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G.A. Magrath . . . . . 1889-1890       
R.E. Sherlock . . . . . . 1891-1892       
C.F.P. Conybeare . . . . . . . . 1893       
H. Bentley . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1894       
T. Curry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1895       
H. Bentley . . . . . . . . 1896-1898
W. Colpman. . . . . . . 1899-1900       
M. Barford . . . . . . . . 1901-1905       
M. Young . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1906       
C.F.P. Conybeare . . . 1907-1908       
C.G.K. Nourse . . . . . 1909-1910       
G.M. Hatch . . . . . . . . . . . . 1911       
E.A. Cunningham . . . . . . . 1912       
W.C. Ives . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1913       
G.R. Marnock. . . . . . 1914-1921       
C.F. Jamieson . . . . . . . . . . 1921       
R.J. Dinning. . . . . . . . . . . . 1922       
S.J. Shephard. . . . . . 1923-1924
H.W. Crawford . . . . . . . . . 1925       
A.B. Hogg. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1926       
E.E. MacKay . . . . . . . . . . . 1927       
W.S. Galbraith . . . . . . . . . 1928       
A.G. Baalim . . . . . . . 1929-1930       
R.W. Greenway . . . . 1931-1934       
W.T. Hill . . . . . . . . . . 1934-1935       
R. Barrowman . . . . . 1936-1937       
C.A. MacMillan . . . . 1938-1942       
L.E. Fairbairn. . . . . . . . . . . 1943       
G.B. Davies . . . . . . . 1944-1945       
C.A. Bryant . . . . . . . 1945-1946       
M.B. Wilkinson. . . . . 1946-1947       
E.R. McFarland. . . . . 1947-1948       
H. Barrett . . . . . . . . . 1948-1949       
F.T. King . . . . . . . . . . 1949-1950       
S.R. Lamb. . . . . . . . . 1950-1951       
R.J. Kitson . . . . . . . . 1951-1952
F. Calder . . . . . . . . . 1952-1953       
C.J.F. Beny . . . . . . . . 1953-1954       
R.C. Ellison. . . . . . . . 1954-1955       
G. Lomas . . . . . . . . . 1955-1956
A.W. Shackleford . . . 1956-1957       
W.E. Huckvale . . . . . 1957-1958  
R.C. Tenant. . . . . . . . 1958-1959
W.P. Davidson . . . . . 1958-1959
C.L. Sibbald . . . . . . . 1959-1960
G.L. Black . . . . . . . . 1960-1961

F.S. Weatherup . . . . . 1961-1962
A.C. Anderson . . . . . 1962-1963
A. Ericksen. . . . . . . . 1963-1964
G.W. Lomas . . . . . . . 1964-1965
D.G.W. Sutherland . . 1965-1966
C.W. Mowers . . . . . . 1966-1967
C.W. Redfern . . . . . . 1967-1968
D.F. McPherson. . . . . 1968-1969
J. Lackie . . . . . . . . . . 1969-1970
R.M. Tanner . . . . . . . 1970-1971
T.A. Bland . . . . . . . . 1971-1972
L. Singer . . . . . . . . . 1972-1973
O.C. Stubbs . . . . . . . 1973-1974
R.C. Hill . . . . . . . . . . 1974-1975
J.R. Dunstan . . . . . . . 1975-1976
R.H. Robinson. . . . . . 1976-1977
J.K. Kirchner. . . . . . . 1977-1978
J.E. Fortune . . . . . . . 1978-1979
C.S. Malmberg . . . . . 1979-1980
G.E.G. Brown. . . . . . 1980-1981
A. Batty . . . . . . . . . . 1981-1982
R.J. Giesbrecht . . . . . 1982-1983
D. Irving . . . . . . . . . 1983-1984
D. Jordan. . . . . . . . . 1984-1985
R. Davidson . . . . . . . 1985-1986
E. Botfield. . . . . . . . . 1986-1987
W.R. Gibson . . . . . . 1987-1988
W.R. Gibson . . . . . . 1988-1989
L. Talbot . . . . . . . . . . 1989-1990
J. Gray . . . . . . . . . . 1990-1991
G. Keith . . . . . . . . . . 1991-1992
J. Duff . . . . . . . . . . . 1992-1993
D. Allan . . . . . . . . . . 1993-1994
D. McLaughlin . . . . . 1994-1995
W.R. Jackson . . . . . . 1995-1996
P. Wolsey . . . . . . . . . 1996-1997
M. Sabourin . . . . . . . 1997-1998
M. Switzer . . . . . . . . 1998-1999
B. Bartlett . . . . . . . . . 1999-2000
F.A. Ross . . . . . . . . . 2000-2001
M. Gray. . . . . . . . . . 2001-2002    
T. Ackerman . . . . . . . 2002-2003       
R. Bain. . . . . . . . . . . 2003-2004

HONORARY
MEMBERS

R.J. Dinning             
Senator W.A. Buchanan         
J.T. Watson . . . . . . . . . . . . 1949
Emil G. Sick . . . . . . . . . . . 1950
Dr. W.W. Fairfield . . . . . . . 1950
C.S. Noble . . . . . . . . . . . . 1951
A.G. Baalim . . . . . . . . . . . 1951
R.R. Davidson . . . . . . . . . . 1956
H.G. Long . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1956
W.T. Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1958
T.B. Campbell . . . . . . . . . . 1962
R.H. Painter . . . . . . . . . . . . 1963
E.R. McFarland . . . . . . . . . 1963
Mrs. Kate Andrews . . . . . . 1966
Hon. E.C. Manning . . . . . . 1966

