reception rooms, intruding them to members of the Jewish Community from all walks of life. 
 Those present represented the diverse groups that go to make up Anglo-Jewry. All had made 
contributions to both the Jewish and the wider community and each was celebrating both the first 350 
years of Jewish settlement in Great Britain and looking forward to the next 350. 

xxxxx 
GIBRALTAR AND MALTA 
Not so long ago London finished at Knightsbridge. Thomas Cubbit’s last buildings were the building 
that is now the French Embassy and the one immediately opposite. They were known as Gibraltar and 
Malta respectively because of their positions as the fortresses symbolically guarding London. 

xxxxx 
 

OXFORD UNIVERISTY SPORTS TEAMS 
 Nick Thomas, Gibraltar’s man at Oxford University who knows how to pull strings to get 
Dark Blue teams to compete on the Rock, says that the Oxford swimming teams (male and female) will 
be taking part in a gala next year.  
 He said that the Oxford Hockey X1s were invigorated by their visit to Gibraltar. Incredibly 
this year’s teams were captained by a brother and sister: Will Bryant (Tonbridge  and Trinity College) 
and Vicky (Roedean and Keble); both played on the Rock. 
 Cambridge won the men’s match 4-3 and Oxford the women’s 3-1 thus making Oxford the 
overall winners on goals scored 6-5. 
 Nick also reports that Sue Lawry who was in Gibraltar as team manager of the Oxford Ladies’ 
Hockey team has now left Oxford and now works for the International Cricket Council whose head 
office is in Dubai. 
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 She works out of London and is putting together a cricket tournament to encourage cricket to 
be played within the member states of the European Union. There will be a competition for these 
fledging cricket nations and Sue wishes to know whether Gibraltar is interested in taking part in either 
the male or female competitions or indeed both. 
 If there is interest please would contact be made with John Shepherd. 

xxxxx 
TOM BRADBY 
Tom Bradby is the new political editor of ITV. What is not generally known is that he began his 
education in Gibraltar. He is the son of a Royal Naval officer and was born in Malta. His father was 
posted to the Rock and after attending the Services school Tom was sent to Sherborne and then to 
Edinburgh University. 

xxxxx 
SPANISH MINISTER FOR CULTURE 

The Spanish Minister for Culture, the Ambassador of Spain and the Chief Executive of the 
Spanish Institute for Foreign Trade are holding a reception at the Spanish Embassy to mark the focus 
on Spain at the 2007 London Book fair. 
 FOGHS members have been invited to attend. 

xxxxx 
MICHAEL FOOT 
Kenneth Morgan has written a biography of the veteran Labour politician. He writes that Foot was by 
instinct a republican, yet when the Queen complained about Spanish objections to the Prince of Wales 
visiting Gibraltar – ‘ After all, it’s my son, my yacht and my dockyard’ –  he responded enthusiastically 
‘Your Majesty, I could not have put it better’. Roy Hattersley, who was also present, later questioned 
this exuberant enthusiasm. Foot replied succinctly, ‘She was standing up for England’. 

 
xxxxx 

LA LINEA TOURISM 
During the period 2002-2006 the number of tourists visiting La Linea has increased by 
220% - from 12,500 to 38,911 visitors. 
Inhabitants of La Linea enjoy an average income of £11,400 as compared with the Gibraltar 
average of £19,000. 

xxxxx 

Gib, Spain and UK reaffirm commitment to dialogue 
TRIPARTITE FORUM HAS BEEN CONSOLIDATED, SAYS CARUAN A  
“We hope this progress will continue” – Pons, Smith 
By F Oliva 
Chief Minister Peter Caruana yesterday expressed satisfaction at the “high degree of 
progress to date” on the implementation of the agreements reached by the Tripartite Forum 
in Cordoba last year. Speaking to the media at the conclusion of the historic first ever inter-
governmental meeting with UK and Spain held in Gibraltar last night, Mr Caruana reported 
considerable improvement in frontier fluidity, acceptance of the pensions settlement by 
Spain, implementation of the telecommunications agreement and the resumption of direct 
Gibraltar-Madrid flights in December 2006.  
 
