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Reportage

“Jabal Amel”
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It is this mountain that stands free and disdainful.. Throughout history
“Jabal Amel” was defiant to submission and surrender. Its people resisted
all sorts of hegemony, oppression and occupation. They bared all kinds of
sufferings, deportations and murders; they refused to bow. They stood
against all schemes to manipulate them, to undermine them, and to wipe
out their identity, through erasing the history of their “Mujahidin” and
their religious leadership. They stoodfast against marginilisation and
westernization, they confronted all oppressors and occupiers. For their
faith mingled with patience, sacrifice with steadfastners and blood, they
put their trust in God and depended on him. Through their strong will and
their readiness to fight, they shattered the legend of the army that can
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never be defeated, which also lead to the “Israeli” withdrawal from South
Lebanon and western Bekaa on the 24th of May the year 2000. By this, a
glorious page was recorded in the history of Lebanon, of the Arabs and of
all Muslims. Due to the great significance of this big event, we are going
to uncover some of Jabal Amel’s past and contemporary history.
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Most of the lands which lie in South Lebanon and a small part of the land
in northern occupied Palestine, are part of “Jabal Amel”.

Most historians think that the naming of this piece of land, goes back to
the tribe of “Amela bin Sabaa” which immigrated from Yemen after the
explosion of the “Ma’ereb dam”, and settled in these lands. During the
French mandate, the declaration of the state of bigger Lebanon, and the
marking of the borders with Palestine in the year 1920. “Jabal Amel”
covers the whole of the South Lebanon as it is known and internationally
recognized today.
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The people of “Jabal Amel” believe that Shiism first entered, with “Abi
Dhar Al Ghafari”, but most historians doubt it because of the rarity of
references.

For there is no doubt that shiism spread in the fourth century (Al-Hijra),
where Iraq, Iran, Damascus, North Africa, and Egypt witnessed a great
widespread of Shiism; that was during the epoques of the Bowayhids,
Hamadanis, Adarissa, and the Fatimids. Shiism became strong, whose
aspects and characteristics were clarified by Imam Jaafar El Sadeq, and the
Imams after him.
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Some religious interpreters say that “Jabal Amel” is within the sacred
land, which was reported in the holy Quran.
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“Jabal Amel” was and still is known for its religious shrines; many
prophets have passed through this land, and many of these shrines were
named after them. Some of them disappeared, and others are still standing.

“Jabal Amel” is famous for its religious schools, since the seventh
century (Al-Hijra). Some of these famous schools are: The schools of
Jizzine, Mays El Jebel, Shakra, Bint-Jbeil, Jbaa, Hanaway, Nourieh, El-
Hamidieh in Nabatiyeh, and the school of Ansar and many others.

Hundreds of Ulamas graduated from these schools, we name from them:
Al-Alama shamseddine Muhammad bin Makki El-Jizzini, who is known as
the first martyr, Alama Sheikh Zeineddine, who is known as the second
martyr and the philosopher and mathematician, El Fakih El-Sheikh El-
Bahai who died in Isfahan, and was buried in the sacred city of Mashhad in
Iran.
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Geographically and Historically, Lebanon was part of Greater Syria,
and became part of the Islamic state since the seventh century A.D.

“Jabal Amel” was subject to many attacks waged by the crusaders in the
year 1095 A.D. Many coastal cities successively fell in the crusaders’
hands, after witnessing many atrocities. But the villages weren’t subject to
such torturing, their inhabitants remained in them, since the crusaders were
in need these villagers to plough the land, and plant it to provide themselves
with the needed food.