J.J. Flaherty . . . . . . . . . . . . 1967
A.B. Hogg. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1968
L.C. Halmrast. . . . . . . . . . . 1969
N. Botterill . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1969
A.W. Shackleford . . . . . . . 1973
C.J.F. Beny. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1974
F.T. King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1975
R.C. Ellison . . . . . . . . . . . . 1975
G. Lomas . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1976
A.E. Palmer . . . . . . . . . . . . 1976
L.S. Turcotte . . . . . . . . . . . . 1976
A.C. Anderson . . . . . . . . . 1978
Dr. D.F. McPherson. . . . . . . 1978
R.C. Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1984
A. Johnston . . . . . . . . . . . . 1978
C.S. Malmberg . . . . . . . . . 1986
Art Batty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1988

PAST PRESIDENTS
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INCORPORATION OF THE NEW TOWN . . .

The Lethbridge Board of Trade and Civic Committee was organized in late September 1889.  Its purposes were to act as a lobbying group to secure such things
as a Court House and Land Titles Office, to provide an organized body to accomplish the many improvements that were necessary in the community and region, and,

in particular, to work.  “...for the purpose of incorporating the town and setting its original boundaries.”

The reader should remember that Lethbridge, the first industrial town in western Canada, was a company town, owned lock-stock-and-barrel by the North Western Coal
and Navigation Company, Limited, and its successor, the Alberta Railway and Coal Company.  From the time of the original survey of the modern townsite in May 1885,
all development was controlled in some way by the coal and railway companies.  It was a fairly benevolent dictatorship to be sure, because commercial operations other
than the railway and coal companies were permitted to be privately owned.  Nevertheless, major decisions were made by, or with the approval of, Elliott Torrance Galt, the
General Manager of the coal and railway companies, and by no one else.

We might digress here to mention the first important function to be sponsored by the Lethbridge Board of Trade and Civic Committee.  It involved the visit to Lethbridge on
10 October 1889 of Frederick Arthur, Lord Stanley of Preston (of Stanley Cup fame), Governor General of Canada.  It was a wild, windy day even by Lethbridge standards
and the bunting citizens tried to use in decoration was blown away as soon as it was attached.  No one could hear the speech of welcome given by C. A. Magrath on the
station platform, nor the reply by Lord Stanley.  After the welcoming ceremonies at the station, the party was taken under North-West Mounted Police escort on a dusty drive
in the howling wind to Elliott Galt’s house in the river bottom.  Here lunch was served.  In the afternoon, Lord Stanley and his party were taken on a tour of the mines and,
according to the Lethbridge News, “expressed admiration at the extent and completeness of the Company’s arrangements for carrying on the business of digging dusky
diamonds.” There was a banquet in the Company Boarding House in the evening, to which all the prominent citizens of the town were invited.  The toast list has survived.
There were ten toasts in all so the function must have ended on a very convivial note.  

At a meeting on 7 April 1890, H. Martin and J.D. Higinbotham moved that the Executive get busy and draft a scheme for incorporation, which was to be approved by the
Board and then submitted to a meeting of ratepayers.  On 31 May, Harry Bentley and Thomas Curry moved that the boundaries of the proposed town should be: Belly River
on the west, road allowance west of Scott’s place on the east, south line of Section 31 on the south and
north boundary of south half of Section 6 on the north.  On 20 June, it was moved that the north half
of Section 5 be included in the proposed limits.  Also at this meeting Elliott Galt, General Manager of
the coal company, asked that coal shafts, workshops, engine house, rolling stock, and tracks be exempt
from municipal taxation but not from taxation for school purposes.  This request, which was really an
order, was approved and an exemption was granted for 20 years.  Charles A. Magrath had drawn
the first plan showing boundaries of the proposed Town of Lethbridge and presented it at the meeting.
Two resolutions were moved and carried: the first, by H. Bentley and Thomas Curry, that the maximum
tax to be levied by 11⁄2 cents on the dollar; and the second, by H. Bentley and J. H. Cavanah, that the
new municipality have no power to grant bonuses.   

Article and picture courtesy of “Lethbridge - From Coal Town to Commercial Centre - A Business
History” by Dr. Alex Johnston

T. Botterill Hardware Store on 5th Street between
second and third avenues, ca 1886.
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The Year 2003 - 2004 was filled with hard work
by our Executive, Board and Committees.  On
the political scene, we had the Federal Election at
the end of June and the end of summer was
marked by those vying for spots on City Council
readying themselves for the registration date.
Many local clubs and associations also saw new
executives and your local Chamber was no dif-
ferent.