 
As regards the political significance of the visit of a Spanish official delegation to the Rock, 
Mr Caruana highlighted this as “the normality (of) democratic politics.”  
The Chief Minister also revealed that preparatory work on airspace security and flight path 
issues continue, while the work on the new Gibraltar Airport terminal remains on schedule. 
The establishment of an Instituto Cervantes is also on course, with the Gibraltar 
Government and the institute “actively engaged” to achieve their objective before the end 
of the year.  
Responding to questions, Sr Pons that his presence in Gibraltar was “a normal consequence  
 
 
of the programme we started two years ago in Malaga 2005”, and that it had been the logic 
and the progress of this process, that had resulted in his visit leading a Spanish Government 
delegation.  
Mr Caruana said Spain had been “true to their word” since when the Tripartite Forum was 
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established, it was always envisaged that in due course, it would be “politically possible 
with the evolution of the process,” for the Spanish Government to consider agreeing to 
come for a meeting in Gibraltar. 
“Time has passed, progress has been made, the process has been consolidated and they have 
agreed to come to Gibraltar. I would like to express the appreciation of the Government of 
Gibraltar for what is no more than the removal of an obstacle but no more than that. It is 
just normality, democratic politics, dealings at work and we do not read any more than that 
into it.”  
Meanwhile the British Government representative Anthony Smith said: “We strongly 
support the Forum. The fact that we are meeting here is the latest in a series of 
breakthroughs which have proved the value of the Forum in reaching understanding 
between us and securing achievements on a range of things of practical importance to 
people here, in Gibraltar and in the Campo. We hope this process of progress will 
continue.” 
Later in reply to press questions, the possibility of the Campo area being chosen as a venue 
for a future round of Tripartite talks hosted by Spain was also suggested.  
Sr Pons did not exclude such a possibility and noted that in the past two years, the Campo 
had been closely linked in the process of dialogue with Gibraltar. He also referred to his 
consultations with Campo mayors and Mancomunidad throughout this time. 
Mr Caruana also highlighted the discussions in the Comision Mixta since 2004 to set up 
cooperation mechanisms on general environmental issues, and specifically to those related 
with shipping in the area. He said establishing joint cross-border systems and sharing 
resources to deal with accidents such as the recent ones involving tankers in nearby waters, 
was the way to confront these risks. “The environment has no frontiers,” added Mr 
Caruana. 
See statement below for the communiqué by the three sides. 
 
STATEMENT IN FULL 
Forum of Dialogue on Gibraltar  
Meeting in Gibraltar  
The participants are pleased to have resumed their meetings following the Ministerial 
Round in Cordoba on 18th September 2006 at which agreements were reached in relation to 
Gibraltar Airport, Pensions, fluidity, at the fence/frontier, telephone issues and the 
establishment in Gibraltar of the Instituto Cervantes.  
The participants have today reviewed the implementation of the agreements reached in 
Cordoba, and have expressed satisfaction at the high degree of progress to date. The 
Pensions Settlement has been accepted by 99% of the affected Spanish pensioners. The 
United Kingdom will make the first payment next month. The agreement relating to 
telecommunications issues has been implemented. In respect of fluidity at the fence/frontier 
the participants are especially pleased to see the considerable improvement that has 
occurred and wish to express their appreciation to officials on both sides.  
In relation to the Airport statement, direct flights between Gibraltar Airport and Madrid-
Barajas have been established since 16 December, and will be enhanced by further services 
as from May this year. The interim arrangements have been implemented as envisaged.  
Implementation preparatory work continues in relation to airspace security and flight path 
issues, and the Gibraltar Government remains on schedule with work to build a New Air 
Terminal at Gibraltar Airport in accordance with the terms of the Airport Statement agreed 
in Cordoba.  
Finally, the Gibraltar Government and the Instituto Cervantes are actively engaged in the 
early establishment of an Instituto Cervantes in Gibraltar with the aim of this opening 
before the end of the year.  
The participants have today also identified the next set of issues for the future work of the 
Forum. This work will include co-operation on environment issues, financial services and 
tax, judicial and law enforcement co-operation, education, maritime communications and  
 