But the Muslims liberated their land from the crusaders during the
epoques of the “Ayubis” and the “Mamalik”, and the last Lebanese city to
be liberated was the city of Tyre on the 19th of May in the year 1291 A.D.
when the “mamalik” seized power, they tortured anyone who opposed them,
or was from a different sect than theirs. Therefore many Lebanese areas
witnessed a great deal of violence and atrocities, like the areas surrounding
Tripoli and also the Shiite areas of Kisrouan, where its population fled to areas of
Jizzine in the South and the Bekaa. The great claggman Shamseddine was also
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subject to the Mamluki oppression, and was killed in the year 1384 A.D. therefore
he was named as the “first Martyr.
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After, all of Greater Syria became under Ottoman rule in the year 1517
A.D. the Shiites suffered a great deal of atrocities and oppression. The turks
have tortured a great deal of Shiite ulema and confiscated their books and
burnt them. “Jabal Amel” became subject to invasions from almost
everywhere.
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“Jabal Amel” under the leadership of its religious leaders “Ulemaa”
demanded unity between Lebanon and Syria, and was opposed to partition.
For Sayed Abdul Hussain Sharaffedine issued a “fetwa” (a religious
decree) for “Jihad” (Holy fight and war) against the French. The “Ulema”
and the leaders of “Jabal Amel” got together in a meeting at “Wadi El
Hujayr” on the 24th of April of the year 1920 A.D. This meeting authorized
Sayed Abdul Hussain Sharaffedine, Sayed Muhsen Al-Amine and Sayed
Abdul Hussain Noureddine to discuss the future of “Jabal Amel” with King
Faisal in Damascus. Many revolts took place against the French in “Jabal
Amel” since 1920 A.D. and many brigades were formed to fight them such
as Adham Khanjar’s Brigade, Sadeq Hamzeh’s Brigade and Muhammad
Ahmad Bazzi’s Brigade.

The towns and villages of “Jabal Amel” witnessed many upheavals and
sit-ins against French colonialism, and the most famous of upheavals, was
the upheaval of Bint-Jbeil’s which took place in the year 1936A.D. Many
newspapers at that time, considered that the Bint-jbeil’s upheaval was a
unionist one, and the martyrs who died, were martyrs of Syrian unity.
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After occupying Palestine in 1948, the South of Lebanon, became the
target of successive Israeli attacks on peaceful villages. For example, the
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sionist Gangs entered the village of “Salha” on the 24th of October in the
year 1948 and killed 120 people in its mosque. Then these same gangs
entered the village of “Houla” and killed 70 of its villagers. Since then,
many towns and villages have been targeted by different sionist aggressions.

In 1976 “Israel” helped its collaborators in the South under the
leadership of Saad Haddad, to control the border zone: Villages were
devastated, Israel’s collaborators rampaged and killed many of inhabitants,
according to a designed Israeli plan to empty the South of its inhabitants, to
facilitate its occupation and the exploitation of its resources, and especially
its water resources at the Litani, Hasbani, and Wazzani rivers.
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The “Litani Operation” began at midnight on the 15th of March of the
year 1978, and it continued until the 21st of the same month, Israeli forces
were capable of controlling and occupying the areas overlooking the Litani
River to the North. Many mass murders occurred, during this invasion,
where the southerners suffered a great deal and were subjected to killings,
fleeing their houses and the occupation of their lands and properties.

At the time, the United Nation’s Security Council asked “Israel” to stop
its military actions against Lebanon territories, and to withdraw from
Lebanon, in accordance with resolution 425, which was issued on the 19th of
march 1978. the resolution also stated the formation of an international
force under the United Nations Flag to be sent to South Lebanon, to make
sure of Israeli withdrawal, but “Israel” as usual didn’t abide, and kept its
forces to control an area of 700sq km.
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“Israel” started its invasion, by airaids on the 4th and 5th of June,
targeting tens of Southern villages. A day later, on the 6th June Israeli
troops went deeper into Lebanese soil, and occupied the area of Mount
Lebanon and Beirut by mid September, and ended their military campaign
by the Sabra and Shatila massacres on the 18th of September of the year
1982.

During that period, the villages in the south and the western Bekaa, were
getting ready and preparing themselves to confront the Israeli forces,
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especially after the increasing awareness of the Southerners the dangers of
sionism. We shouldn’t forget the great role that Sayed Musa Sadr, played in
this respect before his disappearance. Then came the Islamic revolution in
Iran which mobilized the Muslims and inspired the resistants in the South
and the Bekaa. They were ready for “Jihad” and “Martyrdom to defeat the
occupiers. Israeli forces didn’t feel at ease on Lebanon territories, for the
resistance operations started against them, they actually started in
November of the year 1982, when suicide operations against Zionist troops
started first through the martyr Ahmad Kassir, and the other suicide
operation conducted by Bilal Fahs, then other suicide attacks went on
coinciding with a popular resistance, and the organization of the armed
resistance, and the growing popular rejection to the occupiers’ presence.