Recent elections for your new Board of Directors
saw a new slate of members sitting as your
board for the upcoming term and it is time for me
to take my place in the company of past presi-

dents.  As I look back at “the year that was,” I continually found myself in the
company of “good people.”  Volunteers that without fail would offer their time
and expertise.  And for no other reason than the fact that they are part of
Lethbridge’s business community and part of a great organization.  These “good
people” are your various committee members, your Board of Directors and of
course my fellow members on the Executive.  Throughout the year and through-
out the many meetings that took place, there was never a time when I wanted
to be anywhere else.  (Well maybe in the winter, someplace tropical would’ve
been okay too).  The discussions that took place, albeit sometimes “passionate”
but never “dangerous” always served to open one’s eyes to different points of
view.  In all cases, the respective parties believed in the process and their posi-
tion was always for the betterment of business.  At times a true element of humor
crept into the meetings and would lighten the mood as difficult discussions were
underway.  The meetings were never dull and they were never a waste of time.
We’ve got a terrific team at all levels of the Chamber!

For the new members on the Board of Directors and for those assuming new
positions on the Executive, you’ll find it an action packed year and the skills you
bring with you will be much appreciated by your new President, Dennis Chinner.
To all those who serve on the committees, my biggest thanks for “getting the job
done!”  When I’ve been asked what has it meant for me to serve a year as
President, two things come to mind.  The opportu-
nity to have more exposure to the numerous issues
and therefore “better understanding,” has been
wonderful, and the chance to work closer with our
members has been incredibly rewarding. 

Ron Bain
2003 - 2004 President
and Chair of the Board

“As I look back at ‘the year that was’,
I continually found myself in the

company of good people”.

Reception with
Finance Minister
Pat Nelson to Discuss
the Provincial Budget

Mark Lencucha, President of Alberta
Chambers, Presents Distinguished

Service Award to Jody Nilsson

Committees in Action

Food items donated to the Interfaith Food Bank from “Dash
for Cash” Auction.
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Clare Malmberg, Chamber President 1979 - 1980
Foreman for “Commerce House” renovations
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SPECIAL PROJECTS

CHAMBER STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

TASK FORCES

AGRICULTURE/INDUSTRY/
TRANSPORTATION AFFAIRS

TOURISM CONNECTION

FINANCE

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

WORKPLACE LEARNING BUSINESS & EDUCATION

COMMUNICATIONS
MEMBER SERVICES &

SPECIAL EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP

JODY NILSSON
General Manager

RON BAIN
President

2003 - 2004

AUDREY PARKER
Office Assistant /

Accounting
& Member Services

BRENT BOTFIELD
Office Assistant /

Accounting
& Member Services

DANÉ PETERSEN
Administrative Assistant

P
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MEMBERSHIPS
New sales, retention, and revenues continue to grow in 2004. Special thanks to all

efforts made by Leo McDonald, the Chamber staff, and Committee members. We look for-
ward to the challenges of 2005 with great confidence, and will continue to grow this very

successful and rewarding organization. 

SPECIAL EVENTS
The Member Services Committee was sad to see our Chairperson—Kimberly Sharky’s departure
from the committee. We wish her all the best in her new position and life in Brooks, AB.  Much
appreciation and thanks to all her efforts and the professionalism displayed by Kimberly at the
many Chamber functions she attended. 

The following is a listing of events that our Committee had a key role in:

President’s Dinner
Business of the Year Awards
Mix & Mingles
Business After Hours
Annual Dinner & Auction
Charity Food Bank Donation
Chamber “Fun” Golf Scramble 

Much thanks goes out to all Chamber members for their efforts in making these events successful. I
can’t express enough the gratitude we owe to all Member Service Committee volunteers; their ded-
ication to their duties truly made this a fun committee to serve on. 

Randy J. Tremel
Chair, Member Services & Special Events Committee

“Much thanks goes out to all Chamber members for their efforts in making
these events successful.”

Working with the Media Workshop Lethbridge 2003 “Business of the Year Awards” “Mix & Mingle” Trade Show
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A FRESH NEW LOOK
The Communications Committee’s mandate is to assist the
Chamber in communicating the ongoing activities of the
Chamber Executive, Board of Directors and Committees, in a
professional manner. During  2003/2004, the Committee’s
major project involved spearheading the design consistency
project in an effort to enhance the professional image of the
Chamber.  This project resulted in a new look for the
Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce after 21 years.  The new
logo is still recognizable, but altered, showing an evolving
ever changing partnership between business, the community
and the Chamber.  The colours in the new logo are contem-
porary, and together with the Sans Serif font, a fresh new look
for the Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce is the result. Green
is the colour of growth and prosperity, and when combined
with traditional Navy Blue, a professional and forward think-
ing approach to the logo is achieved.  The new logo will now
be used consistently in all Chamber communications.

This last year would not have been a success for the Chamber
of Commerce without the support we received from the local
media in communicating our news and events to the local
community and providing excellent support and coverage of
our accomplishments.  It has been said many times before, but
is worth noting again ... we are fortunate to have an excellent
relationship with our media and the extent of the support we
receive from the newspaper, radio stations and television sta-
tions is rare amongst Chambers in Alberta.

Again, our Committee members worked hard and had fun
contributing their various experiences and expertise to the
tasks accomplished.  I would like to thank the committee mem-
bers for their time, effort, energy, input and most importantly,
their sense of humour.  Once again, it was a pleasure to work
on various projects with these members.

Shilpa Stocker
Chair, Communications Committee

“The new logo is still recognizable, but altered,
showing an evolving ever changing partnership
between business, the community and the
Chamber.” 