 
Schengen Visa issues. The Forum will also deal with specific issues as they arise in the 
hope of resolving them as expeditiously and amicably as possible  
The Forum also welcomes the decision of the “Comision Mixta de Co-operacion y 
Colaboracion entre Gibraltar y la Mancomunidad de Municipios la Comarca del Campo de 
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Gibraltar”, which the Junta de Andalucia has recently joined, to focus on co-operation in 
issues such as health, education and emergency planning co-ordination. The participants 
have reaffirmed their commitment to the Forum and have agreed to meet again to advance 
work on these issues in the near future. The date and venue will be announced in due 
course. 

xxxxx 

MAIN STREET SOUTH BEAUTIFICATION WORKS  
As part of the Gibraltar Government’s on-going programme for the refurbishment and 
beautification of the Town centre, works are to commence at the southern end of Main 
Street from its junction with Secretary’s Lane up to Referendum Gates.  
The works will be undertaken in phases and will entail the complete repaving and 
beautification of the area in keeping with other recent projects. In addition, infrastructure 
will be laid including the decommissioning of the existing sewer and laying of a new 
system. The overall duration of the project will run for approximately 18 months.  
The contractor has taken a section of road by the southern side of Ince’s Hall to place their 
materials and site offices. The first phase of the project will involve the laying of a new 
sewage pipe and will start as from Monday 26 March 2007 for a period of 3 weeks where 
Line Wall Road will be closed off to traffic at its junction with Convent Ramp. Southbound 
traffic will be diverted via Convent Ramp into Main Street which will be converted into a 
two-way system. Phase 2 will involve the beautification of Convent Ramp and will start as 
from Monday 16 April 2007 for a period of 16 weeks.  
Portable traffic signs will be used to inform and direct drivers accordingly as well as to 
parking restrictions implemented.  
Further changes to traffic flows will be necessary as the next phases of the project progress 
and additional announcements will be made at the appropriate time.  
People are being urged to take extra care whilst visiting Main Street during the times that 
vehicular access is permitted.  
Commenting on the project, the Minister for the Environment and Roads Jaime Netto said 
that “this project is an important element of the on-going beautification of our City Centre, 
and builds on the successful Government programme to improve our urban environment, as 
seen by the recent completion of the Engineer Lane and Bell Lane scheme and the on-going 
works along Orange bastion and Fish Market Road”. 

xxxxx 
 
 
 

xxxxx 
FOGHS CALENDAR 2007 
This can be ordered from the GHT’s offices and costs £4 plus postage. Address The Main Guard, 13 
John Mackintosh Square, Gibraltar  telephone/fax 00350 42844 Email heritage@gibnet.gi 
The pictures are by local artists  and have been selected from the Trust’s own collection of paintings 
built up over the years from the annual painting competition.  These are Cathedral of St. Mary the 
Crowned; Garrison Library; The Mount; Loreto Convent; Casemates and Landport; Koehler 
Depression Gun; Catalan bay; Rosia Bay; The Convent; John Mackintosh Square; Moorish Castle. 

xxxxx 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Ballantine Perera  

Review of Sam Benady’s General Sir George Don and the dawn of Gibraltarian identity, Gibraltar 
Books, 2006.  
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In his introduction to General Sir George Don and the dawn of  

Gibraltarian identity, (pun intended) Sam Benady refers to two important facts relative to some 

biographies on Don and written accounts of Gibraltar’s history: the first specifically relates to Don, 

whose understated though far from unimpressive career kept him away from the public eye. Indeed, as 

Benady suggests ‘George Don was a general who won no great battles’ (1): the absence of such 

victories has led to some neglect from biographers, and Bendy has been unable to trace any attempt at a 

biography except for a memoir of Don’s early years in Jersey, Don’s entry in the Dictionary of 

National Biography and his obituary in The Gentleman’s Magazine, with many details of his early life 

remaining obscure or incorrectly recorded. The reliance by biographers on secondary sources, rather 

than primary ones, has led to the perpetuation of these errors, and not enough new material has 

surfaced to help fill in the gaps of what is known of Don’s early years. Historical accounts of Gibraltar 

have at times also suffered from the overuse of inaccurate or mistaken secondary sources which are 

quoted to the extent that they acquire historical authenticity. It is therefore reassuring that Sam Benady 

sets out to correct such errors and misuses by focusing on primary data to redress past misconceptions. 