The Israelis retaliated through very tough and violent measures such as
killing, detaining or exiling anyone who publicly refused their occupation,
but in spite of these tough measures, the sionist enemy was forced to
withdraw at different stages and phases.

The Israeli forces withdrew from Mount Lebanon on the 4th of September
of the year 1983 to the South of the Awali River. Then they withdrew from
Saida, Nabatiyeh and its province, from western Bekaa, Rashaya, Barouk
and the Tyre province in 1985. But they stayed and controlled a border
zone, that stretches from Ras Nakoura until the international Lebanese
border with occupied Palestine, added to what “Israel” had occupied on
the Lebanese – Syrian border, during the 1967 and 1973 wars, at the “Jabal
El Sheikh” heights, the occupied border zone length reached 122 km. And
its width up to 10 sq.km, with a depth in some areas up to 40 km. The
occupied border zone, constituted 12% of the area of Lebanon.

In the province of Tyre 11 towns and villages out of 96 that made up the
province, were inside the occupied border zone. In addition to this, 18
villages of the Bint-Jbail province, out of the 26 towns and villages in the
province, were occupied including Bint-Jbail itself, which is the center –
town of the province. In Marjehyoun province 26 out of 30 villages
remained under occupation, also 16 villages out of 21 in the Hasbaya
province, and the whole province of Jizzine which covers 47 towns and
villages. Two villages in Nabatiyeh province (Arnoun and Yuhmur)
remained under occupation, one village in the Tyre province, in addition to
the farms in every province mentioned.

The Israeli forces established boarding gates to get in or out of the
border zone, in addition to the previous ones. Through these gates the
people suffered a great deal, they were very much humiliated. In fact, these
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crossing gates were a kind of detention centers, where hundreds of
“detainees” always had to wait for long hours or even days, to have these
crossing gates resper again, like the bater – Jizzine crossing gate for
example.
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The detention and imprisonment centers were scattered throughout the
occupied border zone, where acts of humiliation and torturing took place
against many honest Lebanese citizens. The worst detention camp is the “al-
Khiam Prison”, but the others aren’t less horrible, because of the torturing
techniques they used in these centers. The most important detention centers
were: the “17” center in Bint-Jbail, the Marjehyoun prison, Zaghley
barracks in Hasbaya, and the Jizzine prison in Jizzine.
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In 1978, the Israeli forces turned the Lebanese Army barracks at
Khiyam, into a detention center. After the closure of the Ansar detention
camp in the year 1985, a large number of the detainees were moved to
“Atlit” prison in occupied Palestine. Al-Khiyam prison, remained a witness
on Israeli oppression and barbarism through the physical and psychological
torturing, they executed on the detainees.

The cells at “Al-Khiyam” prison were very narrow and small the cell
was: 50×50×170 cm long, wide and high, its was very filthy with a stinking
smell. The larger cells were 2m long ×0.5 wide or 2m long ×2 m wide,
where a large number of prisoners were detained in them.
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Hitting starts the moment the detainee sets foot in the prison, especially
through the corridor leading to the questioning office. They used to tie the
detainee naked, or leaving him facing the cold wind, throwing on him hot
and cold water from time to time. They used to cover the nose with a plastic
that sends very bad smell, thus cutting the breath, in order to suffocate the
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prisoner. Electric current was also used by the Israelis against very
sensitive parts of the detainee’s body.

The ways and means of torturing were incredible, it showed a great deal
of cruelty and barbarism. This lead the Norwegian doctor “Vidar Lehmen”
who worked as an officer within the United Nations observers in South Lebanon
to send a report on what’s happening at the Khiyam prison to the Norwegian
Ministry of defence in 1992, but it refused to publish it. But the Norwegian
newspaper “altempostem” published this report in 1995, which caused
disapproval among world public opinion.

The prisoners at “Al-Khiyam” prison faced malnutrition, as reported by
Amnesty International during the years of 1985-1988, and many of the
prisoners died due to torturing, while many other were handicapped, and
many others suffered from chronic and dangerous diseases.
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The Inhabitants of the occupied border zone especially, and the
Southerners in general faced so many hardships during the Israeli occupied,
in all aspects of life.

During half-a-century, the Israeli forces committed a series of massacres
against the civilians, The Kana massacre is an example of Israeli barbarism
and cruelty, where more than 106 civilians were killed, all women, men and
children.