SHARING INFORMATION
Our committee looked at various ways of providing learning
opportunities to business people, on issues/areas of interest.
Biz Chat was set up as one opportunity for learning ideas in
an informal business setting, over coffee early in the morning,
in the Chamber Boardroom.  Lunch & Learns were held at
various hotel venues, with keynote speakers on topics of inter-
est to the business community.

Biz Chat
- Our Biz Chat on November 4th was “Growing Past the

Plateau” - Marketing – The resource person was Michelle
MacLean, BRAVA Advertising.

- The Biz Chat on January 13th was “Financial Planning for
the New Year” – The resource person was Tyler Mosey,
Watkinson Hanhart Duda Dorchak, who gave everyone
insight into the importance of financial planning for your
business success.

- At the Biz chat on March 9th we were enlightened on
“Getting Financing for Your Small Business” – Our
resource person Mark Fornier from Lethbridge & District
Business Development Centre as well as other financial peo-
ple who attended.

- Biz Chat on Tuesday May 11th was entitled “Understanding
Personalities in Your Workplace to Create a Team
Environment” and our resource person was  Freddi
Dogterom. 

Lunch & Learn
- The Options for Getting a Business Traveler or Worker into

Canada was held October 17th, in the Chamber board-
room.

- The Privacy Workshop on March 19th was a great success
with 100 people in attendance – we followed up by send-
ing an e-mail to members with the web address and infor-
mation to the Personal Information Protection Act.

- The Working with the
Media 101 workshop on
May 14th was also a great
success with 85 people in
attendance.

Claire Humphreys 
Chair, Work Place
Learning Committee 

“Our committee looked
at various ways of pro-
viding learning oppor-
tunities to business
people, on issues/
areas of interest.”

FISCALLY
RESPONSIBLE

I commence this report by offering my thanks for the
capable assistance of those who made my term as Vice
President-Finance enjoyable, and whose contributions are
responsible for the achievements of the Finance Committee
this past year - the members of the Finance Committee and the
Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce staff.

I summarize the work of the Finance Committee as follows:

1.Finance and Budget: The Chamber finances are in an
admirable state.  The Chamber has no debt and has signif-
icant reserves, due primarily to the establishment of reserve
accounts a number of years ago to pay for new equipment
and building repairs.  Revenue has exceeded budget esti-
mates and expenses have increased only modestly.  There
will be a modest surplus for fiscal 2004.

2.The Building: A major renovation of Commerce House was
completed this past year finalizing a project that started in
2001.  There are further upgrades planned for the coming
year to reduce heating and cooling costs.  

3.Tenancies: The rental area, being the main floor and an
office on the upper floor, is fully rented.

My thanks to the membership for allowing me to serve you in
2003 - 2004.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce Milne
Chair, Finance Committee
Vice President Finance

“The Chamber has no debt and has significant
reserves, due primarily to the establishment of
reserve accounts a number of years ago to pay
for new equipment and building repairs.”
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INCREASING
LETHBRIDGE’S

PROFILE
The Tourism Committee put on their ambas-

sador hats this year and really focused on
increasing the awareness of Lethbridge as a
tourism destination.  We participated in numer-
ous events across the city in the planning
processes and had various committee members
sit on different committees to work with other
organizations to increase Lethbridge’s profile.
The following are just a few items that were
addressed this year.

Lethbridge’s first ever Science Festival - this
was the Tourism Committee’s brain child that
started to unfold over a year ago.  By initiating
contact with the City and Science Alberta,
Lethbridge had its first ever Science Festival and
it was a huge success.

DVD Program - the committee came up with an
idea to get all of the tourism partners together
to develop a DVD that showcases Lethbridge
and its attractions that could be used to promote
the city.  This project will be undertaken this fall.

The committee worked with the city and
Downtown Lethbridge in regards to signage for
our attractions and will continue to do so this
fall as soon as a new committee is formed
provincially to look at how we can get more
people to our great attractions!

Overall, a productive year with some great new
initiatives and goals set for next year.  Tourism
is facing an increasing role in this city’s econo-
my and the Tourism Committee will be an inte-
gral part in it.  As Chair, I would like to thank
all of our committee members for their time and
effort they put into these great initiatives.  We
have some very dedicated people to the tourism
industry in our city which makes us very fortu-
nate!

Melody Garner-Sparrow
Chair, Tourism Connection Committee

“Tourism is facing an increasing role
in this city’s economy and the Tourism
Committee will be an integral part in
it.”

ISSUES AT ALL LEVELS
The membership of the Governmental Affairs Committee once again selected issues in the municipal, provincial, and federal areas
of jurisdiction to act on during the term.  At the final June meeting a new Chair and Co-Chair for the upcoming term were agreed.

High profile municipal concerns included the offsite levy increase to finance future infrastructure costs for new developments.  Both
AITA and Governmental Affairs talked about the impacts of a larger levy, both pro and con.  We will continue to give input on
this matter directly to the City of Lethbridge and to the Chamber’s representative on Economic Development Lethbridge.  To date
our effort is mainly one of information gathering.  The levy is going to change and will have a significant impact of the city.  There
are specific areas and recommendations from the business community if needed.  Your Chamber will focus on these unresolved
matters during the next term.  

