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.458 WINCHESTER MAGNUM

The .458 Winchester
Magnum was introduced in
1956 in a variation of the
Model 70 rifle called the
“African.” The .458 Win-
chester Magnum achieved
rapid acceptance in the Af-
rican game fields and is to-
day considered the stan-
dard against which other large bore cartridges for dangerous game are measured.

The .458 Winchester is significantly overpowered for North American big game. It can,
however, be loaded down to .45-70 performance levels using the various bullets available to
handloaders for practice or a specific game application.

The .458 Winchester Magnum is also a very capable cast bullet cartridge.

The SAAMI Maximum Average Pressure for the .458 Winchester Magnum is 53,000 C.U.P.

.458 WINCHESTER MAGNUM

Gun DOUGLAS Max Length 2.500"
Barrel Length 26" Trim Length 2.480"
Primer REM 91/2 M OAL Max 3.340"
Case WW OAL Min 3.300"

START LOADS MAXIMUM LOADS Cartridge
Bullet Powder Grains Vel. Powder Grains Vel. C.U.P. Length Comment

375 (L) RNGC 5744 46.8 1971 5744 52.0 2240 51,500 3.000" Penny's

400 (L) FN 5744 45.9 1909 5744 51.0 2170 50,600 3.000" Penny's

455 (L) RNGC 5744 44.1 1779 5744 49.0 2022 52,000 3.110" Penny's

475 (L) RN 2015 49.5 1660 2015 55.0 1886 28,200 3.085" LY457406
2230 54.0 1763 2230 60.0 2003 32,700
2460 54.9 1753 2460 61.0 1992 30,800

500 (L) RN 5744 42.3 1672 5744 47.0 1901 49,900 3.170" Lyman

HDY 300 HP 2015 68.4 2293 2015 76.0 2606 35,500 2.940" Compressed
2230 70.2 2248 2230 78.0 2554 33,500 Compressed
2460 70.2 2205 2460 78.0 2506 30,800 Compressed

.532
13.51mm

.513
13.03mm

.481
12.22mm

.459
11.658mm

.220 (5.59mm)

2.500 (63.50mm)

3.340 (84.83mm)

START LOADS MAXIMUM LOADS Cartridge
Bullet Powder Grains Vel. Powder Grains Vel. C.U.P. Length Comment
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HDY 350 RN 2015 67.5 2250 2015 75.0 2557 44,600 2.965" Compressed
2230 70.2 2211 2230 78.0 2512 45,100 Compressed
2460 70.2 2189 2460 78.0 2487 42,300 Compressed

SPR 400 FN 2015 68.4 2172 2015 76.0 2468 48,800 3.140" Compressed
2230 72.0 2162 2230 80.0 2457 45,500 Compressed
2460 72.0 2158 2460 80.0 2452 44,700 Compressed

HDY 500 RN 2015 61.2 1891 2015 68.0 2149 49,200 3.305"
2230 64.8 1900 2230 72.0 2159 45,600
2460 66.6 1929 2460 74.0 2192 44,800 Compressed

START LOADS MAXIMUM LOADS Cartridge
Bullet Powder Grains Vel. Powder Grains Vel. C.U.P. Length Comment

.458 WINCHESTER MAGNUM (continued)