His subject matter is also of significant interest since not only does Benady address the biographical 

void to which Don has been subjected, but he also draws our attention to a most important Lieutenant 

Governor of Gibraltar (1814-1831).    

Don’s early life nevertheless remains a brief interlude in this biography (three short chapters 

deal with Don’s childhood, his years of military service in Minorca, Jersey and Walcheren), but as 

Benady states, much of the book is orientated towards Gibraltar. Whilst it would have been 

illuminating to know more about this Governor’s formative years, Benady’s focus on key events in 

Don’s career draws our attention to the parallels that exist between Don’s early experiences and those 

he was later to encounter in Gibraltar. One example cited is Don’s encounter in Mahon whilst the 

island was under siege by the Spanish (the assault began in 1781 and lasted until 1783), with epidemic 

disease in an enclosed community. Don was to later face this same problem during his two campaigns 

in the Low Countries and the evacuation of Walcheren in 1809. With this knowledge behind him, it 

was only natural, states Benady, ‘that when he [Don] arrived in Gibraltar in the middle of the yellow 

fever epidemic in 1814, he should have acted so decisively to protect the garrison and the civilian 

community against the threat of further epidemic disease’ (12).  Don’s appointment as Lieutenant 

Governor and Commander in Chief of Jersey (1806-1814), provides us with another instance of past 

experiences informing future policy. Don took a personal interest in all that was concerned with the 

safety of Jersey in case of blockade or attack.  This led to an in-depth assessment of the island’s 

infrastructure and the setting up of measures to ensure her security; his policies were not always 

popular with some sectors of the community, but he nevertheless made a positive and long lasting 

impact on the island and amongst the inhabitants.  Upon his departure from Jersey, Don stated the 

following:   

 
When placed in command of the Island of Jersey, it became my fixed resolution to devote 
myself to two objects: the actual security of the island, and the permanent welfare of its 
inhabitants. […] By the communication opened throughout the island for military purposes, 
the husbandman has enjoyed the advantage of easy conveyance to the towns and harbours; 
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[…] and the other measures adopted have aimed, in the same measure at twofold benefits in 
war and peace’ (45-6). 

 
The policies implemented by Don in Jersey give us a strong indication that he was, above all, a military 

man; he was acutely aware that the health of his army was dependant on both internal and external 

forces and that the army’s welfare was closely intertwined with that of the civilian population. Whilst 

the military and civilian drives were co-morbidities, it is also clear that tensions existed between both, 

and this very dynamic has historically been present in Gibraltar as an underpinning factor in the terms 

under which the civilian population and civic institutions have developed.   

Once in Gibraltar Don was responsible for the establishment of a public health policy to 

combat epidemics, a civil hospital, the development of a police force in 1814, open spaces such as the 

Alameda Gardens, and garrison education. Still, as Benady points out, Don was opposed to giving the 

civil population of Gibraltar a representative voice in Government. Despite this, he knew that if he was 

to generate a sense of civic responsibility which would lead to reform and improve the wealth and 

health of the nation, he would need the participation of civilians. To this end, Don created a number of 

committees for the running of all aspects of administration in which civilians were represented. 

Although Don resisted the empowerment of these civic minded individuals, their association or 

collaboration within these committees gave them the acumen and networking skills necessary for 

higher office, and served as platforms from which members acquired political and social agency. Don 

could therefore be considered as an unwitting agent in the consolidation of a local politics; the 

Exchange and Commercial Library is testament to the growing power and wealth of local merchants, 

particularly if we consider that the institution was set up in response to the refusal of the officers of the 

Garrison to allow civilians the use of the Garrison Library. As such the erection of the Exchange and 

Commercial Library posed, from the heart of the city, a direct challenge to colonial authority.  

Benady is very good in listing dates, the notable events that punctuated Don’s Governorship, 

the institutions and buildings he was responsible for, and the means by which he raised funds for his 

projects. Some of these could have nevertheless been expanded upon. Benady has of course already 

covered some of this ground in his notable publications on the Civil Hospital and the yellow fever 

epidemics, but I would have welcomed a far more extensive engagement with the question of Titles to 

Property, an issue central to residency rights and ownership, and with the Exchange and Commercial 

Library.  