Other local matters discussed were downtown parking and business property tax reassessments.

At the provincial level we maintained contact with both government and opposition MLAs on key issues.  The MLA task force tak-
ing submissions on the future of Alberta within confederation received a submission from members of the Governmental Affairs
Committee on behalf of the Board, after receiving public input.  The only topic addressed at this forum by the Chamber, which
fell within the mandate of the MLA committee, was on the topic of the Canada Pension Plan.  The Chamber emphasized resolu-
tions sponsored by us to the Alberta and Canadian Chambers: that reform of the public pension plans should be focused on
improving benefits to annuitants in a way that is fiscally responsible for both the employer and employee for the impact on pay-
roll deductions.

The committee also devoted one meeting to a session with Hon. Ken Nicol, then Leader of Her Majesty’s Official Opposition and
MLA for Lethbridge East.  The topic was his take on automobile insurance reform.  Members also took representations from insur-
ance agents and truckers about impacts for business from this provincial government response to dealing with costs and premi-
ums in Alberta.

Organizing the Chamber of Commerce federal election forum in partnership with local print and electronic media proved a huge
success.  A packed house at the Bill Kergan Centre saw all six political party candidates debate and take questions from an expert
panel and the public.  The forum was broadcast in its entirety on cable for the information of all citizens.  Lethbridge Community
College and the University of Lethbridge Students Union also pro-
vided the expert panel, adding to the customary journalists from our
media membership.

The committee took some pain to recommend a complete strategy
and tactics for handling resolutions of interest to the Alberta
Chambers AGM in Canmore, including splitting and amending res-
olutions to better effect policy supported locally.

Bruce W. Webster
Chair, Governmental Affairs Committee

“The membership of the Governmental Affairs
Committee once again selected issues in the
municipal, provincial, and federal areas of
jurisdiction to
act on during
the term.”

Chamber
representatives at

Alberta Chamber’s
Conference
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STRENGTHENING AGRICULTURE,
INDUSTRY AND TRANSPORTATION

Thanks to all the AITA members for their involvement and vigorous partici-
pation at all meetings.
Canadian Chamber Resolutions
The following are resolutions that have been submitted for the fall/2004 ses-
sion: Agriculture Policy Framework, Water Management and Fuel Federal
Excise Tax.
Alberta Chamber Resolutions-2003
The following resolutions were brought forward by the AITA committee and
supported by the Lethbridge Chamber. Water Management, Viability of
Farming, Agriculture Policy Framework, Water for Life (Strategy for
Sustainability), Removing the Uncertainty Caused by BSE and Twinning of
Highway 3.
BSE 
Letters were initiated from the Chamber to all levels of government to press
hard for open borders.  This issue has also had formal resolutions submitted
to the Alberta and Canadian Chambers.
Economic Development Lethbridge
Paul Pharo, an AITA Committee member, is Chair and throughout the year
the EDL has had ongoing negotiations with parties interested in locating in
Lethbridge.  EDL has been a strong participant with many of the issues that
may affect the general economic health of the community.  They have amal-
gamated with the Lethbridge Convention & Visitors Bureau.
Highway #3 Association
Although the Alberta Chamber did not support the Highway Twinning reso-
lution this association will continue lobbying the government.
Airport Development
Letters and lobbying by the Chamber and City of Lethbridge regarding
Edmonton Airports proposal of closure of City Centre Airport to passenger
traffic.  Consultants have made recommendations to the Edmonton Airport
Authority Board in May and a decision has not been made as of July. (The
full report is on www.edmontonairports.com/bins/news_page)

Transportation
Re: The Highway 3 & 4 Planning Study, there is a pro-
posal to have a connection study done to examine the
impact of the Corridor to the City of Lethbridge
Water Management
Our committee members have been at the vanguard for
southern Alberta in developing strategies for sustain-
ability with seminars, management conferences, and
quality initiatives.  U of L chosen as administrative site
for the Alberta Ingenuity Centre for Water Research.

Sue Snicer
Chair, AITA Committee

“Our committee members have been at the
vanguard for
s o u t h e r n
Alberta in
d e v e l o p i n g
strategies for
sustainability
with seminars,
management
con fe ren ce s ,
and quality ini-
tiatives.”

