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E-VOTING: FRENCH POLITICAL PARTY UMP MAKES 
HISTORY! 
 
January 2007: A new world participation record for the UMP Primary e-voting!  
 
 
PARIS, France, Feb. 1 -- UMP made history last month by setting a new world record for total 
Internet voters on a single day. On January 3, a total of 31,800 members voted in UMP’s primary to 
select its presidential candidate for the 2007 French Presidential election. 
 
“This is a real first for 3 different reasons,” said Mr. Robert Pandraud, former Minister and 
President of the Electoral Commission for UMP. “It is the first time since World War II that a 
political party in France has reached such a high number of members. Never before has a political 
party reached such a high level of participation for an internal election. And never before has an 
Internet vote gathered such a high number of voters in the world.”  
 
From January 2 to 14, a total of 338,558 UMP members could vote to appoint their candidate for the 
next 2007 Presidential election. A total of 233,779 members voted, which represents 69.1% of the 
members. Of those who voted, 98.1% selected Nicolas Sarkozy. 
 
The election was organized by Election-Europe, the leading global Internet elections company, and 
overseen by Mr Yves-Henri PUAUX, Justice Bailiff, a court appointed official. 
 
More than 750 polling stations were equipped with Internet enabled touchscreen kiosks. Each day, 
thousands of ballots were registered among the 107 electronic ballot boxes corresponding to the 
different county federations and stored on servers hosted in a secured and controlled environment.  
 
Each member received at home a voter card with their confidential PIN and password. Several 
reminders to vote were sent by SMS, emails or phone. 
 
An external and independent hot line center was available every day to deliver lost PINs to the 
members, once that member had been authenticated as a UMP member.  
 
The election oversight performed by the Electoral Commission and their officials was very efficient 
thanks to the centralized administration tools provided by the Election-Europe voting system.  
 
It took less than 20 minutes to decrypt and tally all of the 233,779 ballots stored in the 107 ballot 
boxes, without any issue or electoral fraud complaint; this allowed the Commission to announce the 
official results immediately after the closing of the voting period, live in front of 100,000 UMP 
members gathered for their Primary Convention. 
 



UMP has regularly used e-voting to run their elections since its inception in 2002. e-voting is a 
secure and economical process which minimizes the usual mistakes seen with traditional voting 
methods.. 
 
The high mobilization of members is also a sign of the great success of the inclusive approach 
launched by Mr SARKOZY, as well as of his plans to rejuvenate the UMP party. 
 
“Let’s hope that such an election system will soon be available for French expatriates and for the 
French national elections” said Régis Jamin, Managing Director for Election-Europe. 
 
Contact : 
Commission de Contrôle des Opérations Electorales Election-Europe 
UMP 1, place Verlaine 
55 rue La Boétie 92100 BOULOGNE 
75008 PARIS Attention : M. Régis Jamin 
Attention : M. Robert Pandraud Tel : 01 46 94 66 07 
Tel : 01 40 76 60 00 Email : info@election-
europe.com 
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