This biography does however draw our attention to areas that have elsewhere been neglected, such as 
Don’s love for San Roque and the extent to which his reforming zeal extended well into the hinterland 
through his road building mission. Don maintained good relations with the authorities in the Campo de 
Gibraltar, owned a house in San Roque in San Felipe Street, where he was very popular and where he 
would spend long periods. It is clear from Benady’s biography that Don generated and maintained 
good relations, both with his counterparts in Spain and with the people of Gibraltar, whilst also making 
a major personal investment in his post as Lieutenant Governor of Gibraltar. Benady’s biography 
certainly accounts for the life of a military man, but Don’s life also provides an ideal vehicle through 
which to learn about some of the foundations on which modern day Gibraltar is built. It would be 
difficult to say whether or not Don’s period in office brought about the dawn of Gibraltarian identity, I 
suspect that the germ of such a realisation may have occurred earlier, but it is clear that his 
Governorship cultivated such a notion (albeit unwittingly) to bring about the consolidation of 
institutions and representative bodies that created a physical embodiment of place and nation. 

xxxxx 
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Committee contacts: 
Hon. Treasurer/Membership – David Inker, Macausland House, 15 Skye Close,Cosham,  
Hampshire PO6 3LT.  Email  davidjinker@msn.com  Tel 023 9232 1965 
Hon. Secretary – Janet Whiteley, Overstock House, 
Houghton  Road, Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 6LE Email janet.stockbridge@btinternet.com 
Tel 01264 811101 
Organiser of annual  meeting reception  - Ernest Reading, 171 Charlton Road, Kenton, Harrow, 
Middlesex  Email ernie@reading171.fsnet.co.uk  Tel 020 8206 0120 
Web Master – John Borda Email jborda@gibnews.net  

xxxxx 
The FOGHS would like to thank Cadogan Holidays for paying the postage of this newsletter. 

xxxxx 
 

FOGHS COMMITTEE 
Patron: HRH The Duke of Gloucester 
President: The Baroness Hooper 
Vice-Presidents: The Rt. Rev. Archbishop  Michael Bowen: Admiral Sir David Williams:  
Albert Hammond: John Galliano 
Chairman: Field Marshal Sir John Chapple 
Hon Secretary: Janet Whiteley. 
Board Members: John Borda (Webmaster): Maggie Galliano: Andrew Lavarello: Albert 
Poggio: Ernest Reading (Social): Paul Baker: Tito Benady: Mike Brufal (Newsletter): 
Christina Gaggero: Major-General Simon Pack: David Inker (Hon Treasurer and Hon 
Membership Secretary): Richard Wells.  

xxxxx 
 

CADOGAN HOLIDAYS  
LUXURY HOLIDAYS FOR THE DISCERNING TRAVELLER 

 
As a member of the International Bland Group – sister to GB Airways and The Rock Hotel – we are 
committed to providing the highest level of service and quality throughout our program.  
 
Why not discover our selection of luxurious four and five star hotels in the Mediterranean, North 
Africa and beyond to the Canary Islands and the Atlantic gem of Madeira creating an exclusive holiday 
portfolio, tailor made to meet your needs.   
 
Just see what makes Cadogan Holidays the best: 

• Total flexibility with any duration possible  
• Stay in a combination of resorts within any destination 
• Convenient services of scheduled airlines, particularly with our sister company GB Airways, 

which operates many of the short-haul routes for British Airways 
• All clients automatically receive private transfers to take them directly to their hotel 
• Accommodation only can easily be booked should you prefer  
• Little extras in numerous properties including wine, fruit, room upgrade etc. 
• Special brochure offers including free nights, no single supplements and free board upgrades 
• Excellent children, family and extra adult discounts 
• Free guide book, map and IDC discount card 

 
Cadogan Holidays is pleased to offer all members of the FOGHS and their families a 15% discount.  If 
you wish to receive a brochure or make a booking then please contact Stephanie Cadogan on 02380 
828 364 or email her at steph.cadogan@cadoganholidays.com   

xxxxx 
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