TODAY’S YOUTH – 
TOMORROW’S WORKFORCE

The Business and Education Committee consisted of a diverse group of members including students, school admin-
istrators, representatives of community based organizations, professionals and business owners.  This diversity
allowed us to bring new perspectives to relationship between the business community and students.  The following is a
summary of our activities over the past year.
Committee Mandate and Strategic Plan
The committee discussed our mandate and determined that our focus needs to continue to be on the student, rather than
the system.  In fact, we feel that there are opportunities to broaden the focus to include college and university students as
well as other young people who may not be in the formal school system.
Computers for Life Program
The Committee reviewed and discussed this unique program and explored ways that we could assist the program get off
the ground.  The concept of the program is to take in old computers from the business community, refurbish them and dis-
tribute them to needy families along with training for use.  The committee provided input to the organizers of this program
and it is now up and running.
Adopting a Citizen of Tomorrow
This project commenced during the 2002/03 school year and continued this year.  The primary goal is to give awards to
students who would not otherwise get awards or recognition.  These awards are presented based on improvement and
development, rather than on academic or sporting accomplishments.  During the year a number of administrative matters
were addressed and the process strengthened.  We now have full sponsorship from Chamber business members for all of
the awards for the 2004/05 school year.  We were honored by the receipt of an award from Lethbridge School Division
#51 for the Adopting a Citizen of Tomorrow program during the year and other organizations are looking at this program
as an example of how businesses can work together to provide encouragement for our youth.
Promotion of the Trades
At various times in the past, it has been suggested that there is a short-
age of trades people in the Lethbridge area.  The Committee wants to
take on the challenge of addressing this issue; however we felt that we
first need to determine if a problem actually exists.  A sub-committee
developed a survey which was distributed to Chamber members to
assess the need in this area.  We have now received some feedback as
a result of the surveys and this area will be pursued in the coming year. 
Networking
The committee provided input to various organizations who are
involved with students throughout the community including Skills
Canada, 5th on 5th, school boards and others.  This is an important
aspect of the committee as it identifies opportunities to connect business
and students in positive ways.
We look forward to continuing with these initiatives in the coming year
and welcome the participation of Chamber members who see the con-
nection between business, education and youth as important.

George Virtue
Chair, Business & Education Committee

“We were honored by the receipt of an award from
Lethbridge School Division #51 for the Adopting a Citizen

of Tomorrow
program dur-
ing the year
and other
organizations
are looking
at this pro-
gram as an
example of how
businesses can work
together to provide
encouragement for our youth.”

Chamber Lobbies Provincial Resolution
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Executive
Committee

Ron Bain, President
RUNNER’S SOUL

Dennis Chinner,
President Elect

RBC DOMINION
SECURITIES INC.

Liz Findlay, Vice President
GREEN ACRES FOUNDATION

Bruce Milne,
Vice President Finance 

MILNE PRITCHARD LAW OFFICE

Tom Ackerman,
Immediate Past President
CIBC WOOD GUNDY

Leonard Binning, 
Executive Director

THE MOVIE MILL INC.

Bruce Hepburn, 
Executive Director

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR 

Bruce Webster, 
Executive Director

ALBERTA SUGAR BEET
GROWERS

Directors

Dr. Donna Allan
LETHBRIDGE

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Murray Anderson
ANDERSON MEDICAL

Mark Bellamy
STANTEC CONSULTING

Dr. Bill Cade
UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE

Rick Casson
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

Peter Deys
GLOBAL TELEVISION

Hon. Clint Dunford
MINISTER OF HUMAN

RESOURCES & EMPLOYMENT
AND MLA LETHBRIDGE WEST

Wayne Dwornik
TRAVELODGE HOTEL &
CONVENTION CENTRE

Keith Dys
ENERCON WATER
TREATMENT LTD.

Keith Erdmann
KEITH ERDMANN
AUCTIONS LTD.

Eduard Fetting
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

LETHBRIDGE

Neil Foster
FOSTER & SONS JEWELLERS

Allan Friesen
ALBERTA BLUE CROSS

Melody Garner-Sparrow
RAMADA HOTEL & SUITES

Marianne Gray
KPMG

Bill Halley
PRATT & WHITNEY

CANADA INC.
(LETHBRIDGE)

Kevin Hamilton
EVERGREEN DRIVING

RANGE INC.

Hunter Heggie
KING OF TRADE

Bryan Horrocks
CITY OF LETHBRIDGE

Pat Killoran
EXHIBITION PARK

Jerry Kirchner
KIRCHNER MACHINE LTD.

Mark Lencucha
Vice-President Alberta

Chambers of Commerce,
LENCUCHA & ASSOCIATES

Mike McGuire
LETHBRIDGE CONVENTION

AND VISITORS BUREAU

Randy Neufeld
RANDY NEUFELD
PHOTOGRAPHICS

Dr. Ken Nicol
Leader of the Official Opposition

and M.L.A. Lethbridge East

Gillian Nish
EXECUSERV PLUS INC.

May Olshaski
LETHBRIDGE LODGE HOTEL
& CONFERENCE CENTRE

Marc Sabourin
EBA ENGINEERING 
CONSULTANTS LTD.

Lyal Sakamoto
WESBRIDGE

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

Cathy Semchuk
LETHBRIDGE CENTRE LTD.

Shilpa Stocker
WESTWINDS MANAGEMENT

SOLUTIONS INC.

Mayor Bob Tarleck
CITY OF LETHBRIDGE

Pat Van Osch
CANBRA FOODS LTD.

George Virtue
YOUNG PARKYN MCNAB LLP

Greg Weadick
FRONTIER IRRIGATION LTD.

Brian Wichers
CHINOOK COUNTRY

TOURIST ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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AGRICULTURE/
INDUSTRIAL/

TRANSPORTATION
AFFAIRS (AITA) 

COMMITTEE

CO-CHAIR
Susan Snicer

CHARLTON AND HILL LTD.

CO-CHAIR
Andy Kovacs

ALBERTA SOFT WHEAT 
PRODUCERS COMMISSION

Paul Pharo
STRINGAM DENECKY

Alan Ashcroft
AMEC INFRASTRUCTURE

Johnny McDonnell
DEMETER AGRO LTD.

