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Abstract

In order to figuring out the multiple representations of migrant domestic workers in
three aspects of nation, class, and sex, this research began with “Liou, Sia Event” and
“Fong, Hu-Sianh Event”.

The research discloses that the national image of the migrant domestic worker, Vina,
showed in the appellation of “foreign” servant, “foreign” caretaker, and “Indonesia”
servant in “Liou, Sia Event”. It appeared in the passive role of Vina who was reported
and named in the press, too. The construction of “racialized occupation” stressed the
improper connection between race and nation who belonged. In aspect of class, Vina
was viewed as a low class worker, and the place be suited is related to the race. The
sex of the migrant worker was not be emphasized in the report. However, the way
binding domestic work to women is the way which transferring woman to one of the
others.

The national image of the migrant domestic worker appeared in the appellation of
“Philippine” servant, “foreign” worker, and “foreign” servant in “Fong, Hu-Sianh
Event”. Rose who came from Philippines was described as a migrant worker who laid
a trap for the employer. It showed that the situation of “racialized occupation” still
exist. The class gap between the famous politician and the migrant worker influenced
the chance to make a statement and the rights to definite discourses. The
communication problem between female employer and migrant worker, the stressed
description on the appearance of the female victim, and the present situation of
lacking of laws for punishing employers showed the position of others of migrant
domestic workers.

Through the analysis of this research, the news report had it’s own stereotype and
ideology in using verbs, the appellations, the frequency of words using, the choice of
information source, the highlight of titles, the active or passive positions. It means that
each news report represented some kind of dominant discourses, and it has the right of
shaping social concepts.

Keywords: Foreign worker, Migrant worker, News representation, Discourse analysis
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