The Israeli forces also deported many civilians away from their towns
and villages, especially the clergymen, whom the occupation forces
suspected of sympathizing with the resistance. They also killed many of the
“Mujahedeen” who publically denounced the Israeli occupation, and
worked on mobilizing the masses like Muhammad Saad and Khalil Jradi in
the town of “Ma’araka”. They also assassinated the clergymen who refused
their occupation, and asked their people to confront it like shaikh Ragheb
Harb in the town of “Jibsheet”, Sayed Abdul Latif El-Amine in the town of
“Souwanna”, and they also tried to kill al Allama Sayed Abdul Muhssen
Fadlallah, but the bullets targeted his wife, thus she became paralyzed, and
later died. This same policy of killings and assassinations continued until the
leader of the resistance movement Sayed Abbas El-Mussawi was killed with
his wife and child in 1992; and many other clergymen were kidnapped such
as Shaikh Abdul Karim Obeid.
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The occupiers isolated the border zone from the rest of the country. Thus
many citizens had to depend of basic materials that came from occupied
Palestine, to go on with their lives, such as petroleum products.

But they depended on local products available in the southern areas, and
boycotted Israeli goods which the Israeli forces and their collaborators were
trying to promote.

During 1978 invasion, the Israeli forces destroyed the water pipes system
and the reservoirs that supplied the town and villages, such as the Barashit
reservoir, the Oudeyssi reservoir, and the Shabaa reservoir and many
others in the area. The occupation authorities linked the water system of
many villages to their own in occupied Palestine, in order to blackmail the
inhabitants. But these villages refused to cooperate with the occupation
authorities. They dug wells in their villages to provide water supplies, and
in many cases they bought water by containers.

On the educational front, schools lacked many educational equipments
and also lacked qualified teachers. The occupation authorities tried to
impose the learning of Hebrew in schools, but the inhabitants refused the
idea, they also refused to send their high school graduates to continue their
further studies in occupied Palestine. They also rejected the idea of sending
the children on leisure trips to the occupied land of Palestine. This was the
stand of the majority of the border zone inhabitants, but unfortunately some
of the collaborators with the enemy, enjoyed sending their children to the
occupied land.

In the medical sector, the situation deteriorated drastically, with a huge
lack in medical equipment, shortage of doctors and other medical staff, in
public hospitals, the infirmaries couldn’t satisfy the needs of the inhabitants.
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Whenever Israeli aggression increased, the Southerners attachment to
their soil and religion increased on the opposite side. Their love for their
land increased, their attachment to the Holy Quran also. They followed the
footsteps of the Prophet and his family, in resisting, steadfastness, and
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refusing to submit to the oppressors. In spite of their great ordeal, the
people of the South and the Western Bekaa, never felt desperate, they
resisted occupation bravely and heroically, as individuals and as groups.
They were backed by the rest of the honest Lebanese population, especially
the youth of Baalbeck – Hirmil region.

It is important to say, that the fighters of the Lebanese resistance, were
all to impose a balance of terror” after organizing their ranks in the
framework of the Islamic resistance, in addition to what “Amal movement”
fighters contributed and other fighters from different parties.

We should not forget, the role of the Lebanese immigrants, in supporting
the inhabitants in the occupied zone, like the 5 dollars plan initiated by the
sons of Bint-Jbail, residing in the United States, to help the needy in their
town.

All this – especially the Jihad of the resistance fighters – obliged the
sionist enemy to withdraw from the border zone and other positions he had
occupied earlier.

The land became free, the detainees enjoyed their release from Al-
Khiyam prison, hoping that all the prisoners in the Israeli prisons, will be
released soon, and the farms of Sheba’a will also be liberated.

Awaiting International help, the South and the Western Bekaa, are very
much in need of materialistic help, to rebuild what was destroyed, and to
rehabilitate the infra-structure. They also need help to restore public
schools, hospitals and other social centers, industry also needs rebuilding,
also the agricultural aspect. Everything in the South needs restoration and
rebuilding especially the mosques after this long occupation period.

We believe that rebuilding the civil service sector is primarly the
responsibility of the government, but it is also the duty of our society.

In the end, we thank the “Mujahidin’, the martyrs and all those who
contributed physically and financially to the long way to our victorious
liberation march.
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