Marie Sebo
CUSTOM AUTO ELECTRIC/

SEBO PUMP

Stan Coxson

Bud Hutchison
CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK 

OF COMMERCE

Bill Waugh
CUMMINS WESTERN ALBERTA

Bruce Webster
ALBERTA SUGAR BEET GROWERS

Derek Harding
ATCO GAS

Marc Sabourin/Ron Ackroyd
EBA ENGINEERING 
CONSULTANTS LTD.

Ryan Smith
FLAMANS

Brent Gateman
INTEGRA AIR INC.

Marianne Gray
KPMG

Herman Elfring
PEPSI-COLA CANADA BEVERAGE

Cal  Koskowich
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL/

LETHBRIDGE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Blaine Takeda
ST. MARY RIVER 

IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Walter Genesis
SMRID

Mark Bellamy
STANTEC CONSULTING LTD.

Rick Ross
WATERICK 2000

Craig Lundquist
ELITE WOOD PRODUCTS LTD.

Kevin Haggart
LETHBRIDGE NORTHERN 

IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Bill Halley
PRATT & WHITNEY CANADA INC.

(LETHBRIDGE)

Dean Paisley
LETHBRIDGE TRUCK TERMINAL S

(1989) LTD.

Darryl Hutchings 
PLAN 2000 MANAGEMENT

ASSOCIATES LTD.

Dwayne Demeester
CANADIAN WESTERN BANK

Jerry Kirchner

Vic Schapansky
CANADIAN WHEAT BOARD

George Timmons
A.R. WILLIAMS MATERIALS 

HANDLING LTD.

David Kerr
DAYS INN LETHBRIDGE

David Hill
ALBERTA IRRIGATION PROJECTS

ASSOCIATION

Nick Korver
HUNT INSURANCE 

AGENCIES LTD.

Mark Wobick
MEYERS NORRIS PENNY LTD.

Lorne Hickey
COUNTY OF LETHBRIDGE NO. 26

Kerry Dalton
ATB FINANCIAL

BUSINESS & EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

CHAIR
George Virtue

YOUNG PARKYN MCNAB LLP

CO-CHAIR
Margaret Vennard

CHINOOK REGIONAL CAREER
TRANSITIONS  FOR YOUTH

Gerald McConaghy
Faculty of Education

Ken Tratch
c/o Holy Spirit Catholic Schools

John Bolton
PALLISER REGIONAL SCHOOLS

Dr. Rod McFarlane
HIGHLANDS PET HOSPITAL

Les Visser
IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN 

HIGH SCHOOL

Laurie Ruff
VOLUNTEER LETHBRIDGE

Preston Scholz
LCC STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

Ken Smart
ROYAL BANK FINANCIAL GROUP

Melody Garner-Sparrow
RAMADA HOTEL & SUITES

Geri Hecker
5TH ON 5TH YOUTH

SERVICE/LETHBRIDGE YOUTH
FOUNDATION

Dianne King
LETHBRIDGE SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #51

Denise Scott
GAS KING OIL CO. LTD.

Zahra Foroud
LETHBRIDGE MONTESSORI

SCHOOL

Cheryl Lyall
BMO NESBITT BURNS INC.

Stephanie Hazelwood
HI-TECH BRACING LTD.

Keith Dys
ENERCON WATER 
TREATMENT LTD.

Matthew Sherwood
ELLISON ENTERPRISES LTD.

Joe Dermo
AFSC COMMERCIAL

John Bain
CANADA SAFEWAY

Beatrice Milner

Marshall Garner
1ST CHOICE SAVINGS 
& CREDIT UNION LTD.

Kent McCulloch
LETHBRIDGE & DISTRICT BUSINESS

DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

Frank Letain
HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Mary Catherine Thompson
THE KNOWLEDGE DOMAIN

COMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Shilpa Stocker

WESTWINDS MANAGEMENT
SOLUTIONS INC.

CO-CHAIR
Alan Sabey

WEB ESSENTIALS

Dick Boorsma
WATKINSON, HANHART, 

DUDA, DORCHAK

Marty Pasterfield
CFRV THE RIVER

Rus Crosby
TAC MOBILITY

Leonard Binning
THE MOVIE MILL

Michael Madore
BMO NESBITT BURNS

Peter Scott
SCOTT WRITING SERVICES

Carmen Toth
ADAIR ADVERTISING SCHOOL

Zahra Foroud
LETHBRIDGE  MONTESSORI

David Hill
ALBERTA IRRIGATION PROJECTS

ASSOCIATION

Allan Friesen
ALBERTA BLUE CROSS

Peter Deys
GLOBAL TELEVISION

Dennis Chinner
RBC DOMINION SECURITIES INC.

Rick Gales
RBC ROYAL BANK

Bev Bellamy
LETHBRIDGE & DISTRICT BUSINESS

DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

Gwen Tietz
MOUNTAIN BLUE ACCOUNTING

& COMPUTER SERVICES

FINANCE COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Bruce Milne

MILNE PRITCHARD LAW OFFICE

Liz Findlay
GREEN ACRES FOUNDATION

Dennis Chinner
RBC DOMINION SECURITIES INC.

D. Bruce Hepburn
D. BRUCE HEPBURN,  

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

Bill Reddick
LENCUCHA & ASSOCIATES

GOVERNMENTAL
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Bruce Webster

ALBERTA SUGAR BEET GROWERS

CO-CHAIR
Steven Mogdan

STRINGAM DENECKY

David Hill
ALBERTA IRRIGATION

PROJECTS ASSOCIATION

Ron Bain
RUNNER’S SOUL

Dr. Bill Cade
UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE

Kirbey Lockhart
VICTORY CHURCH

Mark Lencucha
LENCUCHA & ASSOCIATES

Mark Switzer
CARLINE MUFFLER & SWITZER

AUTOMOTIVE

Tom Ackerman
CIBC WOOD GUNDY

Greg Weadick
MARTIN GEOMATIC 
CONSULTANTS LTD.

Barry Harper
B.E. HARPER MANAGEMENT LTD.

David Carpenter
DAVID B. CARPENTER
PROFESSIONAL CORP.

Preston Scholz
LCC STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

Dennis Chinner
RBC DOMINION SECURITIES INC.

Kerry Dalton
ATB FINANCIAL

Tyler Mossey
WATKINSON HANHART

DUDA DORCHAK

Kyle Lambert
ELLISON ENTERPRISES LTD.

Hunter Heggie
KING OF TRADE

Dr. Shamsul Alam 
ASSOCIATE VP ACADEMIC 
UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE

Mark Fournier 
LETHBRIDGE & DISTRICT BUSINESS

DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

Lyal Sakamoto
WESBRIDGE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Wally Evdokimoff
LETHBRIDGE COMMUNITY

COLLEGE

Rae Pepper

David Leishman
LEISHMAN HEARING

Carolyn Thomas
THOMAS RADIATORS

Ryan Smith
FLAMANS

MEMBER SERVICES & SPECIAL
EVENTS COMMITTEE

CO-CHAIR
Kimberly Sharky

ATB FINANCIAL

CO-CHAIR
Randy J. Tremel

BMO FINANCIAL GROUP

Robin McCulloch
HI-TECH BRACING & 
ORTHOTIC SERVICES

Walter Montina
CLARICA

Cathy Semchuk
LETHBRIDGE CENTRE  MALL

Bruce Galts
GALKO HOMES LTD.

May Olshaski
LETHBRIDGE LODGE HOTEL 
& CONFERENCE CENTRE

Murray Anderson
ANDERSON MEDICAL DENTAL

PHARMACY

Dennis Chinner
RBC DOMINION SECURITIES INC.

Leanne Gust 
BDC

Leo Macdonald
Membership Representative

Mary Chervenka
EDWARD JONES

Damon Johnson
ENTERPRISE RENT-A-CAR

Katrina Harty
SOBEYS SCENIC SQUARE

Beatrice Milner
SOLVE-IT COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Sandra Blair
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS

HOTEL & SUITES

R. Bruce Thurston
MANAGEMENT

RESOURCE SERVICES

Julie Hanelt
SOBEYS UPLANDS

Lesley Colburn
PRO PLANT CARE

TOURISM CONNECTION
COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Sacha Smith
COMFORT INN

CO-CHAIR
Melody Garner-Sparrow

RAMADA HOTEL & SUITES

Cathy Semchuk
LETHBRIDGE CENTRE MALL

Kimberly Lyall
CHINOOK COUNTRY

TOURISM ASSOC.

Anine Vonkeman
SIR ALEXANDER GALT MUSEUM 

& ARCHIVES

Ron Bain
RUNNER’S SOUL

Nadine Szpendyk
COUNTRY 95.5 FM

Wayne Dwornik
TRAVELODGE HOTEL &
CONVENTION CENTRE

Ted Stilson
DOWNTOWN LETHBRIDGE

Vesna Pejic
SANDMAN HOTEL 

Deb Marek
CITY OF LETHBRIDGE

LEISURE SERVICES

Doug Kryzanowski
LETHBRIDGE CONVENTION

AND VISITORS BUREAU

Jackie Silvaggio
EXHIBITION PARK

Sandra Blair/Leanne Leroy
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS

HOTEL & SUITES

David Kerr
DAYS INN LETHBRIDGE

Darlene Sinclair
LETHBRIDGE & DISTRICT BUSINESS

DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

WORKPLACE LEARNING
COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Claire Humphreys

SECRETEL

CO-CHAIR
Mark Fournier

LETHBRIDGE & DISTRICT BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

Brett Humphries
UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE

Alan Sabey
WEB ESSENTIALS

Dr. Frank Vuo
LETHBRIDGE COMMUNITY

COLLEGE

Kevin Wahl
LETHBRIDGE COMMUNITY

COLLEGE

Mike Brodie
THE KIDNEY FOUNDATION

OF CANADA

Dick Boorsma
WATKINSON, HANHART,

DUDA, DORCHAK

Kim Laing
ST. JOHN AMBULANCE

Gillian Nish
EXECUSERV PLUS INC.

Kelly Vander Hooft
URBAN STUDIO INTERIOR DESIGN

Gwen Tietz
MOUNTAIN BLUE ACCOUNTING

& COMPUTER SERVICES

Marion McEntee
COLUMBIA ASSISTED LIVING

COMMITTEES
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